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Mumbai, Aug 30 (UNI) :
Marathareservation activist
Manoj Jarange Patil has
demanded that the
government immediately
issue an order declaring all
Marathasin Marathwadaas
Kunbi.

The statement came
after hismeeting with retired
Justice Sandeep Shinde,
chairman of the high-level
committee appointed onthe
Maratha reservation issue.

Justice Shinde provided
Jarangewith dataon verified
records from across

the tenure of the genealogy committees set up at the
taluka level, to issue Kunbi certificates to eligible
members of the M arathacommunity until June 30, 2026,
Social Justice Minister Sanjay Shirsat announced.

The move is seen as a significant step against the
backdrop of the ongoing Maratha reservation agitation.

The high-level committee led by retired Justice
Sandeep Shinde, formed to study the Maratha

Govt. extends tenure of Genealogy
committees for issuing Kunbi certificates

Mumbai Aug 30 (UNI) : Thegovernment hasextended

reservation issue, has also been granted an extension
until December 31, 2025. Accordingly, the genealogy
committees have been given additional time.

The taluka-level genealogy committees, headed by
tehsildars, wereoriginally congtituted on January 25, 2024,
with amandate valid until June 30, 2025. However, since
the decision to issue Kunbi certificates will be based on
the recommendations of the Shinde committee, the
government has extended their tenure by one more year.

Maharashtra. He informed
him that about 58 lakh

documents were verified, OBCsarethesame.
proving that Marathas and Based on

committee’s 13-month-long he would not back down
e study, Jarange warned that until the government issues

AmitShah, Fadnauis offers nravers at Lalbaug charaja

Mumbai Aug 30 (UNI) :
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah who isin Mumbai on
atwo-day tour coinciding
with Ganeshotsav
festivities, visited Lalbaug
chaRagja, one of the
famous Ganesh mandalsin
Mumbai this afternoon.

Shah was accompanied
by hiswife Sonal Shah,
sonICC chairman Jay
Shah, Chief Minister
Devendar Fadnavis,
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and others.

Before visiting
Lalbaug chaRaja, Shah
also visited Varsha the
residence of Fadnavis and
took darshan of lord
Ganesh aswell as offered
prayers.

Shah, along with his
family, visitsthe Lalbaug
chaRajaevery year.

Shah held ameeting

Uddhav Thackeray extends support to Manoj Jarange

Mumbai, Aug 30 (UNI)
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray held a
phone conversation with
Marathareservation activist

Union Home Minister Amit Shah along W|th Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde visits the pandal of 'Lalbaugcha

Raja idol of Lord Ganesha, in Mumbai on Saturday.

i BJP President Ravindra
Chavan and Mumbai BJP
§  Chief Ameet Satam.
" According to the
sources, Shah was briefed
on the political situation,
§ the ongoing Maratha
" protests and the
¢ preparations of the
M aharashtramegalocal
bodies elections.

The sources also said
that last night BJP general

him and they discussed
the upcoming vice-
presidential election, Bihar
| Assembly polls and the

| party's organisational

¥ matters.

Shah a'so visited the
residence of state Cultura
Affairs Minister Ashish
Shelar for Ganpati darshan

this afternoon at the state
government's Sahyadri
Guest House in South

(UBT) leader Ambadas
Danvevisited theprotest site
and connected Thackeray
with Jarange-Patil over the
phone.During the

Mumbai, wherehe aso
interacted with DCM
Shinde, Rashtriya

of Maratha community
members who had gathered
in Mumbai for the protest
and said the Maharashtra
government must consider

and later he went to a
Ganpati Pandal in Andheri
area of suburban Mumbai.

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
Joint General Secretary
Atul Limaye, Maharashtra

increasing political backing.

Notably, two MLAsfrom
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) have expressed
support, while opposition

secretary Vinod Tawde met

their demands seriously.
Jarange-Patil’s agitation
has been receiving

conversation, Thackeray
reportedly expressed
surprise at the large number

Manoj Jarange-Patil,
extending his support to
Patil’s demands.Shiv Sena

BJP sounds poll bugle in Mumbai ahead of civic elections

pollsare expected soon, and BJP along with the Shiv Sena
(Shindefaction) isdetermined to wrest control of theBMC
from the Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray faction), which
has dominated the corporation for over two decades.
Against this backdrop, the BJP formally launched itselection
campaign, using Shah’s Mumbai tour as the occasion.

parties have been extending
assistance to the protest
from the very beginning.

Mumbai, Aug 30 (UNI) : Seizing the opportunity in
union Home Minister Amit Shah'svisit, the BJPhaskicked
off itscampaign for the upcoming Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) elections. Posters reading “Chala,
Mumbait Parivartan Ghadavu Y& (let’sbring about change
in Mumbai) have been put up across the city.The civic

Ahmednagar, Aug 30
(UNI) : Senior leader and
NCP-SP supremo Sharad
Pawar said that that a
constitutional amendment is
necessary to find a permanent
solution to the ongoing
maratha reservation issue.

Citing the Supreme
Court’s directive that the
reservation quota cannot
exceed 50-52 percent, he
pointed out that Tamil Nadu
has managed to implement
72 percent reservation,
which was upheld in the
apex court."If this can
happen there, why not in
M aharashtra?’ he
guestioned while
addressing the ongoing
Maratha reservation issue.

Pawar emphasised that if
the "overall progress of
society is to be achieved,
there is no alternative to
reservation”. "The quota
[imit must beincreased, and
the central government
should take the initiative in
this regard,” he
asserted.Highlighting
agrarian distress, Pawar

Supporters of activist Manoj Jarange Patil, who is on hunger strike demanding Maratha reservation, gather outside
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminusto join hisagitation, in Mumbai on Saturday.

an order declaring Marathas
inMarathwadaasKunbi. “If
castescan beincludedinthe
OBC category, why can't
Marathas be recognized as
Kunbis?' he questioned.
Justice Shinde, in
principle, accepted that
Marathas in Marathwada
were Kunbis, but clarified
that Kunbi certificateswould
be issued individualy, not
to the entire community at
once. He said the Hyderabad
Gazette would be impl-
emented, but said adetailed
study on how to implement it
was necessary, which could
takeupto Sx months.

Maratha quota
protester dies of

heart attack

Mumbai, Aug 30 (UNI) :
A Maratha quota protester
participating in activist
Manoj Jarange Patil's
ongoing agitation died of a
heart attack here today,
policesaid.

The deceased, identified
asVijay Kumar Ghorge(32),
was aresident of Takalgaon
inAhmedpur talukaof Latur
district.

According to police,
Ghorge was admitted to the
government-run JJHospital
after he developed chest
painwhilein South Mumbai.

Earlier, during Manoj
Jarange Patil's 'Chalo
Mumbai' agitation, another
protester, Satish Deshmukh,
had also died of a heart
attack in Pune.

Thisisthe second death
during the ongoing agitation

Sharad Pawar calls
for constitutional
amendment to
resolve Maratha
reservation issue

noted that with shrinking
farmland and a growing
farming-dependent
population, agricultural
income is insufficient to
support families. “For the
progress of farming
communities, reservationis
the only path,” he stressed.

He also underlined the
importance of "adopting
modern technology and
artificial intelligence in
agriculture to increase
productivity in smaller
landholdings". He praised
the Rayat Shikshan Sanstha
for taking steps in this
direction.Commenting on
current social tensions,
Pawar warned against the
confrontation between
Maratha and OBC
communities over
reservation, pointing out
that both communities are
largely backward and
struggling. “Marathas are
mainly dependent on
farming, but agriculture
alone cannot secure their
future. Hence, reservationis
their only option,” he added.

All parties of the NDA alliance

are completely united: Anupriya

Union Minister and Apna Dal (Sonelal) president
Anupriya Patel today said that al the allies of the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) are strongly
together under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Anupriya said that Apna Dal (S) will
contest the 2027 assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh
with the NDA. "It istoo early to say how many seats
Dal will contest. But effortswill be madeto strengthen
the organisation. If the organisation is strong, then the
election results will also be better,” she said.

(See on page 4)

I
Palestinian President Mahmoud

Abbas barred from attending ....

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has been
barred from attending the UN General Assembly
session in New York next month, following the US
revoking his visa and that of 80 other Palestinian

officids. ( See on page 5)

Sports minister wants to raise
India's share in global sports ...

Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports and
Labour & Employment, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviyatoday
stressed on the importance of promoting Swadeshi
and vowed to take India's share in global sports
manufacturing to 25 per cent (See on page 7)

CM Omar Abdullah directs speedy
restoration of Sgr-]mu

P — ’ o ]
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah today chaired ahigh-
level meeting to review restoration works on the
Jammu-Srinagar National Highway (NH-44) and other
major roads damaged by recent incessant rains,
directing authorities to ensure speedy road

connectivity, (See on page 8)
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Ganesh Festival celebrations

Mumbai GSB Sevamandal istherichest ganpati mandal
this year ganpati idol with 66kg if gold and 336kg of
silver ornaments plusinsurance cover of 474 crore.

Ganpati Festival Cel ebratlon
at Sagar Dhol€e's Residence Mumbai

Deepak Kumbhar Sai Sankul Jog&shwarl

Tanish Tushar Surve Sai Sankul Joggeshwari

Naveen urges Nadda to ensure urea supply for farmers

Bhubaneswar, Aug 30
(UNI) Expressing concern
over the shortage of
fertilisersin Odisha, Leader
of Opposition Naveen
Patnaik today urged the
Centre to immediately
supply urea in the larger
interest of the state’s
farmers.

Patnaik, in a letter to
union Fertilisers and
Chemicals Minister J.P.
Nadda, alleged widespread

irregularities in fertiliser
distribution across Odisha.

He said farmers are in
distress due to shortages,
adulteration, and the
unavailability of ureainthe
open market.

“Farmers have even
taken to the streets as the
fertiliser crisis has become
acute, particularly intribal-
dominated districts,”
Patnaik wrote.Highlighting
the importance of

agriculture to Odisha’s
economy, the former Chief
Minister said over 70 per
cent of the state’s
population depends on
farmingfor livelihood.

Patnaik noted that
Odisha, which once
depended on other states
for rice, has now become a
major contributor to the
country’s public
distribution system.

He attributed this

success to the application
of technology, timely
availability of quality
seeds, and efficient fertiliser
distribution in the past two
decades.

However, Patnaik
alleged that despite
government claims of
having 7.94 lakh tonnes of
fertilisersin stock, farmers
are not getting adequate
supplies.Urea, he said, is
being sold at prices higher

than the government’sfixed
rate, and he alleged that
Odisha's state-run agency
Markfed is diverting
fertilisersto privatedealers
at discounted rates instead
of supplying them directly
tofarmers. “Itisamatter of
serious concern that during
the peak Kharif season,
farmersare forced to leave
their fields and protest on
highways for fertilisers,”
Patnaik said.

Tampering in TOD meters “Two incidents revealed

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Kalyan, Aug 30
Mahavitaran has
undertaken a campaign to
remove old meters and
install new TOD meters
(Time of Day) in the state.
Two incidents of tampering
with these metershave been
revealed in Badlapur and

Vasal in Kalyan zone.

In Kalyan zone too, a
large number of electricity
consumers have replaced

their old meters with new
smart meters. Electricity
bills. Some consumers are
tampering with the meters
to reduce them.

But in reality,
consumers who use
electricity between9amand
5 pm are getting adiscount
of 80 paise per unit.

t hasbecomedifficult to
tamper withthe TOD meters
installed by Mahavitaran.
Sincethe new TOD meters

have acommunication port,
the Mahavitaran system
gets information about the
momentary electricity

consumption of the
consumer.
If thecustomer tampers

withit, themeter ischecked
at that placeand confirmed.
If this TOD meter is
tampered with, instead of
reducing theelectricity hill,
it has increased.

The Quality Control

Department of Badlapur
and Vasai subdivisions of
Mahavitaran had been
monitoring the electricity
consumption of such
suspected customers.
When the customer's meter
was actually installed, it
was found to have been
tampered with.
Mahavitaran has started
the process of filing a
police complaint against
such customers.

Tampering with
electricity meters is a
punishable offense. The
Electricity Act providesfor
strict imprisonment or
financial penalty for those
who stedl electricity.” Chief
Engineer Chandramani
Mishrahas appealed that if
it is found that the TOD
meter of Mahavitaran is
being tampered with, the
nearest Mahavitaran office
should be contacted.

An artificial lake and immersion system constructed for
Lord Ganesh i |mmer5|on Rudhubmod A. Sharma inspected

(Sandard Post Bureau)

MiraBhayander, Aug 30
Mira  Bhayander
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner and
Administrator Radhabinod
A. Sharma (B.P.S) in the
city on the background of
oneand ahalf daysof Lord
Ganesh immersion. A
detailed review of the
preparations was carried
out after direct inspection
of theartificial lakes. Mandli
Lake, Subhashchandra at
this time, Artificial ponds
constructed at Bose
Maidan, MurdhaGaon, Rai
Gaon, Shivar Garden and
Jessal Park, Inspectionwas

done. By physically
inspecting the constructed
artificial ponds, size of the
ponds, water storage
capacity, arrangement of
security barricades,
lighting, street lights,
availability of toilets, of

drinking water,A detailed
review of facilities,
transport planning and
emergency healthcare
preparedness was taken.
Environmentally friendly
Various on behalf of Mira
Bhayander Municipal

Corporation Administration

to celebrate Shri Ganesh
Visarjan ceremony 35
artificial lakes have been
constructed at the place.
During the inspection .
Commissioner giving clear
instructions to concerned

department head and
officers, citizensNecessary
precautions were ordered
toavoid any inconvenience
during the immersion. In
particular Maintaining
cleanliness in the artificial
lake area, strict waste
management planning,
security guards and police
personnel He dso ordered to
provide separate facilities for
women and senior citizens.

Citizensare encouraged
by the Municipal
Corporation to immerse
Ganesh idols in an
environment-friendly
manner isFor this, artificial
lakes have been

constructed in various
parts of the city.
Plaster of Paris

Commissioner said that
thisis an important step to
prevent water pollution due
to idol immersion. At this
time, Additional

Commissioner Dr. Sambhaji

Panpatte, Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Sachin
Bangar, Assistant

Commissioner, Sanitary
Inspector aswell Municipal
employees were present.
Shri Ganeshimmersion due
to this planned activity of
the Municipal Corporation,
it is hoped that the process
will becarried out in asafe,
orderly and clean manner.

A Murti Swikriti Kendra
has been established along
with 35 artificia ponds. Also
Shree Ganesh under 6 feet,
It is mandatory to immerse
theidol inan artificial lake.
By depositing the puja
materials  separately
without putting them in
water, to cooperate with the
Municipal Corporation.
Plastic should not be
thrown into seas, bays and
lakes. Also administration
at discharge

Discipline should be
followed by following the
guidance of the police and
Shree Ganeshotsav of socid
unity and environmental
friendliness,

It is a message giving
festival. Therefore, citizens
prioritize cleanliness, safety
and environmenta protection
inthisfestival,

An gpped is being made
onbehdlf of theadministration
of MiraBhayander Municipal
Corporation that it should
be celebrated in an
environment-friendly manner.

Immersion of 19567 Ganesh idols
for one and a half days in TMC

More than 15 tons of Nirmalya collected

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Thane, Aug 30 : The immersion of
Ganesh idols for one and a half days in
Thane Municipal Corporation area was
completed in adevotional atmosphere on
Thursday. This year, 19567 Ganesh idols
were immersed for one and a half daysin
the municipal area. Out of which, 11695
idolswere of POP. While 7781 idolswere
of Shadu clay. The devotees responded
well thisyear to theimmersion of Ganesh
idols in the artificial lakes created under
the alternative Ganesh immersion system
of Thane Municipal Corporation, which
has implemented the concept of an eco-
friendly Ganeshotsav and set an example
of an eco-friendly Ganeshotsav inthe state.

Last year, 8700idolswereimmersedin
the artificial lake. This year, this number
has increased to 12970. Whereas, 6520
idolswereimmersed inthecreekimmersion
ghat last year. This number is 3382 this
year. Also, devoteesimmersed 1621 idols
in the special tank system last year. This
number is2613 thisyear. Similarly, atotal
of 495 Ganesh idols received at the
Municipal Corporation's Ganesh idol
acceptance center as well as 107 Ganesh
idolsinthe mobileimmersion systemwere
duly immersed.

As per the order of the Hon'ble High
Court, idolsuptosix feetinheight arebeing
immersed in the artificial lake and idols
larger than that are being immersed at the
creek ghats. Some devotees insisted on
immersing even small idols in the creek.
They were repeatedly requested by the
Municipal Corporation and the police
administration to immerse them in the
artificial l1ake. Against this backdrop, the
Municipal Corporation has appealed to
citizensto immerse idols up to six feet in
artificial lakes on the fifth, seventh and
eleventh days as well.

Chief Environment Officer Manisha
Pradhan informed that after the proper
immersion of al idolsat theartificial lake,
mobileimmersion team, pond, acceptance
center, the soil sediment that accumulates
at the bottom of the water is being
processed as per the action plan set by
the Pollution Control Board.

M orethan 15tonsof Nirmalyadonated
by devotees

This year, Nirmalya was deposited in
the compost project of the Thane
Municipal Corporation's Solid Waste
Department to be composted using
biocomposting method. These projectsare
operational at Kolshet, Kausa, Ritu Park.

During the one and ahalf day Ganeshidol

immersion, morethan 15 tons of Nirmalya
have been collected. ThisNirmalyawill be
processed and its organic fertilizer will be
prepared. Also, the non-biodegradable
components in the Nirmalya will be
classified and sent for reprocessing. The
production of plastics and thermocol has
decreased compared to last year.

Statisticsof immersion

(Immersion place (number) - Number of
Ganeshidols-(Last year's number)

Artificia pond (24) - 12970 -(8700)

Khadi immersionghat (09) - 3382-(6520)

Special tank (tank) system (77) - 2613 -
(1621)

Mobileimmersionsystem (15) - 107 (27)

Idol acceptance center (10) - 495 -(245)

Total - 19567 -(17113)

For information

15Mobileimmersion system

Thisyear, the mobileimmersion system
isavailableinall nineward committee aress.
Thismobilevehiclewithimmersion system
will be available at various places in the
ward committee for afixed period from 12
noon to 10 pm. Ganesh idols can be
immersedinthetank onit. Thisimmersion
The schedule of the arrangement is
available on the Thane Municipal
Corporation website under the title
'Environmentally Friendly Ganpati
Immersion Arrangement 2025'. Also, the
scheduleisavailableontheHarit Visarjan gop.

Haud (Tank) Arrangement at 49 Places

For two years, the Municipal
Corporation has been arranging small tanks
(tanks) for immersion along with artificial
lakes. Accordingly, last year, tank facilities
were available at 49 places. This number
has been increased to 77 this year.

101dol AcceptanceCenters

Also, there areidol acceptance centers
at 10 places namely Jail Lake, Madhavi
House-Ramamaruti Road, Mahagiri
Koliwada, Tembhi Naka, Regency Heights-
Azad Nagar, Lodha Luxury, Kamgar
Hospital, Kisan Nagar Bus Stop, Modella
Check Naka, DevdayaNagar-Shivai Nagar.

Arrangement of artificial lakesat 24
places

Ambeghosale, Masunda Dutt Ghat,
Kharigaon, Gholai Nagar, Dativli Artificial
lakes have been arranged at 24 places
including Lake, Khidkali Lake, New Shivaji
Nagar Kalwa Lake, Nilkanth Woods-
Tikujini Wadi, Rewal e, Borivade, Bramhand
Ritu Park, Hiranandani Rayaladevi-1,
Rayaadevi-2, Upvan Lakearea-Vartaknagar,
Devdayanagar, Atmaram Patil Chowk etc.
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Govt. admin vows to

ensure eco-friendly,

secure 2027 Nashik
Simhastha Kumbh Mela

Nashik, Aug 30 (UNI) :
The administration will
make efforts to make the
upcoming  Simhastha
Kumbh Mela at
Trimbakeshwar clean,
green, safe, eco-friendly
and enjoyable, said
Divisional Commissioner
and Chairman of Kumbh
Mela Development
Authority Dr. Praveen
Gedam.

Divisional
Commissioner Dr. Gedam,
along with Special
Inspector Genera of Police
Dattatray Karale, District
Collector Jalaj Sharma,
Superintendent of Police
Balasaheb Patil, additional
Superintendent of Police
Aditya Mirkhelkar and
others, visited
Trimbakeshwar today and
interacted with the sadhus
and mahants there.

Divisional
Commissioner Dr. Gedam
and the officialsvisited ten
Shaivite akhadas namely
Mahanirvani, Anand, Bada
Udalas, Naya Udalas,
Nirmal, Atal, JunaAkhada,
Niranjani, Awan and Agni
and discussed their views
and demandsin detail with

the mahants of the
‘akhadas’. Swami
Shankaranand Saraswati,
Mahant Bharadwaj Giri,
Mahant Sivagiri and other
head mahants of the
akhadas were also present
on this occasion.

The sadhumahants
present on this occasion
expressed their
expectations from the
administration for the
successful organization of
KumbhMela2027.

In this, the demands
were mainly raised
regarding theroadsleading
to the akhadas, the water
supply required by the
akhadas, the electricity
supply and the
accommodation of the
sadhus.

On this occasion,
Divisional Commissioner
Dr. Praveen Gedam
expressed his confidence
that the upcoming
Simhastha Kumbh Mela
would be made safe and
enjoyable with the
cooperation of sadhus,
mahants, akhadas, as well
as priests from
Trimbakeshwar, local
citizens and devotees.

Avoid statements that
create social divide,
says Ajit Pawar

Mumbai, Aug 30 (UNI)
: Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar has appealed
to political leadersand
citizensnot to make
statements that could
create discord in society.
He emphasized that
although the Constitution
grants freedom of
expression, thisright
should not be misused in
away that fuels social
divisions. The Maratha
reservation issue has
once again come to the
forefront due to activist
Manoj Jarange Patil’s
ongoing hunger strike. At
the same time, sections of
the OBC community have
expressed fears that their
guota may be threatened.
Against this backdrop,
Pawar urged everyone to
maintain social harmony
and avoid divisive
rhetoric.Currently,

Jarange’s hunger strikeis
taking place at Azad
Maidan. OBC leader Prof.
Laxman Hake haswarned
that if Jarange’'s demands
are accepted, the OBC
community would suffer
greatly. Hefurther alleged
that Jarange’s movement
is not just about Maratha
reservation but a
conspiracy to topple the
government led by Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, with some
MLAsand MPsfromAjit
Pawar’s party being
allegedly involved.

Meanwhile, certain
BJP |eaders and some
from theruling Mahayuti
alliance have been making
aggressive statements,
putting their own party in
an awkward position. This
has forced CM Fadnavis
to reprimand hisown
colleagues.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Date: 29/08/2025

Thisisto inform in public at large that my client
Mr. Rakesh Shivgji Moreand Mrs. SamikshaR. More,
residing at Flat No. 1102, Eleventh Floor, C Wing,
Building No. G-3, Gaurav Woods Phase ..II, MiraRoad
(East), Dist.- Thane had purchased said flat from M/s.
K.R.P. Infrastructure & BuildersPvt. Ltd., throughits
Prop. Mr. Rahul Pathak, but link Agreement for Sale
dated 22nd April' 2022 executed between M/s. Ravi
Developments and M/s. K.R.P. Infrastructure &
BuildersPvt. Ltd., duly registered before sub-registrar
of Assurance, Thane 12, vide document No. TNN12-
5115/22 waslost on 21st July' 2025 at 11.30 a.m. while
travelling from Kanakiya Road to Beverly Park.

That, my client lost above said original agreement,
if any third person/s, bank/financial institution having
right, interest and title over the said flat and loss of
above said agreements found to any one in that case
inform at below mention address within 15 days after
publication of this notice and if not receive any reply
in that case it is declare that no person/s, Bank/
Financial Institution not found above said Original
Agreement and declare asmissing Original Agreement.

MR.RIZWANM.QURESHI,
AdvocateHigh Court,
Shop No.3, Rythem Tower, Back Road, Mira
Road (East), Dist. Thane401 107.
Mobile: 98208 48895
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Maratha reservation, gather outside
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminusto join hisagitation, in Mumbai on Saturday.

Mumbai, Aug 30 (UNI):
Union HomeMinister Amit
Shah discussed the
Maratha reservation issue
with Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde for an hour
today at the Sahyadri Guest
House in Mumbai, even as
Nagpur-based National
OBC Federation president
Dr Babanrao Taywade
threatened a huge OBC
march to Mumbai in 15
days, against Maratha
reservation agitation leader
Manoj Jarange's attempt to
get reservations for
Marathas under the OBC
Kunbi category.

The National OBC
Federation organised a
relay hunger strike at the
Samvidhan Chowk in
Nagpur on Saturday to
thwart Jarange-Patils's
attempt to provide
reservation to the Marathas
by including them under
the OBC Kunbi category.

Speaking to media
persons in Nagpur on
Saturday, National OBC

Federation president Dr
Babanrao Taywade said,
"We are against the
demand for giving Kunbi
certificates outright. There
should be no setback to the
reservation of the OBC
community.

We will firmly present
our demands to the
government. Sincethereis
apossihility of the Fadnavs
government succumbing to
pressurefrom Jarange-Patil,
we havedecidedtogoona
relay hunger strike, which
will befollowed by ahunger
strike to death. If
necessary, wewill intensify
our agitation by going to
Mumbai and protesting
therein 15 days."

"Jarange-Patil has
rejected the demand for
separate reservation. He
wants reservation for
Marathas by including
them under the OBC Kunbi
category itself.

The National OBC
Federation is strongly
opposed to theinclusion of

Mumhai Police
deploys Drones

Mumbai Aug 30 (UNI) :
The Maratha Morcha
protests demanding
reservation continued
today with thousands of
activists taking to the
streets of Mumbai.

Following this, the city
Police started monitoring
the crowd using drones
and CCTV cameras, an
official confirmed this
today.The demonstration,
now on its second day at
Azad Maidan, in south
Mumbai has spilt over to
the areas surrounding
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharg) Terminus(CSMT),
leading to heavy traffic
congestion and challenging
conditionsfor commuters.

The high security and
police presence around the
station and across Mumbai
have been increased to

monitor the situation
closely.A large number of
plain clothes police men
were seen as part of crowd
to keep an vigilant eye on
the protestors.A heavy
crowd was seen in the
CSMT area, with people
protesting on the roads. A
large number of people
came to the roads for the
reservation protest.On
Friday night, the railway
station premises, platforms,
and subways turned into
makeshift shelters as
demonstrators rested and
shared the food they had
carried with them.

Many were forced to
spend the night on
platforms, and with the
rains continuing on
Saturday, protesters are
expected to face further
inconvenience.

'Mobile forensic vans help in
probes into criminal cases’

Sangli, Aug 30 (UNI) : State Higher and Technical
Education Minister Chandrakant Patil has said the process
of providing the police force with latest technology is
underway to raise the conviction rate. As a part of this,
the police force has been provided with the latest mobile
forensic vans and trained manpower.Patil, who is also
district guardian minister, was addressing a dedicating
ceremony of amobile forensic van and two | CE busesto
the police. He said the district police force would get
greater strength in conducting criminal investigationsin
ascientific manner and with more efficiency. The Minister
said two modern buses have been added to the Sangli
Police Forcefleet to improve the transport system.

Marathas under the OBC
Kunbi category. There are
already 350 castes in the
OBClist.

If the Maratha
community isalsoincluded
in the OBC list, then the
OBCswill not get anything.
[twill beinjusticeto OBCs.
We are not against giving
reservation to the Maratha

community.

Wewill welcomeit if the
government gives
Marathas separate

reservation," National OBC
Federation President Dr
Babanrao Taywade said.

Significantly, while
replying to media persons
who asked Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
chief about hisviewsonthe
Maratha quota agitation,
Raj Thackeray said in
Mumbai on Saturday,
"Eknath Shinde can answer
all these things.

Ask him when he
comes. Why did he come
back when he had gone to
Navi Mumbai to resolvethe

Adv. Sadavarte
files complaint
against Manoj
Jarange's

protest

Mumbai, Aug 30 (UNI)
: Advocate Gunwant
Sadavarte hasfiled an
online complaint against
Maratha quota activist
Manoj Jarange, alleging
violations of the
conditions imposed by
the state government for
his protest at Azad
Maidan.

He has also demanded
strict legal actionin this
regard.

According to the
state’'s permission,
Jarange was allowed to
hold a protest for only
oneday, from9amto6
pm,with amaximum of
5,000 supporters and
under specific conditions.
However, Adv. Sedavarte
claimed that these
conditions were flouted,
with more supporters
gathering at the protest
site than permitted.

He further alleged that
some protesters
attempted roadblocks and
‘rastaroko’
demonstrations in parts of
Mumbai, causing
inconvenience to
citizens.Adv. Sadavarte
has demanded that cases
be registered against
Jarange and his supporters
under the Indian Pena Code
aswell astheMumbai
PoliceAct, 1951.

issue?"

MNS chief Raj
Thackeray's statement
caused a flutter especially
after a video of a Maratha
woman activist talking to
media persons went viral
where she claimed that
"Shinde Saheb"
(MaharashtraDeputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde)
"had made arrangements
for our stay, sleep, food and
drink”.

The viral video also
showed another woman
stopping her from speaking
any further and taking her
aside.Meanwhile, at a
meeting between union
Minister Amit Shah and
Eknath Shinde in Mumbai
at Sahyadri Guest Houseon
Saturday, various options
were discussed to resolve
the issue of Maratha
reservation through
dialogue between the
Fadnavis government and
the Maratha protesters,
sources said.

Shah also met BJP

. Raj Thackeray corners

CM Shinde over
Maratha quota stir

Thane, Aug 30 (UNI) : Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) chief Raj Thackeray has taken a jibe at Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde over the ongoing Maratha

reservation agitation.

"During the last agitation, Shinde himself claimed to
have resolve the issue. Then, why have the agitators
returned to Mumbai again? Ask Shinde,” Thackeray told
media Thackeray wasin Thaneto meet MNS office-bearers
and review preparations for the upcoming municipal

elections.

When asked about the Maratha reservation, he said,
“All questions on the Maratha quota and protests can

only be answered by Shinde.

Ask himwhen hecomes.” Meanwhile, CM Shinde met
union Home Minister Amit Shah in Mumbai today. The
hour-long meeting reportedly focused on the upcoming
municipal electionsin Mumbai, Thane, and Palghar, along
with discussions on the Maratha reservation issue.

Babanrao Taywade plans 0BG march to Mumbai
to safeguard OBC guota from Jarange-Patil

National General Secretary
Vinod Tawde and
discussed the Maratha
reservation issueincluding
the current status of the
Maratha agitation, police

arrangementsand demands
made by Maratha
protesters.

In a related
development, the
Maharashtra state

government's Maratha
Reservation Sub-
Committeeformed aJustice
Shinde Committee under
the leadership of retired
Justice Shinde on Saturday
to find Kunbi and evaluate
caste records.

Justice Shinde
Committee members went
to Azad Maidan on
Saturday and met Manoj
Jarange-Patil, requesting
him for some time to
implement his demands,
but Jarange-Patil has stated
that he will not give "even
a minute" of time to
implement the
recommendations  of

gazettes of Hyderabad and
Satara

"The Shinde Committee
has studied this a lot.
According to the
Hyderabad and Satara
gazettes, the Marathas of
Marathwada are Kunbis.
There is no dispute about
that. We will give 15 to 20
days to implement the
gazette recommendations
of Aundh and Bombay, but
we will not give even a
minute to implement the
gazette recommendations
of Hyderabad and Satara.
Wealready gave 13 months
of time. If nothing happens
by next Saturday and
Sunday, not a single
Maratha child will stay at
home. Marathas from all
over Maharashtra will not
be seen in their homes
There are still six or seven
days left," Jarange-Patil
said, adding that Marathas
in Marathwada should be
declared as Kunbi and
given caste certificatesfrom
Sunday (tomorrow) itself.

Corruption allegations rock Tuljabhavani
Temple priest committee; Former
President demands dissolution

Dharashiv,Aug 30 (UNI)
: Maharashtra’s revered
Tuljabhavani Temple has
once again landed in
controversy, with
allegations of corruption
rocking the temple’s priest
committee.

Former president of the
priest committee, Kishor
Gangane, has accused the
current body of indulging
in corrupt practicesand has
demanded that the
committeebedissolved. He
has also urged the Charity
Commissioner to takestrict
actionand register criminal

cases against the present
office-bearers.

In response, current
president Vipin Shinde
dismissed the charges,
claiming that Gangane was
making allegations at the
behest of vested interests.

Shinde alleged that
Gangane had accepted
“supari” (bribes) to target
the committee and insisted
that thereal culpritsbehind
temple mismanagement
would soon be exposed. He
further argued that
Gangane's opposition to
the Tuljapur Temple

development plan was the
reason behind his
accusations.

Meanwhile, the temple
trust has already been
under scrutiny for multiple
issues. Recently, cracks
appearing on the sacred
stones inside the sanctum
sparked concern.

The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) has
conducted an inspection
and submitted its report to
the state archaeology
department, whose
decision isnow awaited by
thedistrict administration.

Pune, Aug 30 (UNI) : The country's
first-ever MP Sports Festival will be
organised in Pune this November, union
Minister of Cooperation and Civil Aviation
and Pune MPMurlidhar Mohol said today.

Inspired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of "Fit Youth for Viksit
Bharat", thefestival aimsto promote sports
culture and identify talented young
athletes across the country, he said.

The organising committee includes
prominent sports personalities such as
sports coordinator and Chhatrapati
Awardee Manoj Erande, Olympian and
Arjuna Awardee Manoj Pingale, former
Indian hockey captain and ArjunaAwardee
RekhaBhide, Kabaddi players Shantaram
Jadhav and VilasKathure, former cricketer
Kedar Jadhav, wrestler Sandeep Bhondwe,

said.

and Hind Kesari Yogesh Dodke.

Other notable sports personalities on
the committee include shooter and Khel
Ratna awardee Anjali Bhagwat, Kabaddi
player Surekha Dravid, and chess
Grandmaster Abhijit Kunte.

The festival will feature 33 different
sports competitions covering both Indian
andinternational sports, with 20,000-25,000
athletes expected to participate, Mohol

Special competitions have been
planned for senior citizensincluding chess
and carrom, and for differently-abled
athletes including basketball
swimming.The MP Sports Festival is not
just about competitions but about
identifying talented young athletes across
the country, Mohol said.

and
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US tarifts impact
Banarasi saree

exports, industry
faces challenges

The world-famous Banarasi saree
and silk industry is facing a severe
impact due to tariffs imposed by the
US. Following the imposition of
tariffs, large orders from the US are
being cancelled, and foreign traders
have started returning shipments, say
traders.

According to the Varanas Textile
Industry Association, if this situation
persists, the city could suffer losses
of up to Rs 300 crore annually. This
crisis has put the livelihoods of
thousands of artisans at risk, and the
industry is now staring at large-scale
unemployment.

Rajan Bahl, vice president of
Banaras Textile|ndustry Association,
stated: “ Exportsof Banaras sareeswill
decline by 15 to 20 per cent due to
these tariffs. Handloom products will
be the most affected. Though the
current losses may appear small, the
future impact will be severe. Every
year, exports worth Rs 200 to Rs 300
crore were sent to the US, which is
now under threat. Orders are being
cancelled, and no new orders are
comingin. | firmly believethisisnot a
minor loss; it is a major blow to
Banaras and its industry. Orders are
being cancelled, and we cannot expect
fresh orders going forward.”

He further added that the number
of handlooms is already decreasing,
and thesetariffswill only acceleratethe
decline. He appeal ed to the government
for immediate intervention to savethe
industry.

Local saree trader Sarvesh Kumar
Srivastava said: “The tariffs have
seriously impacted our business.
Recently, goods worth Rs 10 lakh
were returned. The weavers
livelihoods are in jeopardy. Finished
products have been put on hold, and
payments are stuck. | employ 20
workers, and holding Rs 20 |akh worth
of goods has caused significant
losses.”

He explained that traders, already
facing economic challenges, are now
under increased pressure due to the
tariffs.Srivastava demanded that the
government exempt handloom and
handicraft sectors from GST.

“Removing the 5 per cent GST on
handloom and handicrafts would
providerelief to theindustry. It would
boost demand in the domestic market
and attract the middle class back to
Banaras sarees,” he said.

He added: "I believe GST
exemption could bring arevival inthe
industry, providing support to weavers
and traders alike. The tariff-related
crisis has not only caused economic
losses but also endangered the
livelihoods of thousands of artisans
and their families. The government
must intervene immediately. Without
prompt action, thisindustry could slip
into deeper crisis.”

From Isolation to integration: The

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Throughout decades,
Mizoramisconsidered one
of the most beautiful yet
remote states in India-
green hills sweeping into
the misty air, miles of
bamboo forests, and
cultural communities that
have been geographically
isolated. Hitherto, the state
of Mizoram, the capital of
whichiscalledAizawl, took
fivehoursto bereachedvia
a road network of narrow
highways that destroyed
every time there was a
monsoon. A 51.38-km-long
engineering wonder, the
BairabiSairang railway line
has cost a little over 8000
crorestotransformthisfact.
The 45-tunnel 153-
bridge line, which features
the second tallest pier
bridge in the country, 114
meters (taller than the
Qutub Minar) now links
Mizoram to the national
railway grid. This project,
which is more of a
construction success, is
already transforming the
economy of Mizoram, its
society, and strategic value.
A Lifeline of
Connectivity
Therailway cutsreduce
the road distance of seven
hours between Aizawl and
Silchar into mere 3 hours of
the train thus making
movement much faster,
safe, and economical.
Passenger trains can now
serve at speedsof upto 100
kmph and so residents are
now able to access
healthcare centers,
universities and
commercia centers with a
great deal of reliability.
That is not just
convenience. Itisestimated
that the regional GDP
growth could be enhanced
by 2-3 percent each year
due to better connectivity
as more people can travel
without travel barriers and
more people have accessto
the economy. To a small

state such as that of
Mizoram, where the Gross
State Domestic Product
(GSDP) is about * 25,000
crore, a 2 percent increase
would translate into an
extra500 crorerevenueinto
the economy every year.

Economic Growth and
Prosperity

The most observable
change is economic. The
railway has made it easier
to access the Indian wider
markets by transporting the
agricultural produce of
Mizoram (bamboo, chillies,
oranges, ginger, and
pineapple) at a drastically
reduced cost. Currently,
post-harvest losses due to
poor transport in the
Northeast average around
25-30%. Through rail
connectivity, it isprojected
that thelevel of spoilagewill
reduce to half and thiswill
increase the incomes of
farmersdirectly.

There is also local
entrepreneurs to benefit.
The costs of logistics that
used to cost 15-20 per kg
by road should come down
by 30-40 percent through
rail. Thesavingsare spread
to other areas: vital
commodities like fuel,
cement and daily grocers
are estimated to fall by 10-
20 percent, making life in
the statemore affordableto
more than 1.2 million of

Mizoram people.

Another multiplierisjob
creation. The project
created thousands of
construction and
engineering employment
during the course of
construction. In the future,
economists estimate 3,000-
5,000 of the indirect jobs
each year in the logistics,
hospitality, retail and
tourism associated with the
railway. This would bring
the unemployment level in
Mizoram, which is aready
high than that of the
country, closer to
equilibrium.

Tourism and Trade as
Growth Engines

Mizoram has been a
long unrecognized tourism
gem. Its untouched hills,
traditional festivals and
eco-tourism potential was
l[imited by inaccessible
location. Rail accessibility
meansthat the government
estimates that tourist
arrivals would increase by
40-50 percent within the
next five years, an influx
that would drive up sales
in hotels, homestays,
handicraft markets and
transport services.

Trade, too, ispoised for
a leap. The railway
connects Mizoram to the
rest of India and places it
near Myanmar’s Sittwe
Port, thus placing the state

fa s

into international supply
networks as part of the Act
East Policy of India
Planned extensions
Mizoram may become a
transit hub with a value of
between 10-12 billion
dollars in trade between
Indiaand Southeast Asiain
the next ten years.

Social Integration and
Inclusion

The railway has strong
social overtonesto do with
more than economics. In
the past, the isolation of
Mizoram gave rise to a
feeling of physical and
psychological detachment
to the mainstream of India.
That gap is now bridged
symbolically and
practically by rail
connectivity, which makes
national cohesion stronger.

Improved transport also
implies improved
governancedelivery. There
is easy access of teachers
to schoolslocated far, faster
transportation of doctors
and medicines and more
access of government
officialstothecommunities
previously considered
remote.

Relief suppliescan now
also betransported by train
in caseof adisaster with the
risk of livesbeing savedin
the event of floods and
landslides which are
commoninthearea

Sustainability and
Resilience
There was a

tremendous technical and
human cost to building the
line through the steep hills
of Mizoram. Landslides,
challenging geology, and a
tragic bridge collapse that
killed 26 workers in 2023,
which occurred with the
project, were common.
Nevertheless, the
construction of thelinewas
done with an eco-sensitive
approach in mind-long
tunnels and elevated
viaducts minimize on-site
deforestation and
destruction of habitats.

Therailway establishes
a new people-centered
infrastructure by engaging
the locals and reducing
displacement. It shows
how development can be
doneat levelsof ecological
sustainability despite
fragile landscapes.

The Numbers That Tell
the story.

TheBairabiSairangline
of rail might not be much
morethan 51.38 kilometers,
but in those 51.38
kilometersthereisatae of
change. Five of these
stations, four of them brand
new at Hortoki, Kawnpui,
Mualkhang, and Sairang,
now make Mizoram
squarely on the Indian
railroad map. Engineers
constructed an impressive
153 bridges, including
India’'s second tallest pier
bridge at 114 meters above
the valley, higher than the
Qutub  Minar, and
excavated 45 tunnelsalong
witha12.8 kilometers-long
path through some of the
most stubborn rock to cut
this route.

Even the budget of this
grandiose project increased
to almost 8,000 crore as
compared to its original
budget of 5,020 crore, but
the fruits of this project
would be even bigger.
Economists estimatethat it

RERA reshanes India’s housing market, instils
higher investor confidence: Knight Frank India

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Knight Frank India, a
leading real estate
consultancy, together with
NAREDCO, has launched
its new report RERA's
Reign — Charting Real
Estate Growth Post-2016,
which examines the Act’s
transformative role in
India’s housing market.
The report highlights how
the Real Estate (Regulation
and Development) Act,
2016 (RERA) has
transformed India’'s
housing market by ingtilling
transparency, discipline,
and long-term confidence.
It showcases that RERA
has successfully
moderated runaway
housing prices while
restoring consumer trust
and attracting institutional
capital to the sector.
According to the
report, with the
implementation of RERA,
speculative pricing in the
housing market was
brought under effective
checks and balances. This
policy intervention played
a central role in aligning
price growth with market
fundamentals. Over time,
with due processesin place
and business restructuring
on the supply side, the

residential property market
inIndiaregistered themuch
awaited growth post the
last down cycle.

Source: Knight Frank
Research

Shishir Baija, Chairman
and Managing Director,
Knight Frank India, said,
“RERA hasbeen oneof the
most impactful reformsfor
India’s housing market in
recent times, making the
sector more transparent
and instilling
accountability.
Transparency and delivery
discipline have given
consumers the confidence
to return to the market,
while institutional
investors are once again
viewing residential real
estate as a credible long-
terminvestment story. This
renewed balancein India’s
housing market will go a
long way in achieving
sustainable growth.”

The implementation of
RERA has helped shift the
housing sector away from
speculative cycles, forcing
developers to adopt
compliance, transparency,
and delivery-focused
practices. For consumers,
the result has been fairer
pricing and renewed
confidence in housing as a

stable asset class.

Investor Confidence
Peaks

Alongside improved
affordability, investor
confidence in Indian real
estate has climbed steadily
in the post-RERA era. The
report highlights that
cumulative private equity
inflows surged to USD 26
bn between 2017-2020,
comparedtojust USD 17.5
bn during 2011-2016. This
influx of institutional
capital reflectsgreater trust
in the sector’s regulatory
environment, signalling the
success of RERA in
building a more credible
investment |andscape.

The performance of the
NIFTY Redty Index further
demonstrates this trend,
showing stability and
resilience in the post-RERA
years. Large investors, once
wary of opacity and delayed
ddlivery, now view Indianred
edtate as a more predictable
and disciplined market.
According to the report, this

structurd shift haspostioned
India shousing market asa
long-term investment
destination for both
domestic and global
players.

RERA’'s  National

Footprint

Beyond prices and
investments, RERA'sscale
of implementation
underlinesitsimportanceas
the backbone of India's
housing market. By mid-
2025, nearly 1.5 lakh
projects and 1 lakh agents
had been registered under
the Act, while 1.5 lakh
consumer complaints were
successfully resolved

This regulatory reach
demonstrates not only the
seriousness of RERA's
enforcement but also its
growing acceptance among
homebuyers and developers
dike Forthefirg time, Indian
homebuyers have had
recourse to a structured
grievance redressal
mechanism, and developers
have had to align their
practices with  strict
compliance standards.

The result has been a
more transparent housing
market, where accountability,
timely ddivery, and financid
discipline are no longer
exceptionsbut expectations.

Saurabh Mehrotra,
Executive  Director—
Valuation and Advisory,
Knight Frank India, said,
“For investors, this
regulatory environment has
helped create transparency
and credibility in the

residential sector, as
reflected in the USD 26 bn
private equity inflowssince
2017. Since its inception,
RERA hasresolved 1.51akh
consumer complaintswhile
regulating projects and
agentsat scale. It hasfirmly
established itself as the

backbone of India's
residential real estate
sector.”G Hari Babu,

President, NAREDCO, said,
“Over the past eight years,
RERA has been nothing
short of agame-changer for
Indian real estate. As
highlighted in the Knight
Frank report at the 17th
NAREDCO National
Convention, housing sales
inIndiatouched anall-time
high of ?23.1 lakh crore in
2024, and nearly 1.5 lakh
projects and 1.5 lakh
consumer complaints have
already been addressed
under the RERA framework.
This journey from opacity
to transparency has rebuilt
the trust of homebuyers,
lenders, and global
investors alike. The next
step must be to evolve
RERA intoamoreuniform,
technology-driven
framework across states so
that the sector continuesto
be a backbone of India's
economicrise.”

will increaseMizoram Gross
State Domestic Product at
an annua rate of 500-700
croreswhich isimpressive
considering that the state
is only 1.2 million. Poor
access has long been a
limiting factor in tourism
and this is projected to
increase by 40-50 percentin
the coming five years
making the hills and
festivals of Mizoram
accessibleto therest of the
world. Thiswill dsobringa
differenceto everyday life,
with freight, and necessities
(fuels, food, etc) becoming
cheaper, theliving cost will
go down by 10-20 percent.
Behind all the bridges, all
the tunnels, all the meters
of raillroad track are not only
steel and stone, but also
the assurance of a better
futureand anew identity of
Mizoram.

From
Integration

The BairabiSairang
raillway is not an ordinary
series of steel tracks over
thehillsof Mizoram; itisa
metaphor of change. It is
rewriting the socio-
economic fate of the state
by cutting down time of
travelling, cutting down
costs, improving
agriculture, promoting
tourism and linking
Mizoram to international
markets.

Tothel.2million people
of Mizoram, these trains
carry with them alot more
than passengersand freight
they carry prosperity,
inclusion, and opportunity.
ToIndia, thelineisamajor
victory that madeaformerly
distant frontier into a
bridge to Southeast Asia.

There is more in the
rhythm of the trains now
resounding inthevalleysof
Mizoram, that development
may be inclusive and
sustainable and even
extensive, and may convert
the margins into
developmental centers.

All parties of the
NDA alliance
are completely
united:
Anupriya Patel

Prayagraj, Aug 30 (UNI)
: Union Minister and Apna
Dal (Sonelal) president
Anupriya Patel today said
that all the allies of the
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) are
strongly together under the
leadership of PrimeMinister
NarendraModi.

Anupriya said that
Apna Dal (S) will contest
the 2027 assembly elections
in Uttar Pradesh with the
NDA. "Itistoo early to say
how many seats Dal will
contest. But efforts will be
made to strengthen the
organisation. If the
organisation isstrong, then
theelectionresultswill also
be better," she said.

Shesaid that her party's
performance in the NDA
alliance has been good.
"The party wantsto build a
a strong organisation by
2027 so that the NDA
performance is better than
in 2022," she said.The
union Minister also
targeted Samajwadi Party
(SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav's
PDA (a combination of
backwards and minorities)
and said such an aliance
wasamisnomer .

Isolation to
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ADB announces 3 min USD aid to

support Pakistan's flood relief

Islamabad, Aug. 30 (UNI) : TheAsian Development
Bank (ADB) has announced three million U.S. dollars
in emergency assistance to support Pakistan's relief
operations following devastating floods across the
country."Pakistan is experiencing devastating flooding
that has displaced familiesand communities, and ADB
stands firmly with Pakistan during this crisis," ADB
President Masato Kanda said in a statement Friday.

The grant, to be provided from the Asia Pacific
Disaster Response Fund, reflects ADB's commitment
to both immediate humanitarian needs and long-term
recovery, he noted.

At least 22 people were killed in floods over the
past 24 hours, while morethan 1.5 million people have
been affected by the disaster, according to the National
Disaster Management Authority.

Officials have warned that another spell of heavy
rains could further aggravate the situation.

Thailand's cabinet appoints acting PM

Bangkok, Aug. 30 (UNI) : Thailand's cabinet on
Saturday appointed Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai to serve as acting prime minister,
following a constitutional court ruling that terminated
Paetongtarn Shinawatra's premiership.Minister to the
Prime Minister's Office Chusak Sirinil announced the
appointment following aspecia cabinet meeting, which
also appointed Prommin Lertsuridej asPM's Secretary
General.Chusak said that the cabinet approved astrict
framework for its operations during this transitional
period to ensure stability without exceeding its
mandate. The move was a constitutional requirement
following the court's ruling, that the existing cabinet
continue to govern in acaretaker capacity until a new
administration takes office. The Secretariat of the House
of Representatives has issued a notice to members of
the parliament to convene from Sept. 3to 5.

Thelower house of the parliament is set to votefor
the new prime minister based on the list of candidates
submitted before the May 2023 general election.

Rainstorm, flash floods kill 5,

injure 8 in eastern Afghanistan's

Kabul, Aug 30 (UNI) : Heavy rainsand flash floods
have claimed five lives and injured eight othersin the
eastern Afghanistan Nangarhar province, reported the
state-run Bakhtar news agency on Saturday.

Citing Mawawi Sediqullah Qureshi, the provincial
director for Information and Culture, the state-owned
news agency added that therainstorms, which triggered
flooding in Rodat, HaskaMinaand Chaparhar districts
on Friday, have killed five people and injured eight
others.Thousands of acresof farmland, aswell asparts
of roads and several water canals, have also been
destroyed due to flooding, the official news agency
added, quoting the official.

Previoudly, flash floods had a so inflicted casualties
and property damagein the eastern Logar and Parwan
provinces a couple of weeks ago.

3 killed, 94 injured in train
accident in NW Egypt

Cairo, Aug 30 (UNI) : Three peoplewerekilled and
94 others injured after a train derailed in Egypt's
northwestern Matrouh governorate, the Health
Ministry said today.The injured were taken to nearby
hospitals for treatment, the ministry stated.According
tothe National RailwaysAuthority, seven carriages of
thetrain, which was traveling from Marsa Matrouh to
Cairo, derailed, with two overturning.

Technical teams and equipment were dispatched
to clear the wreckage and restore service.

A technical committeewill investigate the cause of
the accident, the authority added.

Egypt'srailway network haslong faced issueswith
outdated equipment and poor management, resulting
in frequent accidents. The country's deadliest rail
disaster occurred in 2002, when afireon aCairo-L uxor
trainin Giza'sAyyat district killed over 380 people.

British PM vows to detain, send
back illegal migrants amid

mounting pressure

London, Aug 30 (UNI) : British PrimeMinister Keir
Starmer today pledged to detain and send back illegal
migrants as the government faces mounting pressure
to tackle Channel crossings and the issue of asylum
hotels.

"I am clear: wewill not reward illegal entry. If you
crossthe Channel unlawfully, you will be detained and
sent back," Starmer said on social mediaplatform X.His
remarks came as several demonstrations were held
across England on Saturday, including in London,
Skegness and Gloucester, where asylum seekers are
being housed in hotels. Five people were arrested in
west London.

Thousands had attended protests over the summer,
which began after an asylum seeker housed at a hotel
was arrested and subsequently charged with several
offenses, including the alleged sexual assault of a 14-
year-old girl.The number of asylum seekers being
housed in hotel srose to morethan 32,000 intheyear to
June, according to Home Office data.

The government had promised to close asylum
hotels by the time of the next general election. Britain
and France are trialing a scheme to send migrants
arriving on small boats acrossthe English Channel back
to Francein exchange for the same number of asylum
seekers being brought to Britain on alegal route. But
the numbers involved in this scheme are likely to
represent only asmall fraction of those who arrive.
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PrimeMinister NarendraM odi being greeted by officialsas he emplanesfor Chinaafter concluding hisvisit to Japan.

Tripoli, Aug 30 (UNI)
:The UN Support Mission
in Libya (UNSMIL)
expressed deep concern
today over continued troop
and heavy weapons
buildup around the capital
Tripoli, warning that the
"dangerous development"
poses "potential harm” to
civilians.

Noting that ongoing
talks  on security
arrangements in Tripoli
since June have made
progress, UNSMIL in a
statement, urged "all
partiesto continue dialogue
to resolve this matter as
soon as possible, and
exercise maximum restraint
to avoid escalating
tensions or endangering

civilians." The most recent
buildup is "causing
widespread fear among
Tripoli's population,” it
said, warning that any use
of force could lead to
violent clashes in the
densely-populated city.

It pledged continued
support for mediation
effortsto sustain atrucein
Libyaannounced in May.

The statement came
amid rising security
tensions around Tripoli
since the evening on
August 27, when limited
clashes reportedly erupted
insomeareas of the capital.

Following the clashes,
forces loyal to the UN-
recognised Government of
Nationa Unity (GNU) were

reportedly advancing from
Misurata, 200 km east of
Tripoli, and from Gharyan,
100 km south, towards the
capital.

However, according to
a report by news website
‘TheLibyaUpdate', Libyan
authorities said most of the
ongoing buildup is"part of
normal military activity."

Libya has remained
divided since the 2011
NATO-backed uprising
that toppled longtime leader
Muammar Gaddafi. The
country is split between
rival administrations: the
GNU in Tripoli and an
eastern-based government
backed by the Libyan
National Army (LNA) under
commander KhalifaHaftar.

The Libyan Army, part of
the country's broader
military forces, isreferred to
in contrast to the LNA,
which retains its separate
identity.Tripoli has seen
recurrent outbreaks of
violencerecently, including
major clashes in mid-May
between forcesloyal to the
GNU and the Stability
Support Apparatus, a
heavily armed faction with
influence in the capital.
says after the deadly
clashes, UNSMIL
announced the
establishment of a truce
committee jointly with the
country's  Presidency
Council, which serves as
the supreme commander of
theLibyan Army

Palestinian President

Mahmoud Abbas barred
from attending UNGA
session as US revokes visa

New York, Aug 30 (UNI) : Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas has been barred from attending the UN
General Assembly session in New York next month,
following the US revoking his visa and that of 80 other
Palestinian officials.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio has accused the
Palestinians of undermining global effortsfor peace, due
to their insistence on seeking "the unilateral recognition
of aconjectural Palestinian state”, reportsFinancial Times.

The cancellation of their visaswaswelcomed by Isragl,
with the country’s Foreign Minister Gideon Saar expressing
his gratitude to Rubio.In apost on X, Saar wrote “Thank
you @SecRubio for holding the "PLO" and PA
accountablefor rewarding terrorism, incitement and efforts
to uselegal warfare against Israel.

“We thank @POTUS and the Administration for this
bold step and for standing by Israel once again.”

Washington’s ban comes in the wake of a planned
initiative where several countries such as France and
Canada have opted to recogni se a Pal estinian state during
theannual global gathering.Explaining the move, the State
Department announcement said, “It is in our national
security interests to hold the Palestine Liberation
Organisation and the Palestinian Authority accountable
for not complying with their commitments, and for
undermining the prospects for peace.”

Abbass expressed disappointment over the US move,
and said that the State Department’s decision was in
contradiction of international law.“ The American State
Department’s decision contradicts international law. The
American administration must reverse its decision and
allow the Palestinian delegation’s entry.”

Rubio said the department would allow exemptionsfor
the Palestinian delegation to the UNGA, as required by
the UN headquarters agreements of 1947.

But a department spokesperson said this would not
apply to Abbas, who as president of the Palestinian
Authority typically attendsthe annual meeting.The Trump
administration has rejected any possibility of granting
statehood to Palestine, with Rubio accusing PLO and the
Palestinian Authority of indulging in terrorism and
engaging in war crimes.He also blamed the absence of a
ceasefirein Gazaon Pdl estinian appeal sto the International
Criminal Court and International Court of Justice.

Ukraine rejects EU proposal for creating buffer zone
between Ukraine-Russia troops, calls it unrealistic

Brusselg/Kyiv, Aug 30
(UNI) : In the hopes of a
possible resolution,
European leaders have
been floating around the
proposal to establish a 40
km buffer zone between
Russian and Ukrainian
forcesas part of apotential
peace deal, though
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky has
rejected the idea, deeming
it unrealistic, not in synch
with realities of modern
warfare, and tantamount to
cedingterritory which Kyiv
has time and again refused
to agreeto.

“Only those who do not
understand the
technological state of
today’s war propose a

Russia makes
massive raids
on Ukraine's

military sites

Moscow, Aug. 30
(UNI) : Russiasaid
Saturday that it
conducted a massive
overnight strike on
Ukraing'smilitary
enterprises and airbases.

"The targets of the
strike were achieved, and
all designated objectives
werehit," Russia's
defense ministry said
in a statement, adding
that the raids
involved high-precision
weaponsfired from
land, air and sea.On
the same day, Kiev said
Russialaunched 537
drones and 45 missiles
targeting seven locations
overnight, with 510
drones and 38 missiles
intercepted.

buffer zone,” he told
reporters on Friday,
stressing that drones

already create a “dead
zone” of some 10kmwhere
heavy artillery cannot
operate.

He warned that any
arrangement  forcing
Ukraineto withdraw would
amount to territorial
concessions “If Russia
wants greater distance,
they can retreat deeper into
the temporarily occupied
territories,” reportsBBC.

Five European
diplomats told reporters
that the plan — one of
several under discussion
for either a ceasefire or
postwar settlement —
would require asignificant

international peacekeeping
force to patrol the strip of
land.As per the proposal,
estimates of the peace
forces would range from
4,000to 60,000 troops, with
French and British unitsto
form the backbone of any
deployment, though it was
also questioned whether
Moscow would agreeto the
deployment of NATO
troops near Russia.

The United States has
also maintained that it
won't deploy any boots on
the ground, and will play a
very minimal rolein case of
a ceasefire, limiting its
support only to satellite
intelligence and air
surveillance.

While Moscow has

staunchly refused to allow
any NATO troops on
Russian soil, including in
the territory it controls in
Ukraine, it did signal its
support for the buffer
arrangements.

The buffer zone
proposal comes amid
mounting pressure on
Western leaders to find a
path to end the war, now
entering its fourth year.

Hopes for reaching a
peace a settlement have
been deemed increasingly
slim, post the failure of the
August 15 Anchorage
summit in achieving a
resolution.German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
also madeno effortsto hide
his strong hostility to the

SL pledges incentives to hoost exports

Colombo, Aug. 30 (UNI)
: Sri Lankan President
Anura Kumara
Dissanayake has stated
that incentives will be
introduced to encourage
export diversification and
the development of value-
added products, the
President'sMediaDivision
said Saturday.The president
said the government should
support industries rather
than hinder them, and
stressed the importance of

consulting with relevant
sectors during the
regulation drafting process
while allowing sufficient
timefor implementation.
Dissanayake made
these remarks on Friday at
the Presidential Secretariat
during the 2026 pre-budget
discussion with private
sector representativesfrom
the agriculture, food and
beverage sectors,
according to the
department.The meeting

focused on providing
facilities for farmers,
exports, tax concessions,
recycling, and the legal
framework affecting the
sector.Extensive
discussionwasaso heldon
ensuring a continuous
supply  of quality
agricultural and food
products to consumers, as
well asthe challengesfaced
by businesses, with
participants sharing their
views and proposals.

China issues alert on overseas study

Beijing, Aug. 30 (UNI):
China's Ministry of
Education released an
overseas study alert on
Saturday, once again
urging Chinese students
who intend to study in the
Philippines in the near
future to strengthen their
risk assessment, learn

about necessary
precautions and plan their
study arrangements with
care.

The ministry cited a
recent risein crimes against
Chinese citizens in the
Philippines, the Philippines
deteriorating public
security situation and its

unfavorable study
environment asthe reasons
for thealert.

Thisisthe second alert
concerning study in the
Philippines issued this
year. In April, the ministry
aso released an dert towarn
students of the risks of
sudyingincertanU.S. sates.

Kremlin, stating he would
“obviously not” meet with

Brussels.EU foreign policy
chief Kaja Kallas

President Vladimir Putin,
whom he accused of
showing no interest in
peace.

French President
Emmanuel Macron likewise
echoed the sentiment,
warning that Moscow was
“playing for time” and
vowing to increase
pressure.

On Thursday, Russia
launched one of its
heaviest aerial assaults on
Kyiv, firing 629 dronesand
missiles that killed at least
23  people, further
antagonising Europe, with
two missiles striking near
the EU offices which drew
sharp condemnation from

denounced the attack as a
“deliberate escalation” and
urged stronger security
guaranteesfor Ukraine.
While Estonia has
pledged troops for any
buffer arrangement, Poland
and Germany have ruled
out direct deployments,
citing risks to their own
security. Warsaw in
particular fearsthat shifting
NATO forces into Ukraine
could weakenthedliance's
eastern flank.
Zelensky'schief of staff
Andriy Yermak held talksin
New York with U.S. envoy
Steve Witkoff, Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, and
Vice President JD Vance.

Ex-Ukrainian National
Security Council head
Parubiy wanted in Russia

Moscow, Aug 30 (UNI) : Former Secretary of Ukraine's
National Security and Defense Council, Andriy Parubiy,
who was shot dead in Lvov (also known as Lviv) on
Saturday, had been listed as a wanted criminal by the
Russian Interior Ministry since 2023, police records show.

Earlier intheday, Ukrainian policereported thekilling
of "awell-known public and political figurebornin 1971"
in Lvov. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
confirmed Parubiy's death. A Ukrainian newspaper,
Strana.ua, reported that he was shot dead in the street by

aman posing asacourier.

According to Russian police data, Parubiy has been
wanted by the Interior Ministry since November 2023.
The Russian I nvestigative Committee charged Parubiy in
absentiafor atrocitiescommitted in Donbasin 2014, which
left 1,200 people dead or injured.

In April, a member of the Ukrainian Stop Grave
resistance group told Sputnik that an investigation
into adeadly fire at the Trade Unions House in Odesa,
which killed 48 people and injured more than 250
otherson May 2, 2014, was obstructed by a group of
journalists established by then-National Security and
Defense Council chief Parubiy.
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Get rid of whiteheads
to prevent

Ache

YOhiteheads are caused due to build-up
of oil, sevum and dead skin that plugs

up your poves. “Lhey clog your skin's

pores and vesult in pimples.
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A repeated occurrence of whiteheads can cause a
serious problem of acne. But the good news is that
whiteheads can be treated effectively at home. With a
little effort and a regular skincare routine, you can keep
whiteheads at bay. Follow these steps to get flawless
skin:

Wash your face regularly. It makes skin oil-free, which
would otherwise result in whiteheads. For best results,
use a non-oily face wash and not the one that has
glycerine as one of its contents.

Make sure that your hair is washed. Often greasy hair
contributes to more oil on the surface of your skin.
Dandruff is also one of the major causes of whiteheads
and acne. Use an anti-dandruff shampoo once a week to
keep your scalp clean.

Avoid oily makeup and lotions as they clog the pores
the most. They make matters worse and lead to
breakouts. Before buying a cosmetic, check out its oil
content. Clean your face with a cleanser every day
before going to bed.

Dab on a little tree tea oil before going to bed. Tea tree
oil prevents whiteheads, blackheads and acne. This oil,
surprisingly, does not clog pores. It also prevents
breakouts. Scrub your face once a week. Because using
a face wash alone won't be enough. To get rid of the
sebum that accumulates in pores, gently scrub your face
and wash it off with cold water.

Here's how to
protect your skin this

Summer

Summer is a time to wear all those
dresses, shorts and skirts that you
had put away during winter. The sun
is out and is shining bright, inviting
you to soak it up over Sunday
brunches and early evening walks.
But the increased exposure to sun
brings with it skin problems. Here's
how to keep your skin healthy and
radiant during this season...

Exfoliate: You may think that exfoliating your
skin is something that is done only during winter, but
it is equally important in summer. Your body sheds
skin cells regardless of the weather, so it is vital to
scrub them off to avoid making your skin look dull
anddry.

Hydrate: Moisturize, even if you have oily skin.
As the temperature rises, swap your heavy body
lotions for lighter ones.You could also use gels and
purees as they absorb better into your skin.
Sunscreen: This is perhaps the most important
tool to help fight sun issues during summer. Pick a
sunscreen that is SPF 50 and above to protect yourself
against the harmful effects of the sun.

De-tan: Even with sunscreen, your skin is likely to
get tanned.But don't fret. If you are the type that
doesn't fancy a tan, then just mix gram flour with
yogurt and a few drops of lemon, and use this as a
facemask to get rid of an uneven tan.

Water: Increase your water intake at this time of the
year as you tend to get dehydrated quicker during
summer. If it is not given enough water, your body
tends to sap moisture from your hair and skin, leaving
both dry and listless. So, drink up.

Toner: Use a toner to keep your pores closed and
your skin cool. If you don't want to use chemicals, you
could opt for rose water instead. Rose water's natural
cooling properties make it ideal to soothe irritated and
over-exposed skin.

Beauty

I~

(Go bananas for

Of course wallet is a must-carry in your handbag, but
apart from the reqular stuff, one must have a mini
summer kit in their handbag this summer. Check if you
have these following things in your handbag before you

step out in this scorching heat.

summer Kit for your

Handbag

If you feel tired or look a bit dull, just wipe
your face with wet wipes and refresh
ourself.

In this hot sun, leaving the hair loose is
not a comfortable option. Even if you do
s0, you may need a hairpin or a hair band
to tie it up some time during your travel.
So, always put a few hair pins and hair
bands in your bags for an instant hair-do.
Also, hair tends to be frizzy this season,
so hairstyles do not hold for long and
hence you will definitely need these.

Itis better to be safe and avoid picking up
infections.So, pin up a small sanitizer in
your handbag and clean your hands as
often as you need to.

Always carry a small water bottle in your
bag. You will not know when you may
need one during the day .Since parched
throat might cause dehydration, this is a
must-carry .

Summer means frequent sweating and
deos are a must-carry to keep you fresh.
Sweat also can make you stink and
staying odourfree is important. Always
carry a fragrant deo to smell good this

Keep a small towel in your handbag. You
may wash your face and hands quite
often at your work place this season, and
having a small towel could come in handy
i

n drying yourself.

|

Don't forget to take your sunglasses.
They might be worn as a style statement
during other seasons, but during
summer, they help you escape the heat.
Also choose glasses, preferably
wraparound ones, that offer complete UV
protection.

Try to carry a mini-umbrella in your kit.
This will help you to protect your skin
from sun tan and dehydration.

!ne cannot maintain t!e !res!ness olf

the face all day this summer. But, a
compact will help to an extent. Compact
powder not only removes excess oil on
your face, but also hydrates the skin
and makes you look clean and fresh.

Just keep a stole, preferably made of
cotton, in your handbag as this might help
you cover your head when you have to
walk in the sun. It also helps to protect
your hair.

While it is known that
this humble fruit may
have a host of health
benefits, bananas also
offer several beauty
benefits. Available
throughout the year,
bananas are a
powerhouse of
nutrients and are
great for your skin and
hair as well. Here are
some benefits...

- The fruit contains generous amounts of vitamin C and B6, which ensure
that your skin remains supple and elastic. Apart from that, bananas also
have antioxidants that protect your skin from premature ageing.
- The water content present in bananas keeps your skin well hydrated
so that it doesn't get flaky and dry. It works as a great moisturiser as
well. This is because it comprises vitamin A, which helps your skin
recover the moisture it has lost.
- One of the best ways to moisturise your skin is to use a mashed
banana and liberally rub it all over your face and neck. After
leaving the pulp on your face for about half an hour, wash it
off.
- You also treat pigmented skin with bananas. Simply

add a tablespoon of honey to banana pulp and apply it
onyour skin.
- Have to go to an important function and don't
have time to visit the parlour? Simply take a
banana and add yogurt, honey and almonds to it.
Make a paste and apply it all over your face. Not
only will this moisturise your face but also
remove excess oil and add a glow to your skin.
- For those who want to get rid of marks and scars
left on the skin due to acne and pimples, bananas
are a helpful aid. The vitamin C they contain
lightens blemishes caused by skin aggravation.
- Bananas also work as great exfoliators. Simply
mix jaggery and mashed bananas together and use
the paste as a scrub on your face and neck.
- Is the skin on your hands and heels dry, flaky or
cracked? Let a banana come to your rescue.
Simply mix mashed banana with some rose water
and apply on the affected areas.

Safe ways to colour
your hair during

Pregnancy

Don't stop yourself from colouving
your hair duving pregnancy.

Heve's what ¢o kee;a in mind.

Pregnancy makes a woman glow with health and beauty
and it shouldn't stop her from enhancing her hair with
additional colour. Most bleaches and hair dyes contain
harmful chemicals, which when absorbed through the
scalp, can enter the bloodstream. So the general
tendency is to take a break from hair colour when you
are expecting if you want to play it completely safe.
Since you are going through crazy hormonal changes,
your mane also gets atfected and may not take to hair
colour. However, don't stop yourself from a colour job
or from dyeing your roots. Covering greys is a must,
whether you are pregnant or not, and infusing colour
will give a fresh change to your usual look.

Keep these tips in mind:

- Pick ammonia-free hair colour. If you are colouring at
home, buy hair colour that doesn't contain any
ammonia. For salon-based colouring, ask your stylist to
do the same. It might not give you the intense colour that
others would, but it's safe.

- Go ombre instead of global colouring. The ombre (or
dip-dye) technique refers to colouring only the hair tip
so the product doesn't touch your scalp.

- Dilute the colour to make it more tolerable to your
scalp. Effective and non-toxic options to dilute the hair
dye are water or almond, sunflower or jojoba oil.

- Always do a patch test before colouring.

- If you feel an irritation, develop a rash or get nauseous
from the fumes, wash offthe dye immediately.
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Gauff storms
into US Open
Round 16

New York, Aug 30
(UNI) : American star Coco
Gauff delivered astatement
performance today as she
eased into the round of 16
at the US Open 2025,
beating Poland’s
MagdaenaFrech6-3,6-1in
just over an hour at the
Arthur Ashe Stadium.

Seeded third, Gauff
showed the form and
composure that has made
her one of the top
contendersfor thetitle. The
20-year-old dropped just
four games in amatch that
showcased her
consistency, variety, and
tactical intelligence.

Her serve, which had
wavered earlier intheweek,
clicked smoothly as she
landed 76 percent of first
serves and won 25 of 35
points behind them.Gauff
al so demongtrated her ahility
to reset under pressure. At 4-
1 in the opening set, she
faced ashaky servicegame
with two double faults but
managed to hold, forcing
Frech into errors at crucia
moments. She sealed the
first set 6-3 before racing
through the second with
relentless shot-making and
clever use of her forehand
slice to disrupt her
opponent’s rhythm.

"I played well. It was
tough playing two night
matches and then coming
back with shade on the
court today, it was hard to
see the ball," Gauff said in
her post-match interview.
"It’s been an emotional
week. | was putting too
much pressure on myself,
but I’'m learning to enjoy it
and focus on the process
instead of just the result."

This victory marks the
fourth consecutive year
that Gauff has reached the
round of 16 in New York,
further underlining her
consistency at Grand
Sams.

The home favorite has
quickly become a fan
magnet at Flushing
Meadows, drawing strong
support inside Arthur Ashe
Stadium as she looks to
emulate her US Open
triumphin 2023.

The world No. 3 will
next face either Daria
Kasatkina or two-time US
Open champion Naomi
Osakain what promises to
be one of the most
anticipated clashes of the
second week.

Meanwhile, the
women’s draw remains
loaded with star power,
with defending champion
Iga Swiatek scheduled for
action later in the evening.
But for the moment, it was
Gauff’s dominant showing
that set the tone for Day 7.

Taipei and Bangladesh, in Rgjgir, Bihar on Saturday.

Bangladesh's players celebrate after scoring agoal during the Men's Hockey Asia Cup 2025 match between Chinese

Bengaluru, Aug 30
(UNI) : India's fast bowler
Arshdeep Singhisentering
the 2025 Asia Cup in peak
form after an intensive
preparation phase in the
Duleep Trophy, ensuring
he is fully ready to
contribute to India's pace
attack in Abu Dhabi.

With India’sfirst match
against the UAE on
September 10, followed by
games against Pakistan and
Oman, Arshdeep’s fitness,
adaptability, and mental
toughness are expected to
bevital assetsfor the team.

After a nearly three-
month  break  from
competitive cricket
following IPL 2025, where
he finished as Punjab
Kings highest wicket-taker
with 21 wickets, Arshdeep
used his Duleep Trophy
stint with North Zone

against East Zone in
Bengaluru to fine-tune
both his physical and
mental game.

Bowling 17 oversonthe
second day — the most by
any North Zone bowler —
he highlighted the
importance of long spellsin
preparing for high-pressure
international tournaments.
“| felt really good with
the number of overs |
got. My body feels well
after 15-17 overs, and
the ball is coming out
nicely. Not many
wickets today, but they
will comeinthefuture,” he
said.

Arshdeep emphasized
that his current focusison
mindset, particularly
learning to enjoy the
“boring times” in red-ball
cricket.

“In the session after

‘Kabhaddi gave me
everything': Pardeep Narwal
at his felicitation ceremony

Vizag,Aug30(UNI):On
aday filled with nostalgia,
the Kabaddi industry
celebrated a man who
changed the way the sport
isplayed- Pardeep Narwal,
the Dubki King.

For over a decade, his
raids left defenders in his
wake and fans at the
stadiums roaring. More
than 1,800 raid points, three
Pro Kabaddi Leaguetitles,
and amove- thedubki - that
became synonymous with
hisname.

Yet, when Pardeep
spoke at his felicitation, it
wasn’t the numbers that
defined hisvoice, it wasthe
emotion. “I came here
today only for thefans,” he
said. “Even now, when they

cdl or messageme, | fedl like
| must return for them.”

He remembered
friendships, naming fellow
warrior Maninder Singh,
now at Patha Pirates - the
teamthat gave him hisfame
—asonewho stood by him
beyond themat. Herecalled
the joy of victories, the
sting of near-misses, but
above all, the unbreakable
bond with the game. “The
Pro Kabaddi League gave
meeverything- fame, family,
and the love of countless
people. | want to take it as
far asl can.”

The journey does not
end here. With his Pardeep
Narwal Kabaddi Academy,
where 65 children will be
chasing their dreams,

lunch, mostly the ball
doesn’'t do anything. How
you enjoy that phase tells
you how successful you
can beinred-ball cricket,”
he said, crediting advice
from fellow fast bowler
Mohammed Siraj. This
mental approach will help
him maintain patience and
consistency, qualities
crucial in both red-ball and
white-ball formats.

During the hiatus from
matches, Arshdeep worked
extensively on strength,
conditioning, and fitnessto
handletheworkload of long
spells.

“When you are not
playing, you push your
limits in training — more
overs, more strength, more
practice. Theaim isto stay
ready whenever you get a
chance,” he  said,
underscoring his

Pardeep has chosen to gift
the future what he once
received. “1 want to grow
my kidslikemy coach once
grew me,” he said. This
academy will open on
September 1, and will usher
in the new generation of
kabaddi stars.

As legends across
Indian sport like Dhanraj
PFillai and PullelaGopichand
rose to applaud him, they
werejoined by current stars
such as Jyothi Yarraji,
Yogesh Kathuniya, and
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. In
that moment, one truth
echoed — Pardeep Narwal
may step away from the
mat, but his spirit will
forever live on in the game
he gave hislifeto.

From pandemic struggles to India call-up: Uvais' rise

New Delhi, Aug 30
(UNI) : From struggling
tofind aclub duringthe
COVID-19pandemicto
makingamemorable
debut for India, Kerala
defender Muhammed
UvaisMoyikkal’sjourney
hasbeen one of
perseveranceand
determination.

The?27-year-old from
Malappuram, whowas
oncewithout ateam
duringthepandemic,
found himsdlf inthe
Indian senior men’s
national squad ear lier
thismonth and madehis
first appearanceinthe
CAFA NationsCup 2025
against Tajikistan.

Just fiveminutesinto

hisdebut, Uvais slong
throw-inset up India’'s
openinggoal, givingthe
teaman earlylead. India
went ontoregister a2-1
victory, their first
competitivewin since
November 2023, marking
apositivestart tothe
Khalid Jamil era.

“Of course, | had
alwaysdreamed of playing
for India, but when coach
Khalid Jamil took charge,
| thought maybemy
chancewould come,”
Uvaissaid.

“Eventhen,my
inclusionin theprobables
surprised me. Thelast
twoweekshavebeen a
blur, filled with phone
callsand

congr atulations.”

Uvaisadmitted hewas
overwhemed whentold he
would begtarting against
Tajikistan.“When the
national anthem played, it
hit me.

[’m not usually
emotional, but | feltit
deeply,” hesaid.

Comingfroma
football-loving family,
with hisfather working
asalocal coach and his
brother playingfor Roots
FCinBengaluru, Uvais
had toovercome
significant hurdles.
Duringthepandemic, he
found it difficult tosecure
opportunitiesas
tour namentswer escar ce.

Hisfortunesturned

when Gokulam K erala
signed him, and hewent
ontowinthel-Leaguein
2021-22. That success
opened door stothelndian
Super Leaguewith
Jamshedpur FC,wherehe
played under Khalid
Jamil.

“Coach Jamil has
beeninstrumental in my
growth. Hesmplifiesthe
gameand asksustokeep
thingssimple. Histrust
in mehasbeen crucial,”
Uvaissaid.

Indiawill next facelR
Iranintheir second
Group B fixtureof the
CAFA NationsCup
tomorrow. Thematch will
bestreamed liveon
FanCode

disciplined preparation for
the upcoming Asia Cup.

Switching formats will
be key, and Arshdeep has
already been practising
with thewhiteball to ensure
a smooth transition. “Red
ball, whiteball, or pink ball
— you haveto play cricket
and enjoy it. The mindset
is about how quickly you
can adapt according to the
situation, wicket, and
weather. Knowing when to
put in effort and when to
conserveenergy iskey,” he
added.

With India arriving in
Dubai for Asia Cup
preparations on September
4, Arshdeep Singh's blend
of fitness, adaptability, and
mental resilience positions
him as akey component in
India's plans to strengthen
their bowling resources
across formats.

Newcastle sign
Woltemade in

club record
£69m deal

London, Aug 30 (UNI) :
Newcastle United have
completed the club record
signing of striker Nick
Woltemade from Stuttgart
on asix-year contract.

The 6ft 6in (1.98m)
Germany international, 23,
has joined Newcastle in a
deal worthupto £69m. This
eclipses the £63m
Newcastle paid to make
Alexander Isak the most
expensive player in the
club's history three years
ago.
Woltemade, who will
wear the number 27, hasnot
been registered in time to
make his debut against
Leeds United on Saturday.
But Woltemade will havea
huge role to play moving
forward, given the ongoing
uncertainty surrounding
the future of Isak - who
remains determinedtojoin
Liverpool, according to a
BBC news.

"I'm really happy to be
at this amazing club," he
said. "From the first
contact, | felt like the club
really wanted me and had
big plansfor me.

"It'sabigstepinmy life
to leave Germany but
everybody has welcomed
me so well and it aready
fedslikefamily.

| have a really good
feeling from speaking to the
head coach that thisis the
right placefor metofind my
best level.

"I know the stadium
from watching games on
television - it looks
amazing and | know the
atmosphere is crazy. I'm
really excited to play and
start scoring goals here."

Rajasthan
Royals part
ways with
Dravid

Jaipur, Aug 30 (UNI) :
Rajasthan Royals
announced today that head
coach Rahul Dravid will not
continuewith thefranchise
inany capacity ahead of | PL
2026, ending his second
stint with the team.

A franchise statement
highlighted Dravid’'s
pivotal role over the years,
saying, "his leadership has
influenced a generation of
players, built strong values
within the squad, and left
an indelible mark on the
culture of the franchise.”
Following a structural
review, Dravid was offered
a broader position within
the RR, but he chose not to
take it.The 52-year-old
legend, who returned to
Rajasthan Royals in
September 2024 after
guiding India to a T20
World Cup title, saw his
second tenure cut short
after a disappointing 2025
season.The Rajasthan
Royals finished ninth,
winning only four of 14
games, with several close
matches slipping away.
Dravid also spent much of
the season confined to a
whedlchair after afoot injury
sugtained while playing dub
cricketin Bengaluru.

The franchise is now
considering options for a
new head coach, with
former coach Kumar
Sangakkara, currently
Director of Cricket, being a
potential candidate to
return. The Rajasthan
Royals, its players,
and fans worldwide exte-
nded heartfelt thanks to
Dravid for his“remarkable
service” to the team.

Sports minister wants
to raise India's share
in global sports

manufacturing
to 25 pc by 2036

New Delhi, Aug 30
(UNI) : Union Minister of
YouthAffairs& Sportsand
Labour & Employment, Dr.
Mansukh  Mandaviya
today stressed on the
importance of promoting
Swadeshi and vowed to
take India's sharein global
sports manufacturing to 25

per cent
Speaking at the first-
ever sports goods

manufacturing conclave
held in the national capital
he said “Everyone has to
make sure that we
implement everything
keeping in mind ‘Nation
first’. Aatmanirbharta and
the use of Swadeshi goods
isthe need of the hour. We
must moveforward with the
spirit of Garv se Swadeshi.
From 1 pc global share now,
we have to take it to 25 pc
by 2036. Economic growth
happens when there is
demand, and it increases
with manufacturing, which
also resultsin employment
generation.” He categorised
the  Sports  goods
manufacturing asapriority
sector “In India, the sports
ecosystem is growing with
speed. We have the
potential to go big and we
are not dependent on
anyone. Sports goods
manufacturing isapriority
sector for us, and we have
toimplement thissteadily. |
amvery pleased onit being
included in the Allocation

of Business Rules. Hence,
we did this important
conclave,”

The conclave saw
extensivedeliberationsand
presentations from
industry leaders on the
sports goods
manufacturing industry,
India’s strengths, and
strategy for making it a
global hub as well as
challengesand solutionsin
the sector. Dr. Mandaviya
also noted that the conclave
was not just about
manufacturing  sports
goods, but about creating
a complete ecosystem that
combines industry,
innovation, and
employment. The overall
aim was strengthening
India’'s march towards
becoming aglobal sporting
and economic powerhouse.

The Indian sports
goods sector is valued at
USD 4.88 hillion (742,877
crore) in 2024 and is
projected to grow to USD
6.6 hillion (757,800 crore) by
2027 and 787,300 crore by
2034. The sector provides
employment to over five
lakh people, primarily in
MSME clusters at Meerut,
Jalandhar, Ludhiana and
Delhi-NCR. India is the
third largest sports goods
manufacturer in Asia and
the 21st largest exporter
globaly, with exportsworth
USD 523 millionin2023-24
to more than 90 countries.

CM interacts with Delhi's athletes, says
will make the city sports capital

New Delhi, Aug 30
(UNI) : Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Guptaon
Saturday shared her
vision for Delhi's athletes,
saying that players from
the national capital must
participate in national and
international sporting
events, and take the
Indiantri-color to new
heights across the globe
and return home with
medals.

She said that to realize
thisgoal, the Delhi
government has
substantially increased
prize money for athletes
who win medals, andis
taking decisive steps to
providethem with world-
class sporting facilities.

Speaking at an
interactive session held
on Saturday at Thyagarg
Stadiumwith emerging
talents and renowned
sports icons, the CM
shared her government’s
sports vision and outlined
new policies.

Welcoming Delhi’s
young talent, Gupta said
that the city, aswell asthe
nation’s future rests in the
hands of these youth who
will bring honour to the
country in the years to
come.

Guptamade special
mention of international
champions such as Ravi
Dahiya, Sharad Kumar,
Tejaswin Shankar,
Narayan Thakur, Narendra
Grewal and Pritam Rani, as
she commended their
achievements.

“Thetriumph of an
athlete on the global stage
isnot just an individual

honour. It belongsto 1.4
billion Indians,” she
remarked.

The event was also
attended by Cabinet
Minister Mr Ashish Sood,
MLA Mr Rajkumar Bhatia,
and other dignitaries.

Acknowledging the
leadership of Prime
Minister NarendraModi,
Gupta said that sports
had, for thefirst time,
received the recognition
and constitutional
backing long required.

She highlighted the
recently enacted National
Sports Governance Act
2025, which she described
as the “Constitution of
Sports’, noting that it
would ensureimproved
facilities, professional
coaching, balanced
nutrition and essential
resources for the athletes.

TheCM aso
contrasted her
government’s approach
with that of the previous
administration, which, she
said, had neglected sports
and failed to enhance
rewardsor infrastructure.

“Our government has
not only raised prize

money and expanded
facilities but has also
ensured that athletes
receive the respect and
opportunities they
deserve. Delhi’s athletes
arenow excelling on both
national and international
platforms,” Guptasaid.

She added that
outstanding performers at
the Olympics, Asian
Games, Commonweslth
Gamesand National
Gameswill receivemulti-
croreprizesalong with
honourable government
appointments.

Delhi’sMinister for
Education Ashish Sood,
who was also present on
the occasion, assured
athletes that their
concerns would always be
addressed with priority.

“Thegovernment will
provide every facility and
support needed.

Athletes have one
responsibility to win
medalsand make Delhi
proud. Both the Chief
Minister’s Officeand my
office stand fully
committed to resolving
your issues without
delay,” he said.
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Central Railway to run Special Mid Night
Suburban Trains for Ganpati Festival

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Aug 30 :
Central Railway will run
special mid night suburban
trains from CSMT to
Kayan/Thane and back for
devotesstraveling during the
GANPATI FESTIVAL on04/
05.09.2025 (Thursday/Friday
Night), 05/06.09.2025 (Friday/
Saturday Night) & 06/
07.09.2025 (Saturday/
Sunday Night) on MAIN
LINE between CSMT
Mumbai and Kalyan.

On HARBOUR LINE
Special Suburban trains
will run from CSMT to
Panvel and back on the day
of GANPATI IMMERSION
only on 06/07.09.2025

(Saturday/Sunday Night).
The specia trains will
halt at all stations between
CSMT Mumba and Kayar/
Thane/Panvel as per the
timings given below.
OnDOWNMAINLINE
(On 04/05.09.2025; 05/
06.09.2025 & 06/
07.09.2025)
CSMT-Kalyan Special
will depart CSMT Mumbai
at 01.40 hrs and arrive
Kayanat 03.10 hrs.
CSMT-Thane Special
will depart CSMT Mumbai
at 02.30 hrs and arrive
Thaneat 03.30 hrs.
CSMT-Kalyan Special
will depart CSMT Mumbai
at 03.25 hrs and arrive

Kalyanat 04.55 hrs.
OnUPMAINLINE(On

04/05.09.2025; 05/

06.09.2025 & 06/

07.09.2025)
Kalyan-CSMT Specia
will depart Kalyan at 00:05
hrs and arrive CSMT
Mumbai at 01.30 hrs.
Thane-CSMT Special
will depart Thane at 01.00
hrs and arrive CSMT
Mumbai at 02.00 hrs.
Thane-CSMT Special
will depart Thane at 02.00
hrs and arrive CSMT
Mumbai at 03.00 hrs.
OnDOWNHARBOUR
LINE (On06/07.0920250nly)
CSMT-Panvel Special
will depart CSMT Mumbai

at 01.30 hrs and arrive
Panvel at 02.50 hrs.

CSMT-Panvel Specia
will depart CSMT Mumbai
at 02.45 hrs and arrive
Panvel at 04.05 hrs.

On UP HARBOUR
LINE (On 06/07.09.2025
only)

Panvel-CSMT Special
will depart Panvel at 01.00
hrs and arrive CSMT
Mumbai at 02.20 hrs.

Panvel-CSMT Special
will depart Panvel at 01.45
hrs and arrive CSMT
Mumbai at 03.05 hrs.

Passengers are
requested to please note and
avall theseGanpeti Fedivd Specid
Suburban Train services.

Western Railway extends the trips of special
trains between Mumbai Central - Indore

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Aug 30 : For the convenience of passengers
and with aview to meet thetravel demand especialy during
thefestiveseason, Western Railway has extended the trips
of Special Train on Special Fare between Mumbai
Central & Indore on existing timings, halts &
composition.According to apressreleaseissued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of Western Railway, Shri Vineet
Abhishek, the details of the train is as under:

Train No. 09085/09086 Mumbai Centra - Indore (Tri —

Weekly) Special [12 Trips]|

Train No. 09085 Mumbai Central - Indore Special
departsfrom Mumbai Central every Monday, Wednesday
& Friday at 23.20 hrsand will reach Indore at 13.00 hrs,
the next day. The trips of this train have been extended

Cancellation, Regulation and Rescheduling
of Train Services : South Western Railway

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mysuru, Aug 30 : Due
to line and power blocks
between Birur-Sivapur
station, Birur- Talguppaand
Birur - Nagavangalastation
for the launching of the
Bowstring girder for the
NHAI Road Over Bridgeon
NH-206, replacingLCNo. 128
& 2, thefallowing trainswill
be cancelled, regulated, and
rescheduedasddaledbdow:

|. Cancellation of Trains

1. Train No. 16567
Tumakuru — Shivamogga
Town Express will be

cancelled on 31st August,
1st, 8th, 14th & 15th
September 2025.

2. Train No. 16568
Shivamogga Town -—
Tumakuru Express will be
cancdledon 14, 2nd, Sth, 15th
& 16th September 2025.

3. TrainNo. 16214 SSS
Hubballi —Arsikere Express
will be cancelled on 8th
September 2025.

4. Train No. 16213
Arsikere — SSS Hubballi
Expresswill becancelled on
9th September 2025.

5. TrainNo. 12089 KSR

further from 1st to 12th September, 2025. Similarly, Train
No. 09086 Indore — Mumbai Central Special will depart
from Indoreevery Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday at 17.00
hrsand will arrive Mumbai Central at 07.10 hrs, the next
day. The trips of this train have been extended further
from 2nd to 13th September, 2025.

Enroute this train will halt at Borivali, Vapi, Surat,
Vadodara, Dahod, Ratlam and Ujjain station in both

directions.

Thistrain comprisesof First AC,AC 2-Tier and AC 3-
Tier Coaches.The booking for the extended tripsof Train
No. 09085 & 09086 opens from 31.08.2025 at al PRS
Countersand on IRCTC website. For detailed information
regarding timings of halts and composition, passengers
may pleasevisit www.enquiry.indianrail .gov.in.

Bengaluru — Shivamogga
Town Expresswill becancdled
on8th September 2025.

6. TrainNo. 12090 Shivam:
ogoa Tonn — KSR Bengaluru
Express will be cancelled on
th September 2025.

1. Rescheduling of
Trains

1. Train No. 12090
Shivamogga Town — KSR
Bengaluru Express will be
rescheduled by 75 minutes
from Shivamogga Town on
1st, 2nd, 15th & 16th
September 2025.

2. Train No. 16213

Arsikere — SSS Hubballi
Expresswill berescheduled
by 45 minutesfromArsikere
on 1st, 2nd, 15th & 16th
September 2025.

I11. Regulation of Trains

1. Train No. 20652
Talguppa— KSR Bengaluru
Expresswill beregulated en
route by 75 minutes on 9th
September 2025.

2. Train No. 56272
Chikkamagaluru -
Shivamogga Town
Passenger will beregulated
en route by 30 minutes on
9th September 2025.

Director General, Indian Railway Health Services
Inspects Central Hospital, Lallaguda, SCR

DG (IRHS) inaugurated 2D Echo and Oxygen Manifold Room facility

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Hyderabad, Aug 30 :
Dr.Jagdish ~ Chandra,
Director General, Indian
Railway Health Services
(IRHS), Railway Board,
New Delhi inspected and
inaugurated new facilities
at Central Railway Hospitd,
Lallaguda, Secunderabad
today i.e.,, on 30" August,
2025. Dr. NirmalaRagjaram,
Principal Chief Medical
Director, SCR; Dr. I. Siva
Naga Prasad, Medical
Director, Central Hospital,
Lallaguda and senior
Doctors were also present
on the occasion.
Dr.Jagdish Chandra
inaugurated the 2D Echo
Machinery with advanced
machine facility, Oxygen
Manifold Room, renovated
physiotherapy room and a
dedicated corporate billing

section office, that will
immensely benefit the
serving and retired
employeesand their family
members. Theinauguration
of the renovated
physiotherapy center inthe
ground floor of the new
OPD block will cater to
railway beneficiaries in
experiencing modern and

better  physiotherapy
sessions related to
different ailments.
Addressing the
Doctors, Dr.Jagdish
Chandra appreciated the
medical department for
upgrading the facilities
which will immensely
benefit the serving / retired
employees and their

dependents. He stated that
these advanced diagnostic
facilities and services will
be highly useful and
convenient. He also
complimented the medical
team for thenobleinitiative
of developing an oxygen
plant at the hospital
premises which caters as a
lifesaving medical need.

CM Omar
Abdullah directs
speedy
restoration of
Sgr-Jmu
National
Highway and

other roads

Srinagar, Aug 30 (UNI)
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today chaired a
high-level meeting to
review restoration workson
the  Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway (NH-44)
and other major roads
damaged by recent
incessant rains, directing
authorities to ensure
speedy road connectivity,
smooth traffic flow, and
uninterrupted supply of
essentialsto the Valley and
remote areas of Jammu
division.

Heemphasized the need
for close inter-
departmental coordination
and timely updates to
respond promptly to public
needs.

The Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway
(remained closed for the
fifth straight day due to
heavy rains and mudslides
at several locations. While
stranded vehicles were
partially cleared today, a
stretch along the began
sinking, forcing authorities
to halt traffic from both
sides.

During the meeting,
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo
briefed about the condition
of NH-44, describing its
restoration as the top
priority sinceitisthelifeline
connecting Kashmir with
the rest of the country.

An official spokesman
said that CS stressed the
importance of facilitating
movement of perishable
commoditieslikefruit from
the Valley and highlighted
thegrimsituation in areas
such as Kishtwar and
Udhampur, which are
facing outages of power,
drinking water, road
connectivity and mobile
networks.

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Bengaluru, Aug 30: Mr
V. Somanna, Union Minister
of Statefor Railwaysand Jd
Shakti, laid the foundation
stone for the construction
of aLight Road Over Bridge
(ROB) at Gubbi Railway
Station, Tumakuru district
today. The project hasbeen
sanctioned at an estimated
cost of Rs20crore.
Addressing the
gathering, Mr V. Somanna
said that both the Central
and State Governments
should work together for
development works. He
informed that the
Government of India has
dlocated Rs 2.65lakhcrore
for Indian Railways in the
current year, of which Rs
49,000 crore has been
earmarked for projects in

A\ R\ 22N N
the State of Karnataka.
He further stated that
Gubbi Railway Station is
being developed under the
Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme, whichwill enhance
passenger amenities and
infrastructure. He said that
earlier, ROBs and RUBs
were executed under acost-
sharing  arrangement
between the Centre and the
State, which often caused
delays. Now, with the
Central Government
funding such projectsfully,
works are progressing at a
much faster pace. New line
laying, doubling of single
lines, quadrupling of lines,
and station development
works are also being taken
up, he said.
Mr S.R. Srinivas,
Hon’bleMLA of Gubbi and

V.Somanna laid Foundation Stone
for Light Road Over Bridge at
Gubbi Railway Station, SWR
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Chairman of KSRTC, said
that the construction of this
ROB fulfils the long-
standing demand of the
people of Gubbi. He
thanked Shri V. Somanna
for sanctioning major
developmental works in
Tumakuru District.

The event was
attended by Shri G.S.
Basavargj, Hon' ble Former
MP; Shri Ajay Sharma,
Chief  Administrative
Officer (Construction); Shri
Ashutosh Kumar Singh,
Divisional Railway
Manager, Bengaluru; Shri
Parikshit Mohanpuria,
Additional Divisional
Railway Manager; Shri
Pradeep Puri, Chief
Engineer; officials from
NHAI; and other
dignitaries.

Emphasizing teamwork and technology
for operational excellence: GM,EGoR

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Visakhapatnam, Aug 30
: General Manager of East
Coast Railway, Mr
Parmeshwar Funkwal,
conducted a thorough
inspection of the
Vizianagaram station yard,
accompanied by Divisional
Railway Manager Waltair,
Shri Lalit Bohra, and senior
official sfrom Headquarters
and Waltair Division.
Duringthevisit, hecarefully
reviewed critical safety
elements including track
conditions, signaling, and
operational procedures.
After the inspection,
Shri Funkwal held an
interactive meeting with
senior supervisors from
various departments at
Vizianagaram station. He
highlighted the
significance of teamwork in
meeting the Railway’s
operational demands and
upholding infrastructure
standards. Emphasizing
that safety is the highest
priority and customer
satisfaction the key goal,
he urged supervisors to
rigorously check all safety
and service parameters,
aiming for excellence and
the elimination of any
shortcomings.Furthermore,
the General Manager
stressed the importance of

staying current with new
technologies and digital
advancements within the

Railwys. He advised
supervisors to regularly
updatetheir teamsto avoid

negligence and operational
lapses, thereby enhancing
overd| efficiency and sfety.
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