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DG Home
Guard SBK
Singh given
additional

charge as
Delhi Police

Commissioner

New Delhi, July
31(UNI) : Senior IPS
officer SBK Singh has
been entrusted with the
additional charge of
Commissioner of Police,
Delhi, according to an
official order issued by
the Ministry of Home
Affarstoday. Singh will
assume the additional
responsibility from
August 1.

A 1988-batch officer
fromthe AGMUT cadre,
Singh is currently
serving as the Director
Generd of Home Guards,
Delhi. Withthe approval
of the competent
authority, he will hold
the additional charge of
Delhi Police
Commissioner until
further orders.The
announcement was
made through an official
communication signed
by Anish
Muraleedharan,
Director (S), Ministry of
HomeAffairs. Themove
forms part of an
administrative reshuffle
at the senior leadership
level of Delhi Police.

Vice Army
chief Lt Gen
NS Raja
Subramani
retires after
39 years of

service

New Delhi, July 31
(UNI) : Vice Chief of the
Army Staff (VCOAYS),
Lieutenant General NS
Raja Subramani
superannuated today,
marking the conclusion
of anillustriousmilitary
career spanning 39
years.

Throughout  his
career, Lt Gen Subramani
has held awiderange of
command, staff, and
instructional
appointments across
diverse operational and
terrain profiles.

His deep
understanding of
strategic and tactical
dynamics, particularly
along the western and
northern borders, has
significantly
contributed to
operational
preparedness and
national security, a
Defence Ministry
statement said.

In recognition of
his outstanding
service to the
nation, the General
Officer has been
decorated with the Param
Vishisht SevaMedal, Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal,
Sena Medal, and
Vishisht SevaMedal.
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LoPinthe Lok Sabhaand Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with party MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra during the Monsoon

session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Thursday.

3G directs Telangana Speaker
to decide disqualification
petitions within three months

defection has been a matter
of national discourse. If not

New Delhi, July 31 (UNI)
: The Supreme Court today

directed the Telangana
Speaker to  decide
disqualification petitions
within three months.

The Bench allowed the
appeals filed by Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
leaders challenging the
Telangana High Court’'s
refusal to direct the
Assembly Speaker to
adjudicate disqualification
petitions against 10 MLAS
who had defected to the
ruling Congress party.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice of India BR
Gavai and JusticeAugustine
George Masih emphasised
that political defectionspose
agravethreat to democratic
stahility.

Ddlivering thejudgment,
CJ Gava stated, “Political

curbed, it has the power to
disrupt democracy.”

The Court reiterated that
when the Speaker acts in
disqualification matters
under the Tenth Schedule,
they function as a tribunal
and are subject to judicial
review.Citing speeches
made in Parliament by
leaderslike Rajesh Pilot and
DevendraNath Munshi, the
Court underlined the
historical concern over
unchecked defections and
the constitutional scheme
that entrusts the Speaker
with the duty of expeditious
adjudication in such cases,
thereby reducing the burden
on courts.Referring to the
landmark Kihoto Hollohan
judgment, the Bench
regffirmedthat judicid review

Cabinet okays Rs 6K
crore outlay for PM

Kisan Sampada
Yojana till FY ‘26

New Delhi, July 31 (UNI) The Union Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister NarendraM odi, today approved Rs6,520
crore for the ongoing Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada
Yojana (PMKSY) during the 15th Finance Commission
Cycle(2021-22 to 2025-26).The sumincludesan additional
allocation of Rs 1,920 crore for ongoing projects under the
scheme, as per an official statement here.

The approval comprises Rs 1,000 crore to support the
establishment of 50 multi-product food irradiation units
under the Integrated Cold Chain and Value Addition
Infrastructure (ICCVAI) component, and 100 NABL-
accredited Food Testing Laboratories (FTLS) under the
Food Safety and Quality Assurance Infrastructure (FSQAI)
component of PMKSY. This move aligns with recent
budget announcements, said the statement.

Further, Rs 920 crore has been sanctioned for new
projects under various other components of the PMKSY
during the 15th Finance Commission Cycle.Both ICCVAI
and FSQA\| aredemand-driven schemesunder PMKSY. To
invite proposals, Expression of Interests (EOIs) will be
floated across the country, targeting eligible entities.
Submissions will be scrutinised and approved based on
extant scheme guidelines and eligibility criteria.The
statement states that implementing the 50 multi-product
food irradiation units is expected to add a preservation
capacity ranging from 20 to 30 lakh metric tonnesannualy,
depending on the nature of the food products processed.

under Articles 136, 226, and
227 of the Constitution,
though limited, remains
availablein casesinvolving
the Speaker’s decisions on
disqualification.The Court
found fault with the
Telangana High Court’s
Division Bench for setting
aside the order of a Single
Judge, observing that the
Single Judge had not even
directed time-bound
disposal of the petitions.
“The Speaker, while
acting as an adjudicating
authority, acts as a tribunal
amenableto thejurisdiction
of the High Court and the
Supreme Court. Hedoes not
enjoy constitutional
immunity in this capacity,”
the Court held.Setting aside
the Division Bench’'s order
dated November 22, 2024,
the Supreme Court directed

that the disqualification
proceedings be decided “as
expeditiously as possible
and within three months.”

The Court further
warned, “No MLA shall be
allowed to protract the
proceedings, and in case of
any such attempt, the
Speaker shall beat liberty to
draw adverseinferences.”

On April 3, 2025, the
Supreme Court had reserved
judgment inthematter while
expressing strong
disapproval of statements
made by Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
onthefloor of theAssembly
concerning the pending
disqualification petitions.

The Bench had
remarked, “We respect the
other two wings of
democracy; the same is
expected of them.”

Rahul Gandhi
backs Trump's
‘dead economy’

remark, slams
Modi and

Sitharaman

New Delhi, July 31 (UNI)
L eader of Oppositionin Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi today
backed US President Donald
Trump's remark calling the
Indian economy as "dead",
and said the whole world
knows except for the Prime
Minister and Finance
Minister.

Responding to a media
query in the Parliament
House complex, about
Trump's"Indian economy is
a dead economy" remark,
Rahul said, “Yes, heisright.
Everybody knows this,
except the Prime Minister
and the Finance Minister.
I'm glad that President
Trump has stated afact.”

Notably, Trump on his
social media platform said
that a trade deal with
Pakistan had just been
concluded and both
countries (Indiaand Russia)
could take their ‘’dead
economies”’ down together.

Gandhi further alleged,
"Themainissuefacing India
today isthat the government
has completely destroyed
our economic policy, our
defence policy, and our
foreign policy. Prime
Minister Modi isworking for
only one person — Adani.
Small businesses acrossthe
country have been ruined
under this government.”

While, accusing the
Prime  Minister  of
"destroying the Indian", the
Raebareli MP said that he
(Modi) was “running the
country into the ground”.

Commenting on the 25
percent tariff and penalty
against India announced by
Trump, Gandhi claimed,
“You will seethat thistrade
deal will happen entirely on
Trump’s terms. Modi will
simply follow Trump's
instructions’.

Massive response to TPCC
chief Mahesh Kumar Goud’s
Janhita Padayatra in Parigi

Vikarabad, July 31 (UNI)

Telangana Pradesh
Congress  Committee
(TPCC) presidentand MLC
Mahesh Kumar Goud,
accompanied by AICC in-
charge M eenak shi
Nataragjan, Ministers Sridhar
Babu, MLAS, government
advisor Vem Narender
Reddy, and former PCC chief
Hanumanthu Rao Tadi,
received an overwhelming
public response as the
Janhita Padayatra
commenced in Parigi on
Thursday evening.

The event began with
the hoisting of the national
flag by the TPCC chief and
the AICC in-charge at the
Rangapur intersection,
following which the
padayatra was formally
launched.The rally
witnessed a massive
turnout, with people
thronging the streets and
surrounding the Brahmarath
carrying the leaders.

Vehicles lined up for
kilometres, reflecting the
unprecedented enthusiasm
of the public.Addressing the
gathering, Mahesh Kumar
Goud said that the Congress
Party’spadayatratraditionis
a testament to its deep
engagement with the people.

“Bharat Jodo Yatra
helped us understand the
country’s real situation
geographically and socially.
This Janhita Padayatra is
being carried out as per
AICC directives to learn
what more the people want
along with the welfare
schemes already being
implemented,” hesaid.

He criticised the
previous BRS government,
alleging that former Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao (KCR) left Telanganain
heavy debt, and highlighted
that the current Congress
government is pursuing
both welfare and
development initiatives

while repaying that debt.
He said the state had
received investmentsworth
Rs 1.80 lakh crore, an
unprecedented figure in
Telangana's history. “ Since
coming to power, we have
provided 65,000jobsand will
soon provide 35,000 more.
Congress has been
entrusted with ending family
rule in the state,” he
asserted.Mahesh Kumar
Goud also emphasised that
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy and his cabinet are
constantly among the
people, while hailing Rahul
Gandhi asthe guiding force
of the nation. He appealed
to BJPleadersto support the
demand for 42 percent BC
reservations and join the
Congress delegation in
Delhi onAugust 5, 6, and 7.
He also took a jibe at BRS
leader K. Kavitha,
questioning her relevancein
the reservation issue and
mocking her attitude.

Piyush Goyal trashes Trump's

India "dead economy" statement

CommerceMinister Piyush Goyal today trashed US
President Donald Trump's description of India as a
"dead economy" and said that in less than a decade,
India came out of 'Fragile Five' becoming the fastest-
growing economy of the world.Making a suo motu
statement in both Houses of Parliament, Piyush Goyal
said "On the basisof the hard work of reforms, farmers,
MSMEs and industrialists, we have come in the top
five economies of the world from the 11th largest
economy".The Minister expressed confidence that in

afew years, Indiawould b (See on page 2)

Trump announces "Massive" oil
partnership with Pak

The United States and Pakistan have reached a
new agreement aimed at reducing tariffsfor |slamabad
and launching a joint effort to develop Pakistan's
untapped oil reserves, officials from both countries
confirmed.US President Donald Trump announced the
deal inapost on his Truth Social platform, stating that
hisadministration had finalized anew tradeframework

with Pakistan. ( See on page 5)

I
Grand welcome for Divya
Deshmukh in Nagpur

Young chess prodigy, Divya Deshmukh, who
recently became the FIDE Women’sWorld Chess Cup
2025 Champion in Batumi, Georgia, received agrand
welcome in Nagpur. The celebration began at Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar International Airport, where
Divyaarrived to an grand reception.

(See on page 7)

PM Modi, UAE President
reaffirm commitment to ...

7=
PrimeMinister NarendraModi has spokento UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, with
both leaders reaffirming their commitment to further
strengthen the bilateral comprehensive strategic
partnership, an official statement said today.
(See on page 8)
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On the Occasion of upcoming Ganeshotsav;
Appeal for environmentally friendly

\

(By Rajesh Undi)

Bhiwandi, Julu 31 : Joint
meeting of Administrator
and Commissioner with
Ganesh Mandal, Police
Department and various
agencies on the occasion of
upcoming Ganeshotsav -
Appeal for environmentally
friendly Ganeshotsav and
useof artificial lakes

Ganeshotsav festival
will be celebrated from 27/
08/2025 to 06/09/2025. For
this, a joint meeting was
organized under the
chairmanship of Hon'ble
Administrator and
Commissioner Shri. Anmol
Sagar (B.P.S.) with the
officers of the Police
Department, officers of
the Torrent Department,
Chairman and members
of the Public
Ganeshotsayv
Mahamandal, Bhiwandi
and the officers of the
concerned departments
of the Municipal
Corporation. In this
meeting, the Chairman of
the Public Ganeshotsav
Mahamandal, Madan
Bhoi and the members
mentioned various
matters in the meeting
and requested to
complete them before
Ganeshotsav. Thesemainly
include repair of theroad on
the Ganesh arrival and
immersion route, repair of

Ganeshotsav and use of artificial lakes
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the Ganeshimmersion ghat,
pond, safety insurance for
lifeguardsontheimmersion
ghat, giving proper
remuneration and good
food to the lifeguards on
the immersion ghat,
immediately issuing the
necessary permits to the
mandals, making electricity
arrangements on the
Ganesh arrival and
immersion route, removing
encroachments on the
Ganesh arrival and
immersion route, and
providing rafts, cranes,
liftersas per the demand of
the Ganesh mandal on the
immersion ghat.”

On behalf of the police
department, Assistant
Commissioner of PoliceMr.
Sachin Sangle informed
about the action being
taken by the department
regarding law and order. He
also appealed to the police
to cooperate in
celebrating Ganeshotsav
peacefully and
harmoniously.”

After that, Hon.
Administrator and
Commissioner Mr. Anmol
Sagar while guiding the
attendees said that the
demands made by us will
definitely be fulfilled
through the Municipal
Corporation and the
police system. We have
also started the road

work on the Ganesh
arrival and immersion
route and have deployed
route officers at every
place and the
administration will be
paying full attentiontoit.
Thework of repairing the
immersion ghats is also
underway, we will spray
potassium permanganate
in Varhaldevi Lake 10
days before Ganeshotsav
to clean the water. It was
also informed that the
garbage of theimmersion
ghats will be collected
daily and sprayed with

disinfectant and
deodorant there,
arrangements of

Nirmalya Kalash at all
the immersion ghats
and near the artificial
lakes, and that care will
be taken to ensure that
the power supply in
the city is not
interrupted during the
Ganeshotsav period.
He also appealed to
Ganesh devotees to use
asmany artificial lakesas
possible for Ganapati
immersion. The
Commissioner stated that
artificia lakeswill bemade
available at various places
for this.

At the same time,
instructions have been
given to all the Ganesh
Mandals in the city that

Two soldiers from Punjah
martyredinladakhlandslide:
final farewell today

Chandigarh, July 31
(UNI) : Inatragicincident,
two soldiers from Punjab,
Lieutenant Colonel Bhanu
Pratap Singh from
Pathankot and Naik Daljit
Singhfrom Gurdaspur, were
martyred in a landslide in
Ladakh while on duty. The
incident occurred on
Wednesday morning when
amassiverock fell on their
military vehicle as they
weretraveling from Durbuk
to Chongtash in a convoy.
Their vehicle was severely
damaged.

Naik Daljit Singh had
served in the Army for
nearly 9 yearsand had been
saving to build his dream
home. In a tragic twist of
fate, the news of his
martyrdom reached the
family onthevery day they
finalized a mason for the
construction.

Three other Army
officers: Major Mayank
Shubham (14 Sind Horse),
Major Amit Dixit, and
Captain Gaurav (60 Armed)
were also injured in the
incident. They arecurrently
undergoing treatment at the
153 General Hospital in
Leh, where their condition
isreported to be stable.

Grief descended over
Pathankot and
Shamsherpur village, the
native places of the two
martyrs. Naik Daljit Singh's
family and villagers are
inconsolable. Locals
remember Ddljit asapatriot
from a young age who
fulfilled his dream of
serving the nation by
joining the Army. He had
been posted in Ladakh for
several years.

Daljit's father, Gulzar
Singh, said, “Around 3:30
pm, Army personnel came
to our house and informed
usabout theincident. My
son had returned to duty
three months ago after
leave. Just two days ago,
he spoke to us about his
plans to build a house
and asked me to find a
good mason. We finalized
one yesterday, but today
we received this tragic
news. We're in shock. He
had saved money for the
house over 8-9 years of
service.”

Hismother, Gurjit Kaur,
tearfully recounted, “He
called two daysago, saying
he was fine but busy. He
was excited about building
the house after the

monsoons and asked us to
find a mason. We did, but
now everything is left
incomplete.”

Daljit was the primary
support for his parents, two
sisters, and a brother, who
works in Dubai. The
family’sfinancial condition
is modest, and their home
isin poor condition. Daljit
had been saving diligently
to build a new house.

Pathankot’s Bhanu
Pratap Singh had recently
been  promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel, a
moment of pride for his
family. His sudden
martyrdom has left them
shattered.

The mortal remains of
both soldiers will be
brought from Ladakh to
Pathankot Airbase today.

Naik Ddljit Singh’sbody
will then be taken to his
native village,
Shamsherpur, while
Lieutenant Colonel Bhanu
Pratap Singh’sremainswill
betakento hisresidencein
Pathankot. Bothwill belaid
to rest with full military
honors, including a guard
of honour and floral
tributes by the Army and
district administration.

they should celebrate
Ganeshotsav  in  an
environmentally friendly
manner. Thermocol and
plastic bags should not be
used in the 20 to 30 meter
area of the pavilion.
Garbage from the pavilion
will be collected daily and
disinfectant and deodorant
will be sprayed there
through the Municipal
Corporation.

Additional
Commissioner Vittha Dake,
Sixth Police Commissioner
Bhiwandi East Sachin
Sangle, Chairman of the
Public Ganeshotsav
Mahamandal Shri. Madan
Bhoi and members of the
Mahamandal, Deputy
Commissioner
(Headquarters) Vikram
Darade, Deputy
Commissioner  (Tax)
BalkrishnaKshirsagar, City
Engineer Jamil Patel,
Bhiwandi Transport
Department Ananta Wagh,
Senior Police Inspector and
Municipal Corporation
officerswere present inthe
meeting.

An appeal was made by
the Hon'ble Administrator
and Commissioner to
celebrate this year's
Ganeshotsav  in  an
environmentally friendly
manner and cooperate with
the Municipal Corporation
and the police forces.

Putin signs law
allowing
investigators to
suspend bank
transactions by

suspects
Moscow, July 31 (UNI)
Russian  President

Vladimir Putinhassigned a
law granting investigators
the right to suspend bank
account transactions by
suspects for up to 10 days
if it is proven that the
accounts were used for
criminal  purposes.The
document published on the
government's web portal of
legal acts on Thursday
supplements the Russian
Crimind ProcedureCodewitha
newArtide1152. Underthelaw,
investigators may suspend
IS bark rarsdios with the
congat of thar senior offioer, in
caedf anemargancy, ariftherels
evidence that bank accounts,
depodts dedronic money, and
money paid for
communication services are
being usadfor aimind edtivities
Thelavsupplematsanatidecs
the Rusdan Crimind Proosdure
Code, which gtipulates that
transaction and
telecommunications
operators must provide the
information on transactions
within three days since the
date the money has been
received or within the
period stated in a request
from law enforcement.

Glory ceremony held by Zilla Parishad on the occasion
of service of District Collector Ashok Shingare

(By Rajesh Undi)

Thane, Julu3l: A
glory ceremony was
organized by Zilla
Parishad Thane on the
occasion of the service of
District Collector and
District Magistrate, Thane
Ashok Shingare at the
ZillaParishad Office,
Thane. Officers, Heads of
Departments and
employeesof Zilla
Parishad were present in
this program and
expressed their warm
feelings and gratitude.

At the beginning of
the program, Ashok
Shingareand hiswife
SmitaShingarewere
welcomed by Rohan
Ghuge, Chief Executive
Officer of ZillaParishad,
and Chhayadevi Shisode,
Project Director of District
Rural Devel opment
System.”

After this, Deputy
Chief Executive Officer
Avinash Fadtare
presented the
introduction of the
program and expressed
his gratitude for the
leadership, effective
policy implementation and
overall administrative
efficiency of the District
Collector during his
tenurein Thane district.

On this occasion, a
special video and photo
presentation tracking the
remarkablework in
various areas of
administration in Thane
district was made,
which showcased
various important
schemes, initiatives and
active participation
during the tenure of
District Collector
Shingare.

On this occasion,
Chief Executive Officer
Rohan Ghuge expressed
his gratitude for the
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valuable cooperation and

guidance provided by the
District Collector to al the
officers and employees

whileworkinginthe

administrationinavery
emotional manner and
expressed his best wishes

for the future.

After this, inthe
emotional session on
behalf of various officers
of the Zilla Parishad,
Project Director
Chhayadevi Shisode,

Additional Chief

Executive Officer Ajinkya
Pawar, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer (Gram
Panchayat) Pramod Kale,
aswell asvarious
department heads

expressed their feelings
and appreciated the
cooperative, guiding and
inspiring leadership of the
District Collector. After
this, the Chief Executive
Officer felicitated District
Collector Ashok Shingare
withamemento.“ While
expressing hisfeelings,
Ashok Shingare
highlighted his service
experiences. He
emotionally mentioned the
close relationship he had
with Thane district and
expressed special
gratitudeto al the
colleagues, officers and
employeesof the Zilla
Parishad.

He mentioned that it

was only because of the
cooperation given by
everyone in the progress
of the district that the
government work could
be carried out effectively.

At the end of the
program, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer (Gram
Panchayat) Pramod Kale
thanked the dignitaries
and attendees.

This ceremony gave
the ZillaParishad an
opportunity to bid a
respectful farewell to the
service of adutiful, far-
sighted and people-oriented
adminigrativeofficer.
Officersand employees of
the ZillaParishad were
present on this occasion.

Piyush Goyal trashes Trump's
India "dead economy” statement

New Delhi, July 31 (UNI)
: CommerceMinister Piyush
Goyal today trashed US
President Donald Trump's
description of India as a
"dead economy" and said
that in less than a decade,
India came out of 'Fragile
Five' becoming the fastest-
growing economy of the
world.Making a suo motu
statement in both Houses
of Parliament, Piyush Goyal
said "On the basis of the
hard work of reforms,

farmers, MSMEs and
industrialists, we have
come in the top five
economies of the world
from the 11th largest
economy".The Minister
expressed confidence that
inafew years, Indiawould
become the third largest
economy intheworld.
"Today, global
institutions and
economists see India as a
bright spot in the global
economy,” Goyal added.He

ITBP, Dept of Biotechnology
join hands to hoost health

New Delhi, July 31 (UNI) : In amgjor step towards
improving the health and wellbeing of jawans posted in
difficult high-altitude terrains, the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) today signed an agreement with the
Department of Biotechnology (DBT).

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was
signed here in presence of Rgjesh S Gokhale, Secretary,
DBT, Rahul Rasgotra, Director General, I TBP and other
senior officials, an official statement said.

This collaboration aimsto use modern biotechnol ogy
to solve the unique health and environmental challenges
faced by ITBP personnel serving in some of the world’s
toughest and coldest border areas.

Key areas of focusinclude better healthcarefor jawans
that includetackling problemslike high-altitude sickness,
low oxygen (hypoxia) and extreme cold conditions.

The other areas include advanced medical support
such as bringing diagnostic tools and telemedicine to
remote border posts; research into improved diets, stress
relief methodsand geneti ¢ studies for better adaptation
to harsh climates.Through this partnership, both
organisations will work together on studies to
understand how high altitudes affect the body and
mind, development of special nutrition packs and
emergency medical kitsand cold-weather health gear.

said that the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry is
engaged with all
stakeholders, including
exporters and industry for
taking feedback of their
assessment of this
situation."Government
attaches utmost importance
to  protecting and
promoting the welfare of
our farmers, workers,
entrepreneurs, exporters,
MSMEsand all sections of
industry. We will take all

necessary steps to secure
and advance our national
interest," he said.

Piyush Goyal's
statement came a day after
Trump described Indiaasa
"dead economy".

The US President had
said on his social media
platformthat both Indiaand
Russia could take their
"dead economies down
together" and added that
US had concluded a trade
deal with Pakistan.

Four held in Rs 100 crore
pan-=India cyber fravd case

New Delhi, July 31 (UNI)
A pan-India cyber fraud
syndicate was busted and
four key accused allegedly
involved in duping people
through fake online
investment platforms were
arrested by the Cyber Cell
of Delhi Police's Crime
Branch, officialssaid today.

According to police
sources, the case was
registered on the complaint
of abusinessman who was
allegedly cheated of ?48.35
lakhviaafraudulent trading
website fxprovip.com. He
was lured into investing
through Facebook
M essenger and
WhatsApp.The arrested
accused have been
identified as Sunny Mishra
(22), Kuldeep Kumar (25),
Gaurav (20), and Sumit

Pradhan (27).

Police said the gang
used multiple “mule”’ bank
accounts opened in the
names of vulnerable
persons to transfer and
withdraw defrauded money.
Over 23 bank accounts
linked to the group have
been identified, and
additional accounts are
currently under
verification.

"Investigation revealed
that Gaurav arranged
multiplefake bank accounts
and handed over
credentials to Sumit
Pradhan, who is employed
at a reputed Bank, and
facilitated large-scale cash
withdrawals, and bypassed
al the verification proce-
edings during opening of
account,” police said.
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Cong all set to launch
“Janahita” Padayatra
from Parigi today

Hyderabad, July 31 (UNI) TelanganaPradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) President and ML C Mahesh Kumar
Goud is set to launch the party’s “Janahita’ Padayatra
and Shramadanam program thisevening.

The padayatrawill commenceat 1700 hoursfrom Perigi
in Rangareddy district and will continue for four days,
culminating in Khanapur on August 4.AICC in-charge
Meenakshi Natarajan will join Mahesh Kumar Goud in
the inaugural phase of the walkathon, which is aimed at
taking the devel opment andwefareinitiativesof theCongress
government under Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy to the
people.The program also seeks to strengthen the party
organisation and gear up for the upcoming local body
elections.The starting point of the padayatra has been
decked up with cutouts and flex banners, and Congress
workersareexpected to participateinlarge numbers. Thefirst
phase of the “ Janahita’ Padayatrawill cover the stretch from
Parigi to Khanapur under the supervision of the TPCC.

TheIndravati river flowsin spate after rainfall, at Chitrakote waterfall, in Bastar district, Chhattisgarh onThursday.

Ananth Technologies deliver nine critical
sub systems for NISAR satellite mission

Hyderabad, July 31
(UNI) : Hyderabad-based
Ananth  Technologies
Limited (ATL), a leading
namein India s space sector
and atrusted partner of the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) for
over three decades,
announced today its proud
contribution to the
successful launch of the
NASA-ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar (NISAR)
satellite. The satellite was
launched aboard the GSLV-
F16 launch vehicle on
Wednesday.

ATL delivered atotal of
nine critical subsystems,
manufactured at its world-
classprivate-sector satellite
facilities. These included
the control system, power
system, dual gimbal

Cyber fraud SIM
box racket
busted in
Mancherial;

four arrested

Mancherial, July 31
(UNI) : Inamgor crackdown
on cyber financid fraud, the
Telangana Cyber Security

Bureau (TGCSB), in
coordination with the
Department of

Telecommunications and
Ramagundam Police, busted
an illegal SIM box setup
operating from Jannaram
Mandal in Mancherial
district.

Four individuals were
arrested, and five SIM box
devices, over 230 SIM
cards, a laptop, mobile
phones, and related
hardware were seized.

A statement from the
DGP office said on
Thursday that the racket
was being run under the
directions of the
absconding prime accused,
Polavalsula Sai Krishna
alias Jack.

The accused allegedly
procured large numbers of
unverified SIM cards to
route  internet-based
international calls as local
ones, facilitating financial
fraud and evading
detection. Preliminary
investigation revealed links
to cybercrime hubs in the
Golden Triangle region,
including Cambodia and
Myanmar.The arrested
individuals have been
remanded to 14 days’
judicial custody.

TGCSB has urged
citizens to  report
suspicious calls or
fraudulent activity to the
cybercrimehelpline 1930 or
viawww.cybercrime.gov.in.

antenna, mainframe and
payload DC-DC converters,
and MARK-3 star sensor
packages.

In a press release, Dr.
Subba Rao Pavuluri,
Chairman & Managing
Director of Ananth
Technologies, remarked,
“We are proud to be major
contributor in another
landmark missioninIndia’s
space journey. ISRO’s
successinspiresall of usin
the space ecosystem to
continue striving for
excellenceand innovation.”

He said, NISAR has
been launched onboard
GSLV-F16 launch vehicle.
ATL is proud to be part of
this mission by
contributing many critical
avionic packagesto GSLV
F-16 and NISAR and ATL

extends its heartiest
congratulations to the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on
successful launch of
NASA-ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar (NISAR)
Satellite.

‘Ananth Technologies
was responsible for the
assembly, integration, and
testing of  various
subassemblies for the
GSLV-F16 mission. The
company delivered 14
critical subsystems,
including the Interface
Unit, Power Modules, Data
Acquisition  Systems,
Electro-mechanical
Actuator Systems,
Telemetry Transmitters,
and Stage Control
Electronic Units', hesaid.

ATL aso executed the

complete electrical
integration of all four L40
decks, encompassing
harnessing and functional
testing. The electrical
harnessing of the GS1
structure covered multiple
components, including
Housings 1, 2, and 3, the
CBS structure, GS1 wire
tunnel, IS 1/2M deck, and
IS 1/2M structure, he
added.

Partner with ISRO for
over three decades, ATL is
contributing cutting-edge
solutions in satellite
systems, launch vehicle
components, and mission-
critical technologiesand to
date, ATL has contributed
to the success of 105
satellites and 85 launch
vehicles for India's space
programs.Thelaunch of the

Raj Bhavan invites entries for logo,
tagline, and poster contest for Telangana

Hyderabad, July 31
(UNI) Raj Bhavan,
Hyderabad, has announced
a nationwide creative
contest inviting entries for
logo design, taglinewriting
and poster preparation for
the upcoming “ Telangana—
North East India Connect:
A Techno-Cultural
Festival.” The festival,
which aims to strengthen
cultural and technological
tiesbetween Telanganaand
the eight North Eastern
states Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim and
Tripura— will be held in
two phasesfrom November
2510 27 and December 2to

4, 2025, in Hyderabad.
Eminent personalitiesfrom
thefieldsof technology and
culture from both regions
are expected to participate
in the event.

The entries for the
contest must reflect the
spirit of cultural unity,
technological innovation
and mutual exchange
between Telanganaand the
North Eastern states.
Participants may submit
their logo, tagline or poster
entries by email to
telangananort
heastconnect@gmail.com
with the subject line* Entry
for Logo/Tagline/Poster —
[Your Name].” Each entry
should be accompanied by

the participant’s full name,
age, occupation, contact
details, an ID or address
proof, and a brief note of
50-100 words explaining
the concept behind the
submission. The last date
for sending entries is
August 15, 2025.

Raj Bhavan has also
announced prize money for
the winners. The best logo
design will carry aprize of
Rs 15,000, the best tagline
will receiveRs 5,000, and the
best poster design will get
Rs20,000. Completedetails
of the contest are available
onthe Raj Bhavan website:
VWwWgovernartdanganagovin,
a Raj Bhavan communi-
que said on Thursday.

Justice Pinakini Ghosh Commission
submits Kaleshwaram project
inquiry report to Telangana Govt

Hyderabad, July 31
(UNI) : Justice Pinakini
Ghosh Commission on
Thursday submitted its
inquiry report on the
Kaleswaram Multi-Level
Lift Irrigation Project to
Rahul Bojja, Principal
Secretary of the Irrigation
Department. The report will
now be forwarded to Chief
Secretary K Ramakrishna
Rao for further action.

The  Commission,
constituted by the
Telangana government on
March 14, 2024, probed the
structural and operational
issues in the Medigadda,
Annaram, and Sundilla

barrages over 15 months.
During itsinquiry, the panel
questioned several people
and recorded their
statements.

Theinquiry followsthe
sinking of piers at the
Medigadda barrage in late
2023, along with seepage
problems at the Annaram
and Sundilla barrages.
After the Congress
government assumed office
in December 2023, it ordered
a vigilance probe and a
study by the National Dam
Safety Authority (NDSA).
The preliminary vigilance
report highlighted serious
flaws in the project’s

execution.Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, during an
Assembly debate, had
assured that a judicial
inquiry  would be
conducted. Subsequently,
the government formed the
Commission under Justice
PC Ghosh, former Chief
Justice of the undivided
Andhra Pradesh High
Court, retired Supreme
Court judge.Although the
Commissionwasoriginally
tasked to submititsreport by
the end of July, its deadline
wasextended to dlow for Site
inspections, cross-exami-
nations, and review of
vigilanceand NDSA reports.

NISAR satellite marks a
pioneering mission,
representing a significant
collaboration between two
leading space agencies—
NASA and ISRO.

NISAR is a global
microwaveimaging mission
that operatesin both L- and
S-bands, equipped to
capture fully polarimetric
and interferometric data.

It is designed to
generate a vast volume of
high-resolution data daily,
offering valuable insights
for scientists, disaster
management teams,
policymakers, and
environmental researchers.

The satellite will be
placed in anear-polar orbit
at an altitude of
approximately 743 km and
will completeafull scan of

the Earth every 12 days.
NISAR satellite
underscores ISRO's
unwavering dedication to
innovation and self-reliance
in space technology,
positioning India among
the elite nations.

Headquartered in
Hyderabad, ATL operates
advanced facilities in
Thiruvananthapuram for
the fabrication, assembly,
and testing of launch
vehicle subsystems and
satellites.

With its dedication to
precision engineering,
innovation, and reliability,
ATL continues to play a
vital role in India’s space
missions, furthering the
nation's  vision  for
technologica excdlence and
leederdnipingpeceexploraion.

Shoddy investigation/
Prosecution responsible for
acquittal in Malegaon
blast case: Owaisi

Hyderabad, July 31
(UNI) Deeply
disappointing over the
verdict in 2008 Malegaon
blast case, All IndiaMajlis-
e-lttehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) chief and
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi today said and
alleged it is deliberately
shoddy investigation and
prosecution is responsible
for the acquittal.

The special NIA court
in Mumbai acquitted all
seven accused, including
BJP MP Pragya Singh
Thakur and Lt. Col. Prasad
Purohit, citing lack of
credible evidence.

The blast, which
occurred in a Muslim-
dominated area of
Malegaon in Maharashtra,
clamedsixlivesandinjured
over 100 people.

"The six victims were
Namazis. They were
targeted for their religion, ”
Owaisi said in a statement
posted on social media.

After 17 years of the
blast, the Court has
acquitted all of the accused
for lack of evidence, theMP
said.

Will the Modi &
Fadnavis governments
appeal the judgement the
way they swiftly demanded
stay in the Mumbai train
blasts acquittals, he
questioned and asked " Will
Maharashtra’s “secular”
political parties demand
accountability? Who killed

the 6 people?Remember, in
2016 thethen prosecutor in
the case Rohini Salian went
on record to say that NIA
had asked her to “go soft”
on the accused, he said.

Remember,in2017, NIA
had tried to get Sadhvi
Pragyaacquitted. The same
person would go onto bea
BJP MP in 2019, said
Owais.

Karkare had uncovered
the  conspiracy in
Malegaon and was
unfortunately killed by
Pakistani terrorists in the
26/11 attacks, the MIM
President said.

The BJP MP went on
record saying that she had
cursed him and his death
was a consequence of his
curse, he tweeted

CENTRAL RAILWAY

MUMBAI DIVISION

Over Bridge (ROB) & LHS

For & on behalf of President of India,
Chief Engineer (C) RSP, Central Railway,
G. M. Building, 2nd Floor, CSMT Mumbai
400 001 invites e-bids at e-Procurement
website, http://www.ireps.gov.in for the
following work. Tender Notice No. & date -
CONS-RSP-03-2025 dated 29.07.2025,
Name of work - Construction of Proposed
Road Over Bridge (ROB) & LHS of 3 Nos.
ROBs (in lieu of LCs No-40, 96 & 120 on
GQ-GD route) in Bhusawal Division on
Central Railway. Approx cost of work -
Rs. 756560821.73/-, Bid Security - Rs.
3932800.00/-, Completion period - 24
months. Date & Time of closing:-
25/08/2025 at 11:00 Hrs. 1. Complete
information of above e-tender notice is
available on website http://www.ireps.gov.in.
2. Bids other than in the form of e-bids
shall not be accepted against the above
Tender. 3. Tender documents and
corrigendum issued from time to time are
available on the website at least 15 days
in advance of opening tender and may be
seen on this website.

SUN([317] Deputy Chief Engineer(C) RSP
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Microfabrication and
semiconductor
characterisation lab
inaugurated

Hyderabad, July 31 (UNI) :The International Institute
of Information Technology (I11T) — Hyderabad has
inaugurated the state-of-the-art * FablLab’ at its campus
heretoday. I11'T Hyderabad Director Prof. P JNarayanan,
after inaugurating the lab, said the lab has been made
possible by the support from the Department of Science
and Technology, under the Promotion of University
Research and Scientific Excellence (PURSE) scheme.

The Institute has been granted the project for the
development of biosensors and bio-actuators focused on
healthcare applications. Some of the microfabrication tools
availableinthefacility include UV lithography, sputtering,
spin coater and vacuum chamber, along with material
characterisation tools such as Scanning Electron
Microscope (SEM), Energy Dispersive X-ray Spectroscopy
(EDS) and optical profilometer, he said.

The facility also consists of semiconductor IC
Characterisation tools such as a probe station, Vector
Network Analyser (VNA), Vector Signal Generator (V SG),
signal analyser and oscilloscope, with the capability of
supporting measurementsin themillimetrewave (mmWave)
band, the Director added.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Aftab Hussain,
Coordinator for the PURSE grant for [11TH, said, “ Thiswill
beamajor boost for material scienceand VLSI researchin
I11'TH and will provide aplatform for external usersinthe
region to have access to specialised tools. Given that the
Government of India has recognised indigenous
semiconductor chip fabrication as an important step
towards reducing dependence on imports, one of the
objectivesof thisfacility isto train skilled manpower inthe
domain of semiconductor fabrication and characterisation.
With the inauguration of this lab, we are now looking
forward to conducting courses and workshopsto that end.

Sridhar Babu opens
modern consular waiting
area at US Consulate

Hyderabad, July 31
(UNI) :Telangana IT and
Industries Minister
Duddilla Sridhar Babu on
Thursday said that every
initiative of the Telangana
Government is aimed at
improving the lives of its
people. He was speaking
after formally inaugurating
the ‘Telangana State
Consular Waiting Area,” a
state-of-the-art facility
constructed by the
Telangana  Industrial
Infrastructure Corporation
(TGIIC) at acost of Rs 1.5
crore at the US Consulate
Genera in Hyderabad.

Highlighting the need
for thefacility, Sridhar Babu
said that over 3,000 people
visit the US Consulate in
Hyderabad every day and
many of them have faced
difficulties due to the
absence of proper waiting
arrangements.” After afield
study, we created amodern
waiting area equipped with
world-classamenities. This
reflects our government’s

commitment to improving
not just the industrial and
technological landscape
but also the day-to-day
lives of our citizens,” he
said.The Minister noted
that the initiative also
underscores Telangana's
growing international
engagement. “Our
government is working
diligently to strengthen
bilateral relations with the
United States. America is
Telangana's leading trading
partner in pharma, aerospace,
electronics, and electric
vehiclesAround 38 per cent
of our IT exports go to North
America InJanuary done, US
companiesinvesed Rs31,500
crore in the state, creating
30,000new jobs,” hepointed
out.He added that the new
facility will not only support
business interactions but
also enhance people-to-
people connections between
Telangana and the US. US
Consul Generd Jamnifer Larson
and other officid sparticipated
intheinaugural program.
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}_MAULANA AZAD NATIONAL URDU UNIVERSITY I
A Central University under Ministry of Education ey
Government of India :

Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE)
(Formerly Directorate of Distance Education-DDE)

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-26

Online Applications are invited for Admission to the following Open &
Distance Learning (ODL Mode) Programmes for Academic year
2025-2026, academic session beginning from July-Aug 2025:

1. M.A.(Urdu) 12. Diploma in Journalism & Mass

2. M.A. (Hindi) Communication

3. M.A. (English) 13. Diploma in Teach English

4. M.A. (Arabic) 14. Di|:iI¢:E|‘r;a intI_EarIy Childhood Care
N an ucation

5. MA.(History) 15. Diploma in School Leadership and

6. M.A. (Islamic Studies) Management

7. MBA 16. Diploma in Employability Skills

8. B.Ed 17. Diploma in Urdu

9. Bachelor of Arts (Hons) 18. Certificate in Functional English

10. Bachelor of Commerce (Hons)| 19, Certificate in Proficiency in Urdu

11. Bachelor of Science (Hons) through English

The E-prospectus and Online Application form shall be available at
manuu.edu.in/dde (ADMISSION Portal:manuuadmission.
samarth.edu.in). The form is to be submitted online with registration
fee and on successful verification of documents, the programme fee
is to be paid as given in the Prospectus 2025-26. For further details,
candidates may contact Student Support Unit (SSU) Helplines
040-23008463 or 040-23120600 (Extn. 2207 & 2208) from 9:30am
to 5:30 pm. The candidate may also contact any of the MANUU
Regional Centres/Sub-Regional Centres located at New Delhi,
Kolkata, Bangalore, Mumbai, Patna, Darbhanga, Bhopal, Srinagar,
Ranchi, Amravati, Hyderabad, Jammu, Nuh, Varanasi and Lucknow
for further information or visit website manuu.edu.in/dde.
« Last date for submission of the online application form for Entrance
based Programmes-B.Ed and MBA is 20th August, 2025
« Last date for submission of the online application form for other
programmes is 14th September, 2025.
« Last date for payment of admission fee is 15th September, 2025 on
or before 23:59 hours.
Director, CDOE

Registrar
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Dementia diagnosis
delayed by average
3.5 yrs, early
detection must

A new study led by researchersat University
College London (UCL) has highlighted a
worryingtrendindementiacareglobdly: people
with dementiaare diagnosed, on average, 3.5
yearsafter symptomsfirst emerge, andthedelay
isevenlonger— 4.1 years— in casesof early-
onset dementia

Thefindingscomeat atimewhen dementia
ispoised to become one of the greatest health
and socia care challengesof the 21t century.

Aspopulationsageglobally —includingin
Indiawheregpproximatdy 8.8 millionindividuas
aged 60 and above are currently affected by
the condition -- the need for early detection,
integrated care models, and policy-backed
support systems has never been more urgent.

Published in the International Journal of
Geriatric Psychiatry, this is the first global
systemdticreview and meta-anaysisexamining
theaveragetimeto diagnosisin dementia, based
on data drawn from 13 studies conducted in
Europe, the United States, Australiaand China.
Collectively, these studies covered 30,257
participants.

Thereview evaluated thetimefrom thefirst
noticeable symptoms — reported either by
patientsthemselvesor their caregivers—toa
formal medical diagnosis of dementia.
According to the findings, early diagnosis
remainsasignificant unmet need in healthcare
systemsaround theworld.

“Timely diagnosis of dementiaremainsa
major global challenge, shaped by acomplex
set of factors,” said Dr. Vasiliki Orgeta, lead
author and researcher at UCL's Division of
Psychiatry. “ Only 50-65% of dementiacases
arediagnosedin high-incomecountries. Inmany
other countries, therateisevenlower.”

The analysis further found that younger
individuals and those with frontotemporal
dementiaaremorelikely to facelonger delays
indiagnosis. One of thereviewed studiesa so
indicated atrend of longer diagnostic delays
among Black patients, pointing towardspossible
racial or systemic disparities, although more
robust datais needed.

Severd contributing factorstothedelay were
identified. Theseincluded symptoms mistaken
for normal ageing, fear and stigmaassociated
with cognitivedecline, lack of public awareness,
incong stent referral pathwaysin hedth systems,
limited access to specialists and under-
resourced memory clinics, cultural andlinguigtic
barriersinclinica assessments.

“Symptomsof dementiaare often dismissed
or misunderstood, and the stigma attached to
it prevents many from seeking help,” added
Dr. Phuong L eung, co-author from UCL.

The authors have called for multi-
pronged strategiesto address the diagnostic
gap, including public awareness campaigns
to educate communities on early signs of
dementia and reduce stigma, training for
general practitionersand frontline clinicians
to better recognise and refer dementia cases
early, and improved access to memory
clinicsand culturally sensitive diagnostic
tools

“Timely diagnosisisnot merely aclinical
milestone—it determines access to
treatment, support services, and the
possibility of maintaining quality of life for
longer,” said Dr. Orgeta. “Delays come at a
human cost.”

Dementiaisnot asingledisease, but rather a
syndrome— agroup of symptoms affecting
memory, thinking, behaviour, and theahility to
perform everyday activities. It is caused by
damagetobraincdls whichinterfereswiththeir
normal communication and function.

InIndia, thenumber of peopleafflictingwith
dementiaisexpected to nearly double, reaching
an estimated 17 million by 2036, underscoring
the urgent need for strengthened healthcare
infrastructure and targeted interventions.

Housing market in tier-l
cities witnessed strong
surge in demand in H1GY25

(Sandard Post Bureau)

The Confederation of
Real Estate Developers’
Associations of India
(CREDAL), incollaboration
with CRE Matrix, has
unveiled the CREDAI India
Housing Report July 2025,
spotlighting a remarkable
surgein India’s residential
real estate market. The
report records a record-
breaking ?3.6 lakh crorein
primary housing sales
across Tier-1 cities in the
first half of Calendar Year
2025 (H1 CY 25), markinga
9% increase from Rs 3.3
lakh crore in H1 CY 24.
Despite a 4% decline in
unitssold (from 2.7 lakh to
2.54 lakh), a 14% rise in
averageticket sizefromRs
1.24 croreto Rs 1.42 crore
underscores a growing
consumer preference for
premium and luxury homes.

The report highlights
significant regional
variations, with the
National Capital Region
(NCR) leading the market
with a 26% revenue share,
fueled by a21% increasein
salesvaueand a32% surge
in average ticket size.
Luxury flats priced above
Rs 3 crore accounted for
73% of NCR's salesvalue,
despiteamodest volume of
25,000 units sold. The
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) followed
closely with a23% revenue
share, recording a 9%
growth in sales value and
75,000 units sold, with a
16% increase in average
ticket size. The share of
homes priced above 73.5
crore in MMR rose from

29% to 34%, reflecting a
strong tilt toward ultra-
premium housing.

In the south, Chennai
emerged as a standout
performer, achieving a23%
increasein salesvaluewith
11,000 unitssold and a12%
rise in average ticket size.
New launches in Chennal
grew from 14,000to 19,000
units, though the market
share of homes below 770
lakh dropped from 23% to
17%. Bengal uru maintained
steady growth with a 4%
increase in sales value and
30,000 units sold,
supported by a17%risein
ticket size. However, the
share of homes priced
between Rs701akh and 7Rs
1.5 croredeclined from 38%
to 32%. Hyderabad, while
recording a modest 2%
increasein salesvalue, saw
11% drop-in units sold
(30,000 wunits) but a
doubling of new launches
from 23,000t0 42,000 units,
indicating  developer
optimism despite slower
absorption.

Ahmedabad matched
NCR’s unit sales with
approximately 25,000 units
sold, posting a 10%
increase in sales value and
a7%riseinticket size. The
city saw a sharp declinein
new launches, from 31,000
to 11,000 units, yet
affordable homesunder Rs
70lakh gained a2% market
share, rising from 27% to
29%. Kolkata reported a
17% growth in sales value
with 10,000 units sold and
al%increaseinticket Size.
The market share of homes
above Rs 3 crore surged

from 14% to 26%, though
53% of themarket remained
below Rs 1.5 crore,
reflecting abalanced buyer
base. In contrast, Pune
faced challenges, with an
8.5% declinein salesvalue
and 14% drop-in unitssold
(45,000 wunits). New
launches in Pune fell from
61,000 to 39,000 units, and
themid-market segment (Rs
50 lakh— Rs 1 crore) saw a
5% declinein share, though
ticket sizesrose by 7%.
The decline in new
launches across most
cities, from 98,000 in H2
CY24t082,000inH1CY 25,
signals a cautious
approach by developers
amidrising costs. However,
the robust growth in
transaction values
highlights the sector’s
resilience and the
increasing premiumisation
of themarket.
Commenting on the
report and the evolving
market, Shekhar Patel,
President, CREDAI, said,
“We are witnessing a
decisive shiftin homebuyer
preferences across India.
The demand is clearly
moving towards larger,
better-located, and more
premium homes—reflecting
rising aspirations and
improved purchasing
power. A 21% growth in
NCR’s housing value,
despitelower volumes, isa
clear indicator that quality
and location are now more
important than quantity.
This trend is visible in
markets like Kolkata and
Chennai as well, where
value growth outpaces unit

sales. It marks a defining
moment for Indian real
estate—one shaped by
ambition, confidence, and
long-term vision. At
CREDAI, we remain
committed to working
closely with policymakers,
developers, and financial
institutions to support this
evolving market through
greater transparency,
sustainable practices, and
inclusive growth.”
Abhishek Kiran Gupta,
CEO & Co-Founder, CRE
Matrix, said, “India’sTier 1
housing markets have
entered a new phase of
value-driven growth. While
unit sales saw a marginal
dip in H1 CY’25, the 3.6
lakh crore in revenue—an
all-time high—signals a
clear consumer pivot
toward larger, more
premium homes. The 14%
rise in average ticket size
reflects this structural shift
in buyer sentiment. NCR
leading the charge with
26% revenue share,
followed by MMR, further
validates that aspiration
and affordability are
aligning at scale. As data
suggests, India’'s
residential real estate story
is no longer just about
quantity—it’s  about
quality, confidence, and
lifestyle.” India’s housing
market is moving in a
strong and positive
direction, with growing
demand for better and
bigger homes. The rise in
home values and buyer
interest shows a confident
and evolving real estate
landscape across cities.

Philippines President
Marcos to visit India
on August 4-8

New Delhi, July 31 (UNI) President of the Republic of
the Philippines, Ferdinand R Marcos Jr., will pay a state
visit to Indiafrom August 4 to 8, 2025, at the invitation of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.This will be President
Marcos's first official visit to India since assuming
office.Thevisit coincideswith the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between India and
the Philippines, an important milestone that reflects the
growing strategic and people-centric ties between thetwo
nations.According to the Ministry of External Affairs, the
President will be accompanied by First Lady Madame
LouiseAranetaMarcos, along with ahigh-level delegation
that includes Cabinet Ministers, senior government
officials, and leading representatives from the Philippine
business sector. In addition to high-profile engagements
in New Delhi, President Marcoswill also visit Bengaluru
before returning to the Philippines on August 8.

Thevisit isan "opportunity for both leadersto set the
path for future bilateral cooperation, and to engage on
regional and international issues of mutual interest”.

President Marcoswill hold bilateral talkswith PM Modi
in New Delhi on August 5 to discuss the full spectrum of
India-Philippines relations, with a focus on defense
cooperation, trade and investment, maritime security, and
regional developments.The Ministry of External Affairs
noted, “ India srelationswith the Philippinesareanintegral
pillar of our * Act East’ Policy, Vison MAHASAGAR, and
our broader Indo-Pacific outlook.” Diplomatic relations
between India and the Philippines were established in
November 1949. Both countries have since developed a
strong partnership across a wide spectrum of areas,
including trade and investment, defence and security,
maritime cooperation, agriculture, healthcare,
pharmaceuticals and digital technologies. The two
countries also engage closely at regional level, including
through India’s Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with
ASEAN.During thevisit, President Marcoswill also meet
President Droupadi Murmu. In addition, External Affairs
Minister Dr S Jaishankar will call onthevisiting leader.

DG Home Guard SBK Singh given
additional charge as Delhi Police

Commissioner

New Delhi, July 31(UNI) Senior IPSofficer SBK Singh
has been entrusted with the additional charge of
Commissioner of Police, Delhi, accordingto an official order
issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs today. Singh will
assumetheadditiona responsibility fromAugust 1.A 1988-
batch officer fromthe AGMUT cadre, Snghiscurrently serving
astheDirector Generd of HomeGuards, Dehi. Withthegpprovd
of the competent authority, hewill hold theadditiona charge of
Delhi Police Commissioner until further orders.

TRAI Assesses Network Quality Across
Visakhapatnam Gity and Goastal Gorridor

(Sandard Post Bureau)
The Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (TRALI) released its
Independent Drive Test
(IDT) findings for the
AndhraPradesh Licensed
Service Area (LSA),
covering extensive city
routes of Visakhapatnam
City and coastal corridor in
the month of June 2025.
The drive tests, conducted
under the supervision of
the TRAI Regional Office,
Hyderabad, were designed
to capturerea-world mobile
network performance
across diverse usage
environments-  Urban
Zones, I nstitutional
Hotspots, Coastal and rural
residential areasetc.
Between 10" June
2025 to 13™ June 2025,
TRAI teams conducted
detailed tests across 342.9
Kms of city drive
test,3.6Kms of walk
test,19Kmsof coastal
corridor drive test and 8
Hotspot locations.
Technologies evaluated
included 2G 3G, 4G, and 5G,
reflecting the service

experience of users across
multiple handset
capabilities. Thefindingsof
the IDT have been
intimated to al the TSPs
concerned.

Key
Assessed:

a) Voice Services: Call
Setup Success Rate
(CSSR), Drop Call Rate
(DCR), Cdll Setup Time, Cdll
Silence Rate, Speech
Quality (MOS), and
Coverage.

b) Data Services:
Download/Upload
Throughput, Latency, Jitter,
Packet Drop Rate, and
Video Streaming Del ay.

The overall mobile
network performance in
Visakhapatnam city is
summarized below:

Call Setup Success
Rate - Airtel, BS\L, RJIL
and VIL have 99.15%,
95.55%, 99.83% and
96.83% call setup success
rate respectively in Auto-
selection mode (5G/4G/
3G/2G).

Drop Call Rate-Airte,
BSNL, RJIL and VIL have
drop call rate 0.00%, 4.66%,

Parameters

0.00% and 0.34%
respectively in Auto-
selection mode (5G/4G/3G/
26).
5G data services:
Maximum average
download throughput of
204.91 Mbps and upload
throughput of 20.49 Mbps.
Performance against
key QoS parameters.
CSSR: Call Setup
Success Rate (in %), CST:
Call Setup Time (in
seconds), DCR: Drop Call
Rate (in %) &M OS: Mean
Opinion Score
Summary-Data
services
Data Download
performance
(Overall):Average
download speed of Airtel
(5G/4G/2G) 15118.93 Mbps,
BSNL (4G/3G/2G) is1.84
Mbps, RJIL (5G/4G) is
204.91 Mbpsand VIL (5G/
4G/2G) i1s33.01 Mbps.
Data Upload
performance (Overall):
Average upload speed of
Airtel (5G/4G/2G) is20.49
Mbps, BSNL (4G/3G/2G) is
2.92Mbps, RIL (5G/4G) is
18.02MbpsandVIL (5G/AG/

2G)is6.41 Mbps.
Data performance -

Hotspots(in M bps):

Airtel- 4G D/L: 27.14
4GU/L:9.01

5GDIL:142.83 5GUIL:
18.76

BSNL-4GD/L:495 4G
U/L:6.99

RIL- 4GD/L:57.95 4G
U/L:10.39

5GD/L:169.05 5GUIL:
18.33

VIL- 4GD/L:2590 4G
U/L:8.86

5GDI/L:192.37 5GUIL:
2404

Note-“D/L" Download
speed, “U/L" Upload speed

Summary-Voice
services

Call Setup Success
Rate: Airtel, BSNL, RJIL
and VIL have 99.15%,
95.55%, 99.83% and 96.83%
call setup success rate
respectively in Auto-
selection mode (5G/4G/3G/
2G).
Call Setup Time:Airtd,
BSNL,RIL & VIL havecdl
setuptimeof 1.02, 2.22,0.88
and 0.73seconds
respectively in Auto-
selection mode (5G/4G/3G/

Sureddivanipalem,
Paravada, Yendada,
Madura Wada, Pendurthi,
Simhachalam, Gajuwaka,
Steel Plant, NTPC, NAD
junction, Airport, Naval
dockyard road etc.TRAI

26).
Drop Call Rate: Airtel,
BSNL, RJIL and VIL have
drop call rate0.00%, 4.66%,
0.00% and
0.34%respectively in Auto-
selection mode (5G/4G/3G/

26).
Call Silence/Mute
Rate:Airtel, BSNL, RJIL
and VIL have silence call
rate1.19%, 6.19%, 0.72%
and 2.18%respectively in
packet switched network
(4G/5G).

Mean Opinion Score
(MOS): Airtel, BSNL, RJL
andVIL haveaverageMOS
0f3.99, 2.53, 3.89 and
3.87respectively.

InVisakhapatnam City,
the assessment included
theareasof PuranaMarket,
Port main Road, Jail Road,
Siripuram Junction,MVP
Colony,Pedawaltair,
Chinawaltair,Maddilapaem,
Kailashgiri, Vizag
Viewpoint, Sagar Nagar
Beach, RushikondaBeach,
IT Park Beach, Beach Road,
Bheemunipatnam,
Gollalapalem,
Bangalametta,
Gurrampalem, Rampuram,

also evaluated real-world
conditionsat (i) Gazuwaka
Bus Depot, ii) Vizag RTC
Bus Complex iii)
Rushikonda Beach, iv)
ShreeRam Temple, v) ACA
Vizag Cricket Stadium, vi)
Vizag Railway Station, vii)
Vizag Steel Plant, viii)
VMRDA Kailash Giri to
reflect stationary user
experience.

The tests were
conducted using TRAI-
suggested equipment and
standardised protocols in
real-time environments.
The detailed report is
available at TRAI website
Www.trai.gov.in.

For any clarification/
information, Shri B.
Praveen Kumar, Advisor
(Regional Office,
Hyderabad) TRAI may be
contacted on email:
adv.hyderabad@trai.gov.in
oraTd.No.+91-40-23000761.

ITBP, Dept of Biotechnology join hands to hoost health & research

New Delhi, July 31 (UNI) In a mgjor step towards
improving the health and wellbeing of jawans posted in
difficult high-altitude terrains, the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) today signed an agreement with the
Department of Biotechnology (DBT).

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was
signed here in presence of Rajesh S Gokhale, Secretary,
DBT, Rahul Rasgotra, Director General, ITBP and other
senior officials, an official statement said.This

collaboration aimsto use modern biotechnology to solve
the unique health and environmental challenges faced by
ITBP personnel serving in some of the world’s toughest
and coldest border areas.K ey areas of focusinclude better
healthcare for jawansthat include tackling problemslike
high-altitude sickness, low oxygen (hypoxia) and extreme
cold conditions.The other areasinclude advanced medical
support such as bringing diagnostic toolsand telemedicine
to remote border posts; research into improved diets,

stress relief methods and genetic studies for better
adaptation to harsh climates.Through this partnership,
both organisations will work together on studies to
understand how high altitudes affect the body and mind,
development of special nutrition packs and emergency
medical kits and cold-weather health gear.This
partnership marks a big legp towardsensuring thet our brave
jawansget thebest possiblesupport whileguarding thenation's
borders under the most challenging conditions.
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Japan records highest
temperature in Hyogo

prefecture, crossing 41.2 Celsius

Kobe, July 31 (UNI) Japan recorded its highest
ever temperature yesterday, in the western prefecture
of Hyogo, according to the findings of the Japan
Meteorological Agency (JMA) reported today.

The mercury hit the above-human temperature of
41.2 degrees Celsius in the city of Tamba in Hyogo
Prefecture at 14:39 local time on Wednesday, beating
the previous high of 41.1 degrees Celsius marked in
Kumagaya City, Saitama Prefecture, in 2018 and in
Hamamatsu City, ShizuokaPrefecture, in 2020, the IMA
said.Meanwhile, FukuchiyamaCity in Kyoto Prefecture
and Maniwa City in Okayama Prefecture al so logged
extremely high temperatures of 40.6 degrees Celsius
and 40.2 degrees Celsius on Wednesday, respectively.

Assuch, Wednesday marked thefirst day thisyear
that temperatures of over 40 degrees Celsius were
recorded in the country.Last year, Mino City in Gifu
Prefecture hit that mark onAug. 16.

The weather agency said the ongoing heat wave
waslikely to continuein much of Japan from Saturday
through Monday, urging peopleto useair conditioners
and cooling fans properly and take fluids frequently.

At least 6 killed, 52 injured in

Russian raids on Ukrainian capital

Kiev, July 31 (UNI) : At least six peoplewerekilled
and 52 injured in Russian missile and drone strikeson
the Ukrainian capital early Thursday, said local
authorities.

Tymur Tkachenko, head of the Kiev City Military
Administration, wrote on Telegram that asix-year-old
boy was among the victims.

Theattack hit 27 locationsin the city and destroyed
part of a9-story apartment building, he said.

Kiev Mayor Vitali Klitschko said that another
apartment building was severely damaged in the
western Solomianskyi district.Rescue operationsat the
sites of the strikes are going on and the number of
victimsmay rise, according to Tkachenko.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky wroteon Telegram that Russialaunched more
than 300 drones and eight missiles at Ukraine on
Thursday, with most of them targeting Kiev.

Taiwan says reached consensus
with US on tariffs : Reports

Beijing, July 31 (UNI) : The United States and
Taiwan have completed technical consultations and
reached consensus on tariffs and non-tariff trade
barriers, Taiwan's Central News Agency (CNA)
reported on Thursday, citing Taiwanese government
spokeswoman MichelleLee.

Lee said that both sides "have reached a certain
level of consensus,” among other things, on issues
such as tariffs, non-tariff trade barriers, investment
and procurement, supply chain resilience, and
economic security, the news agency reported.

The government's position during the talks wasto
"protect national and industrial interests, and ensure
food security and public health,” the official said.

"Wewill firmly uphold our position," Lee said.

Negotiations between the parties on a joint
statement are ongoing, and a public report will be
submitted after the US government completes the
decision-making process, CNA reported.

OnApril 2, USPresident Donald Trump signed an
executive order imposing 10% reciprocal tariffs on
imports, with higher ratesfor 57 countriesstarting April
9, basad on UStrade deficits. Taiwanese goodswere st to
be subject to a 32% tariff. After over 75 countries sought
negotiations ingeed of retaliation, the 10% base rate
was applied for 90 days until July 9. Two days before
thedeadline, Trump extended the suspension of higher
tariffsto August 1, but notified several countries that
increased rates would apply from that date.

Indonesia, Japan, Peru lift
Tsunami warning after

Kamchatka earthquake

Jakarta, July 31 (UNI) : Indonesian, Japanese and
Peruvian meteorological agencies have lifted their
tsunami warnings issued following the massive
earthquakein Russia’'s Kamchatka, mediareported on
Thursday.

IndonesiasAgency for Meteorology, Climatology
and Geophysicslifted the tsunami warning at 11 p.m.
local time (16:00 GMT) on Wednesday. The magnitude
8.8 earthquake struck Russia's Kamchatka peninsula
earlier that day, sending waves acrossthe Indo-Pacific.
Indonesian authorities responded by issuing atsunami
warning and giving evacuation orders to residents of
coastal areasin five provinces.

The Japan Meteorological Agency lifted all
effective tsunami warnings on the Pacific coast on
Thursday, Japanese media reported. Its map now
shows only a tsunami forecast, which means small
changes in the sealevel, the NHK broadcaster said.

Peru's navy said that after the analysis and
assessment conducted by the National Tsunami
Warning Center, the tsunami warning on the Peruvian
coast had been canceled, adding that the agency
would continue to monitor the situation.Meanwhile,
Chile's National Service for Disaster Prevention and
Response (SENAPRED) said that the height of the
tsunami waves that had affected the country's coast
near thetown of Boyerucareached 2.5 meters (8.2 feet)
in one area. The service sadearlier that Chilehad began
evacuationinthe coastal zone of the continental part of
the country due to the threat of atsunami.

Indian Consul General in Shanghai
participates in FUDAN University
graduation ceremony for BRICS students

Beijing, July 31 (IANS) :
Consul General of Indiain
Shanghai, Pratik Mathur,
participated inthe FUDAN
University graduation
ceremony for studentsfrom
BRICS nations on
Thursday. He interacted
with studentsfrom Kashmir
and Delhi, who represented
Indiawith distinction.

In a post shared on X,
Consulate General of India
in Shanghai stated,
"lIgnited Minds for a
brighter future CG Pratik
Mathur participated in the
FUDAN University
graduation ceremony for
students from BRICS
countries and was pleased
to interact with Shri Rahil
Ayoub Thakur from
Kashmir and Shri Harshit
Bhardwaj from Delhi who
represented India with
distinction. The Voice of
our Youth continues to
drive change in the Global
South. Jai Hind Jai Bharat.”

Trump not
considering
clemency for
Ghislaine
Maxwell :
Reports

Washington, July 31
(UNI) USPresident Donald
Trump is not considering
clemency for Ghislaine
Maxwell, a convicted
associate of late sex
trafficker Jeffrey Epstein,
CNN reported  on
Thursday, citing a senior
USofficial.

"No leniency is being
given or discussed. That's
just false. The President
himself has said that
clemency for Maxwell isnot
something he is even
thinking about at thistime,"
theofficial said.

On Monday, Trump
said that he is alowed to
pardon Maxwell, but has
not been "approached" on
the matter. Earlier in July,
Maxwell's defense said she
would welcomeany form of
relief, though had not
sought it.

A New York court
sentenced Maxwell to 20
yearsin prison in 2022 for
her role in conspiring with
Epstein to sexually exploit
underage girls.

Last week, Maxwell
appealed to the US
Supreme Court to overturn
her sex-trafficking
conviction, saying that
Epstein's plea deal with

federal authorities
sheltered her from being
prosecuted.

US Deputy Attorney
General Todd Blanche and
other senior Justice
Department officials held
two daysof interviewswith
Maxwell onJuly 24-25 at the
federal courthouse in
Tallahassee, Florida.

The BRICS is a group
formed by 11 countries:
Brazil, Russia, India, China,
South Africa, Saudi Arabia,

Egypt, United Arab
Emirates, Ethiopia,
Indonesia, and Iran. The
BRICS partner countries
are: Belarus, Bolivia, Cuba,
Kazakhstan, Malaysia,
Nigeria, Thailand, Uganda,
and Uzbekistan.

Since January thisyear,
Brazil officially assumed the
BRICS chairmanship for
2025. Inits capacity as pro
tempore BRICS Chair, the
Government of Brazil
announced the formal
admission of Vietnam as a
partner country of the
group. Vietnam becomes
the tenth BRICS partner
country.

Earlier on July 26, the
Consulate General of India
in Shanghai launched its
“India Impressions” film
festival (with fully subtitled
National Award winning

movies) with a vibrant
screening of the acclaimed
Indian film 'Hellaro' at the
Consulate premises. A large
audience, including many
Chinese viewers,
distinguished Consul
Generals from various
countries, and members of
the Indian diaspora,
showcasing the growing
interest in Indian cinema
among Chinese audiences,
attended the event.

In the statement,
Consulate General of India
in Shanghai stated,
"Hellaro, a celebrated
Gujarati-language film
which won the National
Award for Best Feature
Film, captivated attendees
with its powerful narrative
of courageous women
seeking freedom and self-
expression in a traditional
society. Thefilm’sstunning
visuals, coupled with its
evocative music and dance,
highlighted the strength

Australia says recognition
of Palestine not a
question of ‘if’ but ‘when’

Canberra, July 31
(UNI) For Australia, the
recognition of Palestine as
a sovereign state is not a
question of ‘if’ but rather
of ‘when’, said Treasurer
Jim Chalmersfollowing
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese's statement on
Palestine'srecognition
being but a matter of time,
reports Timesof Israel.

“It’samatter of when,
not if, Australia
recognises a Palestinian
state... but | don’t want to
put atimeframeonit,”
Chamerstold public
broadcaster ABC, adding
that the treatment of
hostages and any
involvement of Hamas
terroristsin afuture
Palestinian state remained
major obstaclesfor
Canberra

Albanese, making his
stance clear said he had
also held acall with his
English counterpart Keir
Starmer, strongly
advocating a two-state
solution for Israel and
Palestine.

Following France's
recognition and under
much public duress,
Starmer said that London
will recognise asovereign
Palestinein September at
the United Nations
General Assembly —
unless Israel ended the
Gazawar and committed
to peace — in response to
growing public anger over
the reports of starving
childrenin Gaza. |srael
deniesthat thereisfamine
in the enclave and blames
UN agenciesfor not

distributing aid supplies
that are waiting at the
border.

Australia has not yet
made aformal decisionto
recognise Palestinian
statehood, though
Albanese supports
Israel’sright to exist
within secure borders as
well asdemandsfor
Palestinian sovereignty.

Currently, Canberra's
stanceincludes calling for
animmediate ceasefire,
release of hostages by
Hamas, and immediate
distribution of aid to the
devastated Gaza Strip.

“What wewill
continue to do is to put
forward aprincipled
position consistent with
our unwavering
commitment to thevision
of the two-state solution,”
Albanese said at a press
briefing.“Inanimmediate
sense, we continue to call
for a ceasefire. We
continueto call for
hostages to be released.
We continue to say that
Hamas can havenorolein
afuture Palestinian state,
and we continueto call for
aid to be allowed to the
peopleof Gaza.”

Israel has heavily
criticised the decision of
France, Canada, and the
UK to recognise
Palestinian sovereignty,
stating that their
recognition serves only to
reward Hamas' actionsin
2023, which hasled to the
death of more a huge
number of people so far,
and put the whole region
into turmoil.

and unity of its characters,
resonating deeply with the
diverse audience.""The
“India Impressions” film
festival aims to bring the
rich diversity of Indian
cinema to Chinese
audiences, fostering
cultural exchange and
deepening mutual
understanding between
India and China. This
inaugural event marks the
begnningof asriesof sreenings
that will showcesethevibrancy
and storytelling of Indian
films," it added.

In his opening remarks
at the event, Pratik Mathur
welcomed the audienceand
emphasised the role of
cinema in strengthening
cultural ties between India
and China. The significant
turnout of Chineseviewers
underscored the universal
appeal of Hellaro and the
growing curiosity about
Indian culturein Shanghai,
according to the statement.

Trump announces
"Massive" oil
partnership with Pak

Washington, July 31
(UNI) The United States
and Pakistan have
reached a new agreement
aimed at reducing tariffs
for 1slamabad and
launching ajoint effort to
develop Pakistan's
untapped oil reserves,
officialsfrom both
countriesconfirmed.

USPresident Donald
Trump announced the
deal in apost on his Truth
Socia platform, stating
that his administration
had finalized anew trade
framework with Pakistan.

Although he offered
few specifics, Trump
announced that the
agreement would involve
the development of
Pakistan's"massiveoil
reserves' in partnership
with a yet-to-be-selected
American oil company.

“We have just
concluded a deal with the
country of Pakistan,
whereby Pakistan and the
United Stateswill work
together on developing
their massiveail
reserves,” Trump wrote.
“We are in the process of
choosing the oil company
that will lead this
partnership. Who knows,
maybethey’ll beselling
oil to Indiasome
day!” Finance Minister
Mohammad Aurangzeb,
whoiscurrently in
Washington for afinal-
stage negotiations on a
tariff deal, aso began
meetingswith senior US
officials yesterday.

The Pakistani
delegation is keeping the
details of the talks under
wraps, but one official
said, “We hope to sign a
deal beforethe (Aug 1)
deadlineexpires,” The
Dawn reported.

“We hope to conclude
amutually beneficial trade
agreement... hopefully in
days, not in weeks,” said
Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar during arecent event
at the Atlantic Council in
Washington as reported
by the Pakistani
newspaper.

Dar, who wasrecently
in New York to address
the United Nations, said a
committee had been
formedtofinalisethe
terms of the proposed
deal.“Aslong aswe are
better than or equal to our
peers, we should be fine,”
Dar said.President Trump
madetheremarkson US-
Pakistan deal after he
announced a 25 percent
tariff, along with
additional penalties on
Indian imports, set to take
effect fromAugust 1. He
cited the UStrade deficit
with New Delhi and
India's continued
purchase of Russian oil as
key reasons behind the
move.

In his post, Trump aso
mentioned that he had
held discussions on trade
agreementswith several
world leaders, “al of
whom,” he said, “want to
make the United States
extremely happy.”

Over 200 cultural figures urge
German Chancellor to halt
arms exports to Israel : Reports

Berlin, July 31 (UNI)
Over 200 German cultural
figures in an open letter
called on the country's
chancellor, Friedrich Merz,
to hat armsexportsto | srael
amidthehumanitariancrisis
inthe Gaza Strip, the Spiegel
newspaper reported on
Thursday.The signatories
stated that the chancellor
had criticized the Israeli
government in recent days,
but "words alone do not
save lives' and they have
to be supported by action.
The letter, which is titled
"Don't let Gaza die, Mr.
Merz," urgesthe chancellor
to stop arms exports to
Israel, suspend the EU-
Israel Association
Agreement and demand an
immediate ceasefire and
unhindered access to
humanitarian aid.

Cultural figures
"condemn in the strongest
termsthe heinous crimes of
Hamas" but, at the same
time, underscore that no

crimejustifiesthe collective
punishment of millions of
innocent people.

The open letter was
signed by prominent actors
and actresses such as
Chrristiane Paul, Daniel
Bruehl, Benno Furmann, TV
presenter Joko
Winterscheidt, comedian
Teddy Teklebranh,
musicians Shirin David, Ski
Aggu, Ebow and many
others.On Monday, after
the German security
cabinet's meeting,
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
announced plans to
establish ajoint airlift with
Jordan to deliver aid to
Gaza.On October 7, 2023,
Israel was subjected to an
unprecedented rocket
attack from the Gaza Strip.
Hamas fighters also
infiltrated border areas and
took 200 hostages. Israeli
authorities say that about
1,200 people were killed
during the raid. Israel
retaliated by launching

Operation Iron Swords in
the Gaza Strip and
announced a complete
blockade of the enclave.
Thehostilities, which were
interrupted by brief
ceasefires, have also
spread to Lebanon and
Yemen and provoked an
exchange of missile strikes
between Israel and Iran.

World Health
Organization (WHO)
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
stated on July 23 that the
WHO is observing a rapid
increase in malnutrition-
related deaths in Gaza. He
added that acute
malnutrition affects over
10% of Gaza's population,
with more than 20% of
screened pregnant and
breastfeeding  women
auffering from malnutrition,
often severely. He emphas-
ized that the hunger crisis
is worsening due to halted
humanitarian aid ddiveiesand
800ess restrictions.

Vietnam authorities to add 443 electric
buses to public transport in Ho Chi Minh

Ho Chi Minh City, July
31(UNI): Vietnam'sHo Chi
Minh City will add 443
electric buses to its public
transportation system
starting in August as part
of efforts to reduce
environmental pollution,
local media VNExpress
reported today.

With the new addition,
the city will have 613
electric buses. Combined

with around 500
compressed natural gas
buses, nearly 48% of the
city's fleet will be
environmentally friendly,
the report said.The city is
alsoimplementing avehicle
emission control plan,
aiming to transition all
buses to clean energy by
2030, while providing
incentives for individuas
and businesses to switch

from gasoline to electric
vehicles.

The initiative adds to
Vietnam's increased focus
on development of green
energy, whichasoincludes
installation of EV charging
stations in the capital city
of Hanoi, increased focus
on solar, hydro, and
thermal energy, while
moving away fromtraditiona
sources of power.
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192 entries for 2 National Racing

Coimbatore, July 31
(UNI) : With a card of 20
races across 11 categories
and to be contested by

152 entrants, the three-
day Rolon Round of the
MRF MMSC-FMSCI
Indian National Motorcycle
Racing Championship 2025,
commencing at the Kari
Motor Speedway here
tomorrow, offersa

highly competitivefare
that will showcase the
cream of country’stalent.

Headlining the card is
the double-header in the
premium Pro-Stock 301-
400cc class that, in the
previous round in June at
the Madras International
Circuit, dished out thrilling
races.

Pune’'s 18-year-old
Sarthak Chavan (Petronas
TVS Racing), currently
third in the Idemitsu FIM
Asia Road Racing
Championship (TVSAsia)
and Hyderabad’s Rahil
Pillarisetty (RACR Castrol
Powerl), who at 27 has

Grand welcome
for Divya
Deshmukh in
Nagpur

Nagpur, July 31(UNI)
Young chess prodigy,
Divya Deshmukh, who
recently became the FIDE
Women'sWorld Chess Cup
2025 Championin Batumi,
Georgia, received a grand
welcomein Nagpur.

The celebration began
at Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
International Airport, where
Divya arrived to an grand
reception. Theairport echoed
with chants, applause, andthe
begts of traditiona bands as
the city honored its “Chess
Queen.”From the airport, a
grand felicitation rally
moved towardsthe heart of
the city, with people
showering flowers and
waving the tricolor along
theroute.Varioussocial and
sports  organizations
greeted Divya, celebrating
her historic achievement.

Divya has illuminated
the name of Nagpur,
Maharashtra and India on
the global chess stage.

The streets of Nagpur
city were adorned with
banners, posters, and
hoardings congratulating
Divya, while young chess
players participated in the
rally, calling her an
inspiration for the next
generation.The grand
reception turned into a
citywide celebration of her
remarkable world
championship triumph.

Celta signs
Spain winger
Zaragoza from
Bayern Munich

Madrid, July 31 (UNI):
CeltaVigo has completed
the signing of Spain
international winger Bryan
Zaragoza ahead of the
club's return to European
competition next season.

Zaragozaarriveson
a season's loan from
Bayern Munich, with
CeltaVigo having an
option to make the deal
permanent at the end of
the campaign.

Hewill helpto cover
for the departures of
Alfonso Gonzalez and Fer
Lopez, whowerevital in
Celta's seventh-place
finishinLaLigalast
season to book aticket to
the UEFA Europal eague.

found fresh wind in his
sails on his favoured
Yamaha R3 after afew up-
and-down seasons astride
aKTM, won arace apiece.

The pair will have to
reckon with fierce
competition from Petronas
TVS Racing duo,
Bengaluru’s Chiranth
Vishwanath and Alwin
Sundar from Chennai. Also
in the fray is another
Chennai rider,

45-year-old multiple
National champion Rajini
Krishnan (RACR Castrol
Powerl), a perennial
podium contender.

The Pro-Stock 165-
300cc class, which madeits
Championship debut witha
grid of 12 Petronas

TVS Racing's factory-
supported GP 200R
machines based on Apache
RTR 200 4V bikes, also
created a buzz. Bengaluru
teenager Savion Sabu (Mad
Rabbit Racing) won the
lone race (the scheduled
second race was cancelled

due to rains) holding off a
bunch of experienced
riders.

Joining the
championship for the
second round is the Super
Stock 165cc Intermediate
class introduced this
season. The rest of the
grids remain unchanged
with the two Novice
classes.Stock 301-400cc
and Stock 165cc, both with
large grids — besides the
Girls (Stock 165cc) which
has Chennai’sAnn Jennifer
(Motul Sparks Racing)
bidding to reclaim national
title that she last won in
2020.

Ann Jennifer won both
races in Round-1 ahead of
defending  champion
Jagathishree Kumaresan
(One Racing). Also on the
grid are two other former
National ~ champions,
Puducherry’s Lani Zena
Fernandez (RACR Castrol
Powerl) and Chennai’s
Ryhana Bee (KYT Helmet
ISBK Racing) who missed

the first round.

The two One-Make
Championships, Petronas
TV SIndia(Expert, Rookie,
Women, Electric RTE) and
Idemitsu Honda India
Talent Cup (CB 300F),
complete the card. Both
these categories for which
the grids were finalised
after a selection process,
have provento benurseries
of talent while providing a
well-curated programmeto
race at the National level
and gain recognition.

Chairman of the Event
and Race Director Manoj
Ddal said: “Thefirst round
of the championship in
June was a huge success
in terms of the quality of
racing and young riders
with big dreams. We can
expect more of the same
thisweekend with atotal of
152 entries. Over theyears,
the National championship
has unearthed many gems,
some of whom have
graduated to international
level and performed well."

Purani Dilli 6 appoint Vansh Bedi
as captain ahead of DPL Season 2

New Ddhi, July 31(UNI)
. As the excitement builds
for the Delhi Premier
League (DPL), Purani Dilli
6 have announced wicket-
keeper batter Vansh Bedi as
their captain for the
upcoming Season 2. The
second edition of DPL isset
to begin on Saturday at the
iconicArun Jaitley Stadium
inthe national capital.

After a strong showing
in the 2024 edition, where
the team reached the semi-
finals, Purani Dilli 6 are
gearing up for another title
push this season. Vansh
had impressed everyone
during the domestic season

last year.
Speaking on the
announcement, Akash

Nangia, Owner of Purani
Dilli 6 said, "Vansh is
young, energetic, and has
a sharp cricketing mind.
We're confident that under
his captaincy, Purani Dilli 6
will not only play bold
cricket but also carry
forward the spirit of Purani
Delhi onthefield."

Purani Dilli 6will kick off
their Delhi Premier League
(DPL) 2025 campaign on
August 5 with a clash

against Outer Delhi
Warriors at 2:00 pm. This
will be followed by ahigh-
stakes encounter against
West Delhi Lions on
August 7, also scheduled
for 2:00pm.

On August 8, the team
will take on New Delhi
Tigersunder thelightsina
7:00 pm showdown. Their
final group stage fixtureis
dlated for August 27, where
they will face South Delhi
Superstarzin another prime-
timematchat 7:00 pm.

The second season will
feature eight men's teams
and four women's teams
and men's finals will take
place on August 31. The
men’s tournament will
witness a total of 40
matches.

The eight teams
divided into two groups of
four. Each team will play a
total of 10 league matches.
They will face the other
three teams in their own
group twice (home and
away) in a double round-
robin format, and play once
against each of the four
teams from the opposite
group in a single round-
robin format.At the end of

the league stage, the top
four teams will qualify for
the playoffs. The first and
second-placed teams will
clashinQualifier 1, withthe
winner securing a direct
spot in the final. The third
and fourth-placed teams
will compete in the
Eliminator, where theloser
will be knocked out of the
tournament.

The winner of the
Eliminator will then facethe
loser of Qualifier 1 in
Qualifier 2. The winner of
that match will earn the
remaining placeinthefinal.
Areserveday forthemen's
final is scheduled for 1st
September.

Full squad:

Vansh Bedi (captain),
Rishabh Pant (marquee
player), Lalit Yadav, Dev
Lakra, Aayush Singh,
Samarth Seth, Aarush
Malhotra, Sarthak Pal,
Agrim Sharma, Vivek Yadav,
Yug Gupta, Udhav Mohan,
Pranav Pant, Prince Mishra,
Rushd Saini, Aaryan Kapoor,
Pardeep Parashar, Ekansh
Dobal, Aditya Malhotra,
Rajneesh Dadar, Ashish
Chaurasiya, KuhNagd, Dhrwv
Chauhen Garav Saroha

Asia’s best Surfers to converge at
Mahabs for Asian Surfing meet

Chennai, July 31 (UNI)
: Morethan 150 surfers
from 20 countrieswill
display their skillson
maneuvering thetidal
waves as the stage is set
for theASF Asian Surfing
Championship to be held
at the tourist resort of
Mahabalipuram, about 55
km from here, from August
3-12.Inareleasehere
today, the Organisers said
this year’s championship
will bring together
athletesfrom 20 Asian
countries and competitors
will battleit outin
Shortboard divisions--
Open Men, Open Women,
U18Boys, and U18 Girls.

Beyond the medals--
Goald, Silver, Bronzeand
Copper--surferswill be
vying for qualification
spots for the 2026 Asian
Games, makingthisa
landmark event on the
Asian surfing calendar.

Mahabalipuram, the
jewel of Tamil Nadu's

coastline, is set to make
waves on the international
stage asitisall set to host
the ASF Asian Surfing
meet starting on Sunday.

Tamil Nadu continues
tolead India's surfing
movement, with 8 out of
12 Indian team athletes
coming from the state.
Thisis a testament to the
region’s strong grassroots
programs and focus on
elite athlete devel opment.

The participating
countries included
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
China, India, Indonesia,
Japan,K orea, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Malaysia,
Maldives, Myanmar,
Philippines, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore,

Sri Lanka, Chinese
Taipel, Thailand, UAE and
Uzbekistan

ThisChampionship
will betheFinal Qualifier
for the 2026 Asian Games.
"Apart from the top
performing national teams

at this championship
earning qualification slots
for the2026 Asian

Games, additionaly,
thetop individual male
and female surfersin the
Open Shortboard
category will each secure
adirect berth to the 2025
World Surfing
Championship"”, the
Organisers said.

Arun Vasu, President,
Surfing Federation of
India, said "Hosting the
Asian Surfing
Championshipsin
Mahabalipuram marksa
historic moment for Indian
surfing. With Tamil Nadu
at the forefront, we are not
only showcasing our
incredible athletes but
also building a stronger
global community through
partnershipslike the ASF—
PASA initiative. This
event will inspire
countless young surfers
to dream bigger and ride
higher."

Host for 1CC
Women's T20
World Cup 2026
Qualifier

revealed

Kathmandu, July 31
(UN) Nepal have been
named the host for the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup
2026 Qudifier from January
12 to February 2 next year.

Ten teams will battle it
out for four coveted spots
at the main event, set to take
placein England and Wales
in2026.

Bangladesh and
Scotland have earned
automatic spots in the
Qualifier by virtue of their
participation in the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup
2024,

Thailand and Nepal
qualified through the Asia
regional pathway, whilethe
USA secured their place
fromthe Americasregion.

The remaining five
spots will be filled by two
teamseach fromAfricaand
Europe and one from the
East Asia-Pacific region,
following the completion of
their respective regional
Quialifiers.

The Qualifier in Nepal
will seethe10teamsdivided
into two groups of five,
followed by a Super Six
stage and a Final. The full
fixture for the tournament
will be announced in due
course.

Meanwhile, the
schedule for the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup
2026 in England and Wales
has  already been
confirmed, an ICC report
said.

The marquee
tournament will run from
June 12to July 52026, with
33 matches played across
24 days at seven venues,
including Old Trafford,
Headingley, Hampshire
Bowl and Bristol County
Ground.The grand finale
will be held at the iconic
Lord’sCricket Ground.

Kokrajhar, July 31
(IANS) Local side
Bodoland FC (BDFC)
registered their first win of
the 134th Durand Cup with
a hard-fought 2-1 victory
over debutants Karbi
Anglong Morning Star FC
(KAMSFC) in a tightly-
contested Group D clash at
the SAI Stadium here on
Thursday.

Karbi Anglong struck
first through Nigerian
forward Joseph Mayowa
Olaleye, but Bodoland
responded swiftly with an
equaliser from Gwgwmsar
Gayary inthe 37th minute.
Colombian striker
Robinson calmly slotted
home at the hour mark to
secure al three points for
thelocal side.

BDFC head coach
Vikash Panthi fielded a
strong 4-2-3-1lineupled by
Colombian striker
Robinson Blandon
Rendon, whileKAMSFC's
head coach CA Laldinsang
Pudaite made four changes
from their last game, with
Nigerian forward Joseph
Mayowa Olaleye
spearheading the attack.

The early exchanges

Hindustan Zinc
and AIFF launch
Indian Women
Foothall Academy

Udaipur, July 31 (UNI) :
Expanding its horizon to
usher into a new era of
fostering equality,
empowerment and driving
a football revolution in
India, Hindustan Zinc
Limited, India’s only and
the world’s largest
integrated zinc producer,
today, announced their
plans to embark on a
massive grassroots
programme for girls with
Zinc Football aspart of their
social investment
programmesand initiatives.

The All India Football
Federation will lend
technical and strategic
support to Zinc Football
Girls Academy in Zawar,
near Udaipur, in Rajasthan,
to develop women’s
football.Zinc Football is a
one-of-its-kind grassroots
football development
initiative, at the core of
which is a full-fledged
residential girls' football
academy in Zawar, Udaipur,
with world-class facilities
and the country’sfirst ever
‘technology-hinged
football training’ — the
unigue F-Cube technol ogy.

The initiative aims to
contribute  to the
development of Indian
football whileleveraging on

the power of the world’s
most loved sport to impact
lives and ensure social
upliftment of women,
children, and people.

Zinc Football Academy
also announced that it has
entered into acollaboration
with the All India Football
Federation (AIFF), wherein
the AIFF will be the
strategic and technical
partner for the girls'
residential academy.

Under thedlliance, AIFF
shall provide operational
guidelines and technical
support, share best
practices, assist in capacity
building for coaches and
scouts, and engage in
knowledge sharing.

Speaking on the
initiative, Priya Agarwal
Hebbar, Chairperson,
Hindustan Zinc Ltd. said,
"Hindustan zinc’'s
commitment to empowering
women and driving
inclusive growth is
reflected in every step we
take — including the
launch of our premier
residential football
academy for girls. We
believethat building world-
class athletes begins at the
grassroots, with access to
opportunity, mentorship,
and the right environment.

were cagey, with BDFC
having the first clear
chance when Robinson
found himself one-on-one
with Karbi Anglong keeper
Wellyster Mendes, only for
the play to be flagged
offside. Pedro Astray’s
free-kick inthe 11th minute
for BDFC also struck the
wall, as both sides
struggled to create
meaningful openings.
Momentum shifted in
the 22nd minute when
Karbi Anglong launched a
swift counter. Nigerian
forward Olaleye was
brought down just outside
thebox, earning afreekick.
Joseph Bempah's effort
was well-saved by BDFC
keeper Birkhang Diamary.
But the pressure told
three minutes later when
Wellyster’s long ball from
the Karbi Anglong half
caught the BDFC defence
off guard. Olaeye latched
onto it, beat the last
defender, and drilled a
powerful low strikeinto the
near post to put KAMSFC
ahead in the 25th minute.
Bodoland FC found the
equaliser inthe 37th minute
through winger Gwgwmsar

BCA president

Gayary. A long diagonal
ball from midfield found
Gayary on the left, who
headed into the danger
area. A failed clearance by
KAMSFC captain
Harbamon Timung gave
Gayary a second chance,
and he made no mistake in
firing it past Wellyster
Mendesto makeit 1-1.
BDFC nearly took the
lead in first-half stoppage
time when Robinson left a
defender on the turf with a
clever run but missed the
target. Another teasing
free-kick from Pedro found
Robinson again, but he
failed to convert from close
range asthe half ended 1-1.
The second half
resumed with both teams
trying to take control.
Haokip (KAMSFC) and
Pedro (BDFC) traded tame
freekicksintheopeningfive
minutes, both collected
comfortably by the
respective goalkeepers.
Thebest opportunity of
the second half for Karbi
Anglong came in the 56th
minute when Sujit Singh
broke free, but his shot
lacked placement and went
straight to Diamary.

congratulates Suryavanshi
for India U19 call-up

Patna, July 31(UNI) : Bihar Cricket Association (BCA)
president Rakesh Tiwari today congratulated young
batting sensation Vaibhav Suryavanshi for earning acall-
up in the India under-19 squad for upcoming Australia
tour.After making wavesin the |PL 2025, batter Vaibhav
Suryavanshi hogged thelimelight during the England tour
last month. In the fourth ODI against England under-19,
Vaibhav (14 year old) smashed 52-ball ton and etched his
name into the record books as he set a new world record
for slamming fastest-known hundred in Youth ODIs.

BCA president Rakesh Tiwari praised Vaibhav and
said, "We have high hopes from Vaibhav. He has made
Bihar and Indiaimmensely proud with his performances,
and now he hasagreat opportunity to showcase histalent
ontheAustraliantour. | wish him all thevery best for this

new chapter.”

BCA chief Rakesh Tiwari alsoreaffirmed Bihar Cricket
Association commitment to nurturing and supporting
emerging talents like Vaibhav Suryavanshi in the state.

"The Bihar Cricket Association remainscommitted to
providing opportunities and support for budding talents
like Vaibhav. His achievement will serveasan inspiration
for other young playersin the state. We are confident that
Vaibhav will continueto reach new heightsintheworld of
cricket," said Rakesh Tiwari.IndiaU19 will play three one-
day matches and two multi-day games against the
Australia U19 side — all scheduled at Norths ground in
Australiabetween September 21 and October 10.
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Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union Minister of
Railways to flag-off new express train
between Rewa and Pune on 3rd August

This is the 1st train providing direct connectivity between Rewa and Pune

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, July 31 :
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Hon'ble
Union Minister of Railways
will flag off the new Rewa-
Pune Express on 3rd
August 2025 for the benefit
of passengers.

Indian Railways is
introducing the New Pune-
Rewa-Pune Expresswhich
will be the 1st train
providing direct
connectivity between Pune
and Rewa. Presently
indirect connectivity is
available but thistrain will
increase convenience of
travel between these two
places.

Puneisanhistorical and
educational centre and
connecting point for
severa pilgrimage centres
inMaharashtralikeAlandi,
Pandharpur, Akalkot etc.
“Rewa apart from a
historical and educational
centre is also a Tourist
Centrewith attractionslike
Keoti and Bahuti
waterfalls, White Tiger
Safari etc.

The train will provide
fast, secure and
comfortable  journey
between the important
stations of Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh
connecting cities of Pune,
Daund, Ahmednagar,

Manmad,

Kopargaon,
Bhusaval, Wardha, Nagpur
& Gondiain Maharashtra
and Balaghat, Nainpur,
Jabalpur, Katni, Satha &
Rewain Madhya Pradesh.

Thistrainwill cater to

the needs of both
reserved and unreserved
segments of the people
and will largely benefit
the people residing /
working in and around
the above cities to travel
to their home towns/ place
of work. It will also be
beneficial for businessmen,
students, employees
proceeding on regular
travel and special tours in
vacation and will further
promote tourism and

pilgrimage apart from
increasing the avenues of
trade and commerce.

Theinaugural run of
the Rewa-Pune Express
will beflagged off by Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Hon'ble
Union Minigter of Railways
in the august presence of
other dignitaries on 3rd
August 2025.

The details of the
regular serviceof thetrain
isasfollows:

Train No. 20151 Pune-
Rewa Express will depart
from Pune station every
Thursday at 15.15 hrs and
will reach Rewa station at
17.30 hrsnext day.

Train No. 20152 Rewa-
Pune Express will depart

5}».‘(53 s

from Rewa station every
Wednesday at 06.45 hrs
and will reach Pune station
at 09.45 hrsnext day.

Major halts — Daund
Chord Line, Ahmednagar,
Kopargaon, Manmad,
Bhusaval,,Wardha, Nagpur,
Gondia, Baaghat, Nainpur,
Jabalpur, Katni and Satna

Coach Composition:
Two 2ndAC, Three3rdAC,
Three 3rd AC Economy, 6
Sleeper Class, 4 Generd 2nd
Class, 1 Second seating
cum Guard'sBrakeVanand
1 Generator Van.

For detailed time table
and halts of these trains
please visit (http://
www.enquiryindianral.govin)
or download NTESApp.

Western Railway to run Two Pairs of Special trains

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, July 31 : For the convenience of passengers
and with a view to meet the travel demand during the

festive season

of Rakshabandhan, Independence Day

& Janmashtami, Western Railway will run Special Trains
on Special fare between Bandra Terminus - Okha and
Bandra Terminus - Sanganer stations.

According to a press release issued by Chief Public
Relations Officer of Western Railway, Shri Vineet
Abhishek, the details of these trains are as under:

1. TrainNo.09077/09078 Bandra Terminus—Okha

Specia [ 4 Trips]

Train No. 09077 BandraTerminus - Okha Special will
depart from Bandra Terminus on Thursday & Sunday at
21:20 hrs and will reach Okha at 16:45 hrs, the next day.
Thistrainwill run on 14th & 17thAugust, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09078 Okha — Bandra Terminus Special will
depart from Okha on Saturday & Tuesday at 08:20 hrs
and will arrive BandraTerminusat 04:00 hrs, the next day.
Thistrainwill run on 16th & 19th August, 2025.

Enroute, thistrain will halt at Borivali, Palghar, Vapi,
Valsad, Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand, Nadiad,
Ahmedabad, Viramgam, Surendranagar, Wankaner, Rajkot,
Jamnagar and Dwarka stationsin both directions.

WR to runspecial trains for Velankanni
festival from Bandra Terminus

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, July 31 : For
the convenience of
passengers & to clear the
extra rush on the eve of
Velankanni festival 2025, a
special train will run
between Bandra Terminus
and Velankanni.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Shri Vinest
Abhishek, the details of the
trainisasunder:-

Train No. 09093/09094
BandraTeminus— Ve ankanni

Specid [4TRIPY

Train No. 09093 Bandra
Terminus — Velankanni
Special will depart from
Bandra Terminus on
Wednesday, 27th August,
2025 and Saturday, 06th
September, 2025a 20:40hrs.
& will reach Velankanni at
07:40 hrs, on Friday and
Monday respectively.

Similarly, Train No.
09094 Velankanni - Bandra
Terminus Special will
depart from Velankanni on
Saturday, 30th August,
2025 and Tuesday, 09th

Thistrain comprisesof AC 2-Tier, AC-3Tier, Sleeper
Class and General Second Class Coaches.
2. TrainNo. 09023/09024 Bandra Terminus— Sanganer

Superfast Special [4 Trips]|

TrainNo. 09023 Bandra Terminus— Sanganer Superfast
Specia will depart from Bandra Terminuson Thursday at
16:45 hrs and will reach Sanganer at 12.30 hrs, the next

day.

Thistrainwill runon07th & 14thAugust, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09024 Sanganer — Bandra Terminus Superfast
Specia will depart from Sanganer on Friday at 16:50 hrs
and will arrive BandraTerminusat 11:15 hrs, the next day.
Thistrainwill run on 08th & 15th August, 2025.

Enroute thistrain will halt at Borivali, Palghar, Vapi,
Valsad, Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara, Ratlam, Nagda,
Chaumahla, Shamgarh, Bhawani Mandi, Ramganj Mandi,
Kota and Sawai Madhopur stations in both directions.

Thistrain comprisesof AC 2-Tier, AC 3-Tier, Sleeper
Class and General Second Class Coaches.

Thebooking for Train Nos. 09077, 09078 & 09023 will
openfrom3rd August, 2025 a all PRScounters& onIRCTC
website. For detailed information regarding timingsof halts
and composition, passengers may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in.

September, 2025a 00:30hrs.
& will ariveBandraTerminus
at 10:30 hrs, thenext day.
Enroute this train will
halt at Borivali, Vasal Road,
Panvel, Lonavla, Pune,
Daund, Solapur,
Kalaburagi, Wadi, Yadgir,
Krishna, Raichur,
Manthralayam Road,
Adoni, Guntakal, Gooty,
Tadipatri, Yerraguntla,
Cuddapah, Razampeta,
Renigunta, Katpadi, Vellore
Cantt., Tiruvannamalai,
Villupuram, Mayiladuturai
and Nagappattinam station

in both directions.
Thistrain comprises of
AC 2-Tier, AC 3-Tier,
Sleeper Class and Genera
Second Class coaches.
The booking for Train
No. 09093 will open from
3rdAugust, 2025 at al PRS
Counters and on IRCTC
website. The above train
will run as special train on
special fare. For detailed
information regarding
timings of halts and
composition, passengers
may please visit
www.enquiryindianral.govin.

PM Modi, UAE President reaffirm commitment
to strengthen strategic partnership

New Ddhi, July 31 (UNI)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has spoken to UAE
President Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, with both leaders
reaffirming their
commitment to further

strengthen the bilateral
comprehensive strategic
partnership, an official
statement said today.During
the conversation held
yesterday, the two leaders
reviewed the significant
progress made across various

sectorsof bilaterd cooperation
and emphasized the
importance of deepening
collaboration for the shared

benefit of the people of both
countries.
President Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed also

extended his
congratulations to Prime
Minister Modi onbecoming
the second longest-serving
Prime Minister in India's
history, and wished him
continued success in his
service to the nation.

Railways to
run Mumbai-
Nanded
Rajyarani
Express with
revised
composition :
Central

Railway

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, July 31 :
Railwayswill henceforth
run Train no 17612 /
17611 Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus-Hazur Sahib
Nanded Rajyarani
Express with revised
composition.“ The new
composition includes 1
AC Chair Car & 2 Non-
AC Chair Car.

Detalsare asunder:

Revised composition
of Train no 17612 /
17611 Chhatrapati
Shivaji M ahar aj
Terminus-Hazur Sahib
Nanded Rajyarani
Express

One First AC cum
AC-2Tier, OneAC-2Tier,
Three AC-3Tier, OneAC
Chair Car, 5 Sleeper
Class, Two Non-AC
Chair Car(reserved),
Two General Second
Class(unreserved) and 2
Second Seating &
Luggage cum Guard’'s
brake van.

Train no 17612
CSMT- Hazur Sahib
Nanded Rajyarani
Expresswill run with
the revised
compositionex CSMT
with effect from
05.08.2025

Train no 17611
Hazur Sahib Nanded —
CSMT Rajyarani
Expresswill runwiththe
revised composition ex
Hazur Sahib Nanded
with effect from
04.08.202

For detailed timings
and halts of thesetrains,
please visit
wwwenoiryindianral.govin
or download NTESApp.

Passengersto please
note the above changes

Ganpati Special Trains- 6 additional special
trains between LTT and Madgaon

Ganpati Special Trains announced by CR is now 302

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, July 31 :
Railways will run 6
additional Ganpati Special
Trains between Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus and
Madgaon for the benefit of
Ganpati devotees during
the ensuing Ganpati
Festival.

This is in addition to
already announced 296
Ganpati Special Trains
taking the figure to a total
of 302 Ganpati Special
Trainssofar.

Details of additional 6
Ganpati Special Trains is
asgiven below:

LTT- Madgaon —LTT
Weekly Special (6
Services)

01003 Weekly special
will leave Lokmanya Tilak

Terminus every Monday at
08.20 hrs on 25.08.2025,
01.09.2025 and 08.09.2025
and will arrive Madgaon at
22.40 hrssameday. (3trips)
01004 Weekly special
will leave Madgaon every
Sunday at 16.30 hrs on
24.08.2025, 31.08.2025 and
07.09.2025 and will arrive
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus a
06.00hrsnext day. (3 trips)
Halts: Thane, Panvel,
Pen, Roha, Mangaon,
Khed, Chiplun,
Sangameshwar Road,
Ratnagiri, Adavali,
Vilavade, Rajapur Road,
Vaibhavwadi Road,
Kankavali, Sindhudurg,
Kudal, Sawantwadi Road,
Thivimand Karmdli.
Composition: OneAC-
2Tier, ThreeAC-3Tier, Two

AC-3Tier Economy, 8
Sleeper Class, 4 Genera
Second class, 1 Second
Seating cum Guard'sbrake
van and 1 Generator Van.

Reservation: Bookings
for Ganpati Special trainno
01003 will open on
05.08.2025 at  all
computerised reservation
centres and on website
www.irctc.co.in“ Bookings
for Unreserved Coaches
can be done through UTS
systemwith normal charges
for unreserved
accommodation as
applicable for superfast
Mail/Expresstrains.

For detailed timings at
halts of these special trains
please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.govin
or download NTESApp

Union Gahinet gives approval
for 4th Rail line project
hetween Nagpur and ltarsi

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, July 31 : The
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired
by Hon’ble Prime Minister
has approved the 4th Rail
line project between
Nagpur and lItarsi on
31.07.2025. “ The Nagpur-
Itars 4th Rail lineprojectis
part of the Delhi-Chennai
High Density Network with
a project cost of Rs.5,451
crore.The Nagpur-ltarsi 4th
Rail linewith 297 km route
& 339 km track length has
37 stations enroute with 36
major bridges, 415 minor
bridges, 2 Road Over
Bridges, 74 Road Under
Bridges, 4 Tunnels and 2
Rail Over Bridges.
Connecting the 2 states
of Maharashtra & Madhya
Pradesh the Nagpur-Itarsi
4th Rail linewill benefit the
district of Nagpur in
Maharashtra and districts
of Narmadapuram, Betul
and Pandhurna in Madhya

Pradesh.Intersecting the
Mumbai-Howrah High
Density Network at Nagpur,
itwill also enablefaster and
efficient movement of
passenger and goods
traffic, facilitating transport
of 10 million tons of
additional cargo and saving
Rs.1206 crore in logistics

cost. Providing
connectivity to4 Jyotirlinga
temples viz.

M ahakal eshwar and
Omkareshwar in Madhya
Pradesh, Srisailam in
Andhra Pradesh and
Rameshwaram in Tamil
Nadu, it will not only benefit
agreat number of devotees
but will aso give a boost
to the tourism industry in
these places. In addition it
will also greatly benefit
regular passengers,
students, businessmen etc.

The Nagpur-Itarsi 4th
Rail line is part of the
approval given by the
Cabinet for 4 projects of

Ministry of Railways viz
Nagpur-ltarsi 4th line,
Aurangabad-Parbhani
Doubling, AluabariRoad-
New Jalpaiguri 3rd & 4th
line and Dangoaposi-Jaroli
3rd & 4th line with a total
cost of Rs. 11,169 crore
(approx.).

The projects are
planned on PM-Gati Shakti
National Master Plan with
focus on enhancing multi-
modal connectivity &
logistic efficiency through
integrated planning and
stakeholder consultations.
These projectswill provide
seamless connectivity for
movement of passengers,
goods, and services.”

The Railways being
environment friendly and
energy efficient mode of
transportation, will help
both in achieving climate
goals and minimizing
logistics cost of the
country, reduce oil import
and lower CO2 emissions.

SWR, GM, Mukul Saran Mathur Undertakes

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, July 31 : Mukul
Saran Mathur, General
Manager of South Western
Railway, conducted a
detailed window-trailing
inspection of the
Dharmavaram-Whitefield
section, focusing on
various operational and
safety parameters. The
inspection aimed to assess
the condition of tracks,
signaling systems, and
infrastructure across the
section to ensure smooth
and safe train operations.
During the course of the
inspection, the General
Manager visited several
key locations. At
Nagasamudram Railway
Station, he reviewed the
ongoing infrastructure and
yard development works.
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He examined the pace of execution and instructed officials

to maintain quality and safety standards throughout the
construction activities. He then carried out a detailed
assessment of the proposed Goodshed yard at Penukonda,
which is expected to enhance freight-handling capacity
intheregion. At Hindupur Railway Station, whichisbeing
redeveloped at a cost of 723.97 crore under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme (ABSS), Shri Mukul Saran Mathur
inspected the ongoing works in detail. He reviewed the
progress of platform upgradation, enhancement of
passenger amenities, and the overall redevelopment of
station buildings. Heissued clear instructionsto officials
to ensure timely completion of the project with a strong
emphasis on improving passenger experience, station
aesthetics, and accessibility features.”

The General Manager aso visited Doddaballapur ,
whichisbeing redeveloped under theAmrit Bharat Station
Scheme (ABSS) at acost of 725.42 crore.

He inspected the Loading Yard, akey hub for freight
operations, especialy for the dispatch of automobilessuch
astractorsand other vehicles. Mr Mathur closely reviewed
the yard's layout and operational setup, and directed
officials to take all necessary steps to strengthen the
infrastructure and enhance turnaround time, ensuring
greater efficiency in freight movement.

Division
The inspection
concluded at Whitefield
Railway Station , where Shri
Mukul Saran Mathur
reviewed the ongoing
redevel opment works being
carried out under the Anmrit
Bharat Station Scheme
(ABSS) a a codt of 7223.37
crore.

He assessed the progress
of variousupgrades, including
enhancements to platforms,
waiting areas, and other
passenger facilities, and
emphasized the need to
maintain high standards in
executionto ensureimproved
commuter experience.

At the end of the day’s
programme, Shri Mukul
Saran Mathur also
inaugurated the newly
developed Sports Arena of
the Bengaluru Division
Sports Association, which
includes facilities for
Football, Volleyball, and
Cricket practicenets.

The inspection, was
accompanied by Shri
Ashutosh Kumar Singh,
DRM, BengaluruDivision;
Shri Parikshit Mohanpuria,
ADRM; Shri Gul Ashfague
Mohammed, Chief Project
Manager, Gati Shakti Unit
(CPM/GSU); and other
senior officers of the
division.
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