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IN BRIEF

PK accuses Nitish govt of failure
on Kosi floods, proposes ...

Jan Suraaj leader Prashant Kishor popular as PK
today launched a scathing attack on the Nitish
government of Bihar, alleging that despite ruling the
state for nearly two decades, it has failed to find a
permanent solution to the recurring flood menace in
the Kosi region.

Venky wants Chinnaswamy ends
named after Kumble, Dravid

Former international cricket player Venkatesh
Prasad and key KSCA office bearer Vinay
Mruthyunjaya, who are contesting for the upcoming
Karnataka State Cricket Association (KSCA) elections,
have renewed their long-pending demand to honour
cricketing icons Anil Kumble and Rahul Dravid by
naming the two ends of the Chinnaswamy Stadium
after them.

Elected govt can’t be at 'whims
of Governors', remarks ....

The Supreme Court on Wednesday remarked that
allowing a Governor to withhold assent to Bills without
returning them to the state Assembly would place the
functioning of an elected government at the "whims
and fancies" of a Governor.

Amit Shah introduces three key
Bills amid opposition protest ...

Amid massive ruckus by the Opposition members,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah today introduced
three Bills -- The Constitution (One Hundred &
Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025, The Government of
Union Territories (Amendment) Bill, 2025 and The
Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill,
2025 in the Lok Sabha.The three bills were referred to
the Joint Committee of the Parliament.The Constitution
(130th Amendment) Bill, 2025, seeks to remove a Central
or State Minister who is facing allegations of corruption
or serious offences and has been detained for at least
30 days while holding office.

Avishkarana
Andhra’ bags
'Guinness
Book' record

Vijayawada, Aug 20
(UNI) : The
‘Avishkarana Andhra’
launched by Andhra
Pradesh government
has bagged ‘Guinness
Book of World Records’
as the highest number of
1.67 lakh industrialists
recorded their names
online within 24 hours in
the programme.

Recognising the
achievement, Guinness
Book representatives
presented the Guinness
Book record certificate
to Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
during inauguration of
Rata Tata Innovation
Hubs programme at
Mangalagiri today.

Later Secretary, ITE
K Bhaskar administered
the Avishkarana Andhra
pledge by those
attending the
programme to realize the
dream of One Family-
One Entrepreneur.

Six boys
drown in
pond, bodies
fished out

Kurnool, Aug 20
(UNI) : In a tragic
incident, six boys
drowned in a pond in
Kurnool district of
Andhra Pradesh today,
police said.

Police said that the
deceased boys, all
below 10 years of age,
went to school. While
going back home in the
evening, they entered a
huge pond at Chigili
village of Aaspari
mandal for a bath,
slipped and drowned.

The deceased boys
were identified as
Seshikumar (10),
Kinnera Sai (10), Sai
Kiran (10), Bhima (10),
Veerendr (10) and
Mehaboob (10). All the
deceased boys were
studying 5 th class at
the government
primary school.

The pond located
on the outskirts of the
village is brimming due
to heavy rains. The six
deceased boys entered
the pond while one
boy stood on the
bund.

The bodies were
fished out from the
pond and sent to the
GGH for postmortem.

 pall of gloom
descended on Chigili
village after the
mishap. Poignant
scenes were witnessed
at the GGH as grieving
parents and relatives of
the deceased gathered.

Governor of
Andhra Pradesh S
Abdul Nazeer and
Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
have expressed
profound anguish and
grief over the death of
the school children.

New Delhi. Aug 20 (UNI)
: The National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) seems
poised to win the Vice
President’s election
scheduled for September 9,
in view of the majority of its
Members in both Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha.

The Electoral College
consists of all Members of
Parliament from both
Houses of Parliament
totalling 782, excluding six
vacancies. A candidate
needs at least 392 votes to
win.Looking at the strength
in both Houses, the NDA
has 293 MPs in Lok Sabha

and 130 in Rajya Sabha. This
gives the NDA a solid 422
votes, way above the
majority mark, making the
NDA candidate C P
Radhakrishnan hot
favourite.Going by the
numbers game, INDI
Alliance’s Sudershan Reddy
appears to have little chance.

INDI Alliance has 249
MPs in Lok Sabha and 106
in Rajya Sabha. This totals
355 votes.

Although not a small
number, it, however, falls
short of the required
392.Even if the INDIA Block
sways smaller parties like the

YSR Congress or BJD, the
numbers gap remains.

The NDA, therefore, is
ahead even before the
election, even if there are
some abstentions or there is
any cross-voting which is
highly unlikely.

Election to the Vice
President’s office must be
held within 60 days of the
resignation by the earlier
Vice President, in this case
Jagdeep Dhankhar, and
before September 19. Voting
is done through secret
ballot. Last date for filing
nomination is tomorrow.

The NDA candidate filed

his nomination today. He
was accompanied by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Health Minister and
BJP President J P Nadda and
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari. Four sets of papers
were filed as part of the
nomination process.

INDI Alliance candidate
B Sudershan Reddy, a
former judge of the Supreme
Court, arrived here
yesterday evening and was
received at the airport by
Opposition MPs. He will file
his nomination tomorrow.

Vijayawada, Aug 20
(UNI) :Minister for
Transport M Ramprasad
Reddy has asserted the
implementation of 'free bus
travel for women' scheme is
a grand success and 65 lakh
women have travelled in the
APSRTC buses during the last
six days under the scheme.The
AP government launched the
free bus travel scheme for
women, named as ‘Stree Sekshi’
on Independence Day, August
15.Transport Minister
Ramprasad Reddy held a
review meeting with the
APSRTC officials including
MD Dwaraka Tirumala Rao, in
the RTC bus station complex
here on Wednesday and
reviewed the implementation of
the scheme. Talking to the
media on the occasion, the
Minister claimed that over
65 lakh women have availed
the free bus travel scheme
since August 15 across the

Implementation of ‘free bus travel for
women’ is grand success: Minister

state.“The free bus travel
scheme for women was
launched in AP and after
conducting comprehensive
surveys in the neighbouring
states which were implanting
the same scheme. Efficient
steps were taken to make the
'free bus travel scheme'
implementation in AP,” the
Minister observed, stating
that minor shortcomings in the
implementation of the scheme
are natural, and that the RTC
officials and staff have
worked hard to make the
scheme a success by
withstanding the ups and
downs and taking into
account the positive reviews.
Before implementing the free
bus travel scheme, bus
stations and bus shelters
were upgraded and all
facilities were provided to
meet the rush of passengers,
he revealed.“The proposal
of issuing ‘smart cards’ to

women commuters to make
free bus journeys further
easy and comfortable, is
being considered. Steps are
being taken to install CCTV
cameras in APSRTC buses
and fixing body cameras to
bus conductors. Steps are
also being taken to further
bolster the APSRTC to bring
the past glory to the
corporation” Minister
Ramprasad Reddy
highlighted. Asserting that
the APSRTC has abundant
financial resources, he
mentioned the plans of
earning money by leasing
out the APSRTC lands. The
APSRTC is efficiently
running the Cargo section
and earning money.“In the
coming days, 750 electrical
buses will be purchased for
the APSRTC and during the
next four years 2,500 new
electrical buses will be added
to the fleet.

NDA VP candidate poised to win Sept
9 election, going by numbers game

Governor and NDA's candidate CP Radhakrishnan exchanges a wam handshake with Prime Minister Narendra Modi as
he files nomination papers for vice presidential election, in New Delhi. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh looks on.

Russian
delegation
visits
Vizag port

(Standard Post Bureau)
Visakhapatnam, Aug 20

: A 14-member delegation
from Russia, comprising
representatives from
Government, academia, and
private industry, visited the
Visakhapatnam Port
Authority (VPA) today.

The primary objective
of the delegation’s visit
was to explore potential
partnerships in education,
training, and industry, with
a focus on facilitating the
migration of skilled Indian
workers to Russia the port
said in a release here.

During the briefing
session, VPA officials
highlighted the Port’s
robust infrastructure and
facilities, including its
cargo-handling capacities,
modernization and
mechanization initiatives,
covered storage facilities,
use of solar power, and
Sewage Treatment Plants
(STPs) for industrial water
purposes.

They also elaborated
on the Port’s investment
potential and opportunities
for enhancing import and
export trade through
Visakhapatnam Port.VPA
Secretary T. Venu Gopal,
said in a release here.

CM inaugurates Ratan Tata innovation hubs
(Standard Post Bureau)

Vijayawada, Aug 20  :
Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
inaugurated the Ratan Tata
Innovation Hub (RTIH) at
Mangalagiri, near here, on
Wednesday. He also
simultaneously inaugurated
RTIHs virtually at
V i s a k h a p a t n a m ,
Rajahmundry, Vijayawada,
Anantapur and Tirupati.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Chief Minister
lauded Ratan Tata, stating
that with his simplicity,
culture and honest way of
doing business, he stood

number one in giving back
to society. "To keep his
ideals alive, the AP
Government has launched
the Ratan Tata Innovation
Hubs to promote innovation
and startups, enabling
young entrepreneurs to
emerge as global leaders by
achieving product
perfection," he mentioned.

Citing his personal
experience in
entrepreneurship, Naidu
recalled that he started
Heritage Dairy before
entering politics and later
entrusted its management to
his wife who emerged as a

successful entrepreneur, and
the company’s turnover
now stands at Rs 5,000
crore.Questioning why
people should go to Silicon
Valley when the same
ecosystem is available in
India, Chandrababu Naidu
said the gap exists because
politicians are not adopting
available technology. Naidu
said the AP government
introduced the P-4
programme, under which the
wealthy voluntarily adopt
poor families for their
economic uplift.

Later, the Chief Minister
released Avishkarana

Andhra and Secretary ITE K
Bhaskar administered the
Avishkarana Andhra pledge
to realize the dream of one
family-one entrepreneur.

Speaking on the
occasion, N
Chandrasekaran, Chairman,
Tata Group, said
Chandrababu Naidu is
known for his initiatives and
that his digital and vertical
innovation vision across the
state is remarkable. Stating
that innovation is
everybody’s responsibility,
he said solutions should be
globally superior.

Bharat Forge Chairman

Baba Kalyani extolled Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu stating that he always
brings forward mega ideas.
Now, by launching the
Innovation Hub, he has
paved the way for
developing innovation-led
technology, which India
urgently needs.

Ministers Nara Lokesh,
Nadendla Manohar, TG
Bharath, and Amara Raja
Group Chairman Galla
Jayadev also addressed the
gathering. Several noted
industrialists attended the
inauguration of the Ratan
Tata Innovation Hub.

Jana Sena party
president to address
public in Vizag on Aug 30

Visakhapatnam, Aug 20 (UNI) : Jana Sena Party
president and Deputy Chief Minister K Pawan Kalyan will
address a public meeting at the Municipal Corporation
Stadium here on August 30.Jana Sena Political Affairs
Committee chairman and Civil Supplies Minister
Nadendla Manohar told reporters that Pawan Kalyan
will also interact with party workers in an extensive
meeting on the same day to discuss future programmes
aimed at better service delivery to the people.

Manohar said the party has strengthened its base with
12.43 lakh members and around 4,000 volunteers are being
invited to the meeting. For smooth conduct of the
programme, 12 committees have been formed. Volunteers
and members from both Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
are expected to participate.“As part of the alliance
government, Jana Sena is working with its partners to deliver
good governance. Our leader and Deputy CM Pawan
Kalyan is playing an important role in the state
government,” Manohar said, adding that the main agenda
of the meeting would focus on public service and strengthening
party cadres.He reiterated Jana Sena’s stand against the
privatisation of Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, pointing out that
Pawan Kalyan was the first to raise the issue before Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.MLAs P. Ramesh Babu and Vamsi
Krishna Yadav also took part in the meeting.
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New L-1 system mandatory
for fertilizer sales
(Standard Post Bureau)

Thane, Aug 20  :   It has
now been made mandatory
for fertilizer vendors to use
the new L-1 sales system
instead of the old system
while selling fertilizer. As
per the instructions of the
Central Fertilizer
Department, this new
system, which has been
certified by the Aadhaar
Authority of India, is
essential for fertilizer
distribution.

According to the
information received from
the Agriculture Department
of the Zilla Parishad, it is
mandatory for all fertilizer
vendors to adopt and
implement the new L-1 sales
system by August 20, 2025.

After this deadline, fertilizer
sales through the old
system will be discontinued
and all fertilizers will be
distributed only through
the L-1 sales system.

A total of 153 new L-1
machines have been
commissioned in Thane
district, for which RCF
Company has been
appointed. The company
will make these machines
available free of cost to
fertilizer vendors.

The implementation of
this system has been
accelerated under the
guidance of Chief Executive
Officer Rohan Ghuge. This
decision will bring more
transparency and
discipline in the fertilizer

distribution process and
will make it easier for
farmers to get fertilizers on
time.

The Agriculture
Department has given a
clear warning that if fertilizer
sellers do not implement the
new L-1 system before
August 20, they will not be
able to sell fertilizer from
their shops.

For more information,
contact the concerned
Taluka Agriculture Officer,
Panchayat Samiti
Agriculture Officer or the
Agriculture Department
of Zilla Parishad, Thane,
has been appealed by
Munir  Bachot ikar,
Agricultural Development
Officer of Zilla Parishad.

Irregular water supply in
Thane city for a few days

(Standard Post Bureau)
Thane, Aug 20  :

Sediment entering the
pumping station has
affected pumping capacity
Appeal to filter water and
drink

Due to heavy rainfall in
the Bhatsa Dam area for
three consecutive days, a
large amount of silt,
garbage, and tree branches
have accumulated in the
riverbed of Thane
Municipal Corporation's
Pise Pumping Station. Due
to the creation of flood-like
conditions in the riverbed,
water has entered the Pise
Pumping Station. Due to
this, there are obstacles in
pumping at full capacity at
this pumping station. Also,
the turbidity of the water is
also affecting the
purification process. Due to
all these circumstances, the
water supply coming to
Thane city has reduced by
about 25 percent.“

The work of removing
the sludge from the pump's
strainer is being done.
Therefore, citizens should
please note that there will
be insufficient and irregular

water supply in the city for
the next few days. Also, the
Municipal Corporation has
appealed to boil water and
drink it during this period
and use water wisely.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Navi Mumbai, Aug 20  :

Good On the occasion of
Bhavana Diwas, a grand
function was held at the
amphitheatre at the Navi
Mumbai Municipal
Corporation headquarters.
Taking the pledge of allegiance,
a wreath was offered to the
portrait of former Prime
Minister Late Rajiv Gandhi.

On this occasion,
Deputy Commissioner of
Social Development
Department Mr. Kisanrao
Palande, Deputy

Good Taking a collective pledge
on Bhavana Diwas, paying
homage to late Rajiv Gandhi

Commissioner of
Encroachment Department
Dr. Kailas Gaikwad,
Municipal Secretary Mr.
Chitra Baviskar, Assistant
Health Officer Dr. Ratnaprabha
Chavan, Accounts Officers
Mr. Vijay Ranjane and Mr.
Dayanand Koli, Assistant
Commissioner of
Encroachment Department
Mr. Arun Patil, Legal Officer
Mr. Abhay Jadhav, Estate
Manager Mr. Ashok Ahire
along with the officers and
employees present paid
their respects. Bhavna Day

pledge was taken.
I pledge that I will work

for the emotional unity and
harmony of all the people
of India, without distinction
of caste, creed, religion,
region or language. I
further pledge that I will
resolve all differences
between us through
dialogue and constitutional
means without resorting to
violence ” – such a pledge
The officers and
employees present on the
occasion took the Bhavana
Diwas Pledge.

JD(U) slams ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ as cover
for Rahul-Tejashwi’s PM-CM pitch

Patna, Aug 20 (UNI)
Bihar’s ruling Janata Dal
(United) leaders launched
a scathing attack on
Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi and RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav stating
that they have launched
the ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’
to project themselves as
candidates for Prime
Minister and Chief
Minister.JD(U) State
Spokesperson Dr. Nihora
Prasad Yadav said: “Both
leaders face serious
corruption charges. The
real motive behind the
‘Yatra’ is their hunger for

power. They are
misleading the people of
Bihar to project
themselves as candidates
for PM and CM. This
yatra is not about
people’s rights but about
selfishness and political
ambition.”

He added that instead
of staging political drama
in the name of protecting
voters’ rights, it would
have been better if Rahul
Gandhi and Tejashwi
Yadav had instructed their
Booth-Level Agents
(BLAs) to help rectify the
voter list where eligible

voters’ names had been
wrongly removed.

JD(U) leader and
Bihar’s Rural
Development Minister
Shravan Kumar said that
the INDIA Alliance is
based purely on selfish
interests and has no real
connection with the
public.

He further claimed that
the opposition is
spreading lies through the
Yatra to create confusion.

“Questioning the
impartiality of the Election
Commission is proof of
the opposition’s petty

politics,” he said.JD(U)
leader and Education
Minister Sunil Kumar said
that the Rahul-Tejashwi’
‘Yatra’ will have no impact
on the Bihar Assembly
elections, as the NDA
government under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar is
working for the welfare of
all communities.

He expressed
confidence that the public
will not be misled and that
under Nitish Kumar’s
leadership, the NDA will
return to power with a
massive majority.

New Delhi, Aug 20
(UNI) :India today
rejected allegations by
Dhaka’s interim
government accusing
India of allowing anti-
Bangladesh activities by
members of the Awami
League on its soil.

In a statement, the
Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said the
Indian government does
not allow political
activities against other
countries to be carried out
from Indian soil.

The spokesperson
also said that India hopes
that free, fair and inclusive
elections will be held at
the earliest in Bangladesh
“to ascertain the will and
mandate of the people”.

The statement read:
“The Government of

India is not aware of any
anti-Bangladesh activities
by purported members of
the Awami League in India
or of any action that is
contrary to Indian law.

India rejects Yunus govt's accusations of
allowing anti-Bangladesh activities on its soil

The Government does not
allow political activities
against other countries to
be carried out from Indian
soil.

“The Press Statement
by the Interim
Government of
Bangladesh is thus
misplaced.

“India reiterates its
expectation that free, fair
and inclusive elections
will be held at the earliest
in Bangladesh to ascertain
the will and mandate of
the people.”

India’s reaction came
after the Bangladesh
interim government called
on New Delhi “to take
urgent measures to
prevent any Bangladeshi
nationals residing there
from engaging in activities
harmful to Bangladesh’s
interests”.

The interim
government also urged
the Indian government
not to permit or support
any such activities in any
manner and called for

immediate closure of the
political office(s) of the
“banned” Bangladesh
Awami League on Indian
soil, according to a
statement issued by the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Wednesday.

The ministry said the
attention of Dhaka has
been drawn to the
reported establishment of
offices of the ‘banned’
Awami League in New
Delhi and Kolkata.

This development
comes against the
backdrop of "growing
anti-Bangladesh activities
undertaken by the
leadership of the
Bangladesh Awami
League from being based
on the Indian soil", Dhaka
claimed.

Many of the senior
leaders of the party,
absconding in several
criminal cases in
Bangladesh on account of
grievous crimes
committed against
humanity, remain in the

Indian territory, said the
interim government.

"Any form of political
activity campaigning
against the interests of
Bangladesh by
Bangladeshi nationals,
particularly by the
absconding leaders/
activists of a banned
political party, staying on
Indian soil, legally or
illegally, including the
establishment of offices
is an unambiguous
affront against the
people and State of
Bangladesh," said the
interim government in
Dhaka in a statement.

Dhaka's reaction
comes in the aftermath of
India's unresponsiveness
to its persistent request
for the extradition of
former Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina, who is
living in New Delhi in exile
since she fled her country
on August 5 last year in
the face of a so-called
student-led mass
movement against her.

Wang Yi flies to
Afghanistan
instead of
Pakistan for
China-
Afghanistan-
Pakistan trilateral

New Delhi, Aug 20
(UNI) : China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi who was
to travel to Pakistan after
completing his India visit
today, instead arrived in
Afghanistan to attend the
sixth China-Afghanistan-
Pakistan Trilateral Foreign
Ministers' Dialogue in
Kabul.The talks will cover
a wide range of key issues,
including political,
economic and regional
cooperation between the
three countries.

This is Wang Yi's first
visit to Afghanistan in more
than three years.Pakistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
has already arrived in
Kabul to attend the day-
long meeting.

Afghanistan’s Foreign
Ministry while announcing
the arrivals of Mr Wang Yi
and Mr Dar for the trilateral
in Kabul, said the meeting,
to be hosted by
Afghanistan, ‘’will include
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
discussions among the
three countries on a wide
range of important issues,
encompassing political,
economic and regional
c o o p e r a t i o n . ’ ’ T h e
participants are expected to
exchange views on the
future of relations, based
on shared interests, mutual
understanding and
enhanced cooperation, the
Ministry said.It said the
discussions would focus
particularly on political,
economic and regional
cooperation, as well as the
future of relations based on
mutual interests,
understanding and
enhanced collaboration.

LS passes bill to drive responsible
tech and healthy gaming

New Delhi, Aug 20 (UNI) : Amid ruckus,
the Lok Sabha today passed a bill that
seeks to encourage innovation in gaming
and safeguarding society from the
potential harm of technology misuse.

The Promotion and Regulation of
Online Gaming Bill, 2025, was cleared by
the Lower House by voice vote.

?While introducing the bill, Union
Minister for Electronics and Information
Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw
highlighted India’s commitment towards
digital innovation over the past 11 years.
He also named some forerunner schemes
including 'Digital India' and 'Startup India.'

The minister said the government
wants to promote two segments of online
gaming, which are ‘e-sports’ and ‘online
social games’, but he criticised the third
segment, which is ‘Online money gaming’,
by stating it causes serious consequences
among youths, including financial losses
or even suicides.

Minister Vaishnaw cited media reports
related to youth suicides in Karnataka as
a consequence of ‘Online money gaming.’
He also highlighted a WHO report pointing
towards the psychological stress caused
due to money losses in such games.

The Bill aims to regulate e-sports and
online social games while curbing the
harmful  onl ine  gaming services ,
adver t isements ,  and f inancia l

transactions related to them. Moreover,
this bill also outlaws all online Betting
and Gambling, including Online Fantasy
Sports, online Gambling, and
Lotteries.Moreover, the Online Gaming Bill
will also protect the youth from predatory
online Real Money Gaming apps that
manipulate ‘monetary return promises’ that
put youth and their families under financial
stress.

The Online Gaming Bill will work
collaboratively for the promotion of e-
sports, for which the Ministry of Youth
Affairs & Sports will establish a dedicated
framework. Moreover, MeitY and MIB will
extend support to online gaming for
improving educational and cultural values
among gamers.

The Online Gaming Bill has key
provisions intended to create a healthy
gaming environment, including :- Promotion
and Recognition of e-sports, Promotion of
Social and Educational Games, Prohibition
of Harmful Online Money Games, and
Establishment of an Online Gaming
Authority.

The bill also includes the provisions of
penalties and offences under some key
sections which are cognizable and non-
bailable. Moreover, the Central Government
may authorise the officers to investigate,
search and seize digital or physical property
linked to offences.

1,648 km of
Indo-Bangladesh
border fenced in
West Bengal,
Rajya Sabha told

New Delhi, Aug 20
(UNI) A total of 1,647.696
km of the Indo–Bangladesh
border in West Bengal has
been fenced, the Rajya
Sabha was informed today.

In a written reply,
Minister of State for Home
Affairs Nityanand Rai
stated that out of the total
2,216.7 km border length in
West Bengal, fencing has
been completed along
1,647.696 km.

He noted that 569.004
km still remains to be
fenced and equipped with
other border infrastructure.
Of this, 112.780 km has
been deemed non-feasible,
while 456.224 km is feasible
for fencing.

Out of the feasible
stretch, land for 77.935 km
has been handed over to
the executing agency. For
the remaining 378.289 km,
the  s ta te  government
has yet to initiate land
acquisition for 148.971 km,
while land for 229.318 km is
at various stages of the
acquisition process.

The Minister
highlighted that the Centre
has taken multiple
measures to accelerate land
acquisition, including
regular coordination
meetings with the state
government, on-ground
reviews, and timely release
of payments as per norms.

New Delhi Aug 20
(UNI) : Top leaders of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
issued strong
condemnations today
over the attack on Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, asserting that
violence has no place in a
democratic society.

The incident, which
occurred earlier in the day,
involved an individual
allegedly attempting to
assault the Chief Minister.

AAP National
Convenor Arvind
Kejriwal, in a post on
social media platform X,
stated, “The attack on
Delhi's Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta is highly
condemnable. In a

AAP leaders condemn attack on Delhi CM
democratic system,
differences of opinion and
opposition are acceptable,
but there can be no place
for violence. I am
confident that the Delhi
Police will take
appropriate action. I hope
the Chief Minister is
completely safe and
healthy.”

Echoing this
sentiment, AAP Delhi
State President Saurabh
Bharadwaj called the
attack “absolutely
condemnable” in a video
statement.

He used the occasion
to broaden the definition
of violence, stating,
“Violence is not limited to
an attack on a Chief

Minister. When SSC
aspirants and teachers
demand their rights, the
police’s brutality against
them is also violence.
Farmers were mercilessly
beaten, their heads were
broken, they were
dragged. That too is
violence", in an apparent
dig at the BJP-led central
government.

Bharadwaj also drew a
contrast with past
incidents, alleging that
when AAP's Arvind
Kejriwal was similarly
attacked during his chief
minister-ship, the attacks
were justified by his
political opponents.

“We will not say that
because people are angry

with Rekha Gupta, that is
why she was attacked.
No, anger does not mean
one can commit violence,”
he said, adding that his
party stands against
violence directed at any
political party.

In a separate post on
X, Leader of Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly,
Atishi, wrote, “The attack
on Delhi's Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta is highly
condemnable. It is hoped
that the Delhi Police will
take the strictest action
against the culprits.”

Notably, in a major
security lapse, Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta was
attacked by a man during
her daily Jan Sunwai

(public hearing) at her
official residence this
morning.

The assailant, posing
as a complainant, gained
access to the hearing by
carrying a few documents.
He approached the Chief
Minister under the pretext
of handing over a petition
and discussing a problem.
According to reports, he
suddenly attacked CM
Gupta, hitting her with the
documents he was
carrying.Security
personnel present at the
venue immediately
subdued the attacker. The
police confirmed that the
Chief Minister was safe
and did not sustain any
major injuries.
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JMM MP Mahua Maji and other parliamentarians of the INDIA bloc parties stage a protest against the Election
Commission's Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar, during the Monsoon session of Parliament,
in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Union Home Secretary directs CS,
DGP to strengthen forensic labs

Vijayawada, Aug 20
(UNI) Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan
directed the Andhra
Pradesh Chief Secretary
and Director General of
Police to take steps to
further strengthen the
forensic ecosystem.

Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan held a video
conference with Andhra
Pradesh Chief Secretary K
Vijayaand DGP Harish
Kumar Gupta from New
Delhi today and discussed
various key issues
including implementation
of new criminal laws.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Union Home
Secretary reiterated the
need of strengthening the
forensic laboratory system
and as part of that, the Chief
Secretary and DGP were
advised to take appropriate

steps to further strengthen
the existing forensic
science laboratories. They
were told that eligible
persons should be recruited
to fill various vacancies on
a contract basis.

Mr. Govind Mohan
discussed the
infrastructure and
technology available in
various police stations,
courts, jails, forensic
laboratories to implement
these new criminal laws
effectively at the field level.

The CS and DGP were
advised to take appropriate
steps to make AP a role
model for the country in the
implementation of the new
criminal laws. The Home
Secretary advised the DGP
to fully record audio and
video footage in the areas
where the crime took place,
the scene of the offense,

and to include all FIRs in e-
saksya also.Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan
has advised the CS and the
DGP to ensure that video
conferencing is available in
courtrooms, jails, forensic
science laboratories,
government offices, banks
and other places for the
effective implementation of
the new criminal laws.

The Union Home
Secretary also praised the
innovative measures taken
by the AP Police in areas
such as training and
capacity building, zero FIR,
e-FIR, monitoring of
organized crime,
modernization of various
forensic science
laboratories, provision of
adequate staff, citizen-
centric provisions such as
SMS and e-mail services,
integration with CCTNs,

and sending SMS alerts to
complainants, such as AP
Police Seva, Citizen Portal,
and Shakti App.

Chief Secretary K
Vijayanand apprised the
Union Home Secretary that
video conferencing system
is already available in the
divisional and mandal level
government offices
including the Collectorates.
DGP Harish Kumar Gupta
explained to him that steps
are being taken to record
100 percent audio and
video at the scene of the
offense.Similarly, steps are
being taken to register all
FIRs in e-evidence, he
informed the Union Home
Secretary. DG of Prisons
Anjani Kumar, Additional
DG N. Madhusudhan Reddy,
DIG of Prisons Varaprasad
and others participated in
the e-video conference.

Kurnool, Aug 20 (UNI) :
Women & Chief Welfare
and Tribal Development
Minister Gummadi Sandya
Rani laid the foundation
stone for the construction
of the Trible Multipurpose
Marketing Center (TMMC)
in Srisailam today. The
government has allocated
Rs 100 lakh for the
construction of the
building for the TMMC.

Speaking on the
occasion, Minister
Sandhya Rani said that the
"Tribal Multipurpose
Marketing Center" would
be a big boon for the tribal
community.

“If the construction of
the building for the TMMC
is completed, the tribal
community of Srisailam and
surrounding areas will get
a new direction in socio-
economic development. It
will serve as a platform for
the agricultural crops,
resources, forest products,
handicrafts and small scale
industrial products
produced by the tribals to
be directly brought to the
market,” the Minister
asserted.

Minister Sandya Rani
revealed that the tribal
people will get the

Minister Sandya
Rani lays stone for
TMMC building

opportunity to sell their
products at a reasonable
price without resorting to
middlemen. Along with
increasing local
employment opportunities,
tribal youth will also get
business opportunities.

"The Naidu headed
government's goal is to
establish such centers in
more areas in the future and
improve the living
standards of tribals," she
affirmed.

Addressing the
programme, State Tribal
Welfare Department
Director Sada Bhargavi and
District Collector G
Rajakumari said that the
state government is
providing all kinds of
assistance for the welfare
and development of the
Chenchu tribals living in
the Nallamala forests.

They hoped that all the
Chenchus would develop
by taking advantage of the
welfare programs provided
by the government.

 MLAs Budda
Rajasekhara Reddy and
Jaya Surya participated in
this foundation stone laying
program and appreciated the
steps being taken for the
development of the tribes.

Six children
drown in a pond
in Kurnool

Amaravati, Aug 20
(IANS) : In a tragic incident,
six children, including a girl,
drowned in a pond in
Andhra Pradesh’s Kurnool
district on Wednesday.

The incident occurred
in Chigeli village of Aspari
mandal when the children,
all students of Class 5 and
aged around 10-11 years,
entered the pond on the
outskirts of the village to
take a bath.

According to police, a
group of seven students
had gone to the pond. Six
of them had entered the
water. As the recent heavy
rains had filled the pond,
the children started
drowning, and in the
attempt to save one
another, they all drowned.
The lone survivor rushed to
the village and informed the
elders about the incident.

Villagers ran towards
the pond and started
searching for the children.
All six were found dead.

The death of the
children sent shock waves
among villagers. Parents
were inconsolable on
seeing the dead bodies of
their little ones.On receipt
of the information, the
police rushed to the village.
A case was registered and
an investigation begun.

According to the
police, the children had
gone to the village school
in the morning. After
school, they headed
towards the pond instead
of returning home.Minister
for Roads and Buildings B.
C. Janardhan Reddy has
expressed shock over the
tragedy. He said the death
of six children has
saddened him. He termed the
incident unfortunate and
conveyed his heartfelt
condolences to their parents.

The minister advised
parents to keep a close
watch on the movements of
their children to avoid such
tragedies.YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) President and
former Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy also
expressed his profound grief
over the death of six
children.He said that the death
of the students due to
drowning is tragic. He
conveyed his condolences
to the families of the
deceased. Jagan Mohan
Reddy urged the
government to provide
financial assistance to the
families of the deceased. He
said the officials should take
necessary precautionary
measures to prevent such
incidents.The YSRCP chief
also urged parents to keep
an eye on their children.

Amaravati, Aug 20
(IANS) : An Andhra
Pradesh MLA and his
followers allegedly
assaulted Forest
Department officials after
kidnapping them near
Srisailam in Nandyal
district, according to a
police complaint.

Srisailam MLA B.
Rajasekhara Reddy of the
ruling Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) and his followers
allegedly attacked the
officials of Nekkanti Forest
Range, a part of Srisailam
Tiger Reserve's
Markapuram Division, late
on Tuesday.The forest
officials lodged a complaint
with the police. According
to them, the MLA and his
followers kidnapped and
assaulted them near
Srisailam around 10 p.m. on
Tuesday.According to the
complaint lodged at
Srisailam One Town Police
Station, the MLA and
others kidnapped Nekkanti
Range Deputy Forest
Officer Ram Naik, Beat
officers Guruvaiah, Mohan
Kumar and driver
Karimullah and assaulted

MLA, followers accused of kidnapping,
assaulting Forest officials

them.The Forest officials
informed the higher
officials about the incident.
Later, a complaint was
lodged with the police.

The employees told
media persons that they
were on a patrolling duty in
connection with the case
relating to the killing of a
tiger when the MLA and his
followers confronted them
near a check-post. One of
the employees said they
abused them and told them
that they were not
following their orders and
cooperating despite their
government being in power.

The employees alleged
that the MLA himself drove
the government vehicle in
which they were kidnapped
and assaulted. The vehicle
was driven around the area
till 2 a.m. before the
employees were let off.

Meanwhile, Chenchu
and other tribals staged a
protest against the attack at
Sunnipenta, Srisailam,
Dornala and
Yerragondapalem.The
association of forest
officials condemned the
incident. They said the

matter has been brought to
the notice of Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan,
who also holds the forest
portfolio. They demanded
strong action against those
involved in the attack on
the employees belonging
to the Scheduled Castes,
the Scheduled Tribes, and
minorities.Meanwhile,
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has
taken serious note of the
incident involving his party
MLA. He spoke to senior
officials about the incident
and sought a detailed
report.The Chief Minister
directed officials to register
a case and take up an
investigation.

Opposition YSR
Congress Party has alleged
that the TDP MLA
Rajasekhara Reddy, under
the influence of alcohol,
attacked forest officers on
duty, obstructed patrolling
operations, and even
harassed tribal staff. This
shocking incident has
drawn widespread criticism
and highlighted the lawle-
ssness among ruling party
legislators, the party said.

Cong MPs'
efforts ensure
urea supply to
Telangana
farmers

Hyderabad, Aug 20
(UNI) : The Telangana
Congress MPs’ agitation
over the shortage of urea
has yielded results, with
the Union Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers J
P Nadda approving the
supply of 50,000 metric
tons of urea to the state this
week.Officials said that a
shipment of 10,800 metric
tons of urea from Karnataka
has already begun, while
Coromandel International
Limited has been directed
to dispatch three additional
consignments within the
week.Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao
congratulated the MPs for
raising the issue in Parliament
and bringing national
attention to the plight of
Telangana farmers. He said
farmers had been suffering
due to the Centre’s
discrimination in not supplying
the state’s allocated urea
on time. The Minister
appealed to farmers not to fall
prey to the “conspiracies of
the opposition” for political
gains. He assured that the
state government under the
leadership of Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy would
always stand by farmers
and work for their welfare.

Govt to act strictly against misleading drug
claims: Minister, Damodar Rajanarsimha

Hyderabad, Aug 20
(UNI) : Health and Medical
Minister Damodar
Rajanarsimha has directed
the Drug Control Authority
(DCA) to take strict action
against companies making
misleading claims about
medicines.

Chairing a review
meeting on the functioning
of the DCA at the Indian
Institute of Health and
Wellness Centre in
Vengalrao Nagar today, the
Minister said stringent
measures must be enforced
to ensure the availability of

quality medicines.
DCA Director General

Shahnawaz Qasim briefed
the Minister on the
department’s performance.

He said that 25,939
inspections were carried
out in 2024, leading to
action against 4,142
companies for violations.

Between January and
July 2025, 16,481
inspections were
conducted, and action was
taken against 2,827 firms.
During the same period,
7,200 medicine samples
were tested, of which 186
were found to be
substandard, resulting in
nearly 700 cases being

booked.The Minister
instructed officials to
ensure strict punishment in
every case and said that
repeat violators should
face permanent closure as
per law.

He ordered the
registration of cases under
the PD Act, if necessary,
against those
manufacturing or selling
fake and banned medicines.

He also directed action
against firms
misrepresenting drugs as
food products and those
selling antibiotics in
violation of rules, warning
that antibiotic resistance
has become a growing

threat.Calling the sale of
intoxicating medicines
without a prescription a
serious issue, Rajanarsimha
ordered the DCA to take
strong preventive
measures.He also asked
officials to expedite the
upgradation of drug-
testing laboratories and
assured that additional
posts of drug inspectors
would be sanctioned soon
to strengthen the authority
further.

The Minister reiterated
that the government would
remain uncompromising in
its efforts to ensure quality
medicines and food for the
people of Telangana.

Hyderabad, Aug 20
(UNI) Farmers Commission
Chairman Kodanda Reddy
today assured that a
comprehensive report will
soon be submitted to the
state government to
resolve the problems faced
by tribal farmers in
Telangana.

A meeting was held at
the Farmers Commission
office in BRK Bhavan to
deliberate on the challenges
of tribal farmers and
cultivation in agency areas.

The meeting was
chaired by Kodanda Reddy
and attended by
Commission members
Bhumi Sunil, Ramulu
Nayak, Gopal Reddy,

Farmers Commission to submit report on tribal
peasants’ issues soon: Kodanda Reddy

Bhavani Reddy, Cheviti
Venkanna, Agriculture
Department Director Gopi,
Forest DCF Rajaramana
Reddy, officials from
CCLA, ITDA, Tribal
Welfare, Agriculture
Department, bankers, and
tribal farmers.

The Commission
convened the meeting
following repeated
representations from tribal
farmers about their
difficulties. Key issues
highlighted included the
denial of crop loans despite
holding land title deeds,
lack of electricity for
borewells, and the absence
of proper market access for
harvested crops. Officials

pointed out that nearly 2.6
lakh tribal farmers across
Telangana hold land titles
but continue to struggle to
secure loans.

Encroachment of forest
and revenue lands, coupled
with delays in issuing final
forest notifications, has
further complicated
matters, leaving tribal
farmers vulnerable to land
grabbing. Several measures
were suggested to resolve
these issues, such as
linking ROFR records with
revenue records under the
Forest Rights Act, giving
priority to the
implementation of the Bhu
Bharati Act in tribal areas,
providing loans based on

forest rights records,
completing the forest
settlement process at the
earliest, and conducting
immediate surveys in
places facing forest–
revenue boundary
disputes.

After listening to the
suggestions and
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
Kodanda Reddy assured
that the Commission would
soon submit a detailed
report to the state
government.

He added that Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
is positive and committed
to resolving the issues of
tribal farmers, an official
statement said.

Dial 112, Raidurgam
police save woman
from suicide attempt

Hyderabad, Aug 20 (UNI) : A 26-year-old woman who
attempted suicide by pouring petrol on herself was rescued
in time by Dial 112 Emergency Response Support System
(TGERSS) and Raidurgam Police today.

According to officials, the control room received a
distress call at 1405 hours from one Atla Murali, reporting
the incident at Virupa Hospital, Anjaiah Nagar, Gachibowli
under Raidurgam Police Station limits.The call was handled
by Ashwini and dispatched by PC 790 M. Venu.
Information was immediately passed on to PCR SI Moin,
PS staff, and PV2 patrol team of Raidurgam PS. Acting
swiftly, PV2 staff PC 4595 along with ARPC 9542 from
Raidurgam PS rushed to the spot.The woman, identified as D.
Priya Singh, a resident of Vattinagulapally, was shifted
safely to a nearby hospital for treatment. Police said she
attempted suicide due to family issues. The entire response
time, from receiving the call to reaching the spot, was 20
minutes and 30 seconds.Officials confirmed that timely
intervention by Dial 112 and the police saved her life

Thunderstorms, strong
winds likely in AP: Met

Amaravati, Aug 20
(UNI) : The low-pressure
area over central parts of
Chhattisgarh and adjoining
east Madhya Pradesh,
which persisted on
Tuesday, became less
marked by 0830 hours on
Wednesday.However, the
associated cyclonic
circulation continues to lie
over southeast Madhya
Pradesh and the
neighbouring region,
extending up to 4.5 km
above mean sea level, the
Meteorological Centre said.

In its daily weather
report, the Met office
forecast thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning
and strong winds with
speeds of 40–50 kmph at
isolated places in North

Coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Yanam over the next
five days.Similar conditions
are likely in South Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and
Rayalaseema during the
next 24 hours.Light to
moderate rain or
thundershowers are likely at a
few places, or at isolated
places, across Andhra
Pradesh during the next seven
days. Strong winds with
speeds of 40–50 kmph are also
expected at isolated places in
South Coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Rayalaseema
from August 21 to
24.Rainfall occurred at a
few places over Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Yanam,
and Rayalaseema during
the last 24 hours, the report
added.
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India’s workforce
goes AI-first as
frontier firms lead
transformation

India’s most forward-looking
organisations (called frontier firms) are
leading the charge in reimagining work as
these companies are not only adopting AI
but also redesigning operations around
human-agent collaboration -- with 59 per
cent of leaders already using AI agents to
automate workstreams or business
processes across entire teams, a report said.

According to Microsoft’s '2025 Work
Trend Index', the Indian leaders are moving
with confidence and urgency to integrate AI
across their organisations, with 93 per cent
intending to use AI agents to extend
workforce capabilities in the next 12-18
months.

This transformation is enabling
organisations to scale with agility, speed,
and purpose.

"India is firmly in its AI-first era, with AI
agility accelerating at an unprecedented
pace. We’re seeing a workforce that’s not
just adopting AI, but embedding it into the
fabric of everyday work—leveraging its
speed, precision, and 24/7 availability to
drive meaningful transformation," said
Puneet Chandok, President, Microsoft India
and South Asia.

Leaders are scaling operations with AI
emerging as a true thought partner —
fuelling creativity, fast-tracking decisions,
and redefining collaboration, Chandok
added.

Indian business leaders are making bold
moves in response to AI’s acceleration.

"An overwhelming 90 per cent say this
is a pivotal year to rethink core strategies
and operations — the highest globally. With
64 per cent prioritising productivity gains
and 93 per cent confident they’ll use digital
agents to expand workforce capacity in the
next 12–18 months," the Microsoft report
stated.

Organisations are getting ready for a new
generation of jobs as AI becomes more
integrated into everyday processes. The
organisational chart is being revised to
include software operators, agent bosses,
and AI workflow designers.

"92 per cent of leaders say their company
is considering adding AI-specific roles, and
57 per cent expect teams to build multi-
agent systems to automate complex tasks,"
the report said.

This represents a shift toward dynamic,
AI-enabled teams in which each worker
takes on the role of change architect.

Organisations are stepping up their
skilling efforts to support this evolution.

"51 per cent of leaders cite upskilling as
their top priority over the next 12–18
months, with 63 per cent of managers
expecting AI training to become a core team
responsibility within five years," Microsoft
said.The results highlight India's
preparedness to take the lead in the AI-
powered future.With 66 per cent of
employees and 80 per cent of leaders
already familiar with AI agents, and a workforce
eager to treat AI as both a thought partner and a
productivity tool, the foundation is strong,
according to the report.“Today, we’re not just
leading businesses -- we’re leading them with AI.
This isn’t a simple tech upgrade; it’s a cultural
transformation rooted in continuous learning,
application, refinement, and scale," said Himani
Agrawal, Chief Operating Officer,
Microsoft India and South Asia.

Mumbai Port Authority hosts ‘Regional Engines of Maritime
Growth’ Session as prelude to India Maritime Week 2025
(Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai Port
Authority under the aegis
of the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways,
today organized the
session “Regional
Engines of Maritime
Growth” under the theme
“Unlocking Potential of
States for National
Maritime Progress”  in
Mumbai, as a prelude to
the forthcoming India
Maritime Week 2025
scheduled from 27th to
31st October 2025 in
Mumbai.

Delivering the keynote
address, Director General
of Shipping and Chief
Guest, Shri Sushil
Mansing Khopde
highlighted the
importance of centre–
state coordination and
said roadshows are being
planned in major maritime
states for seafarer training
and welfare, including
issues of shore leave and
sign-on/sign-off at non-
major ports. He also
stressed state cooperation
in crisis management such

as salvage and oil spills,
and said India Maritime
Week 2025 will be an
important opportunity for
international cooperation
with IMO and ILO and for
state-specific image
building.

Chief Port Officer of
the Maharashtra Maritime
Board, Capt. Praveen S.
Khara, spoke on the
state’s growing role in
India’s maritime sector,
emphasising the
transformation of regional
ports into smart,
digitalised trade gateways
through PPP models and
strategic investment. He
highlighted efforts to
boost shipbuilding and
ship repair capacity,
improve connectivity to
hinterlands, and promote
coastal tourism and
maritime heritage,
positioning Maharashtra
as a front runner in the
nation’s maritime growth
story.

Deputy Secretary
General of the PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Dr. Jatinder

Singh, in his address,
emphasised the
importance of aligning
state-level maritime
initiatives with national
programmes to unlock
India’s full maritime
potential. He noted that
states such as Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu, and
Maharashtra have already
shown how port-led
industrialisation,
strengthened by PPP
models and multimodal
connectivity, can drive
regional and global
growth.

The event brought
together over 200
delegates, including
senior government
officials, industry leaders
and prominent
stakeholders across India.
It proved successful in
uniting key drivers of
India’s maritime progress,
hosting thought-
provoking panel
discussions, delivering
inspiring and insightful
addresses and reinforcing
a collective vision for the
Maritime Amrit Kaal

Vision 2047 and the role
States can play in
boosting India’s Maritime
Sector.

The event also
featured a highly
interactive panel
discussion session that
became a focal point for
translating the day’s
strategic themes into
actionable ideas.
Moderated by Mr.
Shantanu Bhadkamkar,
Managing Director of
ATC Global Logistics Pvt.
Ltd., the discussion
enabled participants to
explore in depth the
roadmap for developing
regional ports as smart,
digitalized global trade
gateways through PPP
models and state
investment. Panelists
explored ways to empower
coastal communities and
the blue economy, boost
shipbuilding, ship repair
and inland water
transport, improve
multimodal connectivity
with integrated security,
and advance climate
resilience and

sustainability in coastal
strategies. The panel
included Shri Sushil
Mansing Khopde, I.P.S.,
Additional Director
General of Shipping; Shri
Shantanoo Deshpande,
Director & COO, Pace
Marine Solutions Pvt Ltd;
and Capt. Padmini Kant
Mishra, COO – Terminals,
JSW Infrastructure. State
perspectives were
represented by Shri
Kalpesh Vithlani, GM
Projects at Gujarat
Maritime Board and Capt.
M. Anbarasan, State Port
Officer, Tamil Nadu
Maritime Board who
enriched the discussion
with region-specific
approaches and best
practices.

A special presentation
on India Maritime Week
2025 was delivered by DS
MOPSW , Shri Rajesh
Asati, showcasing the
event’s strategic vision,
key themes, and
opportunities for
collaboration, investment,
and innovation across the
maritime ecosystem.

The session
concluded with insightful
closing remarks and a
formal vote of thanks
delivered by Smt. Madhuri
Ajay Varade, FA&CAO,
Mumbai Port Authority
(MbPA), acknowledging
the contributions of all
speakers, delegates,
participants and the
Indian Ports Association
(IPA).

India Maritime Week
(IMW) 2025, scheduled
from 27th - 31st October
2025 in Mumbai, is the
nation’s premier platform
to showcase progress
across the maritime sector,
including ports, shipping,
and waterways. The event
will convene global and
domestic leaders to foster
dialogue, innovation, and
policy initiatives aimed at
building a sustainable and
future-ready maritime
ecosystem. Featuring
thematic sessions,
business forums,
exhibitions, and high-level
dialogues, IMW 2025 will
catalyze advancing India’s
maritime ambitions.

Football-Sized Tumor Removed from
the Stomach of a 16-Year-Old Boy
(Standard Post Bureau)

Sixteen is an age to play,
laugh, and study with
youthful energy. However,
for this teenage boy, the
last one month was full of
distress. He was suffering
from severe abdominal pain
and recurrent fever, which
left him weak and
exhausted. Initially, when
he was taken to other
hospitals, doctors
suspected a liver infection
and prescribed medication.
But as there was no
improvement, he was
brought to KIMS
Seethammadhara Hospital,
Visakhapatnam. After a
series of tests, the doctors
confirmed that it was
cancer. A rare and highly
complex surgery was
performed to remove the
tumor by Dr. Muralidhar
Nambada, Senior GI and

Liver Surgeon, who shared
the details of the case.

“When the boy came to
us, his stomach and lower
limbs were visibly swollen.
This suggested a major
issue with the liver. Upon
conducting tests, we found
that he was suffering from
an extremely rare form of
liver cancer, known
medically as Malignant
H e p a t i c
Angiomyelolipoma. The
tumor had occupied almost
half of the right side of the
liver. Further investigations

including CT Scan and MRI
revealed the exact size,
location, and extent of the
tumor.We decided to
proceed with immediate
surgery. The operation
lasted nearly six and a half
hours. The tumor weighed
4.5 kilograms and was
almost the size of a football.
It was a massive tumor, and
removing it safely without
complications was highly
challenging. We had to
ensure there was no
bleeding from the tumor,
and at the same time, we had
to make sure not even a
trace of the tumor remained
in the liver. It was equally
important to preserve the
healthy portion of the liver,
as it is a vital organ for
survival. Since the patient
is only 16 years old, his liver
has the capacity to
regenerate. Hence,

protecting the remaining
healthy liver was crucial.
Considering the size and
the tricky location of the
tumor, the surgery required
meticulous planning and
precise execution,”
explained Dr. Muralidhar
and Dr Ravi Chandra
Reddy, the Surgical team.

Following the surgery,
the boy recovered rapidly
and was discharged on the
fifth day. He has also
successfully completed six
cycles of chemotherapy
and is now able to carry on
with his daily routine.

The boy’s parents
expressed their heartfelt
gratitude to the doctors,
staff, and management of
KIMS Seethammadhara
Hospital for performing
such a complex surgery
successfully and saving
their son’s life.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Often described as the

heartbeat of India’s film
industry, Mumbai
continues to draw
thousands of aspiring
filmmakers, actors and
storytellers from across the
country. To many, the term
“Mumbai Film Institute”
represents far more than a
search query — it
represents hope,
opportunity and the
beginning of a dream that
could someday light up the
silver screen.

Amidst a crowded field
of film schools and training
academies, Cinematech Film
Institute has quietly
emerged as one of
Mumbai’s most impactful
and future-ready
educational institutions.
With a curriculum designed
with industry
professionals, an emphasis
on hands-on production
experience and the active
integration of AI-powered
tools in film learning,
Cinematech is redefining

Cinematech Film Institute
quietly reshapes India’s film
education landscape

the way film education is
delivered in India.

A Human-Centric
Learning Environment

C i n e m a t e c h
understands that every
student arrives with a story.
Whether it is a budding
filmmaker from Nagpur with
a borrowed phone or an
aspiring actor from Indore
searching for a stage, the
Institute has created an
environment that
prioritises sincerity, craft
and confidence.

Students at Cinematech
don’t just earn a
qualification — they build
careers in Film Direction,
Acting, Video Editing
(Premiere Pro, DaVinci
Resolve), Filmmaking with
AI, Script Writing, Sound
Engineering and
Cinematography.

With affordable fees,
mentor-led guidance, real
industry projects, and
flexible short-term courses,
the institute is helping
reshape the future of film
education in the city.

Real Learning. Real
Work. Real Impact.

Cinematech students
work on ad films, YouTube
content, short films and
OTT pitch content — all
produced for real clients
and audiences. From
building strong personal
brands on social platforms,
to understanding AI-driven
advances in VFX and
editing, students graduate
with the skills required by
today’s creator-led
economy.

The institute’s impact is
visible in the success
stories of its students:

A sound engineer from
Nagaland currently
contributing to
professional post-
production projects

A young editor from
Jalgaon managing viral
video edits for a Mumbai-
based influencer

A student-directed
YouTube short film
receiving festival
recognition

A budding actor from

Bhopal landing a national
television commercial

Admissions Made
Simple

C i n e m a t e c h ’ s
admission process removes
the complexity typically
associated with film
schools:

Review available
courses

Select preferred
programme

Submit an inquiry form
or call

Speak directly with a
mentor

Begin the journey —
without an entrance exam or
lengthy procedures

Cinematech Film
Institute is a Mumbai-
based film education
institution committed to
bridging the gap between
aspiration and action. By
combining industry-driven
training, affordable
learning, and emerging
technology integration, the
Institute empowers the next
generation of filmmakers,
creators and storytellers.

Elected govt can’t be at
'whims of Governors',
remarks Supreme Court

New Delhi, Aug 20 (IANS) :The Supreme Court on
Wednesday remarked that allowing a Governor to
withhold assent to Bills without returning them to the state
Assembly would place the functioning of an elected
government at the "whims and fancies" of a Governor.

A Constitution Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India
(CJI) B.R. Gavai, was hearing the reference made by the
President under Article 143 of the Constitution in the
aftermath of the apex court verdict in the Tamil Nadu Bills
case. President Droupadi Murmu, in May this year, had
asked the Supreme Court to report its opinion on
constitutional options available to a Governor when a Bill
is presented to him under Article 200 of the Constitution.

Before the 5-judge special Bench, also comprising
Justices Surya Kant, Vikram Nath, P.S. Narasimha and Atul
S. Chandurkar, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
representing the Union government, argued that a
Governor could permanently withhold assent to a Bill
without sending it back to the state legislature for
reconsideration.

SG Mehta submitted that under Article 200 of the
Constitution, the Governor has four options – to grant
assent, withhold assent, reserve the Bill for consideration
of the President, or return the Bill to the Assembly.

The Solicitor General, the second-highest law officer
of the Union government, added that if a Governor
withholds assent, there is no obligation to return the Bill
to the state Assembly for reconsideration.

At this, CJI Gavai said: "Would we not be giving total
powers to the Governor to sit in appeal? The government
elected with the majority will be at the whims and fancies
of the Governor", suggesting that such an interpretation
of the Governor’s powers could allow him to indefinitely
stall legislation.

When the Solicitor General referred to the Constituent
Assembly debates on the importance of Governors in
India’s federal structure, the Supreme Court asked whether
the high office had, in practice, lived up to the Constituent
Assembly’s vision of maintaining harmony with elected
state governments.

"You are entitled to read the debates, but see whether
expectations have been met," CJI Gavai told Mehta,
pointing out that the exercise of Governors’ discretionary
powers in the past had triggered several rounds of
litigation.

Stressing that constitutional interpretation cannot be
based on the "worst examples", the law officer argued
that the Governor’s power to withhold assent is meant to
be exercised rarely and sparingly, only in extraordinary
situations such as when a Bill is unconstitutional,
repugnant, or violative of fundamental rights.The 5-judge
special Bench will continue hearing the matter titled "In
Re: Assent, Withholding or Reservation of Bills by the
Governor and the President of India" on Thursday.

In April 2025, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court,
using its inherent powers under Article 142 of the
Constitution, resolved a standoff between the Tamil Nadu
government and Governor R.N. Ravi over the delay in
granting assent to Bills passed by the Assembly.

It ruled that Governor Ravi's refusal to approve 10 Bills
in Tamil Nadu was both "illegal and arbitrary" and set a
three-month deadline for Presidential and gubernatorial
approval of Bills passed by the legislature for a second
time."The President is required to take a decision on the
Bills reserved for his consideration by the Governor within
a period of three months from the date on which such
reference is received," said a Bench of Justices J.B.
Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan.
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar interacts with prominent scholars and think tank representatives of Russia, in
Moscow on Wednesday.

Death toll of Afghan road
accident soars to 79

Kabul, Aug 20 (UNI) The Death toll of the deadly
road accident, which occurred in Afghanistan's western
Herat province on Tuesday night, has reached 79,
including women and children, spokesman for the
Ministry of Interior Affairs Abdul Mateen Qani said
Wednesday.Among the victims, 19 are children, the
official added.

Earlier, local officials in Herat city counted the dead
bodies as high as 64, and three people were injured.

The bloody road mishap took place after a passenger
bus carrying Afghan returnees from Iran collided with a
motorbike and a mini-truck on a road linking the
neighboring Iran to Herat city in Afghanistan on
Tuesday night.Blaming reckless driving for the mishap,
local officials said that since the ill-fated bus caught
fire in the deadly accident, the majority of the dead
bodies could not be recognized.

Flash floods injure 10 in Yemen's
Aden, Yemen, Aug 20 (UNI) : Flash floods triggered

by heavy rainfall swept through Yemen's southern port
city of Aden on Tuesday, injuring 10 people and causing
significant material damage, a government official told
Xinhua.The official said on condition of anonymity that
torrential rains inundated residential neighbourhoods
and flooded houses and businesses. Local residents
said the rains also brought traffic to a standstill.

State-run Saba news agency reported that Aden
Governor Ahmed Hamed Lamlas issued emergency
directives for health authorities to provide
comprehensive medical treatment to flood victims at
local government expense.

The government-operated Meteorological
Forecasting and Early Warning Centre warned that
precipitation would persist in the coming hours in
eastern and southwestern coastal regions and along
the Red Sea coast.It urged citizens "to exercise caution",
especially in flood-affected areas, avoid valleys and
flood channels, and refrain from travelling on slippery,
muddy roads.Yemen's severely deteriorated
infrastructure, weakened by more than a decade of
conflict between government forces and the Houthi
group, has intensified the flooding's impact on residents
already facing fragile basic services.

Egyptian police kill 8 drug, arms
traffickers in Nile shootout

Cairo, Aug 20 (UNI) : Egyptian police killed eight
drug and arms traffickers in a shootout at their hideouts
on Nile islands, north of Cairo, the Egyptian Interior
Ministry said Tuesday in a statement.

The men had a criminal record, including murder,
drug dealing, illegal weapons possession, armed
robbery, and vehicle theft, the ministry said.

They were operating from Nile islands adjacent to
the provinces of Menoufia and Qalyubia, using
speedboats to facilitate their movements and exploiting
the area's terrain to escape security pursuit, it said.

After obtaining legal approvals, security forces
monitored and tracked the gang's movements before
targeting them. "The criminals opened heavy fire at the
police forces, and the exchange resulted in their death,"
the ministry said.

Police also seized 125 kg of drugs estimated at about
16 million Egyptian pounds (around 330,000 U.S. dollars),
along with eight firearms, it added.

UK, France not to deploy troops
Moscow, Aug 20 (UNI) : The United Kingdom and

France are unlikely to deploy tens of thousands of troops
to Ukraine, and the so-called "coalition of the willing"
is exploring alternative ways to guarantee Kiev's
security, The Times newspaper reported.

The "coalition of the willing" is focusing on
protecting Ukraine from the air and sea, as well as
deploying military instructors on the ground to help
replenish the Ukrainian armed forces, the report said on
Tuesday.UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer's office said
that the "coalition of the willing" and the United States
would discuss plans on providing security guarantees
to Ukraine in the coming days.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has said
that the presence of NATO states' troops on Ukrainian
territory, under any flag and in any capacity, including
as peacekeepers, is a threat to Russia, and that Moscow
will not accept it under any circumstances.

White House launches official
TikTok account

Washington, Aug 20 (UNI) : The White House
launched an official TikTok account on Tuesday, less
than a month before U.S. President Donald Trump's
deadline for the social media app to either find a new
owner or face a ban in the United States.

The account posted its debut video on Tuesday
afternoon -- a 27-second clip featuring footage of Trump
walking and interacting with his supporters,
accompanied by audio from his acceptance speech at
the 2016 Republican National Convention.

A few hours after the debut video, the account has
garnered over 57,000 followers, while the TikTok account
Trump used for his presidential campaign last year has
more than 15 million followers.

In his first term, Trump signed an executive order
effectively seeking to ban the app, owned by the Chinese
firm ByteDance, in the country unless ByteDance sold
its U.S. operations to a U.S. company. The order did not
go into effect amid legal challenges.

Since his second term, Trump has extended the
deadline twice, each by 75 days on Jan. 20 and April 4,
respectively. On June 19, Trump signed an executive
order to keep TikTok running in the United States for another
90 days, extending the deadline to Sept. 17, 2025.

Washington, Aug 20
(UNI) White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt
said that US President
Donald Trump imposed
tariffs as a form of
“sanctions” to exert
additional pressure on
Russia to end the war in
Ukraine.India made "huge"
profits on the sale of
Russian oil after the war in
Ukraine, and Trump said
that his sanctions on New
Delhi may have played a
role in Russian President
Vladimir Putin agreeing to
meet him

Trump doubled India’s
tariff burden to 50 per cent
by adding a new 25 per cent
levy on top of the
previously announced 25
per cent. Leavitt told
reporters the move was part
of Washington’s strategy
to apply “secondary
pressure” on Moscow.

“Look, the president has
put tremendous public
pressure to bring this war
to a close. He’s taken
actions as you’ve seen,
sanctions on India and
other measures as well.
He’s made himself very
clear that he wants to see
this war end, and he has
scoffed at suggestions that
we should wait another
month before any meeting
takes place,” Leavitt said.

She also said that plans
are underway for a bilateral
meeting between Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky,
noting that while the
Kremlin has so far avoided
firm commitments, it has not
ruled out future talks.

Earlier in the day, Trump

Donald Trump
imposed ‘sanctions on
India’ to end war in
Ukraine: White House

reiterated that the US would
not deploy ground forces
to Ukraine but left open the
possibility of other forms of
American support. “The
president understands
security guarantees are
crucially important to
ensure a lasting peace, and
he has directed his national
security team to coordinate
with our friends in Europe
and to continue
discussions with both
Ukraine and Russia,”
Leavitt added.

Trump also met
Zelensky at the White
House on Tuesday,
signaling openness to a
potential trilateral meeting
with Putin. Describing the
talks as “very successful,”
Trump said progress had
been made toward a
possible negotiation.
Zelensky, meanwhile,
called it the “best
conversation” he has had
so far with the US
President.

US envoy Steve Witkoff
shared new details today
about the high-stakes
meeting between US
President Donald Trump
and his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin
in Alaska last week, saying
that Russian officials made
concessions “almost
immediately.”“There were
concessions almost
immediately made on the
part of the Russians in the
first meeting in Alaska,”
Witkoff told Fox News.
“Part of getting those
concessions was learning
whether we were going to
be able to see the Russians
prepared to be more
accommodating.”

Beijing, Aug 20 (UNI) :
China will showcase a
series of new-generation
armaments during the
upcoming V-Day military
parade in Beijing, such as
fourth-generation tanks
and aircraft, unmanned
intelligence and counter-
unmanned equipment, and
advanced missiles
including hypersonic ones,
said an official on
Wednesday.

All the armaments to be
displayed are domestically
made and in active service,
said Wu Zeke, a senior
officer of the Joint Staff
Department of the Central
Military Commission, at a
press conference.Wu

China to display new-generation
armaments in V-Day military parade

added that these
armaments are composed
mainly of new-type fourth-
generation equipment, such
as new-type tanks, ship-
borne aircraft and fighter
jets. Organised according
to combat modules, these
formations highlight the
Chinese military's systems-
based operational
capabilities.A series of land,
sea and air unmanned
intelligent and counter-
unmanned equipment, as
well as cyber-electronic
combat forces, such as
new-type drones, directed-
energy weapons and
electronic jamming
systems, will also be
displayed, he said.In

addition, the parade will
feature other types of
advanced equipment such
as hypersonic and air
defense anti-missile
equipment and strategic
missiles -- which will
demonstrate China's
powerful strategic
deterrence capability, Wu
noted.

With a high level of
informatization and
intelligence, the weapons
and equipment to be
displayed will fully
demonstrate the strong
capability of the Chinese
armed forces to adapt to sci-
tech development and the
evolution of war forms, and
to win future wars, he said.

Tehran, Aug 20 (UNI) :
Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for International
Affairs Kazem
Gharibabadi said he held
discussions with Russian
Chargé d'Affaires in Iran
Rafael Gevorkyan and
Chinese Ambassador to
Iran Cong Peiwu on joint
measures to counter the
stance of the E3 countries,
the United Kingdom,
France and Germany
regarding UN Security
Council Resolution 2231
and the Iranian nuclear
issue.

Last week, the
Financial Times, citing a

Iran, Russia, China discuss
interaction with E3 on Nuclear deal

letter, reported that the E3
countries informed the
United Nations of their
readiness to reimpose
sanctions on Iran if
Tehran does not agree to
the nuclear deal by the
end of August.

“At a meeting with the
ambassador of the
People's Republic of
China and the chargé
d'affaires of Russia in Iran,
joint measures to combat
the destructive approach
of the three European
governments regarding
UN Security Council
Resolution 2231 were
discussed,” Gharibabadi

said on X.
In 2015, the UK,

Germany, China, Russia,
the United States, France
and Iran signed the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), which
lifted sanctions in
exchange for limits on
Iran's nuclear program.
However, the United
States withdrew from the
JCPOA in 2018 and
reimposed sanctions on
Tehran, after which Iran
announced a gradual
reduction of its
commitments on nuclear
research and uranium
enrichment.

SL issues over 1,300 driving licenses
to foreign nationals at airport counter

Colombo, Aug 20 (UNI) Sri Lanka has issued over 1,300
driving licenses to foreign nationals after the Department
of Motor Traffic (DMT) established a license issuance
counter at the Bandaranaike International Airport, the DMT
said on Wednesday.

The DMT said 1,338 driving licenses have been issued
until Aug. 17 since the counter was established on Aug. 3.

The dedicated counter was introduced for the
convenience of foreigners visiting Sri Lanka. Earlier, foreign
tourists who wanted a driving license had to visit the DMT
office in Colombo.

Over 1.5 million foreign tourists have arrived in Sri
Lanka so far this year.

1 killed, several
injured in
unexploded
ordnance blast
in Iran

Tehran, Aug 20 (UNI) :
A blast from unexploded
ordnance left over from the
12-day conflict with Israel
killed one person and
injured seven in Iran's
western Lorestan province,
official news agency IRNA
reported.The explosion
took place Tuesday
evening in Beyranshahr
city. The injured, all
children and adolescents,
were taken to a hospital, it
said.It added that the number
of those wounded in the
incident could increase.

On June 13, Israel
launched major airstrikes
on several areas in Iran,
including nuclear and
military sites, killing senior
commanders, nuclear
scientists, and many
civilians. Iran responded
with multiple waves of
missile and drone attacks
on Israel, causing
casualties and damage.

After 12 days of
fighting, a ceasefire
between Iran and Israel
was reached on June 24.

US willing to
provide air
support to
Ukraine to aid in
reaching peace
deal with Russia

Washington, Aug 20
(UNI) While ruling out any
US boots on the ground in
Ukraine, President Donald
Trump nonetheless did
express willingness to
provide the country with air
support if it helps in
Moscow and Kyiv reaching
an agreement for
settlement, reports The
Guardian.His comments came
a day after he pledged security
guarantees to help end the war
at an extraordinary White
House summit. Affirming
Washington’s full
involvement in Europe’s
security, Trump had ruled
out Ukraine’s admission
into NATO, calling it
‘unrealistic’.“When it
comes to security,
(Europeans) are willing to
put people on the ground.
We’re willing to help them
with things, especially,
probably … by air,” Trump
said in an interview on Fox
News on Tuesday.

Russia has repeatedly
warned that it will not allow
Ukraine to ever join the
NATO, and said that one of
the preconditions for peace
was Kyiv abandoning
these aspirations, along
with its demilitarisation and
denazification.

Tel Aviv, Aug 20 (UNI) :
The Israeli Defence Forces
have put over 60,000
reserve troops on alert for
the total capture of Gaza
City. This comes in the
wake of Israel’s plan to fully
occupy the Gaza Strip to
remove the Hamas forces in
the area. The military is set
to launch its offensive
against Hamas today in
Gaza City, announced Israeli
Defence Minister Israel
Katz.According to The

IDF puts additional 60,000 reserves on alert
for operation to fully take over Gaza City

Times Of Israel, the
reserves would not be
rolled out at once but rather
in waves. The majority —
around 40,000-50,000 —
would be ordered to show
up for duty on September
2. Another wave would take
place in November-
December, and a third wave
in February-March 2026,
the IDF said.This move
markedly increases the
number of reserves being
called for action, as the IDF

already has thousands of
reserves currently serving.

Additionally, the
military is also extending
reserve duty for some
20,000 reservists who were
currently on duty by
another 30-40 days. This
would bring the total
number of reservists at a
given time during the
offensive to around
130,000.These reserves
include three brigades and
several more battalions, and

many combat support
soldiers, including in
intelligence and logistics.

Not all reserves are
going to deployed to Gaza
City, but rather will fill in for
the active ground troops
deployed in various areas
currently.

In all, five IDF divisions,
made up of tens of
thousands of troops, were
set to participate in the
military’s planned offensive
against Hamas in Gaza City,

according to the army.
The forces included 12

brigade-level teams, each of
which has infantry,
armoured, artillery, and
combat engineering forces,
along with combat support.

In addition, the Gaza
Division’s northern and
southern br igades  —
normally tasked with the
border are set to partic-
ipate in the offensive,
bringing the total number
of brigades to 14.

Washington/Brussels,
Aug 20 (UNI) : The White
House has imposed an
additional 10% charge on
its arm sales to Europe,
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent announced.

Secretary of State
Marco Rubio had earlier
announced that
Washington will sell arms

US imposes 10 pc additional charge on weapon sales to Europe
to Ukraine through
Europe via NATO.Bessent
argued that the additional
charges could offset costs
for any direct support
Washington provides for
Kyiv.In an interview with
Fox News on Tuesday
evening, Bessent
dismissed concerns that
US taxpayers would foot

the bill for Ukraine’s air
cover, stressing that one
of President Donald
Trump’s key goals has
been to avoid sending
more money to Kyiv, as he
was not going to give
Ukraine a carte blanche in
regards to weapons or
monetary aid, reports
RT.“Right now, we are

selling arms to the
Europeans who are then
selling them on to the
Ukrainians. And President
Trump’s taking a 10%
markup on the arms. So
maybe that 10% will cover
the cost of the air cover,”
he said.The Treasury
Secretary added that
Washington and Kyiv had

also signed a deal on the
mining of rare earth
minerals, which will allow
the White House to
redeem the billions it has
spent on Ukraine since
2022, but only once the
conflict with Russia has
stopped and the
partnership has a chance
to kick in.

STANDARD POST, Guntur



6 Thursday, August 21, 2025STANDARD POST, Guntur



Thursday, August 21, 20257

Printed, Published and Owned by
Mohammed Shafi

Printed at Sri Lakshmi Venkateswara Offset
Printers, D.No : 22-11-81, K. V. R. Complex,

Tunuguntlavari Street, Lalapet, Guntur, AP.
Published from H.No. 1-3-105, First Floor,

Near Masjid, Gujjalagundla, Guntur-522006, AP.
Editor: Mohammed Shafi

R.N.I.No. : APENG/2014/57079
Cell  : 9849881368

Email : standardpostguntur@gmail.com

Anant Jeet nails men’s skeet gold
as India soars to top of medal tally

S h y m k e n t
(Kazakhstan), Aug 20
(IANS) : Olympian Anant
Jeet Singh Naruka, was third
time lucky, as he turned his
silver from last year to gold,
overcoming former Asian
Games champion Mansour
Al Rashidi’s challenge 57-
56 in the process, in the
men’s skeet final of the 16th
Asian Shooting
Championship in
Shymkent, Kazakhstan.

Shooting on Day Three
at the Shymkent Shooting
Plaza, Naruka first finished
third in qualifying with a
score of 119 over two days,
before shooting a confident
final from the very first shot
of the 60-shot decider, to
land the biggest medal of
his career.

He shot 29 of the first
30 targets, then took the
lead for the first time in the
match, shooting 35 of the
first 36, and went into the
final 10 shots, one hit ahead
of the champion Kuwaiti.

He held on gamely as both
missed one in the final
round, erasing memories of
his silver to another
legendary Kuwaiti in
Kuwait City last time
around.India also picked up
two more gold medals on
the day in the 10m air pistol
mixed team junior and youth
events, while also winning
bronze in the senior air
pistol mixed team through
Suruchi and Saurabh
Chaudhary, with the senior
women’s skeet trio of
Maheshwari Chauhan,
Ganemat Sekhon and Raiza
Dhillon, combining for a
bronze in the team event.

India thus ended the
day on top of the medal
tally as they had on Day
Two, with a total of 19
medals now, nine of them
gold, to go with five silver
and bronze medals each.

Among the seniors, the
pair of Suruchi and Saurabh
Chaudhary began the day
with a bronze in the 10m air

pistol mixed team
competition. They shot a
combined 578 in
qualification (Suruchi 292,
Saurabh 286) to qualify for
one of the two bronze medal
matches against the
Chinese Taipei pair of Liu
Heng-Yu and Hsieh Hsiang-
Chen. They won the bronze
match with a 17-9 margin.

The women’s skeet
team then confirmed the
day’s second bronze when
their combined
qualification score of 329
(Maheshwari 113, Ganemat
109, Raiza 107) landed them
the bronze behind China
and Kazakhstan.

Olympian Maheshwari
was the only one to make
the individual final,
finishing fourth, which was
how she ended the final as
well, shooting 35 of the first
40 targets to miss out by
one lost bird, as the Kazakh
who edged her had a higher
bib number.Also on Day
Three, the junior and youth

shooters continued their
gold rush, winning both the
10m air pistol mixed team
junior and youth
competitions, helping lift
India in the standings.

Vanshika Chaudhary
and Jonathan Gavin
Antony won the 10m air
pistol mixed team junior
event, defeating Koreans
Kim Yejin and Kim
Dooyeon 16-14 in a tight
final. The pair held their
nerve when it mattered most
to finish strong and
register a come-from-
behind win. Also, it was the
young Jonathan’s third
medal of the championship,
having won an individual
bronze and team silver in
the earlier days.

Later, the pair of Ganesh
Gupta and Gamberya
Gowda defeated Iran 16-14
in the gold medal match to
clinch the air pistol mixed
team youth crown. They
had earlier topped the qual-
ification with a score of 575.

Assam & Chhattisgarh
play out a 2-2 thriller;
Haryana Notches
dominant 3-0 victory
over Nagaland

New Delhi, Aug 20
(UNI) Day 2 of the
Subroto Cup International
Football Tournament saw
contrasting shades of
footballing drama — from
the nail-biting 2-2 draw
between Assam’s
Betkuchi High School and
Chhattisgarh’s Mata
Rukhmani Kanya Ashram,
to an unforgettable record
where Amenity Public
School, Rudrapur
(Uttarakhand) scored 20
goals against Air Force
School, Kanpur in one of
the tournament’s most
emphatic wins.

The Assam–
Chhattisgarh clash had
spectators on edge, with
early strikes from Assam’s
Samaina (2’) and Sayasree
(21’) before
Chhattisgarh’s Sushila hit
back with a brace (6’, 49’).

Meanwhile, Amenity
Public School’s ruthless
finishing saw standout
performances from Kamal
(5 goals), Sonam (6 goals),
Anjali (3 goals), and
Sonakshi (3 goals) in a 20-
0 rout.

Other Highlights of the
Day: Kerala vs Gujarat: Lal
Bahadur Shastri Memorial
Hr. Sec. School (Thrissur,
Kerala) beat Vimla
Vidyalaya (Palanpur,

Gujarat) 3-0.
Sri Lanka vs

Lakshadweep: Sri Lanka
School Football
Association defeated PM
Shri Govt.

Mahatma Gandhi Sr.
Sec. School, Andrott 3-1.

Jharkhand vs Delhi:
PM Shri KV Sr. School,
Hazaribagh scored a
dominant 4-0 win.

Bihar vs Haryana:
Upgraded High School
Bilaspur thrashed Vidya
Devi Jindal School 5-0
with

a hat-trick from Anshu.
Haryana vs Nagaland:

PM Shri GGSSS Mangali
Hisar’s Ruchi scored a
hat-trick in a 3-0 victory.

Meghalaya &
Chandigarh Shine: Nongjri
Presbyterian Secondary
School (Meghalaya) and
Govt. Model Sr. Sec.
School (Chandigarh) both
registered 5-0 wins.

Goa vs Arunachal
Pradesh: St. Xavier Higher
Secondary school,
Mapusa sealed a 2-0 win.

The day once again
reinforced the Subroto
Cup’s reputation as a
breeding ground for
thrilling contests, record-
breaking feats, and the
rise of young football
stars.

Bengaluru, Aug 20
(UNI) : Former international
cricket player Venkatesh
Prasad and key KSCA office
bearer Vinay
Mruthyunjaya, who are
contesting for the
upcoming Karnataka State
Cricket Association
(KSCA) elections, have
renewed their long-pending
demand to honour
cricketing icons Anil
Kumble and Rahul Dravid
by naming the two ends of
the Chinnaswamy Stadium
after them.Addressing
mediapersons after
unveiling a wide-ranging
manifesto covering safety,
infrastructure, and player
development, Prasad said
“Every cricketer who has
represented India from
Karnataka is a legend. But
Anil Kumble and Rahul
Dravid, with over 100 Test
matches each and stints as
India captains, stand apart.
Naming the two ends at
Chinnaswamy as the ‘Anil
Kumble End’ and the ‘Rahul
Dravid End’ would be the
most fitting tribute.”

He recalled that the idea
was first proposed nearly
12–13 years ago during
Kumble’s presidency,
stressing that it was not an
electoral ploy but a long-
overdue recognition.

While acknowledging
other legends such as G. R.
Viswanath, E. A. S.
Prasanna, B. S.
Chandrasekhar, Syed
Kirmani, and Roger Binny,
the leaders underlined that
Kumble and Dravid
symbolised Karnataka’s
unmatched contribution to
Indian cricket at the highest
level.

Alongside the naming
proposal, the panel assured
that safety of fans at

Venky wants Chinnaswamy ends
named after Kumble, Dravid

Chinnaswamy Stadium
would be given utmost
priority.“We will conduct a
detailed safety audit, act on
every recommendation, and
implement remedial
measures on fast track.
There will be no
compromise when it comes
to spectator safety,” the
leaders said.Former India
pacer Prasad, joined by
Shantha Rangaswamy,
symbolically released the
manifesto which laid out
both short-term and long-
term strategies. He
announced that grassroots
tournaments would be
relaunched on fixed
schedules before player
selection, while zonal
academies would be
established across the state
to nurture young cricketers.

Between 25 and 40 of the
best players from these
centres would then be
brought to Bengaluru for
advanced training at a
proposed Centre of
E x c e l l e n c e . O n
infrastructure, Prasad
promised to transform
Chinnaswamy Stadium into
a “future-ready smart
stadium” with state-of-the-
art facilities. They also
revealed plans for a new
worldclass stadium in
Mysuru, with the Chief

Minister already indicating
willingness to allot land for
the project.

The manifesto further
emphasised optimal use of
KSCA-owned grounds in
Gadag, Dharwad, and
Hubballi through signature
development projects.

Prasad said he would
also seek approval from
members for the expansion
of Chinnaswamy Stadium’s
seating capacity to over
50,000. Another pending
project that would be
revived is the proposed
cricket museum at
Chinnaswamy, aimed at
showcasing Karnataka’s
cricketing heritage and
drawing tourists to the
v e n u e . M r t h u n j a y a
stressed that their stand
was rooted in transparency
and decisive leadership.
“Our manifesto stands for
decisive leadership and
transparency. No backroom
dealings. Once elected, we
assure pure cricket, no
commerce, and no conflict of
interest,” he said.On the
financial front, leaders clarified
that audited balance sheets,
budgets, and reports are
already made available to
members as per by-laws,
and any new projects
would move forward only
after members’ consent.

Srinagar, Aug 20 (UNI) :
The best national athletes
in the country will vie for
the 24 gold medals at stake
in the inaugural Khelo India
Water Sports Festival to be
held at the iconic Dal Lake
here. The three-day event
will see more than 400
compete for the medals
events- rowing, canoeing
and kayaking.

The Khelo India Water
Sports Festival 2025 will be
the first consolidated
Open-age category
championships where all 14
kayaking and canoeing
events and the 10 rowing
events are Olympic events.
To add to the fun of the
Water Games, there will be
three demonstration
events- water skiing,
shikhara boat spring and
dragon boat race.

The KIWSF will see 36
states and Union Territories
in action. Among them, all
eyes will be on athletes from

Top national, international athletes to vie for 24 gold medals
Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and
Kerala. “Since Services will
not take part in these
Games as a team, it will be
good to see how the states
compete and perform. The
course has been prepared
keeping all international
specifications in mind and
we are all set to go,” said
competition manager
Bilquis Mir, a former World
Cupper canoeist and an
Olympic judge.

The Khelo India Water
Sports Festival is a new
addition to the Khelo India
calendar. In 2025, two new
events have been added.
The Khelo India Beach
Games took place in Diu in
May. As per the Khelo
Bharat Niti, both the Water
Games and Beach Games
are aimed at promoting
sports and attracting
tourism.

Suhani Meena, a water
sports athlete from Madhya

Pradesh, who will
participate in rowing said
she was elated at being in
Kashmir. “This is a great
opportunity for water
sports athletes since we get
only a few opportunities
throughout the year to
participate in a national-
level event. Now the Khelo
India Water Sports Festival
2025 will give us a chance
to excel,” she said.

For kayaking and
canoeing, the last nationals
were held at Tehri
(Uttarakhand) in November
which were categorized as
a qualifier. The top 15 in
singles and doubles and
the top eight fours will be
participating in KIWSF. For
rowing, the top eight from
the nationals held in
Bhopal in March this year
will take part.

There will be
international flavor as well.
Arjun Lal Jat, an Army
rower who will represent

Delhi, will be one of the
main attractions. Jat, 28, has
taken part in the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics and won silver in
the light-weight double
sculls at the 2022 Asian
Games in Hangzhou.

“This is my first Khelo
India event and I will
participate in men's single
sculls. I expect each
participating team to deliver
their best. Khelo India is
very well supported by the
Government of India. Such
events should happen more
as it will provide a platform
to the athletes of Jammu
and Kashmir to represent
India at the international
level,” said Jat.

The Water Games will
see almost equal
representation from men
and women. Out of the 409
athletes competing for
medals, 202 will be female.
Madhya Pradesh (44),
Haryana (37), Odisha (34)
and Kerala (33) will have the

largest contingent at
KIWSF 2025. Gujarat,
Puducherry and West
Bengal will have the
smallest teams.

Nitish Chaudhary from
Rajasthan, a two-time
national silver medalist,
said: “For a water sports
person like me, this climate
and the facilities here are
amazing. I am getting a
chance to meet other
sportspersons from
different parts of the
country and learning from
their experiences.”

Three gold medals- all
in kayaking and canoeing
will be decided on Day 1 on
Thursday. All 10 rowing
finals are slotted on the final
day on August 3. The
opening ceremony,
expected to be attended by
the Union Minister of State
Srimati Raksha Khadse among
other dignitaries of Jammu
and Kashmir, will be held
Thursday evening from 6 pm.

Alonso expects more after
Real Madrid's opening win

Madrid, Aug 20 (UNI) : Real Madrid coach Xabi
Alonso has expressed satisfaction after his side kicked
off its 2025-26 La Liga campaign with a 1-0 home win over
Osasuna.Kylian Mbappe's penalty early in the second
half decided the game, but despite the narrow margin of
victory, Alonso was pleased with a display that limited
Osasuna's options in attack, and noted that his side had
only been together for a couple of weeks after having
competed in the FIFA World Club Cup in the United States
this summer."There are positives, starting with the result,
which is the most important thing. Osasuna has had more
time for preseason, and it showed," he said.

"There were good things and others that we need to
improve," added Alonso, while also admitting his players
"lacked freshness in the final third, and we struggled to
create clear chances. We're in that fine-tuning phase, but
the win gives you peace of mind."The coach also
expressed satisfaction with the displays of Dean Huijsen,
Trent Alexander-Arnold, Alvaro Carreras and Franco
Mastantuono on their home debuts."They had good, decent
performances; they played seriously, didn't make mistakes, and
weren't nervous. I've seen positive things. And I'm very happy
to be back at this new Bernabeu," said Alonso.

Thimphu (Bhutan), Aug
20 (UNI) : India’s U17
women’s team sent out a
resounding statement of
intent in their SAFF U17
Women’s Championship
2025 opener, dismantling
Nepal with a thumping 7-0
victory at the iconic
Changlimithang Stadium
here today.

Braces from Nira Chanu
Longjam (25’, 56’), Abhista
Basnett (16’ 41’), and
Anushka Kumari (37’, 62’),
along with a strike from
captain Julan Nongmaithem
(45+1’), ensured a flawless
start to India’s campaign.
The Young Tigresses raced
to a commanding 5-0 lead
by half-time, leaving Nepal
no room for recovery in
what was a one-sided affair
from the outset.

With the tournament
adopting a double round-
robin format this year, it was
imperative for India to
begin on the front foot, and
they did so in sensational
style.

Nepal didn't allow India
to assert their dominance
from the first whistle. But it
was only a matter of time
before the Young
Tigresses' cohesive
structure, the result of
months of training since
January, began becoming
evident. The midfielders
gradually began dicating
tempo, finding incisive
passes and carving through
Nepal’s defence with sharp
distribution, while the

India beat Nepal 7-0 in
SAFF U17 Women’s
Championship opener

forwards constantly found
pockets of space to create
havoc.The backline,
though tested early,
remained compact and
resilient. Goalkeeper Munni
produced a solid display,
securing a clean sheet and
marshalling her defence
with confidence.

Set-pieces proved to be
a significant weapon for
India. The breakthrough
came in the 16th minute
after a poor backpass
resulted in a corner. Shveta
Rani swung in a dangerous
delivery from the left, and
Nepal custodian Jharna
Dumrakoti fumbled under
pressure. Abhista was
quickest to react, slotting
home from close range.

India doubled their
advantage in the 25th
minute. Anushka slipped a
beautifully weighted pass
behind the defence for Nira,
who still had work to do.
The striker powered home
a low drive, beating the
stretching Dumrakoti.

Anushka then turned
scorer in the 37th minute,
racing onto a through ball
and showing great
composure to beat the
keeper and make it 3-0.

Four minutes later,
Abhista made it a brace. A
pass from Anushka
intended for Nira was
deflected by Anshu BK,
but Abhista latched onto
the loose ball and fired
home a precise finish to
extend the lead to 4-0.

New Delhi, Aug 20
(UNI) : Day 2 of the Subroto
Cup International Football
Tournament saw
contrasting shades of
footballing drama — from
the nail-biting 2-2 draw
between Assam’s Betkuchi
High School and
Chhattisgarh’s Mata
Rukhmani Kanya Ashram,
to an unforgettable record
where Amenity Public
School, Rudrapur
(Uttarakhand) scored 20
goals against Air Force
School, Kanpur in one of
the tournament’s most
emphatic wins.

Assam & Chhattisgarh share
thrilling 2-2 draw; Amenity Public
School nets record 20 Goals

The Assam–
Chhattisgarh clash had
spectators on edge, with
early strikes from Assam’s
Samaina (2’) and Sayasree
(21’) before Chhattisgarh’s
Sushila hit back with a
brace (6’, 49’).

Meanwhile, Amenity
Public School’s ruthless
finishing saw standout
performances from Kamal (5
goals), Sonam (6 goals),
Anjali (3 goals), and
Sonakshi (3 goals) in a 20-0
rout.

Other Highlights of the
Day: Kerala vs Gujarat: Lal
Bahadur Shastri Memorial

Hr. Sec. School (Thrissur,
Kerala) beat Vimla
Vidyalaya (Palanpur,
Gujarat) 3-0.

Sri Lanka vs
Lakshadweep: Sri Lanka
School Football
Association defeated PM
Shri Govt. Mahatma Gandhi
Sr. Sec. School, Andrott 3-1.

Jharkhand vs Delhi: PM
Shri KV Sr. School,
Hazaribagh scored a
dominant 4-0 win.

Bihar vs Haryana:
Upgraded High School
Bilaspur thrashed Vidya
Devi Jindal School 5-0 with
a hat-trick from Anshu.
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Passenger Safety First:
MMRDA’s Immediate and
Long-Term Measures

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Aug 20  : The

safety of our Monorail
passengers remains our
highest priority. Following
yesterday’s incident, the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development
Authority (MMRDA) and
Maha Mumbai Metro
(MMMOCL) have swiftly
initiated both short-term
and long-term measures to
ensure passenger safety
and to prevent any
recurrence of such events.

We want to reassure all
commuters that MMRDA
is fully committed to
providing a safe and
reliable travel experience.
Clear instructions have
been issued to MMMOCL
to strengthen safety
systems and operational
vigilance. MMRDA have
taken Short term and long
term measures.

Immediate Measures
1. Passenger Load

Regulation:
Monorail coaches are

designed for a maximum
load of 104 tonnes. To avoid
exceeding this capacity,
station staff have been
instructed to strictly
regulate passenger entry. If
overcrowding is observed,
trains will be halted and
passengers safely
deboarded before
resuming operations.

2. Additional Staff
Deployment:

Each train will now carry
a dedicated security
personnel to monitor in-
coach crowding. Alongside
the Monorail Pilot, a trained
technician will also travel to
handle any technical issues
promptly.

3. E m e r g e n c y
Window Checks &
Labelling:

Every Monorail has 8
ventilation windows (2 in
each of the 4 coaches).
These are being
immediately inspected and
clearly labelled for easy
identification so that
passengers remain calm and
guided in case of
emergencies.

4. E n h a n c e d
Signage:

Clear, visible
signboards have been
installed inside trains,
instructing passengers on
safety protocols and
emergency exits. More
signage will be added to
make instructions even
more prominent and
accessible.

5. Comprehensive
Safety Inspections:

The Director
(Maintenance) has been
tasked with conducting
thorough inspections of all
Monorail trains to ensure
all safety measures are

being strictly implemented.
Long-Term Measures
•  Introduction of

New Rakes:
MMRDA has already

procured 10 new Monorail
rakes. Seven of these have
reached the depot and are
undergoing detailed trials
and certification. Once
cleared, they will be added
to passenger service,
increasing capacity and
reducing strain on the
existing fleet.

Monorail continues to
be an important mode of
transport for Mumbaikars.
From emergency fixes to the
induction of new trains,
every step we take is aimed
at ensuring a safer, more
comfortable, and
trustworthy journey.

It is important to note
that during yesterday’s
incident, not a single
passenger was injured. All
commuters were safely
evacuated — a reflection of
the swift response by our
teams. We sincerely thank
the Municipal Corporation
and the Fire Brigade for
their prompt support.

MMRDA remains
deeply committed to
passenger safety and
comfort. We will continue
to strengthen our systems
so that every Mumbaikar
can travel with complete
confidence.

Western Railway to run Two More
Pairs of Ganpati special Trains
(Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Aug 20  :  For
the convenience of
passengers and with a view
to meet the travel demand
during the festive season of
Ganpati, Western Railway
will run 2 more pairs of
Ganpati   Special Trains on
Special fare between Udhna
- Ratnagiri and Vishvamitri
- Ratnagiri stations.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek, the
details of these trains are as
under:

1.      Train No. 09022/
09021 Udhna – Ratnagiri
Weekly Special [ 6 Trips]

Train No. 09022 Udhna

– Ratnagiri Special will
depart from Udhna every
Thursday at 10:00 hrs and
will reach Ratnagiri at 20:00
hrs, the same day.  Similarly,
Train No. 09021 Ratnagiri
– Udhna Special  wil l
depart from Ratnagiri
every Thursday at 21:00
hrs and will arrive Udhna
at 10:20 hrs, the next day.
The above pair of train
will run from 21st August
to 04th September, 2025.

Enroute, this train will
halt at Valsad, Vapi, Dahanu
Road, Palghar, Vasai Road,
Bhiwandi Road, Panvel,
Pen, Roha, Mangaon, Veer,
Khed, Chiplun and
Sangameshwar Road                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
stations in both directions.

This train comprises of

Sleeper Class and General
Second Class Coaches.

2.      Train No. 09120/
09119 Vishvamitri –
Ratnagiri Weekly Special [
6 Trips]

Train No. 09120
Vishvamitri – Ratnagiri
Special will depart from
Vishvamitri every Monday
at 08:00 hrs and will reach
Ratnagiri at 20.00 hrs, the
same day. Similarly, Train
No. 09119 Ratnagiri –
Vishvamitri Special will
depart from Ratnagiri
every Monday at 21:00
hrs  and wi l l  ar r ive
Vishvamitri at 11:45 hrs,
the next day. The above
pair of train will run from
25th August  & 08th
September, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Bharuch, Surat,
Valsad, Vapi, Dahanu Road,
Palghar, Vasai Road,
Bhiwandi Road, Panvel,
Pen, Roha,  Mangaon,
Veer, Khed, Chiplun and
Sangameshwar   Road
sta t ions  in  both
directions.

This train comprises of
AC 2-Tier, AC 3-Tier,
Sleeper Class and General
Second Class Coaches.

The booking for Train
Nos. 09022 & 09120 is open
at all PRS counters & on
IRCTC website. For
detailed information
regarding timings of halts
and composition,
passengers may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in.

Sadbhavna Day celebrated in
Bhiwandi Municipal Corporation

(By Rajesh undi)
Bhiwandi, Aug 20  : As

per the government
directives, the birth
anniversary of former Prime
Minister Late Rajiv Gandhi,
20th August, is celebrated

as Saddbhavna Day every
year across the country. As
per the government circular
and as per the directives of
Hon. Administrator and
Commissioner Shri Anmol
Sagar (B.P.S.), a wreath was

offered to the statue of Late
Rajiv Gandhi by the
auspicious hands of Hon.
Additional Commissioner
Shri Vitthal Dake. After that,
the oath of Saddbhavna
Day was taken in the

presence of officers and
employees.

Since the main
objectives of this day are
to increase the feeling of
unity, goodwill and
avoidance of violence
among the people of
different religions and
languages in different
regions of the state, the
oath was taken on the
ground floor of the new
administrative building of
Bhiwandi Municipal
Corporation.

On this occasion, Hon.
City Engineer Mr. Jamil
Patel, Assistant
C o m m i s s i o n e r
(Administration) Mr. Ajit
Mahadik, Tax Assessment
Officer, Mr. Sudhir Gurav,
Chief Park Superintendent
Mr. Nilesh Sankhe, Sports
Officer Mr. Milind Palsule,
Chief Health Inspector Mr.
Harish Bhandari and a large
number of officers/
employees were present.

One-Trip
Ganesh
Chaturthi
Special Train
between
Hubballi-
Mangaluru
Central : SWR

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Aug 20  :   To

clear the extra rush of
passengers during
Ganesh Chaturthi, South
Western Railway will run a
one-trip special train
service between SSS
Hubballi and Mangaluru
Central.

Train No. 07341 SSS
Hubballi–Mangaluru
Central Express Special
will leave SSS Hubballi at
16:00 hrs on 26th August,
2025 (Tuesday) and reach
Mangaluru Central at
11:45 hrs the next day. In
the return direction, Train
No. 07342 will leave
Mangaluru Central at
14:15 hrs on 27th August,
2025 (Wednesday) and
arrive at SSS Hubballi at
09:45 hrs the following
day.

En route, the train will
stop at SMM Haveri,
Harihar, Davangere,
Birur, Arsikere,
Tumakuru, Yesvantpur,
Kunigal,
Channarayapatna,
Hassan, Sakleshpur,
Subrahmanya Road,
Kabakaputtur, and
Bantawala stations in
both directions.

The train will run with
17 coaches comprising 01
AC Two Tier, 01 AC Three
Tier, 10 Sleeper Class, 03
General Second Class, and
02 Second Class Luggage-
cum-Brake Vans with
Disabled Friendly
Compartment.

For more information,
passengers may visit the
official Indian Railways
website or call the Railway
Helpline number 139.“

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, Aug 20  :

Kolkata, the city that
introduced Metro services
to India, is now entering a
new era of connectivity.
Soon, with openings and
augmentation of three new
lines, nearly 9.15 lakh
passengers can travel by
Kolkata Metro every day.
This change is being
powered by 366 new Metro
train services across three
sections, designed to
provide faster and more
regular travel.

On 22 August, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will inaugurate three new
stretches of the Metro
network — the 2.45 km
Esplanade to Sealdah
section of the Green Line,
the 6.77 km Noapara to Jai
Hind Airport section of the
Yellow Line and the 4.4 km
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
to Beleghata section of the
Orange Line. He will also
flag off three Metro trains
on these lines.

The Green Line will see
the biggest benefit with
services increasing to 186.
The Orange Line will now
run 60 services while the
Yellow Line will operate 120.
With more trains running,
waiting times will come

Facility created for 9 Lakh additional
Commuters Metro Gift to Kolkata

down and overcrowding
will ease.

Green Line – Esplanade
to Sealdah (2.45 km)

This stretch will be a
huge relief for the city.
Today it takes 40 to 45
minutes by road to travel
between Howrah and
Sealdah, two of the busiest
railway terminals. With the Metro,
the journey will now take only 11
minutes. For lakhs of daily
commuters, this time-saving
will feel like a blessing.

Yellow Line – Noapara
to Jai Hind Airport (6.77 km)

Getting to the airport will
now be quicker and more
comfortable. Domestic and
international passengers,
airline staff and airport
workers will all benefit from
a fast, safe and convenient
ride. With an interchange at
Dum Dum Cantonment,
passengers will also get
direct connectivity to the
rest of the city and major

railway stations. The
journey from Esplanade to
the airport will take only 30
minutes.

Orange Line – Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay to
Beleghata (4.4 km)

 This extension
connects Science City,
hospitals, schools and
business hubs. Passenger
numbers here are expected
to double. The journey from
Beleghata to Kavi Subhash
will now take only 32
minutes, making travel
between South and East
Kolkata much easier.

These new Metro lines
will not only benefit Kolkata
but also passengers from
North 24 Parganas and
South 24 Parganas.
Journeys that earlier took
hours will now be
completed in minutes,
making travel across the
city faster, easier and
smoother than ever before.

India Post and World Trade Centre, Mumbai Sign
Historic MoU to empower MSMEs and Entrepreneurs

(By PIB, Mumbai/
Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, Aug 20  :  India
Post and the World Trade
Centre (WTC), Mumbai
today signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
enhance global market
access for Indian
businesses, with special
focus on MSMEs and
entrepreneurs.

This strategic
collaboration combines
India Post’s extensive
postal network with WTC
Mumbai’s global trade
expertise to boost exports,
facilitate cross-border
partnerships, and empower
Indian enterprises to
expand internationally.

The Department of
Posts, with its wide
network, provides domestic
and international mail
services across the
country. Through its
international facilities, the
Department offers exporters
support in customs and
export compliance,

including mandatory
documentation such as
invoices and export
declarations.

The MoU signing
ceremony was attended by
Postmaster General, Navi
Mumbai Region, Ms.
Suchita Joshi; Assistant
Postmaster General
(Business Development),
Maharashtra Circle, Dr.
Sudhir Jakhere and
Chairman, WTC Mumbai,
Dr. Vijay Kalantri.

On the occasion,
Assistant Postmaster

General (Business
D e v e l o p m e n t ) ,
Maharashtra Circle, Dr.
Sudhir Jakhere highlighted
India Post’s initiatives
including the International
Business Centre in
Mumbai, National
Logistics Organization,
and Dak Ghar Niryat
Kendras, aimed at
strengthening logistics and
export facilitation. With
operations spanning over
70 countries and
connectivity to even the
remotest parts of

Maharashtra, India Post is
emerging as a key driver of
trade, exports and inclusive
growth.

Chairman, WTC
Mumbai, Dr. Vijay Kalantri
expressed happiness over
the partnership and
underlined that WTC
Mumbai will actively
support and create
awareness among the trade
and industry fraternity
about India Post’s
connectivity and services.
He further emphasized that
both organizations will

jointly conduct
programmes showcasing
the vital role of India Post
in logistics and trade
facilitation.

The ceremony was also
attended by Vice Chairman,
WTC Mumbai, Captain
Somesh Batra; Senior
Director, AIAI, Ms.
Sangeeta Jain; Director,
WTC Mumbai, Ms. Priya
Pansare; and Export
Promotion Team Member,
Mr. Vipul Mandlesha.

The collaboration is
expected to create new
global opportunities for
Indian businesses and
contribute towards the
vision of making India a
hub for international trade
and entrepreneurship.

I t  wi l l  enable
exporters, particularly
SMEs, to benefit from
DoP’s export facilitation
services  and WTC
Mumbai’s training and
networking ecosystem,
thereby strengthening
India’s participation in
global trade.

Purnea, Aug 20 (UNI) :
Jan Suraaj leader Prashant
Kishor popular as PK today
launched a scathing attack
on the Nitish government
of Bihar, alleging that
despite ruling the state for
nearly two decades, it has
failed to find a permanent

PK accuses Nitish govt of failure on Kosi floods, proposes ‘Water Grid’ solution
solution to the recurring
flood menace in the Kosi
region.Kishor told news
persons here that distributing
Rs 7,000 as relief to the affected
families cannot solve a
problem that has displaced
lakhs for generations.He said
it is not a new story, the people

of Kosi have been enduring
this suffering for decades.

Several people still remain
displaced since the
catastrophic 2008 Kosi floods,
and they have received no
adequate rehabilitation, he
said.He alleged that large
swathes of Seemanchal,

Bhagalpur, and Munger are
submerged every year, but
relief operations have
become a source of profit
for corrupt officials.“The
Water Resources
Department has effectively
turned into an extortion
department,” Kishor

charged.Outlining his
party’s alternative vision,
Kishor said that Jan Suraaj
has a clear roadmap and
vision to address the crisis.
The solution lies in building
a Water Grid. Until that is
done, floods will continue
to devastate North Bihar.

STANDARD POST, Guntur



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


