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Excise dept

<wesco- | (JUOLA ON lINES Of Maratha reservation |

made II(]UOI' Mumbai,Aug26 (IANS) and suggest workable exist at present.CM’sgreen scholarships to students has benefited the Maratha

worth Rs 1.77 . Chief Minister Devendra solutions. The Committee’s signal comes days after the and youth pursuing their community inabigway.
Fadnavis on Tuesday gave formation will take place cabinet sub-committee on education. “Since there is no

cr, two held his approval for the soon, and it will comprise Maratha Reservation was Minister Bhujbal, who cabinet sub-committee for

establishment of a cabinet ministersfromtheBJP, Shiv  restructured by appointing has been consistent in Other Backward Classesand

Kolhapur, Aug 26 ; : ; N . ) . o ) .
(UNI) The State Excise sub-committee to find a Senaand NCP. The Deputy Vikhe Patil asits chairman, opposing providing their issues, including
Department  (SED) solution to reservation and Chief Minister and NCP replacing the Higher and Maratha ~ community reservation, several issues
Kolhapur division, seized other issues faced by the president Ajit Pawar has Technical ~ Education reservation from the OBC are pending with various R

a consignment of Goa- other backward classes  recommendedtheinclusion Minister Chandrakant Patil. quota, in his letter to the departments, including A 1
madeforeignliquor worth (OBC) andnomedictribesin - of Bhujbal, who has been  Thiswasdoneat atime Chief Minister, pointed out Revenue, ~  General -
Rs 1.77 crore along with the state. _ fighting for the cause of when the pro-Maratha that the cabinet Administration, Financeand

The cabinet OBC reservation, and activist Manoj JarangePatil subcommittee on Maratha Planning. Issues faced by |

an Eicher truckinamajor
operation at Padalwadi
on the Kolhapur-
Ratnagiri  National

subcommittee is being agriculture  minister announced to stage an reservation wasabletosort Maharashtra State Other
formed that will be headed Dattatray Bharane from his indefiniteprotestinMumbai  out various issues about Backward Classes Finance
by the Water Resources party in the cabinet sub- fromAugust 29, demanding various government and Economic Development

Modi government is misusing

: Minister Radhakrishna committee. the implementation of undertakings such as Corporation and Mahatma : . e
ngzvgt%ﬁ)ggogabff Vikhe-Patil to look intothe A senior minister said Maratha reservation. Annasaheb Patil Economic Jyotiba Phule Research ED’ says Arvind KE"IWCII_
| issuesfaced by theMaratha that the government had However, Minister Development Corporation &amp; Training Institute A few hoursafter the Enforcement Directorate (ED)

theBharari Squad of SED
intercepted a suspicious
Eicher truck and, upon

community and recommend earlier formed the cabinet Bhujbal demanded that a and Chhatrapati Shahu (MAHAJYOTI), which are | raided house of AAP leader Saurabh Bhardwgj in the
solutions to address them.  sub-committee to study the cabinet sub-committee be Maharaj Research, Training engaged in providing | aleged hospital construction scam case, former Delhi
CM Fadnavis decision reservation of other formed for other backward and Human Development financial aid andtrainingto | chief minister Arvind Kejriwal said the ED was being

;njgoe ggxcgbfrgﬁ/rizg comes after NCP Minister packward classes and classes and nomadic tribes Ingtitute (SARTHI). OBC youth, have been | Misused by the Centre.Kg"riwal posted on X, "ED's
liauor. The liauor. along | @1d Samata  Parishad nomadic tribes and as these communities can These undertakings are pending for alongtime. Itis | raid on Saurabh Bhardwaj's house is another case of
W?th the veﬂiclé Wag founder Chhagan Bhujbal recommend tothe cabineta take up their issues with providing financial necessary that these issues | @genciesbeing misused by theModi government. The

has made a request saying slew of concessions and regard to reservation, assistance and training to be reviewed and addressed | Modi government has targeted the Aam Aadmi Party.
that such a committee is benefits to be provided to various benefits under youth from the Maratha fromtimetotime. Forthis,a | The way AAPs being targeted is unprecedented for
necessary to discuss issues  thesecommittees. However, several government community. Cabinet Sub-Committee is | @ party in history. (See on page 2)
of OBCsand nomadictribes this committee does not schemes, including Bhujbal argued that this necessary,” said Bhujbal.

seized, bringing the total
value of the haul to Rs
1,77,84,000.Two
suspects, identified as
Shailesh Jadhav and

e ince vee | [Wrcle i Indliat EVs exported to 100 Cabinet approveskey ~ [Austrelian PHM blames lran for

arrested in connection perpetrating antisemitic ...

with the case. Further

nesnaon 15| coUNtries from today, New journey  decisions to expedite o R

underway, officialssaid.

eaw showers | [iake in India, Make for World ~ benefits for nomadic,
' denotified communities

IMD extends

yellow alert Mumbai, Aug 26 (UNII) : The cabinet today approved

Mumbai, Aug 26 crucial reformsto expedite certificate issuance and ensure

(UNI) : The India effective delivery of government schemesto nomadic and
denotified tribes.

Meteorological
Department (IMD) today The cabinet also approved the establishment of a ; - _ o '
Senior Division Civil Judge Court at Ashti in Beed district, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese

extended ayellow dert for X O

Mumbai, warning of sanctioning the creation of judicial officer and staff posts | accused Iran of orchestrating at least two antisemitic

heavy rainfall at isolated along with necessary funds.In another decision, the | attackson the country and as a punitive measure will
cabinet cleared margin money loans from the National | €xpel the Iranian ambassador to the country.

locations.
Cooperative Devel opment Corporation (NCDC) for Rajgad ( See on page 5)

According to the
O gl Y A PN . |

IMD, heavy rainfall is
It also approved term loans under government guarantee

expected in parts of
from Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank for Babanrao New formai Wi" muke PKL more

Mumbai onAugust 27 as
well. Moderate showers fr [ Dhakne Kedareshwar Cooperative Sugar Factory Ltd at

may follow onAugust 28, | Prime Minister NarendraModi with President of Suzuki Motors Toshihiro Suzuki during SUMnanagar, Shevgaon, Ahilyanagar district. Thecabinet | ynpredictable, exciti ng ...
whileisolatedareascould | - ayisit at Maruti Suzuki’s Hansal pur manufacturing facility, in Ahmedabad on Tuesday. PProved thepreparation of theMaharashtral abour Code

again witness heavy by amending existing labour laws. The move has sparked
downpours on August New Delhi, Aug 26 For this, weare the strength of Bharat- curiosity in labour and political circles amid
29.0fficials have urged | (UNI):Aday beforeUS emphasizing on mission Japan relations but also specul ation about whether thereformswill be pro-worker.
residents to stay | Tariffsagainstindiaareto  manufacturing. Inthe the trust that global o

cautious, particularly in | comeintoforce, Prime comingtime, our focuswill ~ companieshavein Bharat. G l- 1-

fl ood-pror?e areas. V)\//ith Minister Narendra M odi be on the futuristic Inaway, companieslike ov S u n c I o n S

the monsoon showing | announced that Electric industry. Indiaistaking off Maruti Suzuki have

no signs of retreat, | Vehicles(EVs) madein in the semiconductor become brand RS 49 55l runt for
citizens have been | Indiawill beexportedto sector. Six plantsareabout  ambassadors of Make in g g

advised to plan their | 100countriesfromtoday,  to beready inthe country. India’” Themost critical

KABADD!

travel with care. starting a new journey We have to take part of the EV ecosystem, N u p u r fl i n cl u b I -

Thane and Navi | ‘Makeinindia,Makefor  semiconductor batteries until afew years g y g Haryana Steel ers Coach Manpreet Si ﬁgh feelsthat
Mumbai, too, have been | theWorld.” manufacturing further.” ago, were completely Nagpur, Aug 26 (UNI):  disbursing officer. Both the new format of the Pro Kabbadi League(PK L) will
placed under a yellow Coincidingwith Exhorting thepeopleto  imported. To strengthen 1y 4 ggnificant boostto have been directed to makeit more exciting and lead to itsfurther growth." A
aert. In Thane, the IMD | Ganeshotsav beginning advence the campaign of  EV manufacturing, itwas i aion training in ensure compliancewith new format was needed for the growth of theleague, it
has warned of heavy | tomarrow, thePrimeMinister - Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-  necessary that Indiaalso vigarpha, the Maharashtra — statefinancial rules and will be more exciting because it will be more
showers in the hilly and | said*’anew chapterisbeing  reliant India) for aViksit manufacture batteries. government has submit utilisation unpredictable (s n 7
ghat regions, raising | adedtolndias‘Makein  Bharat (developedIndia) ~ With thisvision, the sanctioned agrant of Rs  certificates to the ' €eon page

concerns over possible | - Indietjourey. This'Makein by 2047, hesaid Swadeshi ~ foundationof theTDSG g 55 akh for theNagpur  government, Established in | T
landslides and | India MakefortheWorld” is  should become the Mantra.  battery plant waslaid here

flying clubfor thefinancial H H
waterlogging. Navi | a b;g leap toovz;ards o " Let usbeVocal for in2017c-j ygar gozs-ze.According to :L‘: Eg&gmegi?ggencclig * | Mamata Banerjee hits back at
Mumbai, on the other | goal. Fromtoday, Electric  Local. Swadeshi should Under anew initiative ; ; oy Izl k7
hand, may face drainage | Vehiclesmadein Bharat becomeour life by TDSG, three Japanese ?g%vggegniejéwg (;r;’ Bﬁz tt;ilr}]sda\ljllggr?ds of PM MOdl S ih |ef rema rk
problems, especialy in | will beexportedto 100 mantra...walk proudly companiestogether will the allocationwill cover professionals but has often -
areas close to creeks, countries,” the Prime towards Swadeshi....By manufacturecellsinindia 54t maintenance, fue, faced financial challenges,
The extended | Minister said in an address 2047 wewill surely builda  for thevery firsttimein sdaries andinfrastructure  leading toiirregular training —
forecast also places| atthelaunch of green ‘Viksit Bharat'. Bharat will  thisfactory. Even the upkeep—key components  schedules Officialsbelieve 4
Palghar, Raigad and | mobilityinitiativesat continue to increase its electrodes for battery cells o one of the state's the latest all ocation will .
Ratnagiri under yellow | Hansapurin Gujarat. contribution to thewelfare  will now be ol dest aviation training help ensure smoother
alert along with Mumbai “’Now, in dozens of of theworld,” he said. Tomakemanufacturing | gitutes Of the total, Rs operations this fiscal year. :
and Thane. countries around the He said India has the inIndiaefficient and 39 96 | akh has been With Nagpur emerging
ThelMD haswarned | world, theEVsrunningthere power of democracy and globally competitive, earmarked asnon-sdlary as an aviation hub \ :‘
that the entire Konkan | will carythemark—Madein  the advantage of industrial corridorsare grants whileRs959lakhwill  housing MIHAN ;:argo h
belt will likely experience | India’ thePrimeMinister demography. Indiaalso has being developed, creating o, 1oyard sl ary-refated facilities. and acéntrally N\ =
wet conditions for at | sadAlongwiththis hybrid  avery large pool of skilled  plug and play expenses.The Nagpur located a’jrport, therevival m ‘
least the next five days. | - battery electrode - workforcecredtingawin - infrastructure, and bullding - jvisional commissioner o the Nagpur Flying Club West Bengal Chief Minister MamataBanerjeetod
Officials are monitoring | manufacturingisasostarting - winsituationfor India's ~ logisticsparks. has been designated as the  through steady launched ashgr attack againgt Prime Minister #\larendz
the situation closely to | tody, hesadand assarted — partners. Suzuki Japanis stressingonmaking — controlling officer, while  government support is Modisrecentremirkbrending Tinemol Congres enders
manage flooding and | thetIndiaisnotgoingtostop manufacturinginIndiaand pro-development policies,  ihatahsiidar (general being viewed asastrategic | as “thieves” saying that rg JP-ruled states like Uttar
traffic movement across | here”\Wehavetodoeven  thecarsarebeing exported  he asked states to administration) inthe move to strengthen civil Pradesh and Maharashtra were “the biggest thieves.”
themetropolitanregion. | better insectorsinwhich  back to Japan. emphasizeonsingle commissioner'sofficewill  aviationtrainingin the * .
we have performed well. “’Thisnot only reflects  window clearance serve asthedrawingand  Vidarbharegion. (See on page 8)
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Churchgute Maharaja arrived

(By Rajesh undi)

Mumbai, Aug 26 :
President.. Satish Chorge.
Secretary. Abhishek Tambe
Information: The Mandal
has been celebrating

’ Ganeshotsav festlval at

Churchgate for the last 46
years... On behalf of the
Mandal, 1) Eye check-up 2)
Blood donation 3) Books,
bags, clothes etc. to poor

students. 4) Body check-up
5) On Satyanarayan Puja
day, Bhandaraisorganized
in which 4/5 thousand
people enjoy that
Bhandara. Bhajan program
isorganized for theelderly..
So that they and the
residents get interested in
the path of devotion.. The
work we are doing today. It
is due to the guidance of
our seniors. Today, this
Mandal is visited by local
corporator MLAS to high
policeofficers. Ministersto
government officials. They
visit the Mandal and guide
the Mandal from time to
time.. Throughout the year,
the Ganapati Mandal is
celebrating Diwdi, Navratri,
Holi, etc. The love of the
people and the residentsis
getting to the Mandd from
time to time. Because of the
blessings of Ganpati Bappa.
We are celebrating all the
festivals. May God shower
such love and blessngs upon
us, this is our prayer....
President. Satish Chorge

Modi govt. is
misusing ED,

says Kejriwal

New Delhi, Aug 26
(UNI) Afew hours after the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) raided house of AAP
leader Saurabh Bhardwaj in
the alleged hospital
construction scam case,
former Delhi chief minister
ArvindKgjriwa saidtheED
was being misused by the
Centre.

Kejriwa posted on X,
"ED's raid on Saurabh
Bhardwaj's house is
another case of agencies
being misused by the Modi
government.

The Modi government
has targeted the Aam
Aadmi Party. Theway AAP
is being targeted is
unprecedented for any
party in history."

He further wrote on X
that AAP was being
targeted because it had the
most vocal voice against
the Modi government's
wrong policies and
corrupt deeds.

Renovated Hi-Tech Honda Showroom Inaugurated

-(Standard Pos{ éur.eau)
Bidar, Aug 26 :
renovated Hi-Tech Honda

showroom near

inaugurated on Tuesday.

Fateh
A Darwaza in the'city was has grown rapidly with the

The Honda showroom

cooperation of

the“customers in the
district.

It has maintained the
love and trust of the
customers.

Now arenovated” Hi-
Tech Honda showroom
with state-of-the-art
facilities has been
inaugurated, said the
showroom owner,
renowned businessman
Ramesh Goyal.

Honda Company M.
Srivastavasa Regional
Manager, Praveen
Sharma,“ Deviprasad
Mondal, Sheshadri N,
Muhammad |smail Nadaf,
Muralidharan,” Vishnu,
entrepreneurs Nitin Goyal,
Praveen Goyal and others
were present.

Thane Vaibhav Chowk nameplate unveiled
by Transport Minister Pratap Sarnaik

Ceremony held in the presence of MLA Sanjay Kelkur, Editor Milind Ballal

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Thane, Aug 26 : The
nameplate of Thane
Vaibhav Chowk, which was
named by Thane Municipa
Corporation on the occasion
of the 51st anniversary of
Thane Vaibhav, a daily
newspaper in Thane didtrict,
was unveiled by Transport
Minister Pratap Sarnaik on
Monday afternoon. On the
occasion, MLA Sanjay
Kelkar, Thane Vaibhav
Editor Milind Bdldl, Nikhil
Ballal and other dignitaries
were present.The square
located inthemiddleof Lal
Bahadur Shastri Marg and
Vakil Almeida Marg
intersecting it in Thane
Municipa Corporationarea
has been named Thane
Vaibhav Chowk. Thisisthe

|| Thanevaibhav

Chowk

pride of thisdaily newspaper,
which is celebrating its
golden jubilee in Thane

: ‘ Thanevalb
' LasDWk

district. Also, Transport
Minister Pratap Sarnaik
asserted that it is a rare

coincidencethat the square
on the road leading to the
Municipal Corporation has
been named after the
newspaper.”

MLA Sanjay Kelkar said
that it isamatter of joy that
this naming ceremony was
completed as the golden
jubilee year of Thane
Vaibhav's journey is
coming to an end. On this
occasion, he glorified the
journey of Thane Vaibhav.”

Deputy Commissioner
(Information and Public
Relations) Umesh Birari,
Executive Engineer Mohan
Kalal, Executive Engineer
Hrishikesh  Jabalkar,
Information and Public
Relations Officer Ravindra
Manjrekar, journalists and
employees of Thane

\
.% ,
Vaibhav Daily were present
at the inauguration of the
nameplate of the square.

Lord Ganesha's arrival
marred by missing
sculptor, incomplete idols
and angry customers

Thane, Aug 26 (UNI) Just hours before the arrival of
Lord Ganesha, panic gripped devotees and Ganesh
Mandals in Dombivli after a sculptor suddenly went
missing, leaving several idolsincompl ete.

Theincident occurred at Anandi KalaK endra, apopular

Ganesh idol workshop on Mahatma Phule Road, where

sculptor Prafull Tambade reportedly disappeared, locking
his house and switching off his phone.
Customerswho had booked idolsin advance expressed

anger and disappointment, while Ganesh Mandals were

left in shock to find large idols unfinished, with coloring
and detailing work still pending.As the news spread,
anxious buyers rushed to the workshop, scrambling to
collect whatever idolswereavailable.

The situation turned tense as frustrated devotees
raised complaints, prompting policeinterventionto control the

crowd. Authorities, alongwithloca GaneshMandd volunteers,
have launched efforts to trace the missing sculptor.

One labourer dies, six
others injured after
compound wall collapses

Sangli,Aug 26 (UNI) :
Seven labourerswere
buried under the rubble of
afive-foot-tall compound
wall that collapsed on
themin'Killa areaof Mirgj
town of this district today.

According to police,
while construction was
on the compound wall
of an apartment in 'Killa
area, the five-feet wall
suddenly collapsed on
the construction
labourers and seven
labourers were buried in
the rubble.

The seven labourers
were taken out and
admitted to the Civil
hospital where one

labourer died during the
medical treatment while
another onewasin
serious condition.

After theincident,
apartment owner Kasim
Maner fled from the spot.

Police have launched a
search operation for
Maner.

Police areyet to
identify the deceased
labourer, whiletheinjured
has been identified as
BimmappaMeklagi.All
|abourerswerefromthe
border between
Maharashtra-K arnataka
areas.

Policeare
investigating further.

Distribute ﬂ-fl(:l(SlIaWS Iﬂ needy Wﬂlllﬂll

(ByRajesh undi)

Thane, Aug 26 : Thane
Municipal Corporationand
Rotary Club of ThaneLake
City distribute e-rickshaws
to needy women and third
caste people* In order to
provide employment
opportunities to needy
women and third caste
people, two e-rickshaws
were distributed in a
representative manner by
Thane Municipal
Corporation and Rotary
Club of ThaneLakeCity in
the premises of the
Municipal Headquarters.
Municipal Commissioner
Saurabh Rao, Additional
Commissioner Prashant
Rode, Deputy
Commissioner Anagha
Kadam, former Governor of
Rotary Disgtrict 3142 Dinesh

Mehta, President of Rotary
Lake City Deepali
Mahindra, Rotarian

Aniruddha etc. were
present at this program.
This initiative is being
implemented under the
guidance of Thane
Municipal Commissioner
Saurabh Rao in
collaboration with Thane
Municipal Corporation,
Rotary Club of ThaneLake
City, Atos Company and
Samarth Bharat Vyaspeeth.

Under the same, the Rotary
Club of Thane Lake City
distributed e-rickshaws
(electric rickshaws) to
provide employment

opportunities to needy and
self-employed women and
transgenders. Sofar, atotal
of 15 e-rickshawshave been
distributed. Out of which,

four e-rickshawshave been
given to transgenders.
Municipal Commissioner
Saurabh Rao congratul ated
these rickshaw drivers.

Union Minister, Nitin Gadkari assured to resolve
the business problems of the"Qureshi commumty

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Bidar,Aug 26 : Mr. Nabi
Qureshi President Qureshi
Conference Karnataka
According to“the
information A delegation of
the Maharashtra Quresh
Samg] Sangharsh Samiti,
led by“Advocate Sanobar
Ali Qureshi, National
President of the Quresh
“Conference and Supreme
Court lawyer, met Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari“in
Delhi and submitted a
memorandum calling for
reformsin laws*governing
the meat trade. The
delegationincluded Dr Asif
Qureshi“Mohammad Salim
Qureshi (Nagpur),
Mohammad Tarique
Qureshi, Ashfaque” Patel,
and Mujahid Qureshi.
Among their key demands,
the" representatives sought
amendments to several
provisions  of the
Animal“ Transport Rules,
1978, including Rules 47,
56(C), 96, 98, and 650" 75.
A maj or concern
highlighted was Rule 125(E)
of the Central
Motor“ Vehicle Rules 2015,
which mandates permanent
partition in vehicles‘ used
for animal transport. The
delegation argued that this

rule not“only causes
distressto animals but also
reduces carrying
capacity,”increases costs
for vehicle owners, and
violates the natural
behavior”of animals. They
claimed that the rule had
become a tool
for“harassment by police
and cow vigilante groups,
oftenleading toloss* of life
and property for cattle
traders Advocate Qureshi
pointed out“before
Additional Secretary inthe
Ministry of Transport,
Mahmood" Ahmed, that
Rule 125(E) was framed
under Section 110 of the
MotorVehicle Act, 1988,
whereas Section 38(h) of

the

Prevention  of
Cruelty“to Animals Act,
1960, empowersthe Central
Government to frame
rules‘for animal transport.
However, under rule 3 of the
Government of
India“ (Transaction of
Business) Rules 1961) this
authority lies with
the*Ministry of Animal
Husbandry and Dairy
Development.

Hence, the"delegation
asserted that Rule 125(E)
was legally invalid and
should be“repealed
immediately. National Vice
President of the
Quresh“Conference, Dr.
Asif Qureshi, along with
Mohammad Salim Qureshi,

also“ demanded that the
permissible number of

animals per vehicle
be"increased as per weight
not to confine to only 6
animals and that
Rule“125(E) be scrapped
without delay.

The delegation further
objected to"the Prevention
of Cruelty toAnimals(Care
and Maintenance of
Case" Property Animals)
Rules2017, which cameinto
effect on May 23,
2017.“They argued that
theserules contradicted the
Constitution,
overlooked" provisions of
the 1960 Act, and inflicted
severe damage on the
meat” industry.
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Khattar reviews Maharahstra,
other states’ cleanliness efforts

Mumbai, Aug 26 (UNI):
Union Minister for Housing
and Urban Development
Manohar Lal Khattar today
reviewed urban cleanliness
programmes in various
states through video
conferencing.

Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, additional
chief secretary of the Urban
Development Department
Asimkumar Gupta,
principal secretary to the
Deputy CM Nawin Sona,
and senior officials of the
department attended the
meeting.Through video
conferencing, union
Minister of State Tokhan
Sahu, project director Rupa
Mishra, and urban
development ministersand
principal secretaries of
various states also
interacted with the union
minister.

Speaking on the
occasion, Deputy CM
Shinde said: “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
launched the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan in October
2014, and because of the
overwhelming public

response, the campaign
has now turned into amass
movement.” This
cleanliness movement is
ongoing in Maharashtra,
andthe‘Deep Clean Drive
campaign in Mumbai city
and suburbs has given
momentum to cleanliness.
The state government is
implementing several
initiatives, such as Zero
Waste Cities and
beautification of public
toilet premises.

On the lines of the
Centre, the state is
implementing Swachh
Maharashtra Abhiyan
(Urban) 2.0, under which
the construction of
individual and community
toilets is progressing.

For 358 towns with
populationsunder onelakh,
sewage treatment projects
with a capacity of 1,656
million liters per day have
been proposed, Shinde
said, adding that 200 Sludge
suction vehicles will be
procured soon. He also
stated that 10 projects for
construction and
demolition waste

management are being
planned.Approval has
been granted to 186
projects by urban local
bodies for processing
legacy waste, of which 108
have completed the work,
and the remaining are
ongoing, Shinde said.

At the Deonar dumping
ground of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation, bio-mining of
18.5 million metric tons of
waste is expected to be
completed by December
2028.Hefurther added that
detailed project reports of
337 urban local bodies for
solid waste management
and 8 local bodies for
wastewater management
have been approved.

Maharashtra secured
thefirst rank inthe country
in the Centre’s Swachh
Survekshan 2023, and in
2024, 10citiesfromthestate
received awards. Out of
these, seven cities were
included in the Super
Swachh League, for which
union Minister Khattar
congratulated
Maharashtra, said Shinde.

52,000 teachers to benefit from
State Salary Grant Scheme

Ch. Sambhajinagar, Aug
26 (UNI) : TheMaharashtra
government has sanctioned
an additional 20 percent
grant enhancement for
private unaided and
partially aided schools
across the state.

Thedecisionwill benefit
over 52,000 teaching and
non-teaching staff
members.The move was
approved during the state
cabinet meeting held on
July 17, 2025. It supersedes
the earlier government
resolution dated October
14, 2024.Therevised grant
scheme will cover 6,075
schools and their sections.
The estimated annual
expenditure is Rs 970.42
crore, effective from
August 1, 2025.

This is in accordance
with the government
resolution issued by the

School Education and
Sports Department.
Under the new

structure, schools currently
receiving 20 percent grants
will be upgraded to 40
percent. Those at 40
percent will receive 60
percent, and institutions
getting 60 percent grants
will be enhanced to 80
percent.Additionally, 231
previously unannounced
eligibleschoolswill receive
20 percent grants for the
first time.The largest

beneficiary  category
comprises 2,079 schools
with 4,183 classes and
sections covering 15,859
staff members. They will
receive enhanced grants
from 20 to 40 percent,
requiring Rs 304 crore
annually.Another 1,871
schools with 13,959 staff
will benefit from the 40 to
60 percent enhancement
costing Rs 276.52 crore
yearly.Schools currently at
60 percent grants will see
increases to 80 percent.
This covers 1,894
ingtitutionswith 19,744 staff
at an annual cost of Rs
341.58crore.

The newly eligible 231
schools will receive Rs
48.32 croreannually for their
2,714 teaching and non-
teaching positions.

The government has
established strict eligibility
criteriarequiring schoolsto

maintain biometric
attendance systems or
facial recognition

technology for al students
and staff.All teaching staff
must possess individual
recognition orders with
Aadhaar cards entered in
the SARAL system. They
must also comply with
reservation policies in
teacher recruitment and
minimum student strength
requirements.Schools in
hilly and difficult terrain

Govt contractors profest over
Rs 89,000 cr pending dues

Nagpur, Aug 26 (UNI) Government contractors from
across Maharashtra today staged a massive protest in
Nagpur against the state government over non-payment
of duesamounting to nearly Rs 89,000 crore.

The dues, pending for over a year, are linked to
completed works under key departments such as Public
Works, Rural Development and Jal Jeevan Mission.

Addressing the protest, Nagpur Contractors’
Association president Subodh Sarode said that despite
repeated appeals and several delegations meeting Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief Ministers, the
government has only given empty assurances without
releasing payments.The agitation comes in the backdrop

of distressing incidents, including the suicide of a

contractor in Sangli and multiple cases of threats of self-
harm by others struggling under financial burden.
Warning of severe consequences, the contractors
declared that if payments were not cleared immediately,
both ongoing and upcoming development projects across
Maharashtrawould come to agrinding halt.
They held the state government squarely responsible

for thecrisis.

areasmust maintain at least
20 students in the highest
class. Other areas require
minimum 30 students, with
all eligible students
needing verified Aadhaar
numbers for the 2024-25
academic year recognition.
Institutions failing to
meet specified criteriawill
be recognised as self-
financed establishments
under the Maharashtra
Self-Financed SchoolsAct
2012 without government
grant  eligibility.The
government mandated that
only original teaching and
non-teaching staff proposed
for grants will qudify. There
are no provisions for vacant
positions arising from
resignations, transfers,
adjustments, or retirements.
The Education
Commissioner will monitor
compliance whilst District
Education Officers and
Deputy Directors must
verify al eligibility criteria
before grant distribution
and submit compliance
certificates.The
government clarified that
grant approval remains
discretionary subject to
fund availability and
budgetary considerations.
Enhanced grants will be
funded through existing
budget provisions under
various Education
department schemes.

Youth in Ratnagiri
kills mother,
attempts

suicide amid

financial woes

Kolhapur/Ratnagiri,
Aug 26 (UNI) : In a
shocking incident at
Shantinagar in Ratnagiri
today, a youth allegedly
murdered hismother before
attempting to take his own
life due to mounting
financial stress, policesaid.

Police identified the
accused asAniket Teli, who
was reportedly under
severe pressure after failing
to pay loaninstallments. In
despair, he attacked his
mother, Puja Shahikant Teli,
with a sharp weapon,
inflicting multiple blows
that killed her on the spot.

Following the incident,
Aniket attempted suicide
by slashing his wrists.
Neighbours, aerted by the
commotion, rushed him to
the hospital in a critical
condition.

Police have registered
the case and further
investigation is underway.

Successful
ascent of Mount
Yunam by
Giripremi
Adventure

Foundation.

Pune, Aug 26 (UNI) :
Five mountaineers from
Pune-based Giripremi
Adventure Foundation
successfully summited
Mount Yunam (6,111
meters) located in the
Lahaul region of Himachal
Pradesh.The expedition,
organized by the Giripremi
Adventure Foundation,
included a total of eight
members.Theteam wasled
by Giripremi mountaineer
Mihir Jadhav. Along with

Mihir, Shrikant Nistane,
Rahul Satav, Dhanraj
Mozhe, and Dr. Avnish
Anshul hoisted the Indian
national flag on the summit
on 15th August,
commemorating India’'s
79th Independence Day.
Among the  other
expedition members,
Subodh Somani climbed up
to an altitude of 4,800
meters, while Milind
M ahajan,Satish Aware, and
Igbal Singh reached up to
4,200 meters, said the
release.To climb this peak
above 6,000 meters in the
Lahaul region, all members
underwent  extensive
physicai and mental
preparation for several
months. Training in the
rugged terrain of the
Sahyadri Mountains
proved to be extremely
beneficial during theclimb.
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A man carries an idol of Lord Ganesh on the eve of the ‘ Ganesh Chaturthi’ festival, in
Bengaluru on Tuesday.

Election Gommissionissues
Show-Gause Notice to
Panthers Republican Party

Ch. Sambhgjinagar, Aug
26 (UNI) :The Election
Commission of India has
issued ashow-cause notice
to the Panthers Republican
Party, seeking an
explanation for its
proposed removal fromthe
list of registered political
parties due to prolonged
inactivity.

Thenoticecites Section
29A of the Representation
of the People Act, 1951,
under which the party was
originally registered.

According to a press
release issued by the DIO,
official recordsindicatethe
party has failed to contest
any elections - including

Lok Sabha polls, state
legislative  assembly
elections, or by-elections -
over the past six years,
constituting a failure to
function as per registration
reguirements.The Election
Commission, exercising
powersunder Article 324 of
the Constitution alongside
Section 29A of theAct, has
consequently proposed
deregistration proceedings
unless satisfactory
justification is provided.
The party has been
directed to submit awritten
explanation accompanied
by an affidavit from its
president or general
secretary, along with all

Mumbai Aug 26 (UNI) :
A Maharashtra Congress
delegation will visit the
flood-hit areas of Nanded
district on August 28 to
assess the damage caused
by heavy rainfall.The
committee, formed on the
directive of state Congress
president Harshvardhan
Sapkal, will visit Mukhed
taluka.The 11-member
delegation is headed by
CongressWorking Committee
member and Goa in-charge
Manikrao Thekreltsmembers
are Nanded MP Ravindra
Chavan, former MP
Tukaram Renge Patil,
Nanded South Rural
District Congress president
Hanmantrao Betmogrekar,
Nanded North Rural
District Congress president
Rajesh Pawde, state vice-

RTMNU to build tribal history
museum with Rs 44.70 cr project

Nagpur, Aug 26 (UNI) :
Rashtrasant Tukadoji
Mahara] Nagpur University
(RTMNU) will soonbuilda
landmark Tribal History
Museum, showcasing the
rich culture and heritage of
Maharashtra’'s  tribal
communities.

The Public Works
Department (PWD) has
sanctioned the project at a
cost of Rs 44.70 crore, of
which Rs 37.57 crore is
earmarked for construction.
Themuseum isexpected to
be completed within nine
months, including the
monsoon period.

Spread across a three-
storey RCC building of
nearly 40,000 sg. ft., the

facility will feature
exhibition halls, digital
display galleries, seminar
and research rooms, an

auditorium,  archival
storage, landscaped
gardens, parking and

barrier-free access. The
structurewill also adhereto
earthquake-resistant
norms.

Artefacts, manuscripts,
dioramas, and digital
installations will present
these themes, with
interactive  elements
designed to engage
younger audiences.

The museum will also
document the histories of
tribes including Gond,
Madia, Kolam, Halba, and

Pardhi through objects,
paintings, tools and
folklore.

The auditorium is
planned as a cultural stage
for performances,
conferences and student
events, ensuring the
institution remains vibrant
and active.

Officials said the
project will not only
strengthen academic
research but also
promote cultural tourism,
create opportunities for
artisans and provide
overdue recognition to
tribal communities whose
contributions have often
remained outside
mainstream history.

president Yashpal Bhinge,
general secretary Dr Dinesh
Nakhate, Advocate
Surendra  Ghodajkar,
Shravan Rapanwad, Rekha
Chavan and secretary
Dhanrgj Rathod.Farmersin
the district have suffered
huge losses with standing
crops destroyed by the
recent downpour.

The delegation will
submit areport to the state
Congress, which will take
up the matter with the
government to ensure that
compensation is provided
to theflood victims.

supporting documents, to
the Joint Chief Electoral
Officer by September 4,
2025.A hearingisscheduled
for September 11, 2025, at
the Chief Electora Officer's
office, Mumbai, where
mandatory attendance of
the party president or
general secretary is
required. The commission
clarified that failure to
respond by the stipulated
date will be construed as
having no representationin
the matter, leading to
appropriate action without
further communication. The
noticewasformally commun-
icated throughthe Joint Chief
Electord Officer'soffice

Governor greets
people on
Ganesh
Chaturthi

Mumbai, Aug 26 (UNI) :
Governor C P
Radhakrishnan today
greeted the people on the

occasion of Ganesh
Chaturthi and
Ganeshotsav.

In his message, the
Governor said the festival
reminded people of
LokmanyaTilak'ssacrifices
and dedication to the
nation."l appeal to the
Mandals to strive to
promote social harmony
and unity while celebrating
Ganeshotsav. | extend my
heartiest greetingsto all on
the occasion of
Ganeshotsav,” he said.

Mumbai police

gives clean chit
to Nawab Malik

Mumbai, Aug 26 (UNI) :
Mumbai police have given
a clean chit to NCP leader
Nawab Malik in the
defamation and stalking
complaint filed by Yasmeen
Wankhede, sister of former
Narcotics Control Bureau
zonal director Sameer
Wankhede.Malik, however,
declined to comment today,
saying that the matter is
sub judice.In a report
recently submitted before
the Metropolitan
Magistrate Court in
Andheri, theAmboli police,
which were investigating
the case as per court
directions, found no
evidence against Malik.

The report was filed in
response to the complaint
by Yasmeen, a lawyer by
profession, after the court
issued a show-cause notice
over the delay in
submission. The court will
take the report on record
before passing an order.In
January this vyear, the
magistrate’s court had
ingtructed the police to probe
thedlegationsandfileareport.
In his statement, Malik
maintained that his posts and
pressconferenceswerepart of
his responsibility as a
spokesperson of apolitical
party. He further clarified
that he bore no personal
animosity towards
Yasmeen, adding that he
has great respect for
women and has never acted
in any manner that would
insult or disrespect them.

Rohini Khadse
to face probe
over evidence
tampering
allegations in

rave party case

Pune, Aug 26 (UNI) :
Rohini Khadse, wife of
accused Pranjal Khewalkar
and daughter-in-law of
former Maharashtra
minister Eknath Khadse, is
facing serious alegations
of tampering with crucia
evidence in the ongoing
rave party case.According
to reports, the charges
pertain to alleged
manipulation of key data
found on Khewalkar’s
mobile phone, which is a
significant part of the
investigation. "Authorities
are examining the claims,
and a formal police case
could also be registered

depending on the findings.”

Jarange-Patil declines Fadnavis' request
to postpone Maratha quota march

Mumbai, Aug 26 (UNI) :
Maratha reservation quota
activist Manoj Jarange-
Patil declined a request by
MaharashtraChief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis today
to postpone his move to
march into Mumbai with
Maratha supporters and sit
on an indefinite fast on
Friday, August 29, at Azad
Maidan, during Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrations.

Chief Minister's Officer
on Special Duty (OSD)
Rajendra Sable Patil met
Jarangeat Antarwali Sarathi
village in Jalna district on
Tuesday, requesting
Jarange-Patil to postpone
the Maratha march and
share the route which
protesters would take to
reach Mumbai, but Jarange-
Patil did not yield.

"Earlier |1 spoke to
Manoj Jarange over the
phone. | came to meet him

today (Tuesday) and asked
him about the route he is
taking to reach Mumbai. |
requested him to postpone
the agitation since there is
Ganeshotsav ~ (which
begins on Wednesday,
August 27)," Officer on
Special Duty (OSD)
Rajendra Sable Patil told
media persons.

However, Jarange-Petil,
who has been leading the
campaign demanding that
all Marathas be recognised
as Kunbis, which is an
agrarian caste included in
the OBC category said,
"We waited for two years.
BJPMLA Suresh Dhashad
visited me during my
previous hunger strike and
sought three months to
decide on the (reservation
quota) issue. If the
government grants (OBC)
reservation to Marathas, we
will become friends with

Devendra Fadnavis. We
won't travel to Mumbai if
we get the reservation, or
else we will go. We will
travel to Mumbai, and the
demonstration will be
peaceful".

Meanwhile, responding
to a PIL filed by the Amy
Foundation challenging the
Maratha agitation, the
Bombay High Court said on
Tuesday that Jarange-Patil
cannot hold a protest
without prior permission
from authorities, citing the
law and order situation in
Mumbai during the Ganesh
festival celebrations.

A Bombay High Court
bench comprising Chief
Justice Alok Aradhe and
Justice Sandeep Marne
said that while democracy
and dissent go hand in
hand, demonstrations
should be held only at
designated places.



STANDARD POST, SOLAPUR

Wednesday, August 27, 2025

STANDARD POST
India's wind
capacity likely
to double to 107
GW by 2030

India has emerged as the world's
third-largest wind equipment
manufacturing hub, positioning it to
meet 10 per cent of global demand,
according to a report released by the
Globa Wind Energy Council (GWEC).

The report details how India’'s
installed wind capacity can more than
double from 51 GW to 107 GW by
2030, inline with state-level Resource
Adequacy Plans(RAP). Thisispivotal
to help India achieve the least cost
pathway for a successful energy
transition.Indiaistargeting 100 GW of
wind capacity, which is expected to
contribute 20 per cent of therenewable
mix in the country.The country’s
manufacturing capacity hasgrown from
12 GW in 2022 to 20 GW in 2024.A
higher share of wind power provides
significant cost benefits, enhancesgrid
stability, and improves transmission
capacity utilisation, making it theleast-
cost pathway for meeting state-level
power adequacy needs.

Scaling wind installations to 8 GW
annually could create around 1,16,000
jobs, reduce costs by 10 per cent, and
raise domestic content to 80 per cent.
Scaling to 15 GW annually could
generate around 1,54,000 jobs, states
the GWEC report titled "Wind at the
Core: Driving India’'s Green Ambitions
and International Influence".
Addressing grid concerns,
strengthening RPO compliance, and
aligning bidding processes with state
offtake needs could push installations
toward the full potential, the report
states.Union Minister for New &amp;
Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi
emphadsed: "Indiaisexecuting oneof the
world'smost ambitious energy trangtions
— not judt to secure our own sugtainable
future but to shepetheglobd dean energy
narrative. Under thevisionary leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, we
are committed to installing 500 GW of
non-fossil capacity by 2030, including
100 GW from wind. With wind
expected to contribute nearly aquarter
of the renewable mix, Indiaisnot only
building clean energy infrastructure, but
weare aso building thefuture. Reports
such as this by GWEC play an
important role in guiding stakeholders
as we work together to position India
asaglobal clean energy leader."

Global Wind Energy Council India
&amp; Indian Wind Turbine
Manufacturers Association (IWTMA)
Chairman Girish Tanti said: "Theglobal
energy landscape is undergoing a
profound transformation, with wind
power proving instrumental in driving
least-cost energy transitions. By 2030,
renewables are expected to supply
nearly half of global electricity, with
wind contributing around 20-25 per
cent. India is poised to mirror this
tragjectory, doubling its wind capacity
to 100 GW and scaling up to 452 GW
by 2050.

Fever Season Has Arrived.. Stay Safe! Voter Rights Yatra a

In dengue, diarrhea appears first, followed by fever

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Even beforewinter sets
in, seasonal fevers are
increasing across
Hyderabad. After therains,
the subsequent dry
weather is giving rise to
various viruses, leading to
multiple fever outbreaks.
Dengue, influenza, and
chikungunya are currently
the most common. People
must protect themselves
and watch out for
symptoms, advised Dr. M.
Swami, Head of General
Medicine and Senior
Consultant Physician at
Kamineni Hospitals, one of
the city’sleading hospitals.
He, along with Senior
Consultant Physician Dr.
Harikishan, and Consultant
General Physicians Dr.
Srikrishna Raghavendra
Boddu and Dr. Pradeep
Kumar Patel, spoke at a
press conference on
Tuesday to aert the public
about the fever season.
Dr. M. Swami said“With
the changing weather,
many typesof feversareon
the rise — especially
influenza, dengue, and
chikungunya. This season,
the symptoms are
somewhat different
compared to earlier. In
dengue, instead of the
usual body pains and
platelet drop, patients are
first experiencing diarrhea,
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followed by fever after a
day or two, and then a
platelet drop. Influenza
casesarealsoincreasing—
at least five new cases per
week are being reported at
Kamineni Hospital alone.

Chikungunya too is
spreading rapidly.

Stagnant rainwater and
weather changes are the
main reasons behind the
spread of these fevers.
Additionally, thesharprise
inair pollutionisworsening
conditions for people with
allergies or chronic lung
diseaseslike COPD. Evena
short trip outdoors in city
trafficisleaving them with
severe cough,
breathl essness, and
worsening lung problems,
along with fever.”

Dr. Harikishan said
“Citizens must protect

themselves from these
illnesses. Getting
vaccinated with flu shotsor
quadrivalent vaccines
(which protect against four
strains) before falling sick
is strongly recommended.
Normally, their effect lasts
6—8 months, but with
proper precautions,
protection can extend up to
a year. Avoid crowded
placesas much aspossible.
Installing air filtersat homes
and offices is advisable.
Drink 6-8 glasses of boiled
and cooled water daily —
water must be boiled until
bubbles appear, cooled for
an hour, and stored only in
glassor steel bottles, never
plastic ones. Avoid eating
outside food. Always eat
freshly cooked, hot meals
at home to prevent
gastroenteritis. If stepping

outside, wearing amask is
a must. Wash hands
thoroughly before eating.”

Dr. Srikrishna
Raghavendra and Dr.
Pradeep Kumar Patel added
“Many people self-
medicate with tablets like
Dolo for the first 2-3 days
of fever and only vist the
hospita if symptoms don’t
subside. By then, vauabletime
for proper testsisaready los.
Thisseason, it isimportant to
consult adoctor immediately
if fever starts. Based on
symptoms, doctors can
conduct necessary blood tests
and prescribe the right
medicines. Since dengue,
chikungunya, and influenza
require different treatments,
timely medicd attention is
crucial. With these preca-
utions, the health of city
residants can be safeguarded.

Tata Motors Re-Enters South Africa
Market with Bold, Future-Ready
Range of Passenger Vehicles

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles (TMPV), a
subsidiary of Tata
Motors—one of India’s
largest automotive
manufacturer has re-
entered the South African
passenger vehicle market,
marking the beginning of a
new era for the company.
The launch event, held at
The Galleria in Sandton,
Johannesburg, included
the unveiling of four
dynamic models: the
Harrier, Curvv, Punch, and
Tiago—each engineered to
meet the diverse mobility
needs of South African
consumers.
Thisstrategicre-entry is
underpinned by a strong
alliance with Motus
Holdings, South Africa’'s
foremost  automotive
group. Thetiming couldn’t
be morefitting—TMPV has
recorded exceptional
growth, scaling from
170,000 unitsin2020to over
560,000 units in 2025 in
India, reflecting an
impressive 350% increase.
As the pioneer in

automotive safety in India,
TMPV takes pride in
offeringaportfoliowheredl
modelsarerated 4 or 5 stars
by the globally recognised
New Car Assessment
Programs, including Global
NCAP (GNCAP) and
Bharat NCAP (BNCAP)—
India sofficial safety rating
system.Speaking at the
launch, Mr. Shailesh
Chandra, Managing
Director, Tata Motors
Passenger VehicleLtd. and
Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Ltd., said, “Our
return to South Africa
marks a significant
milestone in Tata Motors
global journey. We are
excited to bring our new-
generation of vehicles—
designed with cutting-edge
technology,
uncompromising safety,
and modern design—to a
market that values safety,
quality and innovation.
With Motusasour preferred
partner, weare confidentin
delivering a superior
ownership experience that
resonates with South
African consumers and

contributesmeaningfully to
the local economy.”
Addressing the
gathering, Mr. Ockert Janse
Van Rensburg, Group CEO,
MotusHoldings, said, “We
are proud to partner with
Tata Motors in
reintroducing their
acclaimed passenger
vehicle range to South
Africa. With our deep-
rooted expertise in
distribution, retail, and
aftersales, and Tata's
proven track record in
engineering and innovation,
we are poised to offer
customers choice of new age
vehicles with a compelling
value proposition. This
collaboration isnot just about
vehides—it's about building
trust, delivering excellence,
and shaping the future of
mobility in  South
Africa."By combining
Motus Holdings' decades
of expertise in vehicle
importation, nationwide
distribution, and
comprehensive aftersales
support with TMPV's
cutting-edge innovation
and engineering excellence,

the partnership delivers a
compelling value
proposition for South
African consumers. This
collaboration ensures
access to a robust and
expanding dealer network,
reliable service
infrastructure, and a
customer-first approach
that prioritises seamless
ownership experiences.
Together, the two
companies are committed
to setting new benchmarks
inquality, convenience, and
customer satisfaction
across the South African
automotive landscape.

At launch, TMPV will
operate through a
nationwide network of 40
dealerships, with plan to
expand to 60 by 2026,
ensuring broad
accessibility and strong
customer support across
South Africa. The brand
entersthe market with bold
ambitions and a
commitment to establish a
meaningful presence and
become a leading name in
the South  African
passenger vehicle market.

Trump called Modi four times, but Modi refused
to take the calls: German newspaper

New Delhi, Aug 26 (UNI) : German newspaper
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung has reported that US
President Donald Trump tried four timesin recent weeks
toreach Prime Minister NarendraModi by phone, but PM
Modi refused to take the calls.According to the article,
titled "'Trump Calls, but Modi Doesn't Answer', PM Modi
is said to be "offended" after the US President termed
India's economy as "dead" and imposed an additional
25% tariff on Indian imports over New Delhi's purchases
of Russian oil.

"There are signs indicating that Modi felt insulted,”
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung writes, adding that PM
Modi’s unwillingness to hold a phone conversation with
Trump demonstratesthe extent to which the Indian premier
wasirritated by what the US President had done.

The newspaper also notes that the way Trump is
perceived in Indiahas considerably changed, particularly

due to his statements about plans to boost relations with
Pakistan.The new UStariff measures, which take effect on
August 27, bring the total UStariffs on Indian importsto
50%.New Delhi has termed Washington's actions "unfair
and unjustified".A US delegation was expected to travel
to Indiathisweek to negotiate atrade deal, but thevisitis
no longer planned, the paper writes. Indiaand the United
States launched talks on an ambitious trade agreement in
February, following PM Modi’svisit to Washington. The
two countries seek to increase annual tradeto $500 billion
by 2030. The trade deal was expected to be signed in the
fall.India's delegation made severa trips to Washington
to hold talks on the document; a US delegation’s visit to
Indiafor the sixth round of talks, set for August 25, was
canceled.On August 6, the US raised tariffs on Indian
goods by 25% to 50%, citing New Delhi’s purchases of
Russian oil and petroleum products.

struggle for justice, will
bring revolutionary
change: Surjewala

Madhubani, Aug 26 (UNI) Senior Congress|eader and
Rajya Sabha M P Randeep Singh Surjewalatoday said that
theVoter RightsYatrabeing carried out in Bihar isnot just
a campaign against “vote theft” but a larger battle to
safeguard democracy and peopl€'srights, which will have
“revolutionary consequences.”

While talking to the media persons hete , Surjewala
alleged massivevoter list irregularitiesin Bihar, accusing
the Election Commission of turning ablind eye.

Heclaimedthat injust threedistricts Patha, M adhubani
and East Champaran over 10.63 lakh voters' names have
been struck off.

“In Madhubani alone, voters names have been deleted
in eight constituencies, and in seven constituencies of
Patna. The number of deletions is far greater than the
winning margin of thelast elections,” Surjewalasaid.

He further alleged that thousands of fake voters had
also been added, citing the example of Valmiki Nagar in
West Champaran, where about 1,000 voters are enrolled
both in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.

Referring to Bihar’sdevel opment record, Surjewaasaid
the state has fallen behind on all fronts.

“Nearly ninecrore peopleliveonlessthan Rs67 aday.
Health servicesare collapsing, with around 72 per cent of
doctors’ posts lying vacant. In the education sector too,
59% of posts reserved for women and 66% of general
category posts are unfilled,” he added.

On being asked about his scheduled visit to the Maa
Janaki Templein Sitamarhi during theyatra, Surjewaasaid,
“Lord Ram wasthe epitome of truth and sacrifice. Henever
deprived the poor of their rights. The BJP's practices are
contrary to its preachings , he alleged saying that the
party is snatching away the rights of the poor.He said the
INDIA alianceison the streetsto protect peopl€e' srights,
and it will takethisfight toitslogical conclusion.

Commenting on the new amendment bill introduced in
Parliament, Surjewalaalleged that it was not meant to curb
criminal elements but was brought in asatool to “harass
the Opposition and topple elected state governments.”

On this occasion, RID MP Manoj Jha said the Voter
Rights Yatra has already sent astrong signal to Delhi.

“Thecrowdsrallying behind Rahul Gandhi and Tejaswi
Yadav are not hired crowds. People are coming out
voluntarily to safeguard their constitutional rights. A
peopl€e' scaravanisemerging,” he said.Jhaalleged that for
the first time in independent India, such deep doubts are
being raised onthe credibility of the Election Commission.
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Trump signs executive order
empowering national guard to

suppress riots : White House

Washington, Aug 26 (UNI) US President Donald
Trump hasinstructed Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
to ensure that the National Guard of each US stateis
ready to suppress civil unrest, urging him to create a
permanent rapid reaction force that can be sent
anywhere in the country upon request, the White
House said.

"The Order directs the Secretary of Defense to
createaspecialized D.C. National Guard unit trained to
ensure public safety and order in the Nation's capital,
when its activation becomes necessary, and ensure
state National Guards are similarly trained and ready
to assist in quelling civil disturbances nationwide,"
the statement, published by the White House on
Monday, read.On August 11, Trump ordered the
deployment of 800 National Guard troops to
Washington, DC amid a "public safety emergency”
and said that after the US capital, he would restore
order in other citieswith high crimerates, such asNew
York, Chicago, Baltimore, Oakland and LosAngeles.

‘Ukraine ready to hold talks with

Russia in any format, location *

Moscow, Aug 26 (UNI) : Kiev is ready for high-
level peace talks with Russia in any format and
geographical location, Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha said on Tuesday.

"We are ready for meetings at the level of leaders
in any formats and geographies," Sybiha said on X.

On Monday, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
held phone conversationswith European top diplomats
and Sybiha, during which they agreed to continue
efforts on ending the Ukrainian conflict with along-
standing negotiated settlement.

On Sunday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov told NBC Newsthat Russian President Vladimir
Putin was ready to meet with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy once the summit agenda was
ready, but stressed that it was "not ready at all."On
August 15, Putin and US President Donald Trump met
for talksin Anchorage, Alaska Onthefollowingday, Trump
hosted Zd enskyy and Europeanleedersfor talksat the\White
House Trumpthencdled Putintodiscussthepeace process
Putin and Trump agreed that direct negotiations between
Russian and Ukrainian delegations should continue
and discussed raising the level of representation,
Russian presidential aide Yuri Ushakov said.

Ranil Wickremesinghe’s trial

begins after denial of bail

Colombo, Aug 26 (UNI) : Sri Lanka's former
President Ranil Wickremesinghe has been denied bail
as court proceedings began today over allegations of
misusing state funds for a private trip to the United
Kingdomin 2023.

The 76-year-old, arrested on August 22, isthefirst
Sri Lankan head of state to be detained under anti-
corruption laws.Prosecutors say Wickremesinghe
diverted about SKR17 million ($55,000) whilereturning
from official visits to Cuba and the United States,
making an unsanctioned stop in Britain to attend a
ceremony honouring his wife, Professor Maithree
Wickremesinghe, at the University of Wolverhampton,
according to NewsWire.

At Colombo Fort Magistrate’s Court, the Attorney
General’s Department objected to bail, arguing the
invitation letter used to justify the UK visit had “no
legal validity.” Additional Solicitor General Dileepa
Peiristold the court Wickremesinghe should remainin
custody until the trial concludes.

Wickremesinghe, who served as president from
2022 to 2024, was not present due to ill health and
remainsinintensive care at Colombo National Hospital.
He was represented by a senior legal team including
President’s counsel Tilak Marapana.The case has
drawn intense political attention though, and isriddlied
with controversy, with opposition supporters staging
protests outside the court complex, demanding the
government step down.Opposition leader Sajith
Premadasa joined demonstrators, while police
deployed special security to prevent unrest.

China lodges representations
after Japan urges countries not
to attend V-Day parade

Beijing, Aug 26 (UNI) :China has lodged serious
representati ons with the Japanese side and demanded
clarification, Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson
Guo Jiakun said today.Guo madetheremarksat aregular
news briefing after Japan reportedly urged European
and Asian countries to refrain from attending the
military parade and other events on September 3 in
Beijing commemorating the 80th anniversary of the
victory in the Chinese People's War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti
Fascist War.The Chinese government will hold this
commemoration in its capital with the aims of
remembering history, honoring martyrs, cherishing
peace and creating thefuture, Guo said. "Any country,
as long as it faces history squarely, draws lessons
from history and iscommitted to peaceful devel opment,
will not have doubts or even raise objectionsto this,"
Guo said.Having a correct perception and attitude
regarding history was an important prerequisite for
Japan's return to the international community after
World War |1, the political foundation of Japan's
relations with neighboring countries, and a yardstick
measuring Japan's commitment to peaceful
development, Guo added.

South Korea, Britain
tiscuss defence, arms
Industry cooperation

Seoul, Aug 26 (IANS)
South Korea'sVice Defence
Minister Lee Doo-hee met
with Luke Pollard, Britain's
Armed Forces Minister, in
Seoul on Tuesday to
discuss ways to strengthen
security and defence
industry  cooperation
between the two countries,
the defence ministry said.

L ee expressed gratitude
for Britain'scontribution to
peace and stability on the
Korean Peninsulg, citing its
deployment of a large
contingent of troopsduring
the 1950-53 Korean War,
Yonhap News Agency
reported.

Pollard reaffirmed
Britain's support for South
Korea's policy toward
North Korea, including
effortsto achieve peace on
the peninsula and
denuclearisation.

He expressed hope to
further bolster bilateral ties
through high-level

consultations, expanding
joint training exercisesand

enhancing defence
exchanges.

The officials also
discussed pursuing
mutually beneficial

initiatives, including joint
defence exports, to further
advance bilateral
cooperation.The  two
countries are in talks to
sign a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) on
defence cooperation aimed
at establishing stronger
ingtitutional framework and
broadening areas of
collaboration.

On August 11, South
Korea's Foreign Minister
Cho Hyun spoke with his
British counterpart, David
Lammy, to discusswaysto
advance their strategic
partnership and other
security issues, his office
said.Cho noted that the two
countries have actively
engaged in high-level

exchanges sincethelaunch
of the Lee Jae Myung
government in June and
urged Britain's active
support for the new
administration's foreign
policy.Additionally, Cho
expressed hope for closer
cooperation in upgrading
their bilateral free trade
agreement aswell asinthe
economic and artificial
intelligence sectors.

In response, Lammy
voiced his expectation that
the two sides will closely
communicate for the
continued development of
the bilateral relationshipin
key areas, including trade,
defense and climate
change. The two ministers
also exchanged their views
on the security of the
Korean Peninsula and the
situation in Ukraine, and
agreed to meet at an early
date  for in-depth
discussions on further
strengthening bilateral ties.

Malaysia hosts seminar to

discuss opportunities
for China-ASEAN blue economy

KualaLumpur, Aug. 26
(UNI) : Building a China-
ASEAN blue economy big
common market holds vast
potential for China and the
Association of Southeast
AsianNations (ASEAN) to
create a "blue engine" to
expand economic growth
and to deepen regional
economic integration,
participantsat aforum here
heard on Monday.

The seminar on " Jointly
BuildingaNew Enginefor
China-ASEAN Blue
Economy" focused on
such topicsasthevalueand
the development of marine
resources, and cooperation
in the shipping industry
through smart ports and
environmentally
sustainable practices.

The seminar brought
together around 40
representatives  from
governmental  bodies,
industry and academiafrom

China, Malaysia, the
Philippines, and Thailand.
Maritime Institute of
Malaysia (MIMA)
Director-General Monaliza
Suhaimi saidin her remarks
that the China-ASEAN blue
economy partnership not
only alignswith deepening
cooperation between China
and ASEAN, but also
reflects their shared
priorities of economic
growth, security, and
sustainability.China
Institute for Reform and
Development (CIRD)
president Professor Chi
Fulin emphasized that the
blue economy represents a
common market for China
and ASEAN, serving as a
key driver for economic
growth, trade cooperation,
and industrial
transformation.He
underscored the need to
build acommon market led
by marine tourism,

encompassing common
marketsfor marinetourism,
marinefisheries, renewable
energy, and emerging fields
such as marine biological
resource development.To
achieve this, he called for
strengthening connectivity
of marine infrastructure
with portsasthefocal point,
extending RCEP trade and
economic rulesto cover the
maritime sector, and
establishing a cooperative
governance framework
guided by ecological and
resource conservation.The
seminar was co-hosted by
CIRD, Institute of Asian
Studies of China Foreign
AffairsUniversity (CFAU),
and MIMA, with the
Department of International
and Strategic Studies of
Universiti Malaya as co-
organizer, and Hainan
Institutefor Free Trade Port
Studies (HIFTPS) as
supporting organization.

Afghan interimgovtunveils
J-year development strategy

Kabul, Aug 26 (UNI)
:The Afghan interim
government has launched
a comprehensive five-year

development strategy
aimed at reinforcing
governance, driving

economic growth, and
enhancing public services
across the country, the
office of the acting deputy
primeminister for economic
affairs said in a statement
today.The strategy was

unveiled during aceremony
led by Deputy Prime
Minister for Economic
AffairsMullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar Akhund, with
participation from cabinet
membersin Kabul, said the
statement.Baradar
emphasized that the
strategy alignswith Ilamic
principles, scientific
standards, and
Afghanistan's current
needs. He urged ministries

to integrate their programs
and projects with the plan
to ensure effective
coordination and optimal
resource allocation, it
added.The development
strategy servesasaunified,
long-term roadmap to guide
Afghanistan towards its
core objectives over the
next five years. Key goals
include establishing robust
governance, ensuring
nationwide security.

China-Arab
expo to feature

inaugural Silk
Road E-

Commerce event

Yinchuan, Aug 26
(UNI) : The seventh China-
Arab States Expo will
feature its first-ever Silk
Road E-Commerce
innovation and
development conference
from Wednesday to Friday
in Yinchuan, capital of
northwest China's Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region,

according to the
organizers.

Aiming to deepen
digital economic

cooperation and foster a
mutually beneficial global
e-commerce market, the
event will include activities
such as live-streaming
sessions for "Silk Road
products” joined by 15
foreign hosts from nine
countries and over 50
Chinese hosts, industrial
matchmaking, and visitsto
local industries.

Organized by Ningxia's
department of commerce,
Yinchuan municipal
government, and China
International Electronic
Commerce Center, the
conference has attracted
over 50 foreign guestsfrom
14 countries, including
Egypt, the UAE and Saudi
Arabia. The broader expo
will runfromAug. 28to 31
inYinchuan.

Iranian,
European
diplomats to
resume nuclear

talks in Geneva

Tehran, Aug 26 (UNI) :
Senior diplomatsfrom
Iran, France, Britainand
Germany will meetin
Geneva today to discuss
Tehran's nuclear issue, the
semi official Farsnews
agency reported.

Thetakswill beheld
among deputy foreign
ministers, Fars quoted
Esmaeil Baghaei, a
spokesman for Iran's
foreign ministry, as saying
yesterday.Diplomatswill
also discuss Iran's
demand for theremoval of
sanctions and the UN
Security Council
Resolution 2231, which
endorsed a2015 nuclear
deal between Iran and
world powers, aswell as
the path ahead, according
to the report.

Thereport came after
Friday's phone call
between Iranian Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi and his
counterparts from the
three European countries
of France, Britainand
Germany, collectively
known asthe E3, aswell
as the European Union's
foreign policy chief, Kgja
Kallas.

Sincelast September,
Iran and the E3 have held
several rounds of talks on
arange of issues,
including Tehran's nuclear
program and the removal
of sanctions. The latest
round took placein
Istanbul, Tlrkiye, inlate
July.

Over the past months,
the Europeans have
threatened to reinstate
international sanctions on
Iran by triggering the
snapback mechanism, a
clauseinthe 2015 deal
that would allow the other
partiestoreimposeall
international sanctions
should Iran fail to comply
with the agreement.

Hungarian PM Viktor
Orban lashes out at
attack on Druzhba
pipeline, says
Ukraine can’t enter
EU by extortion

Budapest, Aug 26
(UNI) :After Ukraine's
attack on the Soviet era
Druzhba oil pipeline,
Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban once again
lashed out at Kyiv, saying
it cannot makeitsway into
the European union
through extortion, threats,
and by bombing energy
routes to coerce neutral
countries into supporting
it. Accusing the Ukrainian
forces of deliberately
targeting the pipeline,
Orbansaid it wasatargeted
attack on Budapest’'s
energy security “because
we don’t support their EU
membership,” reportsRT.

The bombing occurred
ontheeveof Ukraine' s34th
Independence Day, during
which President VVolodymyr
Zelensky said Kyiv would
liketomaintainfriendly ties
with Budapest, but the
‘friendship’ depends on
Hungary.

His remark - a play on
words (Druzhbain Russian
tranglates to friendship) —
suggested that the attack
was a deliberate means to
exert pressure on Orban to
withdraw hisveto stanceon
Ukraine’'sEU membership.

Hungary, one of thefew
EU nations to remain

neutral inthewar, albeit with
more friendly ties with
Russia, has repeatedly
rejected Ukraine's plea to
jointhe bloc, stating that it
won't let Kyiv drag
Budapest and the rest of
Europe into an all-out war
with Moscow.

“This shows that the
Hungarians made the right
choice,” Orban added.
Majority of the public
sentiment in the East
European nation about
Kyiv'smembership hasaso
largely been either opposed
or neutral.Orban’sremarks
were echoed by hischief of
staff, Gergely Gulyas, who
condemned Ukraine’s
actions as “unacceptable”
at agovernment briefing on
Monday.

“Even if Ukraine were
already an EU member, it
would still have no right to
dictate from whom we buy
our energy,” Gulyas
stressed.He further noted
that despite Brussel’s
attempts at phasing out
Russian energy and raw
materials, its energy
security and economy till
depended on imports from
Moscow, stating “we don’t
see today where Europe
will get price-competitive,
guaranteed alternatives.

Australian PM
blames Iran for
perpetrating
antisemitic attacks,
expels lranian
ambassador

Canberra, Aug 26 (UNI) : Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese accused Iran of orchestrating at least
two antisemitic attacks on the country and as a punitive
measurewill expel the Iranian ambassador to the country.

AccordingtoAxios, while addressing thelocal media,
Albanese that Canberra had obtained “credible
intelligence” from its national intelligence service — the
Australian Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO) —
of Tehran’sinvolvement in two antisemitic attacksin the
country, onein Melbourne and another in Sydney in 2024.

The Australian embassy in Tehran has suspended its
operations and Australian officials told Ahmad Sadeghi,
Iran'sambassador to Australia, that he would be expelled
— thefirst time such an expulsion has happened, noted
Foreign Minister Penny Wong at the briefing.

She further urged Australians to not go to Iran as the
government’sability to protect them would be“ extremely
limited.”" These were extraordinary and dangerous acts
of aggression orchestrated by a foreign nation on
Australian soil. They were attempts to undermine social
cohesion and sow discord in our community," Albanese
said."It is totally unacceptable, and the Australian
government is taking strong and decisive action in

response,” he concluded.

According to Mike Burgess, director-general of the
ASIO, saidthat Iran was behind thearson attacksat Lewis
Continental Kitchen in Sydney and the Adass Israel
Synagogue of Melbourne, specifically naming the
country’s paramilitary unit- the Islamic Revolutionary

Guard Corps(IRGC).

He further said that it was increasingly likely that
additional such targeted attacks on the Jewish community
have taken placein several other placesin the country.

"Our painstaking investigation uncovered and
unpicked the links between the alleged crimes and the
commanders in Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps, the

IRGC," Burgesssaid.

"The IRGC used acomplex web of proxiesto hideits

involvement."

Albanese said that Canberrawould now officially be
labelling the IRGC asaterrorist organisation.
Iran has not issued a comment on this matter.
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Birya

etique

Of the more than 10 varieties of biriyani (slow-cooked
rice and meat in spices) available in India, Kolkata
favours and has widely adopted the cousin from Awadh,
what is now central Uttar Pradesh. It is also referred to

as Lucknawi biriyani.

Deposed and exiled to the Metiabruz area of the city
(then a suburb) after the British annexed his kingdom in
1856, Shah continued to maintain his love and
patronage for the arts and cuisine, says Mirza, a great

grandson of the nawab.

"He ensured the royal chefs maintained the same

Food&Kids

Kolkata Literary Festival.

standards of cooking and followed the secret recipes to
the core. A lot of experimenting was done in the royal
kitchen. While dining, etiquette was kept in mind.
Khaane ki tehzeeb hoti hai (There is a proper method to
consuming food) and biriyani is a complete meal in
itself," Mirza told IANS during the recent Apeejay

One such golden rule was that nothing should be tasted
before or after biriyani, to get the maximum hit of
flavours, courtesy a combination of spices, saffron and

The next time you go for the Indian spread at a

wedding, stick to the Awadhi food etiquette -

nothing before and nothing after birivani - says

Sahebzada Wasif Mirza, a direct descendant of

bir
evolved

century differs from others because it contains boiled
potatoes (aloo) along with the rice and gosht (mutton).
Zaffraan (saffron) hona zaroori hai (It is necessary to
add saffron)," stressed Mirza, president of Kolkata's
Oudh Royal Family Association.

Biriyani is believed to have entered India from Persia
(Iran) via Afghanistan. The earliest evidence of the dish

Waijid Ali Shah, the last nawab of

Awadh, credited for

introducing the cuisine to

pota
toes.
"Awadhi
iyani that
in Kolkata in the 19th

pride.

what is now West
Bengal.

hark back to the Mughal era.

The Awadhi counterpart is known to be one
of' the oldest forms of biriyani and is made
in the Dum Pukht style - cooking over

slow fire in sealed containers.

Mirza said usually the potatoes and meat are
partially cooked, layered and then left to sit
in with rice. The spice mix for the meat
marinade is not revealed to outsiders.

Then, there is a long-drawn heated debate on
the potato conundrum - to add it or to exclude
it.
Scores of restaurants and 'biriyani-houses' in
the city offer their own versions. Some serve
scented rice generously laden with browned
potatoes while others exclude the tuber and
replace it with paltry chunks of chicken. Some

do it the vegetarian way.
In addition, at weddings, pots of biriyanis are

queued up with other Indian food items.
"We (the descendants of Shah) can't imagine Awadhi
biriyani without aloo. At our house, it is still cooked in
the same way with a good amount of potatoes and meat.
Atweddings, they serve biriyani but they don't maintain the
order. This kills the taste (mazza nahi aata) when you have
other dishes before it," Mirza rued.
Though the amount of ghee (clarified butter) used in the
cooking process should be "ample" to properly cook it
through, modern day versions do cut down on the fat, a fact
that the septuagenarian Mirza accepted.
"What many people don't know is after biriyani, the only
thing allowed is burhaani, a curd-based gravy sans spices,
to ease digestion. Have biriyani and go for some burhaani,
you will be fine. Our forefathers had reasoned and
established etiquette for good health," Mirza said with

The art of cooking with tea Restaurant review

Tea isWa
extensively
being used as
an ingredient in
cooking and fast
becoming the chosen
marinade for meats.

Tea is extensively being used as an
ingredient in cooking and fast becoming the
chosen marinade for meats. From green tea
for chicken or turkey to Chinese tea variants
for marinating fish to soaking lamb or pork in
regular Assam tea, chefs are looking at
humble chai as more than a mere cuppa. Not
only do the leaves impart a distinct flavour
but tea works as a great meat tenderizer due
to its tannins.

Elaborating on the growing preference of tea
in cooking, chef Nishant Choubey of Dusit
Devarana reveals tea works very well as an
infusion and is easy to be used for various

How to make a healthy pasta dinner

Pasta has increased our eating choice whether
at home or at the restaurant. Everyone wants
to eat Indianised pasta and want to know how
to prepare it at home. But what happens when
you are on a weight loss diet?

Should you still eat pasta especially since

dishes. He too uses tea
actively in various
preparations. "Organic tea
crusted chicken with liquor jus, golgappas
with tea shots or a masala chai mishti doi and
sencha (Japanese green tea) jalebis, the
possibilities are endless," he says. Nishant
also clears the air for those who would avoid
using tea for its overpowering taste. Some of
his palate cleansers are tea based sorbets
with most popular being lavender flowers
and lemongrass tea sorbet and Oolong tea
and lemongrass sorbet.
Chef Vikram Khatri of Guppy by Ai says tea
smoked chicken or duck breast is among the
most common dishes on menus today. He
says tea is extensively being used in Asian

preparing a pasta dish involves a generous
use of cheese, oil, meat and not to forget,
pasta is made from refined flour? This
definitely throws your weight loss diet plan
out the window. But you
can indulge your taste buds
by eating if you incorporate
certain healthy ingredients.
How to make your pasta
healthy:

- Firstly opt for wholc
whcat pasta.

- The biggest devil in your
pasta is the cheese. While
preparing do not add cheese
to the pasta since you are
going to add cheese even
before serving. But do not
exclude cheese completely
from pasta. Simply add cheese on top and
before serving.

- Non vegetarian pasta is loaded with meat,
but it is less sinful if it is lean meat. Make

cuis
ine
preparati
ons. "From
being used in
smoking the
f meats, dressing
the salads with a
w z tea and ginger
‘ vinaigrette to
imparting colour to
gravies with tea leaves,
it is being actively looked at as an
ingredient," says Vikram. Usage of tea isn't
foreign to our cooking either. Chef Manish
Mehrotra of Indian Accent says pindi chhole
sold at every dhaba are the best example of
extensive use of tea in cooking. He reveals
every cook uses tea bags during preparation
to give a distinct colour and taste to chhole.
The quirky usages of tea that Manish has
noticed are desserts masala chai brulee,
fondue and tea macaroons.

sure to use lean meat rich is protein to cut
down your cholesterol levels.

- Balance non vegetarian ingredients with
veggies in the pasta or as a side dish. Deep
frying the vegetables does
notcount as healthy.

- Sauce: No pasta is
complete without sauce.
Most of prefer the creamy
buttery white sauce, but
- that will just add kilos to
your existing weight.
What you need is a good
and homemade tomato
sauce or marinara/Napoli
sauce that is made of
tomato, garlic, herbs,
onions and seafood.

- Add fresh ingredients
than processed and canned food.

These tips are guaranteed to make your pasta
hecalthy. After all, healthy mcal cquals to
healthy body, bon appetitc.

That

Place

That Place, started in Vadodara, has opened
its branch in Ahmedabad. The menu covers
cuisine from Europe, the Americas and
European colonies, besides a few Asian dishes.

Decor

That Place has been judiciously designed to use
relatively limited space to seat about 65 patrons
though seating at some side tables are a bit cramped.
With maroon and cream tapestries, and black lamps,
complimented by colourful pictures, the general
look and feel of the restaurant is suitable for both
casual and formal dining.

Food

That Place has an interesting menu of signature
dishes that are mostly variations of popular food
items. The nachos for example come with
mozzerala cheese instead of melted cheddar, and
with options for layers like spicy salsa, beans,
jalapenos and sour cream or cheese sauce, salsa,
jalapenos, olives and sundried tomato, while non-
vegetarians can ask for layers of
their excellent roast chicken or
minced lamb/mutton, though
the freshness of house-made
tortilla chips is lacking in this
restaurant that mostly uses
readymade packaged -chips.
Similarly, the cheese fondue
variations include spicy
paprika, jalepeno or oregano-
and-cracked pepper, with
assorted veggies, bread and
fried potatoes for dipping into
the melted three cheese in the
pot. Non-vegetarians can order
a sidc dish of chicken, ham and
chicken sausage for dipping. If
you are not looking at sharing plates, other house
special appetizers include African style pussion
potatoes, baked mushrooms with goat cheese, pesto
and onions, jacket baby potato and mini Turkish
pide. They also offer caesar salad and BBQ chicken
salad, which are quite good.

For those who like chicken, the spicy Portuguese
chicken (with peri peri chilly sauce), Jamaican jerk
chicken and the African chicken (a youngish
chicken which comes with an excellent tamarind

sauce and yogurt dip) are must haves, as also the
traditional roast or barbecue chicken. The lamb
steak, however, is a bit chewy, though the rosemary
flavoured gravy and mash potatoes are quite nice.
The very British bangers and mash here are made
with chicken sausages. For vegetarians, they also
have a cottage cheese steak which is garlic butter
glazed paneer. If you like Italian food, the pizzas,
pasta platters and risottos are fairly good.The
mushroom and spinach risotto is one of their best
vegetarian dishes while cheese lovers may like the
baked risotto. The desserts like mango mousse and
blueberry cheese cakes are pretty nice, and the
apple-and-cinnamon pie is well-made but can be
messy to eatif you plan to share dessert.

Plus and minus

Since That Place has fairly long opening hours, it is
good place to drop in for good burgers with tea,
coffee or even a substantial late-afternoon meal if
you have missed lunch. For a robust one dish meal,
their roast, grill and barbecue dishes are good
specially as they offer African or Caribbean items
that are not available elsewhere in the city.
However, the popular Mexican, Italian and
Mediterranean food does not rise above the
average that you get in most other restaurants.
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MCA names
25-member
shortlist for
BCCl U-19
women's

cricket season

Shillong, Aug 26 (UNI)
The Meghalaya Cricket
Association has
shortlisted, as per the
recommendation of the
Junior Women's Selection
Committee, 25 playersforits
U-19 women'scricket team
that will represent the state
in BCCI domestic
tournamentsin the 2025-26
season.|n apress statement
issued heretoday, theMCA
selectorsbased thelist after
considering the players'
performances at selection
trial matches held recently
as well as their
achievements during the
BCCl's2024-25and 2023-24
seasons.

A second phase of
selection matcheswill take
placeon September 15-19 at
Nongkhrahin Meghalaya's
Ri-Bhoi district, which will
be followed by a
preparatory camp.

TheU-19women'steam
will play inthe BCCl'sU-19
Women's T20 Trophy from
October 26 and U-19
Women's One Day Trophy
from December 13.

Shortlisted players are
Monica Singh, Cheanchi
Kambesa Sangma,
Chigesanora  Marak,
Jayshree Singh, Marme M
Sangma, Adalyne F
Lyngkhoi, Namesha A
Marak, Beneros D Shira,
Adelakmen Lawai, Joanna
Pyngrope, BanchilaMarak,
Yoolang Suting, Eliza
Lyngdoh, Dawanshisha
Warlarpih, Rosabd Lyngkhoi,
Isha Ray, Jennifer Fancon,
Ronjoli Basumatary, Rafinia
Ryntathiang, Steffinie Soh-
shang, Fennysha Nongr-
um, Shreya Marak, Julitha
Marak, DgiannaM Sangma,
Mendy Adrena Mawlong.

Flamengo
equals club's
biggest win
with 8-0 rout

Rio DeJaneiro, Aug 26
(UNI) : Striker Pedro
netted a hat-trick as
Flamengo romped to an 8-
0 homerout of Vitoriain
Brazil's SerieA. Samuel
Lino scored twicewhile
Giorgian deArrascaeta,
LuisAraujo and Bruno
Henrique were also on
target at the Maracana
stadium.

Vitoriacontrolled just
27 percent of possession
and had only one shot on
goal for the night on
Monday.It was the widest
victory margininBrazil's
top flight since 1984,
when Vasco daGama
crushed TunaLuso 9-0.

The result also
equaled Flamengo's8-0
defeat of Fortalezain 1981,
the club's biggest winin
the national |eague.

"Itreally wasa
fantastic game, complete
in every sense," Flamengo
manager FilipeLuistolda
post-match news
conference." The players
were enjoying themselves
on the pitch. What | liked
most was that they never
stopped trying to control
the ball and to fight to get
it back when they lost it."

Flamengo leadsBrazil's
20-team SerieA with 46
points, four clear of
second-placed Palmeiras.
Vitoriais17thwith 19
points.

BWF World Championship: Sindhu, Prannoy
start with wins; Rohan-Ruthvika advance

Paris, Aug 26 (IANS) :
PV Sindhu began her
campaign with a confident
Round-of-64 victory in
women's singles, while in
the men's singles, H.S.
Prannoy progressed to the
second round to assuage
the disappointment of
Lakshya Sen's early exit at
the BWF World
Championship 2025 hereon
Tuesday.

In the afternoon, the
mixed doubles pair of
Rohan Kapoor and
Ruthvika Shivani Gadde
overcame an early setback
to outlast a pair from
Macau-Chinato advanceto

campaign a good start on
the second day as she
overcame the challenge of
Bulgaria's Kaloyana
Nalbantova, winning 23-21,
21-6injust 39 minutes.
The opening game was
a tight battle, with scores
tied at 21-all before Sindhu
closed it out with a two-
point edge. The 2019
Women’s Singleschampion
dominated the second with
a commanding 15-point
margin. She will next face
Malaysia's Karupathevan
L etshanaa in the Round of
32.Sindhu, whoisoneof the
few players in the history
of the sport to have won a

two bronze medals, is
India's biggest hope for a
titlein Paris The 30-year-old
from Hyderabad, who won
the silver medal in the Rio
Olympics in 2016 and
followed that up with a
bronzein Tokyo 2020, will
next face Malaysia's
Karupathevan Letshanaain
the Round of 32.

Prannoy, the 2023
bronzemedallist, also made
a strong start in men’s
singles, defeating Finland’s
Joakim Oldorff 21-18, 21-15
in a 47-minute battle. The
experienced Indianwill next
face Denmark's Anders
Antonsen in the Round of

Oldorff, whoisranked 47th.
TheFinnracedtoa7-5lead
in the opening game with
sharp movement and
precise  shot-making.
However, Prannoy
remained unflustered,
levelling the score at 8-8
and gradually asserting
control. By the midpoint of
the game, he led 14-11,
though Oldorff fought back
to make it 17-al. Prannoy
then struck  three
consecutive points to seal
thefirst game 21-18 after 24
minutes of high-intensity
ralies.

The second game saw
Oldorff briefly regain
momentum, levelling the
score at 8-8 after trailing 4-
7. Prannoy regained
composure, moved ahead
11-8, and extended hislead
to four points, eventually
closing out the match 21-
15.In the mixed doubles,
Rohan Kapoor and
Ruthvika Shivani Gadde
cruised through their
opening Round of 64 match
at the BWF World
Championships 2025. The
duo fought back after
dropping the first game to
defeat Macau China's
Leong lok Chong and
Weng ChiNg18-21,21-16,21-
18ina47-minutebatle, dosing
Day 2 on a postive note for
India. They will next face

full set of medals in the
World Championshipswith
one gold, two silver, and

the second round.
Sindhu, the two-time
Olympic medallist, gavethe

32.Ranked 34th in the
world, Prannoy faced a
stern test from 22-year-old

MaaysasChenTang Jeand
Toh Ee Wei in their Round
of 32 clash on Wednesday.

FIDE World Cup 2025 in Goa from Oct 30-Nov 27

Chennai, Aug 26 (UNI) : The FIDE ChessWorld Cup
2025 iswill be held in Goafrom October 30 to November
27, 2025.World's top 206 players will gather on India's
west coast for one of the most exciting chess events.

This knockout spectacle brings together 206 players
fighting for a share of USD 2,000,000 and three coveted
placesin the 2026 Candidates Tournament.

Every round iswin-or-go-home, making the World Cup
one of the most dramatic tournaments on the calendar.

It would be an 8-round knockout format and Top 50
seeds enter from Round 2.

The matches consists of two Classical games, with
Rapid and Blitz playoffsif tied and top threefinisherswill
qualify for the 2026 Candidates Tournament.

Onthereason for choosing Goaasthevenue, FIDEin
a release today said Goa's stunning beaches, vibrant
cultureand warm hospitality makesit an exciting backdrop
for this global showdown.

Players and fans will experience world-class chess
alongside a destination famous for its energy and charm.

India's connection to chess runs deep, and in recent
years the country has become a global force, producing
top players and hosting a significant number of
tournaments.

Last year, D Gukesh became the World Champion,
whilst Indian teamswon the Chess Olympiad in both Open
and Women categories.The momentum continued this

July, when the Women’s World Cup saw a standout
performance by Divya Deshmukh, who lifted the trophy
and captured worldwide attention.

Staging the Open World Cup in Goa builds on these
successes and gives local fans an opportunity to watch
their stars compete against the very best on home soil.

FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich said “India has
become one of the strongest chess nations, with
outstanding players and passionate fans. After the
success of the FIDE Women’sWorld Cup held in Georgia
earlier this year, we are proud to bring the FIDE World
Cupto Goa."

"It will be a celebration of chess, and a unique
experience for players and spectators from around the
world", he said.Representatives of over 90 countries are
expected to take part, and it will be one of the most followed
events in chess history, he added.

All India Chess Federation (AICF) President Nitin
Narang said “This is a proud moment for Indian chess,
and we are committed to delivering an event that reflects
both the passion of our fans and the professionalism of
our federation."

"TheWorld Cup will not only inspire millions across
the country, but also showcase India’s growing stature as
aglobal hub for chess', Nitin said.

"We are deeply thankful to FIDE for granting Indiathe
honor of hosting the World Cup 2025 in Goa', he said.

Star players shine at the

Hyderabad Pickleball League
Auction, setting stage for Season 1

Hyderabad, Aug 26
(UNI) : Sameer Varma-
ranked 8th in Asia, tennis
ace Vishnu Vardhan and
Kidambi Nandagopal will
be seen in action at the
launch edition of
Hyderabad Pickleball
League (HPL), markinga
landmark moment for the
sport in India.The top
players’ presence and
participation underscored
the scale of thisfirst-of-
its-kind franchise
competition, which blends
regional participation with
| PL-style entertainment.
Conceptualised by Centre
Court Sports and
Entertainment, the league
isset to kick off on
October 10th, 2025.

Leading the charge at
the auction, star players
Sameer Varma(All Stars),
Sreekar Mothukuri
(Credicon Mavericks),

Vivek Reddy Priyadarshini
(Dasos Dynamos), Zena
Chatwal (Keerthi
Warriors), Sahithi Ponnala
(Nandi Chargers), Harsh
Ranasaria (Starry
Smashers), Nikhil
Thummalapalli (Teramor
Titans) and Rishabh Rama
(The Raptors) emerged as
the marquee signings.
Each wasdirectly drafted
by their respective
franchisesfor 72 lakhsin
Category A before the
official bidding began,
instantly setting the tone
for ahigh-stake
competitive evening.

The high-spirited
player auction at Zero40
Brewing in Hyderabad on
August 20th, saw atotal
of eight franchises: All
Stars, Credicon
Mavericks, Dasos
Dynamos, Keerthi
Warriors, Nandi Chargers,

Starry Smashers, Teramor
Titans and The Raptors,
vied for the finest players
across categoriesA, B, C,
and D. Inlinewith league
rules, all teamswere
reguired to select 10
players with at least one
player over 35 years of
age and aminimum of two
female players, ensuring a
mix of talent and
experience across squads.
Onanight of fierce
bidding, All Stars shone
bright by signing former
tennisplayer, VedaRaju
Prapurnafor 778K and
Akshathfor ?70K.
Credicon Mavericks
picked Sama Sathwikafor
285K and PunnaVishal for
270K while also snapping
up Indian Tennis player
Vishnu Vardhan and
Indian Badminton player
Shrikanth Kidambi’s
brother, Nandagopal .

Indian Bank,
KSEB enters
final of PSG All
India Baskethall

fourney

Coimbatore, Aug 26
(UNI) : Fancied Indian Bank
and Kerala State Electricity
Board (KSEB) will clashfor
the title in the final of the
59th PSG Trophy All India
Basketball tournament for
Men heretomorrow.

In the semifinas, held
this evening, Indian Bank
came up with a stellar
performance and stormed
into thefinals, while KSEB
fought hard before
prevailing over IAF in a
tense contest, inwhich lead
switched sides frequently.

In atense clash, which
later fizzled out into a one-
sided contest, Indian Bank
swamped its arch rival
Indian Overseas Bank--
both powerhouses in the
sport from Chennai--by a
handy margin of 30 points,
aproof of its dominaton.

Indian Bank won 88-58
inthefirst semifinas, while
KSEB edged past |AF 78-
7L

It was a game clearly
dominated by the Indian
Bank right fromtheword go
hitting the baskets at will,
though 10OB hoopsters
showed sings of fight back,
but ended up on the losing
side.Muin Bek top scored
for Indian Bank with 19
points, while Vijayakumar
starred for OB with 10 pts.

In the other semis,
Aaron Varghese Bleson
starred with 21 points,
while Joginder scord 20
pointsfor IAF.Thefina will
be held tomorrow evening
and the winners will be
awarded the PSG Trophy
along with a cash prize of
Rsonelakh, Therunner-up
will receiveRs 75,000.00 and
a Trophy, while the losing
semi-finalists will get Rs
50,000.00 (Third place) and
Rs25,000.00 (Fourth Place)
respectively.An award of
Rs 10,000.00 will aso be
presented to the best
player of the tournament.

Results:

Semifind :

Indian Bank 88 (Muin
Bek 19, Bala Dhaneshwar
17) bt Indian Overseas
Bank 58 ( Vijayakumar 10, S
Prasanna Venkatesh 9,
VaisakhK Mangj 9). KSEB
78 (Aaron Varghese Bleson
21, Sejin Mathew 13) bt
Indian Air Force 71 (
Joginder 20, Himanshu 16).

Swiatek sweeps Arango
in one-hour opener

New York, Aug 26 (UNI) : World No. 2 and second
seed |ga Swiatek of Poland cruised into the second round
of the US Open with acommanding 6-1, 6-2 victory over
Colombia's EmilianaArango today, needing just over an
hour in Arthur Ashe Stadium.

The 2022 champion wasted no time stamping her
authority, racing through the first set in under half an
hour with 10 winners, while Arango struggled to find her
rhythm and failed to record asingle winner.

Swiatek maintained relentless pressure in the second
set, breaking early when Arango sliced a backhand into
the net. Although the Colombian notched her first ace of
thematch, Swiatek quickly regained control, brushing aside
any danger when down 0-30 on serve at 4-1. The Pole’s
consistency and depth proved decisive, as she closed
out the contest with minimal fuss.

"| felt really comfortable out therefrom thefirst game.
It's aways special to play on Ashe, and I'm glad | could
start the tournament with such a performance,” Swiatek
told reporters after the match.

The six-time Grand Slam champion has enjoyed a
dominant 2025 season, adding the Wimbledon crown and
the Cincinnati Opentitleto her tally, alongside semifinal
appearances at the Australian Open and Roland Garros.

Arango, appearing in her maiden US Open main draw,
fought bravely but was outclassed by Swiatek’s pace and
precision. Swiatek will next face Dutchworld No. 66 Suzan
Lamensin the second round as she bids to add a second
US Open trophy to her collection.

Top seeds Shi & An
power into 2025 BWF
Worlds round two

Paris,Aug26 (UNI): The
2025 BWF  World
Championships opened in

outside the Olympics.
Speaking about hisform
and the pressure

Paris, bringing the planet's
best shuttlers back to the
9,000-seat Adidas Arena,
the only venue in the city
built specifically for the
2024 Olympic Games.
China's top seed Shi
Yugi advanced inthe men's
singles opening round on

Monday, joined by
compatriots Weng
Hongyang and Lu

Guangzu. Shi, who lost in
the Olympic quarterfinalsat
the same venue last
summer, overcame Indias
LakshyaSen21-17,21-19in
a hard-fought 54-minute
match."Every  match
against Lakshya is
intense," Shi said. "l had a
few hiccups on the key
points of the second game
and was actually ready for
adecider."

Arriving with high
expectations after winning
three of four BWF World
Tour Super 1000 eventsthis
year, Shi is aiming to
translate his recent
dominance into a maiden
title at the sport's most
prestigious tournament

surrounding him, Shi said:
"I'm not thinking too much
and looking too far ahead -
just focusing on winning
the next point."

Weng swept past
Australia’s Yabe Yu 21-7,
21-12, while Lu outlasted
Singapore's Jason Teh Jia
Heng 16-21, 22-20, 21-14.

The lone setback for
Chinacame as 25-year-old
Li Shifeng fell to Japan's
TanakaYushi. World No. 4
Li let aone-game lead dlip
and was beaten 21-19, 11-
21, 15-21 by theworld No.
27, leaving him still
searching for afirst world
championship quarterfinal.

Inwomen'ssingles, top
seed An Se-young of South
Korea cruised past
Begium'sClaralassaux 21-
5,21-8injust 29 minutes.

China'sChen Yufei, the
women's fourth seed,
defeated France's Anna
Tatranova21-10, 21-12.

Chen, whoadsoexitedin
last year's Olympic
quarterfinals, said returning
tothesamehall carried extra
motivation.

New format will make PKL more unpredictable,
exciting: Haryana Steelers Coach Manpreet Singh

New Delhi, Aug 26
(UNI) : Haryana Steelers
Coach Manpreet Singh
feelsthat the new format of
the Pro Kabbadi
League(PKL) will make it
moreexciting andlead toits
further growth.

"A new format was
needed for the growth of the
league, it will be more
exciting because it will be
more unpredictable, and
teamswill have achance of
making acomeback even at
a later stage of the league
stage," he said while
addressing the Press at the
PKL Coachesroundtable.

As per the new format
of the PKL, Season 12 will
see each team playing 18
matches during the league
stage, and in case of atied
match, therewill befive-raid
tiebreaker and agoldenraid
if needed.Manpreet, who
guided the Steelersto atitle
winin Season 11, felt very
happy about his team’s
composition. “We have a

very balanced side. | am
happy that we have been
able to retain more or less
last year'swinning side, and
therearenofitnessissues.”

A former Pro Kabaddi
champion as a player with
Patna Pirates, Manpreet
explained that players of
the current generation are
very proactive and aware
regarding fitness issues

"Awareness and
disciplineregarding fitness
have gone up among the
players compared to
yesteryears. They manage
it themselves for the most
part,” he said.

When asked whether
the absence of Mohammad
Reza Shadloui, who won
Season 11's*Most Valuable
Player’ award, will hamper
the Steelers' chances, he
said, “It is never easy to
replace a player of that
calibre. We havethreevery
good raiders who also win
points defending- Shivam
Anil Patare, Naveen and

Vinay. So we will be
formidablewhile defending
as well.”"Mohammad Reza
Shadloui was acquired by
the Gujarat Giantsfor 72.23
croreinthe PKL Season 12
auction.Manpreet, who
began his coaching
journey on a brilliant note
after he led Gujarat Giants
to back-to-back PKL finals
in Seasons5 and 6, said that
Haryana Steelers have
been avery consistent side
in the league because they
built abig pool of talent by

developing youngsters

"We prepare and train
players very well, we
nurture young talent
meticulousl. A new player
cannot be expected to
perform straight away. He
will takeat least 2-3 matches
to settle down and perform
at his best. We try to give
chances to young players,
slowly initiating them, and
fielding them for short
durations in a match. That
way they easeinto the side
with confidence."
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“Nanded-Mumbai 'Vande Bharat Express' Opens the Door to Marathwada’s Prosperity”

“Nanded-Mumbai Vande Bharat
Express flagged off hy CM, Fadnavis

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Aug 26 : The
government is focusing
on enhancing rapid
transportation to uplift the
Marathwada region. With
the introduction of the
Vande Bharat Express,
Nanded has now come
closer to the state capital,
Mumbai, and this
certainly opens the door
to Marathwada's
prosperity”, expressed
Chief Minister Mr
Devendra Fadnavis.

The Nanded-Mumbai
Vande Bharat Expresswas
flagged off from Nanded
railway station. The Chief
Minister flagged off the
trainvirtually (through
video conferencing) from
the Mantralaya. The
programmeheld at
Mantralaya was attended
by Smt. MeghnaBordikar
Sakore, Minister of State
for Public Health, Mr
Dharam Veer Meena,
Genera Manager, Central
Railway and other Senior
Officersof Centra
Railway.

The Chief Minister
stated: “Under the
leadership of Hon' ble

PrimeMinister Shri
NarendraModi, Indian
Railwaysistransforming.
The Madein IndiaVande
Bharat train, which offers
world-class, comfortable
facilitiessmilar to
developed countries, is a
symbol of that
transformation. The 610
km journey from Mumbai
to Nanded will now be
completedinjust 9 hrs 30
mins. Earlier, thetrain
used to run only up to
Jalna, but now it has been
extended to Hazur Sahib
Nanded. Thetrain's
passenger capacity has

increased from 500 to
1,440 and the number of
coaches has risen from 8
t0 20.

Nanded is an
important pilgrimage site
for the Sikh community.
Hence, devotees and
passengers visiting
Nanded will now
experience afaster and
more comfortablejourney
viathe Vande Bharat
Express. The Chief
Minister also
congratulated the people
of Marathwadafor this
safe, faster and pleasant
travel experience.

e

The program held at
Nanded was attended by
Membersof Parliament Mr
Ashok Chavan and Dr.
Ajit Gopchhade, MLA Mr
VikramKale, Additiona
General Manager, South
Central Railway, Mr Satya
Prakash, Divisional
Railway Manager, Nanded
Division, Mr Pradeep
Kamle, District Collector
Mr Rahul Kardile,
Nanded Range Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Mr Shahaji Umap,
Superintendent of Police
Mr Abhinash Kumar and
other dignitaries and

Senior Officersof South
Central Railway.

About Nanded —
Mumbai Vande Bharat
Express:

First Vande Bharat
Express connecting
Nanded in Marathwada to
the state capital, Mumbai.

610 kmjourney
completed injust 9 hours
30 minutes—significantly
reducing travel time
compared to other trains.

Fast, safe, and
comfortabledaytimeair-
conditioned travel
between major tourist and
religious destinations on
the Mumbai-Nanded route
in Maharashtra.

Operates six daysa
week:

From Hazur Sahib
Nanded: Every day except
Wednesday

FromCSMT Mumbai:
Every day except
Thursday

Highly beneficial for
daily commuiters,
devotees, government
officials, and business
travelers.

Travel to key tourist
and pilgrimage sitesmade
easier and more efficient.

MANUUTA Swearing-in Ceremony: A New Chapter for the University

(Sandard Post Bureau)

MANUU across the

WR extends trips of 15 pairs
of weekly special trains

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Aug 26 : For
the convenience of
passengersand with aview
to meet the travel demand,
Western Railway has
extended the trips of 15
pairs of Weekly Special

trains on  existing
composition, path and
timings.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr Vineet
Abhishek, details of the
trains are as under:

1. Train No. 09075
Mumbai  Central -
Kathgodam special has
been extended upto 31st
December, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09076
Kathgodam — Mumbai
Central Special has been
extended upto 1st January,
2026.

2. Train No. 09185
Mumbai Central — Kanpur
Anwarganj special has
been extended upto 28th
December, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09186 Kanpur
Anwarganj — Mumbai
Central Special has been
extended upto 29th
December, 2025.

3. Train No. 09043
Bandra Terminus — Barhni
special has been extended
upto 28th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09044
Barhni — Bandra Terminus
Special has been extended
upto 29th December, 2025.

4.  Train No. 02200
Bandra Terminus -
Virangana Lakshmibai
Jhansi superfast special
has been extended upto
27th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 02199
Virangana Lakshmibai
Jhansi — Bandra Terminus

superfast Special has been
extended upto 25th
December, 2025.

5. Train No. 04126
Bandra Terminus -
Subedarganj superfast
specia has been extended
upto 30th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 04125
Subedarganj - Bandra
Terminus superfast Special
has been extended upto
29th December, 2025.

6.  Train No. 04156
Udhna — Subedargan;j
specia has been extended
upto 30th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 04155
Subedarganj — Udhna
Specia has been extended
upto 29th December, 2025.

7. Train No. 09025
Valsad - Danapur special
has been extended upto
29th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09026
Danapur - Valsad Special
has been extended upto
30th December, 2025.

8.  Train No. 09007
Valsad — K hatipura special
has been extended upto
30th October, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09008
Khatipura—Valsad Special
has been extended upto
31st October, 2025.

9.  Train No. 09059
Udhna — Khurda Road

special has been
extended upto 31lst
December, 2025.

Similarly, Train No. 09060
Khurda Road — Udhna
Specia has been extended
upto 2nd January, 2026.

10. Train No. 09117
Udhna — Subedargan;j
specia has been extended
upto 26th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09118
Subedarganj —-Udhna
Specia has been extended
upto 27th December, 2025

11. Train No. 09039
Udhna — Dhanbad special
has been extended upto
26th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09040
Dhanbad —Udhna Special
has been extended upto
28th December, 2025

12. Train No. 09031
Udhna - Jaynagar special
has been extended upto
28th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09032
Jaynagar - Udhna Special
has been extended upto
29th December, 2025.

13. Train No. 09045
Udhna - Patna specia has
been extended upto 26th
December, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09046 Patna -
Udhna Special has been
extended upto 27th
December, 2025.

14. Train No. 09195
Vadodara—Mau specid has
been extended upto 29th
December, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09196 Mau -
Vadodara Specia has been
extended upto 30th
December, 2025.

15. Train No. 09343 Dr
Ambedkar Nagar - Patha
special has been extended
upto 25th December, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09344
Patna—Dr Ambedkar Nagar
Special has been extended
upto 26th December, 2025.

The booking for
extendedtripsof TrainNos.
09075, 09185, 09043, 02200,
04126, 04156, 09025, 09007,
(09059, 09117, 09039, 09031,
09045, 09195 & 09343 opens
from 28th August, 2025 at
PRScounters& onIRCTC
website. For detailed
information regarding
timings of halts and
composition, passengers
may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.govin

GM, SWR, Mukul Saran Mathur conducts
window frailing inspection hetween

i University Teachers' Association (MANUUTA, 2025-27) &
ydorsbedt Aug 26- Maulana Azad National Urdu W _ (

The swearing-in ceremony

nation.
The specia guests -

KSR Bengaluru - Tumakuru section

Hon'ble Vi hancellor

| Presided by: Prof Syed Ainul Hasan g X7, fbu"svo’;'af«”g’f o
X * 2 ¥ .

was held for newly elected ¢ Prof. tiaque Ahmed AT AR Dr. SrinivasLankala, \ _q
officers of MaulanaAzad . EFLUTA President and

National Urdu Prof. Shirin, Genera

University’s Teachers Secretary also attended

Association the ceremony.

(MANUUTA) for theterm They congratulated

2025-27. Prof. Syed Ainul
Hasan, Vice Chancellor
and Prof. Ishtiaque
Ahmed, Registrar werethe
esteemed guests of the
ceremony.

Prof. Mushtag | Patel,
Chairman of the
MANUUTA Election
Committee, administered
the oath of officeto Dr.
Shabana Kesar as the
President of MANUUTA
along with other office
bearers. Dr. Salahuddin
Syed, Vice President; Dr.

Ashwani, General
Secretary; Mr. Chavala
Mutyala Rao, Treasurer,
Dr. Samad Thazhe
Vadakkayil, Joint
Secretary (Organizing)
and Mr. Mujahid Pasha
Syed, Joint Secretary
(Publicity), alsotook
charge.

In his address, Prof.

Syed Ainul Hasan
congratulated the newly
elected officersand
emphasized the
importance of fulfilling
duties responsibly. He
advised teachers to take
this responsibility
seriously and work
towards the university's
growth.

Dr. ShabanaKesar
expressed her
determination to promote
aresearch environment in
the university, aiming to
make MANUU one of the
leading universitiesin the
country. She also
emphasized on
strengthening the off
campus colleges of

the new team and praised
the university
administration's
participation in the
ceremony, describing it as
ahealthy environment for
the university.

Mr. ChavalaMutyala
Rao proposed vote of
thanks. With teachers
fromMANUU campuses
and centers across the
country in attendance, the
event marked anew
chapter in the university's
journey.

Kolkata, Aug 26 (UNI) :
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee today
launched a sharp attack
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent
remarks branding
Trinamool Congress
leadersas*“thieves,” saying
that BJP-ruled states like

Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra were “the
biggest thieves.”

Speaking at a public
rally in Burdwan, Banerjee
said, “I respect your chair,
but I must ask: why did the
Prime Minister call Bengal
athief?Your double-engine
government in Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra

arethebiggest thieves. You
hold meetings with gang
leaders of thieves.”

She accused Modi of
coming to Benga “like a
migratory bird before
elections’ torake up issues
like NRC and to malignthe
state.Her comments came
daysafter the Prime Minigter,
while addressing a public
meeting in Dum Dum on
August 22, accusedthe TMC
government of corruption,
lawlessness, and driving
investors away.“ Crime and
corruption have become the
identity of the TMC
government. This
government is against
investment and

employment. TMC people
threaten businessmen,
extort money, impose
‘goonda tax’. Thousands
of companies have left
Bengal because of this
corrupt system,” Modi had
said.Mamata also urged
people to remember
Bengal’s cultural heritage
and rejected attempts to
"stigmatise" the state.
“Why should the Prime
Minister say Bengal isfull
of thieves? We answered
all 186 enquiry teams sent
here. Respect the peopl e of
Bengal if you want respect
for your own chair.”
Turning to the Election
Commission, sheremarked,

“I have respect for the
Election Commission, but
please don’t become a
lollipop of the BJR”

The Chief Minister also
alleged that migrant
workers from Bengal,
invited to other states for
their skills, are now
“tortured and humiliated.”

“In Bengal, over 1.5
crore people from other
stateslive peacefully — we
don’t touch them. But our
workers are harassed
outside,” she said, adding
that even Donald Trump
sent people back to Gujarat,
not a single Bengali
because they also know
that the intelligence of the

Bengalisistheir treasure.
Banerjee urged the
migrant labourers to come
back to the state and take
the benefit of Sramashree
project, a project specially
designed for the migrant
labourers.“ They are taken
to other states because of
their skillsand now they are
harassed and humiliated.
Come back home and we
will make provisions for
you,” the CM said.Under
the newly launched
scheme, returning workers
will receive Rs 5,000 as a
one-time travel allowance
and an additional Rs 5,000
per month until they are
ableto secure employment.

iy

Mumbai, Aug 26 :

inspection, he

amenities for passengers.

At Nidavanda station, Shri Mathur
inspected the ongoing upgradation works

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mukul Saran
Mathur, General Manager, South Western
Railway, conducts window-trailing
inspection between KSR Bengaluru and
Tumakuru today. During the course of the
reviewed various
infrastructural works and took stock of
passenger amenities being developed
across important stations in the section.
At Yesvantpur station, which is
undergoing amajor redevelopment at acost
of Rs.367 crore, the General Manager
inspected the progress of works and
reviewed the upgraded passenger facilities
being provided under the project. He
emphasized the importance of timely
execution and ensuring world-class

M anager

and the development of the goods shed,
whichisemerging asakey freight loading
hub of Bengaluru Division, particularly for
automobiletraffic. Healso interacted with
the public, listened to their grievances, and
assured that issues raised would be
addressed promptly.

At Tumakuru station, the General
reviewed
redevelopment plan under ABSS at a cost
of Rs.88 crore. He suggested several
measures for enhancing passenger
convenience and directed officials to
prioritizeimproved facilitiesfor commuters.

General Manager was accompanied by
Shri Ajay Sharma, Chief Administrative
Officer (Construction); Shri Ashutosh
Kumar Singh, Divisiond Railway Manager,
Bengaluru Division;
Mohanpuria, Additional Divisional Railway
Manager, Bengaluru.

the proposed

and Shri Parixit
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