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Ram Mandir 1 "? Disaster relief
construction will 4

be completed
in 2026:
Champat Rai

Ayodhya (UP), May 30
(UNI) : Generd Secretary of
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Tirtha Kshetra Trust
Champat Rai on Friday
expressed hope that the
construction of the grand
Ram templein Ayodhyawill
be completed by next year.

In a programme
organised at the Press Club
on the occasion of Hindi
Journdiism Day, Ral sad that
between June3and 5, dl eight
idalsindudingRam Darber will
be consecrated in the Ram
temple. "Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanathwill dso bepresent
on this occasion. Despite the
completion of the Pran
Pratishtha programme, Ram
Darbar will not be opened for
vistors as it may hinder the
congtruction work, but the
proper worship of all the
idolswill begin," hesaid. He
said that after Devutthaan
Ekadashi, another programme
of Pran Pratishtha of Lord
Vishnu's Sheshavatar can be
held. "The construction of
the temple is likely to be
completed by the end of
next year, whichwill beinits
grand form with a huge
complex," hesaid.

1

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and Deputy Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary

during apublic meeting, in Rohtas district, Bihar on Friday.

Kanpur, May 30 (UNI) : PrimeMinister NarendraModi
on Friday praised the valour of the Indian Armed forces
during Operation Sindoor and said it was because of this
that Pakistan had to beg to stop the war.

Addressing a public meeting after inaugurating and
laying the foundation stone of various development
projects here, the PM reiterated that India now treats
terroristsand the government that supportsthem alike. He
said that Uttar Pradesh is moving at a fast pace towards
becoming an Uttam Pradesh today.While referring to

Operation Sindoor, he said it has only been postponed
anditisnot over yet. "The enemy who was pleading during
Operation Sindoor should not be under any illusion. This
operation is not over yet," he said

Modi said, "Our army showed such valour that the
Pakistani army was forced to beg and demand to stop the
war."The PM said that he salutes this valour of the
Indian armed forces again and again from Kanpur, the
land of the freedom struggle.He said India has clearly
laid down three principlesin its fight against terror.
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monsoon
exercise
conducted in

Bengaluru

Chennai, May 30 (UNI)
: As the monsoon season
approaches and the risk of
urban flooding looms|large,
ahigh-impact Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR) exercisewas
conducted in Bengaluru
city to bolster inter-agency
preparedness and ensure
swift, coordinated
response to any emergent
situation.

Theexercisewasled by
the GorkhaBattalion of the
Amphibious Brigade under
the aegis of Bison
Division, inclose
coordination with the 10th
Battalion of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF),
State Emergency Services
and local civil authorities, a
defence release said here
on Friday evening.

Toreplicaterealistic
emergency scenarios and
test the synergy of the
disaster response
ecosystem, drillswere
conducted at two
strategically important
locations.

T Madras invites

Chennai, May 30 (UNI)
: The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (I1'T
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Narendra Modi

A healthy Individual, a healthy

Madras) hasinvited JEE
candidates and their
parents to attend the
‘Demo Day’ eventsto be
held in both physical and

Prime Minister

occasion of World Bicycle Day being
celebrated with

#SundaysOnCycle

Join us from wherever you are and
be a part of this revolution

family and a healthy society are
the essentials to make New India
a Fit India

/" NATIONWIDE PARTICIPATION SO FAR

5500+

LOCATIONS

3 Lakh+

onlinemodein several
citiesacross Indiafrom
June 3.

Thiswill bean
opportunity for them to
interact with current
students, faculty, and
alumni and receive
authentic and up-to-date
information directly from
the source. Physical
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Ifyou are a Cyclist or a Cycling Club in any part of
India, register with us as NAMO Fit India Cycling Club.

Cycle clubs get support from FIT INDIA Mission
of Sports Authority of India

Last date to register as a club:

MAY 31, 2025
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Director Prof V Kamakoti
told reporters on Friday.
Students unable to travel
to lIT Madras or any of the
Six other venues can also
participatein an online
session scheduled for June
3 duringwhich Prof.
Kamakoti, other faculty,
and alumni will respond to
various queries related to
academic and non-
academic aspects about
lifeon campus.

Further, IIT Madrasis
alsointroducing ‘First
Principles TeachersAward’

4 thisyear to recognize

exceptional educators who

:‘;_ have made significant

impacts on their students

. educational journeys

through teaching from first
principlesat apre-UG

level . Through the Demo
Day events, students can
also seek clarification
about recent changes, like
the introduction of new

JEE candidates for
Demo Day events

courses. IIT Madras has
introduced two new
B.Tech. Programmes-
Computational Engineering
and Mechanics (CEM) and
Instrumentation and
Biomedica Engineering
(iIBME) - besidesaB.Tech
inAl and DataAnalytics
(AIDA) last year. Prof.
Kamakoti said, “Weinvite
aspirants and parents to
come, meet us and see the
campus, and appreciate
why [T MadrasisNIRF-1
for so many years and why
we are called the best place
to build."

Not only does I T
Madras have extraordinary
faculty, state-of-the-art
labs, cutting edge
translational research that
benefits the country, but
also one of the top Deep-
Tech Start-up Incubation
Ecosystem in the country
that has incubated 104
Start-upsin the last
financial year aone.

The Institute also filed
417 Patents during the
2024-25FY, atestament to
its innovation ecosystem,
he said.Prof. Prathap
Haridoss, Dean (Academic
Courses), IIT Madras, said
thiswill bethe fourth year
of AskIITM, and every
year we are seeing
thousands of aspirants and
parents eagerly taking part.

The Demo Day ispart
of theAskII TM initiative,
designed and run by
alumni and students.

Morethan 5,000
students and parents had
attended 11T Madras Demo
Days across various cities
inonline and offline modes
between 2022 and 2024.

Modi prioritised border areas,

termed last village as 'first ...

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh on Friday said
that over the last 11 years, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi prioritised border areas and sought to do away
with the terminology "Last Village" to replace it with
"First Village" vision, placing border development at
the heart of the nation's growth.Addressing a
gathering of farmers, youth, and entrepreneurs during
"Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan" in the border area of
R.S.Pura sector near here, the Minister emphasised
that there has been aparadigm shift in the mindset and
approach towardsthe aspirations of citizensin remote

and border regions. (See on page 2)

D
Farmers in border areas are

¢

nation's second line of ....

£

Union Minister for Agriculture Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Friday visited RS Pura in Jammu and
highlighted the vital role of farmers living in border
regions, describing them asthe second line of defence
of the country.Addressing a convention of farmers
organised under the 'Vikasit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan'

I
Estonia terminates talks with

Russia over Narva River ....
. .

Estonia has stopped on-going negotiations with
Russia over the controversial replacement of
navigating buoys on the Narva River, opting instead
to do without installing them this summer and increase
patrols, the Estonian Foreign Ministry said on Friday.

(See on page 5)

China's Zheng Qinwen advances
to last 16 at French Open

Paris Olympic champion Zheng Qinwen of China
continued her strong run at the French Open on Friday,
advancing to the women's singles Round of 16 with a
straight-sets win over 18-year-old Canadian qualifier
VictoriaMboko. (See on page 8)
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Crackdown on unavthorized
construction in Airoli division

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Navi Mumbai, May 30
Despite the notice issued
by the Encroachment
Department of Navi
Mumbai Municipal
Corporation, the concerned
did not take cognizance of
the notice. As per the
instructions of
Commissioner Dr. Kailash
Shinde through the Navi
Mumbai Municipal
Corporation Department,
eviction actionwastakenin
Airoli Division by the
Encroachment Department
under the guidance of
Additional Commissioner
(2) Dr. Rahul Gethe and
Deputy Commissioner

(Encroachment) Mr.
Bhagwat Doifode.

Vivek Kotkar and
others, behind Vinita
Apartment, Airoli Village,
Sector-20, Airoli, under the
jurisdiction of Navi
Mumbai Municipal
Corporation, had started
the construction of an RCC
building without any
permission from Navi
Mumbai Municipal
Corporation. The said
unauthorized construction
was served by the Airoli
Department under Section
54 of the Maharashtra
Regional Planning and
Town Planning Act, 1966.
The unauthorized

construction done by the
concerned was required to
be removed on their own.
But they continued the
unauthorized construction.
The said unauthorized
construction has been
partially evicted under the
NMP3 bregkers, 2 hammers,
1 gascutter, 10 laborersand
01 Mukadam were used for
this raid, and officers/
employees of the G-
Department Airoli were
present for the raid. Under
thisaction, a penalty fee of
Rs. 50,000/- has been
collected from the owner of
the said construction.
Actionwill beintensifiedin
thismanner infutureaswell.

35 get 5 years Rl in Panwari violence case

Agra,May 30 (UNI) :A
special SC ST court on
Friday sentenced 35
convicts to five years
rigorousjail termaong with
Rs 41,000 fine in the
communal violence that
took place in Kagaraul
during the infamous
Panwari villageincident of
1990, prosecution sources
said here.

It may be noted that the
court of Special Judge
Pushkar Upadhyay had
convicted these accused
two days ago.

"After the court order,
32 were sent to jail. Non-
bailable warrants were
issued for three convicts
who failed to appear before
the court. 15 accused had
already been acquitted due
to lack of evidence. 22
accused died during the
trial of this case which
lasted for 34 years," they
said.Prosecution sources

said that the court
sentenced the convicts
under sections 147
(rioting), 148 (rioting while
armed with weapons), 149
(unlawful assembly) and
310. "All the accused are
residents of Akola area.
After the court's decision,
the family members of the
convicts said that they
would challenge the
decisionintheHigh Court,"
they said.It may be noted
that on June 21, 1990, a
conflict broke out between
the people of Jat and Jatav
community on the issue of
taking out a marriage
procession of a youth
belonging to the
Scheduled Castein Panwari
village under Sikandra
police station. "On June 22,
the dispute took a violent
turn when the marriage
procession was taken out
in the presence of police.
The PAC along with the

policeusedforce. Soni Ram
Jat died due to bullet
injuriesin thefiring," they
said.

Prosecution sources
said that after this, violence
broke out in the
surrounding villages.

"On June 24, 1990,
people belonging to the SC
and Jat community came
facetofaceat 1 pminvillage
Akola."A woman died and
morethan 150 wereinjured
intheconflict that lasted for
one and a half hours.
Curfew was imposed for
about 10 daysand thearmy
was also deployed along
with the police," they said.

Prosecution sources
said a case was registered
against more than 200
peopleinthe matter. "After
investigation, a charge
sheet was filed against 72
accused. While one of the
deceased could not be
identified," they said.

CIK of J&K Police conducts searches at
multiple locations across Kashmir

Srinagar, May 30 (UNI)
The Counter-Intelligence
Kashmir (CIK) team on
Friday conducted searches
at multiplelocationsacross
Kashmir after obtaining a
search warrant from the
Court of Special Judge,
Designated under NIA Act,
Srinagar in aterror-linked
case.An official
communique said that
during the investigation of
theinstant case, suspicious
technical signatures were
traced at different locations
of Districts Budgam,
Pulwama, Kupwara,

Shopian, and Srinagar.

The suspects were
found using suspected
encrypted messaging
applications, read the
handout.During further
analysis, it read that various
individual suspects were
found using a ‘specific
encrypted messaging
application’ whichiswidely
used by terrorists and
handlers from across for
coordinating and executing
avariety of terrorist related
activities, including
recruitment into terrorist
ranks.

Employment News.

ADVERTISEMENT NO. 19/2025

FILLING UPTHE POST OF SUPERIN-
TENDING ENGINEER & EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER ON
DEPUTATION BASISIN KENDRIYA
VIDYLAYA SANGATHAN

KendriyaVidyalaya Sangathan (KV S) an autonomous
body under Ministry of Educationintendsto fill the 01
(One) post of Superintending Engineer in Pay Level-13
and 01 (one) post of Executive Engineer in Pay Level -
11 on Deputation basis. For moredetailsi.e. theeligibil-
ity criteria, qualification and terms & conditions visit
websitewww.kvsangathan.nic.in of KendriyaVidyaaya
Sangathan & Edition dated 31 May-06 June, 2025 of

Joint Commissioner (Admn.)
cbc 21106/12/0001/2526

"These individuals or
users are suspected to be
in touch with suspicious
entities across the border.
As such, maintaining the
element of surprise, the
searcheswere meticulously
planned and conducted,”
therelease said.

It also said that during
raids, incriminating material
in the form of SIM cards,
mobile phones, tabl ets, and
other digital devices
bearing on the
investigation of the case
have been recovered and
seized in the instant case.

"Analysis of the data
wouldfollow, and leadsthat
would emerge would
becomethe basisfor further
investigation,” it read.

[tispertinent to mention
here that the operation is
aimed at to uncover crucial
evidence, curb illicit
activities, prevent the
misuse of communication
devices, such as mobile
phones, and dismantling
the terror ecosystem in the
UT by identifying terrorist
associates and Over
Ground Workers (OGWSs)
supporting and abetting
terrorism and also ensuring
legd action againg them as
envisaged by thelawof theland.

Senior SAD
leader Sukhdev
Dhindsa
cremated at his

native village
Ubhawal

Sangrur, May 30 (UNI):
Former Secretary Generd of
Akali Dal and former Union
Minister Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa, considered apillar
of Punjab politics, who
passed away on
Wednesday evening at age
89, was cremated today.
His last rites were
performed at his native
village Ubhawal .Every eye
was moist during the
cremation of Sukhdev
Singh Dhindsa. Various
political personalities and
other leaders attended his
last farewell.On this
occasion, Akali Dal |leader
Sukhbir Badal along with
Manpreet Singh Badal,
Prem Singh Chandumajra,
Bikramjit Singh Mgjithia,
Adesh Pratap Singh
Kairon, Abhay Chautala,
former Congress cabinet
minister Vijay Inder Singla,
AAP MLA Narinder Kaur
Bhargj, Ashwani Sharma,
Preneet Kaur and other
leaders attended his last
farewell. Theformer Sangrur
MP passed away at Fortis
Hospital in Mohali on
Wednesday evening after a
prolonged illness. He is
survived by his wife, son
and former finance minister
Parminder Singh Dhindsa,
and two daughters.

Hisbody waskept at his
residencein Chandigarh.

Today, his body was
first brought to his house
in Sangrur where a large
number of leaders and
workers paid their last
respects and in the
afternoon, the body was
brought in a convoy to his
native village Ubhawal
where his last rites were
performed.A large number
of people had thronged the
roads to pay their last
respects to the veteran
Punjab leader.

First centre fuselage for LCA Tejas
Mk 1A handed over to HAL

New Delhi, May 30
(UNI) : Inasignificant boost
to India's indigenous
defence manufacturing
capabilities, thefirst centre
fuselage assembly for the
Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas Mk1A was
handed over to Hindustan
AeronauticsLimited (HAL)
by VEM Technologies in
Hyderabad on Friday.

The handover took
place in the presence of
Secretary (Defence
Production) Sanjeev Kumar
and Chairman & Managing
Director (CMD) of HAL,, DK
Sunil, a Defence Ministry
statement said.

This event marks the
first time a major sub-
assembly for the LCA Tejas
isbeing manufactured by a
private Indian company.

Speaking on the
occasion, Sanjeev Kumar
hailed the partnership
between HAL and VEM

Technologies
accelerating the product| on
of LCA MK 1A.

He said, "There is a
significant growth in
defence production at a
rate of about 10 percent
annually, as well asin our
defence exports. This
would not have been
possible without the
support of industries and
Public Sector Units like
HAL. Security and
sovereignty of the country
are paramount and cannot
be achieved without our
own manufacturing and
supply of spare parts,
which could meet the
reguirements of the Armed
Forces".

CMD, HAL,
acknowledged the rapid
growth of Tier 1 and
MSME suppliers in the
production of the LCA
Tejas.The handover
marked a significant

milestone in establishing a
fourth production line for
theLCA MK1A, inaddition
to the two existing linesin
HAL-Bengaluruand onein
HAL-Nashik. He assured
that with major sub-
assembliesunderway, HAL
will increase the production
of the LCA aircraft and
ensure timely deliveries to
theIndian Air Force.

HAL hasbuilt anational
aerospace ecosystem by
closely supporting private
partners and providing
critical inputs such asjigs,
fixtures, tools, and
technical know-how. This
has enabled companieslike
L&T, Alpha Tocol, Tata
Advanced Systems Ltd
(TASL), VEM
Technologies, and Lakshmi
Machine Works (LMW) to
produce complex sub-
assemblies such as centre
fuselages, fuel drop tanks,
pylons, rear fuselages,

wings, fins, rudders, and air
intakes.

TheLCA TejasDivision
has already received
structural modules of air
intake assemblies, rear
fuselage assemblies, loom
assemblies, and fin and
rudder assemblies in the
Mk1A configuration. HAL
plans to extend this
outsourcing model to future
projects, reinforcing itsin-
house capacity with the
expertise of Indian
industry.

Inlinewiththevision of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, HAL
continues to drive
indigenisation effortsinthe
aerospace and defence
sector.In the last three
years, HAL has placed
orders worth Rs 13,763
crore with Indian vendors
andisactively pursuing the
indigenisation of complex
aircraft systems and critical
componentsacrossplatforms.

Modi prioritised border areas, termed last
village as 'first village': Jitendra Singh

Jammu, May 30 (UNI) : Union Minister Dr. Jitendra
Singh on Friday said that over the last 11 years, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi prioritised border areas and
sought to do away with theterminology "Last Village" to
replace it with "First Village" vision, placing border
development at the heart of the nation's
growth.Addressing a gathering of farmers, youth, and
entrepreneursduring "Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan" in
the border areaof R.S.Purasector near here, the Minister
emphasised that there has been a paradigm shift in the
mindset and approach towards the aspirations of citizens
in remote and border regions.Highlighting India's leap
from the world's fifth to the fourth largest economy,
Jitendra Singh rebuked false narratives of economic
downfall due to assertive defence strategies.He cited
Operation Sindoor as a testament to India's balanced
approach — maintaining strategic strength while
propelling economic growth.

“Thisriseisabefitting reply to so-called intellectuals
who doubted India’s capability to sustain economic
growth with arobust defence policy,” Dr. Singh asserted,
crediting theleadership of PM Modi over thelast 11 years
for the economic resilience.

He quoted Prime Minister Modi’s core governance
mantraof serving the Women, Poor, Farmers, and Youth,
and affirmed that 26 crore citizen have risen above the

poverty line over the last decade through initiatives such
as Fasal BimaYojana, Nano Urea, and direct support for
marginal farmers, especially in conflict-affected border
regions.

He also recognised the role of the Ministry of Home
Affairsin ensuring insurance coveragefor fields exposed
to cross-border shelling.

Singh referred to the Purple Revolution, spearheaded
from Bhaderwah under the Aroma Mission, which has
expanded to Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Singh shared that over 3,000 lavender-based startups
are now active, engaging with perfume industries in
Mumbai and redefining the concept of agri-
entrepreneurship.

He also spotlighted tulip cultivation—once seasonal,
now being harvested off-season. The CSIR-Srinagar is
poised to lead cultivation of saffron and marigold, opening
new vistasin floriculture.

Underlining therole of cutting-edge science, Dr. Singh
announced that biotech-based value addition projectswill
enhance the shelf life of produce, with a notable rise in
apple production and SHG involvement.

Jitendra Singh announced the operationalisation of
Biotech Industrial Park in Kathua, Biotech Kisan Hub
under Aspirational Districts Programme, upcoming Al-
based agricultural decision-making systemin Srinagar

Op Sindoor a testament to success of 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat': Yogi

Kanpur, May 30 (UNI)
: Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday
saluted the valour of the
Indian Army, saying that
due to the bravery of its
soldiers under the
guidanceof Prime
Minister NarendraModi,
thewholeworld now
exemplifiesIndiafor its
power and capability.

During the launch of
projectsworth Rs47,000
croreby PrimeMinister
Modi in Kanpur, the CM
praised and congratul ated
the PM on hisfirst visit to
Uttar Pradesh after
'Operation Sindoor".

He said the bravery
that the Indian forces
have displayed by
destroying the enemy's air
defence system also made
theworld realisethe
power of 'Madein India
started by Prime Minister
Modi 10 yearsago. "This
isalso agreat example of
the success of self-reliant
India," he said.

Yogi said projects
worth Rs47,600 crore
received by the state are
the foundation of a
developed India.

Welcoming the PM in
theindustrial city of
Kanpur, located on the
banks of the Ganga, Yogi
said: "l welcomehim
wholeheartedly on behal f
of the people of the state.
This land was once the
pioneer of the industrial
revolution, and today, it is

state has increased from
15,000 MW to 25,000 MW.

He said that by the
end of theyear, it will

going to write anew saga
of development.”

The CM described
'‘Operation Sindoor' asa

increase by another 4,000  1.211akh hamletsof the
MW.While counting UP's  state and free connections
achievements, he said that  have been givento 1.78
electricity hasreached crorepoor families.

symbol of Indiasmilitary
power and self-reliance
and said that first surgical
strike, then air strike and
now 'Operation Sindoor',
the Indian Army under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Modi has shown
the world that India now

Kathak
Kendra

Kathak Kendra, New Delhi
National Institute of Kathak Dance
(Constituent Unit of Sangeet Natak Akademi
An Autonomous Organisation under the
Ministry of Culture , Govt. of India)

2, San Martin Marg, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi — 110021

ADMISSION NOTICE

Academic Session 2025-2026

believes not only in
responding but also in
deciding the style of

Applications are invited on the prescribed form for admission to the following
Kathak Dance and Music training Courses offered by Kathak Kendra, New Delhi :-

responding."Thisis a -
strong example of Madein S. [Name of Course Duration| Age(ason
Indiaand self-reliant No. 8 June, 2025)
India" hesaid. A) |KATHAK DANCE
On th,e foundation a) Advance Course (Full time)

stone laying and
inauguration of projects 1. Diploma (Hons.)-1"Year 3Year | 19-23years
worth Rs47,600 crorein (Eligibility : Successful completion of Diploma (Pass)
Kanpur by Prime Minister Course from Kathak Kendra or equivalent training )
Modi, the CM said that ) )
this programmeisabig 2. Pos.t ]-)1.p.loma Course—1 Year. . 2Years | 21-26 year
step to take UP forward as (Eligibility : Successful completlorll OfDlpIOI.Tl.?.l (Hons.)
a'growth engine of a Course from Kathak Kendra or equivalent training )
developed India. He said 3. Refresher Course 6 Month Below
that after the first phase of (Eligibility : Successful completion of Diploma ( Hons.) 40 years
Kanpur Metro launched Course/ Post Diploma Course from Kathak Kendra
by PM Modi in the year or equivalent training)
2021, now the second
phase has been 4. Prepratory Phase (For Diploma Course only) 1 Year 19-23 years
inaugurated, whichwill B) |MusIC
make the public transport
system of the city modern 1. Diploma“Special Course (Tabla/Pakhawaj/Sarangi/
and convenient. Vocal)-1"Year .

. (Eligibility : Having Minimum one year training 3 Years | 20-25years

Referringto UP's . . . .
L certificate in Tabla/ Pakhawaj/Sarangi/Vocal )

energy sector, Yogi said

with the start of thermal
power plantsin Panki,

Application forms may be filled in from 8th to 25th June, 2025 on payment of Rs.
200/- via www.kathakkendra.in/admission

Ghatampur, Jawaharpur
(Etah), Obra(Sonbhadra)
and Khurja (Bulandshahr),
the power capacity of the

For further details please visit Kathak Kendra’s website: www.kathakkendra.
in/admission or Call 011-26874252/53/54

cbc 09141/12/0002/2526
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Stalin welcomes
Nirmala's positive
response on RBI
gold loan norms

Chennai, May 30 (UNI)
: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
and DMK President M K
Stalin on Friday welcomed
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman's
positive consideration on
the concerns raised by him
over RBI's new gold loan
normsthat would affect the
poor and the middle class
families.Whileappreciating
the positive consideration
given by Ms Nirmala
Sitharaman ontheissue, he
said such policy decision
which  would have
significant impact on poor
should be taken after due
prior consultation with the
States.

He said his consistent
demand was that the
interests of  small
borrowers, especially those
seeking loans below Rs. 2
lakh such as farmers and
daily earners, should be
protected by ensuring
timely and accessible crediit.

"Glad to note that
Finance Minister of India
has responded to the
concernsraised by meinmy
letter to the Hon'ble Union
Finance Minister regarding
RBI’s draft guidelines on
goldloans’, Mr Stalinwrote
on X."Protecting the
interests of  small
borrowers, especially those
seeking loans below Rs. 2
lakh such as farmers and
daily earners and ensuring
timely and accessible credit
has been my consistent
demand", he said.

"While appreciating the
positive consideration
given to this issue, we
emphasize that such

policies having significant
impact on poor should be
arrived after due prior
consultation with States”,
he added.Earlier reactingto
the new restrictions
proposed by the RBI on
gold loans, Mr Stalin had
termed them as needless
and a blow to the dignity
and survival of the poor
and the middle class.The
restrictionsimposed by the
RBI has made it harder for
the poor and the middle
class families to access
credit with self-respect.
Observing that it was
not amere regulation but a
blow to their dignity and
survival, he said at a time
when many were caught in
the cruel grip of Loan
Sharksandforcedinto Loan
Apps during times of
desperation, is it fair to
push them further into
those traps instead of
protecting them.While
urging Ms Nirmala
Sitharaman and the RBI
Governor to easetheruleson
gold loan, the Chief Minister
aso urged them to dlow the
people to pledge their hard
earned gold with dignity.
"Our peoplearesimple,
dignified, and resilient.
Even when all they haveis
half a rupee, they save it
carefully, adding toit bit by
bit, until they can buy a
single gold bead", he said.
"Not for show. Not for
[uxury. But for emergencies-
-momentswhen thereisno
one else to turn to", he
noted."This is not
ornamental gold. It istheir
shield against life's
uncertainties', Mr Stalinsaid.

Accused Nilesh Chavan
arrested from horder

Pune, May 30 (UNI) Nilesh Chavan, the absconding
accused inthe Vaishnavi Hagavane suicide case, hasbeen
arrested by the specia team of Pimpri Chinchwad police
near the India-Nepal border, said police today.

He was absconding for the past 10 days after the case

was registered against him.

Pimpri Chinchwad police haveregistered acase against
the entire Hagavane family in the Vaishnavi Hagavane
suicide case and arrested them.

Nilesh Chavan, who isafriend of Vaishnavi'ssister-in-
law KarishmaHagavane, has al so been made aco-accused

in the same case.

Itissaid that Nilesh threatened the family members of
Vaishnavi with hisrevolver when they went to take custody
of Vaishnavi's baby after her suicide on May 16.

Vaishnavi Hagavane hanged hersdlf at her marital home
in Bavdhan in Pimpri-Chinchwad town of Punedistrictin
western Maharashtraon May 16. Her family has alleged

she was harassed for dowry.
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A differently-abled person rides histricyclethrough awaterlogged road following heavy rainfall, in Guwahati, Assam.
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Chennai, May 30 (UNI)
: The father-son duo crisis
inthe Pattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK), aVanniyar
dominated outfit, seemed
to have reached a point of
no return with Dr
Anbumani asserting he
was the President and
annulled the sacking of
Party

Treasurer Ms
Thilagabamaby PMK
Founder Dr S Ramadoss
and announced that she
will continue in the post.

Within minutes after
the senior Ramadoss
removed her and
appointed Mansoor
Hussain as the new
Treasurer, his son and
former Union Minister Dr
Anbumani, now aRajya

Sabha MP, in an open
revolt again, cancelled it
and announced--as
President of the PMK--
that she would continue
in the post.He also said
Villupuram Central District
Secretary Mayilam
Sivakumar, who was
removed by Dr Ramadoss,
would continue in that
post.Stating that he and
other office bearerswere
elected by the General
Council and was duly
recognised by the
Election Commission of
Indig, the Junior
Ramadoss asserted that
as per the PMK bye-laws
only the President has the
powers to appoint or
removeany member from
the post--openly

countering his father's
decision."Whenever the
Party Founder removes
anyone from the post, |
will immediately re-
appoint them in the same
post”, he declared, hinting
that the PMK is heading
for avertical split ahead of
the crucial Assembly polls
duein 10 monthstime.

Dr Anbumani said the
Party Founder has no
powers to take such
decision and urged the
PMK cadres not to get
confused about reports of
change of party
functionaries. 'Any
changes effected
(removal/appointment) by
Dr Ramadossisnot valid
and all the present office
bearerswill remaininthe

Won't apologise if | am not
wrong, asserts Kamal

Chennai, May 30 (UNI)
Amid protests in
Karnatakaover hisremarks
on Kannada language and
the call to boycott his
upcoming film"Thug Life",
actor-politician Kamal
Haasan on Friday asserted
that he believe in
democracy and would not
apologise if he had not
done anything wrong.
Reiterating that hislove
for Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Kerala was
true, Makkal Needhi Maiam
(MNM) founder, whoisall
set for his maiden entry to
Parliament taking the Rgjya
Sabharoute, said hewould
apologiseif hewaswrong,
but not if hewas not wrong
ashebelievein democracy.
It may be noted protests
by pro-Kannada outfits
erupted in Karnataka after
the thespian's recent
remarks during the
promotion of his film
"Thug Life" here a few
daysago that Kannadawas
born out of Tamil. The

Karnataka Film Chamber
too has called for boycott
and aban on the release of
thefilm until hetendered a
public apology.

"It is a democracy. |
believe in the law and
justice. My love for
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Keralaistrue. Nobody
will suspect it except for
those who have an
agenda’, he told reporters
here.

"I've been threatened
earlier too, and if | am
wrong, | would apologise,
if I'm not, | won't...,", he
said, referring to theraging
protests in Karnataka.

He asserted that he
would apologise only if he
wereinthewrong, which he
believes is not the case in
the current controversy.

Theactor said thisishis
way of life, and urged
peoplenot to interferewith
it.Eventwo daysago while
speaking in the fim's
promotional event at
Thiruvananthapuram in

Keraa, the versatile actor
defended his remarks
against the Kannada
language saying it was a
statement of love.

Observing that a lot of
historians have taught him
history of language, Kamal
said politicians including
him have no qualifications
to talk about language.

"Let us leave al these
very indepth discussionsto
historians, archaeologists
and language experts', he
said.

Responding to the
controversy, he said, "My
comment on Kannada was
out of love and that love
will never apologise. | didn't
mean anything.

Tamil Nadu is a state
where a Menon has been
our Chief Minister, wherea
Reddy has been our Chief
Minister, a Tamil has been
our Chief Minister, and a
Kannadiga lyengar has
been our CM. Paliticians
are not qualified to talk
about language.”

Blackout exercise in Amritsar tomorrow
from 8 pm to 8:30 pm: Sarin

Amritsar, May 30 (UNI)
Under Operation Shield, a
blackout exercise will be
conducted in Amritsar for
half an hour from 8 pm to
8:30 pm on Saturday.

Giving theinformation,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner  Urban
Development Amit Sarin
said the inner areas of
Amritsar i.e. Walled City,
Amritsar Airport and
villages have been
exempted from the blackout
exercise. This means that
the lights will not be
switched off in these
places.

"Thisisjust a practice
for how we all have to
cooperate during a crisis,
sothereisno need to panic,
only your cooperation will
be needed," he said.

He appealed to the city
residents to turn off all the
lights when the siren
sounds at 8 o'clock.,

"If you have to turn on
the lightsinside the house,
then makethick curtainsor
such an arrangement that
the light does not go out
through the windows,: he
said.

He also advised the
residentsto practice sitting

in the middle of ground
floor rooms where there is
no glass window nearby.
The people should also
desist from roaming on the
roof, in the street or in an
open space outside during
ablackout.

He also asked
commuters to turn off the
lights of their vehicles and
stand on the side of the
road.

He said prior to the
blackout, a mock drill will
also be conducted by the
Civil Defence at Dussehra
Ground located on Ranjit
Avenuefrom 6to 7 pm.

post”, he added.

It may berecalled that
following arecent public
spat with his father over
the appointment of his
nephew Mukundan
Parasuraman as the Youth
Wing Secretary, the PMK
Founder took over the
reins of the party
declaring himself asthe
President, whileremoving
Anbumani from the post
and making himthe
Working President. Dr
Anbumani was speaking
at ameeting of district
secretaries held on the
outskirts of citytoday--
which was seen as a
counter to a series of such
meetings organised
recently by the Party
Founder to discuss the

R 5 killed, 29 injured in blost

in firecracker tactory in
Punjab's Muktsar

Muktsar (Punjab), May 30 (UNI) : Fivemigrant workers
were killed and 29 others injured in an explosion at a
firecracker manufacturing unit at Singhewala village in
Muktsar district on early on Friday. Many migrant workers
engaged in the production and packaging of firecrackers
worked in thisfactory located near the Haryna border.

SSPAKkhil Chaudhary said that preliminary information
hasreveal ed that the explosiontook placeinthefirecracker
manufacturing area. Thereasonsare yet to be ascertained.
He said that the expl osion caused the building to collapse,
causing casualties.Lambai DSP Jaspal Singh said that five
bodies have been recovered from the debris. The injured
have been admitted to All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Bathinda and Muktsar hospitals for
treatment. There were about 40 employeesin the factory.

Rescue teams of fire department and police reached
the spot. Some employees are still feared trapped under
the debris. Rescue operations are underway.

Dad-son row deepens further, PMK crisis seems to have reached dead end

2026 €l ection strategy, but
was skipped by amajority
of the Secretaries, that
dedlt asevere blow to him.
Addressing the district
secretaries, Dr Anbumani,
referring to scathing
attack launched against
him by hisfather, who
went to the extent of
stating that he had made a
grave mistake by making
him the Union Minister at
the age of 35 and that he
lacked leadership
qualities, said he feel
liberated from yesterday.
Hesaid "l wasin deep
mental agony for quite
sometime...Now | feel
liberated from yesterday",
on Dr Ramadoss media
interaction yesterday
during which he came

down heavily on his son.

Stating that the PMK
was not anyone's
property, Dr Anbumani
said hewould alwayslike
to remain as a grassroot
worker.

"Postswill comeand
go, but there should not
be any differences...your
loveis permanent”, he
said, while stressing the
need to remain united and
urging the district
secretariesto enroll new
genuine membersinto the
party in the next three
weeksto prepare for the
election.

In apeptakto the
secretaries, Dr Anbumani
also claimed that only
those parties having PMK as
andlywill winthe2026 palls.

Tobacco consumption claims over
78,000 lives annually in Rajasthan

Jaipur, May 30 (UNI) :
Tobacco consumption
claims the lives of
approximately 8 million
people worldwide each
year, with Indiaaccounting
for over 13.5 lakh deaths
and Rajasthan witnessing
over 78,000 fatalities
annually. Moreover, more
than 5,500 children in the
country and over 350inthe
state start consuming
tobacco and other smoking
products daily.

Pawan Singhal, Senior
Professor at the ENT
department of Sawai Man

Singh Hospital in Jaipur,
highlighted these alarming
statistics ahead of World
No Tobacco Day - May 31.

Citingthe Global Adult
Tobacco Survey (GATS),
Dr. Singhal emphasized
that the increasing trend
of tobacco consumption
among Rajasthan's youth
is detrimental to their
health, with nearly 78,000
people succumbing to
tobacco-related deaths in
the state.

The Global Youth
Tobacco Survey (GYTS
2019) reved sthat 74.3% of

adolescents in Rajasthan
have been exposed to
tobacco product
promotions, while 15.6%
are aware of e-cigarettes.
Dr. Singhal stressed that
the tobacco industry uses
innovative marketing
strategies to attract young
people, which has a direct
impact on the youth.

On World No Tobacco
Day 2025, the theme
"Unmasking the Appeal:
Exposing the Industry's
Tactics to Hook New
Generations" will be
discussed globally.

CBC 36101/11/0001/2526

A-12039/04/2022-Estt.111

Government of India

Ministry of Science & Technology
Department of Science & Technology

ADVT. No. DST/01/2025-Estt.111

Applicationsareinvited for filling up the'01' (One) post of Senior Adviser (in Pay
Level 15 of the 7th CPC) in the Department of Science & Technology on Deputation
(including short-term contract (1STC)) basisfailing which by Direct Recruitment basis.
According totheir eigibility, interested candidates can apply for the post under modes
of recruitment: (1) Deputation (ISTC) basis: or (ii) Direct Recruitment basis: or (iii)
either Deputation (I1STC) or Direct Recruitment basis. However, recruitment to the
said post of Senior Adviser in the Department of Science and Technology shall be
made on Deputation (ISTC) basisfailing which by Direct Recruitment basisas per the
availabhility of the applicants. Eligible candidates are required to fill the application
online, through the online portal https://recruitment.dst.gov.in/ using avalid email
ID. Thisonline portal for applying shall be availablefor aperiod of 45 daysfrom the
date of publication of the advertisement in Employment News/Rozgar Samachar. In
caseof applying on“ Deputation (ISTC) basis' oron" either Deputation (I1STC) or
Direct Recruitment basis", the printout of the successfully submitted online
application form duly signed by the candidate along with attested copies of ACRs/
APARSs for the last five years shall be forwarded through proper channel so as to
reach this Department by Register ed Post or by Speed Post within 30 days (45 days
for remote aressi.e. thosein Assam. Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur.
Nagaland, Tripura, Sikkim, Ladakh, Lahaul and Spin District and Pangi Sub Division
of Charnba District of Himachal Pradesh, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
L akshadweep) from thedate of closureof onlineportal. Applicants (otherwisedigible
to apply) working in organisationg/Institutes that do not have the system of recording
APARSYACRS need to furnish, their work profiles and gradings of the last 05 years
duly certified by their Head of organisationsg/Institute along with the applications
through proper channel so as to reach this Department by Registered Post or by
Speed Post within 30 days (45 days for remote areas) from the date of closur e of
online portal. For the application process and other general conditions and
requirements, please visit the Recruitment Cell webpage under the Administration &
Finance section of DST'swebsite (www.dst.gov.in).

Sd/- (Vinod Kumar Sharma)
Under Secretary totheGovt. of India




STANDARD POST, Puducherry

Saturday, May 31, 2025

STANDARD POST

DOGE to continue
even without Musk
at Helm,

Ramaswamy may
take lead

The US Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) will keep
functioning even without Elon Musk at
the helm and can be led by Vivek
Ramaswamy, the department'sinitial co-
chair, Timothy Kneeland, a professor of
history, politics, and law at Nazareth
University in the New York State, told
Sputnik.

On Wednesday, Musk announced that
his tenure as a special government
employee is concluding and expressed
gratitudeto US President Donald Trump
for "the opportunity to reduce wasteful
spending” within the government.

"I think DOGE will continue, its
purpose seems to be about more than
saving the government money, it seems
to be a way for President Trump to
eliminate government employeeswhose
ideological commitments are more
liberal and progressive than those of the
Trump movement. That isDOGE has at
|east two purposes, 'drain the swamp' of
expertsand liberasand, at the sametime,
save money for other goals of the Trump
White House," Professor Kneeland said.

The Trump administration aready has
a'"ready-madeleader” for DOGE inVivek
Ramaswamy, who has been appointed to
lead the cost-cutting agency alongside
Musk but |eft as he "felt that he was not
given sufficient power towork alongside’
the tech entrepreneur, the professor
added.

Kneeland suggested that Musk's
businesses, including Teda, SpaceX, and
X, may be among the reasons for his
official departurefrom politics, because
he was concerned with the need to control
the companies operations and, at the
same time, with the fact that "public
outrage” directed at him as the head of
DOGE may harm hisbusinessinterests.

However, Professor Knedland said that
it is too early to judge whether public
opinion has a chance of pressing the
White House to close the department.

"President Trump'sfollowers seemto
liketheideaand they arereally the core
of hisconstituency. | suspect it may take
more than afew polls commissioned by
thelegacy mediafor President Trump to
changehismind," he added.

On Thursday, the CBS broadcaster
reported, citing a senior official, that
Musk wasleavingthe White House on
good terms with Trump and will
keep privately advising himin the
future. The official noted that
Musk’s exit from the
administration should not be
considered aseparation but rather areturn
to the private sector, as the tech mogul
remainsthe president's friend.

Trump created DOGE asoneof his
first executive orders after being sworn
in as the 47th president of the United
States. Musk was appointed to head the
new department, whose prioritiesinclude
cutting costs and restructuring federal
agencies. Businessman Vivek
Ramaswamy wasto sharethe helm with
Musk but announced soon after the Trump
administration'stakeoff that hewould not
beinvolved with DOGE.

May 31: Punyashioka Ahilyadevi

Holkar Jayanti An ideal princess

When we talk about an
ideal king, the image of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj comes to mind,
while when we talk about
an ideal ruler, the name of
Punyashloka Ahilyadevi
Holkar comesto mind. She
served the people
throughout her life in
diverse roles such as an
ideal daughter, a virtuous
wife, a mother endowed
with all virtues, and a
public-spirited ruler. Not
only that, she took all
religions into  her
confidence and
administered the statewell.
Importantly, Hindus and
Muslims flourished during
Ahilyadevi's reign.
Ahilyadevi, who reached
the highest peak in
religious devotion through
social work through
politics, was awarded the
title of Punyashloka in
Hindu culture. This is a
matter of great pridefor the
Marathi people.

Ahilya Devi, while
taking concrete measures
for therestoration of Hindu
temples and pilgrimage
sites during her reign, did
not forget mosques and
dargahs. She also made
financial provisions for
them in the treasury. She
played a truly charitable
role by implementing
various public welfare
initiatives such as the
restoration of the twelve
Jyotirlingas and many
temples, gardens, rest
houses, food shelters,
wells, dharamshal as, roads,
water sources from
Badrikeshwar to
Rameshwar and from
Jagannathpuri to Somnath.
By building ghats on the
riversNarmada, Ganga, and
Godavari, the process of
building ghatson rivershas
continued uninterruptedly
from that period to the next.
Rajmata used to regularly
donate food, clothes, and
also donate to the poor
people of the state on
festivals. Preserving her
character and the splendor
of femininity, this great
mother combined worldly
and spiritual values,
leaving behind the tragic
events of the past, and
established a well-ordered

schedulefor her life. It was
against this backdrop that
Ahilyadevi Holkar was
known as the ideal royal
mother among her subjects,
and she remains so even
today.

Ahilyadevi Holkar was
the daughter of Mankoji
Shinde-Patil of the Dhangar
community of Chaundi
village in Ahmednagar
district. At the age of
twelve, Ahilyadevi was
married to Khanderao
Holkar, the son of
Malharrao Holkar, the
Peshwa's subedar. But time
took its toll and
unfortunately, Khanderao
died suddenly in 1766.
However, she recovered
with great courage and,
accepting the orders of her
father-in-law, Malharrao
Holkar, as her highest duty,
spent the rest of her lifein
public service.

On the strength of her
own efforts, this queen
mother skillfully ruled the
Holkar kingdom and gave
equal justice to people of
all castes and religions.
This courageous and
courageous mother, who
was distressed by the grief
of widowhood and the loss
of ason, stood firm and kept
therevolutionary sun of the
Holkar empire burning
brightly. Ahilyadevi made
the saying “ Marave Peari
Kirtirupe Urave " true by
leading an ideal state. We
all humbly salute such a
great mother.

Ahilyadevi, who had
progressive views,

T A -
amended the outdated laws
in line with the times. She
made the tax system mild.
She stopped the
oppressive practice of
confiscating the wealth of
widowsand depositingitin
the treasury. If a widow
wanted to adopt achild, she
was allowed to do so by
law. Ahilyadevi had issued
an order to punish the
officials who obstructed
the judicial process. She
wasagood fighter. Shewas
alsowell-versed in politics
and economics. She had
appointed Panchadhikari
(magistrates) in every
villageto ensurethat justice
was served on the spot for
the people. She got the
people of the Bhil and Gond
tribesto cultivate the waste
land. Through this,
Ahilyadevi increased the
treasury many times over
the time of Maharrao. She
devoted her entire life to
keeping the people happy
and content by
implementing various
public welfare activities
fromthemoney receivedin
the form of taxes from the
people. She had immense
compassionin her heart for
the common people.

It is noteworthy that
Ahilyadevi laid more
emphasis on education in
her kingdom. Maheshwar,
the capital of Holkar, was
the main center of
education. Sanskrit
language was also taught
in Marathi and Hindi
schools. Apart from this,
arrangements were made
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during Ahilyadevi'sreignto
provide education in Vedas-
Puranas, Shastras, Vedanta,
and grammar through
scholars and pundits.
Sculptors, writers, artists,
scholars and pundits were
given special respectin her
court. Poets Moropant and
Shahir Anant Fandi had a
place of honor in the
government court.
Ahilyadevi had also
received military education.
Shewasabravefighter. She
used to visit her army from
timeto timewith the aim of
maintaining the morale of
her soldiersand increasing
their confidence. Notably,
Ahilyadevi had formed a
special contingent of
womenin her army.

Itisamatter of pridethat
the achievementsof Ahilya
Devi had agreat impression
on the Mughals, Tipu,
Nizam, and Peshwas. They
had utmost respect and
tolerance for other
religions. “ Theking should
belike atrustee and should
be concerned about the
welfare of the subjects”
thisistheideal they had set
intheir governance. Thatis
why they were respected
by the subjects as an ideal
ruler. Ahilya Devi was
famous throughout the
kingdom as a public-
spirited queen.

The Fadnavis
government in the state is
committed to following in
the footsteps of the ideal
Rajmata Punyashloka
Ahilyadevi Holkar and to
rule like her. Against this

backdrop, the Mahayuti
government in the state is
taking decisions in the

public interest as a
government of the masses.
The state government
intends to announce a
comprehensive policy in
memory of Punyashloka
Ahilyadevi Holkar, and as
a part of it, women have
been given a 50 percent
discount on ST travel.
Under the Chief Minister-
Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana,
the state government is
providing financial
assistance of Rs 1500 per
month to poor women.
Crores of mothers and
sisters in the state are
getting financial support
through this scheme and
through which they are
contributing to their
families by starting small
businesses. What is
special is that they are
standing on their own feet.
Apart from this, free
medical facilities and
equipment are being
provided to elderly men
and women under the
Vayoshree Yojana. A fund
of Rs 2 crore has been
allocated for the special
campaign 'Maa Surakshit
Toh Ghar Surakshit' for
health check-ups of
women, provision of
ambulancesto takethemto
hospitals, and provision of
medicines. The Mahayuti
government in the state is
committed to establishing a
welfare state by keepingin
mind the ideals of
Punyashloka Ahilyadevi

Holkar.

In memory of
Punyashloka Ahilyadevi
Holkar, the Maharashtra
government organized a
cabinet meeting at her
birthplace in Chaundi in
Ahilyanagar district. This
was the first such meeting
since the formation of the
state of Maharashtra. In
this meeting, a
comprehensive
development plan for
Chaundi was prepared and
an administrative approval
was given for it with a
provision of Rs681 crore 32
lakh. The citizens who go
here will be able to see
important eventsin thelife
of Rajmata Ahilyadevi
Holkar. Not only this, they
will also be aware of the
past Holkar empire and the
exemplary governance of
Ahilyadevi. And their
memorieswill berevived. In
fact, thisis the true tribute
paid by the Mahayuti

government on the
occasion of the
tercentenary of

Punyashloka Ahilyadevi
Holkar.

Brothers and sisters, a
woman who became a
widow at a young age,
upholding the ideal of
religiousharmony, ruled the
Indore state for 30 years
from 176510 1795, setting a
record in Indian history.
The humanistic outlook of
the Queen Mother was
loved by people of all
religions. The people of the
Muslim community used to
pray in the mosque for the
bright future of the Indore
state of Ahilyadevi. That is
why the entire public was
called Punyashloka
Ahilyadevi with respect.
Ahilyadevi was the divine
light that dispelled
ignorance, injustice, and
sorrow in human life and
illuminated it. On behalf of
the people of all religions
in the state, | pay tribute
and pay my respects to
Punyashloka Ahilyadevi
Holkar!

Hail woman power!

The country will be
great, when women will be
respected
(Author: Ranveer Rajput,

Retired District
I nformation Officer)

Jammu, May 30 (UNI) :
Union Minister for
Agriculture Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Friday visited
RS Pura in Jammu and
highlighted thevital role of
farmers living in border
regions, describing them as
the second line of defence
of the country.Addressing
a convention of farmers
organised under the'Vikasit
Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan'
(VKSA) here at R.S. Pura,
the Union Agriculture
Minister termed the
courage of farmers as
unmatched, and said that
despite facing constant
danger farmers continue to
cultivate the land and feed
the nation.

He assured the local
farming community that
their concerns, particularly
regarding land rights,
security infrastructure, and
access to government
schemes, have been heard.

“The demand for more
bunkersinvulnerableareas
will be strongly raised in
New Delhi. Your safety is
our priority,” heaffirmed.

He also said that the
Central Government will
make farmers self-reliant
and transform the
agriculture landscape of
India.Hewas accompanied
by Union Minister of State,
Science and Technology;
MoS PMO, Ministry of
Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions, Dr
JitendraSingh.

Chouhan paid homage
to the brave soldiers
stationed at the border
areas and lauded the
enduring resilience of
farmers living under the
constant shadow of cross-
border threats. The Minister
emphasised the
government'sdedicationto
national security and
agricultural prosperity.

Helauded the valour of
Indian soldiers and the
significance of Operation
Sindoor, during which
precise strikes were
conducted on terror
infrastructure across the
border.“It was a necessary
step, Pakistan's attemptsto
infiltrate with drones and
missiles were dealt with
decisively. Thisisatribute
to the strength of our armed
forces and the will of the
Indian people,” he said.

Addressing the critical
issue of water sharing with
neighbouring countries,
the Minister criticised the
decisions of previous
government that allowed 80
percent of India’s water
resourcesto flow out of the
country.

“These water resources
bel ong to Jammu, Kashmir,
Ladakh, Punjab, Rajasthan
and others areas of the
country. I commend the

Prime Minister for putting
the Indus Water Treaty on
hold. Former PrimeMinister
Atal Bihari Vgjpayeerightly
opposed the decision to
give away our precious
resources," he said.

The Minister praised
the renowned R.S. Pura
Basmati rice, noting that
productivity is expected to
risewith theintroduction of
advanced agricultural
techniques and research.

“1 am hereto experience
first-hand the life and
challenges of farmers in
border areas. Together, we
will ensure that schemes
like PM Kisan Nidhi reach
every deserving farmer,” he
said.Underlining  the
government’s vision of
Viksit Bharat, he said that
there can be no Viksit
Bharat without Viksit
Krishi, highlighting that the
agricultural production has
reached an all-timehighin

thisyear, thanksto the hard
work of the farmers and
scientists.As part of an
ongoing  agricultural
transformation, herevealed
that research scientistswill
now visit villages, address
farmer queries, and provide
hands-on guidance to
tackle crop diseases and
boost productivity.
“Maintain close
contact with these
scientists. They are your
partners in progress,” he
urged. The Minister thanked
the Prime Miniger, the date
government, and the farmers
of Jammufor ther effortsand
cooperation.He reiterated his
mission to elevate the
agriculture sector to new
heights, ensuring that Jammu
and Kashmir becomes a
model agri-region for the
nation.He said that under
the leadership of the Prime
Minister, the government
has taken a resolve to

transform the agriculture
sector by incorporating
latest trends, technologies
and modern research.

Chouhan emphasised
that his life is devoted to
serving farmers, increasing
agricultural output,
lowering production costs
and protecting the nation’s
food supply.He highlighted
that a balanced use of
fertilisers, a deep
understanding of local
conditions and access to
high-quality seeds are key
factors that can
significantly boost the
productivity of farmers.

He said that the Union
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Ministry, State
Agriculture Minigry, Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR), Krishi
Vigyan Kendra and all
agricultural institutes
should work together as a
teamto realisethisgoal.
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NHL star Ovechkin to return to

Russia after next season : Wife

Moscow, May 30 (UNI) Washington Capitals
Russian forward Alexander Ovechkin will return to
Russiawith hisfamily after the next season, as he has
acontract for another year, Ovechkin'swifeAnastasia
Shubskaya said.On May 24, Ovechkin arrived in
Moscow from the United States on vacation.

"Alexander hasacontract for onemoreyear. So, he
will play out the next season and then we will fly back
to Moscow to live. To our homeland. We will stay in
Russia, yes ... He has hislast season next year. | want
himto simply enjoy what heloves, to simply enjoy this
last season,”" Shubskaya said in an interview with the
AiF website.She said she understood the pressure her
husband faced to score that record-breaking goal.

"It was difficult. The pressure was serious and it
was coming from everywhere. And every day there
werethe questions: "When, when, when are you going
to break the record?' Shubskaya said.

In April, Ovechkin broke the NHL record for the
most goals in league championships in history. He
scored 897 goals, outdoing the previous record of 894
goals of Canada's Wayne Gretzky.

Finland to lead EU quantum

defense project

Helsinki, May 30 (UNI) : Finland will lead a new
European Union (EU) initiative focused on applying
guantum technology to defense, the Finnish Ministry
of Defense announced on Friday.

Theproject, known as QUEST (Quantum Enablers
for Strategic Advantage), aimsto explore the defense
applications of quantum technol ogies, with afocuson
positioning, territorial surveillance, and air and missile
defense. Its objective is to harness next-generation
technologiesto enhance Europe's defense capabilities.

"Finland has cutting-edge expertise in quantum
technology and hosts one of the most advanced
ecosystems in this field,” Finnish Defense Minister
Antti Hakkanen said. "We are committed to integrating
guantum technologies into our defense capabilities.”

Hakkanen noted that the QUEST project, carried
out in collaboration with other European countries, will
establish a strong foundation for the use of quantum
technologies in defense. A major goal is the
development of precision Positioning, Navigation, and
Timing (PNT) systems that operate independently of
Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS).

Theproject will beimplemented jointly by theVTT
Technical Research Centre of Finland and the Finnish
defense administration.

Theinitiative is part of the sixth wave of projects
under the EU's Permanent Structured Cooperation
(PESCO), akey element of the bloc'scommon security
and defense policy. It is one of 11 new projects --
proposed by Germany, France, Finland, and Italy --
formally approved by EU member states. The European
Council adopted the decision to launch thislatest wave
on May 27.PESCO seeks to strengthen European
defense cooperation by pooling resources,
improving interoperability, and reinforcing the
European Defense Technological and Industrial
Base. With the latest additions, the total number of
PESCO projects has now reached 75.

Trump to keep USEUCOM chief
dual hatted as NATO's supreme

allied commander : Reports

Washington, May 30 (UNI) : USPresident Donald
Trumpwill stick to thetradition that the chief of the US
European Command also serves as Supreme Allied
Commander of NATO forces, despite his calls on
Europe to increase its engagement in defense and
security, Reutersreported on Friday, citing officials.

Trump is expected to nominate Air Force Lt. Gen.
Alexus Grynkewich for the positions, aUS official told
Reuters. The US president reportedly privately briefed
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte on the decision.

Azerhdijan to host World Urban
Forum in 2026

Nairobi, May 30 (UNI) : The 13th session of the
World Urban Forum (WUF13) will take placein Baku,
the capital of Azerbaijan, in May 2026, according to an
announcement made Friday at the resumed second
session of the United Nations Habitat Assembly
underway in Nairobi, the Kenyan capital.

AnaclaudiaRossbach, executivedirector of the UN
Human Settlements Program (UN-Habitat), ssid WUF13
will shine a global spotlight on the urgent need to
addressthe global housing crisisand itscentral rolein
sustainable urban devel opment.

"Established by the UN General Assembly asanon-
legidative platform in 2001, the World Urban Forum
facilitates inclusive dialogue among global
stakehol derson pressing urban issues," Rossbach said.

She observed that the forum is one of the largest
UN platforms convening diverse parties to exchange,
partner, and act on priorities to promote sustainable
citiesand communitiesin linewith the priorities of the
New Urban Agendaand the Sustainable Devel opment
Goals WUF13 will run under the theme "Housing the
World: Safe and Resilient Cities and Communities,”
focusing on practical solutions that integrate housing
with broader urban systems, such as climate adaptation,
land and tenure security, inclusive governance, and
locally driven development, Rossabach said.

Anar Guliyev, national coordinator of WUF13 and
chairman of the State Committee on Urban Planning
and Architecture of Azerbaijan, said hisgovernment is
committed to working closely with a wide range of
partners to ensure a successful five-day forum.

An all-party delegation including Congress leader Shashi Tharoor, Shiv Sena leader
Milind Deoraand others during an interaction with the Colombian journalists and media
personalitiesfrom leading mediahouses, in Bogota, Colombia.

China points out Taiwan issue red line
in relations with US : Ministry

Beljing, May 30 (UNI) :
The Taiwan issue is the
main red line in China-US
relations that cannot be
crossed, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Lin
Jian said at a briefing on
Friday.

Earlier in the day,
Reutersreported, citing US
officials, that thevolume of
USarmssuppliesto Taiwan
during President Donald
Trump's current term is
expected to exceed the
volume of supplies during
hisfirst term, as Trump and
hisadministration officials
are interested in
"enhancing hard
deterrence” for Taiwan.

"The Taiwan issueisat
the core of China's
fundamental interests and
isthemainredlinein China
USrelationsthat cannot be
crossed," Lin said
commenting on the report.

Chinastrongly opposes
arms sale to the idand by
the United States and calls

on Washington to stop
selling weapons and
creating tension in the
Taiwan Strait, Lin said,
adding that China's
determination to defend its
national sovereignty and
territorial integrity was
unwavering.

Beijing considers
Taiwan an integral part of
China, and adherencetothe
"One China" principleasa
prerequisitefor other states
wishing to establish or
maintain diplomatic
relations.The situation
around Taiwan escalated in
August 2022, when then-
speaker of the USHouse of
Representatives Nancy
Pelosi visited the island.
Beijing condemned Pelosi's
visit, saying it symbolized
US support for Taiwanese
separatism, and conducted
large-scale military
exercises around the
island.Official relations
between mainland China
and its island province

In next dialogue with
Pakistan, India

should reclaim PoK:
Abhishek Banerjee

Jakarta, May 30 (UNI) :
West Bengal's ruling
Trinamool Congress MP
Abshishek  Banerjee,
representing India's all
party Parliamentary
outreach mission in
Indonesia, on Friday
demanded New Delhi inthe
next dialogue with Pakistan
shouldrestrictitself only to
reclaiming PoK and called
uponthe Indian diasporato
visit Kashmir the next time
they return home."In the
next dial ogue with Pekigtan,
our gpproach should betotalk
about reclaiming PoK.,*:
Banerjeesaidin Jekarta

Banerjee urged the
Indian diaspora to spend
three additional days in
Kashmir withtheir families
during their next visit to
India.Addressing the
business and community
leaders from the Indian
diaspora.Banerjee said it
was always good to see so
many Indians on foreign
soil and added It also
reminds him of India's
might and vigour.

"It isatestament to the
fact that inthiswar, Indiais
not alone — it has its
diaspora by its side,
Banerjee said, pointing to
the assembled people. He
opined that India'sdiaspora
carriesIndiaspluralism, the
ideaof "Unity in Diversity,
and its strength in
adversity.Banerjee said
cross-border terrorism has

becomeaglobal imperative,
and al should raise their
voices against it — "
whether you are a student
or a professional in any
distinguished field,"

"You must expose our
neighbour, Pakistan, which
has been nurturing,
harbouring, and shielding
terrorists to hatch and
executeterror plotsagainst
us. There is ample proof
available for the world to
see," the Diamond Harbour
Lok Sabhamember said.

The Indian all party
delegation visited various
countries and whoever
they met agreed to "stand
withIndiainitsfight against
terrorism, and we must all
do our part by raising this
issue within our respective
circles. We need to expose
Pakistan," Banerjee said.

"What more does India
need to offer the world,
whentheevidenceisoutin
the open? Everyone could
clearly see top officials of
Pakistan Army attending
the funerals of the
terrorists,” he told the
Indian diaspora.*Look at
the composition of our
delegation. | might have
differences with the ruling
party, but | will not let my
political interests override
my national interest. | will
keep working for what isin
the best interest of my
nation.* The TMC general
secretary said.

broke downin 1949 &fter the
defeated Kuomintang
forces led by Chiang Kai-
shek fled to Taiwan after
losing a civil war to the
Chinese Communist Party.
They resumed business
andinformal contactsinthe
late 1980s. Since the early
1990s, the two have
maintained contacts
through non-governmental
organizations.

Belarus receives
Mi-35M
helicopters from
Russia : Defense
Ministry

Minsk, May 30 (UNI) :
Belarus has received Mi-
35M combat/transport
helicopters as part of the
military industrial
cooperation with Russia,
the Belarusian Defense
Ministry said on Friday.

"New Mi-35M
transport-combat
helicopters have arrived in
Belarus as part of military-
technical cooperation with
Russia," the ministry said
on Telegram.The Mi-35M
helicopter is a modernized
version of the Mi-24 combat
helicopter. It is capable of
performing awide range of
tasks: destruction of
armored and unarmored
equipment, enemy
manpower; fire support and
landing operations;
conducting aerial
reconnaissance;
transportation of troops
and cargo and evacuation
of the wounded. This
helicopter is designed to
operate under various
conditions, regardless of
the time of day or year, the
statement said.

Estonia terminates talks
with Russia over

Narva River buoys :
Foreign Ministry

Moscow, May 30 (UNI) : Estoniahas stopped on-going
negotiations with Russia over the controversial
replacement of navigating buoysontheNarvaRiver, opting
instead to do without installing them this summer and
increase patrols, the Estonian Foreign Ministry said on
Friday.In May 2024, the Estonian Interior Ministry'sPolice
and Border Guard Department accused Russian border
guards of removing 25 buoys on the Narva River. The
placement of the buoys fluctuates every year and is
negotiated by the partiesin the spring. Last year, Estonia
said Russia rejected the placement of nearly a half of the
250 buoys. In May 2025, Estonian broadcaster ERR
reported that Estonian and Russian border services
resumed negotiations, but the meetings have not yet
resulted in an agreement.

"Estonia is ending talks with Russia regarding the
Narva River navigation buoys, as despite efforts to reach
an agreement with Russiaon thelocation of the navigation
buoys, it has not been successful,” the ministry said in a
Statement.

In spring, Estoniaproposed anew deal onthelocation
of the buoys during the navigation period, but this also
did not lead to a "constructive outcome," the statement
read.

Estonian Deputy Director General for Border
Management Veiko Kommusaar said that installing
buoys without consensus would cause confusion,
prompting Estoniato abandon the plan for the summer
and enhance patrols instead. On Thursday, Estonian
Interior Minister Igor Taro said Estoniamight place buoys
initsterritorial watersif no deal was reached.
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No.:DMER/PROC-1 /Tender Notice/ 3¢

Directorate of Medical Education & Research. Mumbai, hereby invites the tender in two part systems
from the Only Manufacturers/ importers/Manufacturer Authorized bidder are eligible to participate in the tender.
Following Project for Various Govi. Medical Colleges & Hospitals. The details are as follows

Schedule
All bid related activities (process) like Tender Document Download, Bid Submission and Subinission
of EMD and other documents will be governed by the time schedule given under Key Dates below:

/2025
E-Tender Notic ¢

i

o

Date of Tender Publish 1 28.05.2025-10.00hrs. ]
Date Of commencement of sale of Tender document/ 28.05.2025 -10.00 hrs to 17.06.2025 - 05.00 hrs. |
dO\Vﬂ]Q'dd [ :. PO L —. i
' Pre Bid Meeting T 04.00.2025 ut 11,30 am o o
Last Date and Time for the Sale & Submission of 17.06.2025 - 05.00 pm...
tenders e 4
Date and Time of Opening of Envelope No. | | 18.06.2023, 02.00 PM. onwards B |
Address for communication Directorate of Medical  Education  Research. |
Director of Medical Education and Research Mumbai | Mumbai Govt. Dental College Build. 4th floor St. |
Govt Dental College Build 4th floor St Georges Georges Hospital Compound. Mumbai 400 001. |
Hospital Compound Mumbai 400 001 1 - o
Details of Equipment R
Sr. | E-Tender Name of Item- Name of the Consignee | EMD Amount ! Tender Fees |
No. No. : X ’
i E-02 Infrastructure Modification & | K.M.S. Kannawar ? Rs.39.00.000/- 1 Rs.30,600/-
(2025-26) Moderization  of  MICU | Government  Medical i ‘
- Department  Along  with | College &  Hospital, |
Supply, installation, Testing | Chandrapur !
& Commissioning of ;
Equipments on Turnkey Basis I ; -
2 E-03 | Infrastructure Modification & Rs.41.00.000/- i Rs.30,000/-
(202 5'26) Modérnization Of SIC;U ( ‘
Department  Along  with i i
Supply, Installation, Testing :
& Commissioning of : "
Equipments on Turnkey Basis | o IS RO
31 E-04 | Infrastructure Modification & | Rs.40.00.000/- | Rs.30.000/- |
. Moedemization of  Dialysis | i
(2025-26) Depariment  Along  with : :
: Supply. Installation, Testing | | ;
& Commuissioning of | .
Equipments on Turnkey Basis | S R
4 E-05 Infrastructure Modification & R5.40.00,000/- | Rs.30,000/- |
) - Modernization of Surgery {
(2025-26) Department Along with the !
upgradation of the ! x
Equipments on Turnkey Basis | - St R

1. The interested bidders will have to pay non-refundablc tender fee will be paid Online on or betore
dt.17.06.2025. 05.00 hrs.

The details reparding schedule, Terms & conditions “are available on the website
htips:Zmahatendors.govin.

there to.

3. The Director of Medical Fducation & Research, Mumbai reserves the right to increase or to
decrease the quantity of tendered Item & reserves the right fo reject the tender without any reason

Website: - hitps://mahatenders.gov.in. mail: - dmer.procurement@maharashtra.gov.in
Contact No.: 91-022-22620361-65 (Extn. 334), 022-22626838

+

DGIPR/2025-26/870

(Rajeev Nivatkar)
- :Commissioner

Medical Education, Research & Ayush
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Deriving its name from the surrounding
five hills that envelop it, Panchgani offers
a window to the past. Located just about
38 metres below Mahabaleshwar, at an
altitude of 1334 metres, the approach to
this beautiful hill station is replete with
lovely views of the Krishna River to one
side, and the plains on the other. A
quintessentially residential area, it exudes
a charm that harks to a time gone by.
Whether in the old colonial architecture,
the Parsi homes, and century-old boarding
lodges. The best vantage point to take in
the world below can be found at Table
Land, a flat mountain peak overlooking
the plains. To mix things up, head to the
local bazaar where business moves along
at an unhurried pace, setting a leisurely
tone for your time spent here.

Keechakadara

As accounted in the Mahabharata, this is
the place where Bheema killed Keechaka,
the villain and threw him into the valley
below. Taking its name from the incident,
Keechakadara is also often referred to as
Chikhaldara. Aside from its mythological
roots, there's more to this beautiful hill
station. Situated at an altitude of 1118
metres in the Vidarbha region, this is the
only hill resort in the area, and has the
added attraction of being the only coflee-
growing area in Maharashtra. This is even
a great place for wild life enthusiasts to do
some spotting as panthers, bears, sambar,
wild boar, and wild dogs thrive here and it
is neighboured by the famous Melghat
Tiger Project which has 82 tigers.
Hurricane Point, Prospect Point, and Devi
Point are all great vantage points to take in
the views, and this is also a good starting
point for excursions to Gavilgad and
Narnala Fort.

Bbandardara

Also cradles within the Sahyadri Hills,

During the rains, god's own country
transforms into a veritable paradise with lush
greenery gracing its backwaters and hills,
cloudy sunsets, cool breeze and the cheerful
fervour of an array of festivals. Intermittent
showers heighten the romance of the season.
It might not be the best time to hit the
beaches, but here are five reasons why
Kerala in the monsoon will leave you singin'
intherain.

Snake boatraces

The months between July and September are
water sports season, with the backwaters
around Alappuzha playing host to a series of
snake boat races. The most famous of the lot
is the Nchru Trophy Boat Race, gencrally
held on the second Saturday of August every
year. The regatta takes place on the
Punnamada Lake, and features ceremonial
processions and magnificent floats. Its star
attraction is the synchronised rowing of
traditional 30-metre-long snake-boats or
chudan valloms, which have a raised prow
resembling a snake.

The Onam sadya feast
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5 hill stations in

Maharashtra

to get away to

Through the length of its state, Mabarashtra encompasses a landscape ranging

from the steeply rising Western Ghats, all the way down to the seashore of
the Arabian Sea. Cradled within is carpeted green mountain walls, are the most

stunning bill stations, each with a charm that’s all their own. Take a break
of the city and get away to these oases of calm.

from the frenzied pace

Bhandardara, with its soaring mountain
ranges, plunging waterfalls and carpet of
green, attracts tourists all through the year.
For a short hour-long journey, this hill
station offers city dwellers a drastically
contrasting landscape and stunning
surroundings. Bright green paddy fields
and clear blue skies punctuated with a
labyrinth of gurgling streams, provide all
the essential ingredients for a weekend
away from the madding crowds. There’s
enough to keep you busy through the days.
Built in 1910, Wilson Dam stands 150-

S reasons why you should visit

metres-high and has a beautiful garden at the
base. of Wilson Dam there is a garden
endowed with thick greenery, streams and
gigantic trees, the silently serene Arthur lake
which mirrors the beauty of its surroundings
in its blue waters, Mount Kalsubai, which is
Maharashtra’s highest peak at 1646 metres
and draws in serious trekkers to its summit,
the Agasti Risha Ashram which has been
mentioned in the Ramayan and the ancient
Ratangad Fort which offers panoramic
views from its ramparts.
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This
ten-day harvest festival celebrates

the homecoming of the mythical king
Mahabali, but it's also a good excuse to feast
on some of Kerala's most lip-smacking
vegetarian fare. Traditionally served on palm
leaves, the nine-course banquet is held on the
last or tenth day. It's best savoured at a local
home, but you don't manage to get an invite
then most local restaurants also offer these
meals. The preceding days are filled with
costume parades, boat races and shopping
discounts.

Great hotel deals

Sandwiched between Kerala's sweltering
summers and its peak tourist season
(November to March), the monsoon is a
great time to snag deals at otherwise
expensive hotels and resorts. If you've ever
fantasised about an indulgent houseboat

trawl through the backwaters, then this is the
time to get the best bargains. To avail the best
discounts, make sure you plan your visit before
the end of September, after which tariffs being

climbing up again.

Ayurvedic therapies

Kerala is home to several excellent spas and
wellness resorts, and there's no better time to
pamper yourself than the monsoon season.
According to Ayurveda, the cool, pleasant
weather is ideal for rejuvenation. Sign up for a
week-long retreat at top-notch stays such as the
Kairali Ayurvedic Healing Village Health
Resort in Palakkad or Somatheeram Ayurvedic
Health Resort in Kovalam with relaxing oil-
based therapies, massages, yoga and a balanced
diet that'll cleanse your mind, body and soul.

Discovered back in 1850 by Hugh Malet,
collector for the Thane district, Matheran
sits atop the Sahyadris Mountain range and
is another hot weekend getaway for city
slickers. This gorgeous and quaint hill
station is best accessed via the slow-moving
toy train which chugs along over a leisurely
two-hour-long journey from the valley
below. Sprawled across a lush green,

Wayanad's
splendour

natural

With virescent hills carpeted with
plantations, rainforests and tumbling
waterfalls, Wayanad is a photographer's
delight. After you've had your fill of its misty
coffee, tea and spice plantations, head to the

undulating hilltop, Matheran sits at a height
of about 800 metres with drastic, steep cliffs
offering the most stunning views of the
plains below. Make your way up to Hart
Point at night, and take in the dreamy,
twinkling lights of Mumbai far below,
meander through the winding ways and feast
your eyes on the British-Parsi architecture of
the local homes, walk up to Charlotte Lake,
and do a spot of shopping in the market
where you’ll find lots of leather goodies, hats
and ofcourse the famous sweet-sticky chikki
best eaten hot and fresh.

Mahabaleshwar
ranslating to mean *God of Great Power” 1n

Sanskrit, Mahabaleshwar is a favourite hill
destination with Maharashtrians. Once the
summer capital of the Bombay Presidency
during the British Raj, it offers visitors a
perfect blend of modernity with old-world
charm. Aside from being abound with
natural beauty, there’s lots you can do here to
keep entertained. All parts of the hill station
are accessible by car, so getting around is no
problem, and if you’re feeling adventurous,
just climb onto a horse and get going. Make
your way to Malcolm Peth, the bazaar at the
heart of Mahabaleshwar, which has a good
mix of hotels, shops and restaurants. Visit
Mount Malcolm which was builtin 1829 and
once served as the Governor’s residence,
Moraji Castle which was home to Mahatma
Gandhi back in 1945, and wind down at the
Mahabaleshwar Club in the evening over
drinks. During the day you can take the short
drive up to Venna Lake and go boating or
fishing, and proceed a little further down to
Panchgani, and walk through the strawberry
fields.

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary that hosts
numerous migrating birds in this period.
Wayanad's tourism department also holds
an annual monsoon carnival in July with
village excursions, rain treks as well as
local sports such as mud football and
archery.
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Swiatek powers
into Round 3 of
French Open

Paris, May 30 (UNI) :
Poland's top seed lga
Swiatek advanced to the
final of the third round at
Court Suzanne Lenglen
withacommanding 6-2, 7-5
victory over Romania's
Jaqueline Cristian on
Friday.

Swiatek, showing her
trademark resilience and
precision, dominated the
match despite Cristian's
determined fightback. The
Polish star secured 13
games to Cristian's 8,
maintai ning control with an
impressive 75 percent win
rate on first serves and 69
percent on second serves.

Cristian, who struggled
to convert break points,
failed to capitalise on six
opportunities, while
Swiatek converted three
out of seven. ThePolish ace
also displayed superior
returning skills, winning 32
receiving points compared
to Cristian's18.

Despite  Cristian's
higher number of double
faultsat three, both players
remained steady in serving,
with Swiatek winning 10
service gamesto Cristian's
7. Swiatek's consistency
was further underlined by
her ability to win eight
pointsinarow at onestage,
demonstrating her
momentum in the match.

Thewin putsSwiatek in
thefinal, whereshewill aim
to add another trophy to her
illustrious career. Cristian,
meanwhile, can take pride
in her spirited performance
against the top seed on one
of tennis's grandest stages.

China's Zheng
Qinwen
advances to
last 16 at
French Open

Paris,May 30 (UNI):
Paris Olympic champion
Zheng Qinwen of China
continued her strong run
at the French Open on
Friday, advancing to the
women's singles Round of
16 with astraight-setswin
over 18-year-old Canadian
qualifier VictoriaMboko.

The eighth seed
needed just under 90
minutes to beat Mboko 6-
3, 6-4intheir first career
meeting, marking her
second appearance in the
last 16 at Roland Garros
after her breakthrough run
in2022.

"l wasbornin Chinain
areally hot place, whichis
called Wuhan. So |
handled the hot weather
quitewell," Zheng said in
her post-match interview.

"Last year when |
played the Olympic
Games, it was hotter than
this. So actualy | likethis
condition, but | want to
say thanksto all the
crowd who suffered here
under the sun today with
me."

Zheng also praised her
young opponent. "I want
to say congrats to the
opponent because | feel
sheplayed really well, and
| think we pushed each
other to play our best
tennis.

And sometimeswe
had really good points. It
was not an easy match."

Zheng will next face
thewinner of the match
between Dayana
Yastremskaof Ukraineand
LiudmilaSamsonovaof
Russia as she looks to
reach her first French
Open quarterfinal.
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Paris, May 30 (UNI) :
World number one Aryna
Sabalenka  produced
another devastating
display to reach the French
Open fourth round on
Friday and continue her
pursuit of afirst Paristitle.

The three-time major
winner stamped her
authority on the match
early on by winning the
first five games against
Serbia'sOlgaDanilovic.

The 27-year-old went
on to complete a 6-2 6-3

Women are worthy of

victory on Court Philippe
Chatrier to set up ameeting
with American Amanda
Anisimova.TheBdarusian,
who has reached at |east
the quarter-finals at each of
the past nine Grand Slams
she has contested, has lost
just 10 games in her first
three matchesin Paris.
Now in her 40th
consecutive week as the
top-ranked women'splayer,
Sabal enkathanked her team
for helping to lay the
foundations for her

Open night sessions

Paris, May 30 (UNI) :
French Open tournament
director Amelie Mauresmo
has rejected accusations
that not scheduling
women's matches in the
tournament's night session
implies female players are
not "worthy" of the slot.

The first six night
sessions at Roland Garros
have all been men'ssingles
matches.

In a news conference
earlier thisweek, two-time
Wimbledon finalist Ons
Jabeur said the decision -
which is debated every
year - affectsthe growth of
women's sport.

Mauresmo, a former

WTA world number one,
says no women's players
have complained directly to
her about the situation.

Asked if she
understood that not picking
women's matches led to
some women feeling "not
worthy", Mauresmo
replied: "That's not what
we'resaying. | haveto stop
you right there.

"For me, the message
that | alwayssaid, and | will
repeat, is the conditions
have not changed of
having one unique matchin
the evening.

"The message has
never been the girlsare not
worthy of playing at night.

continuing success, the
BBC reported."When | am
on court, | anacompletely
different person, very
focused, very aggressive.
On the court it is about
dreamsand | givemy all on
court," she said in her on-
court interview."Off court,
it is important to surround
yourself with the right
people and have fun with
your crew and that's what
I'm doing."l am really
grateful to havedl of them
onmyteamwearelikefamily.”

French

It's never been this."

Mauresmo still has to
make a decision on which
match will feature in
Saturday's night session -

which will clash with
Paris St-Germain facing
Inter Milan in the
ChampionsLeaguefinal in
Munich.

"The Champions
League final won't change
much for us anyway," she
said."We are trying to do
the utmost for the
tournament. We are very
happy for PSG but we are
organising our own event.
"Therewill be 15,000 people
here so we wanttogivethem
the best possible match.”

Hitman, Hardik hammer
Gujarat Titans, ensure MI's
march into IPL Qualifier 2

Chandigarh, May 30 (UNI) : A
throwback to Rohit Sharma’svintageflair
and a last-over blitz from skipper Hardik
Pandyafired Mumbai Indiansinto Qualifier
2of IPL 2025 witha20-runwinover Gujarat
Titans in a high-octane Eliminator at the
Maharaja Yadavindra Singh International
Cricket Stadium hereon Friday.

Under pressurein aknockout clash, M|
came out swinging. Choosing to bat first,
they racked up atowering 228 for 5, thanks
to Rohit’s authoritative 81 off 50 balls, an
innings that stitched together finesse and
firepower, and a death-over assault led by
Hardik, whosethree monstroussixesinthe
final over turned a strong total into an
imposing one.Inreply, Gujarat never quite
recovered from an early jolt and despite a
valiant 80 by young Sai Sudharsan, they
could only muster 208 for 6intheir 20 overs.
Mumbai bowlers, spearheaded by Trent
Boult and supported by Jasprit Bumrah's
precision, kept their composure under
pressure and sealed the deal.

Rohit, who had been quiet this season,
roseto the occasion when it mattered most.
Theformer M1 captain unfurled nine crisp
boundaries and four effortless sixes,
bringing up his47th IPL fifty and becoming
only the second player after Virat Kohli to
breach the 7000-run barrier in IPL history.

Jonny Bairstow (47 off 28) gave Ml a
rousing start with a flurry of boundaries,
and though hefell to a stunning boundary-
line relay catch between Sai Kishore and
Gerald Coetzee, MI’s momentum never
waned. Suryakumar Yadav (33 off 20) and
Tilak Varma (25 off 11) played with freedom,
allowing Rohit to anchor whilethe middle
order swung freely.The fireworks arrived

inthefinal stretch. Tilak Varmasmashed a
93-metre six off Mohammed Sirgj before
falling, setting the stage for Hardik’ s entry.
TheMI captain walked inwith clear intent
and exploded in the last over, bowled by
Coetzee, sending one sailing over the
sightscreen before dispatching two more
sixesinto the stands en route to 22 runsin
that over alone.

Faced with a steep target, GT lost
captain Shubman Gill early to a Boult
inswinger. Kusal Mendis (20) and
Washington Sundar (48 off 24) tried to
rebuild, with Sundar particularly impressive
in counterattack, but regular wickets
derailed their chase.

Sal Sudharsan, unflustered at one end,
played a fine hand, his 80 off 49 balls
included ten fours and a six, but lacked
meaningful support in the slog overs.
Cameos from Sherfane Rutherford (24),
Shahrukh Khan (13), and Rahul Tewatia (16
not out) narrowed the gap, but the required
ratekept climbingasMumbai closed inwith
disciplined bowling.Trent Boult (4-0-56-2)
struck key blows, while Bumrah (4-0-27-1)
choked the flow at the death. Ashwani
Kumar, Richard Gleeson and Mitchell
Santner chipped in with awicket each.

Addingto Gujarat’swoeswastheir sub-
par fielding, Kusal Mendis grassed a sitter
and Coetzee dropped a tough but crucial
chance, both reprieves to Rohit and
Suryakumar that cost them dearly.
Mumbai's fielding, in contrast, was sharp
and assured.With this win, MI, who have
now crossed 200-plusfor thethirdtimethis
season, marchinto Qualifier 2, wherethey
will meet Punjab Kings, who went down to

Royd ChdlengersBengduruinQuadlifier 1.

Fernandes
considering
quitting
Man Utd for
Al-Hilal

London, May 30 (UNI)
: Bruno Fernandesis
giving serious
consideration to quitting
Manchester United next
week and taking up a
lucrative offer tojoin
Saudi Pro-LeagueclubAl-
Hilal. Fernandes
representatives are said to
have met Al-Hild officias
in the past few days for
further discussions about
amovethat would allow
the 30-year-old to take
part in the forthcoming
Club

World Cup.

The issue has been the
topic of conversation on
United's current tour of
Asia

While Fernandes has
remained focused and
continues to take his
responsibilities as captain
serioudly, he has offered
no guarantees about his
future, which hasled to
some thinking heis ready
toleave.

Manchester United are
said to be relaxed about
the situation.

While head coach
Ruben Amorim has
previously said he wants
Fernandes—who earlier
this month was crowned
the club's player of the
year for ajoint record
fourth time —to stay at
Old Trafford, healso
knowsarumoured £80m
transfer fee might be the
best way of being able to
reshape his squad, the
BBC reported.

Asked about the
present situation on the
club's current post-season
triptoAsia, Amorim said:
"We talk about this many
times.

"You can see by his
performances. You can
see by his leadership. You
can see the passion he
has for the game.

In difficult moments
Bruno is the guy who
takes responsibility. He
should do because he is
the captain.”

Fernandes is expected
to be involved in United's
game againgt Hong Kong on
Friday (13:00 BST kick-off).

ITTF justifies election process,
condemns AGM disruption

Doha, May 30 (UNI) :
The International Table
Tennis Federation (ITTF)
has defended its
presidential electionduring
its recent Annual General
Meeting (AGM) in Doha,
while strongly condemning
the disruption that resulted
in the suspension of the
AGM.During Tuesday's
AGM, Sweden's Petra
Sorlingwasre-elected ITTF
president after receiving
104 votes, while her
opponent, Khalil Al-
Mohannadi of Qatar,
received 102. Sorling was
proclaimed by the AGM
Chair as ITTF president,
andwill serve her new term
from 20250 2029.

In a statement released
on Friday, the ITTF said a
total of 208 member
associations registered to
take part in and vote on all
the decisions scheduled at
the AGM, and all the
delegateswereinformed of
this at the outset of the
AGM."The ITTF
Constitution authorizes
voting in person, online or
inahybrid format," it said.

Asper therequest of the
two candidates, the ITTF
said, the presidential
election was conducted in
a hybrid format, with 185
delegates present in Doha

voting manually by placing
paper ballot with their vote
into the voting box and 21
online voting through the
system.

Doubts were raised
during the roll-call voting
process, as 16 member
associations were counted
as present online while the
final tally showed 21 online
votes.

"During the AGM, the
total of votes placed by the
member  associations
fluctuated throughout the
day's proceedings, as
delegates joined and left
the meeting (both online
and in person). This
information was
transparently displayed for
all delegates during the
AGM," thel TTF explained.

Each member
association present has
one vote, irrespective of
whether it is present in
person or onlineg, at thetime
of theroll call or at alater
stage during the AGM, it
added.

According to the ITTF
website, "the AGM had to
be suspended after it was
disrupted by outsiders"
after the presidential
election.

The ITTF said that
these individuals were
neither delegates from

member associations, nor
members of the Executive
Board, Council, Committees
or invited guests.

"Asthe communication
of the outcome of the
election resulted in the
disruption of theAGM and
in unsubstantiated
allegations of irregularity,
the ITTF would like to
clarify that the election
process was conducted in
strict accordance with the
ITTF Constitution and
Statutes and in full respect
of the member associations
rights," it said.

According to the ITTF,
since 2020, it hasemployed
secure electronic voting
systemsto ensureintegrity
and confidentiality, and the
systems were overseen by
acompany used by several
other sports institutions,
such as the International
Olympic Committee.

"The ITTF rejects the
misconceived statement by
some member associations
to recognize any other

result," said the
organization."

The ITTF will not
comment any further onthe

election process at this
stage and will address
any formal complaint it
should receive in the
appropriate forum."

Banka, Yang elected third time
as WADA president, VP

Montreal (Canada), May 30 (UNI) : The
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)
confirmed that the third and final three-
year termfrom 2026 to 2028 for itspresident
Witold Banka and vice president Yang
Yang.WADA's Extraordinary Foundation
Board Meeting was convened online on
Thursday to elect the new leadership of
the international organization which is
based here.

"Today's result reaffirms our shared
mission and values. Despite the many
challenges we have faced over the past
five and a half years, it has also been a
period of transformation, of resilience, and
of undeniable progress,” said President
Banka, theformer sprinter-turned Minister
of Sport and Tourism of Poland.

"Inour final term, we are committed to
continue strengthening the global anti-
doping system by elevating the athlete
experience; expanding the impact of our
science, development, compliance and
intelligence work and much more," said
Banka He said WADA and itsstakehol ders

around the world would meet the shared
objectives and exceed them with the sole
purpose of protecting clean sport. Yang, a
former Olympic short-track speed skating
champion, also expressed her gratitude for
the Board's confidence and reiterated her
commitment to spearheading WADA's
increased emphasis on education and the
role of athletes in charting the course for
the future of anti-doping.

"Serving asvice president hasbeen the
privilege of alifetime, and | enter thisfinal
term determined and fully committed to
continuing the meaningful work wedo each
and every day," said Yang, "I am grateful
for the opportunity to spend another term
alongside President Banka and look
forward to devoting the next three and a
half yearsto completing thework we started
in 2020."WADA, establishedin 1999 asan
international independent agency to lead
a collaborative worldwide movement for
doping-free sport, is composed of a 38-
member Foundation Board, which is the
agency's highest policy-making body.

Mumbai, May 30 (UNI)
: Indiaand England will lock
hornsin a five-Test match

series, marking the
beginning of the upcoming
ICC World Test

Championship cycle.

Bumrah, currently part
of the Mumbai Indians
squad for the Indian
Premier League, is among
the experienced
campaignerswho featurein
India's Test squad against
England, especially after
the retirements of Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma.

The 31-year-old, who
was phenomenal with the
ball during India sprevious
Test assignment in
Australia, is eager to take
onthe challenge of playing
in English conditions.

“Playing in England is
always a different
challenge, | always love
bowling with the Dukes
ball,” Bumrah said in a
conversation with Michael
Clarke on the Beyond23
Cricket Podcast.

“The weather, the

swinging  conditions
sometimes, and then when
the ball becomes soft,
there's always a challenge.
Sol alwayslook forward to
playing in England,” he
said.The seasoned pacer
added that in Ben Stokes
England side, a unique
challengeawaitsIndia.

"They're playing an
interesting style of cricket
which is interesting
because | don't really
understand it too much,"
Bumrah said.

"But as a bowling unit,
we always feel confident
that when the batters are
being ultra-aggressive, on
agiven day, anybody could
run through and get
wickets," he said.

India and England will
kickstart the five-match
series on June 20 with the
first Testin Headingley.

With cricket set to make
abig return at the Summer
Olympics, Bumrah aso has
his sights set on making an
appearance at LosAngeles
2028."Obviously, it is

tough for any individual to
keep playing everything for
solong,” hesaid. "I've been
doing it for a while, but
eventually you have to
understand where your
body is going, what is the
important tournament.”
"You have to be alittle
selective and smart about
how you use your body. As
a cricketer, 1 would never
want to leave anything and
always keep on going. But
| don't set goals or look at
numbers. whenever | have
[set goalg], I've never been
abletofulfil them," Bumrah

said.“Yes, you have to be
selective. Now I've heard
there's Olympicsin cricket
coming as well. So that is
something that 1'm looking
forward to. Who would've
thought cricket will become
an Olympic sport?’ hesaid..

Back in April, the
number of teams set to
participateinthemen’'sand
women’s cricket
tournament for LA 2028
were confirmed.

Both tournaments will
be hosted at the
Fairgrounds in Pomona,
Southern California.
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WR’s Major block at Kandivali Yard

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, May 30 : To
facilitatethe Dismantling of
Elevated Booking Office at
Kandivali Yard, a major
block of 36 hours will be
undertaken on the 5th line
and yard lines from 13:00
hrs on Saturday, 31st May
2025, to 01:00 hrs in the
intervening night of
Sunday/Monday, i.e. 1st/
2nd June, 2025.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek during the
block, suburban and mail
expresstrainswill berunon
Fast Line. Detailsof affected
trains are as under.

Short Termination/
Origination/Partially
cancellation of trains:

1. Train No. 19418

Ahmedabad — Borivali
Express journey
commencingon 30th & 31st
May, 2025 will short
terminate at Vasai Road.
Hence, this train will be
partially cancelled between
Vasai Road and Borivali.

2. Train No. 19425
Borivali — Nandurbar
Express journey
commencing on 31st May
& 01st June, 2025 will
short originate from
Bhayandar. Hence, this
train will be partially
cancelled between
Borivali and Bhayandar.

3. Train No. 19426
Nandurbar — Borivali
Express journey
commencing on 31st May,
2025 will short terminate at
Vasai Road. Hence, this
train will be partially
cancelled between Vasai

Road and Borivali.

4, Train No. 19417
Borivali — Ahmedabad
Express journey
commencing on 01st June,
2025 will short originate
from Vasai Road. Hence,
this train will be partialy
cancelled between Borivali
and Vasai Road.

Due to this block, few
suburban trains will be
affected and will be
cancelled. List of trains
cancelled on 31st May, 2025
is enclosed as Annexure .
While, list of trains
cancelled on 01st June,
2025 is enclosed as
Annexure |l. Detailed
informationto thiseffectis
available with concerned
Station Masters.
Passengersarerequested to
please take note of the
above arrangements.

Successful conclusion of summer
coaching camp 2025 by East
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(Sandard Post Bureau)
Visakhapatnam, May 30
: The East Coast Railway

Sports Association
(ECoRSA) successfully
concluded its highly
anticipated Summer
Coaching Camp 2025, held
from April 22 to May 30,
2025. The 40-day camp,
hosted at the Waltair
Railway Stadium, provided
world-class sports
coaching to children aged
5to 15years, with sessions
conducted both in the
morning and evening.

The closing ceremony
was graced by Divisional
Railway Manager and
President of ECORSA, Shri
Lalit Bohra, as the chief
guest. Other distinguished
guests included President
ECORWWO Smt. Jyotsna
Bohra, ADRM (Operations)
Shri Manoj Kumar Sahoo,
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Sports Officer Shri M.
Haranath, Treasurer Shri
Jusuf Kabir Ansari,
Assistant Sports Officers
Shri Sh. Patil & Shri Sahu,
General Secretary Smt. N.
Usha, and representatives
of recognized unions.

The camp offered
coachinginawidearray of
sports for both boys and
girls.

For Boys: Athletics,
Boxing, Basketball, Cricket,
Ball Badminton, Football,
Shuttle Badminton,
Swimming, Table Tennis,
Tennis, Yoga, and
\olleyball.

For Girls: Athletics,
Boxing, Basketball, Shuttle
Badminton, Swimming,
Table Tennis, Yoga, and
Tennis.

In his address, DRM
Shri Ldit Bohracommended
the ECORSA team for the

X il peris

Coast Rullwuy sports ussocluhon

successful organization of
the camp. He emphasized
the significance of such
initiatives in nurturing
young talent, promoting
sportsmanship, and
providing opportunitiesfor
local youth to excel at the
national and international
levels. The camp was open
free of chargeto children of
Railway employeesaswell
as residents of
Visakhapatnam, ensuring
broad community
participation, he added.

To encourage a healthy
competitive spirit, various
sports competitions were
held on the final day of the
camp. Winners and
runners-up were awarded
trophiesand certificates, while
all participants received
certificatesof participationin
recognition of their
enthusiasm and effort.

Installation of
ATVMs in
Hubballi
Division : SWR

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, May 30: Ina
move aimed at reducing
crowding at ticket counters,
South Western Railway
(SWR), Hubballi Division,
hasinstalled 25 Automatic
Ticket Vending Machines
(ATVMs) across various
stations  within its
jurisdiction. Hubballi
station has 8 machines,
followed by Belagavi and
Ballari with 3 each,
Bagalkot, Vijayapura,
Gadag, and Hosapete with
2 each, and Dharwad,
Koppal and Ghataprabha
with 1 each.

A majority of
passengers rely heavily on
unreserved tickets. These
machines are useful for
daily commuters such as
workers and students,
enabling them to quickly
and conveniently obtain
tickets without having to
wait in long
queues.“ ATV Ms facilitate
the issuance of multiple
ticket types, including
monthly (season) passes,
platform tickets, and
unreserved journey tickets.
One of the key features is
the use of rechargeable
smart cards, which can be
used asneeded for different
travel purposes.
Passengers can also scan a
QR code to purchase
tickets."31 ATVM
facilitators are appointed
across various stations to
facilitate the passengersin
using the machines. They
either disburse the tickets
through the facilitator
smart card or guide the
passengers to buy tickets.
Thesefacilitatorsareretired
Railway employees
selected through screening
of applications by the
committee of officers.

To encourage the use of
ATV Ms, passengers
purchasing unreserved
tickets through these
machines are offered
discounts credited to their
smart cards—3% for
journeysup to 150 km, 2%
for distances between 150
and 500 km, and 1%for trips
exceeding 500 km. These
discounts are also
extended to ATVM
facilitators (operators).

With advanced
technical support, the
department aims to

significantly increase the
number of tickets issued
through ATVMs. This not
only enhances passenger
convenience but also
reduces the workload on
conventiona ticket counters.

Op Sindoor a testament to success of
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat': Yogi

Kanpur, May 30 (UNI) :
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday
saluted the valour of the
Indian Army, saying that
due to the bravery of its
soldiersunder the guidance
of PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi, thewholeworld now
exemplifies India for its
power and capability.

During the launch of
projects worth Rs 47,000
crore by Prime Minister
Modi in Kanpur, the CM
praised and congratulated
the PM on hisfirst visit to

Uttar Pradesh after
'Operation Sindoor".
Hesaid the bravery that

the Indian forces have
displayed by destroying
the enemy's air defence
system also made theworld
realise the power of ‘Made

in India started by Prime
Minister Modi 10 years
ago. "This is also a great
example of the success of
self-reliant India," he said.

Yogi said projectsworth
Rs 47,600 crorereceived by
the state are the foundation
of adeveloped India.

Welcoming the PM in
the industrial city of
Kanpur, located on the
banks of the Ganga, Yogi
said: "I welcome him
wholeheartedly on behalf of
the people of the state. This
land was once the pioneer
of theindustrial revolution,
and today, it is going to
write a new saga of
development.”

The CM described
'Operation Sindoor' as a
symbol of India's military
power and self-relianceand

saidthat first surgical strike,
then air strike and now
'Operation Sindoor', the
Indian Army under the
leadership of PrimeMinister
Modi has shown the world
that Indianow believes not
only inresponding but also
in deciding the style of
responding."This is a
strong example of Madein
Indiaand self-reliant India,"
he said.On the foundation
stone laying and
inauguration of projects
worth Rs 47,600 crore in
Kanpur by Prime Minister
Modi, the CM said that this
programmeisabig step to
take UP forward as a
‘growth engine' of a
developed India. He said
that after the first phase of
Kanpur Metro launched by
PM Modi intheyear 2021,

now the second phase has
been inaugurated, which
will make the public
transport system of the
city modern and
convenient.Referring to
UP's energy sector, Yogi
saidwith the start of thermal
power plants in Panki,
Ghatampur, Jawaharpur
(Etah), Obra (Sonbhadra)
and Khurja (Bulandshahr),
the power capacity of the
state has increased from
15,000 MW to 25,000 MW.

He said that by the end
of the year, it will increase
by another 4,000 MW.

While counting UP's
achievements, he said that
electricity hasreached 1.21
lakh hamlets of the state
and free connections have
been given to 1.78 crore
poor families.

Usmanahad Station to be known
as Dharashiv Railway Station

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, May 30 :
Pursuant to the decision of
the Government of
Maharashtra to rename
Usmanabad as
Dharashiv, Indian
Railways has changed
the name of
Usmanabad Railway
Station to Dharashiv
Railway Station.
Consequently, the new
station name and code

have been approved by the
Indian Railways
Conference Association.

The station previously
known as Usmanabad with
the station code UMD has
now been officially
renamed as Dharashiv with
the new station code
DRSV.“Accordingly, the
new name of the station is
toberead and writteninthe
following manner:

In Devanagari Script

(Marathi):

In Devanagari Script
(Hindi):

In Roman Script

(English): DHARASHIV

All railway records,
signage, announcements,
and passenger information
systems will be updated to
reflect the new name.

Passengers and the
general  public are
requested to take note of
the change.

Toimplement the name
change, Mumbai PRS
(Passenger Reservation
System) will betemporarily
shut down for abrief period
of 1 hour 45 minutesi.efrom
23:45 hrs of 31.05.2025 to
01:30 hrs of 01.06.2025.
During this period of
shutdown, changes related
to the renaming of
Usmanabad station to
Dharashiv and necessary
updateswill be carried out.

Mega Block over Central Railway on Sunday

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, May 30
:Central Railway, Mumbai
Divisionwill operate Mega
Block on its suburban
sections carrying out
various engineering and
maintenance works on
01.6.2025 asunder:

UP& DOWN dowlines
between CSMT Mumbai
and Vidyavihar from 10.55
hrsto 15.55 hrs

DOWN slow services
departing CSMT Mumbai
from 10.48 hrsto 15.45 hrs
will bediverted on DOWN
fast line between CSMT
Mumbai and Vidyavihar

stations and will halt at
Byculla, Parel, Dadar,
Matunga, Sion and Kurla
stations and further re-
diverted on DOWN slow
lineat Vidyavihar station.

UP slow services
departing Ghatkopar from
10.19 hrsto 15.52 hrs will
be diverted on UPfast line
between Vidyavihar and
CSMT Mumbai stations
andwill halt at Kurla, Sion,
Matunga, Dadar, Parel and
Byculla stations.

CSMT —Chunabhatti /
Bandra DOWN Har bour
line from 11.40 hrs to
16.40hrs& Chunabhatti /

Bandra- CSMT UP
Harbour line from 11.10
hrsto16.10 hrs

DOWN Harbour line
services to Vashi /Belapur/
Panvel leaving CSMT /
VadalaRoad from 11.16 hrs
to 16.47 hrs and DOWN
Harbour line services to
Bandra/Goregaon leaving
CSMT from 10.48 hrs to
16.43 hrs will remain
suspended.

UP Harbour line
servicesfor CSMT leaving
Panvel/Belapur/Vashi from
9.53 hrsto 15.20 hrsand UP
Harbour line services for
CSMT leaving Goregaon/

Bandra from 10.45 hrs to
17.13 hrs will remain
suspended.Special services
will run between Panvel
and Kurla (Platform No.8)
during the block period.

Harbour line
passengersare permitted to
travel via Main Line and
Western Railway from 10.00
hrs to 18.00 hrs during
block period.

These maintenance
mega blocks are essential
for infrastructure upkeep
and safety. Passengers are
requested to bear with the
Railway Administration for
the inconvenience caused.

Niche Heritage Tour on Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Circuit by Bharat Gaurav
Tourist Train from 9th June 2025

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Circuit tour is ready to depart on June 09

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, May 30: The
06 daysitinerary will
commenceitsjourney
from Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharg) Terminus
(CSMT.) OnDay 1for
Mangaon Railway station
on the Konkan Railway
network, the closest
railway link for Raigad
fort. Thefirst destination
isRaigad, known for the
eponymous hill fort where
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj's coronation or
Rajyabhishek had taken
place and was later his
capital fromwherehe
ruled. On compl etion of
the sightseeing, the
tourists would return back
to the train as it proceeds
for the next destination,
Pune wherein the tourists
will be having dinner
followed by overnight
stay at hotel at Pune.

On Day 2 of thetour,
the prominent sites that
the tourists would be
covering at PunearelLal
Mahal, Kasha Ganapati
and Shivsrushti. Lal
Mahal as the name
suggests is a red-colored
palace constructed by
Chhatrapati Shivaji's
father Shahaji Bhosalefor
hiswife Jijaba and sonin
1630 CE. The present-day
structure was rebuilt in
1984 on a part of the land
whereLal Mahal stood
and houses a vast
collection of oil paintings
that depicts significant life
events of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj. The
temple of Kasba
Ganapati, the presiding
deity of Pune dates
back to the 1893 and is
believed to have been
earmarked by Jijabai,
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj’s mother. Since
then, the city is known
as the city of Ganesha.
Later in the day, the
tourists shall be visiting
Shivsrushti— the largest

historical theme park
showcasing the legend
of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mahargj. Touristswill
watch the life story of
the Maratharuler in 3D
and will enjoy other
interactive
sessions.“After a
night’s rest at Pune.

On Day 3, the guests
will betravelling to
Shivneri, situated at a
distance of 95 kmsfrom
Pune city. The Shivneri
Fort is situated on a
hilltop overlooking the
Junnar City. It isthe
birthplace of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and a symbol
of Maratha pride and
resistance against
Muslim rule. Post lunch,
the tourists will be
visiting Bhimashankar
Jyotirlingatemple, one
of the 12 Jyotirlinga
temples before
returning back to Pune
for night halt.

On Day 4 of the
itinerary, the tourists
will be boarding the

train for onward Journey
to Satara. The key site
to be covered from this
station is Pratapgarh
Fort which is of
immense historical
importance because of
the Battle of Pratapgad
that took placein 1659
between Chatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and
Bijapur Sultanate
general Afzal Khan.
This battle had set the
stage for the
establishment of the
Maratha Empire. Post
visit, the tourists will
take lunch at a suitable
place and start back for
the train as it proceeds
for the last destination
of thistour,
Kolhapur.“On Day 5,
thetrain will arrive at
Chhatrapati Shahu
Maharaj Terminus
Kolhapur Railway Station
early morning. Post wash
& change and breakfast at
ahotel, the touristswill
proceed for M ahal akshmi
Templepopularly known
asAmbabai followed by

the Panhala Fort. Sitting
atop the Sahyadri range,
thehill fort bearsa
testament to many battles
and is closely connected
with Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj who spent over
500 days as where he was
held captive and | ater
escaped. The Panhala Fort
—also called as the * Fort
of Snakes' sinceitis
zigzag in shape. The Fort
is associated with thelife
history of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Mahargj and
Shambhaji Maharg. Itis
remembered for the heroic
valour shown by Baji
Prabhu Deshpande, the
commander of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Mahargj during the
fight in capturing the Fort.
In the late evening, the
train starts back onits
return journey for Mumbai
and reaches early morning
inMumbai onDay 6. “The
package has been
attractively priced at Rs.
13,155/- per personin
Economy (Sleeper Class),
Rs 19,840/- per personin
Comfort (3AC) & Rs.
27,365/ per personfor
Superior (2AC). 5%
discount will begiven for
1st 100 bookings done
directly. Theall-inclusive
priceinall categorieswill
cover train journey in
respective classes, night
stay at comfortable hotels,
all meals(vegetarian
only), all transfer & sight-
seeing in buses, travel
insurance, services of tour
escort etc. All necessary
effortswill bemadeby
IRCTCtoprovideasafeand
memorableexperiencetothe
guests.

For moredetails, you can
vistthe|RCTCwebsite:
https.//
wwwiirctctourism.conv
bharatgaurav, and bookings
areavallableonlineonafirg-
come, firg-serve basison the
web portd . For more
informetion, you can contact
IRCTC at 8287931886.
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