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IN BRIEF

Jairam Ramesh mocks India-UK ...

: Congress today took a jibe at the India-UK Free
Trade Agreement (FTA), saying another effective “FTA
-- Fugitive Transfer Agreement” was needed as three
stars are awaiting “ghar waapsi”.In a post on X,
Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh said, “What
India needs from the UK is the announcement of
another and more effective FTA (Fugitive Transfer
Agreement)”.

Unnati shocks Sindhu in round ...

 In a high-octane all-Indian clash, 17-year-old Unnati
Hooda delivered a sensational performance to overcome
two-time Olympic medallist PV Sindhu and book her
place in the Women’s Singles quarterfinals at the China
Open 2025 on Thursday. The match was a showcase of
India’s present and future in badminton, with the rising
star Hooda taking on the seasoned champion Sindhu.

Both Houses adjourned for
fourth day amid Opposition ...

For the fourth consecutive day today, both Houses
of Parliament were adjourned for the day after
Opposition members created ruckus, demanding the
withdrawal of the ongoing Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) process in Bihar and discussion on Operation
Sindoor.

Keshav Prasad Maurya launches
scathing attack on Samajwadi ...

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya has launched a sharp offensive against
the Samajwadi Party (SP), accusing its leadership of
misusing socialism as a façade for personal gain.In a
social media post on Thursday, Maurya described the
party as an “organised gang” that thrives on land
grabbing and misgoverning.“Samajwadi Party, which
stands at zero in terms of ideology, is merely an
organised gang of occupiers,” Maurya wrote.

HSL completes EKM submarine
refit and gears up for MRLC

(Standard Post Bureau)
Visakhapatnam, July 24  :

Hindustan Shipyard Limited
(HSL) today said it has
successfully completed the
normal refit of an EKM-class
submarine, four-days back,
setting a benchmark in
quality and turnaround time.

The Indian Navy lauded
HSL for the fastest-ever
completion of such a
complex refit, significantly
enhancing the vessel’s
combat readiness, the
Shipyard in a release here.

HSL Chairman and
Managing Director Cmde
Hemant Khatri, emphasized
that this success reflects
HSL’s unmatched
capabilities—built over
three decades of submarine
refit experience, the

dedicated efforts of HSL
employees, and the
invaluable support from
Naval Dockyard
Visakhapatnam and the
Eastern Naval Command.

He further highlighted
that the development of a
strong MSME vendor base
during the refit has fostered
local economic growth, job
creation, and skill
development, aligning with
India’s vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

The refit involved
extensive work, he said that
one of the most remarkable
accomplishments was the
modification and testing of
both escape hatches for
DSRV integration—a first-
ever feat for any
conventional submarine

refitted by an Indian
shipyard.Building on this
success, HSL is now gearing
up for the refit of a Scorpene-
class submarine,
showcasing its ability to
handle modern, high-end
platforms.

This track record makes
HSL a frontrunner for
upcoming strategic
programmes such as the
Medium Refit-cum-Life
Certification (MRLC) of the
Sindhughosh class and
submarine construction
under Projects P75(I) and
P76.A recent MoU with
MDL marks a strategic
alliance to create dual
submarine construction
capabilities across India’s
east and west coasts—
crucial for fleet readiness

and faster project
delivery.This collaboration
strengthens India’s position
as a capable, self-reliant
submarine-building nation
under the Make in India
vision.

HSL is also in
discussions with the
Vietnam People’s Navy for
global submarine refits,
positioning India as a
defence partner in the Indo-
Pacific. As India strengthens
its defence manufacturing
capabilities, HSL emerges as
a key enabler—delivering
cutting-edge submarine
solutions with speed, scale,
and self-reliance.HSL is
poised for highly complex
refits and new submarine
construction in the year
ahead, the release added.

Retired IRS
officer donates
house, bank
deposit to TTD
through will

(Standard Post Bureau)
Tirumala, July 24 : A

retired IRS officer from
Hyderabad, Late Y.V.S.S.
Bhaskar Rao, expressed his
unwavering devotion
towards Sri Venkateswara
Swamy by bequeathing a
residential property worth
Rs. 3 crores and a cash
donation of Rs. 66 lakhs to
TTD through his will.

The donated property, a
3,500 sq. ft. building named
'Ananda Nilayam', located in
Vanasthalipuram in
Hyderabad, has been offered
to TTD for the purpose of
conducting spiritual
activities, as stated in the
will.The cash contribution of
Rs. 66 lakhs from his bank
accounts is to be distributed
among various TTD trusts
including Rs. 36 lakhs to Sri
V e n k a t e s w a r a
Annaprasadam Trust, Rs. 6
lakhs each to the Sri
Venkateswara Sarva Sreyas
Trust, Veda Parirakshana
Trust, Go Samrakshana
Trust, Vidyadana Trust, and
SRIVANI Trust.

Fulfilling his final wish
dedicated to the service of
the almighty, the trustees
M. Devaraj  Reddy,  V.
Satyanarayana, and B.
Lokanath handed over the
property documents and
cheques  re la ted to
different Trust donations
to the TTD Additional
Executive Officer Ch.
Venkaiah Chowdary at
Ranganayakula Mandapam
inside temple compex here today.

Tenders to be
invited for
Vijayawada,
Visakhapatnam
metro rail
projects

Vijayawada, July 24 : In
a significant move in the
development of Andhra
Pradesh, the Government
has decided to invite
tenders for the Vijayawada
and Visakhapatnam metro
rail projects.

The tenders will be
invited on July 25 th for
the Rs 21,616 crore metro
rail projects.

 According to the
sources, the
Visakhapatnam metro rail
project would be taken up
at a cost of Rs 11,498 crore
and the Vijayawada metro
rail project would be taken
up at a cost of Rs 10,118
crore.

 These two projects are
the first metro rail projects
to be taken up in Andhra
Pradesh.

The two metro rail
projects will be taken up
under 50:50 partnership by
the AP State Government
and the Central
Government.

The AP Government
has decided to earmark Rs
4,101 crore under the
VMRDA and Rs 3,497
crore would be allocated to
the Vijayawada metro rail
project under the CRDA.

Devotees rush
for Goddess
Annapurna’s
darshan as
Sakambari

Kakinada, July 24
(UNI) : Devotees from
various parts of the city
and surrounding villages
thronged the temple of
Goddess Annapurna in
Ramaraopeta area here
today to have the
darshan of the Goddess
decorated in Sakambari
avatar.

Today being the last
day of Ashadam and
Amavasya is considered
most auspicious and
devotees waited at the
temple forming beelines
since early morning to
have the darshan of
Sakambari.

Temple executive
officer Srinivas, chief
priest Suribabu said that
with the generous
contribution of devotees
the Goddess and the
entire temple was
decorated with one
tonne of vegetables and
fruits. City MLA
V a n a m a d i
Venkatesweraro, city
TDP leader Mallipudi
Veeru had the Darshan of
the Goddess and offered
special poojas amidst
chanting of vedic hymns
by the priests.

Rahul accuses
Election
Commission of
failing in its
duties, alleges
voter fraud in
Karnataka

New Delhi, July 24
(UNI) Leader of
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi
today again accused the
Election Commission of
failing in its
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
responsibilities and
allowing “electoral
malpractice in
Karnataka”.

Speaking to reporters
at the Parliament House
complex, Gandhi said,
"It's a serious matter. The
Election Commission is
not functioning as the
Election Commission of
India should. Today,
they made a statement
that's complete
nonsense."

“The fact of the
matter is that Election
Commission is not doing
its job. Now we have
concrete 100 percent
proof of Election
Commission allowing
cheating in a seat in
Karnataka, not 90
percent,” he alleged.

Alleging that the
malpractice involves
large-scale voter
registration irregularities
and voter deletions in a
seat in Karnataka, Gandhi
said, “Voter deletion,
voter addition, new
voters who are above 18,
we have caught them”.

India, UK sign
landmark Free
Trade Agreement

New Delhi/London, July
24 (UNI) : India and UK
today signed the landmark
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
after three years of hectic
parleys, bringing in the
promise of a major boost to
the economies of both
countries.The Agreement
was signed in London by
Union Minister Piyush
Goyal and his British
counterpart Jonathan
Reynolds in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, currently on a two-
day visit to UK, and British
Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

Prime Minister Modi
described the Agreement as
a ‘’plan for shared
prosperity.’’ ‘’The
Agreement is not just an
economic agreement but also
the plan for a shared prosperity.
New opportunities will emerge
in the UK market for India's
agricultural produce and
processed food industry. This
agreement will especially
benefit Indian youth, farmers,
fishermen and MSME sector.
For people in India products
made in UK will be available at
reasonable and affordable
prices," the Prime Minister
said.The UK PM described the
Agreement as a ‘’big win for
Britain’’. ‘’India deal is a big win
for Britain that will improve
people’s lives,’’ Mr Starmer said
on X.‘’A landmark deal with

India means jobs, investment
and growth here in the UK. It
creates thousands of British
jobs, unlocks new opportunities
for businesses and puts money
in the pockets of working
people. That’s our Plan for
Change in action,’’ he said.

The agreement, okayed by
the Union Cabinet early this
week, includes lower tariffs on
cars, clothing and footwear and
jewellery and will involve
reduced levies on British
exports to India including on
gin and whiskey, cosmetics and
cars. The lower tariffs will make
Indian exports cheaper and
Indian manufacturers will gain
access to the UK market for
electric and hybrid
vehicles.Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said both
countries had finalised the
Agreement on May 6.

Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal described the
FTA as a ‘’big win’’ for
farmers, ensuring duty-free
exports on nearly 95 per cent
of agricultural products.

Duty-free access for
about 99 per cent of Indian
exports unlocks nearly 23
billion Dollars in
opportunities for labour-
intensive sectors, he said
adding that artisans,
weavers and daily-wage
labourers employed in
MSMEs would usher in a
new phase of prosperity.

Cabinet approves APEC
Manufacturing Policy 4.0

(Standard Post Bureau)
Vijayawada, July 24  :

The Andhra Pradesh State
Council of Ministers
approved the proposal made
by IT E&C Department for
approval of Andhra Pradesh
Electronics Components
Manufacturing Policy 4.0.

The AP State Cabinet
meeting was held in the
Secretariat at Amaravati near
here today. It approved the
Electronics Components
Manufacturing Policy 4.0
aiming to invite USD 150
billion worth of investments
in the coming years.

The State Council of
Ministers approved
allocating 0.45 acres of land
to Phenom People Private
Limited in the IT Park at
Madhurawada, Rushikonda
Non-SEZ zone,
Visakhapatnam district, and
providing incentives under
AP IT & GCC Policy (4.0)
2024-29 for a project with
Rs.207.5 crores investment
creating 2500 jobs.

The Cabinet approved
allocating to Phenom People
Private Limited 4 acres at Plot
Nos. 15B and 15C, Hill No.4
and 0.45 acres at Plot
No.C1A, Hill No.2 (Non
SEZ), Madhurawada,
Visakhapatnam at a rate of
INR 4.05 crores per acre
based on SIPB
recommendation.

The company is required
to commence operations

within 12 months from land
allotment date (in one
campus) and create 1250
jobs in two years followed
by 1250 jobs in the next two
years (in both campuses).

The Council of Ministers
comprehensively reviewed
the proposal considering
suggestions and opinions
from stakeholders and
relevant government
agencies. The company
plans to invest INR 205
crores with their proposed
4.45-acre facility to create
2500 jobs, which exceeds the
minimum eligibility
mentioned in AP IT & GCC
Policy 4.0.

Additionally, prominent
IT companies attract talent,
ancillary industries, service
providers, and infrastructure
development. This greatly
improves the local IT
ecosystem and establishes
a strong system leading to
further investments in
subsequent stages.

The AP State
Cabinet meeting was
held in the Secretariat
at Amaravati near here
today. It approved the
Electronics
Components
Manufacturing Policy
4.0 aiming to invite
USD 150 billion worth
of investments in the
coming years.
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National Students' Union of India (NSUI) workers being stopped during a protest, in Patna on Wednesday.

Chandigarh/Bathinda,
July 24 (UNI) Four police
officers were celebrated for
their daring rescue of 11
individuals, including
children, from a car that
plunged into the Sirhind
Canal near Behman Bridge.
The operation showcased
extraordinary teamwork
between the police and
local residents, thwarting a
potential catastrophe.

A nearby Police Control
Room (PCR) team,
comprising Assistant Sub-
Inspectors Rajinder Singh
and Narinder Singh,
Constable Jaswant Singh,
and Woman Constable
Harpal Kaur, acted with
lightning speed. With vital
assistance from the
community, they
successfully extracted all
passengers from the
submerged vehicle.

In a grand felicitation
ceremony, Bathinda SSP

In thrilling canal
rescue, Bathinda
Police save 11 lives

Amneet Kondal presented
each officer with Rs 25,000,
totaling Rs 1 lakh, and the
prestigious DGP
Commendation Disc.
Punjab CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann and DGP
Gaurav Yadav showered
praise on the team’s valor
and unwavering
commitment to public
safety.

The rescued
passengers received
immediate first aid and were
rushed to a hospital for
further care. The operation
highlighted the power of
p o l i c e - c o m m u n i t y
collaboration in
emergencies.

Local organizations also
played a key role in the
rescue, earning widespread
appreciation.

The gallantry of the
officers and residents has
been lauded as an inspiring
testament to unity and heroism.

Prayagraj, July 24 (UNI) Allahabad High Court has
granted bail Zafar Ali, accused in the violence during the
survey in Shahi Jama Masjid in Sambhal.

The Court's single bench of Justice Sameer Jain gave
relief to Zafar Ali here on Thursday.

Violence took place during the survey of Sambhal
Jama Masjid on November 24, 2024. In this case, an
FIR was lodged against SP MP Zia ur Rehman Barq
and Sambhal's SP MLA Iqbal Mahmood's son Sohail
Iqbal.

It was argued that Mosque's head Zafar Ali's name
was not included in the FIR. On March 23, 2025, the police
arrested Zafar Ali during the investigation.

The police arrested Zafar Ali on charges of inciting
violence during the survey. After which the hearing on
this matter was going on continuously in Allahabad High
Court and today the court granted bail to Zafar Ali.
Presently Zafar Ali is in Moradabad jail.

Alld HC grants bail
to Zafar Ali in Jama
Masjid violence case

Ahmedabad, July 24
(IANS) :Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal led a rally
in Gujarat’s Narmada
district in support of jailed
tribal MLA Chaitar Vasava.
Speaking in Dediyapada,
Kejriwal accused the BJP
government in the state of
suppressing tribal voices
and framing Vasava in a
fabricated case for exposing
systemic corruption.

"The BJP can jail our
leaders, but they cannot jail
the truth," Kejriwal
declared.

"Chaitar Vasava is not a
criminal; he is a symbol of
resistance, of truth, and of
tribal rights. He stood for
his people when no one
else did."

Punjab Chief Minister

Kejriwal leads charge against BJP, calls party
MLA Chaitar Vasava 'symbol of tribal resistance'

Bhagwant Mann, AAP
Gujarat state president
Isudan Gadhvi, senior
leader Gopal Italia, and
other party functionaries
also addressed the crowd,
framing the event as a battle
for the dignity and future
of Gujarat's tribal
communities.

Kejriwal accused the
BJP of looting public funds
meant for education,
healthcare, and rural
infrastructure.

"From school money to
hospital budgets to
MGNREGA wages all have
been siphoned off. And
when Chaitar Vasava
exposed this rot, they jailed
him," he said.

He further claimed that
false cases were filed,
CCTV footage was deleted,

and law enforcement acted
on political instructions.
"BJP's message is clear: if
you speak up, we'll lock
you up. Our message is
clearer: we will only speak
louder."

AAP MLA Gopal Italia
drew sharp contrasts
between AAP and BJP,
saying, "The BJP gives
tickets to goons and
criminals. Arvind Kejriwal
gave tickets to youths like
Chaitar Vasava and me —
people who come from
modest backgrounds and
care about justice."

He urged the public to
support "honest, clean
candidates" in upcoming
local body elections. "We
need to win every taluka and
district panchayat seat and
make sure BJP loses its

deposit everywhere," he
said.Punjab CM Bhagwant
Mann said: "The land,
water, and forests belong to
the tribal people. But the
BJP is selling everything.
They are even deleting
CCTV footage to hide the
truth."He promised that
AAP would remain a
steadfast ally of tribal
communities and accused
BJP of turning governance
into an extractive industry.
"When an adivasi rises, no
storm can stop him," Mann
said.With district and
taluka panchayat elections
around the corner, AAP
used the event to galvanise
its grassroots base. "Come
forward, take tickets, stand
in elections," Kejriwal
urged locals. "Let the
people of Gujarat write a

new chapter."
Isudan Gadhvi echoed

this sentiment, claiming the
BJP's time was up. "The
cycle of power is turning.
Just like Krishna said when
the time comes, the
arrogant fall. BJP, your time
is up," he declared.

Chaitar Vasava's wife
Varsha Vasava read out a
letter from her jailed
husband. The letter
accused the police of acting
on BJP's orders and
outlined a series of
injustices, including being
denied family visits and
legal due process. "I left a
secure government job to fight
for my community," Vasava
wrote. "Now they are
punishing me for raising my
voice. But I am not afraid.
This fight is bigger than me."

3 killed, several injured in
two separate road accidents

Lucknow, July 24 (UNI) : A tragic road accident in
Deoria district claimed the life of a high school student on
Thursday afternoon.

Karishma Gupta, a resident of Usrahwa Tola in Sekhuai
village under Gauri Bazar police station limits, was
returning home from Inter College Indupur on her bicycle
when she was fatally hit by a speeding dumper.

The incident occurred around 1 PM near the Central
Bank on Rudrapur–Deoria Road. According to
eyewitnesses, the dumper approached from behind at high
speed and rammed into Karishma’s bicycle.

She fell onto the road, and the vehicle ran over her,
killing her instantly. Shocked bystanders tried to stop the
dumper, but the driver fled the scene after abandoning
the vehicle a short distance away.

In a separate accident in Agra, two women died and
five others were injured when an Eco car carrying seven
devotees collided with a roadside tree in the Fatehabad
area of Agra district on Thursday morning.

The group, all residents of the Chandwar Gate area in
Firozabad, was en route to the Mankameshwar Temple in
Agra.The accident occurred as the group was singing
bhajans during their journey. The car reportedly lost
balance and crashed into a tree. The impact severely
damaged the front of the vehicle, causing panic and injuries
to all occupants.Two women sitting in the front seat, 60-
year-old Charan Devi and 55-year-old Rampati, died on
the spot. The injured include Sunita, Manju, Aradhya,
Navami, and the car driver, Pawan.

All were rushed to a local hospital for medical
treatment. Police and local villagers worked together to
rescue the injured from the wrecked vehicle.

Prayagraj, July 24
(UNI) Congress state
president Ajay Rai today
visited SRN Hospital to
meet brothers Arun
Mishra and Aditya
Mishra, who were injured
in a recent firing incident
outside the registry office
in Patti, Pratapgarh
district.

While speaking to the
media, Rai directly
accused a BJP leader of
involvement in the attack,

Cong UP president Ajay Rai attacks Govt. on law & order
even showing the alleged
shooter's photo on his
phone.

Rai alleged that the
shooting took place in
broad daylight, with the
attacker identified as a
BJP leader chasing and
firing at the victims in full
public view.

"In the BJP
government, people are
being shot openly on the
streets.

Even after two days,

the accused has not been
arrested, and no bulldozer
action has been taken
against his house," he
said, referring to the
Yogi Adityanath-led
government's well-
known policy of
demolishing properties
linked to accused
criminals.

The Congress leader
further claimed that one of
the injured brothers was
operated on and

discharged shortly before
his arrival, while he
managed to meet the other
victim at the hospital. He
questioned the haste
behind the discharge,
suggesting it was an
attempt to suppress the
matter.

Calling the incident a
reflection of "jungle raj"
and "mafia raj" in Uttar
Pradesh, Rai demanded
immediate and strict
action against the

accused. "Why is there
no bulldozer on the house
of the attacker? When will
action be taken? CM Yogi
is protecting criminals and
promoting lawlessness in
the state," he added.

Rai urged the
government to act under
its stated policy of zero
tolerance towards crime
and immediately demolish
the accused’s property
while ensuring legal
action without delay.

Governor’s
Drug-free
Himachal
model to be
implemented
nationally

Shimla, July 24 (UNI)
Himachal Pradesh
Governor Shiv Pratap
Shukla on Wednesday said
that the anti-drug campaign
launched from Raj Bhavan
is set to be adopted at the
national level.

Addressing a press
interaction, he said a high-
level committee led by
Union Youth Affairs and
Sports Minister Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya
recently visited Raj Bhavan
to study the "Nasha Mukt
Himachal" model.
Impressed by its outreach
and community
involvement, the Union
Ministry has decided to
replicate the model across
the country.

As a first step, the
Ministry organised a youth
spiritual retreat, Nasha
Mukt Yuva for Viksit
Bharat, in Kashi, Uttar
Pradesh, on July 20, which
the governor attended.

Expressing concern
over the rising substance
abuse in the hill state, the
governor urged the state
government to establish a
state-of-the-art de-addiction
and rehabilitation centre.

He said the campaign,
inspired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision, is
rooted in grassroots
participation.

The initiative has
involved students, Mahila
Mandals, and Panchayati
Raj Institutions across all
districts. Awareness rallies,
drug-free-themed fairs, and
local resolutions to
withhold government
benefits from substance
abusers have formed key
pillars of the campaign.
Sports competitions in
collaboration with NCC,
NSS, and youth clubs have
also helped mobilise youth.

To further
institutionalise the effort,
students entering
universities and colleges
must now submit affidavits
pledging to stay drug-free.
The governor has also
written to all MLAs, urging
them to actively support the
mission in their
constituencies.

“This is not just a
campaign but a mission to
protect our future
generations and preserve
the social fabric of our
communities,” said
Governor Shukla,
emphasising the need for
collective societal action to
combat the drug menace.

Srinagar, July 24 (UNI)
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today instructed
the Industries & Commerce
department to take strong
action against showrooms
and retail outlets that are
selling machine-made
carpets under the label of
Kashmir handmade
carpets.

The CM took a serious
note of counterfeit
machine-made carpets
passed off as authentic
Kashmiri hand-knotted

Take strong action against outlets selling
machine-made carpets: Omar to officers

products.CM observed
that these fakes would
damage the globally
renowned brand of
Kashmiri hand-made
carpets and adversely
affect the artisan families
who depend on this craft for
their livelihood.A
delegation of Carpet Export
Promotion Council, Indian
Silk Export Promotion
Council, Meeras Carpet
Weavers Cooperative, the
Kashmir Carpet Cluster
Development Organisation

& Kashmir Carpet
Manufacturers Association
met the Chief Minister at
the Civil Secretariat
Srinagar, calling for
prohibiting the sale of
machine-made carpets in all
handicrafts-registered
showrooms and stronger
enforcement mechanisms.

They also raised the
issue of some
unscrupulous traders
making use of fake GI labels
on machine-made carpets.
They called for preserving

this craft, Kashmir’s
identity, and livelihood of
artisans, a government
spokesman said.

On Tuesday, the
Directorate of Handicrafts
and Handloom, Kashmir,
blacklisted the “Kashmir
Art Bazaar” in Tangmarg in
the Baramulla district after
it was found guilty of
selling a machine-made
carpet for Rs 2.55 lakh to a
tourist, falsely claiming it
was a hand-knotted, GI-
certified Kashmiri product.

Lucknow, July 24 (UNI)
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya has launched a
sharp offensive against the
Samajwadi Party (SP),
accusing its leadership of
misusing socialism as a
façade for personal gain.

In a social media post on
Thursday, Maurya
described the party as an
“organised gang” that
thrives on land grabbing
and misgoverning.

“Samajwadi Party, which
stands at zero in terms of
ideology, is merely an

Keshav Prasad Maurya launches
scathing attack on Samajwadi
Party, calls it 'organised Gang'

organised gang of
occupiers,” Maurya wrote.
He alleged that from top to
bottom, SP leaders treat
public and government land
as their personal property,
further adding, “In the
name of socialism, they are
only working to expand the
‘Saifai empire.''

He also targeted the
party’s ethics and political
direction, stating that the
SP no longer operates
based on policy or morality.
Referring to the Saifai clan,
the native village of the
Yadav family, he claimed the

SP's actions reflect a
strategy of expansionism
under the guise of
socialism.This isn’t the first
time Maurya has hit out at
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav. In
an earlier statement, he
referenced a Supreme Court
decision, alleging it
validated the illegal land
occupation carried out
during Akhilesh Yadav’s
tenure. “SP leaders believe
in the principle of ‘lathi-
vaad’ and support those
whose core agenda is
capturing land,” he added,
reinforcing his criticism.

Kolkata, July 24 (IANS)
At least 13 people were
killed in lightning strikes in
three districts of West
Bengal on Thursday.

Of the 13 persons killed
in the lightning-related
mishaps, seven were from
Bankura district, five from
East Burdwan district, and
one from West Midnapore
district.In Bankura, one
person named Ziaul Haque
Mollah, resident of Khiri
village under Kotulpur

13 Die due to lightning in three districts
police station, was working
in the field when the
lightning struck. Others
present in the field rushed
him to a local hospital,
where doctors declared him
dead.A youth named Jiban
Ghosh was seriously
injured at Patrasayer in the
same district. He was first
taken to the Patrasayer
Block Primary Health
Centre. From there, he was
taken to Bishnupur Super
Speciality Hospital and

then to Bankura Sammilani
Medical College, where
doctors declared him dead.

Meanwhile, another
person died due to a
lightning strike at Onda in
the same district. The
deceased was identified as
Narayan Sawar. At Indas,
one person was killed and
another was injured in a
lightning strike. Police said
the deceased was
identified as Sheikh Ismail.
At the Joypur area of the

same district, one person
named Uttam Bhuniya died
similarly.In the East
Burdwan district, sixty-
year-old Sanatan Patra died
in the Madhabdihi area due to
a lightning strike. The police
said, "On Thursday morning,
the person was working in a
field when lightning struck. On
receiving the information, we
rescued him and took him to
Alampur Primary Health
Centre, where the doctors
declared him brought dead."

Chandigarh, July 24
(UNI) Gulab Chand Kataria,
who serves as both the
Governor of Punjab and the
Administrator of
Chandigarh, was rushed to

Punjab Governor hospitalized
after sudden health scare

PGI Chandigarh today due
to a sudden health
emergency. Details
regarding the nature of his
condition have not yet
been revealed.Unverified

reports from some sources
suggest that Kataria may
have been injured after a
fall, but no official
statement from Raj Bhavan
has confirmed these claims.
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Complete Staff Overhaul in
Two Excise Stations as Part
of Navodayam 2.0 Drive

(Standard Post Bureau)
Amaravati, July 24: As part of the

intensified implementation of
Navodayam 2.0, Director of Excise and
Prohibition Nishant Kumar has ordered
a complete staff change in two key
Excise Stations in East Godavari district
due to continued underperformance.
The decision follows a review of
enforcement work in the region, where
it was observed that the expected
progress and alertness were lacking in
Rajamahendravaram North and South
Stations. Despite earlier instructions
and follow-up reviews, enforcement
gaps persisted.

In response, the entire staff of both
Rajamahendravaram North and South
has been shifted, and new personnel
have been attached from other units to
these stations. The reallocation is aimed

at strengthening on-ground enforcement
and achieving the objectives of
Navodayam 2.0. This action reflects the
department’s firm focus on
accountability and performance, and
further steps will be taken wherever
required to ensure results.

Action reflects the dept’s firm focus on accountability

Govt. policies, schemes aid record
production of food grains: Governor
(Standard Post Bureau)

Vijayawada, July 24   :
Governor S Abdul Nazeer
has said India achieved a
record food grain
production of 353.95 million
tonnes in 2024, increase of
6.5pc increase compared to
the previous year, driven
by bumper harvests of key
crops like wheat, rice, and
maize.AP Governor and
Chancellor of Acharya N.G.
Ranga Agricultural
University presided over the
57th Annual Convocation of
the University held in
Swarna Bharat Trust
Auditorium in Atkur, Krishna
district, on Thursday.

Delivering the
Convocation address, the
governor said that
supportive government
policies and schemes
contributed significantly
towards this achievement,
adding that India’s
agricultural commodities
are reaching several
countries across the world.

The governor noted
that food demand is
expected to rise to

approximately 400 million
tonnes by 2050,
necessitating the need to
produce even more to meet
this demand.

“In 2024, India's
agricultural sector
contributed approximately
16% to the country's GDP,
providing livelihood
support to about 46.1% of

the country’s population,
and an agricultural growth
rate of 4% per annum is
necessary to meet the
demand of food, feed, and
fodder and to ensure a
growth rate of 8-9% of GDP,
to reduce poverty and
support the overall
economic growth of the
country,” he asserted.

The governor
highlighted that Andhra
Pradesh is the ‘leading
performer’ with a CAGR of
8.8% in agriculture and
allied sectors during the
year 2024-25.He said that
while producing more food
is important, it is also
necessary to take care of
nutritional security and

food safety.
“India has attained self-

sufficiency in the
production of cereals and
millets over the period, and
it is high time to also focus
more on the production of
pulses and oilseed crops to
avoid problems arising out
of malnutrition and
dependency on imports,”
the governor observed.

Earlier, Governor Abdul
Nazeer presented the
degrees and gold medals to
meritorious students. A
Venu Prasad, former Special
Chief Secretary to the
Government of Punjab,
attended the Convocation
as the Chief Guest and
delivered the guest lecture.

Dr. R Sarada
Jayalakshmi Devi, vice
chancellor, presented
annual reports of the
University. Dr M Hari
Jawaharlal, ex-officio
secretary to governor;
MLA Kamineni Srinivas,
In-charge Collector
Geetanjali Sharma; and
other dignitaries attended
the convocation.

‘Low pressure over
North Bay of Bengal
likely to intensify into
well-marked low
pressure in 24 hrs: Met

Amaravati, July 24
(UNI) : The Low Pressure
Area over the north Bay
of Bengal, which currently
lies over the central parts
of the region as of 0830
hrs on Thursday, is likely
to intensify into a well-
marked low pressure area
within the next 24 hours,
according to the
Meteorological Centre
here.The associated
cyclonic circulation
extends up to 7.6 km
above mean sea level and
tilts south-westwards with
height. The system is
expected to move west-
north westwards towards
the coasts of West Bengal
and adjoining north
Odisha over the next 48
hours.The monsoon
trough at mean sea level
presently runs through Sri
Ganganagar, Sirsa,
Meerut, Hardoi, Patna,
Jamshedpur, Digha, and
further south eastwards to
the centre of the low-
pressure area over the
north Bay of Bengal.

Additionally, a trough
extending from Vidarbha
to the cyclonic circulation

associated with this
system — across south
Chhattisgarh at around 5.8
km above mean sea level
— continues to persist.

Under its influence,
heavy to very heavy
rainfall is likely to occur at
isolated places in North
Coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Yanam over the next
48 hours.Heavy rainfall is
also expected at isolated
places in North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and
Yanam for the next five
days, and in South
Coastal Andhra Pradesh
during the next 48 hours.

CM, Naidu to visit
Singapore from
July 26 to 31

Vijayawada, July 24
(UNI) : Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu will
embark on a six-day visit to
Singapore from July 26 to
31, aimed at attracting
investments to Andhra
Pradesh. During the visit,
the Chief Minister will
engage with
representatives of leading
global companies, business
owners, prominent
industrialists, and notable
personalities.

This visit marks his
second foreign tour since
the formation of the
coalition government,
following his earlier visit to
Davos.

The Singapore visit will
serve as a key platform to
promote Brand AP and
showcase the state’s new
industrial and ease-of-
doing-business policies.

The Chief Minister will
highlight Andhra
Pradesh’s robust
infrastructure, including
ports, airports, highways,
harbours, and abundant
water and land resources,
as well as its 1,053 km
coastline and skilled human

capital, urging global
investors to explore
opportunities in the state.

Throughout the six-day
visit, Naidu will hold
meetings with CEOs and
senior representatives of
various companies.

On the first day, he will
participate in the Telugu
Diaspora meeting to be
attended by members of the
Telugu community from
Singapore and
neighbouring countries. He
will extend an invitation to
them to invest in Andhra
Pradesh and encourage
their participation in the
state’s P4 (Public-Private-
People Partnership)
initiative for poverty
eradication.

The Chief Minister will
focus on attracting
investments in sectors
such as port-based
projects, semiconductors,
artificial intelligence, and
data centres. He will meet
with senior dignitaries in
Singapore to invite
industrialists from the
region to the
Visakhapatnam Investment
Summit scheduled for
November this year.

Naidu will also
participate in business
roundtable meetings
centred on the digital
economy and fintech, and
will attend a dedicated
business roadshow in
Singapore. As part of the
tour, he will also visit key
infrastructure and logistics
centres across the country.

Sri City partners
with NovaAir
for nitrogen
gas supply

Sri City (Tirupati Dist),
July 24 (UNI): Sri City and
NovaAir Technologies Pvt.
Ltd. have entered into an
agreement to install a
nitrogen gas pipeline at Sri
City,an integrated business
hub and special economic
zone.

The project aims to
boost the region’s
industrial infrastructure by
providing a consistent and
dependable nitrogen gas
supply to local
manufacturing units,
according to a statement
released today.

Under the terms of the
agreement, NovaAir will be
responsible for the
pipeline’s design,
construction, ownership,
and ongoing maintenance.
Sri City has granted them
exclusive right-of-way,
facilitating seamless gas
distribution throughout the
industrial park. The pipeline
will be implemented in
stages to minimize any
disruption to existing
industrial operations.Dr
Ravindra Sannareddy,
Founder Managing
Director of Sri City,
expressed that this strategic
partnership brings world-
class utility infrastructure
to industries within Sri City
Industrial Park and is
poised to set new
standards for industrial
park utilities across India.

Police raids
saloons, spas

Kakinada, July 24(UNI)
: In the backdrop of large
scale complaints of flesh
trade, especially in
Peddapuram and along
national highways, district
SP Bindu Madhav has
instructed the police to
carry out raids wherever the
commercial sex work is
going on.The Kakinada sub
divisional police officer
Manish Devaraj Patil along
with circle inspectors of all
the three town police
stations have conducted
simultaneous raids on the
beauty saloons and Spas in
the city today.Though no
one was arrested, the police
teams after thorough
search have advised the
saloon and Spa owners to
keep away from such illegal
activities.They also warned
of stringent action and
stressed that no lenience
would be shown. Similarly
the Jaggampet circle
officials, along with the
national highway patrolling
teams also conducted
surprise checks on the
roadside dhabas and other
dens where sexual workers
reside and warned the
Dhaba owners of stringent
action if sex workers were
found sheltered there.

YSRCP Senior Leader
alleges liquor scam
being investigated under
yellow media directions

Vijayawada, July 24
(UNI) : YSRCP senior leader
and  former MLA
Kethireddi Venkatarami
Reddy condemned the
Chandrababu Naidu-led
coalition government for
using the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
conduct a "biased" liquor
case probe dictated by
"yellow media."

Speaking at YSRCP’s
Tadepalli office, near here
today, Kethireddi stated
that media outlets like
Eenadu and Andhra Jyothi
publish fabricated stories at
Naidu’s behest to target
YSRCP leaders, with the
SIT filing cases based
solely on these reports.

"The SIT is not
following the law but the
script of yellow media,
leaking confidential remand
reports to these outlets to
defame us," he charged.
Kethireddy dismissed the
liquor case allegations,
stating, "The SIT has no

evidence, only coerced
statements."He noted that
the Government initially
said that it was a Rs 50,000
crore scam but later was
reduced to Rs 3,500 crore
scam. Moreover, the
investigation officials have
lacked the evidence to
substantiate the scam, he
claimed. He charged that
the liquor scam is part of
vindictive politics, he
flayed. The YSRCP senior
leader criticized the
coalition for defying court
orders, saying that police
protection was denied for
his uncle, Kethireddi Pedda
Reddy, despite judicial
directives. He lashed out at
Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan for losing
credibility, and being "used
by Naidu" to malign YSRCP,
referencing Kalyan’s claims
about missing girls.
"YSRCP will expose this
regime’s excesses and
fight  for justice,"
Kethireddi concluded.

Grow plants for healthy
environment: Umar Alisha

Kakinada, July 24
(UNI) : Chief of Sri Viswa
Vignana Vidya
Adhyathmika Peetham Dr
Umar Alisha has called
upon every person to
plant three saplings each
to pave the way for clean
and healthy environment
which is essential for well
being of the mankind.

Addressing as the
chief guest at the 'My
Plant- My Breath
programme' under the
auspices of Umar Alisha
rural development Trust
(UARDT) at the District

court in Pithapuram town
today, he said, plants
would provide the green
cover and clean
environment that is
essential for the health of
the people.

He gave a call every
person to make
Pithapuram town green by
planting three saplings
each.Twelfth additional
district Judge K Srihari
has appreciated the Umar
Alisha rural development
Trust for initiating the
plantation programme for
environmental protection.
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Yoga may reduce
diabetes risk
by 40 per cent

Even as India continues to be the
diabetes capital of the world, a new
study on Thursday shows yoga can
prevent the risk by 40 per cent.

The findings, presented by
Union Minister for Science and
Technology, Dr. Jitendra Singh,
himself a noted diabetologist,
highlighted the potential of yoga
in preventive healthcare.

The study led by the Research
Society for the Study of Diabetes
in India (RSSDI) suggests that the
regular practice of yoga may
reduce the risk of developing Type
2 diabetes by as much as 40 per
cent in individuals predisposed to
the condition.

"This is one of the first such
efforts that seeks to scientifically
document the prevention of the
occurrence of Type 2 diabetes with
yoga. As per the authors of the
report, there is as much as a 40
per cent reduction in developing
of Type 2 diabetes among potential
individuals who practice yoga
regularly," Singh said.

The research aimed to explore
the role of yoga in the prevention
-- rather than just the management
-- of Type 2 diabetes. It also
specified certain Yoga Aasans
found useful for this.Singh
pointed out that most earlier
studies had focused on individuals
already living with diabetes,
examining how yoga could reduce
their dependence on medication or
insulin.In contrast, this study
concentrates exclusively on
individuals at risk of developing
the disease, such as those with a
family history of diabetes, and
whether the onset can be prevented
altogether.“The report has been
submitted for further scrutiny. As
per the authors, it is based on non-
clinical observations,” the MoS
said. The Minister further noted
that similar research is also
underway under the purview of the
Department of Biotechnology,
where studies are being conducted
on how traditional wellness
interventions like yoga can contribute
to preventive and therapeutic health
outcomes.“This study reflects how
ancient practices like yoga, when
rigorously examined through
scientific methods, can offer real-
world health solutions. It’s a step
towards strengthening preventive
healthcare and building a healthier
India,,” Singh said.

Advancements in Endoscopic
Microsurgery and CyberKnife
Radiosurgery for Brain Tumors

(Standard Post Bureau)
The field of

neurosurgery has
undergone a
revolutionary
transformation over the
past decade, particularly
with the emergence of
advanced endoscopic
microsurgical techniques
and the evolution of
radiosurgical technologies
such as CyberKnife.
These innovations have
significantly enhanced the
precision, safety, and
efficacy of brain tumor
treatment, offering
patients new hope with
fewer complications and
faster recovery.

Traditionally, brain
tumor surgery involved
large craniotomies—
removal of a significant
portion of the skull—to
access and remove the
tumor. While effective,
such procedures were
associated with
considerable risks
including infections,
blood loss, and prolonged
recovery times. With the
introduction of
endoscopic microsurgery,
the approach has become
minimally invasive,
involving the use of high-
definition endoscopes
inserted through small
openings, either via
natural orifices like the
nose or through tiny
incisions in the skull.

This technique has
proven especially
effective in the treatment
of pituitary adenomas,
craniopharyngiomas,
colloid cysts,
intraventricular tumors,
and other deep-seated
brain lesions. Using
angled lenses and precise

instrumentation, we can
now reach regions of the
brain that were once
considered high-risk or
inoperable, all while
preserving surrounding
healthy tissues.

endoscopic endonasal
surgery for tumors located
at the base of the skull are
performed through the
nasal cavity, eliminating
external scars and
significantly reducing
hospital stay. Patients
typically experience faster
recovery, reduced
postoperative pain, and a
quicker return to normal
activities.

Another significant
advancement has been
the integration of
neuronavigation
systems—akin to a GPS
for the brain—which
guide the surgeon with
real-time, 3D imaging.
Combined with high-
powered microscopes and
fluorescence-guided
techniques, we can
achieve maximal tumor
resection while minimizing
the risk of neurological

deficits.
While surgical

resection remains the gold
standard for many brain
tumors, not all tumors are
amenable to surgery. For
lesions located in
eloquent areas of the
brain or for patients who
are unfit for surgery due
to age or comorbidities,
CyberKnife radiosurgery
offers a non-invasive,
outpatient alternative.

CyberKnife is a
revolutionary robotic
radiosurgery system that
delivers highly focused
beams of radiation to the
tumor with sub-millimeter
accuracy. Unlike
conventional radiation
therapy, which is
delivered over multiple
sessions, CyberKnife can
often treat brain tumors in
one to five sessions with
minimal impact on
surrounding tissues.

This technique is
particularly effective for
treating vestibular
schwannomas (acoustic
neuromas), meningiomas,
brain metastases,

arteriovenous
malformations, and even
recurrent or residual
tumors following surgery.
One of the standout
features of CyberKnife is
its ability to track the
tumor in real time,
adjusting the radiation
beams as the patient
moves slightly—this
ensures continuous
accuracy without the need
for a rigid frame, offering
unmatched patient
comfort.

At Artemis Hospital,
we have successfully
treated hundreds of
patients using
CyberKnife, either as a
standalone therapy or in
conjunction with surgery.
The synergy between
microsurgical tumor
debulking and
radiosurgical precision
allows us to optimize
outcomes even in complex
cases.

The integration of
minimally invasive
surgery with robotic
radiosurgery represents
the future of neuro-
oncology. With
continuous advancements
in imaging,
instrumentation, and
intraoperative monitoring,
we are now better
equipped than ever to
tackle tumors once
deemed untreatable.

For patients and their
families, these
technologies translate
into better quality of life,
reduced hospitalization,
and long-term disease
control. The focus is no
longer just on survival—
but on healing with
dignity, functionality, and
minimal disruption to life.

Dr. Aditya Gupta,
Director – Neurosurgery and Cyberknife,

Artemis Hospital, Gurugram

Both Houses
adjourned for fourth
day amid Opposition
uproar over Bihar SIR

New Delhi, July 24 (UNI) For the fourth consecutive
day today, both Houses of Parliament were adjourned for
the day after Opposition members created ruckus,
demanding the withdrawal of the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) process in Bihar and discussion
on Operation Sindoor.

As soon as the Lok Sabha reconvened at 2 pm, and
the presiding officer, Krishna Prasad Tenneti, called for
the proceedings of the House, Opposition members
entered into the well of the House holding placards in
support of their demands and started raising slogans.

Tenneti urged the members to return to their seats
and participate in the discussion on the bill related to the
Scheduled Tribes of Goa, which was due today.

He said that the bill was also listed for discussion
yesterday, but due to the commotion caused by
Opposition members, the discussion could not take place.

Meanwhile, Minister of State for Law and Justice Arjun
Ram Meghwal said that an important bill related to the
Scheduled Tribes is listed for discussion and passage,
but the Opposition was not concerned about the interests
of the Scheduled Tribes.He said that this is a significant
bill as for the first time, a legislation has been introduced
to provide representation to the Scheduled Tribes of Goa.

The presiding officer said that yesterday as well, the
Goa State Scheduled Tribe Representation Re-adjustment
Bill, 2014 was brought for discussion and passage, but
the House was not allowed to function. He added,

"As long as you keep displaying placards, the
proceedings of the House cannot continue. All of you
please return to your seats and participate in the
discussion on the bill".

Due to the continued protest by Opposition members,
the Lok Sabha proceedings were adjourned until Friday.

Earlier in the day, the Lok Sabha was adjourned till 2
pm after Opposition members created ruckus demanding
rollback of SIR process in Bihar.

Meanwhile, Rajya Sabha too was adjourned for the
day after Opposition party members protested against
the SIR of the electoral roll in Bihar and created uproar.

When the House reconvened at 2 pm, Deputy
Chairperson Bhubaneswar Kalita called on AIADMK's
M Thambi Durai to begin the discussion on the Carriage
of Goods by Sea Bill, 2025. As soon as Durai stood up to
speak, Opposition members rose from their seats and came
near the chair, shouting slogans in protest against the
SIR in Bihar.As the uproar escalated, BJP's Laxmikant
Bajpai raised a point of order under Rule 235 and demanded
action against Opposition members.

In response, Deputy Leader of the Congress in the
House, Pramod Tiwari, also cited rules and said that the
Leader of the Opposition was not being given an
opportunity to speak in the House.Kalita appealed to the
Opposition members to return to their seats and urged for
maintaining order in the House. When his appeals had no
effect, he adjourned the proceedings for the rest of the day.

London/New Delhi, July
24 (UNI) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today
described the India-UK
Free

Trade Agreement (FTA)
as a blueprint for shared
prosperity which is more
than an economic
partnership and marks
historic milestone in
relations between the two
countries.

‘’I am pleased that after
years of dedicated efforts,
the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade
Agreement between our
two countries has been
concluded today. This
agreement is more than just
an economic partnership; it
is also a blueprint for
shared prosperity,’’ the
Prime Minister said in his
remarks during the joint
press statement along with
his British counterpart Keir
Starmer.He said the
Agreement paves way for
enhanced market access in
the UK for Indian textiles,
footwear, gems and
jewellery, seafood, and
engineering goods and will
unlock new opportunities
for India’s agricultural
produce and processed
food industry.

Above all, the
agreement will be especially
beneficial for India’s youth,
farmers, fishermen, and the
MSME sector.

He said UK-made
products like medical
devices and aerospace

India-UK FTA 'blueprint for shared prosperity' : PM
components will become
more accessible and
affordable for Indian
consumers and industries.

Alongside the trade
agreement, a consensus
has also been reached on
the Double Contribution
Convention which will
inject new momentum into
the service sectors of both
countries, particularly in
technology and finance.

It will enhance the ease
of doing business, reduce
operational costs and boost
confidence of doing
business. Additionally, the
UK economy will benefit
from access to skilled
Indian talent.These
agreements will boost
bilateral investment and
generate new employment
opportunities in both
countries. Moreover, these
agreements ‘’between two
vibrant democracies and
major global economies’’
will contribute to
strengthening global
stability and shared
prosperity.

The Prime Minister said
both countries were
launching Vision 2035 to
infuse new momentum and
energy into the
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership over the next
decade. This would serve
as a roadmap for a strong,
trusted, and ambitious
partnership in the areas of
technology, defence,
climate, education, and
p e o p l e - t o - p e o p l e

connectivity.
A Defence Industrial

Roadmap has also been
developed to deepen
collaboration in defence
and security. Both
countries will also work to
further strengthen
Technology Security
Initiative and are committed
to creating the future
together through
commitment to AI, Critical
Minerals, Semiconductors
and Cyber Security.

He said both our
countries are writing a new
chapter together in the field
of education. Six
universities from the UK
would open campuses in
India. The University of
Southampton has already
inaugurated its campus in
Gurugram.The Prime
Minister thanked his
British counterpart and his
government for their strong
condemnation of the
Pahalgam terrorist attack
and said both leaders were
united against double
standards in the fight
against terrorism.

They also agreed that
forces with extremist
ideologies must not be
allowed to misuse
democratic freedoms and
those who misuse
democratic freedoms to
undermine democracy
itself, must be held to
account.

On the matter of
extradition of economic
offenders the Prime

Minister said agencies of
both countries would
continue to work together
in close coordination and
cooperation.

On peace and stability
in Indo-Pacific, Ukraine and
the situation in West Asia,
he said he and Mr Starmer
continued to share
perspectives. ‘’We support
early restoration of peace
and stability. Respect for
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all countries is
essential. Today’s era
demands development, not
expansionism.’’

He condoled the death
of British citizens in the
tragic Ahmedabad plane
crash.Describing the
people of Indian origin
living in UK as a ‘’living
bridge in our relationship,’’
Mr Modi said ‘’they did not
just bring curry from India,
but also creativity,
commitment, and character.
Their contribution is not
limited to the UK’s thriving
economy — it is equally
visible in the country's
culture, sports, and public
service.’’

xpressing commitment
to building a ‘’high scoring
solid partnership’’ Prime
Minister Modi said India
and UK come together in
cricket, especially during a
Test series.

‘’For both of us cricket
is not just a game but a
passion. And also, a great
metaphor for our
partnership.

New Delhi, July 24 (UNI)
: The Rajya Sabha bade
farewell to six of its
members after completion
of their tenure today.

The MPs represented
Tamil Nadu in the Upper
House.

However, one of the
retiring members, P Wilson
of DMK, was re-elected,
and is expected to re-join
the House tomorrow
onwards.

Soon after the House
met for the business of the
day, Deputy Chairman
Harivansh announced that
the terms of M Mohamed
Abdulla of DMK, N
Chandrasegharan of
AIADMK, Anbumani
Ramadoss of PMK, M
Shanmugam of DMK, Vaiko
of MDMK and DMK’s P
Wilson ends today.

On the occasion, MPs
from different parties
appreciated their
contribution towards
strengthening the
democratic set-up and
traditions of the country.

Deputy Chairman
Harivansh, Leader of the
House J P Nadda, and
many other leaders from
different political parties
lauded their work, saying
they contributed
meaningfully to the
deliberations of the House.

"Each one of these
members has contributed

Rajya Sabha bids
farewell to 6 members

meaningfully to the
deliberations of the House,
bringing with them diverse
experiences, perspectives
and a deep sense of
commitment to public
service and democratic
value," said the Deputy
Chairman of the House.

He also wished them
good health, happiness,
and continued success in
their future endeavours on
behalf of the House.

Union Minister JP
Nadda said they provided
valuable insights on
different aspects, including
policy, and other critical
issues, which enriched the
House. Congress Deputy
Leader in the House,
Pramod Tiwari, in the
absence of Leader of
Opposition, Mallikarjun
Kharge, wished the retiring
members good health, and
hoped that they would
continue serving the
society.

Speaking on the
occasion, one of the
retiring members,
Chandrasekaran said that
during the last five years,
he raised issues
concerning the people of
his state.

He also expressed
satisfaction over his tenure
in the Rajya Sabha, and
thanked all the members for
their support and best
wishes.
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London/ New Delhi,
July 24 (UNI) : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
on a two-day crucial trip to
the United Kingdom, today
thanked the Indian
diaspora in the United
Kingdom for their warm
welcome, calling their
passion and dedication to
India’s development “truly
heartening.”

“Touched by the warm
welcome from the Indian
community in the UK. Their
affection and passion
towards India's progress is
truly heartening,” the Prime
Minister posted on X,
shortly after arriving in
London — the first leg of
his two-nation tour.

This marks PM Modi’s
fourth visit to the United
Kingdom since 2014. His
two-day trip from July 23
underscores the growing
momentum in the India-UK
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, established in
2021.Describing the visit as
one aimed at "advancing
the economic partnership
between our nations," PM
Modi said the focus would
be on fostering prosperity,
accelerating growth, and
generating employment. “A
strong India-UK friendship
is essential for global
progress,” he noted.During

Touched by warm welcome
from Indian community...truly
heartening': PM Modi in UK

the visit, PM Modi is
scheduled to meet his
British counterpart, Keir
Starmer, and King Charles
III. His discussions with
PM Starmer are expected to
culminate in the signing of
a landmark Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) between
India and the UK.

The long-awaited deal,
three years in the making
and finalized in May, is set
to bolster bilateral trade by
eliminating or reducing
tariffs on a range of goods.
It is expected to
significantly boost exports
of Indian labour-intensive
sectors such as leather,
footwear, and garments,
while also easing the entry
of British goods like whisky
and automobiles into the
Indian market.

Officials on both sides
believe the agreement
could help double bilateral
trade to $120 billion by 2030,
creating new opportunities
for businesses and workers
alike.This trip also marks the
third meeting between PM
Modi and PM Starmer in the
past year. The two leaders
previously met on the
sidelines of the G20 Summit
in Rio de Janeiro and the G7
Summit in Kananaskis,
Canada, in June.

The United Kingdom is

currently the sixth-largest
investor in India, with
cumulative investments
exceeding USD 36 billion.
Interestingly, India is also
a significant source of
foreign direct investment
(FDI) in the UK,
contributing close to USD
20 billion over the years —
underscoring the depth
and reciprocity in economic
engagement.

Defence cooperation
between the two nations
has also intensified, with
regular joint exercises and
strategic exchanges
involving all three
branches of the armed
forces. These engagements
reflect growing mutual trust
and a shared vision for
regional and global
security.

One of the most
important, probably the
foundational aspects of
India-UK relationship is the
'living bridge' that connects
India in the UK, people of
Indian origin in the UK
nearly 1.8 million strong
Indian diaspora, which has
contr ibuted to
strengthening bonds of
friendship between our
two countries, but has
also made extremely
valuable contributions
through UK economy.

Budapest, July 24 (UNI)
: Taking a jab at Ukraine
once again, Hungarian
Foreign Minster Peter
Szijjarto has accused the
country of undermining the
energy security of Central
Europe, through its recent
actions which include the
blockage of gas transits from
its territory, threatening energy
supplies throughout the
region.In an interview with
Russian state media TASS,
Szijjarto said “The
TurkStream pipeline is
working on full capacity not
without a good reason. We
have a long- term contract,
plus we buy on spot basis,
plus Slovakia buys its gas
now through Hungary
because Ukraine was ‘kind
enough’ to lock down
transit through its own
territory, endangering the
energy safety of supplies in
the Central European
region.”Stating that Kyiv’s
calls for solidarity with
Europe are made more
questionable by such
actions, he added “So when
we speak about solidarity,
I'm not quite sure that we
understand the same

Hungarian FM Peter
Szijjarto accuses Ukraine of
undermining Central
Europe’s energy security by
blocking gas transits

definition under that on
both sides of the border.”

Hungary has long been
opposed to Ukraine’s bid
for joining the EU, stating
that Budapest will not allow
itself to be dragged into a
war with Russia by
allowing Kyiv to join the
bloc.It has also been one of
the few countries which
has refused to supply any
military equipment to
Ukraine, or cut its ties with
Moscow.

Rather, it has become
even closer to Russia, as
Budapest is joining the
country in construction of
new gas pipelines, much to
the opposition of Brussels
which is seeking to cut its
reliance on Russian energy.

Slovakia has insisted on
maintaining the transit of
Russian gas through
Ukraine, whose authorities
stopped supplies at the
beginning of this year.

As such, Bratislava
currently receives energy
raw materials from Russia
via the TurkStream
pipeline, though their
volume is less than half of
the republic’s gas imports.

Thai F-16 bombs targets in
Cambodia, tensions flare up

Bangkok, July 24 (UNI) ; A Thai F-16 fighter jet
bombed targets in Cambodia as weeks of tension over
a border dispute escalated into clashes that have killed
at least two civilians, sources said today.

Thailand deployed F-16 fighter jets along the
disputed border, and one of the aircraft fired into the
Cambodian territory destroying a military target, the
Thai army said.

Both countries accuse each other of escalating the
tensions. Cambodia has been accused of firing rockets
into a Thai village and attacking a hospital, while
Thailand has carried out air strikes on Cambodian
military targets, as per local media reports.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet has
requested the UN Security Council to convene an
“urgent meeting” over clashes between Thailand and
Cambodia troops.

Hun Manet has written to Asim Iftikhar Ahmad,
permanent representative of Pakistan to the UN and
president of the security council for July 2025.

"Considering the recent extremely grave
aggressions by Thailand, which have greatly
threatened peace and stability in the region, I earnestly
request you to convene an urgent meeting of the
Security Council to stop Thailand’s aggression,"
Cambodian Prime Minister said in his letter.

The letter accuses Thailand of “unprovoked,
premeditated and deliberate attacks” on Cambodian
positions along border areas.

Macrons sue American podcaster
over 'bizarre' claim

Paris, July 23 (UNI) : French President Emmanuel
Macron and his wife, Brigitte, have filed a 22-count
defamation lawsuit in the United States against right-
wing?podcaster Candace Owens over the 'bizarre' claim
that Brigitte could be a man.

The lawsuit filed yesterday in Delaware Superior
Court alleges Owens has broadcast “a relentless year-
long campaign of defamation against the Macrons”,
according to a statement from Tom Clare, the Macrons’
lawyer. Conservative commentator Candace Owens
revived an absurd conspiracy theory in March with a
YouTube video titled “Is France’s First Lady a Man?”
according to the complaint, reports CNN.

Since then, Owens has produced numerous videos
about Brigitte Macron for her nearly 4.5?million
YouTube subscribers, including a multi-part series
called “Becoming Brigitte.”The lawsuit further claims
she has also sold?merchandise promoting the claim.

Owens also posted a screenshot on Instagram of
an article referencing the Macrons’ lawsuit and a picture
of the couple with the caption: “I will be coming for
this wig today. Stay tuned.”She later posted a video
on YouTube saying the lawsuit was “an obvious and
desperate public relations strategy.”The Macrons are
seeking punitive damages against Owens and her
business entities for 22 counts of defamation, false
light, and defamation by implication, the?statement said.

Ukraine sees 1st major anti-
government protests as Zelensky
moves to weaken anti-
corruption agencies

Kyiv, July 24 (UNI) : Ukraine has seen the first major
anti-government protests since the start of Russia’s
full-scale invasion over three years ago, as a move by
President Volodymyr Zelensky to curb the powers of
anti-corruption agencies sparked fury across the nation.

Defiant crowds gathered in the capital city on
Tuesday, as well as Lviv in the west, with smaller groups

gathering in Dnipro in the east and Odesa in the
south, after Ukraine’s Parliament — the Verkhovna
Rada — approved a bill that grants oversight of two
key anti-corruption agencies to the prosecutor general,
a politically appointed figure.Critics say the move will
hamper the functioning of two bodies -- the National
Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU) and the
Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor’s Office
(SAPO), and take Ukraine further away from its dream
of joining the European Union.The EU has made it
clear to Kyiv that it must implement strong anti-graft
measures if it wants to become a member, reports
CNN.Ukraine has long been seen as one of the most
corrupt countries in Europe. Allegations of corruption have
been wielded against some of the country’s top officials,
including several close allies of Zelensky – such as former
Deputy Prime Minister Oleksiy Chernyshov.The bill
was fast-tracked through the parliament and signed
into law by Zelensky late Tuesday.

Number of Mexican migrants
returning from US reaches 75,000

Mexico city, July 24 (UNI) : About 75,000 Mexicans
have returned home from the United States since
January 20, when Donald Trump took office, Mexican
President Claudia Sheinbaum said.

"According to the report I received this morning,
since January 20, when President Trump took office,
about 75,000 compatriots, Mexicans and Mexican
women, have repatriated," Sheinbaum said at a press
conference on Wednesday.

Sheinbaum also urged those who have returned to
the country but have not yet received official
confirmation of repatriation to contact the nearest
migration service office to gain access to government
services.In January, US President Donald Trump, in
his first speech as the 47th president of the US,
promised to immediately stop illegal migration and
begin the process of extraditing millions of migrants.

Tariff talks
between South
Korea, US
postponed

Seoul, July 24 (UNI) :
High-level talks between
top South Korean and US
officials to negotiate over
United States President
Donald Trump's tariffs
have been postponed due
to a scheduling conflict
for US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, South
Korea's finance ministry
informed today.

The two sides will
reschedule the meeting
between Bessent and
South Korean Finance
Minister Koo Yun-cheol,
as well as the top trade
envoys of both countries,
as soon as possible, the
ministry said.

The parties were
expected to hold talks in
Washington in the 2+2
format with the
participation of South
Korean Finance Minister
Koo Yun-cheol and Trade
Minister Yeo Han-koo and
their American
counterparts - Bessent
and US Trade
Representative Jamieson
Greer.

"The US has proposed
holding talks in the near
future, and South Korea
and the US will set a new
date for talks at the
earliest date possible,"
ministry spokesperson
Kang Young-kyu was
quoted as saying by the
news agency.

Istanbul, July 24 (UNI) :
The third round of peace
talks between Russia and
Ukraine has concluded in
Istanbul, as delegations
from both sides met once
again in an effort to break
the deadlock in
negotiations over the
ongoing conflict.

As per a report by RT
News, the talks were held
at the historic Ciragan
Palace on the European
shore of the Bosporus, this
followed two earlier rounds
of direct negotiations in
Istanbul this year.

While any major
breakthrough to end the
war currently remain
elusive, discussions have
so far concentrated on
humanitarian concerns- in
particular, the exchange of
prisoners of war and the
repatriation of fallen
soldiers.

Both delegations
remained unchanged from
the previous rounds.
Russia was represented by
presidential aide Vladimir

Third round of Russia-Ukraine
talks concludes in Istanbul

Medinsky, who has led
Moscow’s negotiations
throughout .Ukra ine’s
delegation was headed by
Rustem Umerov, the former
defence minister who was
recently appointed head of
the country’s Security
Council as part of a
sweeping government
reshuffle last week.Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said ahead of the meeting
that talks would “mainly
focus on issues related to
those draft memorandums
that were exchanged during
the second round,” with
additional emphasis on
continuing prisoner
exchanges. However, he
urged caution regarding
the outcome.

“It’s hardly possible to
talk about this now. We
need to see how it goes,”
Peskov told reporters. “No
one expects an easy path.
Naturally, this will be a very
difficult conversation. The
draft proposals are
diametrically opposed.”

The two sides have

already exchanged draft
documents setting out their
respective visions for a
possible settlement. While
the content remains
undisclosed, the gap
between their positions
appears substantial.

Despite the difficulties,
both parties have continued
to engage in the
negotiation process,
suggesting a shared
interest in keeping
communication channels
open - particularly on
humanitarian matters.

However, with
battlefield dynamics and
geopolitical pressures
continuing to shape the
broader context, the
prospects for a meaningful
breakthrough remain
uncertain.

The Istanbul talks come
amid growing international
calls for a ceasefire and
diplomatic resolution,
though expectations remain
tempered given the
entrenched positions of
both Moscow and Kyiv.

Sydney, July 24 (UNI) ; Australian
scientists are restoring Sydney Harbour's
seagrass meadows while helping the
endangered seahorse population recover.

Scientists from the University of New
South Wales (UNSW) are restoring native
seagrass meadows and building "hotels"
to save the endangered White's Seahorse
population in Sydney Harbour in the
Australian state of New South Wales
(NSW), a UNSW news release said today.

White's Seahorse, native to eastern
Australia, faces extinction as its key habitat,
Posidonia meadows, has nearly vanished
from Sydney's coast over the past 50 years
due to urban growth and pollution, UNSW
scientists warned today.

Seagrasses stabilise coastlines, store
carbon, and nurture juvenile marine life; as

Australian scientists restoring Sydney
Harbour’s seagrass meadows
to save endangered seahorses

they vanish, so do the species reliant on
them, said UNSW Professor Adriana
Verges, a leader in the Greener Pastures
project and several related marine
restoration efforts.

To counter habitat loss, scientists are
replanting seagrass and using custom-
built "seahorse hotels", steel mesh cages
that mimic natural habitats. These quickly
become covered with marine growth such
as sponges, corals and algae, providing
shelter and food for White's Seahorses,
which colonize them within months.
Sydney's Cobblers Beach now has 15
"seahorse hotels." Within a year, the
White's Seahorse population grew from eight
to 12, including juveniles, as the "hotels" also
protect young seagrass, supporting
ecological restoration, said the release.

Damascus/Riyadh, July
24 (UNI) : Syria and Saudi
Arabia have agreed to sign
more than 40 agreements
worth $6 billion across
many industries, Syrian
Information Minister
Hamza al-Mustafa said.

"Forty-four agreements
worth $6 billion will be
signed with the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia," al-Mustafa
said on Wednesday at a
press conference dedicated

Syria-Saudi Arabia sign 40 agreements
across sectors worth $6 billion

to the Syrian-Saudi
investment forum in
Damascus.The minister
added that the new
agreements will contribute
to the creation of more than
50,000 new jobs throughout
Syria."We are working to
attract private investment
in the energy sector and
discussed with a group of
Saudi investors issues of
cybersecurity, artificial
intelligence and areas

where the media and
communications industries
intersect," al-Mustafa
noted.Syria's armed
opposition captured
Damascus on December 8,
2024.Bashar Assad stepped
down as Syrian president
and left the country. Ahmed
Al-Sharaa, the leader of the
armed opposition, was
declared transitional president in
January. A new Syrian cabinet
was formed in March.

Moscow, July 24 (UNI)
Russian rescuers have
located the fuselage of an
Antonov An-24
passenger plane that
disappeared from radar
earlier in Russia’s Far
East, the Emergencies
Ministry said today.

The plane was
carrying 49 people,
including six crew
members, and it crashed in
the eastern Amur region,
reports said.

“An Mi-8 helicopter
operated by Rosaviatsiya
(Russia’s civil aviation
authority) has spotted the
burning fuselage of the
aircraft,” the Emergencies

Russian plane with 49 on
board crashes, no survivors
reported; fuselage found

Ministry stated on
Telegram.

According to the news
agency TASS, there are
no survivors from the
crash.

 The agency further
reported that one of the
likely causes of the
accident was a crew error
during landing in poor
visibility conditions.

The An-24, which went
missing in Russia's Amur
Region, was found on a
mountainside
approximately 15 km from
the town of Tynda,
emergency services told
Sputnik on Thursday.
Preliminary information

confirms there were no
survivors.

"The An-24 plane was
found on a mountainside
15 km from the town of
Tynda... There are no
survivors, according to
preliminary information,"
the emergency services
said, adding that the crash
site is located in a remote,
hard-to-reach area.

The Amur Center for
Civil Defense and Fire
Safety also told Sputnik
that while no survivors
were seen during an aerial
inspection, there is a
possibility that survivors
may be found during
ground operations.
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Tanvi, Vennala advance to QF; Bhargav
and Viswa Tej progress to Rd-of-16

Solo (Indonesia), July 24
(IANS) : India’s young
shuttlers continued their
impressive run at the
Badminton Asia Juniors
Individual Championships
2025, with Tanvi Sharma,
Vennala Kalagotla and the
top-seeded men’s doubles
pair of Bhargav Ram and
Viswa Tej leading the
charge in Solo, Indonesia.

Second seed Tanvi
Sharma showcased her
dominance in the women’s
singles category,
overcoming China’s Shi Si
Chen 21-19, 21-14 in the
Round of 32, followed by a
commanding 21-14, 21-15
win over Thailand’s
Phannachet Passa-Orn in
the Round of 16 to book
her place in the
quarterfinals.

Vennala, meanwhile,
won back-to-back rounds
for a second consecutive
day to book her spot in the
last eight.In men’s doubles,
top seeds Bhargav Ram
and Viswa Tej comfortably

defeated Japan’s Haru
Masuda and Shogo
Miyashita 21-15, 21-15 to
advance to the Round of 16.
The World No. 1 Indian pair
will now face China’s Wen
Xin and Wei Gang Zheng
later today for a place in the
quarterfinals.Elsewhere in
men’s singles, Rounak
Chouhan edged Thailand’s
Utchan Ruaysap 25-23, 21-

18, while Ansh Negi
registered a 21-14, 21-16 win
over Vietnam’s Le Minh
Son, with both advancing
to the Round of 16.

In women’s doubles, the
duo of Vennala Kalagotla
and Reshika U cruised past
Hong Kong China’s Au-
Yeung Wing Chi and Yi Kiu
Yu 21-7, 21-16 to secure their
Round-of-16 berth.

Meanwhile, Pranauv Ram
Nagalingam concluded his
campaign in the Round of
16, while Himar Lalthazuala,
Tanvi Reddy Andluri, and
the mixed doubles pair of
Vishnu Kedhar Kode and
Keerthy Manchala bowed
out in the Round of 32.
Several Indian shuttlers will
be in Round of 16 action
later in the day.

Unnati shocks
Sindhu in
round-of-16

Changzhou, July 24
(UNI) : In a high-octane all-
Indian clash, 17-year-old
Unnati Hooda delivered a
sensational performance to
overcome two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu and
book her place in the
Women’s Singles
quarterfinals at the China
Open 2025 on Thursday.

The match was a
showcase of India’s
present and future in
badminton, with the rising
star Hooda taking on the
seasoned champion
Sindhu.

 Hooda started strong,
claiming the opening game
21-16, but Sindhu struck
back in the second, edging
it 21-19 in a tense finish. In
the decider, Hooda
displayed remarkable play,
sealing the contest 21-13 to
advance to the
quarterfinals.

Hooda will now face
World No. 4 and third seed
Akane Yamaguchi of Japan
in the quarterfinals.

New Delhi, July 24 (UNI)
: In a landmark moment for
Indian golf, the Indian Golf
Premier League (IGPL) was
formally introduced to the
media today with an
interaction of three of
India’s most celebrated
golfers — Shiv Kapur, SSP
Chawrasia, and Gaurav Ghei
— who were also
announced as the league's
inaugural icon players.

The initiative, drawing
inspiration from the
resounding success of the
Indian Premier League(IPL)
in cricket, aims to inject
fresh energy into Indian
golf through a fast-paced,
team-based league format
designed to be more
accessible and exciting to
younger audiences.

Speaking at the online
media meet, Shiv Kapur
said, "Any new league is
always compared to the

IGPL set to deliver image makeover the IPL way
IPL, but for me it’s not about
mimicking IPL; it’s about
what it has done for sport
in the country. IGPL aims to
do the same for Indian golf
— unearthing new talent
and growing the game in a
revolutionary team
setting."

The IGPL promises to
bring men and women
together on the same
platform, merging top
amateurs with seasoned
professionals. Chawrasia
hailed the mixed-team
format as something
completely new and a great
move for the sport, adding
that such an inclusive
initiative could be a game-
changer for developing
talent across gender lines.

Veteran golfer Gaurav
Ghei, with nearly four
decades of experience,
emphasised the
significance of the shift to

a team structure in a
traditionally individual-
centric sport. "Professional
golf can be a lonely journey.
A league like this brings
camaraderie, motivation,
and an opportunity for
veterans like us to pass on
wisdom to the next
generation," he said.

The format is expected
to incorporate unique
innovations such as relay
golf, where players won’t
hit consecutive shots, a
nod to shortening match
durations and appealing to
Gen Z viewers with faster,
more consumable content.
"Nobody wants to watch
five hours of golf anymore.
The sport needs an image
makeover," said Kapur.
"This is a step toward
making golf social media-
friendly and attractive to
newer generations" he
added.On the challenges

Indian pros face on
international tours, the trio
pointed to varied weather,
course conditions, and
travel fatigue. While Kapur
stressed the need for mental
and technical adaptability,
Ghei highlighted the
financial burden on young
pros and how IGPL’s prize
structures could ease that
strain.Asked about IGPL’s
relationship with existing
bodies like PGTI and the
implications on world
ranking points, players
acknowledged the
complexities but also noted
that global ranking systems
themselves are undergoing
revaluation. The emphasis,
they said, should be on
creating sustained
pathways and financial
backing for emerging talent.

Regarding grass root
level development,
Chawrasia said the platform

would help young golfers
understand the game and
grow from observing
veterans up close. Kapur
added, "It’s not just about
grooming - it’s a two-way
street. Even we as veterans
can learn from the boldness
and energy of today’s
youth."Answering a
question about the
necessity of league-style
formats in India, Ghei said,
"There’s a cool factor to
being part of a city team —
like saying you play for
Delhi or Mumbai.

 It’s also about
performing under team
pressure, something
completely different from
individual formats.

"In conclusion, all three
icon players expressed
enthus-iasm about shaping
their respective teams,
leading the charge, and contri-
buting to the sport’s future.

Spain wins
women's duet
free title at
World Aquatics
Championships

Singapore, July 24 (UNI)
: Spain's Iris Tio Casas and
Lilou Lluis Valette clinched
the gold medal in the
women's duet free routine
at the World Aquatics
Championships here today,
while China's Lin Yanhan
and Lin Yanjun finished
fourth.

The Chinese twin
sisters, who placed sixth in
the preliminaries, earning
274.3090 points in the final
with an improvement of
over 22 points in the same
routine themed "Shadow of
the Moon".

The Spanish duet,
showcasing higher
difficulty and a compelling
artistic performance,
secured the gold with
282.6087 points. Italy's
Enrica Piccoli and Lucrezia
Ruggiero claimed silver,
while the bronze went to
neutral athletes Mayya
Doroshko and Tatiana
Gayday.

"That mistake in the
preliminaries was a wake-up
call, reminding us to be
more meticulous with the
technical required
elements," Lin Yanhan said
after the final.

"In the final, we focused
more on synchronization
and coordination." Lin
Yanjun added, "Our
opponents were very
strong and presented high-
difficulty elements. So we
decided to raise our degree
of difficulty in the final to
boost our artistic
impression scores. We
don't feel regretful about the
result, it was a growth
experience, and we
delivered a performance
we're proud of."

The 22-year-old twins
had already earned a silver
medal in the women's duet
technical routine earlier in
the tournament and
contributed to China's two
gold medals in the team
technical and team free events.

New Delhi, July 24 (UNI)
: The Boxing Federation of
India (BFI) today
announced a cash reward
of Rs 17.5 lakh for the 17
Indian pugilists who won
medals at the recent legs of
the World Boxing Cup held
in Brazil and Astana,
Kazakhstan.

Under the scheme, each
gold medallist will receive
Rs 2 lakh, silver medallists
Rs 1 lakh, and bronze
winners Rs 50,000, as the
federation looks to maintain
momentum heading into
the World Boxing
Championships in
Liverpool and the World
Boxing Cup Finals,
scheduled to be hosted in
New Delhi later this year.

BFI President and
Chairman of the Interim
Committee, Ajay Singh,
congratulated the athletes
and said India’s impressive
performance, highlighted
by 17 medals including four
golds, has elevated the
nation’s stature on the
global boxing stage.

"I want to congratulate
our boxers for a fantastic
showing on the world
stage. Our efforts are
beginning to bear fruit.
India has made a huge mark
in the first two cups and we
are now ranked fifth in the
world," Singh said. "We’ve
also been approached by
China for a strategic
partnership across junior,
sub-junior and elite
categories, which is a
testament to the growing
respect for Indian boxing."

Prominent medallists
include Sakshi (54kg),
Jaismine Lamboria (57kg),

India's World Cup
boxers to get
Rs 17.5 lakh boost

and Nupur (80+kg), who
struck gold in Astana,
along with Hitesh Gulia
(70kg) who clinched top
honours in Brazil. Hitesh
also bagged a silver in
Kazakhstan, while
Abhinash Jamwal (65kg)
returned with two silvers,
demonstrating consistency
across legs.

Other silver medallists
were Pooja Rani (80kg),
Minakshi (48kg), Jugnoo
(85kg), and Sanju (60kg),
Nikhil Dubey (75kg), and
Narender (90+kg) picked
up bronze. From the Brazil
leg, Jadumani Singh (50kg),
Manish Rathore (55kg),
Sachin Siwach (60kg), and
Vishal (90kg) also won
bronze.

India's boxing icon and
chief guest at the event,
Vijender Singh, praised the
athletes and encouraged
them to stay hungry for
greater success. "You have
all done well. There are
always hurdles, but we
must move ahead without
being satisfied," he said.

The prize
announcement is part of
BFI’s broader vision to
institutionalise support,
reward performance, and
enhance India’s boxing
structure across all levels.
Recent successes at the U-
15 and U-17 Asian
Championships and strong
performances by second-
line teams at the Thailand
Open underline the depth
of India’s boxing talent.
Domestically, the Elite
Women’s Boxing Tourna-
ment in Telangana has also
served as a vital platform for
scouting emerging talent.

Tanvi, Vennala Kalagotla
advance to QFs

Solo, July 24 (UNI) : India’s young shuttlers continued
their impressive run at the Badminton Asia Juniors
Individual Championships 2025, with Tanvi Sharma,
Vennala Kalagotla and the top-seeded men’s doubles pair
of Bhargav Ram and Viswa Tej leading the charge in Solo,
Indonesia.

Second seed Tanvi Sharma showcased her dominance
in the women’s singles category, overcoming China’s Shi
Si Chen 21-19, 21-14 in the Round of 32, followed by a
commanding 21-14, 21-15 win over Thailand’s Phannachet
Passa-Orn in the Round of 16 to book her place in the
quarterfinals. Vennala, meanwhile, won back-to-back
rounds for a second consecutive day to book her spot in
the last eight.

In men’s doubles, top seeds Bhargav Ram and Viswa
Tej comfortably defeated Japan’s Haru Masuda and Shogo
Miyashita 21-15, 21-15 to advance to the Round of 16.
The World No. 1 Indian pair will now face China’s Wen
Xin and Wei Gang Zheng later today for a place in the
quarterfinals.

Elsewhere in men’s singles, Rounak Chouhan edged
Thailand’s Utchan Ruaysap 25-23, 21-18, while Ansh Negi
registered a 21-14, 21-16 win over Vietnam’s Le Minh Son,
with both advancing to the Round of 16.

In women’s doubles, the duo of Vennala Kalagotla
and Reshika U cruised past Hong Kong China’s Au-Yeung
Wing Chi and Yi Kiu Yu 21-7, 21-16 to secure their Round-
of-16 berth.

Meanwhile, Pranauv Ram Nagalingam concluded his
campaign in the Round of 16, while Himar Lalthazuala,
Tanvi Reddy Andluri, and the mixed doubles pair of Vishnu
Kedhar Kode and Keerthy Manchala bowed out in the
Round of 32.

Several Indian shuttlers will be in Round of 16 action
later in the day.

New Delhi, July 24 (UNI)
: A dominant display from
Sanskriti School's girls'
team, led by a spectacular
six-goal performance by
Amina Abdali, set the tone
for Day 4 of the Oriental
Cup 2025, here at Dr.
Ambedkar Stadium.

The two-time defending
champions, under Coach
Keshav Chandra Duklan,
cruised to a commanding 9–
0 win over Tagore
International School in
their Group A fixture,
putting one foot firmly in
the final. Alongside
Abdali’s brilliance, Diksha
Joshi, Sreeparna Mitra, and
Aditi Chamoli each added
a goal, to reinforce their
team's title defense.

The day also saw
crucial wins for DPS Vasant
Kunj, DPS RK Puram, Navy
Children School, and New
Green Field School in the
boys’ second-round
knockout matches, as the
tournament now transitions
into the league phase for
the top six boys’ teams.

In other matches, The
Mother’s International
School and Amity
International School, Noida
played out a goalless draw
in the Group A girls’ fixture,
leaving both sides with
limited room for error in
their upcoming games.
Meanwhile, in Group B

Amina Abdali's six-goal
haul lights up Day 4

girls’ fixture, Govt. Girls
Senior Secondary School,
Faridabad, under guidance
of coach Inderjeet edged
past Delhi Public School,
Vasant Kunj with a narrow
1–0 win, thanks to the only
goal from Nidhi.

In the boys’ second
round, DPS Vasant Kunj
continued their dominant
run under coach Roshan
Singh with a thumping 5–0
victory over Sapphire
International School.
Idaant Trivedi and Kanav
Sharma scored two goals
each, while Garv Khullar
chipped in with one.

While Delhi Public
School, RK Puram got the
better of DAV Public
School, Sahibabad in a
penalty shootout after a 2–
2 draw in regulation time.
For DPS RK Puram, Arhan
Gupta and Afraaz Tariq
were on target, while DAV
responded through Sagar
Laha and Shriansh Nath
Tiwari. In the shootout, DPS
RK Puram, under coach
Gobardhan Sahoo, held
their nerves to secure a 3-1
victory with Afraaz, Arhan,
and Ayush Ranjan
converting their penalties,
as only Dhruv Kumar Sai
could score for DAV.

Navy Children School
Boys team, under the
guidance of coach Karan
Negi, also progressed with

a confident 3–0 win over St.
Francis De Sales Senior
Secondary School. Dhruv
Kumar Jha scored twice,
while Prince Kumar added
the third.

In the final boys’
second round knockout
fixture, New Green Field
School, Saket defeated
Heritage Global School,
Faridabad 3–2 in a tense
penalty shootout following
a goalless draw. Nilesh,
Garv Tonger, and Anuj
scored for New Green Field
under coach Rohit Yadav,
while Javed Akhtar and
Noorem Darle converted for
Heritage.

With the conclusion of
the second-round
knockout stage, the boys’
category will now shift into
the league phase. Six teams-
The Mother’s International
School, Amity International
School Noida, DPS Vasant
Kunj, Navy Children
School, DPS RK Puram, and
New Green Field School-
have qualified and will be
divided into two groups for
the next phase of
competition.

Day 5 promises more
intense football action and
key battles, with the boys’
league fixtures and final
group-stage matches in the
girls’ category set to decide
the road to the finals of
Oriental Cup 2025.

Noida Kabaddi
League set to
kick off in
November

Greater Noida (Uttar
Pradesh) July 24 (UNI) : In
order to promote kabaddi at
the grassroots level, the
Noida Kabaddi League
(NKL) was announced
today by 100 Sports. For the
first time ever, a kabaddi
league will be held in a
franchise format at the
district level, offering a
unique platform for young
talent from Noida and
across Uttar Pradesh.

The league is being
organized under the
guidance of the District
Gautam Buddh Nagar
Kabaddi Association and
will take place at the Greater
Noida Stadium from
November 15 to November
25, featuring a total of 31
high-intensity matches
among eight competitive
teams.Present at the official
launch event today were
Jitendra Nagar, President of the
District Gautam Buddh Nagar
Kabaddi Association, along
with (NKL) League Directors
Mukesh Bhati, Manish
Bhati, and Deepak Bhati.

Speaking during the
launch event of Noida
Kabaddi League, Jitendra
Nagar said, "The Noida
Kabaddi League is a step
toward nurturing
grassroots talent and giving
kabaddi the professional
platform it truly deserves.

New Delhi/Spain, July
24 (UNI) : Harith Noah,
representing India, is set to
return to competitive action
at the 41st edition of Baja
Aragón, scheduled from
July 25 to 27, 2025 in Teruel,
Spain.

 One of the most
demanding and historic
cross-country Baja-style
rally events, Baja Aragón
forms a crucial leg of the
FIM Bajas World Cup and
the FIA World and
European Baja Cups.

Riding in the Rally GP
category for the Sherco
TVS Rally Factory Team,
Noah will use the event to
regain race sharpness and
rebuild momentum as he
prepares for the final
rounds of the FIA-FIM
World Rally-Raid
Championship (W2RC)
later this year.

With its mix of high-
speed tracks, rocky climbs,
and summer heat, Baja
Aragón is widely regarded
as a testing ground for both
man and machine. The rally

Harith Noah returns
to rally at Baja
Aragón 2025, eyes
form ahead of
W2RC’s final stretch

features a Prologue Stage
on Friday, followed by two
long special stages across
Saturday and Sunday,
offering riders a true test of
endurance and navigation.

Noah is no stranger to
the challenge. He has
delivered consistent
performances at Baja
Aragón in the past,
including a 7th place finish
in 2024, following a 5th
place result, a year earlier.

“Baja Aragón has
always been one of my
favourite events, it's fast,
technical, and always
throws in surprises.

I’m excited to be back
here, and the goal is to build
momentum and enjoy being
back on the bike at a race I
know well,” said Harith
Noah ahead of the rally.

Noah’s outing comes
after two consecutive
injury setbacks in 2025. In
January, Noah was forced
to withdraw from the Dakar
Rally 2025 following a wrist
fracture during the
Prologue.

STANDARD POST, Visakhapatnam
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(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, July 24 :

Western Railway has
always been in the
forefront in the welfare &
well-being of its
employees. Moving ahead

Mr Vivek Kumar Gupta, GM/WR, Mr Pradeep Kumar, Additional General Manager, Smt Manjula Saxena, Principal Chief
Personnel Officer and other senior railway officials of Western Railway releasing the “Employee Connect Drive” poster.

“Employee Connect Drive” launched on Wastern Ralway

in this direction, under the
aegis and able guidance
of Shri Vivek Kumar
Gupta, General Manager
of Western Railway, a
novel initiative “Employee
Connect Drive” has been

launched across all six
divisions of WR. To mark
the launch of this
campaign, GM Shri Vivek
Kumar Gupta, Shri
Pradeep Kumar,
Additional General

Manager of WR, Smt
Manjula Saxena, Principal
Chief Personnel Officer
and other senior officials
of Western Railway
released “Employee
Connect Drive” poster on

24th July, 2025. These
posters available in four
languages, viz. Hindi,
Marathi, Gujarati &
English have been
displayed across the
divisions of WR in order
to ensure inclusivity and
effective communications
with employees.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer
of Western Railway,
Shri Vineet Abhishek,
the drive aims to
promote employee well-
being, timely grievance
redressal and awareness
of various welfare
schemes. Special
emphasis has been laid
on reaching out to field
staff such as Trackmen/
Gangmen, who are
continuously on duty
and often unable to
voice their concerns in
a timely manner. The
objective of this
initiative is to establish
continuous
communication with
employees and address
matters related to their
welfare in a structured and
effective manner

Noday block
over Western
Railway on
Sunday

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, July 24 : To

carry out maintenance work
of tracks, signaling and
overhead equipment, a
Jumbo Block wil l  be
taken from 00:15 hrs to
03:15 hrs at Vasai Road
Yard including all Goods
line and Diva lines during
the intervening night of
Friday/ Saturday, i.e. on
25th/26th July, 2025.

There will be NO
BLOCK in DAY TIME
over Western Railway
Suburban sect ion on
Sunday, 27th July, 2025.

Special Train Services
Between Yesvantpur and
Talaguppa Extended :SWR

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, July 24 : To cater to the increased demand of

passengers, South Western Railway has extended the operation
of Train Nos. 06587/06588 Yesvantpur – Talaguppa – Yesvantpur
Express Special for two additional trips in each direction.

Train No. 06587 Yesvantpur – Talaguppa Express
Special will depart from Yesvantpur at 22:30 hrs on 1st and
8th August 2025 (Fridays) and will arrive at Talaguppa at
04:15 hrs the following day (Saturday).

Train No. 06588 Talaguppa – Yesvantpur Express
Special will depart from Talaguppa at 08:15 hrs on 2nd and
9th August 2025 (Saturdays) and will arrive at Yesvantpur
at 16:50 hrs on the same day.En route, the train will stop at
the following stations in both directions: Tumakuru, Tiptur,
Arsikere, Birur, Tarikere, Bhadravati, Shivamogga Town,
Anandapuram, and Sagara Jambagaru.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, July 24 : In order

to effectively implement
government schemes using
new technology and to
promote the work in
various departments and to
make the work in the
department more people-
oriented, Hon. Chief
Minister Shri. Devendra
Fadnavis had announced a
150-day action plan
program. Against this
backdrop, various works

Effective implementation of Chief Minister's
150-day Action Plan Program by Mahavitaran

such as new electricity
connections, name change,
address correction,
complaint redressal
regarding electricity bills,
and complaint redressal
regarding power supply
interruptions were
successfully implemented
by Mahavitaran's Bhandup
Circle.

Joint Managing
Director of Konkan
Regional Circle Mr. Dilip
Jagdale had directed for

effective implementation of
this program in Bhandup
Circle.

 Accordingly, under the
guidance of Chief Engineer
Mr. Sanjay Patil, Bhandup
Circle, on  In this 150-day
action plan program that
started on May 2, 2025,
Mahavitaran's Bhandup
Circle has provided 11,862
new electricity
connections. The names of
22,735 customers have
been changed. The

addresses of 4,982
customers have been
corrected. While the billing
complaints of 34,565
customers have been
redressed.

In addition, 83,945
complaints regarding power
supply interruptions have
been resolved. From May
2, 2025 to July 10, 2025, 30
complaints received on the
Aaple Sarkar portal have
been redressed and zero
complaints remain on the

Aaple Sarkar portal. In
addition, 4 complaints
received on the PG portal
have been resolved and
zero complaints remain on
the PG portal.

Chief Engineer of
Bhandup Circle, Mr. Sanjay
Patil said, "Mahavitaran is
a customer-oriented
company and all officers
and employees should
work with the highest
priority and provide good
service to the customers."

(By PIB, Mumbai
Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, July 24 : The
Income Tax Department,
Mumbai, commemorated
the 166th Income Tax Day
today at its office complex
at Kautilya Bhavan,
Mumbai, marking the
historic enactment of
India’s first income tax
legislation in 1860. The
ceremony was graced by
the Hon’ble Governor of
Maharashtra, Shri C.P.
Radhakrishnan, as the Chief
Guest, along with
distinguished dignitaries
including Vice President,
Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal (ITAT), Mumbai,
Shri Saktijit Dey and

Income Tax Dept., Mumbai Celebrates 166th Income Tax Day

Principal Chief
Commissioner of Income
Tax, Mumbai, Smt. Malathi
Sridharan.

Speaking at the event,
Hon’ble Governor Shri C.P.
Radhakrishnan emphasized
the pivotal role of the
Income Tax Department in
not only mobilizing
revenue but also fostering
voluntary compliance and
acting as a deterrent
against economic
malfeasance. He lauded the
Department’s sustained
efforts and its significant
contribution to
strengthening the nation’s
fiscal framework through
consistent growth in tax
collections. Shri

Radhakrishnan stated that
the proposed Income-tax Bill,
2025 signifies another leap
forward for the department and
the country.

Vice President, Income
Tax Appellate Tribunal,
Mumbai, Shri Saktijit Dey
commended the
Department’s unwavering
commitment to
transparency, integrity, and
efficiency in tax
administration. He further
noted that the Income Tax
Department today stands
as a symbol of financial
discipline, equity, and
democratic responsibility.
Principal Chief
Commissioner of Income
Tax, Mumbai, Smt. Malathi

Sridharan reflected on the
evolution of income tax
legislation in India—from
its inception in 1860 to the
present day—as the new
Income Tax Act is being
framed. She emphasized
that tax laws must align with
the country’s stage of
economic development.
With India poised to
become the third-largest
global economy by 2028,
she highlighted the need
for a taxation framework that
is transparent, user-friendly
and growth-oriented.

The Governor also
unveiled the statue of
Chanakya, also known as
Kautilya, whose famous
verse ‘kosha moolo danda’

is the motto of the Income
Tax Department. As part of
the celebrations, the
Income Tax Department,
Mumbai, felicitated top
taxpayers from the region
for their exemplary
compliance and
contribution, retired
officers for their
distinguished service and
sportspersons employed
with the Department who
have represented India and
earned accolades at
international sporting
events. The event served as
a tribute to the
Department’s legacy and
its evolving role in fostering
a robust and equitable tax
ecosystem.

DRM conducted Visakhapatnam
Station Inspection : ECoR

(Standard Post Bureau)
Visakhapatnam, July 24

: Divisional Railway
Manager, Waltair Division
Shri Lalit Bohra led a
comprehensive inspection
of Visakhapatnam station
today (24.07.2025)
accompanied by senior

officials of the Division.
Divisional Railway
Manager inspected the
various amenities like Pay
& Use toilets, Parking,
Waiting Halls, Foot Over
Bridges,  lifts, Water Boots,
Catering Stalls,   Platforms,
Parcel office etc.

DRM Mr Lalit Bohra
reviewed the infrastructure
works in progress at the
station with senior officials.
He checked the various
facilities at the station
towards Gnanapuram side
during  the inspection at
Visakhapatnam station.

Cancellation of
trains due to safety
works : ECoR

(Standard Post Bureau)
Visakhapatnam, July 24 : Due to non-interlocking (NI)

works  between Thadi-Duvvada DN line to carry out
Complete Track Renewal (CTR) works in the Vijayawada
Division of  South Central Railway (SCR) , some trains
were cancelled,  as detailed below:-

1.       The Train No.67285 Rajahmundry-Visakhapatnam
MEMU passenger leaving  Rajahmundry on 26.08.2025,
28.08.2025 and 30.08.2025 is cancelled.

2.       The Train No. 67286 Visakhapatnam-Rajahmundry
MEMU passenger leaving  Visakhapatnam on 26.08.2025,
28.08.2025 and 30.08.2025 is cancelled.

3.       The train No.17267 Kakinada-Visakhapatnam
MEMU Express leaving  Kakinada on 26.08.2025, 28.08.2025
and 30.08.2025 is cancelled.

4.       The train No. 17268 Visakhapatnam-Kakinada
MEMU Express from leaving Visakhapatnam on 26.08.2025,
28.08.2025 and 30.08.2025 is cancelled.

5.       The train No. 22876 Guntur -Visakhapatnam Uday
Express leaving Guntur on 26.08.2025 and 30.08.2025 is
cancelled.

6.       The train No. 22875 Visakhapatnam-Guntur Uday
Express leaving Visakhapatnam on 26.08.2025 and
30.08.2025 is cancelled.

7.       The train No. 12718 Vijayawada-Visakhapatnam
Ratnachal Superfast Express leaving Vijayawada on
26.08.2025, 28.08.2025 and 30.08.2025 is cancelled.

8.       The train No. 12717 Visakhapatnam- Vijayawada
Ratnachal Superfast Express leaving Visakhapatnam on
26.08.2025, 28.08.2025 and 30.08.2025 is cancelled. People
are requested to note the changes and act accordingly.

Jairam
Ramesh
mocks
India-UK FTA

New Delhi, July 24 (UNI)
: Congress today took a jibe
at the India-UK Free Trade
Agreement (FTA), saying
another effective “FTA --
Fugitive Transfer
Agreement” was needed as
three stars are awaiting
“ghar waapsi”.

In a post on X,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said, “What
India needs from the UK is
the announcement of
another and more effective
FTA (Fugitive Transfer
Agreement)”.

“After all, three stars are
still waiting for their ghar
waapsi -- Vijay Mallya,
Nirav Modi, and Lalit Modi.
There may well be others
too,” he added.

New Delhi/Beijing, July 24 (UNI) China has
downplayed concerns by India and Bangladesh that the
dam being constructed on Yarlung Zangbo River in Tibet
would adversely impact downstream regions and said
Beijing is engaged in cooperation with downstream
countries on sharing hydrological data, flood prevention

China downplays India, Bangladesh concerns on dam construction on Yarlung Zangbo river
and disaster reduction.Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Guo Jiakun said Beijing has had necessary
communication with them on the project and would
continue enhancing cooperation for the benefit of all
people along the river basin.‘’The project will help prevent
and mitigate disasters along the entire Yarlung Zangbo

River, and will not adversely affect downstream regions.
China is engaged in cooperation with downstream countries
on sharing hydrological data, flood prevention and disaster
reduction. We have had necessary communication with them
on the project, and will continue enhancing cooperation
for the benefit of all people along the river basin,’’ he said.

STANDARD POST, Visakhapatnam
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