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IN BRIEF
Major fire in
Mumbai
residential
building
injures two

Mumbai, Oct 15
(UNI) Two persons were
injured in a major fire
that broke out in the
early hours today at a
residential building in
Goregaon area of city
suburb.

According to fire
officials, the incident
occurred at Atul CHS
Ltd., Siddharth Nagar,
near Vivek College, and
was reported at 3:53 am
to the Mumbai Fire
Brigade (MFB).

The fire was
confined to room No.
203 on the second floor
of a stilt plus seven-
storey building, and
was brought under
control within half an
hour.

Injured individuals,
identified as Rameela
Shah (65) and Kunal
Shah (35) were taken to
the emergency ward in a
hospital and are
reported to be in stable
condition.

The cause of the fire
is currently under
investigation.

Income Tax
Department
raids Shraddha
AI office in
Nagpur

Nagpur, Oct 15 (UNI)
The Income Tax
Department carried out a
raid at the Shraddha AI
office, a unit of the
Raisoni Group, located in
'Shraddha House' near
Kasturchand Park in
Nagpur, sources
confirmed today.

The action was part
of an ongoing
investigation into alleged
financial irregularities
and tax evasion.

According to
departmental sources, a
team of five to six officials
arrived early yesterday
morning and conducted
an extensive search of
documents and digital
records for nearly 12
hours.

Several files and
electronic devices were
seized for further
examination.

Shraddha AI, an
Information Technology
company under the
Raisoni Group, had
reportedly shown
inconsistencies in its
turnover and accounting
records, which prompted
the department's
intervention.

During the operation,
the company's auditors
and accounts staff were
also questioned.

Amit Gandhare,
Public Relations Officer
of the Raisoni Group,
confirmed the visit,
describing it as a routine
inspection by the
authorities.

Mumbai, Oct 15 (UNI)
Sixty-one Maoist
insurgents, including
Communist Party of India
(Maoist) politburo member
Mallojula Venugopal Rao
alias Sonu alias Bhupathi,
formally laid down arms and
surrendered before
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis today at
the Gadchiroli district police
headquarters.

The 61 Maoists who
surrendered and laid down
arms at Gadchiroli police
headquarters include CPI
(Maoist) politburo member
Mallojula Venugopal Rao
(70) two Maoist state zonal
committee members, 10
divisional committee
members and cadres from
Maharashtra as well as
Chhattisgarh. They handed
over 54 weapons, including
seven AK-47s, six self-
loading rifles (SLRs) and six
INSAS rifles. A few months
ago, Mallojula Venugopal
Rao's wife Vimala Sidam alias
Tarakka, who was also a
Maoist leader, had
surrendered to the police.

Congratulating the
Gadchiroli police for its
success, CM Fadnavis said,
“For a month, our forces
were involved in
negotiations and talks on
one hand, while anti-Maoist
operations were on.

Top Naxals surrender before Fadnavis as CM
announces Rs 3 lakh crore investment in Gadchiroli

Consistent efforts were
being put in to convince him
to surrender. It was also
made clear that the
operations will not end. He
was convinced. He even
made a public declaration
that Maoism is already over
and that there is no
alternative except to
surrender".

“The spinal cord of
Maoism is now broken. The
battle against Maoism is in
its last stage now. We
believe that other cadres in
Chhattisgarh will also
surrender in the coming
days. The next challenge is

that of urban Naxalism,”
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said in Gadchiroli,
announcing an award of Rs
1 crore for the Gadchiroli
police and C60 commandos.

Fadnavis said that
Mallojula Venugopal Rao
has expressed his wish to
surrender before the Chief
Minister.

“Even if he would have
called me to the jungle, I
would have gone. But this
has been done in the
Gadchiroli police
headquarters. So I
postponed all my
programmes to come here

(Gadchiroli) immediately.
The police had given him
word that the CM himself
would come to witness the
surrender. So I came,”
Fadnavis said.

Fadnavis handed over
copies of the Constitution
of India to the surrendered
Maoists and said that the
surrender could happen
because of the confidence
of the Maoists in the
government.

He said that many
surrendered Maoists were
doing jobs in Gadchiroli in
infrastructure projects,
earning Rs 50,000 per month.

Fadnavis said that
investments worth Rs 3 lakh
crore are expected in the twin
districts of Gadchiroli and
Chandrapur.

“The Gadchiroli district
is being developed as a steel
city. In fact Gadchiroli and
neighbouring Chandrapur
will receive investments to
the tune of Rs 3 lakh crore
and several lakhs jobs will
be created. In fact, Lloyds
Steel has assured training to
those who have surrendered
and help them to secure
jobs as per their
qualifications and skills,” the
Chief Minister said at the
Maoist surrender ceremony.

Fadnavis said that
Gondwana University,
Lloyds Metals & Energy as
well as Curtin University of
Western Australia have set
up an institute to teach
mining technology in
Gadchiroli.

Fadnavis said that when
he met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New
Delhi, he informed the PM
that Gadchiroli will be
transformed into a green
steel hub.“We will take care
of the biodiversity and 5
crore trees are being planted
in Gadchiroli. So far, we have
already planted 40 lakh trees
and we will plant one lakh
trees by the end of the year,”
Fadnavis added.

Nagpur, Oct 15 (UNI)
The Nagpur bench of the
Bombay High Court has
ruled that medical evidence
alone, in the absence of
signs of physical resistance
or corroborative testimony,
is insufficient to establish
the offence of rape under
Section 376 of the Indian
Penal Code.

Justice Nivedita Mehta
delivered the ruling while
acquitting a man previously
convicted by a special
POCSO court in Hingna.

The lower court had
sentenced him to 10 years
of rigorous imprisonment for
allegedly raping a minor girl.

The High Court noted
that while the medical
examination of the survivor
confirmed recent sexual
activity and minor injuries,
there was no clear indication
that the injuries resulted from

Medical evidence alone can't prove
rape without resistance signs, says HC

n o n - c o n s e n s u a l
intercourse.

The court observed that
such medical findings,
including abrasions and
redness, could not
conclusively prove the use
of force or resistance
without supporting
evidence.

“The medical officer did
not state that the injuries
were necessarily caused by
force. Without concrete
medical indicators of
resistance, conviction
solely on that basis would
be unsafe,” the bench
stated.

The court also
expressed doubts over the
reliability of the survivor's
testimony, noting several
contradictions between her
statement in court and the
version provided in the First
Information Report (FIR).

Further, the bench
observed that the survivor
had spent several days with
the accused without
attempting to escape or alert
others, despite having
multiple opportunities.

“This prolonged stay, in
the absence of any effort to
flee or raise alarm, casts
serious doubt on the
prosecution's claim of
coercion,” the court said.

Additionally, the
prosecution failed to
conclusively establish the
survivor’s age, weakening
the applicability of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act in the case.

The High Court
concluded that the
prosecution had not proven
the case beyond reasonable
doubt and ordered the immediate
acquittal of the accused.

Patna, Oct 15 (UNI) Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
today exhorted BJP workers
to propagate achievement of
government among the
people to ensure victory of
NDA in Bihar assembly
elections, even as NDA
succeeded to a great extent
in settling the issues relating
to seat sharing while Grand
Alliance is still struggling to
break deadlock over seat
sharing among its
constituents for polls.

PM Modi while
addressing BJP workers of
Bihar through video

PM gives tips to BJP workers on Bihar
polls, hiccups end on seat sharing of NDA

conferencing from New
Delhi, organised with theme
"Mera booth sabse
majboot", said that there
was great responsibility on
workers to ensure victory of
NDA in ongoing Bihar
Assembly elections. It was
essential for BJP workers to
propagate achievements of
government among people
of Bihar to ensure victory of
NDA in assembly elections,
he added."A number of
schemes have been
launched for the people by
the Centre and Nitish led
NDA government, which

have proved to be
immensely beneficial to
them", Modi said adding
that there was an urgent need
for BJP workers and also
workers of other constituent
parties of NDA to propagate
achievement of the
government among the
people so that they could
make decision wisely before
exercising their franchise in
ongoing assembly elections.
Free ration to people living
below poverty line, dwelling
units to them and other
benefits under Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojna

were such schemes which
should be propagated
among the people by BJP
workers, he added.
"Slashing GST on consumer
goods and commodities to
be used by a large section
of people have been
reduced, which would help
them in saving money," PM
said adding that workers
should also ensure maximum
participation of people in
exercising franchise on day
of polling.

Election was the greatest
festival of democracy and it
should be celebrated with

much fan fare by the people,
so that democratic structure
could be made strong and
vibrant in the country, he
added.While PM addressed
the BJP workers and gave
them tips on how to work to
achieve the target of
winning elections by NDA,
its constituents also
succeeded to a great extent
in settling issues relating to
details of seat sharing for
Bihar polls. Hiccups over
specific seats to be
contested by constituents
of NDA have ended, giving
much relief to them.

Opposition parties
demand ECI rectify
errors in voters' list

Mumbai, Oct 15 (UNI) The opposition parties in
Maharashtra after a second meeting with the top election
officials today unanimously demanded that the elections
to the local and civic bodies should not be held until the
Election Commission of India (ECI) rectifies errors in the
voters' list.

The opposition leaders, including former Chief Minister
and Shiv Sena(UBT) President Uddhav Thackeray, veteran
NCP(SP) leader Jayant Patil, senior Congress leader
Balasaheb Thorat, Maharashtra Navnirman Sena founder
Raj Thackeray, Samajwadi Party legislator Rais Shaikh
among others, today jointly met the state Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) S. Chickalingam and State Election
Commissioner (SEC) Dinesh Waghmare and insisted that
the ensuing local and civic body elections should be held
in free, fair and transparent manner.

Later while talking to media, Uddhav Thackeray said
the elections should be fair and that they should not be
"selected".

Meanwhile, in a post on X, Congress leader Vijay
Wadettiwar said that they met the Election Commission
officials to discuss the need to ensure that the upcoming
local body elections in the state are completely transparent,
fair and uphold democratic values.

NSA Ajit Doval in Bishkek for
India-Central Asia security ....

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, who is visiting
the Kyrgyz Republic, today held talks with his Kyrgyz
counterpart Lt. Gen. Baktybek Bekbolotov during
which both sides agreed to enhance collaboration on
countering terrorism and extremism.

Gurbux Singh salutes Roop
Singh’s legacy

Roop Singh, a two-time Olympic gold medallist and
one of the finest forwards of Indian hockey’s golden
era, remains an enduring symbol of India's dominance
that defined the sport in its early decades.A member of
India’s victorious teams at the 1932 Los Angeles and
1936 Berlin Olympics,

It is our right to ensure nothing
is taken away from anyone’s ...

Prominent OBC leader and former Maharashtra
minister Dhananjay Munde today announced that he
will attend the ‘Maha Yalghar Sabha’ scheduled to
take place in Beed city on October 17.

Prashant Kishor not contest Bihar
assembly elections

In a surprising move, the senior political strategist
and Jan Suraj leader Prashant Kishor today announced
that he will not contest elections from any constituency
in Bihar, choosing instead to focus on party strategy
and organizational work. Amid speculations doing
rounds in the political corridors regarding Kishor
contesting from Raghopur Assembly Constituency,
Kishor toured Raghopur to get the feedback of the local
people for taking a final call on the issue, but later decided
not to enter into the electoral battle.
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L. T. M. G. HOSPITAL, SION, MUMBAI - 400022
No. LTH/145/OD/T  Dtd : 15/10/2025

E- TENDER NOTICE

This is an E-Tender Notice. The Commissioner of BRIHANMUMBAI MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION (BMC) invites e-tenders as given below in three Packet System.
The e-Tender Copy can be downloaded from mahatenders portal (https://
mahatenders.gov.in) under “e-procurement” section.

Subject : Semi Automated Biochemistry Analyzer (2 nos) for

Biochemistry Dept. of L.T.M.G. Hospital Bid No.2025_MCGM_1229287

E-Tender Price EMD State Date and Time of End Date and Time of
(Rs.) (Rs.) online Bid Downloading online Bid Submission

Rs.726/- plus Rs 16/10/2025 29/10/2025
GST @ 18% 9440/- 04.00 pm 04.00 pm

(16.00 Hrs) (16.00 Hrs)

The intending tenderer Shall visit mahatenders portal website at
 https://mahatenders.gov.in for further details of the tender.

The tender documents will not be issued  or received by post.

PRO/1934/ADV/2025-26

Fever? Act now, see you doctor
for correct & complete treatment.

Sd/-
Dean

L.T.M. G. Hospital, Sion.

BRIHANMUMBAI  MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Stranded students stand near a pavement amid a traffic jam on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad National Highway at Vasai, in
Palghar district on Wednesday

It is our right to
ensure nothing
is taken away
from anyone’s
plate:
Dhananjay
Munde

Beed, Oct 15 (UNI)
Prominent OBC leader and
former Maharashtra
minister Dhananjay Munde
today announced that he
will attend the ‘Maha
Yalghar Sabha’ scheduled
to take place in Beed city
on October 17.

The rally will be led by
Samata Parishad founder
and senior minister
Chhagan Bhujbal.

Speaking to media
representatives, Munde
said that Advocate
Subhash Rawat had
formally invited him to the
event during a meeting in
Parli, while Chhagan
Bhujbal also personally
contacted him over the
phone to request his
presence.

Munde confirmed that
he has accepted both
invitations and intends to
use the platform to
advocate for OBC unity
and the protection of their
reservation rights.

Munde recalled his long
association with social
justice and reservation
issues, noting that he has
consistently worked on
matters concerning
Maratha reservation as well
as those involving the
Banjara, Dhangar, and
Muslim communities.

He reiterated that just as
he has fought for other
communities, he remains
equally committed to
safeguarding the OBC
reservation.

The former minister
added that he will present a
detailed statement on OBC
rights during the upcoming
Maha Yalghar Sabha.

“We are not against
anyone,” Munde said, “but
it is our right to ensure that
nothing is taken away from
anyone’s plate.”Several
local officials and
supporters were present
during the media interaction.

Nagpur/Gadchiroli, Oct
15 (UNI) After spending
many years in the Naxal
movement, two former
Naxalites, who were
recruited into the
insurgency as children and
spent over two decades in
the movement, have
surrendered to police in
Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli
district and chosen to
reintegrate into society
through peaceful means.

Asin Rajaram and Janita
Jade of Gadchiroli
surrendered and made a
courageous decision to
place faith in the
Constitution.

Asin Rajaram, originally
from Haryana, and Janita
Jade, a native of Gadchiroli,
surrendered to district
police earlier this year under
the state government’s

At ages 11 & 12 recruited into the Naxal group,
surrender to Police, embrace constitution

rehabilitation policy for
Naxalites.

The couple, who were
married while inside the
movement, now expressed
confidence in the Indian
Constitution and have
committed to rebuilding
their lives.

Rajaram, who joined the
Naxalite movement at age
12, spent 26 years
underground. Jade joined at
age 11 and spent 18 years
in the ranks. Their marriage,
they revealed, had been
arranged by senior Naxal
commander Bhupati during
their time in the forest.

Disillusionment with the
armed struggle began
setting in around 2014, the
couple said. “We believed
we were fighting a just
revolution. But after
studying the Constitution,

I realized it already provides
the rights we were fighting
for, particularly for tribal
communities,” said
Rajaram.

He cited legal
protections such as the
Forest Rights Act, the
PESA Act and the Fifth and
Sixth Schedules of the
Constitution as eye-
opening.

The turning point came
after national discourse
around social justice
intensified in the wake of
the Rohith Vemula case.

Rajaram began
studying constitutional law
and decided to leave
militancy. The couple spent
six years in hiding in

education and is currently
under state protection.

She is translating
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule’s
"Kisan Ka Koda" into
Marathi as part of her
rehabilitation. Rajaram,
meanwhile, has pledged to
serve the country through
democratic and lawful
means.

Gadchiroli police
officials confirmed the
couple’s surrender and
praised their commitment to
reintegration.

The district has long
been affected by Naxalite
activity and authorities
have encouraged more
members of the movement
to follow similar paths.

Himachal Pradesh
before reaching out
to police officials in
2024.

Jade, who
studied only up to
Class 7, now wishes
to complete her

Mumbai, Oct 15 (UNI)
The Dadar market, one of
Mumbai’s most popular
shopping destinations, has
turned into a sea of
shoppers ahead of Diwali,
with chaotic crowd scenes
sparking serious safety
concerns and criticism of
civic mismanagement.

Viral videos circulating
on social media show
thousands of people
crowding the narrow market
lanes, prompting fears of a
potential stampede.

The combination of
heavy festive shopping,
narrow passages, and
footpaths blocked by street
vendors has made
movement nearly
impossible in several
stretches of the market.

Local residents
expressed frustration that,
despite similar chaos every
year, authorities have failed
to implement effective

Massive Diwali rush creates chaos
in Mumbai’s Dadar Market

crowd-control measures.
Both shoppers and area

residents described the
situation as stressful,
disorderly, and potentially
hazardous.While many
citizens flocked to the
market for last-minute
Diwali purchases, reactions
on social media were
divided.Numerous users
condemned the lack of
regulation, calling for
stricter control of hawkers
and better pedestrian
movement planning.

Many noted that
growing congestion and
traffic chaos have
disrupted daily life,
especially for commuters
passing through Dadar.

One user remarked that
" v e n d o r - o c c u p i e d
pavements, narrow lanes,
and vehicular blockages
have collectively turned the
area into a nightmare for
locals."However, others

viewed the bustling activity
as a reflection of Mumbai’s
festive spirit.

Some users said the
vibrant crowds added
colour and energy to the
Diwali mood, while others
expressed pride in Dadar’s
traditional market culture.

Several voices also
urged citizens to support
local Marathi traders during
the festival to boost small
businesses and preserve
the community’s economic
fabric.Despite the festive
cheer, the overcrowding
has reignited serious public
safety concerns.

With the rush expected
to continue throughout the
week, citizens have urged
the municipal authorities
and police to take
immediate steps to regulate
crowds, control illegal
parking, and ensure safety
during Mumbai’s peak
Diwali shopping season.

Beed ZP reservation
triggers political
recalibration

Beed, Oct 15 (UNI) The announcement of
zilla parishad reservation details has set off
intense political activity in Beed district,
sparking new alliances and strategic
recalculations among key parties.

Once considered a stronghold of late
Gopinath Munde, a prominent BJP leader, the
evolving political dynamics have now made
the electoral outcome far less predictable.

Consultations and coordination meetings
are currently underway among political parties
in several crucial talukas — including Georai,
Majalgaon, Dharur, Ashti, Patoda, and Parli
— as each camp works to strengthen its local
base.

The BJP, Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), and Shiv Sena have begun fine-tuning
their strategies to gain control of the Beed
zilla parishad, with observers watching closely

to see how the Munde
group positions itself in the
evolving scenario.

According to reports,
formal election
campaigning is expected to
begin after Diwali. In Georai
taluka, there are nine zilla
parishad seats this time —
including seven general
seats, three reserved for
women, and two for OBC
men and women.

However, the reserved
group reportedly received
no seat allocation, which
has led to intense
competition among leaders
seeking safer
constituencies.

Analysts anticipate a
closely fought contest in
Beed’s local politics this
time, as alliances shift and
traditional loyalties are
tested, drawing keen
attention from across
Maharashtra’s political
spectrum.

Couple held with
drugs worth
Rs. 5.45 cr at
Mumbai airport

Mumbai, Oct 15 (UNI)
The Air Intelligence Unit
(AIU) of Mumbai Customs
has arrested a couple at
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) for
allegedly smuggling
hydroponic weed worth Rs.
5.45 crore from Colombo,
officials said.

The accused, identified
as Mohammed Saud
Siddiqui (29) and his wife
Sana Siddiqui (27), were
apprehended following a
tip-off about a suspicious
trolley bag in their
possession.

During a baggage
check, officials discovered
three airtight packets
hidden inside the bag.

Upon testing the
contents, officers
confirmed it contained 5kg
of hydroponic marijuana, a
high-grade variant of
cannabis.

The Customs
Department has booked the
couple under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.

They were produced
before a local court and
have been remanded in
judicial custody until
October 28.

Mumbai, Oct 15 (UNI) :
Leaders of all Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) opposition
parties, including the
Congress, the Sharad
Pawar-led NCP and the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena, besides the Raj
T h a c k e r a y - l e d
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) today
demanded that elections to
the local civic and
municipal bodies in
Maharashtra must be
postponed until
discrepancies in voters'
lists are resolved.

Addressing media
persons after all the
opposition parties met
Maharashtra State Election
Commissioner to discuss
bogus names in voters'
lists, Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray said,
"All political parties have
come together. We had also
written to the BJP, but they
did not come. Before the
assembly elections, we had
written a letter in November
2024, in which we had said
that some BJP people were
playing with voters' lists
and including voters as
they liked. Are they election
commissioners or are they
puppets? I told election
officials that if you want to
hold elections, then make a
selection without holding
elections. But, we will not
tolerate dictatorship. Who
is the father of the Central
Election Commission and
the Maharashtra State
Election Commission? We
would like to know."

At the press
conference, Sharad Pawar-
led NCP leader Jayant Patil,
MNS chief Raj Thackeray,
senior Congress leader
Balasaheb Thorat and Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray raised

Thackerays, Congress, Sharad
NCP demand delayed local polls

questions about the
discrepancies in voters'
lists and the role of the
Election Commission, as
well as demanded that local
body elections should be
postponed until all
discrepancies are resolved.

"Yesterday, we told
Election Commission
officials that elections
should not be held until
voters' lists are rectified.
The officials said that we
will think positively about
it, If there are voters aged
117 and 124 years, then
India must be having the
best climate on the planet,
because going by voters'
lists, there seem to be too
many voters aged more
than 100 years here. The
Election Commission seems
to believe in reincarnation.
The only other possibility
is that voters' lists are being
manipulated. Therefore,
should a case of false
voting be registered?"
Uddhav Thackeray said.

"Elections to local civic
bodies have not been held
for five years. So what
difference does it make if
they are not held for another
6 months? Until the voter
lists are not rectified, do not
hold elections," MNS chief
Raj Thackeray said.

"Yesterday we met
representatives of the
Central Election
Commission. Today we met
representatives of the
Maharashtra State Election
Commission and the Central
Election Commission. The
Election Commission only
conducts elections, but
political parties contest
elections. If the Election
Commission does not show
voters' lists to political
parties, then there could be
something fishy. We will
see what decision election

officials take tomorrow or
the day after. After that, we
will reveal our decision," Raj
Thackeray said.

"We met the
Maharashtra State Election
Commissioner yesterday
and submitted a statement,
showing the endless
mistakes in voters' lists. He
assured us that corrections
will be made by sending a
letter to the Central Election
Commission. We met again
today and we provided
important evidence
proving that voters'
addresses in the voters'
lists are wrong. We found
that in reality, voters do not
live at addresses mentioned
in voters' lists," Sharad
Pawar-led NCP leader
Jayant Patil said, citing
examples.

"In booth number 8 at
Murbad, there is a house
with 400 voters. Some
voters have no house
numbers. In many places,
there are duplicate voters.
The EPIC number is the
same. In Nalasopara, the
name of Sushma Gupta has
been recorded 6 times. Our
worker showed this in the
afternoon on August 12.
After that, at 6 pm, the
woman's name was
removed. We showed
examples where names were
deleted from voters' lists.
We asked the Election
Commission at whose
instructions these names
were removed and who filed
complaints to delete these
names. Someone else runs
the Maharashtra Election
Commission's computer
server. The system is not in
the hands of the state
election commission or the
Centre. Somebody else is
running it from outside,"
Sharad Pawar-led NCP
leader Jayant Patil said.

Beed, Oct 15 (UNI)
The Dharur Police in
Maharashtra's Beed
district today conducted a
special enforcement
campaign aimed at
improving traffic
discipline and promoting
public awareness of road
safety laws.

During the one-day
operation, police imposed
fines totalling Rs 32,000

Police launch special traffic enforcement
drive, 22 drivers booked

for multiple traffic
violations.

A checkpoint was set
up at the Dharur toll plaza,
where vehicles were
inspected continuously
from morning to evening.
Police booked 22 drivers,
collecting Rs 22,700 in
fines, while an additional
Rs 9,200 was levied on
sixteen other vehicles for
various offences.

In a key action during
the campaign, police
registered a case against
one motorist for driving
under the influence of
alcohol, under Section 185
of the Motor Vehicles Act.
Officials emphasised that
the primary objective of
the operation was to
enhance road discipline
and public compliance
with traffic regulations.
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Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw Inaugurates 16th
International Railway Equipment Exhibition-2025
With the theme ‘Future-Ready Railways’ in New Delhi
(Standard Post Bureau)

Mr Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Union Minister for
Railways, Information &
Broadcasting, and
Electronics & Information
Technology inaugurated
the 16th International
Railway Equipment
Exhibition-2025, Asia’s
largest and the world’s
second-largest railway
exhibition at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi
today.

The Union Minister
announced plans to
develop dedicated
passenger corridors,
engineered for maximum
speeds of up to 350 kmph
with an operating speed of
320 kmph. He said that
many such corridors will be
constructed across the
country, forming part of the
Government’s Viksit Bharat
vision, which targets the
development of around
7,000 km of dedicated
routes by 2047. These
corridors will be equipped
with indigenously
developed signalling
systems and modern
Operations Control Centres
(OCCsThe Minister said
that Vande Bharat is a huge
success.On technical
parameters, it matches with
the best in the world. India
is working on the next
generation of high-speed
trains, with a strong focus
on the export market. He
stated that India is currently
operating Vande Bharat 3.0,
which represents a
significant improvement
over its earlier versions.
The Minister highlighted
that Vande Bharat 3.0
already meets international
benchmarks, capable of
accelerating from 0 to 100
kmph in just 52 seconds—
faster than many trains in
Japan and Europe—while
maintaining lower noise
and vibration levels. He
added that Vande Bharat
4.0 is expected to be
launched within the next 18
months, aiming to set global
benchmarks in every aspect
of performance and

passenger experience. The
new version will focus on
enhancing toilets,
improving seats, and
elevating the overall
workmanship of the
coaches. He said the goal
is to establish Vande Bharat
4.0 as the global standard,
a train so advanced in
quality and comfort that
countries around the world
would aspire to adopt it.

The Minister also
discussed the progress of
Amrit Bharat trains. He
noted that Amrit Bharat 2.0
is operational, while
version 3.0 is under
development based on
push-pull technology—

suitable for long-distance
journeys. The Minister
stated that Amrit Bharat 4.0
will feature next-generation
trainsets and locomotives.
He added that within the
next 36 months, the new-
generation passenger
locomotives are expected to
be designed, manufactured,
and ready for testing.

The Union Minister
said that in the last 11 years,
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, special focus has
been given to the
modernization and
expansion of Indian
Railways. For this, the
Railway budget has been

continuously increased. In
the last 11 years, more than
35,000 kilometres of new
tracks have been laid and
46,000 kilometres of
electrification has been
completed. He informed
that on the world stage,
Indian Railways is now also
emerging as a major
exporter. Rail engines
manufactured in India are
being exported to Africa,
Australia, and many other
countries.

The Union Minister
informed that 156 Vande
Bharat services, 30 Amrit
Bharat services, and 4
Namo Bharat services are
now running across India.
He stated that in the year
2024-25, a record more than

7,000 coaches,
approximately 42,000
wagons, and 1,681
locomotives were
produced. Along with this,
the country’s first 9,000 HP
electric locomotive was
inaugurated, while 12,000
HP locomotives are already
in operation.hri Vaishnaw
also said that Indian
Railways, which serves more
than 20 million passengers
daily, has now become the
world’s second-largest
network in freight transport,
surpassing the US. He said
the bullet train project is
progressing rapidly and the
Dedicated Freight Corridor
work has been 99%

completed. Under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme,
more than 1,300 railway
stations across the country
are being redeveloped.

Indian Railways has
constructed several
remarkable infrastructure
projects, including the
Chenab Bridge, 35 metres
taller than the Eiffel Tower,
India’s first vertical lift Sea
Bridge at Pamban, and the
Bairabi Sairang bridge, 42
metres taller than Qutub
Minar. Priority is being
given to safety and
technological innovation in
railways. For this, a budget
of ?1.16 lakh crore has been
allocated for the current
financial year, which also
includes the indigenous

safety system KAVACH.
During the event,

Railway Board Chairman
and CEO, Mr. Satish Kumar
and Vice-Chancellor of Gati
Shakti University, Prof. (Dr.)
Manoj Choudhary, were
among the dignitaries
present. The exhibition,
based on the theme
‘Future-Ready Railways’, is
being organized at Bharat
Mandapam from 15th to
17th October 2025. The
event features participation
from over 450 exhibitors
representing more than 15
countries displaying
modern rail and metro
products, innovations, and
sustainable solutions.

In the lead up to
International Intangible
Cultural Heritage (ICH) Day
on October 17, UN India,
UNESCO and Royal Enfield
came together to celebrate
the living heritage of the
Indian Himalayan region
through the screening of
‘The Great Himalayan
Exploration’ - a
collaborative project
dedicated to documenting
and safeguarding the
region’s rich cultural
practices.

As defined by
UNESCO, Intangible
Cultural Heritage (ICH)
encompasses the practices,
expressions, knowledge
and skills that communities,
groups and sometimes
individuals recognise as
part of their cultural
heritage.

Launched in 2022, The
Great Himalayan
Exploration has traversed
11 geographies - including
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Manipur, Tripura,
Nagaland, Assam, North
Bengal - documenting over
100 ICH practices and

UNESCO, Royal Enfield celebrates International ICH
Day with Great Himalayan Exploration showcase

engaging with over 250
communities.

The initiative aims to
create awareness around
living heritage practices
through immersive,
c o m m u n i t y - l e d -
explorations and showcase
it through exhibitions,
photo stories, programming
and immersive experiences.
Recently, the
documentation has been
captured in a four-part
docuseries by National
Geographic, streaming on
JioHotstar, spotlighting the
immersive engagements
between riders and local
communities, said a release
here today.

The evening featured
screening from The Great
Himalayan Exploration,
including a short film on the
revival of Mon-Shugu
paper-making in Arunachal
Pradesh - a centuries-old
craft being brought back to
life by local artisans;
followed by an episode
highlighting traditional
wool spinning and weaving,
and other living heritage
practices from Ladakh.

India’s Himalayan
communities remind us that

sustainable development
begins with respect for
people, culture and nature.
The Great Himalayan
Exploration is an important
initiative that brings these
connections to life, linking
cultural heritage,
environmental stewardship
and local livelihoods.

“As we mark
International Intangible
Cultural Heritage Day on 17
October, we are reminded
that safeguarding living
heritage is essential to
advancing the SDGs and
building a more inclusive
future for all.” said Shombi
Sharp, UN Resident
Coordinator in India.

Highlighting the
importance of preserving
living heritage, Tim Curtis,
Director and
Representative, UNESCO
Regional Office for South
Asia said, “The Great
Himalayan Exploration is an
example of how
communities, explorers and
storytellers come together
to safeguard Intangible
Cultural Heritage in its living
form. In order to keep these
practices alive across
generations, rather than

trying to freeze them in time,
living heritage needed to be
understood as dynamic,
rather than static. The 2003
Convention’s definition of
ICH therefore recognized
that ICH is constantly
recreated by communities
and groups in response to
their environment, their
interaction with nature and
their history. UNESCO is
proud to partner with Royal
Enfield in an initiative that
honours the voices of
Himalayan communities
and helps ensure their
living heritage continues to
inspire generations to
come. As vehicles of
identity and social
cohesion, these traditions
need to be valued and
safeguarded in all their
diversity."Speaking at the
opening, Bidisha Dey,
Executive Director, Eicher
Group Foundation, the CSR
arm of Royal Enfield said
“The Great Himalayan
Exploration brings together
rider-researchers, creative
practitioners, storytellers,
and experts under the
UNESCO–Royal Enfield
partnership to celebrate the living
heritage of the Himalayas.

Prashant Kishor
not contest
Bihar assembly
elections

Patna, Oct 15 (UNI) In a
surprising move, the senior
political strategist and Jan
Suraj leader Prashant
Kishor today announced
that he will not contest
elections from any
constituency in Bihar,
choosing instead to focus
on party strategy and
organizational work.

Amid speculations
doing rounds in the
political corridors
regarding Kishor
contesting from Raghopur
Assembly Constituency,
Kishor toured Raghopur to
get the feedback of the
local people for taking a
final call on the issue, but
later decided not to enter
into the electoral battle.

In a statement to the
media, Kishor, however,
said that the decision
regarding his candidacy
was to be taken by the
party. The Jan Suraj think
tank decided that, due to his
continuous engagements
and the need to devote time
to all constituencies, he
would not contest from any
seat personally, pleaded
Kishor.He emphasised that
this decision was made in
the "larger interest of the
party," allowing him to
focus on strengthening its
organizational framework
and outreach efforts.

Meanwhile, a party
spokesperson added that
Kishor was prepared to
contest and had even
conducted trial runs in the
Raghopur Assembly
constituency, but ultimately
accepted the party’s
decision. The party has
fielded Chanchal Singh
from Raghopur seat,
traditionally held by the
RJD.As it is, Kishor had
previously indicated
possible candidacies from
either Raghopur or
Kargahar.Commenting on
the ongoing disputes over
seat-sharing in the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA),
Kishor criticised the
scramble for power, saying,
“All parties are fighting for
more seats to secure a larger
share of power and greater
opportunities for corruption.”

Sanjay-Vijay-Lalan ruined
JD(U), says Tejashw

Patna, Oct 15 (UNI) After filing his nomination on
Wednesday from Raghopur for the Bihar Assembly
Election 2025, former Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar
Tejashwi Yadav launched a sharp attack on JD(U) leaders
Sanjay Jha, Vijay Chaudhary, and Lalan Singh.

He alleged that these leaders have sold out the party
to the BJP and have destroyed Nitish Kumar's political
identity.

Making these remarks, Tejashwi stressed on the
surnames of the three leaders, who come from the upper
castes. With this, he made an attempt to convey the
message that the JD(U) is no longer the same party that
was led by Nitish Kumar, who comes from the Kurmi OBC
community. It has been hijacked by upper caste leaders.

The JD(U) has traditionally been considered as a party
largely supported by the Extremely Backward Classes
(EBC) and economically deprived OBC communities.

The RJD leader also said that the people of Bihar want
change this time and promised that the change will happen.

He asserted, "People are tired of the same old, worn-
out government of the past 20 years. Now the people
want change, and change will happen. In the double-
engine government, one engine is involved in corruption
and the other in crime."Earlier, Tejashwi Yadav filed
nomination to contest the Assembly elections from this
seat for the third time. He was accompanied by his father
and RJD supremo Lalu Prasad Yadav, mother Rabri Devi,
and sister Misa Bharti.Raghopur has been a traditional
stronghold of the RJD. Former Bihar Chief Ministers Lalu
Prasad Yadav and Rabri Devi have both represented this
constituency in the past.an Suraaj Party founder Prashant
Kishor had earlier indicated that he would contest from
Raghopur, drawing everyone's attention to this high-
profile seat, where an intense contest was
expected.However, Prashant Kishor withdrew from the
contest. Instead, Jan Suraaj has fielded Chanchal Kumar
Singh as its candidate from Raghopur.

Loneliness, social
isolation may raise
risk of death in
people with cancer

Loneliness and social isolation can
raise the risk of death from cancer
as well as from all causes among
those with the disease, according to
a study.

In a pooled data analysis of 13
studies involving over 15 lakh
patients, a team of Canadian
researchers led by those from the
University of Toronto found that
loneliness is relatively common
among people with cancer.

The potential impact of loneliness
on death from cancer was reported
for 2,142,338 patients in nine studies,
and pooled data analysis showed that
it was associated with an 11 per cent
heightened risk of death from the
disease, after adjusting for small
study sizes.

"These findings collectively
suggest that loneliness and social
isolation may influence cancer
outcomes beyond traditional
biological and treatment-related
factors," said the researchers in the
paper published online in the open-
access journal BMJ Oncology.

Exploring the reasons, the team
found that social isolation and
loneliness increase mortality risk in
patients with cancer through
interconnected biological,
psychological, and behavioural
mechanisms.

"Biologically, the stress response
triggered by loneliness may lead to
immune dysregulation and heightened
inflammatory activity, ultimately
contributing to disease progression,"
the researchers explained.

At the same time, the unique
burden of cancer survivorship often
includes forms of isolation stemming
directly from disease and treatment
experiences. This includes the
inability of loved ones to fully
understand cancer-associated fears,
stigma around visible treatment
effects, and survivorship-related
anxieties, affecting the oncology
patients psychosocially.

Further, cancer treatment can also
induce physical changes such as
fatigue, cognitive impairments,
which may further limit social
participation, while prolonged
medicalisation of life can erode pre-
illness identity and community
connections.

If the findings are confirmed in
further methodologically sound
studies, it would indicate the need
to routinely incorporate psychosocial
assessments and targeted
interventions into cancer care to
improve outcomes, the researchers
said.
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Mumbai, Oct 15
(IANS) : The organisers of
Norway Chess on
Thursday announced the
launch of a new World
Championship, which will
crown a champion across
all time controls -- the Fast
Classic, Rapid and Blitz,
which has been approved
and endorsed by the
sport's world governing
body, FIDE. The new
championship, titled the
Total Chess World
Championship Tour, will
consist of four events
each year and crown a
combined champion

Chess launches new World Championship,
approved by FIDE, to crown combined
winner in Fast Classic, Rapid, Blitz

across three disciplines –
Fast Classic, Rapid, and
Blitz chess. “We expect
this to become one of the
most prestigious events in
the entire chess
Calendar,” Kjell Madland,
CEO of Norway Chess
and of the new
championship, said in a
release on Wednesday.

The Total Chess World
Championship Tour will
crown an overall champion
across three disciplines -
Fast Classic, Rapid, and
Blitz, and the winner will
be crowned FIDE World
Combined Champion.The

overall championship,
comprising four
tournaments held in
various global cities, will
have a minimum $2.7mn
annual prize pool across
the Tour -- $750,000 per
event for the first three
events and: $450,000 for
the finals -- plus
performance bonuses. A
pilot tournament is
planned for fall 2026, with
the first full championship
season in 2027.The initiative
comes from the organisers
of the prestigious Norway
Chess tournament, and
the official World

Championship status
agreement was signed
with the International
Chess Federation (FIDE)
in early October. The
vision of the Total Chess
World Championship Tour
is to find the player who
best masters the
disciplines Fast Classic,
Rapid, and Blitz combined.
Fast Classic is an
innovation of classical
chess, featuring a time
limit as short as 45
minutes plus a 30-second
increment per move. This
will receive a rating as
classical chess.

Colombo, Oct 15 (UNI) :
The ICC Women's World
Cup 2025 clash between
England Women and
Pakistan Women at the R
Premadasa Stadium here
today ended in a no-result
after rain once again
disrupted play, marking the
third match of the
tournament washed out at
the venue.

England had managed
to post 133 for 9 in their 31-
over innings after rain
earlier reduced the contest
to a 31-over per side match.

Hether Knight and Em
Arlott scored 18 runs each,
while Charlie Dean top-
scored with 33 runs.
Pakistan bowlers were
exceptional, with Fatima
Sana claiming four wickets,
including dismissals of
Amy Jones, Heather
Knight, Nat Sciver-Brunt,
and Charlie Dean.

Diana Baig also made
early inroads, removing
Tammy Beaumont in a
superb comeback spell.
Other notable dismissals
included Sophia Dunkley
lbw to Sadia Iqbal and Alice
Capsey falling to Rameen
Shamim.Pakistan also
benefited from two run-
outs, including Em Arlott
run out by a sharp throw
from Syeda Aroob Shah and
Sidra Nawaz.

England’s innings saw
late aggression with Charlie
Dean and Em Arlott hitting
several boundaries off
Omaima Sohail and Rameen
Shamim, but wickets fell at

England-Pak WWC
clash ends in
no-result after rains

regular intervals, leaving
them nine down at 133 in 31
overs. Key moments
included Dean’s fourth-
wicket dismissal to Fatima
Sana and Arlott’s run-out
from a sharp throw at short
third.

Pakistan Women began
their reply confidently,
reaching 34 without loss in
6.4 overs. Muneeba Ali and
Omaima Sohail anchored
the innings, with both
making an immediate
impact. Muneeba began
with a stylish cut shot for
four off Nat Sciver-Brunt,
while Omaima dominated
with successive
boundaries, including
elegant drives and cuts off
Em Arlott and Linsey Smith.
Her quickfire hitting
included four consecutive
fours between the 3rd and
5th overs, highlighting
Pakistan’s intent to chase
down the target.

However, the heavens
opened once more, forcing
the umpires to call off the
match. With the points
shared, Pakistan were left
frustrated at not being able
to complete a promising
chase.The match
showcased disciplined
bowling, aggressive
batting, and sharp fielding,
underlining the competitive
intensity of the Women’s
World Cup.Fans will be
hoping for clearer skies as
the tournament continues,
with the next fixture
promising more excitement
and crucial points on the line.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (UNI)
: Roop Singh, a two-time
Olympic gold medallist and
one of the finest forwards
of Indian hockey’s golden
era, remains an enduring
symbol of India's
dominance that defined the
sport in its early decades.

A member of India’s
victorious teams at the 1932
Los Angeles and 1936
Berlin Olympics, and the
younger brother of the
legendary Major Dhyan
Chand, Roop Singh’s name
occupies a proud place in
the game’s history.

For Gurbux Singh,
Olympic gold medallist at
Tokyo 1964, bronze
medallist at Mexico City
1968, and recipient of the
Arjuna Award, the
connection is deeply
personal. One of India’s
most respected figures in
hockey, Gurbux was
coached by Roop Singh

Gurbux Singh salutes Roop Singh’s legacy
early in his career, an
experience that left a lasting
impression on him.

“I was in college in Delhi
when I was called for the
Madhya Bharat trials in
1955,” he said. “The trials
were in Gwalior, and that
was where I met Roop
Singh for the first time. He
was the coach and manager
of our team. I was just a
university boy then, and it
was a revelation to see a
legend like him and spend
time with him.”

Gurbux remembered him
as a man of warmth. “He
was a thorough gentleman,
very simple and friendly.
Despite all his
achievements, he was
approachable and kind. It
was my first national
championship, and to be
coached by him was a great
fortune.”, he expressed.

The 1955 Nationals in
Madras marked the

beginning of a journey that
shaped Gurbux Singh’s
legendary career. Roop
Singh, who had won
Olympic gold in 1932 and
1936, brought with him

a sense of purpose that
deeply inspired those
around him.

“He belonged to a
generation we looked up
to,” Gurbux said. “I was
born before Independence,
and for us, they were icons.
I did not see Roop Singh or
Dhyan Chand play at their
peak, but I knew of their
greatness. Had there been
no World War II, India
would certainly have won
two more Olympic golds in
1940 and 1944. They were
good enough. Roop Singh
would have played, and he
would have added to that
legacy.”

He also recalled how
Dhyan Chand himself often
said that his younger

brother was the better
player, a testament to Roop
Singh’s quiet brilliance.

“It also shows the
greatness of Dhyan Chand
that he considered his
younger brother even
greater than himself,”
Gurbux said.

But beneath the glory,
Gurbux added that the
challenges faced by Roop
Singh, later in his life is a
testament to how much
Indian Hockey has
changed.“It hurt me deeply
to see that we did not value
their greatness enough,” he
said.“I still remember an
exhibition match held in
Bombay in the late 1950s to
collect money for Roop
Singh. Only a small amount,
perhaps a hundred rupees,
was collected and handed
over. They were men who
never played for money,
only for the nation. They
achieved everything for

India, but life was not easy
for them later.”

However, he added with
optimism, “That has
changed now. Our players
are being looked after
much better, and that is one
of the reasons hockey is
improving again. Things
have taken a turn

for the better, and that
is how it should be.”

As Indian hockey
celebrates 100 years,
Gurbux Singh’s words
carried a reminder for the
next generation.

“Legends like Roop
Singh started the journey,”
he said. “For forty years we
were in the wilderness, but
now we have returned with
two Olympic bronze
medals. The next step is to
go for gold again. The
inspiration is there, as these
men laid the foundation. It
is up to today’s players to
keep the flag flying.”

UIPM chief hails
Beijing Obstacle
Worlds as key
step toward
Olympics

Geneva, Oct 15 (UNI) :
Union Internationale de
Pentathlon Moderne
(UIPM) president Rob Stull
said he is looking forward
to the UIPM Obstacle
World Championships in
Beijing, calling it an
important opportunity for
the sport's growth as it
moves toward the Olympic
stage.The championships
will take place from October
21 to 25. China is set to host
four consecutive editions
of the event from 2025 to
2028."I think China's a great
place to kick this off. Why
China? Because of the
population base. You're
able to reach so many
people," Stull said on
Tuesday.

"Municipalities realize
that this is a good
investment. It's a good
train to get on. That's a
great opportunity."

The obstacle course
was officially added to
modern pentathlon at the
72nd UIPM Congress in
Monaco on November 12,
2022, replacing horse riding
as one of the five
disciplines.

The 141st International
Olympic Committee Session
later approved the
inclusion of modern
pentathlon in the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympic Games,
marking Paris 2024 as the
last Olympics to feature
horse riding.

The head-to-head,
ninja-style obstacle race
will make its Olympic debut
at LA28 in a 90-minute
format alongside fencing,
swimming, laser shooting
and running.

"We need to modernize
one of the oldest sports on
the Olympic program
created by the founder
Pierre de Coubertin. We
need an event that would
attract the youth. It cannot
be long, it has to be
accessible and be able to
reach everyone," Stull said.

According to the UIPM
website, it is "the only
recognized governing body
of obstacle sport in the
Olympic movement."

"Obstacle racing
doesn't have an IOC-
recognized federation,"
Stull said. "We're in the
process of integrating with
the obstacle community,
which is very loosely
organized. We want to bring
them into the family and
give them a place to be tied
with a recognized Olympic
federation."

Anvay Dravid leads
Karnataka to victory in
Vinoo Mankad Trophy

Bengaluru, Oct 15 (UNI) Carrying forward the legacy
of one of India's most respected cricketers, Anvay Dravid,
son of former India captain and cricketing icon Rahul
Dravid, played a captain's knock to lead Karnataka Under-
19 to a commanding win in the prestigious Vinoo Mankad
Trophy.Displaying maturity well beyond his years, the
young wicketkeeper-batsman remained unbeaten on 82
runs off 93 balls, guiding his team home in a tricky chase
of 236 runs. His calm and composed innings under
pressure earned him accolades from across the domestic
circuit, marking another memorable moment for the Dravid
family in Indian cricket.

Karnataka, who were jolted early at 41 for 2, found
themselves in deep trouble when the third wicket fell at
44, but the 18-year-old captain showed composure under
pressure, stabilizing the innings with a brilliant 144-run
partnership for the fourth wicket with Siddharth Akhil,
who scored an impressive 75 off 79 balls.

Once Siddharth departed, Anvay took charge of the
chase with maturity and precision, rotating the strike
efficiently and finding gaps to keep the scoreboard ticking.
He later shared an unbeaten 48-run stand with Rehan
Mohammed, ensuring Karnataka crossed the finish line
without further hiccups.

Observers noted that Anvay's innings mirrored many
qualities long associated with his father — patience,
technical soundness, and a strong sense of responsibility
under pressure. Like Rahul Dravid, Anvay also keeps
wickets, adding another layer to the comparison with the
former Indian skipper known for his versatility and calm
demeanor.

The performance not only earned Karnataka crucial
points in the Vinoo Mankad Trophy but also positioned
Anvay as a potential future star in Indian cricket's
developmental ranks. Coaches within the Karnataka State
Cricket Association praised his ability to anchor the
innings and lead from the front.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (UNI)
: Minister of Youth Affairs
& Sports Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya on Wednesday
said “a huge moment for
Indian sports” after
Ahmedabad was
recommended by the
executive board of
Commonwealth Sport as the
host city for the 2030
Centenary Commonwealth
Games.The recommendation
shall be now placed to the
General Assembly of
Commonwealth Sport to be
held on November 26, 2025.

In a social media post from
his official handle, union
Sports Minister said: “A huge
moment for Indian sports!
Grateful to Commonwealth

A huge moment for Indian sports,'
says Dr Mandaviya as Ahmedabad
recommended to host 2030 CWG

Sport’s Executive Board for
recommending Ahmedabad
as the proposed host city for
the Centenary
Commonwealth Games in
2030, a proud milestone for our
nation.“This decision reflects
India’s growing dominance in
global sport, made possible by
the visionary leadership of PM
Shri ?@narendramodi ji,
whose commitment has put
India firmly on the world
sporting map.”Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya said that this
development will give
significant boost to India’s
ambitions of hosting the
Summer Olympic Games in
2036."It is a big boost to the
union Government’s vision
of hosting the 2036 Olympic

Games. We successfully
staged the World Para
Athletics Championship
recently in New Delhi with
the participation of over
2200 athletes and support
staff from 100-plus nations,
drawing praise from
International Paralympic
Committee president
Andrew Parsons and top
international athletes. In
the last decade, the
country has not only
developed world-class
sports infrastructure but
through policy changes,
sports science andfinancial
support we are on a fast-paced
road to transforming India into
a nation of champions,” Dr
Mandaviya said.

Rajkot, Oct 15 (UNI) :
Karun Nair and Devdutt
Padikkal struck fluent half-
centuries to guide
Karnataka to a strong
position on the opening
day of their Ranji Trophy
Elite Group B match against
Saurashtra here today .

After early setbacks
with both openers Nikin
Jose and skipper Mayank
Agarwal dismissed cheaply
for just 26 runs, Padikkal (96
off 141 balls, 11 fours) and
Nair (73 off 126 balls, 9
fours) steadied the innings
with a vital 146-run
partnership for the third
wicket.

Padikkal fell just four
short of a century, bowled
by left-arm spinner
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja,
who was the pick of

Padikkal, Nair shine as Karnataka
post 295/5 vs Saurashtra

Saurashtra’s bowlers,
finishing the day with 4 for
100.Nair, returning to
Karnataka after a stint with
Vidarbha, showed
composure and timing on
both sides of the wicket
before being trapped leg-
before by Jadeja.

At stumps, Karnataka
were comfortably placed at
295 for 5, thanks to an
unbeaten 81-run stand
between R Smaran (66 not
out) and Shreyas Gopal (38
not out).

Earlier, Dharmendrasinh
Jadeja’s double strike had
given Saurashtra a bright
start, but Karnataka’s
middle order rallied
strongly. Padikkal
dominated the off-side with
crisp cuts and drives, while
Nair preferred the leg-side

boundaries to release
pressure.In other Group B
matches, Maharashtra were
reeling at 179 for 7 in
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m
despite Ruturaj Gaikwad’s
91, as MD Nidhish claimed
4 for 42. In Porvorim, Goa
rode on unbeaten knocks
from Abhinav Tejrana
(130*) and Lalit Yadav (80*)
to post 291 for 3 against
Chandigarh.

Meanwhile, in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh bundled
out Punjab for 232, with
Saransh Jain returning
impressive figures of 6 for
75.

The second day’s play
will be crucial for Karnataka
as they aim to cross the 400-
run mark and build early
pressure on Saurashtra’s
batting lineup.

Lewandowski's
hamstring
injury adds to
Barca woes

Madrid, Oct 15 (UNI)
FC Barcelona's injury
concerns deepened as
striker Robert
Lewandowski became the
latest player sidelined
with a muscle injury.

The Polish forward
sustained a hamstring
problem in his left thigh
while on international
duty, Barcelona confirmed
in a medical report.

 The club did not
specify a recovery time,
but Spanish daily Diario
AS estimated an
absence of around
four weeks.

Lewandowski is the
third Barca player to
return injured during
the international break.
Midfielder Dani Olmo
picked up a calf injury
in training with Spain
and is expected to miss
three weeks, while
Ferran Torres left
Spain's squad with a
slight muscle strain but
should be fit for
Saturday's La Liga home
match against Girona.

Both Lewandowski
and Olmo are likely to
miss the season's first
Clasico away to Real
Madrid on October 26.

Meanwhile, Raphinha
and Lamine Yamal are
expected to be available,
though coach Hansi Flick
will manage Yamal's
minutes carefully due to
his recurring pelvic issue.



Thursday, October 16, 20258STANDARD POST, Mumbai

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Oct 15 :

General Manager, Central
Railway, Shri Vijay Kumar,
conducted an extensive
inspection of Pune Division
today, reviewing ongoing
development projects,
passenger amenities, and
operational facilities across
major stations and
terminals. Shri Vijay Kumar
reviewed the
redevelopment and
modernization works,
including circulating area
improvements, yard
remodeling, and passenger
facility enhancements at
Pune Railway Station. He
also inspected the station
concourse, foot
overbridges, platforms,
and  passenger information
systems. General Manager
appreciated the staff for
their efforts in maintaining
cleanliness, punctuality
and passenger
satisfaction.“

The General Manager
then inspected the
upcoming Khadki terminal,
which is being developed
to ease congestion at Pune

GM, Central Railway, inspects key development and
passenger infrastructure works in Pune Division

station and enhance
terminal capacity for
originating trains.

He reviewed the
progress of platform
extension works, stabling
facilities, and passenger
amenities under
development, and
instructed officials to
ensure timely completion
with due focus on quality
and safety. Following this,
the General Manager
inspected the Chinchwad
Railway Station and
Chinchwad Automobile

Loading Terminal.
Further, the General

Manager visited the
Hadapsar terminal, where
he inspected the ongoing
works related to terminal
development, yard
remodeling, aimed at
improving operational
flexibility and originating
train capacity. He
emphasized on maintaining
quality, safety, and
adherence to timelines. He
also reviewed the work of
Alandi Coaching Depot
Terminal.

Shri Vijay Kumar, General
Manager and Smt. Kiran
Badhan, President, Central
Railway Women’s Welfare
Organisation (CRWWO),
inspected the Divisional
Railway Hospital, Pune.
Smt. Kiran Badhan
appreciated the new Baby
Breastfeeding Room, newly
installed fowler beds in the
Male General Ward and an
Advanced Operation
Theatre Table, for
strengthening healthcare
facilities for railway staff
and their families. Smt.

Kiran Badhan also visited
the Little Angels school at
Railway Colony Ghorpadi
where she interacted with
students  and teachers.

The day’s inspection
concluded with a
Divisional Presentation by
Divisional Railway
Manager Shri Rajesh
Kumar Verma and had
interaction with officers at
the Divisional Office, Pune.
Shri Vijay Kumar
emphasized for continued
focus on safety, passenger
convenience, infrastructure
expansion, and
modernization, in line with
the vision of Indian
Railways.

During inspection Shri
Avinash Kumar Pandey,
Chief Administrative
Officer (Construction); Shri
Arvind Malkhede, Principal
Chief Commercial
Manager; Shri S. K. Sagar,
Principal Chief Mechanical
Engineer;  Shri Rajesh
Kumar Verma, Divisional
Railway Manager and other
senior officers of
headquarter and Pune
Division were present.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Oct 15

Western Railways’,
Mumbai Central Division
has transformed its existing
60 KLD Effluent Treatment
Plant (ETP) at the Surat
Mechanized Laundry into a
Water Recycling Plant
(WRP). This new upgrade
is part of Indian Railways’
efforts to protect the
environment. It focuses on
using treated wastewater
again and reduce harm to
nature. By leveraging
advanced treatment
technologies, the initiative
exemplifies how
infrastructure can be
optimized to promote
resource efficiency, cost

Water recycling plant at mechanized Laundry in Surat

savings and long term
sustainability in railway
operations.

According to a press
release issued by Public
Relations Department of
Western Railway, in a major
step towards sustainable
water management,
Western Railways’ Mumbai
Central Division has
successfully converted it’s
60 KLD Effluent Treatment
Plant into a Water
Recycling Plant at the
Mechanized Laundry,
Surat. This initiative taken
by Railways shows their
ongoing efforts to
conserve water and reduce
environmental impact
through advanced

treatment and reuse
technologies.

The Water Recycling
Plant is designed to treat
and recycle waste water
generated from laundry
operations. The system
processes effluent and
converts it into high quality
recycled water for non-
potable uses, primarily
washing of coaches.

The treatment process
begins with effluent
collection, where
wastewater generated from
laundry operations is first
collected in a holding tank.
It then enters the Effluent
Treatment Plant, where it
undergoes a series of
treatments including pre-

treatment, chemical and
biological treatment and
tertiary disinfection using
either UV or chlorine to
eliminate contaminants.
After this, the water is sent
to the Water Recycling
Plant, where it is further
refined through sand and
membrane filtration,
followed by a final
disinfection and then
stored for reuse.

The key benefits of the
treatment process include
water conservation, as the
water is treated and reused
daily to reduce dependence
on fresh water. It also leads
to cost reduction through
lower expenditure in water
procurement and sewage

disposal. Environmental
sustainability is supported
by reducing effluent
discharge to meet
environmental standards.
The process ensures
regulatory compliance, as
the wastewater treatment
and reuse meet the required
norms. Additionally, it
enhances operational
efficiency by enabling cost-
effective and sustainable
laundry operations.

The treated water is
mostly used for washing of
coaches, a high water
consuming process. This
reuse of water cuts down
the demand for fresh water
while maintaining cleaning
efficiency through
advanced filtration and
disinfection system.

Water Recycling Plants
conversion from the
Effluent Treatment Plant
marks a major milestone in
Western Railways
environment sustainability
drive. This initiative not only
conserves valuable water
resources but also aligns
commitment of Railways
commitment of achieving
green and efficient operations
across its network.

Selection test of joint team of
Mahavitaran Union Office and
Bhandup Circle for sports
competition concluded

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Oct 15 :The

selection test for the joint
team of Mahavitaran Union
Office and Bhandup Circle
for the inter-zonal sports
competition to be held in
Amravati was successfully
concluded today on 15th
October 2025 at Navi
Mumbai Sports
Association, Vashi. The
chief guests of the event
were Executive Director
(Distribution), Mr.
Dhananjay Aundhekar,
Program Chairman and
Chief Engineer of Bhandup
Circle Mr. Sanjay Patil, General
Manager (HR) Mr. Rajendra
Pandey along with other
senior officers, employees
and enthusiastic players.

he selection test for the
inter-zonal sports
competition to be held in
Amravati was successfully
concluded today at Navi
Mumbai Sports
Association, Vashi.  This
selection test includes
Kabaddi, Kho Kho, Chess,
Carrom, Volleyball, Cricket,

Badminton, Table Tennis,
Bridge, Wrestling, Power
Lifting, Body Building,
100m Running, 200m
Running, 400m Running,
800m Running, 1500m
Running, 5000m Running,
4x100 Relay, High Jump,
Long Jump, Shot Put,
Javelin Throw, Plate Throw,
Tennicott. The players
selected in this test will
represent the joint team of
the Union Office and
Bhandup Circle for the
Inter-Circular Sports
Competition to be held in
Amravati. Speaking to
boost the morale of the
players in the program,
Hon. Executive Director
(Distribution) Shri.
Dhananjay Aundhekar said
that if the players play the
game with team spirit, they
will definitely win. Playing
games gives a person new
energy in the stressful life
of every day. Playing games
increases the qualities of
d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,
perseverance, cooperation,
team spirit etc. in our mind.

Therefore, MSEDCL always
encourages its employees
in such activities. Chief
Engineer, Bhandup Circle,
Shri Sanjay Patil said, 'While
playing sports, we forget
our position, our age and
play sports so that a team
spirit is created among us.
The Bhandup and
headquarters team has
always been superior in
everything. So we have to
maintain that this year also
and play better than last
time and win more games.'
Shri Patil appreciated the
special efforts of the Vashi
Circle and especially the
Deputy Chief Industrial
Relations Officer Shri
Mahendra Bagul and his
department for the
successful conduct of this
selection test program. We
have provided very good
facilities for the practice of
the mine. I am sure that we
will play very well and the
Bhandup Circle and
headquarters team will
achieve success in the
inter-zone competition.

IRCTC announces ‘BHAVYA
GUJARAT’ Bharat Gaurav Tourist
Train from Telugu States

(Standard Post Bureau)
Hyderabad, Oct 15 :

IRCTC has announced the
tour of “BHAVYA
GUJARAT” Bharat
Gaurav Tourist Train
starting from Renigunta
Railway Station on 26th

October, 2025 at 15.00 hrs.
The train will cover
Dwarkadhish Temple,
Nageshwar Temple, Bet
Dwarka, Somnath Temple,
Sabarmati Ashram,
Modhera Sun Temple,
Rani Ki V  av and Statue
of Unity.

The boarding / de-
boarding facility provided
at important enroute
stations like Gudur,
Nellore, Ongole, Chirala,
Tenali and Vijayawada in
Andhra Pradesh State,
Khammam, Kazipet,
Secunderabad and

Nizamabad in Telangana
State, Hazur Sahib
Nanded and Purna in
Maharashtra State. The
whole trip will be covered
over a period of 09 nights
/ 10 days. It includes all
travel facilities (including
both rail as well as road
transport),
accommodation facility,

catering arrangements
(Morning Tea, Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner – both
On-Board and Off-Board).
Security on train (CCTV in
all Coaches), public
announcement facility in
all coaches, travel
insurance and IRCTC staff
available in every coach
throughout the travel.

Western Railway to run a
weeekly special train
between Valsad - Hisar

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Oct 15 : For the convenience of passengers

and with a view to meet the travel demand during the festive
season of Diwali and Chhath Puja, Western Railway will
run a Special Train on Special fare between Valsad - Hisar
stations.

According to a press release issued by Public Relations
Department of Western Railway, the details of this train is
as under:

1.      Train No. 04728/04727 Valsad – Hisar Weekly
Special [08 Trips]

Train No. 04728 Valsad – Hisar Special will depart from
Valsad every Thursday at 14:50 hrs and will reach Hisar at
14:05 hrs, the next day. This train will run from 16th October
to 06th November, 2025. Similarly, Train No. 04727 Hisar –
Valsad Special will depart from Hisar every Wednesday at
12:05 hrs and will reach Valsad at 11.30 hrs, the next day.
This train will run from 15th October to 05th November,
2025.

Enroute, this train will halt at Navsari, Surat, Bharuch,
Vadodara, Godhra, Dahod, Ratlam, Mandsor, Nimach,
Chittaurgarh, Bhilwara, Bijai Nagar, Nasirabad, Ajmer,
Kishangarh, Phulera, Ringas, Nim Ka Thana, Narnaul,
Rewari, Charkhi Dadri, Bhiwani and Hansi stations in both
directions.

This train comprises of First AC, AC 2-Tier, AC 3-Tier,
Sleeper Class and General Second Class Coaches.

Bishkek/New Delhi, Oct 15 (UNI)
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, who
is visiting the Kyrgyz Republic, today held
talks with his Kyrgyz counterpart Lt. Gen.
Baktybek Bekbolotov during which both
sides agreed to enhance collaboration on
countering terrorism and extremism.

NSA Doval is to participate in the 3rd
India-Central Asia National Security
Advisers / Secretaries of the Security
Councils meeting in Bishkek.

Earlier, NSA Ajit Doval was warmly
welcomed by First Deputy Secretary of the
Security Council of the Kyrgyz Republic
Melis Satybaldiev on arrival at Bishkek.

NSA Ajit Doval met Secretary of
the Security Council of the Kyrgyz
R e p u b l i c  L t .  G e n .  B a k t y b e k
Bekbolotov today at Bishkek. Both
s i d e s  d i s c u s s e d  b i l a t e r a l
cooperation and agreed to enhance
existing collaboration on countering
terrorism, radicalisation, extremism and
drug trafficking.

They reviewed bilateral defence
cooperation and discussed regional
security issues. Both sides also

NSA Ajit Doval in Bishkek for
India-Central Asia security meet;
holds talks with Kyrgyz counterpart

emphasized the need to coordinate
positions on issues of common concern at
regional and multilateral fora, the Indian
embassy said on X.

The first meeting of the India-Central
Asian NSAs was held in New Delhi in
December 2022. The key outcomes included
a joint communique on combating terrorism,
prioritizing connectivity projects like the
Chabahar Port, and discussing the situation
in Afghanistan -- just over a year after the
Taliban overran Kabul.

The second meeting was held in 2023 in
Astana, Kazakhstan, during which India
emphasized the importance of connectivity
projects but stressed that they must respect
the sovereignty of a country.

These meetings have focused on
Afghanistan, cross-border terrorism, terror
financing, and improved regional
connectivity.

Notably, India’s relations with the Kabul
government have improved considerably,
with the Afghan Taliban Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi paying a five-day visit
to India, during which he held talks with the
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.
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