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US Secretary of
Defense dials
Rajnath

New Delhi, May 1
(UNI) US Secretary of
Defense Pete Hegseth
called Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Thursday to express his
sympathies and
condolences for the
tragic loss of innocent
civilianlivesinthe
recent dastardly attack
by terroristsin
Pahalgam, Jammu &
Kashmir.

The US Secretary of
Defensereiterated full
support of the US
government in India's
fight against terrorism.
US stands in solidarity
with India and supports
India’s right to defend
itself, aDefence
Ministry statement
said.

During the
conversation, Rajnath
told Pete Hegseth that
Pakistan has a history
of supporting, training
and funding terrorist
organisations.

“Pakistan has been
exposed as arogue
state, fuelling global
terrorism, and
destabilising the region.
The world can no
longer turn ablind eye
toterrorism,” Rajnath
said.

He added that it is
important for the global
community to explicitly
and unequivocally
condemn and call out
such heinous acts of
terrorism.

Notably, 26 tourists
werekilledinterrorist
attack, in Pahalgam.
Following the dastardly
act, Indiatools
stringent measures
against Pakigtan,
including holding the
Indus Weter Treety in
abeyance and closing the
Integrated Check Post
Attari.

Youth downs
in Nagpur
swimming
pool

Nagpur, May 1
(UNI) : A 22-year-old
man who was attending
celebration of his
friend's birthday,
drowned inaswimming
pool at afarmhousein
Wathoda area of city,
police said on
Thursday.

According to
details, on Wednesday,
the deceased, identified
asPranja Nitin Rawle,
who could not swim,
jumped into the pool
and began struggling in
the deep water. His
friendsinitially thought
he was joking but later
pulled him out
UNCONSCi OUS.

He was taken to the
hospital but declared
dead.

The Wathoda police
has registered an
offence of accidental
death and began its
probe.

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Nellore, May 1: Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu launched amajor
initiativeto creste MSME
parks at Atmakur townin
this district on Thursday.

Naidu participatedina
programme for the poor at
Nellore Palemin Atmakur
Constituency on May Day.

He also interacted
directly with construction
workersand virtually
inaugurated 10 new MSME
parks, including one at
Narampeta.

The CM announced
that work on Dagadarthi
Airport would commence
soon.

Speaking on the
occasion, he reiterated that
the goal of the NDA
government isto make
every household a hub of
entrepreneurship by
establishing 175 MSME
parks—onein each
constituency.

Naidu affirmed the
government's commitment
to creating 20 lakh jobs.

-

The Chief Minister said the
negligence of previous

regime forced construction
workersinto
unemployment, anditis
now the government's
responsibility to support
them.

Heaffirmed: “Anyone
candirectly comeforward
to set up afactory. The
government will provide
electricity, sheds, and all
other infrastructure. Just as
we once developed

Jagan Mohan Reddy
welcomes Centre's
decision to conduct
caste census

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Amaravati, May 1 :
Former Minister and YSR
Congress Party president Y.
S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has
welcomed the Centre's
decision to conduct a caste-
based census.

He took to 'X' on
Thursday to hail the
decisiontaken by the Centre
to conduct a caste count
along with the next
population census.

"Andhra Pradesh, under
my leadership, took thelead
by passing a resolution in

November 2021 and
conducting the country's
first BC caste-wise

enumeration in January 2024
through village and ward
secretariats,” claimed Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

"A caste-based census
will enable focused welfare
measures and ensure
economic and social
development for backward
and marginalised
communities. Thisisacrucia
step towards achieving real
social justice and inclusive
growth for all sections of
society,” he added.

Earlier, theY SRCPissued
a statement welcoming the
Central government’s
decision to conduct a caste-
based census in the
upcoming national
population survey.

Former Minister
Venugopala Krishna stated
that suchamoveisacrucial
step toward achieving real
socid justice, asit will enable
more accurate policy
planning and focused
welfare measures for
backward and marginalised
communities across the

country.He recalled that
Andhra Pradesh, under the
leadership of then Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan
Reddy, wasthefirst state to
recogni se theimportance of
caste-wise data and act
upon it.

The Y SRCPgovernment
passed a resolution in the
StateAssembly in November
2021 requesting the Centre
to include caste-wise
enumeration in the national
census.

Subsequently, in
January 2024, Andhra
Pradesh became the first
state to carry out a caste-
based population survey
through its network of
village and ward
secretariats.

He noted that the
survey was completed
successfully, but the
resulting report remainswith
the current state
government and isyet to be
released, he said.

Venugopala Krishna
stressed that caste-based
enumeration is essential to
understanding the present
social, educational, and
economic conditions of
various communities. It
provides a foundation for
designing inclusive policies
and ensuring that the
benefits of development
reach those who have
historically been Ieft behind.

He added that Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s
administration had worked
with a deep commitment to
uplift all sections, especialy
the backward classes,
through Direct Benefit
Transfer schemes and
transparent governance.

Hyderabad as a hub of
prosperity, we are now
building Amaravati.”

“In the first phase,
MSME parkswill be
developedin 40
constituencies, with an
investment exceeding Rs
2,000 crore. By FY 2027—-
28, 15,000 MSME units
will be established,
creating 2 lakh jobs,”
Naidu highlighted.

“We are committed to
providing jobsto 20 lakh

people. Large-scale
investments are coming
into the state due to the
trust in the government,
generating employment
for youth. MLASs should
take responsibility for
creating jobsin their
constituencies. Even
farmers can set up MSME
parks. Necessary
approvalswill be
provided,” the Chief
Minister reveal ed.

He said that the Nano

parks can be set up on 10
acres, MSME parkson 100
acres, and major parkson
over 100 acres. Women too
should enter industries and
becomefinancialy
empowered.

“Our government is
spending Rs 33,000 crore
annually to provide
pensionsto 64 lakh people.
Oneinevery 2.5families
receives apension. In
some cases, pension
income exceeds family
earnings. We provide Rs
10,000 for dialysis
patients, Rs 15,000 for
bedridden individuals,
demonstrating
compassion. Widow
Pension verification will
be completed by June 1,”
Naidu explained.

“We will soon establish
a Ratan Tata Innovation
HubinAmaravati. Earlier, |
focused on IT, which
created good jobs. Now |
am promotingAl. The
future belongsto Al. If we
harnessit, liveswill
improve’, hesaid.

PM Modi heralds 'Orange
Economy' in India, with focus on
content, creativity and culture

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, May 1: Prime
Minister NarendraModi on
Thursday heralded thedawn
of the" Orange Economy" in
India, emphasising the
transformative power of
content, creativity, and
culture as its three pillars
that will bring an economical
boom in the country.

I naugurating the
WAVES 2025, India’sfirst-
of-its-kind World Audio
Visual and Entertainment
Summit at the Jio World
Centre here, the Prime
Minister said that Indian
content creators can
showcase the country’s
capabilities in various
economic and technological
sectors and celebritiesfrom
the Indian film industry can
play a pivotal role in this
sphere.Highlighting a
significant cultural shift,

Modi pointed to the growing
international trend of
viewers watching Indian
films with subtitles — a
signal, he said, which
signifies deeper
engagement with Indian
narratives.Modi also
highlighted the explosive
growth of India’'s OTT
industry, which he said has
grown tenfold in recent
years. “While screen sizes
may be shrinking, but the
scope of content isinfinite,
with  micro screens
delivering megamessages,”
he said, underlining the
digital revolution’s impact
on storytelling.

Stating that as Indian
cuisine was becoming a
global favourite, the Prime
Minister expressed
confidence that “Indian
music will soongainsimilar
worldwide recognition”.

Emphasising the
immense potential of India's
creative economy, Modi
said, “In the coming years,
its contribution to the
country’'s GDP is set to
increase significantly. India
isemerging as aglobal hub
for film production, digital
content, gaming, fashion,
and music”.

He noted the promising
growth opportunitiesin the
live concert industry and the
vast potentia in the global
animation market, which
currently stands at over
USD 430 billion and is
projected to double in the
next decade. Adding that,
this presents a significant
opportunity for India's
animation and graphics
industry, he urged
stakeholdersto leveragethis
expansion for greater

(Contd on page 3)

Electronic death registration data to
he used for updation of electoral rolls

New Delhi, May 1 (UNI) : The
Election Commission of India (ECI) on
Thursday introduced new initiatives
aimed at improving the accuracy of
electoral rolls, making the voting
process more convenient for citizens.

These measures include utilising
electronic death registration records to
rolls,
standardised photo ID cards to Booth
Level Officers (BLOs), and improving
the design and accessibility of voter
dips, an official statement said.

These measures are in line with the
initiatives as envisaged by the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) of India
Gyanesh Kumar during the Conference
of Chief Electoral Officers(CEOs), inthe
presence of Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi
inMarch thisyear.The Commission will

review electoral

now obtain

This will

issuing

death registration data

electronically from the Registrar General of
Indiainlinewith Rule9 of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960 and Section 3(5)(b) of
the Registration of Births and Deaths Act,
1969 (asamended in 2023).

ensure that the Electoral

Registration Officers (EROs) receivetimely
information about registered deaths. Thiswill
also enable Booth Level Officers (BLOSs) to
re-verify theinformation through field visits,
without waiting for a formal request under
Form7.To makeVoter Information Slips(VI1S)
more voter-friendly, the Commission hasalso
decided to modify its design.

The serial number and part number of the
voter will now bedisplayed more prominently,
with increased font size, making it easier for
voterstoidentify their polling station and for
polling officials to locate their names in the
electora roll efficiently.

CM's relief fund and charity
hospital help desk inaugurated

State Social Justice Minister and Guardian Minister
of thedistrict, Sanjay Shirsat on Thursday inaugurated
the district level help desk, which works to provide
assistance to citizens through Chief Minister's Relief
Fund and Charity Hospitals. The programmewas held
at the district collector's office. Legislative Council
member Sanjay Kenekar, divisional commissioner Dilip
Gawde, district collector Dilip Swami, resident deputy
collector Vinod K hirolkar, among others, were present

on the occasion. (See on page 3)

I
Iran says 4th round of indirect

talks with US set for Rome

Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed AbbasAraghchi said
on Wednesday that the fourth round of the Omani-
mediated indirect nuclear talks between Iran and the
United States will be held in Rome on Saturday,
according to the official newsagency IRNA.

( See on page 5)

Indian Women’s Hockey Team
Falls 0-2 to Australia

The Indian Women's Hockey Team showed plenty
of fight but went down 0-2 against Australia in the
third game of their Australiatour, at the Perth Hockey
Stadium here on Thursday. Courtney Schonell (9')
opened the scoring for the hosts in the first quarter,
before Grace Stewart (52') added asecond in thefinal

phase to seal the result. (See on page 7)

Anti-Naxal operation aims to
free area from Maoist control ..

-

Thelnspector General of Police (IG) for Bastar region
in Chhattisgarh, Sundarrgj P, has said that the ongoing
anti-Naxal operationinthe Karenguttahillsfor the past
nine days aims to liberate the area from the control of
the banned M aoi st organisation and make the land safe
for itsoriginal inhabitants. (See on page 8)
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And, if you're the kind of person who wishes
to dig into a bucket of ice cream on a regular
basis, it's advisable that you spend on the
ingredients and make it at home rather than
pick up expensive ones off the shelf. Here is
a list of five unusual and interesting flavours
you could try making athome:

Basic method to make ice cream

- Prepare your mixture, then chill over an ice
bath. Meanwhile, freeze a shallow stainless
steel container.

- Pour the cold mixture into the frozen pan.

- Chill for 20 minutes and check the ice
cream. As the edges start to freeze, stir the
mixture vigorously with a spatula or a whisk
to make it smooth and creamy. Continue to
freeze after whisking.

- Stir the ice cream vigorously every half an

sugar and eggs. Place your mixture in a pan and

cook over low heat, whisking it until it thickens.

-4 eggyolks

- Y2 cup sugar

- 1 cup gingerale

- 1 cup heavy cream

Lime and chilliice cream

Ifyou and your family don't like eggs, here's the

perfect recipe. Heat coconut milk until it comes

to a simmer. Place it aside and whisk in the sugar

until it dissolves. Add the lime leaves, lemon

grass and chillies and keep aside for 10 minutes.

Remove the lime leaves and lemongrass and

whisk in the heavy cream and vanilla custard.

- 2 cups coconut milk - ¥ cup sugar - 2 red

chillies chopped - 8-10 lime Iecaves - 1 lemon

grass - 2 cup heavy cream - 2 cups vanilla
custard

Khatta Meethaice cream
For a mix of two bold
flavours, sweet and spicy,
heat the cream, milk, mint
leaves, coriander power,
paprika, turmeric and salt
till it comes to a simmer.
Let it cool for 10 minutes.
Meanwhile, whisk the
sugar and eggs until pale.
Add the heated and cooled
mixture gradually to the
sugar and eggs and whisk
slowly. Pour this final
mixture into a pan and
heat until it thickens.

-2 cups heavy cream

- 1 cup milk

hour, about four to five times, until it's firmly
frozen. If the ice cream becomes too hard to
stir, let it sit out till it's soft enough to stir
before freezing itagain.

- In three hours, your ice cream should be
ready to serve

Gingerale ice cream

Can't stay away from fizzy drinks this
summer? Don't. Just give it an interesting
form to beat the heat. In a bowl, whisk the
eggs and sugar until it is pale. Meanwhile,
mix the gingerale and cream and heat it in a
heavy-bottom saucepan until it comes to a
simmer. Slowly blend it into the bowl of

- cup mint leaves
- 1/2 tsp coriander powder
-2 tsp paprika
- Y2 tsp turmeric
- A pinch of'salt
- 1 cup sugar
-4 eggyolks
Dark Chocolate and walnut ice cream
Even if you try and avoid, you can never escape
the ever-preferred chocolate ice cream. First,
mix the custard, cocoa and sugar in halfa cup of
milk. Meanwhile, heat the remaining milk till it
comes to a boil. Then, blend the cocoa mixture
to the boiled milk and let it cool for a bit. After
that, whisk in the cream and vanilla essence till

ger’l’ home

Part of the fun is not knowing who the host is, so
here's one food party for which you won't be
accused of gate crashing! Say hello to the new
gastronomic experience, where people who have
the talent to cook, open up their kitchens and
esidences to let folks savour authentic regional
tastes and other fare. Already a big fad abroad, this
home-meal enterprise is catching up in Mumbai too.
WHAT'SITALLABOUT?
Insia Lacewalla, who has been curating culinary
pop-ups in the city, realised that somewhere, good,
homestyle Indian food was simply not available. "I
felt there was such a craving for it, so this
‘) September, we just got pals together and tried out
the concept...it was a hit! Today, we have a mixed
® group — corporates, in art and fashion lovers and
stand-alone couples, who like this mode of meeting
people and sampling great food," she says.
’ Agrees Neeta Valecha, who also spun this thought
into a similar food venture in 2013. She and husband
. Saket get together folks who want that 'authentic'
taste of food that you may not get in restaurants. "We
started out with a small Keralite breakfast in Pune
and now, we have 150 hosts in India and abroad,"
says Neeta. People sign up with their site, choose an
pcoming meal and pay for it online. "Anyone
ho's travelled, knows that the cuisine in a
estaurant is just not the same as ghar ka khaana. For
nstance, you can dine at a Japanese restaurant in
umbai, but enjoying sushi in a Japanese home
ith a Japanese family — well, that's a different
experience altogether," she adds.
ASAUTHENTICASITGETS
Go with a hearty appetite as the food at these
experiences, offers quite a variety. "Mumbai is
simply loaded with culinary treasures from the
original Pathare Prabhu community, to food-loving
Gujaratis, Marwadis, Bengalis and the international
community," informs Saket. "People relish the
opportunity to eat all these traditional foods and

Tea pairing
for your party

| No longer does tea go with just biscuits or sandwiches.
1 Here's how to pair the cuppa with a variety of foods
There's nothing ordinary about a cup of tea. Each has a
unique flavour and fragrance and like any other drink, it
can be paired with different foods. In fact, pairing tea
with foods can actually heighten the eating experience.
Today, several establishments offer a list of teas that can
be balanced with savouries. Though teas may vary from
region to region, the basics remain constant. For
instance, Japanese green teas go best with seafood and
robust, darker oolongs go well with grilled foods. If all
you have done so far is serve tea with digestive biscuits
and other nibbles to your guests, here are new pairings
totry...

Quite the trend now

Tea expert Neetu Sarin says of late it has become more

Lonely in Mumbai or just bored?
This weekend, forget buying that
movie ticket or dropping into your

reqular restaurant, and instead,
try something new. A growing fad

has been getting a group of food
lovers in the city to head to a
stranger's house to enjoy a
delicious, home-cooked meal.

meet new, interesting people," he explains.

The experience offers community-specific meals. "We
just had an Assamese spread, plus a Sindhi and a
Mangalorean one," informs Insia. "Each meal had to be
planned in advance as the aim is to make it as authentic as
possible. For the Assamese one, we had to get the fish
down all the way from Assam and for the Mangalorean
dinner, we brought down the ghee, gunpowder masala
and Mysore pak from Mangalore," she says. Saket adds,
"At our last Bengali meal, for the sweet dish, Kheer
Nolen Gurer, the rice had to be brought from Bengal as it
only grows there and for an upcoming Keralite meal, we
will be using special tamarind for the Meen (fish) curry."
With so much on offer, get set for a feast!

HOWIT WORKS

-The guest applies to the site (free).

-His/her profile is scanned through social networking
sites, etc.

-The customer has to pay online so as to ensure that there
is no wastage of food.

-The host is reimbursed for the cost of putting the meal
together—ingredients, ambience, etc.

-The site takes a service fee.

fashionable to try unique tea pairings. "You can
actually do what you like and get very creative. My
favourite is to have white tea. This is very mild and
goes well with basmati rice. Have it with a lightly-
spiced pulao. In the Middle East and Turkey, people
often have mint tea with a date or sweet dryfruit.
Another popular variety is Oolong tea, which is
available selectively; you get so many varieties of it
today."

Adds tea stylist Radhika Batra Shah, "Tea is one of the
most popular beverages and tea-food pairings have
their own technique. The matching of tea and food
isn'tasimple task."

et innovative with

1ce creams

There's a line from a poem that goes: 'The only emperor is
the emperor of ice cream.' With temperatures in the city

soaring each day, it's natural to crave ice cream.

A

the mixture thickens. Once your ice cream
is ready, top it with walnuts for crunch.

-2 % cupsmilk

- 1 tbsp custard powder

-2 tbsp dark cocoa powderu 1 cup sugar
-2 tsp vanilla essence

-1 ' cups heavy cream

- 1 cup crushed walnuts

Kaafir limeice cream

If you can't stay away from oriental

cuisine, here's a cool adaptation of it.

mixture into a saucepan and cook the
custard over a medium heat, stirring
constantly until it reaches a simmer.
Strain the mixture into a bowl to

. - -2 cups milk
Mix the milk, cream, sugar, kaffir _ 1 cup heavy cream
lime zest, sea salt, egg yolks and 5,34 cup sugar
strips of kaffir lime leaves in a bowl. 1, tsp fresh kaafir lime zest
Whisk the mixture thoroughly and _ /44, tsp sea salt
freeze for an hour. Then, pour the _,4 eggyolks

-4 fresh kaafir lime leaves
- Sliced kaafir lime for garnish
- Strips for lime zest for garnish

discard the strips and zest.
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Collector felicitates
Tenth class toppers

Kakinada, May 1 (UNI)
: KekinadaDistrict collector
Shan Mohan felicitated
Tenth class toppers from
both mandal, district and
state level at a special
function held at the
collectorate here on
Thursday .Addressing the
students and their parents
as the Chief Guest, the
Collector advised them to
maintain the sametempoin
further studies and reach
new heights.He has
specially complemented
Bhashyam school student
Yalla Nehanjani who
topped in the state by
scoring 600 marks against
600 marks in the March
2025 tenth class public
exam.The Collector has
honoured the parents of
Nehanjali for their effortsin
shaping their daughter.

Itisamatter of pridethat
as many as 9,108 students
of government high

schools passed the tenth
class in first division. It
reflects the best teaching
standards in the
government schools' he
added.Mohan further said
that he himself was the
school topper in tenth
class.The toppers at
various levels should keep
onthetrend evenin further
studies so that they have
bright future and achieve
success in competitive
examinations, heremarked.
The Collector later
honoured the toppers with
shawls and a cash prize of
Rs.10,000 each .Trainee
Collector J Manisha,
District educational officer
Pilli Ramesh, Deputy DEOs
of Kakinadaand Peddapuram
N Venkateswera Rao, |
Prabhakara Sarma, Assigtant
commissioner of exams
Rgaskhar, DCEB secretary
M Venkateswera Rao were
among those attended.

e

Karnar[akaChlef Minister Si ddaramalah Deputy CM DK Shlvakumar and Congress Pres dent and Leeder of Opposition
in RajyaSabhaMallikarjun Kharge hand over the permanent employment certificateto * Pourakarmikas', civic workers
during an event to regularise the service of civic workers under the Bruhat Bengal uru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), in
Bengaluru, Karnataka. Congress|eader Randeep Surjewalaisal so seen.
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Mass wedding ceremony

strengthens social
harmony: MP CM

Sagar, May 1 (UNI) Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav on Thursday said mass marriage
ceremonies strengthen social harmony, as through such
programmes not only the bride and grooms get married,
but two families and their kin also cometogether.

Yadav was addressing the 23rd mass wedding
ceremony in Garhakota under Rehli assembly
constituency. He said every parent dreamsof giving their
daughter a good upbringing and a good in-laws home.
Heexpressed hopethat the familieswould love and respect
their daughters-in-law.

The programme included Nikah and remarriage
ceremonies. Yadav appreciated theinitiative of remarriage
for divorced women, calling it a sacred act. He appealed
to public representatives and social workers to support
theseremarriages.

The Chief Minister mentioned that the state
government is promoting remarriagefor divorced women,
marriagefor peoplewith disabilities, social harmony, and
inter-caste marriages.

The 23rd mass marriage program was organised with
the help of former minister and senior MLA Gopal
Bhargavaunder the Chief Minister'sKanyadan Yojana.ln
the grand Samuhik Vivaah Samaroh, around 3219 couples
got married amidst the chanting of Vedic mantras. The
Chief Minister, ministers, MPs, and MLAs blessed the
newlywed couples and wished them ahappy marriedlife.

AITUC demands
scrapping of four
labour codes

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Kakinada, May 1 : The All India Trade Union
Congress(AITUC) which controlsmajority workersunions
inthisport city hastaken out arally inthe main streetsto
mark the celebration of May Day and raised slogans
demanding the scrapping of four labour codes describing
them as"draconian” and "anti-labour".KirlaKrishna Rao,
AITUC state leader and AP Municipal workers union
honorary president , Thokala Prasad, AITUC district
secretary have led the rally .Municipal workers, medical
employees, electricity workers, building construction
workers, contract and outsourcing workers and security
guardstook partintherally inlarge numbers.Addressing
the workers at the old municipal office grounds, Krishna
Rao demanded both the state and central governmentsto
provetheir sincerity and commitment to workerswelfare
by abolishing the four labour codeswithout further delay.

Hesaid the AITUC aong with other trade unionswas
demanding both the state and central governments to
implement Rs.35,000 as the minimum wage and regularize
the services of contract and outsourcing workers.

Ramanviocharya §C directs States to file affidavits on premature
release policy compliance within 2 months

Avatara
Mahotsavam

begins
(Sandard Post Bureau)

Tirupati, May 1 :
TirumalaChinna Jeeyar
Swamy inaugurated the
Avatara M ahotsavam of
Sri Ramanujacharyaat
Annamacharya
Kalamandiram, hereon
Wednesday.

The celebrations, held
by the Alwar Divya
Prabandham Project, will
continuetill May two.

In his Anugraha
Bhashanam, Chinna
Jeeyar Swamy called Sri
Ramanujacharyaasa
reformer, who spread the
message of equality and
devotion through the
Bhakti movement.

A discourse by
Sitaraman of Ahobilam
Muitt and devotional
music by Saraswati Prasad
group added spiritual
fervour.The event was
attended by Rajagopala
Rao, Special Officer of the
Alwar DivyaPrabandha
Project, Program
Coordinator Purushottam
and devotees.

PM Modi heralds 'Orange ....

(Contd from page 1)
international reach.
Calling upon India's
young creatorsto drive the
nation's Orange Economy
forward, M odi
acknowledged their
passion and hard work that
were shaping a new wave
of creativity. He said that
whether they were
musicians from Guwahati,
podcasters from Kochi,
game designers in
Bengaluru, or filmmakersin
Punjab, their contributions
arefueling India's growing
creative sector.
ThePrimeMinister said
that WAVES is not just an
acronym, it is a wave of
culture, creativity and
universal connectivity.
“Indiawith abillion plus
population isalso aland of
billion plus storiesand over
abillion story tellers, every
street, every river, every
mountainin Indiacarriesa
tale. Across more than six
lakh villages, each one
holds a new story, a fresh
perspective truly India has
much more to offer,” the
PrimeMinister said.
Highlighting the
vastness of India’s cultura
wealth, Modi said, “In
India, even musicisaform
of spiritual practice. Every
note tells a story, every
rhythm has a soul. Be it a
devotional Bhajan or a
modern composition, the

sound of Indiacarriesatouchof
thediving’.

He assured that the
government stands firmly
behind creative
professionals, supporting
themthroughinitiativeslike
Skill India, Startup Support,
policies for the AVGC
Industry, and global
platformslike WAVES.

He asserted that every
effort is being made to
build an environment where
innovation and imagination
are valued, fostering new
dreams and empowering
individuals to bring those
dreamstolife.

Modi expressed his
unwavering confidence in
India’'s content creators,
highlighting that their free-
flowing creativity is
redefining the global
creative landscape. He
emphasised that the
youthful spirit of India's
creatorsknowsno barriers,
boundaries, or hesitation,
allowing innovation to
thrive.

He remarked that
through his personal
interactions with young
creators, gamers, and
digital artists, he has
witnessed firsthand the
energy and talent emerging
from India's creative
ecosystem. He
acknowledged that Indias
massive young population
is driving new creative

dimensions, from reels,
podcasts, and games to
animation, stand-up, and
AR-VRformats.

The Prime Minister
asserted that WAVES is a
platform designed
specifically for this
generation—one that
enables young minds to
reimagine and redefine the
creative revolution with
their energy and efficiency.

Modi emphasised that
WAVES will serve as a
major platform where
“creativity meets coding,
software blends with
storytelling, and art merges
withaugmented redlity”. He
also urged young creators
to make the most of this
opportunity, dream big, and
dedicate their efforts to
realising their visions.

Modi praised the
resounding success of the
first edition of the WAVES
Summit, stating that fromits
very first moment, the event
has captured global
attention and is “roaring
with purpose.”

ThePrimeMinister also
extended greetings on the
occasion of Maharashtra
Day and Gujarat Statehood
day.

Participants from 90
countries with more than
10,000 delegates, 1000
creators and over 300
companiesare participating
in thissummit.

New Delhi, May 1 (UNI)
: The Supreme Court has
directed all States and
Union Territoriesto submit
compliance affidavits
within two months,
confirming adherencetoits
February 18 guidelines on
the premature release of
convictsunder Section 432
of the Criminal Procedure
Code, 1973, and Section 473
of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS),
2023,

A bench, comprising
Justices Abhay S Oka and
Ujjal Bhuyan, on
Wednesday issued the
directive while
emphasising that States
must not delay the
processing of remission

cases, even if they are still
inthe process of framing or
revising their remission
policies.

“We make it clear that
even if the States have
initiated the process of
making compliancewiththe
order of February 18, 2025,
pending the completion of
process, the cases of those
who are entitled to be
considered for premature
release shall be processed
under the existing regime,”

the Court held.
The Court’s five-point
compliance  mandate

requires States to adopt an
exhaustiveremission policy
ensuring automatic
consideration of all eigible
convicts.To impose

Delhi court allows
NIA to record voice,
handwriting samples
of Tahawwur Rana

New Delhi, May 1, (UNI) Inasignificant development
inthe ongoing investigation into the 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks, a Delhi court has allowed the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) to collect voice and
handwriting samples of Tahawwur Rana, akey accused
and an alleged co-conspirator in the 2008 attack that
shook India

The permission was granted following an application
filed by the NIA, which is probing Rana's alleged
involvement in facilitating and planning the deadly
terrorist assault in Mumbai that claimed 166 lives,
including foreign nationals.

Tahawwur Hussain RanaisaPakistani-born Canadian
businessman whom the United States extradited to India
to face justice in the Mumbai terror attack. He is
fighting extradition to Indiain a separate but related
legal process.

Rana has been accused of providing material
support to Lashkar-e-Taiba (Let), the terrorist
organisation responsible for the 26/11 attack. Heis
also alleged to have conspired with David Coleman
Headley, his childhood friend and akey operative, in
the attack.

Headley, now serving a 35-year sentence in the US,
turned approver in the Indian probe and confirmed that
Rana knowingly helped him conduct surveillance of the
Mumbai sites attacked by terrorists.

The voice and handwriting samples are considered
critical for verifying communications, planning
documents, and travel recordsthat could further establish
Rana'sdirect role in the conspiracy.

Special NIA Judge Geetanjai Goel, whilegranting the
NIA’s request, observed that such forensic samples are
essential for the "effective continuation of the
investigation and in the interest of justice." The samples
will be matched with documents and audio recordings
allegedly linked to the planning of the attack.

The 26/11 Mumbai terror attack remains one of the
most brutal and internationally condemned terrorist
incidentsin Indian history.

The case has long been a point of diplomatic and
counter-terror cooperation between Indiaand the United
States.Although Rana was acquitted by a US court in
2011 of direct involvement inthe Mumbai attacks, India
has since gathered new evidence and pushed for
extradition under itstreaty with the US.

reasonable and
implementable conditions
in remission orders, to
Record and communicate
reasons for granting or
denying remission.

Avoid cancellation of
remission without a
hearing and justification,
to Provide convict-
specific data, including
those eligible for
premature release and the
status of their cases.

Amicus Curiae, Senior
Advocate Liz Mathew,
informed the Court that so
far only Nagaland, Andhra
Pradesh and Punjab have
filed compliance reports.
The State of Uttar Pradesh
has sought an extension of
time. The amicus presented

Chhattisgarh
CM Vishnu Dev
Sai attends
Wagf Reform
Awareness
Campaign

workshop

Raipur, May 1 (UNI)
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Dev Sai
attended the Wagf Reform
Awareness Campaign
workshop at the BJP state
office, Kushabhau
Thackeray Complex, here
on Thursday.

Hewasaccompanied by
BJP National General
Secretary Dr RadhaMohan
DasAgarwal.

Inapost on X, CM Sai
claimed that the Congress
government had granted
dictatorial powers to the
Wagf Board, allowing it to
claim government land and
eventempleland, exceeding
itsjurisdiction.Hecriticized
the Congress party for
prioritizingitsvotebank over
the rights of Pasmanda
Muslims and Muslim
community's  widowed
women. Sa highlighted that
the Wagf Amendment Act
passed by the central
government, under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership, will benefit not only
Pasmanda Mudims but dso
Mudim community’'s widowed
women and the Bohra
community.Hedesribed thehill
asaranforcement of justiceand
equality values. The
workshop was attended by
Union Minister of State
Toekan Sahu, BJP State
Organization General
Secretary Pavan S4, Deputy
Chief Minister Arun Sav,
minigers MPs MLAS office-
bearers, and party workers.

a chart titled “Details of

Compliancesto bedone by
State,” which the Court
directed to be included in
the upcoming affidavits.

The February 18
judgment had madeit clear
that in the absence of a
comprehensive policy, the
exercise of powers under
Section 432 could be
arbitrary, and thus directed
all States / UTs without
such a policy to frame one
within two months.

In a further
development, the Court
accepted a NALSA
recommendation to amend
Clause2.2.6 of the Standard
Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for Under Trial
Review Committees

(UTRCs).

The revised clause will
now include convicts
entitled to be considered
for premature release,
expanding the scope of
legal review and potential
relief.

The Court also directed
NALSA to modify
paragraph 1.2 of Step 1in
Part | of the SOP, requiring
prisons to now report on
“prisoners entitled to be
considered for grant of
premature release” as
Category No 15.

The matter has been
listed for further hearing on
July 25, when the
compliance status of all
States and UTs will be
reviewed by the top court.

Lucknow, May 1 (UNI):
Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav
on Thursday claimed that
the central government
took the decision of caste
census under the pressure
of PDA (backward, Dalit
and minority).

While talking to
journalists at the party's
state headquarters,
Akhilesh warned the BJP
government to keep
electoral rigging away from
caste census. "Only an
honest census will give
every caste its rights and
entitlements in proportion
toits population, on which
the hegemons were sitting
till now. This is the first
phase of a positive
democratic movement of
rights and the last of BJP's
negative politics. BJP's
hegemonic thinking will
surely cometo an end,”" he
said.On the question of
putting his face on the
picture of Constitution
maker Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar, he said that the
worker who had
enthusiastically put this
picture has been explained
not to tamper with the
picture of thegreat man. He
said that if any BJP worker
had done this act, then
their leader would not have
taken any action onit.

The SP chief said that
Mulayam Singh Yadav,
Sharad Yadav and Lalu
Prasad Yadav continuously
raised the issue of caste

census in the Lok Sabha
and fought for it. "There
wasatimewhen all parties
from South to North here
had united on the issue of
caste census. Thisis a big
victory of long struggles.
This is just the beginning.
Further debate will be
started on other issues
including reservation in
jobs and employment in
private and government
ingtitutions," he said.

He said that BJP has a
record of rigging.
"Everyone has seen BJP's
rigging in elections.
Everyoneisaware of BJP's
rigging in the by-elections
of Muzaffarnagar, Kundarki
Karhal and Milkipur of
Ayodhya. We hope that the
government will conduct
the caste census honestly
and true data will be
obtained," he said.

Wishing theworkerson
Labour Day, Akhilesh said
that India is facing
challenges on many levels
of social, economic and
mental safety of workers.
"Today the traditional
definition of workers has
become very broad. These
include agricultural
labourers, MNREGA,
labour market labourers,
porters, shop labourers,
construction labourers and
service labourers in the
industry sector, as well as
thosewho are educated but
aredoing the samework as
labourers, delivery boys
and drivers," he said.
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Stage set for
relaunch of

Amaravati capital
works by PM Modi

Thestageisset for there-launch of Andhra
Pradesh state capital worksby Prime Minister
NarendraModi here on Friday, nearly adecade
after helaid thefoundation stone.

After yearsof uncertainty, lega tanglesand
political turmoail, the PrimeMinisterisset tore-
launchthecapita worksinthe presenceof Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kayan andleadersof theruling
Nationa DemocraticAlliance(NDA).

ThePrimeMinister will reach Amaravati at
3.20 p.m. to lay thefoundation for Rs 49,040
croreworth of worksinAmaravati. Theseinclude
five towers of the Amaravati Government
Complex, the High Court, the Legislative
Assembly building, etc.

Hewill asolay thefoundation stonefor some
works and inaugurate some other projects,
worth Rs57,962 crore, relatingto the DRDO,
theDPIIT, theNHAI, andthe Railways.

Elaborate arrangements have been made by
the state government for the public meeting,
which is expected to be attended by lakhs of
people.

A group of ministersvisited the venue near
the state Secretariat on Thursday to review the
arrangementsfor themuch-awaited event.

FinanceMinister PayyavulaK eshav said that
al arrangementshave been madefor thepublic
mesting.

Aspeoplefrom al Assembly constituencies
areexpected for themeeting, the Chief Minister
have asked authoritiesto make sure that they
do not face any inconvenience.

Minister for Municipal Administration P.
Narayanasaid farmersof 29 villageswho have
given 34,000 acres of land for the state capital
were being partnered in the programme. He
exuded confidencethat with the devel opment
of statecapital, peopl€e sfinancia positionwould
improve.

Hereiterated that the government aimed to
completethe construction of the capital city as
per themaster planinthreeyears.

Chief Secretary K. Vijayanand dsoreviewed
the arrangements at the venue of the public
meeting, Amaravti pylonand theparking area.

He said that in view of the summer, al
arrangements have been made to provide
drinking water, snacks, lunch, and dinner for the
people coming from various parts of the state
by buses.

Chief Minister Naidu asked dl the TDP, Jana
Senaand BJP leadersfrom acrossthe state to
attendtheevent. Heclaimed that theearlier TDP
government had created a record of sorts by
successfully pooling theland. Thefarmerscame
forwardto givetheir landswith thehope of a
good future, but thepreviousgovernment of Y SR
Congressdestroyed Amaravati inthe name of
threecapitals.

Naidu said that the agiitation taken up by the
people and the farmers in the capital region
ultimately proved fruitful. With the active
cooperation from the Centre, boththeADB and
theWorld Bank have sanctioned loansfor the
capital, the Chief Minister said.

It was on October 22, 2015 that the Prime
Minister had laid foundation sonefor Amaravati
at aceremony held at Uddandarayunipalem.

Few devel opment workswere undertaken
by the then TDP government. However, the
workscameto ahalt after it lost power in 2019
astheY SR Congress Part government headed
by Y.S. Jagan M ohan Reddy decided to develop
three state capitals.After the TDP-led NDA
stormed to power in June last year, Naidu
decided to resumework on hisdream project.

The CRDA onMarch 11 approved tenders
for 59 devel opment projectsworth Rs 37,702
crore.The CRDA had earlier called tendersfor
73 projectsworth Rs 48,012 crore. The state
government plans to spend Rs 64,721 crore
under thefirgt phaseto undertake devel opment
worksand providebasic amenities.

Jharkhand's Loss, Andhra Pradesh’s Gain: ArcelorMittal’s
Rs. 1.4 Lakh Crore Steel Plant to Rise in Anakapalli

Andhra Pradesh Secures India’s Largest Foreign-Backed Industrial Investment in Two Decades

(RAVIKUMAR
BOPPANA)

In a major industrial
coup, Andhra Pradesh has
secured the long-delayed
mega steel plant project of
ArcelorMittal, the world's

second-largest steel
manufacturer. Originally
intended for Jharkhand in
2005, theRs. 1.4 akh crore
project—stalled for nearly
two decades—will now be
developed near Nakkapalli
intheAnakapalli district of
Andhra Pradesh. This
marksadefiningmomentin
the state’s industrial
history and a turning point
for the North Andhra
region.

A Project That
Wandered for 20 Years

Thejourney of thisstedl
plant has been long and
turbulent. ArcelorMittal had
first sgned aMemorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with the Jharkhand
government in 2005 to set
up a massive integrated
steel plant. However,
bureaucratic hurdles, land
acquisition issues, and
challengesin securing iron
ore linkages prevented the
project from taking shape.

Subsequent attemptsto
move the project to Odisha
and later to Karnataka also
met with thesamefate. The
company’s insistence on
guaranteed raw material
supply, coupled with
regulatory delays, kept
pushing the project into
uncertainty.”

Andhra Pradesh Steps
In— A Strategic Move

Under the leadership of
Chief  Minister N.
Chandrababu  Naidu,
Andhra Pradesh moved

swiftly to seize the
opportunity. The state
government facilitated land
acquisition for the first
phase—2,200 acres at
Nakkapalli—by ensuring
speedy clearances and
offering a transparent
compensation package.
ArcelorMittal has already
paid Rs. 50 |akh per acreto
the AP government,
signaling strong
commitment to the project.

The breakthrough,
however, came through
political negotiation.
ArcelorMittal had put forth
acritical condition: the plant
could be built only if it
secured a minimum of 12
million tonnes of iron ore
annually. The central
government, at first,
approved only 6 million
tonnes. It was only after
Naidu personally
intervened and lobbied with
the Union government that
the allocation was
enhanced enough to make
the project viable.

A Game-Changer for
North Andhra

This steel plant, once
operational, is expected to
generate over 1,00,000
direct and indirect jobs,
transforming the economic
landscape of North
Andhra. The region, often
overlooked in industrial
planning, is now emerging
as a hub of large-scale
investments thanks to its
strategic coastal location,
deep-water port access, and
supportive ate policy.

In addition to the steel
plant, ArcelorMittal is
planning to build a
dedicated private port to
handle raw materials and
finished goods. The
company also owns the
slurry pipeline previously
built by Essar Steel fromthe
Bailadila mines in
Chhattisgarh to near
Visakhapatnam.
ArcelorMittal acquired this
pipeline through its
takeover of Essar Stedl in
2019. With minimal
extensions, the pipelinewill

now be used to transport
ironoredurry directly tothe
new steel facility,
significantly reducing
logistics costs and
environmental impact.

The ore will be
transported mixed with
water through the pipeline;
once it reaches the plant,
the water will be separated
and recycled, while the
mineral will feed into the
production units.

Lessons from Past
Failures

Thisisn't thefirst time
Andhra Pradesh has
attempted to host a second
major steel plant after
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant.
Previous efforts under
various governmentsfailed
to take off:

. Kadapa Steel
Plant: Promised during Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy’s
tenure and later
championed by Gali
Janardhana Reddy, the
project wasallocated 20,000
acres(includingland for an

Delhi HC pulls up Baba Ramdev
Over ‘Sharbat Jihad’ Remark

New Delhi, May 1
(UNI): TheDelhi High
Court on Thursday came
down heavily on yoga
guru BabaRamdev for
onceagain making
objectionableremarks
againg Hamdard'’s
popular RoohAfza
product, despitea
previousrestraint order.

JusticeAmit Bansal
observed that Ramdev
“livesin hisown world
andisnotin anyone's
control,” astheCourt
took strong exceptiontoa
fresh video allegedly
violatingitsearlier
directions. The
controversy arosefrom
Ramdev's" Sharbat
Jihad” remark, made
earlier thismonth during
apromotion for
Patanjali’srose
sharbat, wherehe
allegedly claimed that
proceedsfrom Rooh
Afza saleswerebeing
used to fund madr asas
and mosqgues.

Though Ramdev
later claimed he hadn’t
named any specific
brand or community,
theCourt had

restrained him from
issuing any statements,
advertisements, or
social media posts
targetingHamdard.

On Thursday
mor ning, when
informed of thelatest
video, Justice Bansal
noted that Ramdev
appeared tobeprima
faciein contempt of
court.

“Inview of thelast
order, hisaffidavit as
well asthisvideo are
primafaciein
contempt. | will issuea
contempt notice now.
Wearejust calling him
here...,” Justice
Bansal remarked,
posting the matter for a
post-lunch hearing at
2:15PM.

Followingthe
court'ssharp
observations, Senior
Advocate Rajiv Nayar
appeared for Ramdev
and Patanjali in the
afternoon session.

Nayar informed the
bench that the
offending portion of the
videowould beremoved
from all social media

platformsand other
media channelswithin
24 hours.

Accepting this
submission, the Court
directed immediate
complianceand listed
Hamdard' sapplication
seeking an interim
injunction for further
hearing on Friday.

Thesuit, filed by
Hamdard National
Foundation (India),
sought theremoval of
all objectionablevideos
from social mediaand
restraining Ramdev
from making any
further disparaging
remarksagainst its
flagship Rooh Afza
product.Previoudy,
JusticeBansal had
strongly criticised
Ramdev’ sstatements,
callingthem
“indefensible’ and
statingthey had “ shocked
theconscienceof the
Court.” Justice Bansal
showed hisdispleasure
with Ramdev’ srepeated
defianceof judicial
restraint and his
tendency toact beyond
legal bounds.

airport), but never moved
beyond announcements.
Even multiple foundation
stone ceremonies couldn’t

translate into actual
development dueto lack of
ironorelinkages.”

. Bayyaram Steel
Plant (Khammam): Public
pressure pushed for aplant
at Bayyaram, but the
inferior quality of local iron
ore made the project
unviable, eventually
leading to its quiet
abandonment.

““The Anakapalli
project isdifferent—backed
by aglobal industrial leader,
with clear logistics,
confirmed mineral linkages,
and strong administrative
support from the state.”

Strategic Implications

The ArcelorMittal
project will make Andhra
Pradesh a major player in
India’'s steel production
landscape. It dignswiththe
Centre’s National Steel
Policy 2017, whichaimsto
increasethe country’s steel

Bulldozer action
initiated in
Nainital
following minor

rape case
Nainita, May 1 (UNI) In
response to alleged rape of
a minor in Nainital,
Uttarakhand, the
administration hasinitiated
bulldozer action on
Thursday against
encroachmentsin the area.
The administration

identified 150
encroachments in Rukut
Compound.

Under the leadership of
Joint Magistrate Varuna
Agarwal, a joint operation
was conducted by the
revenue  department,
municipal corporation, and
district  development
authority to identify
encroachments. uring the
operation, 100 noticeswere
issued by the municipal
corporation and 50 notices
were issued by the
development authority to
encroachers.The notices
were primarily issued for
non-compliance with
building bylaws,
encroachmentsonroads, and
drains A notice hasaso been
pasted on the property of the
accusedintheminor's sexual
exploitation case.

production capacity to 300
million tonnesby 2030. The
Andhra project aone will
contribute a significant
share toward that goal .

Additionally, the project
is expected to have a
multiplier effect onthelocal
economy—boosting
demand for services,
construction,
infrastructure, and
transport. Educational
institutions and skill
development centers in
North Andhra are likely to
benefit from industry-
academialinkages.

Coastdl Corridor Vision
Taking Shape

The Anakapalli steel
plant alsofitsneatly into the
broader  vision  of
developing the
Visakhapatnam—Chennai
Industrial Corridor (VCIC),
a key infrastructure
initiative supported by the
Asian Development Bank.
The corridor aims to
transform coastal Andhra
Pradesh into a globally

competitiveindustrial zone.
With port connectivity, rail
links, andimprovedlogigtics,
AP'scoadtlineisemerging as
anewindudtrid lifdineforthe
date.

The relocation of
ArcelorMittal’s mega steel
project to Andhra Pradesh
isnot just astroke of luck—
itisaresult of political will,
strategic thinking, and
persistent follow-through.
For Andhra Pradesh,
especially the
underdeveloped northern
districts, thisis a once-in-
a-generation opportunity
that could redefine the
region’sindustrial destiny.

(The author is asenior

journalist, columnist and
information analyst
consultant, who
previously served as the
Chief Public Relations
OfficertoHon'ble
governor at the Andhra
Pradesh Raj Bhavan and
medialiasonofficerto
Hon' ble speeker a theAP
LegidaiveAssembly.)

Victims of Naxal
violence meet CM Sai

Raipur, May 1 (UNI) : A delegation of victimsof violence
perpetrated by the Naxals in Bastar region called on
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Dev Sai here on
Thursday and submitted a memorandum demanding the
ongoing operation against the Left Wing extremists in
Kurregutta hills be taken to a decisive phase..

The delegation comprised victims from various areas
of Bastar division, including Sukma, Bijapur, and Kanker,
who had lost loved ones, suffered physical torture, or
faced displacement dueto Naxal violence.

Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Sharma was present on
the occasion. The delegation stated that thousands of
familiesin Bastar have been facingMaoist terror for four
decades, with the unrest deeply damaging the region's
social, educationa and economic foundations.

However, inrecent years, effective actions by security
forcesand the government'sinclusive devel opment policy
have rekindled hopefor peace and development in Bastar.
Thevillagerscited eventslike Bastar Olympicsand Bastar
Pandum as symbol s of the new awareness and confidence.

CM Sai listened to the delegation's concerns and
assured that the Chhattisgarh government was fully
committed to eradicating Naxalism. He stated that the
security operation in Kurregutta isin its decisive phase,
and the government will complete the Naxal elimination
campaign at any cost to accelerate Bastar's devel opment.

The Chief Minister emphasised that Naxalism is not
just a violent movement but also a threat to the culture

based on coexistence.

He assured that the government stood with every
family which suffered in the hands of Naxals and would
not tolerate any attempt to break the morale of security
forces or hinder the campaign.

CM Sai expressed the hope that with people's
participation and confidence, the government would
succeed in the anti-Naxal struggle and propel Bastar
towards permanent peace and development.
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9 Afghan inmates released from

Oman's jail to join their families

Kabul, May 1 (UNI) : A total of nine Afghan
national swho were set freefrom prison in the Sultanate
of Oman recently would soon reunitewith their families
in Afghanistan, reported the state-run Bakhtar news
agency on Thursday.

Six out of the nine former detainees have already
returned to their homeland and the remaining three are
on theway back to their home country, the state-owned
media outlet added without providing more details.

Welcoming the step as a sign of good gesture, the
state-run media outlet hoped for further expanding
brotherly relations between the Afghan interim
government and the Arabian state.

Hundreds of Afghan nationals have already been
released fromjailsin Pakistan and Iran and returned to
their homeland over the past months.

Pak PM appoints Lt Gen Asim
Malik as NSA

Islamabad, May 1 (UNI) : Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has assigned the additional portfolio
of National Security Adviser (NSA) to Director Generd
of Inter-ServicesIntelligence (151), Lieutenant General
AsimMalik, anofficial said.

According to anotification dated April 29, Lt Gen
Asim Malik will now serve as the Prime Minister's
National Security Adviser in addition to his current
roleasDGIS].

The appointment comes amid rising tensions
between Pakistan and India, and conveys the message
that the country'scivil and military leadership arealigned
on key national security matters, Pakistan mediareports
said. The NSA position had remained vacant since April
2022, when the PTI government was ousted after former
Prime Minister Imran Khan lost avote of confidence.
At the time, Moeed Yusuf was sarving asthe NSA. The
NSA holdsthe status of afederal minister and servesasthe
principa adviser tothePrimeMinister on mattersof nationa
security, foreignpolicy, and strategic affairs. The adviser
also headsthe National Security Division, based at the
PrimeMinister’s Secretariat in |slamabad.

Russia-Ukraine talks can happen

‘quite soon’ : Russian Mission to UN

United Nations, May 1 (UNI) : The ceasefire
negotiations between Moscow and Kiev can happen
"quite soon" if Ukraine makes efforts to resolve root
causes of the conflict, Russian Deputy Ambassador to
the United Nations Dmitry Polyanskiy told RIA
Novosti."Theball isin the court of [Ukrainian President
Volodymyr] Zelenskyy, whether to accept it or not, and
if there is a serious, meaningful effort to bring about
the resolution of the problems that led to this crisis. |
think that this can happen quite soon,” Polyanskiy
said when asked when the ceasefire could be
achieved.Moscow has called for diplomatic solutions
for along time, including at the UN Security Council,
he added.

Polyanskiy also highlighted that M oscow madeits
'final effort’ in 2021, when draft security treaties were
proposed to the United States and NATO. However,
Russia's "preference for diplomatic ways of resolving
crisisdid not change,”" the diplomat noted.

Canadian PM Carney, Zelensky

agree to meet at G7 summit

Ottawa, May 1 (UNI) : Canadian PrimeMinister Mark
Carney and Ukrainian President VVolodymyr Zelensky
on Wednesday agreed to meet at the G7 Summit in
Canada's Kananaskis, Alberta, in June.

According to a readout issued by the prime
minister's office, Carney spokewith Zelensky after the
former Bank of Canada governor secured victory in
Monday's parliamentary el ections.Carney underscored
Canada's commitment to supporting Ukraine in
achieving lasting peace and security. The two leaders
agreed that a durable peace can only be achieved with
Ukraine at the table, said the readout.

Israel strikes town near

Damascus amid sectarian unrest

Damascus, May 1 (UNI) : Isradl strikesthetown of
Ashrafiyat Sahnaya southwest of Damascus on
Wednesday, as Syrian forces regained control of the
area following days of intense sectarian clashes,
according to state media and a monitoring group.

Loud explosions echoed through the town amid
Israeli aerial bombardment, coinciding with the
presence of |sraeli warplanesand drones, local sources
reported. The strikes came after Israel had warned it
would act to protect the Druze community in Syria,
following widespread violence that has left dozens
dead.Syrian forces, supported by allied paramilitary
units, launched a large-scale operation to secure
Ashrafiyat Sahnaya, conducting door-to-door searches
for wanted individual s and seizing weapons.

The town's entrances and exits were sealed, from
the al-Maamel area to the Daraa highway and the
Tayarah checkpoint, effectively isolating it from its
surroundings.According to the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, awar monitor, thetotal number of people
killed in the recent sectarian unrest across Jaramana,
Ashrafiyat Sahnaya, and along the Damascus-
Suwaydahighway hasclimbedto 42.Thevictimsinclude
Druze gunmen and civilians, members of the General
Security Directorate, and pro-government militia. The
violencewasinitially triggered by the circulation of an
audio recording, purportedly from aDruzeindividual
whose remarks were considered offensive to Islam,
igniting sectarian tensions and triggering retaliatory
attacks in several towns south of Damascus.

Taliban reinforces media ban on broadcasting of
living images in Afghanistan’s Faryab province

Kabul, May 1 (UNI) :
TheAfghanTaliban, inline
with their hardline Islamic
fundamentalist teachings,
havereinforced their media
ban on the broadcasting of
images and representations
of living beings, extending
its ban to the country’s
Faryab province.

According to Amu TV,
the decision was
announced during a
meeting on Tuesday, April
29, led by provincial
officias after a review of
Article 17 of the Taliban’s
‘Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice' law.
Officials reportedly
instructed local media
outlets to cease publishing
or broadcasting images of
living creatures.

The ban has reportedly
been extended to at least 17
provinces, withthe Taiban-
run National Television
limiting its broadcasts to
audio reports only. Local
sources also reported that
private television channels
in these provinces have
been barred from airing
visual images.

The prohibition stems
fromalaw signed by Taliban
leader Hibatullah
Akhundzada in September
2024, which explicitly bans
the broadcast of images
depicting living beings.

The law, implemented
by Khalid Hanafi, the

Taliban’s acting Minister
for the Promotion of Virtue
and Prevention of Vice, has
already been enforced in
provinceslargely under the
influence of Taliban
leadership.As per Amu’s
findings, National
Television in provinces
such as Kandahar, Takhar,
Badghis, Helmand,
Nangarhar, Nuristan, Farah,
Nimroz, Baghlan,
Badakhshan, Jawzjan,
Zabul, Parwan, Kunduz,
Panjshir, Bamyan, and most
recently Faryab, has
restricted its content to
audio broadcasts.
According to Taliban-
controlled media, the
enforcement of the ban has
sharply accelerated over
the past month, with
restrictions newly imposed
in eight provinces during
that period.Article 17 of the

Taliban's ‘Promotion of
Virtue and Prevention of
Vice' law details the
restrictions on the media,
including a ban on
publishing or broadcasting
images of living peopleand
animals, which the Taliban
regardsasun-ldamic. Other
sections order women to
cover their bodies and
facesandtravel withamale
guardian, whilemen arenot
allowed to shave their
beards. The punishment for
breaking the law is up to
three days in prison or a
penalty “considered
appropriate by the public
prosecutor.” According to
the Committee to Protect
Journalists, since taking
power in Afghanistan on
August 15, 2021, the
Taliban have employed a
gradual strategy to
suppress media activity in

UN chief renews call for immediate
cessation of hostilities in Sudan

United Nations, May 1
(UNI) : UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
on Wednesday renewed his
call for an immediate
cessation of hostilities in
Sudan and urged the
international community to
act with urgency to help
bring an end to the
relentless suffering and
destruction in the country.

The UN chief "is
appalled by the
increasingly catastrophic
situation in Sudan's North
Darfur State, as deadly
attacks continue on its
capital Al Fasher,” just two
weeks after an assault on
the famine-stricken
Zamzam and Abu Shouk
displacement campswhich
reportedly killed hundreds
of civilians, including
humanitarian workers,
Stephane Dujarric,
spokesman for the
secretary-general, saidina
statement.With more than
400,000 people estimated to
have been forced to fleethe
Zamzam camp aloneearlier
this month, Guterres is

IDF says
reservist

wounded

Jerusalem, May 1 (UNI)
. An lsragli reservist was
seriously wounded when
an explosive device went
off in the West Bank, the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
sad in a statement."Earlier
today (Wednesday), a
reservist in the 9221st
Battalion of the Ephraim
Brigade, wasseverdly injured
by an explosive during
operationd activity inthearea
of BetaintheSamaiaRegiona
Brigade," the IDF said on
Telegram. According to the
statement, the reservist was
evacuated to a hospital to
receive medical treatment,
and IDF soldiers encircled
the area of Beita to locate
the perpetrators.

deeply concerned by
reports of harassment,
intimidation and arbitrary
detention of displaced
people at checkpoints, he
said.Despite continuing
insecurity and severe
funding shortfalls, the
United Nations and its
humanitarian partners are
doing what they can to
urgently  scale up
emergency support in the
Tawilaareaof North Darfur,
whichishosting amajority
of those displaced from
Zamzam, said Dujarric.
Violence against
civilians also continues in
other parts of Sudan, with
reports of mass killings in
Omdurman in Khartoum
State in recent days.
With the conflict nowin
its third year and
increasingly destabilizing
the broader region, the UN
chief reiterates his call for
the facilitation of safe and
unhindered humanitarian
access to all areas of need
by al necessary routes, as
well asfor the protection of
civilians, in line with the
parties' clear obligations

Jerusdlem, May 1 (UNI)
. Israel has raised its
emergency alert to the
highest level and appealed
for international assistance
as fast-spreading wildfires
erupted in the hills west of
Jerusalem on Wednesday.

Footage shared on
social media showed
drivers fleeing on foot as
flames and thick black
smoke loomed in the
distance.

The Fire and Rescue
Services said about 120
teams from across the
country, supported by
firefighting planes and
helicopters, were deployed

under international
humanitarian law.
Perpetrators of serious
violations must be held
accountable, said the
spokesman.

Meanwhile, the UN
Officefor the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said on
Wednesday that more
humanitarian supplies are
being dispatched to Tawila,
where more than 300,000
people fleeing recent
attacksinthe Zamzam camp
have sought safety.

OCHA said an inter-
agency aid convoy led by
the deputy humanitarian
coordinator in Sudan,
Antoine Gerard, crossed
into the Darfur region from
Chad on Tuesday via the
Adreborder crossing, onits
way to Tawila, carrying life-
saving supplies, including
dignity kits, nutrition and
medical supplies and other
essential items.

Another convoy of 19
trucks carrying nutrition
supplies is expected to
depart Chad for Tawila on
Wednesday, the office said.

to contain the flames, and
another 22 teams were on
their way.Five communities
were evacuated, and others
were instructed to prepare
for possible evacuation. A
section of the Jerusalem-Tel
Aviv highway was closed
by the police.

The Magen David
Adom medical emergency
service said in a statement
that medicsweretreating 12
people for mild smoke
inhalation, including two
babies.

Fire and Rescue
Authority Commissioner
Eyal Caspi said he had
activated the fire service's

l'll

-

the country, with the
General Directorate of

Intelligence forcing
compliance with stringent
regulations. These include
bans on music and soap
operas, bans on women's
voices in the media, the
impasition of mask-wearing
for female presenters, aban
on live broadcasts of
political shows, the closure
of television stations, and
thejamming or boycotting of
independent international
networks broadcasting to
Afghanistan. To enforce
these palicies, the Taliban
have detained, assaulted,
and threatened journalists
and media workers
throughout the country.
elevision and pictures of
living things were banned
across the country under
the previous Taliban rule
from 1996 to 2001.

BRICS countries
urged to hecome
reliable force in
safeguarding
legitimate rights
of developing

Brasilia, May 1 (UNI) :
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on Wednesday
called on BRICS countries
to strengthen unity and
cooperation to act as the
most reliable force in
safeguarding the legitimate
rights and interests of
developing countries.

Wang, also amember of
the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China
(CPC) Centra Committee
and director of the Office of
the Central Commission for
Foreign Affairs, made the
remarksat the 15th Meeting
of BRICS National Security
Advisers and High
Representatives on
National Security in the
Brazilian capital of Brasilia.

Wang said that under
the new global
circumstances, more and
more countries are willing
to listen to the voice of
BRICS and hope to enter
thedoor of BRICS.

He noted that a
transactional approach in
international politics and

Iran says 4th round
of indirect talks
with US set for Rome

Tehran, May 1 (UNI) : Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed
AbbasAraghchi said on Wednesday that the fourth round
of the Omani-mediated indirect nuclear talks between Iran
and the United States will be held in Rome on Saturday,
according to the official news agency IRNA.

Araghchi madethe remarkson the sidelines of acabinet
meeting in Tehran while responding to questions about
the ongoing talks with the United States on Tehran's
nuclear program and Washington's sanctions.

He noted that Oman, asthetalks host, had decided to
hold the fourth round in Rome due to technical and
logistical reasons.The lranian Foreign Minister stated that
the location Oman selected to host the negotiations was
of no particular importanceto Iran.

"Of importance to us are the contents of the
negotiations and the mediator,” he said.

Commenting onthe U.S. hostile measures, such asthe
imposition of fresh sanctions against Iran despite the
ongoing negotiations, he noted that such actions would
definitely convey a negative message.

Araghchi noted that the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) currently played no role in the
negotiations, but "will play animportant rolein the future

if an agreement is reached.”

He said, although no time frame had been decided for
the talks conclusion, Iran naturally was not interested in
"attritional negotiations and is not after wasting time."

Thefirst and third rounds of theindirect talks between
Iran and the United States, headed by the Iranian foreign
minister and U.S. Special Envoy tothe Middle East Steve
Witkoff, were held in the Omani capital Muscat on April
12 and 26, and the second one in Rome on April 19.

Large wildfire near Jerusalem forces
evacuations, closes major highway

national emergency plans
andraised the dert level to
its highest. "Following a
situational assessment,
firefighting teams were
being mobilized from all
districts nationwide," he
said.Eyal Cohen, deputy
commander of the
Jerusalem District of the
Fire and Rescue A uthority,
said Israel had requested
firefighting assistancefrom
regiona neighbors. State-
owned Kan TV reported
that the countries include
Greece, Cyprus, Croatia,
and Italy.The Israel
Defense Forces said the
military has sent forces to

firefighting and
evacuation, adding that
"aerial support has also
been deployed to provide
a real-time operational
picture."Unseasonably
high temperatures of
around 35 degrees Celsius,
combined with wind gusts
of upto 70 km per hour, were
fanning the flames and
complicating firefighting
efforts, officials said.As
Israel marksMemoria Day
for fallen soldiers from
sunset, April 29, to nightfal,
April 30thisyear, ceremonies
at the Latrun Armored Corps
Memorial were cancelled
duetothewildfire.

weaponizing global trade
will only aggravate the
trust crisisamong countries
and jeopardize global
security. Concession leads
nowhereand unity iswhere
the hope lies, Wang added.
Wang called on BRICS
countriesto work to defend
the right to development,
take the lead in unity and
cooperation, and safeguard
multilateralism, noting they
should unequivocally
stand out against a
wayward power and
safeguard the right and
space to development for
developing countries.
Other parties at the
meeting agreed that BRICS
countries should build
consensus and make
joint efforts to oppose
all forms of bullying,
interventionism and
abusing tariffs, adhereto
multilateralism, defend
the common interests of
the Global South, and
work together to build a
multipolar world of peace,
security, fairnessand judtice.

3 policemen
killed, 2
injured in
operation in
NW Pakistan

Islamabad, May 1
(UNI): Threepalice
personnel werekilled and
two othersinjured late
Wednesday night during
a gunfight between
terrorists and the Counter
Terrorism Department
(CTD) inPakistan's
northwest Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
police said on Thursday.

According to apolice
spokesperson, the
exchange of fireoccurred
in the Chashma area of
Bannu district, when CTD
forces launched an
operation targeting
terrorists.

"Three CTD personnel
wereKkilled and two others
sustained injuries during
the encounter," the
spokesperson said,
adding that the injured
were shifted to a nearby
hospital for medical
treatment, Pakistani media
reported.

At least two terrorists
were believed to have
been killed or wounded in
the shootout, but their
bodies were taken away
by their accomplices as
they fled the scene, the
spokesperson added.

Security forces
recovered weapons,
ammunition, improvised
explosivedevices (IEDs),
and hand grenades from
the site.

The spokesperson
said the area has been
cordoned off, and an
operation is underway to
apprehend the fleeing
suspects, Xinhua news
reported.

Regional Police Officer
Bannu Sgjjad Khan vowed
to bring the perpetrators
to justice, stating that law
enforcement would deal
with the attackerswith full
force.
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Mumboai records
highest number of
property registration

Mumbai May 1 (UNI)
For thefirst timeafter agap
of nearly adecade, Mumbai
recorded the highest
number of property
registrations in April,
according to data released
by Knight Frank India,
which is a leading
international property
consultant  providing
personalized advice on
commercia and residential
real estate solutions.

Data reported that
12,142 property
registrations were done
under thejurisdiction of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC)
boundaries for an increase
of 4 per cent fromApril last
year.The data indicates a
strong and increasing need
for housing in Mumbai
amid headwinds in global
and domestic economies.

The information also

indicates a significant
increase in the premium
segment of housing.

Properties worth over
Rs2 crore contributed to 25
per cent of total
registrations, from 22 per
centinApril 2024.

In contrast, affordable
housing, which includes
properties worth up to Rs
50 lakh, recorded a
consistent proportion of 14
per cent, indicating astable
demand across the price
range. On the other hand,
flat measuring 1,000 sq ft,
continued to be the
favourite among home
buyers.Unitsbetween 1,000
and 2,000 sq ft had asteady
14 per cent market share,
and those above 2,000 sq ft
accounted for 3 per cent of
the market, reflecting that
agpirationa buyers continue
to look for sprawling living
areas as per the report.

Centre should announce
deadline for caste-wise
census: Naseem Khan

Mumbai, May 1 (UNI) State Congress Working
President and CWC member Naseem Khan on Thursday
demanded that the Central government should announce
afixed deadlinefor acaste-wise census and the removed
50 per cent reservation limit.He was speaking on the
occasion of flag hoisting ceremony at congress
headquarters ,Tilak Bhavan following Maharashtra Day
and Workers' Day.He said that the Congress party
welcomes the decision of the Central government to
conduct a caste-wise census. The Congress party and
the Leader of Oppositioninthe Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
had consistently demanded that a caste-wise census be
conducted.A caste-wise census has been conducted in
the Congress-ruled state, but the BJP was opposed to it.
Now the Central government hastaken adecision.Onthis
occasion, State Congressvice president organization and
administration Adv. Ganesh Patil, treasurer Dr. Amarjitsinh
Manhas, state general secretary Rajan Bhosale, Munaf
Hakim, Rajesh Sharma, Ramesh Shetty along with party
office bearersand ateam of SevaDal were present.Wishing
M aharashtraDay and Workers Day, Sate\Working President
Khan said that the Congresswaorked to bring independenceto
the country and after independence, the visonary leedership
of Jawaharla Nehrulaid thefoundationfor devel opment and
made the country a strong nation in the world.

UP ST Commission
to file case against

insult of Dr
Ambedkar

Lucknow, May 1 (UNI):
Uttar Pradesh Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes Commission
Chairman, Baijnath Rawat,
said on Thursday that the
Commission has taken a
suo motu cognisance of the
insult of the architect of the
Constitution Baba Saheb
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar and
will file a case against the
culprits. The Chairman said
that the Commission took
suo motu cognisance of the
matter and has asked the
Lucknow Police
Commissioner toregister a
case against the culprits.

It may be noted that the
poster of Samajwadi Lohia
Vahini displayed the picture
of Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav on
half of Dr Ambedkar's
picture.Rawat condemned
thisact and said that insulting
great menand glorifying anti-
nationa eementsisthenature
of SPHe said that UP
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled TribesCommission
took suomotu cognisanceand
wrotealetter tothel ucknow
Police Commissioner to
take action against the
culprits by registering acase
under the SC/ST Atrocities
PreventionAct 1989.

Punjab: Don’t indulge
theatrics, Badal to CM

Chandigarh, May 1
(UNI) Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) President Sukhbir
Singh Badal on Thursday
asked Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
and the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) not toindulge
intheatricsontheextremely
sensitive issue of Punjab’s
river waters.

Badal said Mann should
instead tell Punjabis why
the AAP government had
sold off the interests of the
state by releasing 4,000
cusecs of water to Haryana
amonth back and failed to
ward off release of another
8,500 cusecs now.

He said it was highly
condemnable that instead
of addressing the issue of
desertification of Punjab
and the blow to its farm

economy, AAP was
indulging in cheap
‘dharnas’ to deflect
attention from the sellout of
the State's River waters by
the Chief Minister.

“Not only did

Bhagwant Mann admit in
writing that Punjab had
started releasing 4,000
cusecs of additional water
to Haryana since the last
one month, but also
admitted that the Haryana
chief minister had called

Credit for caste- - Modli visits Bharat Pavilion, Maharashtra
Pavilion and Gaming Arcade

wise census

goes to Rahul
Gandhi:
Congress VP

Pune, May 1 (UNI) A
day after the Centre took
decision to carry out caste-
wise census across the
country, Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress vice
president and former MLA,
Mohan Joshi, said on
Thursday that the credit for
it goes to the party leader
and MP Rahul Gandhi.

Speaking after
celebrating thevictory with
joy at Mahatma Phule
Wada here, he said that for
last 10 years, Rahul Gandhi
had been demanding a
caste-wise census in
Parliament and on various
platforms, but BJP leaders
ignored this demand time
and again.Joshi further
said BJP had criticised him
at alower level but finally,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his government
had to bow down to Rahul
Gandhi, who has always
taken the side of the
common people and will
continue to do so, he added.

Former MLA Ahire

passes away

Nashik, May 1 (UNI)
Former MLA of Baglan
assembly constituency,
LahanuBaaAhiredied here
on Wednesday due to old
age.He was 95, and is
survived by his wife and
three sons.Born on June
one, 1930, intheremotetribal
villageof Jad onthe Gujarat-
Maharashtra  border,
LahanuAhire studied upto
class 7 and then learned
agriculture at Kosbad.

Heworked as ateacher
at Khajuranya village in
Dang, Gujarat and later asa
Talathi at Garkud (Gujarat).

Mentored by freedom
fighter Dadasaheb Bidkar,
Dalit friend and former
MLA Pandit Dharmgji Patil,
he was elected as a Zilla
Paishadmemberin1934. L aer,
hewasdectedasanMLA from
Baglan assembly constit-
uency on a Congress party
ticket from 1990to 95.

him on April 23 and
requested the release of
another 8,000 cusecs of
water," said Badal.

"Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
has stated that Mann
agreed to the demand.
Instead of indulging in
dramas now, Mann should
tell us on whose direction
and permission he had sold
off the River waters of
Punjab to Haryana?
Punjabis never gave him
permissiontodo so”, Badal
added.

Asserting that the SAD
would not allow the
“conspiracy" by the
neighbouring states and
the Central Government to
“rob" Punjab of its river
waters - by "unilaterally
forcing" the Bhakra Beas
Management Board
(BBMB) to release an
additional 8,500 cusecs of
water to Haryana - to
succeed, Badal said “this
order should be revoked
immediately as it has been
given without taking the
approval of the Punjab
government as per the
BBMB manud”.

The SAD president also
demanded the immediate
restoration of Punjab’s
representative as the

Mumbai, May 1 (UNI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday visited
the Bharat Pavilion,
Maharashtra Pavilion and
Gaming Arcade set up at
the venue of the Waves-
2025 Conference that
began at the World Jio
Centre in Bandra-Kurla
Complex (BKC) in
suburban Bandra.

Maharashtra Governor
C P Radhakrishnan, Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, Information &
Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnav, Deputy
Chief Ministers Eknath
Shinde, Ajit Pawar, etc.,
were present on this
occasion.

ThePrimeMinister aso
visited the state
government's 'Magical
Maharashtra Pavilion at the
Bharat Pavilion. While

visiting various pavilions
set up at this time, he

learned about new
technologies in
entertainment and audio-
visual media.

After visiting the
gaming arcade, Modi
discussed new

technologiesin the gaming
sector and various
opportunitiesin this sector
with the representatives of
the companies present.
InthelndiaPavilion, the
states of Maharashtra,
Haryana, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Madhya

Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, along with
Netflix, Jio, YouTube, as
well as various
entertainment and news
channels, and film
production companiesfrom
thisregion have set up their
pavilions.

India's victory is certain in fight against enemies of
peace, humanity: Mukesh Ambani on Pahalgam

Mumbai, May 1 (UNI)
In a powerful show of
solidarity following the
barbaric terror attack in
Pahalgam, Reliance
Industries ~ Chairman
Mukesh Ambani on
Thursday declared that the
defeat of the "enemies" of
peace and humanity is
"certain”, and asserted that
Indias victory in this fight
was inevitable under the
leadership of PrimeMinister

NarendraModi.
Addressing the
inaugural session of

WAVES 2025 in Mumbal,
Ambani said: "Modi ji, you
havethefull support of 145
crore Indians in this fight
against the enemies of
peace, justice and
humanity. Their defeat is
certain. India’s victory is
also certain.”
Ambani’sremarkscame
inthe presence of the Prime
Minister, who was
attending the event days
after the Pahalgam attack
that left the nation shaken.

in cheap
Mann

Member, Power of BBMB,
saying BBMB had been
"unfairly" reconstituted
two years back and that
Punjab had been
discriminated againstinthe
process of doing so.

“If even a drop of
additional water which is
above the quota fixed for
Haryanaleavesthe statewe
will launch amass agitation
to protect the water rights
o fPunjab.

Wewill fight to thelast
breath but will never
compromise our water
rights," he added.

The SAD president also
attacked the Congress for
working "against" the
state's interests.

“How the Haryana
Congress has asked the
PrimeMinister tointervene
and evenrevokeAvrticle 257
and instruct the Punjab
government to release
additional water to Haryana
is not in the interest of
federalism and is also
against the Riparian
Principle”, said Badal,
questioning why the
Punjab Congress
leadershipwasquiet onthis
issue and had not
condemned the Haryana
Congressfor itsincendiary
statementstill now.

"Your coming here sendsa
strong message — a
message of hope, unity,
and unshakable resolve,"
Ambani told Modi.

The billionaire
industrialist was speaking
at the opening of WAVES
2025, a global summit on
creativity, culture, and
technology that has drawn
10,000 delegatesfrom over
90 countries. He said the
idea for the summit had
received the Prime
Minister’s approval just a
few months ago, and was
now areality thanksto "the
josh of Naya Bharat" and
the leadership of Union

Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw.
Highlighting the

strategic potential of
India’s entertainment and
cultural sectors, Ambani
described them not as soft
power but as"real power",
especially in a turbulent
world looking for unity and
hope.

"In our civilisational

heritage of over 5,000
years, we have vast
treasure troves of timeless
tales— from the Ramayana
and Mahabharata to
folklore and classics in
dozens of languages. No
nation can match India’'s
storytelling power," he
said, urging creatorsto take
Indian stories to global
audiences.

He also hailed the
fusion of storytelling and
digital technologies as a
uniquely Indian advantage,
pointing to the nation’s
rapid transformation into a
"front-ranking digital
nation" under Modi’'s
leadership.

"With tools like Al and
immersivetech, our stories
can now travel instantly
across languages,
countries, and cultures.
India's super-talented
young creatorswill rulethe
global  entertainment
industry with
blockbusters," he said.

Ambani said India’s

SK acting president,
Prime minister resigns

Seoul, May 1 (UNI) :
South Korea's acting
president and Prime
Minister Han Duck-soo
announced his resignation
on Thursday in atelevised
addressto the nation, amid
wide expectations for his
presidential run.Han said
that he decided to step
down in order to do what
he can and hasto do at the
time of crisis faced by the
country, noting that unless
the extreme politics are

Jaipur, May 1 (UNI):
The Rajasthan
government is set to
revive the Rajasthan
Drugs and
PharmaceuticalsLimited
(RDPL), aCentral Public
Sector Unit located in the
state.While the Central
government holds 51
percent equity shares of
the pharma company, the
remaining 49 percent
shares are with the state
government.

The state government
had announced the
revival of RDPL inthe

abandoned and the
foundation for cooperation
isestablished, division and
conflict will berepeated no
matter who will bein power.

He emphasized that he
will goal theway to bethe
best for South Koreaat this
moment and in thefutureto
the end.

With Han'sresignation,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Economy and
Finance Choi Sang-mok will
serve as acting president.

budget, and the
Department of Medical
and Health has started
taking follow up action.
As part of this effort,
NehaGiri, Managing
Director of Ragjasthan
Medical Services
Corporation Limited,
inspected RDPL.

During the inspection,
Giri wasaccompanied by
RDPL's Special Officer
and other officias of the
corporation. She
inspected the production
area, quality control,
storagefacilities, main

media and entertainment
industry, currently valued
at $28 billion, had the
potential to exceed $100
billion within a decade,
creating jobs, driving
entrepreneurship, and
generating cross-sectoral
growth.“This is not just a
cultural or creative
opportunity — it is a
strategic and economic
opportunity as well,” he
said.Concluding with a
solemn assurance to the
Prime Minister, Ambani
pledged to make WAVES
the world’s foremost
entertainment platform —
“one with an Indian soul
and a global voice"."This
is just the beginning. The
best isyet to come. Let the
stories flow. Let the waves
rise. Jai Hind," he said.

CM's relief
fund and
charity
hospital

help desk
inaugurated

Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, May 1
(UNI) : State Social Justice
Minister and Guardian
Minister of the district,
Sanjay Shirsat on
Thursday inaugurated the
district level help desk,
which worksto provide
assistance to citizens
through Chief Minister's
Relief Fund and Charity
Hospitals.

The programmewas
held at the district
collector'soffice.

Legidative Council
member Sanjay Kenekar,
divisional commissioner
Dilip Gawde, district
collector Dilip Swami,
resident deputy
collector Vinod
Khirolkar, among
others, were present on
the occasion.

Thisis an ambitious
project of Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and the work
of thiscell will be done
under the guidance of
the cell head
Rameshwar Naik.

A District Level Chief
Minister's Relief Fund and
Charity Hospital Help Cell
has been established in
the collector's office of
every district in the state.
Through this cell,
financial assistance for
medical treatment iseasily
available to patients.

Also, various
schemes of the Central
and state governments
will bemade availableto
the genera public by
organizing health camps
fromtimetotime.

Governor unfurls
Tricolour on 66th
Maharashtra Day

Mumbai, May 1 (UNI) : Governor CP Radhakrishnan

unfurled the national Tricolour on Thursday ontheoccasion
of the66th MaharashtraState Foundation Day a astatefunction
hdda Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharg ParkinMumbai . TheGovernor
inspected the ceremonial parade and took saute from the
marching columns.He also addressed the citizens on the
occasion of Maharashtra Day.

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, chairman of state
legislative council Prof Ram Shinde, Assembly Speaker
Rahul Narwekar, Minister of Medical Education Hasan
Mushrif, chairperson of the state Women's Commission

Rupali Chakankar.

, chief secretary Sujata Saunik, DGP Rashmi Shukla,
municipal commissioner and administrator Bhushan
Gagrani, police commissioner Deven Bharti, consuls and
honorary consul of variouscountriesin Mumbal and senior
officersof thearmed forces, civil, policeand fire services
and citizens were present.The Governor's address in
Marathi wasread out by ACS Protocol ManishaMhaiskar.

Rajasthan govt moves to Revive
RDPL, inspection conducted

building, and campus of
RDPL. Shewasinformed
that RDPL islocated inan
industrial areawith
approximately 10 acres of
land under its possession.
Giri inspected the
machines and equi pment
installed at the RDPL
campus and assessed
their functionality. She
directed the RDPL
representative to provide
information about the
company'sbuilding,
equipment, and all
liahilities. She also sought
information about the

pending court cases
related to RDPL and gave
the necessary
instructions.The MD
directed that areport be
prepared onthe 2016 fire
incident at RDPL, aswell
asacompilation of
information about the
board of directors,
currently employed staff,
financial provisions, and
al liahilities. Shealso
inspected the water
supply, electricity supply,
biomedical waste, and
designated storage areas
withinthe RDPL campus.
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Indian Women'’s
Hockey Team Falls
0-2 to Australia

Perth, May 1 (UNI): The
Indian Women’s Hockey
Team showed plenty of
fight but went down 0-2
againgt Austraiainthethird
gameof their Australiatour,
at the Perth Hockey
Stadium here on Thursday.

Courtney Schonell (9)
opened the scoring for the
hosts in the first quarter,
before Grace Stewart (52')
added a second in the final
phase to seal the result.
Following two encounters
with Australia A, this was
India's first clash against
theAustralian team.

Australia winning an
early penalty corner but the
scoreline remained
unchanged. Australia
eventually broke the
deadlock in the ninth
minute when Courtney
Schonell found the back of
thenet, to give her team the
lead.

The hosts threatened
to double their lead with
another penalty corner but
could not secure their
second goal of the quarter.

The second quarter saw
India come out eager to
show their intent. Two
penalty corners came
India’s way in quick
succession, but the
equaliser eluded them.
However, despite their
growing impact on the
game, Indiawent into half-
timebresk trailing by agoal.

The third quarter was
another goalless affair.
Both teams were unable to
convert their chances,
including a penalty corner
apiece, setting up acrucial
fourth quarter for theIndian
Women'sHockey Team.

In pursuit of a goa in
the fourth quarter, India
conceded for the second
timeinthenight when Grace
Steward slotted it into the
net from open play at the
52nd minute mark, to make
it 2-0 and seal their victory.

The Indian Women's
Hockey Team will be in
action again on Saturday,
when they take on
Australia at the Perth
Hockey Stadium.

One of the weirdest
matches I've ever
played: Iga Swiatek

Madrid, May 1 (UNI) Defending champion Iga
Swiatek recovered from losing the first set without
winning agameto beat Madison Keys0-6 6-36-2intheir
Madrid Open quarter-final match.

American Keys, who won the Australian Open for
her first Grand Slam victory earlier thisyear, took thefirst
set in 24 minutes before four-time French Open champion
Swiatek recovered to secure a semi-final spot on

Wednesday.

"Honestly, it was one of the weirdest matches I've
ever played," said Poland's Swiatek.

"I didn't feel like the first set was that bad. | felt the
ball well - it just went super long.

| tried to play abit shorter and with some mistakes by
Maddy, the momentum changed in the end. I'm happy

that | did it," she said.

Swiatek will face Coco Gauff inthelast four after the
American beat MirraAndreeva 7-5 6-1, the BBC reported.
Gauff faced two set pointsin thefirst set beforetaking

control and securing victory.

Ukraine's Elina Svitolinais a so into the semi-finals
courtesy of a6-2 6-1 win against Japan's

Moyuka Uchijima and will play world number one
ArynaSabalenka, who earned ahard-fought 7-6 (7-4) 7-6
(9-7) win against Marta K ostyuk.

Play was briefly halted in the second-set tie-break,
before Sabalenka saved three set points on the way to

registering her victory.

"Honestly, that was a battle and conditions were
incredibly tough," said the 26-year-old. "It wasn't about
tennis, it was about the way you handled your emations.

"I think | did really well and I'm super proud | was
ableto handle myself in such adifficult situation."

Tiredness, injuries big factors
as title race continues in Spain

Madrid, May 1 (UNI) :
The 34th round of gamesin
LalLigaseesFC Barcelona
and Real Madrid struggling
with injuriesand tired legs
asthey battleit out for this
season'stitle, whiletherace
for Europe and to avoid
relegation increases in
intensity elsewhere.

Barcelona played one
of the most exciting UEFA
Champions League ties in
recent years on
Wednesday with a3-3draw
at hometo Inter Milan, but
the match saw Jules
Kounde suffer a muscle
injury and the games are
mounting up fast as
Barcelona looks to defend
afour-point lead over Real
Madrid at the top of La
Liga.Hansi Flick's outfit

visits bottom side Real
Valladolid, already
condemned to relegation
with just four wins all
season and the worst
defensiverecordinlLaliga,
so Flick should be able to
make some sguad rotations
without too  many
problems.It has been a
painful week for Real
Madrid after losing the
Copa del Rey final to
Barcelona, with Carlo
Ancelotti seemingly onthe
verge of leaving the club
for Brazil's nationa team,
and the fallout from the
disgraceful behavior of
some of players at the end
of last weekend's defeat.
Ancelotti will struggle
to put out a solid defense
at hometoanin-form Celta
Vigo, with Antonio Rudiger

James unsure
of future after
Lakers
play-off loss

Los Angeles, May 1
(UNI) : LeBron James says
he is unsure if he will
continue his NBA career
next season after the Los
Angeles Lakers were
knocked out of the first
round of the play-offs by
the Minnesota
Timberwolves.

The 40-year-old, in his
22nd season as a
professional, was unableto
prevent the Timberwolves
completing a 4-1 series
victory witha103-96 winin
game five at the
Crypto.comArena.

James, the NBA's all-
time leading scorer, had
been hoping to win a fifth
championship this season.

James, who signed a
two-year deal with the
Lakersin 2024, sayshewill
take timein the off-season
to consider his future, the
BBC reported.

Asked how many more
years he will continue to
play, James said: "l don't
know.

"It's something that |
will St downwithmy family,
my wife, and my support
group and kind of just talk
through and see what
happens, and just have a
conversation with myself
on how long | want to
continue to play."

After a 74-game
campaign, James said the
opportunity to play
alongside side Bronny -
becoming the first father-
son duo in NBA history -
was the highlight of his
season.

"Number one, for sure,"
said James.

"That's not even close.
Tobeableto play thegame
that | love and to be ableto
be alongside my son, this
wholeyear has been one of
the most gratifying,
satisfying journeys I've
ever been on."

Rudy Gobert registered
27 points and 24 rebounds
for the Timberwolves.

"It feelsgreat,” he said.
"We had a season with ups
and downs so to come here
and play the way we did
meansalot.

"We just have a bunch
of guys that want to win,
and alot of guyswho have
been through adversity
throughout their career and
their life, and we love
each other."All the
things we went through
throughout the season
prepared usfor thismoment.”

both injured and
suspended, while Ferland
Mendy is also out along
with EduardoCamavinga
and DavidAlabafor agame
that Madrid must win ahead
of next weekend's visit to
Barcelona.The weekend
kicks off with a mid-table
clash between Rayo
Vallecano and Getafe, and
continues on Saturday with
a vital match for 17th-
ranked Alaves at home
against third-placed
Atletico Madrid.It will bea
special match for Alaves
defender Carlos Martin,
who is on loan from
Atletico. Intheracefor the
top four, Villarreal is at
home to an Osasuna side
that travelsto the east coast
after three consecutive
wins lifted the club up to

Meghalaya Chief Minister's Sports
Scholarship Scheme awarded 44 athletes

Shillong, May 1 (UNI)
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma on
Thursday handed over
Chief Minister’s Sports
Scholarship Scheme to 44
athletes across 10
disciplines at a send-off
ceremony for Team
Meghalaya.

The team will be
participating at Khelo India
Games 2025 to be held in
Bihar from May 4 to May
15.The scheme aims to
support and nurture
sporting talents in the
state. In the last six years,
the government has made
investment in sports
infrastructure, policy
interventions to promote
the sporting ecosystem.
The new scheme will
further facilitate athletesfor
national excellence and
alsolay groundwork for the
state to host National
Gamesin2027.

Speaking on the
occasion, the chief minister
said, "These scholarships
recognize the hard work
and dedication of our

athletes, encouraging them
to strive for greater
achievements and bring

prideto Meghalayaand the
nation."
Reminding the

gathering of the scenario,
when MDA government
took over thereinsin 2018,
he stated that the state’s
sporting scenario was
marred by alack of policy,
inadequate infrastructure,
and minimal financial
support.”... the
government took bold
steps, including therevival

of the Meghalaya Games -
held only twicein 48 years
until 2019. The games are
now being conducted on a
rotational basis across
districts, fostering inclusive
participation and
discovering grassroots
talent”, the chief minister
added.

Sangma also said that
the government has
embarked on a mission
mode to build and upgrade
sports infrastructure in
urban and rural areas, with
dedicated efforts to

Rel Tachikawa strike takes
Jamshedpur FC into maiden
Kalinga Super Gup final

Bhubaneswar, May 1
(UNI) : Jamshedpur FC
made it to the fina of the
Kalinga Super Cup for the
first time, after defeating
Mumbai City FC 1-0 at the
Kalinga Stadium here.

Japanese midfielder Rel
Tachikawa scored the all-
important goal in the 87th
minutetowinit for the Red
Miners on Wednesday
night.

Jamshedpur FC will take
on FC Goaat 7.30 PM IST
at theKalinga Stadium here
inthe final on Saturday.

Jamshedpur had more
say in attacks from the
beginning and breached
the rival defence twice
early in the match. While
theMumbai averted danger
at the expense of a corner
at the start, goalkeeper
Rehenesh Thumbirumbu
was quick to thwart the set-
piece a couple of minutes
later.

Rehenesh came to his
team’srescueonceagainin
the 31st minute when
Jordan Murray’s header
frominsidethesix-yard box

eighth.Real Betis visits an
Espanyol sidethat istough
to beat at home and has
climbed away from the
relegation zone.Betisplays
the first leg of its
Conference League
semifinal at home to
Fiorentina on Thursday.
Fourth-placed Athletic
Bilbao hasaEuropal eague
semifinal against
Manchester United ahead
of Sunday's Basgue derby
away to Real Sociedad.
The game comes after
Imanol Alguacil announced
hewould step down asReal
Sociedad coach at the end
of the season.Elsewhere,
LasPalmas needsto win at
home to Valencia to climb
out of the bottom three,
whiletherewill bedramaas
SevillaentertainsL eganes.

had a goal written all over
it. But Rehenesh displayed
remarkable reflexesto rise
to the occasion and punch
away theball.

Mumbai, who had
earlier registered two
convincing wins in the
tournament, found it
difficult to find their
rhythm. Except for a fine
Lallianzuala Chhangte
cross from the left that had
the potential to

fetch a goal, the
islanders couldn’t stretch
the Jamshedpur defence
much.

Things didn’t improve
in the second half, with the
teams creating fewer
chances. While Mumbai
continued to struggle up
front, Jamshedpur were
distinctly unlucky not to
find thetarget at least twice
after the hour mark.

On both occasions, the
post came to Mumbai’s
rescue, though goalkeeper
Rehenesh was beaten
hands down. After Stephen
Eze rued his luck for the
post to stand in his way,

seasoned midfielder Pronay
Halder’slow drivemet with
a similar fate a couple of
minutes|ater.

The constant pounding
at therival goal finally bore
fruit for Jamshedpur FC in
the 87th minute. After a
combined move from
Khalid Jamil’s men was
cleared by the Mumbai
defenders in a rather
clumsy manner, Tachikawa
picked up the ball outside
the box and unleashed a
left-footer that deflected of f
adefender bfore going in.

For the rest of the
period, including the six
minutes of injury time,
Mumbai tried their best to
retrieve the situation. But
Jamshedpur, expectedly,
put more men in defenceto
keep their lead intact. Rel
Tachikawa was presented
the Kalinga Player of the
Match award by Himanshu
Sekhar Sahoo, MLA,
Dharmasala, Odisha.

In the first semi-final
played earlierintheday, FC
Goa defeated Mohun
Bagan SG 3-1. WhileFC

Mcllroy to play Scottish
Open hefore Portrush bid

Edinburgh, May 1 (UNI) : Rory Mcllroy will play the
Scottish Open at the Renaissance Club as part of his
preparations for the Open Championship in his native

Northern Ireland thissummer.

The Masters championwill aim to win asecond Open
titleat Royal Portrush from July 17-20.

The Scottish Openisthefinal event before golf'sfourth
and final major of the year and Mcllroy will return to the
Renaissance Club in North Berwick, where he won the

titlein 2023 by beating

Scotland's Bob Maclntyre by one shot, the BBC
reported."Winning anational open isaways special, and
I'm pleased to have the chance to compete for another
Genesis Scottish Opentitle," Mcllroy, 35, said.

"It has certainly been amemorableyear so far, and I'm
looking forward to carrying onthe momentum to the home

of golf thissummer."

Mcllroy became only the sixth man to complete the
career Grand Slam of major winswhen he beat Justin Rose
in aplay-off at Augusta earlier this month.

Thenext big target for theworld number twoistheUS
PGA Championship at Quail Hollow - acoursehe haswon
at four times- from 15-18 May.

Rose, Maclntyre, Matt Fitzpatrick, Collin Morikawa
and Justin Thomas are some of the other nameswho have
already committed to playing the Scottish Open.

develop training facilities,

stadiums, and community-

level sports hubs.
Terming that the Chief

Minister’s Sports
Scholarship Scheme is
aimed at acknowledging
outstanding sporting talent
and easing the financial
burden on athletes, he
acknowledged that the
financial support is not
large but even modest
support can make a big
difference when used
wisely. “ Thescholarshipis
not just about money, it is

about recognition,” he
added.“It's a message to
every athletethat your hard
work matters, and we stand
with you.”

The Chief Minister also
took the opportunity to
inform the gathering on the
preparation which is
underway for hosting the
National Gamesin 2027.

“Meghalayaisworking
rigorously to ensure a
world-class event. The
state has committed to a
comprehensive timeline for
urbanrenewdl, beattification,
andenvironmental clean-up.
Key initiatives include the
rejuvenation of Wah
Umkhrah and Umshyrpi
Rivers, symbolic of the
broader effort to beautify
thecitiesof Shillong, Tura,
and Jowai, which are
expected to play central
rolesduringthe Games’, he
said.This is not just about
sports. It is about
showcasing the spirit,
talent, and beauty of
Meghalaya to the rest of
the country and theworld,”
Sangma added.

Messi's Miami

thrashed in

Champions Cup

semi-final

Miami, May 1 (UNI):
Lionel Messi's hopes of
leading Inter Miami to
their first Concacaf
Champions Cuptitleare
over this season after a
comprehensive semi-final
defeat by Vancouver
Whitecaps.

Trailing 2-0fromthe
firstleg, Miami were
beaten 3-1 at homein Fort
Lauderdale asthe
Canadian sideran out 5-1
aggregate winners.

Argentina legend
Messi and Uruguay
striker Luis Suarez were
both involved in the
build-up astheir former
Barcelonateam-mate Jordi
Alba opened the scoring
on the night for Miami
with alow shot inthe
ninth minute.

But acomeback by
Miami, who are coached
by another ex-Barcelona
star in Javier Mascherano,
failed to materialisewith
37-year-old M
shooting high and wide
with his best chance of
thefirst half.

The Whitecaps hit the
outside of the post before
half-time, whileAmerican
striker Brian Whiteand
Ecuador's Pedro Vite both
tested Miami goal keeper
Oscar Ustari, theBBC
reportedThe visitors
regained their two-goal
cushion in the 51st minute
through White's clever
flick into the bottom
corner from 10 yards, and
when a shot from the edge

of thebox by Vite
deflected up over Ustari
two minutes|ater thetie
was effectively settled.

Another deflected
strikefrom Sebastian
Berhalter, after the
Whitecaps had again cut
through Miami's ragged
defence, added the
visitors fifth on aggregate
inthe 71st minute.

They will play Cruz
Azul or TigresUANL - the
two Mexican sidesmeet in
Thursday's second semi-
final (03:00 BST on Friday)
-inthefinal, bidding to
becomethefirst Canadian
sideto win the regional
competition.

Miami, currently fifth
inthe ML S Eastern
Conference, have seven
domestic matches before
the league breaks for the
Club World Cup in June.

"Although it was the
first timethe club had
advanced to the semi-
finals, the defeat hurts us
alot because weimagined
reaching thefinal," said
Mascherano."But we
have to accept that our
opponents outplayed us.

"Now we have to
focuson MLS.

"I'm not thinking about
the Club World Cup.
There'samonth and a half
to go and it would be a
mistake to focus on that."

Miami areinagroup
with Egyptian sideAl
Ahly, Portugal's Porto and
Palmeirasof Brazil inthe
ClubWorld Cup.
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Kalyan Gircle honored with awards

Maharashtra Day celebrated with enthusiasm

i)

i

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Kalyan/Vasai/Palghar,
May 1 : Maharashtra Day
was celebrated with
enthusiasm at the Kalyan
Circle office of
Mahavitaran on Thursday.
The flag was hoisted by
Dilip Jagdale, Joint
Managing Director of
Konkan Regional Division.
On the occasion of World
Workers Day, 50 excellent
technical employees who
performed outstandingly
during the year were
honored by dignitaries.”
Employees who did
excellent work in the year
2024-25 were honored with
certificates and mementos.
Joint Managing Director
Dilip Jagdale stated that

. -'§.: g

technical employees are
the architects of
Mahavitaran's progress
and appealed to the
employees to constantly
cultivate their ability to
prove themselves. He also
wished the employees for
working with more vigor
and scaling new heights of
success. On this occasion,
Superintendent Engineer
Deepak Patil, Mahesh
Achinmane, Mohan
Kaloge, Assistant General
Manager Sushil Pawaskar,
Executive Engineer Nitin
Kale, Milind Chaudhary,
Sunil Vanmore, award-
winning employees along
with engineers, officers,
and employees were
present in large numbers.

The program  was
coordinated by Deputy
Executive Engineer Smita
Kale. While Senior
Manager Nilesh Bhawar
proposed the vote of thanks.

Award-winning
employees

Kalyan Mandal One—
Pooja Mohere, Santosh
Navale, Dattu Bhawari,
Vitthal Bhiwate, Sunil
Bodke, Mukesh Patil,
Tarasingh Pawar, Bapu
Chaure, Sudhir Sonawale,
Jagdish Dhamke, Vilas
Bhoir, Sheshpal Chavan,
Yogesh Gaygole.

Kalyan Mandal Two—
Pralhad Mhatre, Arun
Isame, RgjendraPatil, Sunil
Khoje, Amit Sonkusare,
Dnyaneshwar Phodse,

Krishna Gade, Sachin
Ghagas, Dinesh Mohape,
Pritilal Pandav, Vijay
Lokhande, Yogesh Chimte,
Tulshidas Patil, Dattu
Kengala, Kanya Gavit,
Shekhar Dahatonde.

Vasai Mandal —Vivek
Mhatre, Ravindra Pardhi,
Vishnu Kalange, Sunil
Gaikwad, Ashok Marathe,
Sachin Chougale, Umesh
Petil, Rahul Gharat, Krishna
Sali, Milind Jadhav,
Manohar Mahale, Anil
Nikam.

Palghar Mandal —
Sandesh Churi, Subhash
Kusmude, Anil Girane,
Nayan Sankhe, Santosh
Shanwar, Ladkya Baswat,
Kishore Wadhane, Rgjaram
Gode, Ramesh Mukne.

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Visakhapatnam, May 1 : The Movement Control Office
(MCO) at Visakhapatnam railway station celebrated
Golden Jubilee Celebrations for 60 glorious years
of service to the Nation from May 1st -1965 to
2025. Movement Control Office serves as a help
desk primarily for personnel from the Indian
Armed Forces and their dependents, offering
assistance with train reservations under the Defence

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Hyderabad, May 1:

MaulanaAzad National
Urdu University under
School of Sciences has
been offering Bachel or of
VocationinMLT & MIT
since 2019. Considering
the demand &
requirement, the
university has started
Master of Vocationin
Medical Lab Technology
& Medical Imaging
Technology in the year
2023-2024. MANUU
happens to be the only
Central University inthe
Telangana Stateimparting

PG coursesin Paramedical
Sciences. From thisyear
the University is
introducing a PhD
programmeinAllied
Health Sciences (MLT).

According to Prof. S
Magbool Ahmed, Nodal
Officer, these courses are
employment oriented for
the students with Urdu as
asubject or medium of
instruction, who are
desirous to pursue their
career inAllied Health
Sciences.

Currently, admission
process is in progress
for M.Voc (MLT & MIT)

Quota. The MCO also acts as a reporting point during

recruitment drives.

The celebrations at station witnessed by the Chief

Guest Divisiona Railway Manager Waltair Shri Lalit Bohra

, Commodore L M Fernandes, VSM, Director Generd
Varsha, Commander Ashok Gottapu Logistic Officer,
Ranvijay, ADRM (Operations) Shri Manoj Kumar Sahoo,
ADRM (Infra) Shri E Santharam and other officers from
Railways and Defence services.

Admissions in Paramedical courses at MANUU

on merit basis for which
the last date for
submission of
application formsis
June 04, 2025. For
admission in PhD Allied
Health Sciences (MLT)
application forms can
be submitted upto May
13, 2025.

Students from Urdu
background can avail
this opportunity.
MANUU has an
excellent educational
environment and
separate hostels for male
and femal e students with
all facilities.

Passout students from
this School are employed
in various corporate
Hospitals and some of
the students have
secured jobs in Govt.
sector as Paramedics
also.

Onlineapplication
formaong with
prospectus is available on
the university website
Www.manuu.edu.in/
RegularAdmissions. For
moreinformation and
guidance, contact on 040-
23006612 EXTN- 1801 or
emall at
admissogegla@manuuediin

Temporary
augmentation
of trains with
additional

coaches : ECoR

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Visakhapatnam, May 1:
In order to clear extrarush
of passengers, Indian
Railways has decided to
augment the following
trains with additional
coaches asdetailed below:-

1. ThetrainNo. 08581
Visakhapatnam - SMV
Bengaluru Special Express
trainwill beaugmented with
one (01)3AC-Ecomany
Coach from 04.05.2025 to
25.05.2025.

2. Thetrain No. 08582
SMV  Bengaluru -
Visakhapatnam Special
Express train will be
augmented with one (01)
3AC-Ecomany Coachfrom
05.05.20251t0 26.05.2025.

3. ThetranNo. 08545
Visakhapatnam — Kurnool
City Specid Expresstrainwill
be augmented with one (01)
3AC-Ecomany Coach from
06.05.2025t0 27.05.2025.

4. ThetrainNo. 08546
Kurnool City -
Visakhapatnam Special
Express train will be
augmented with one (01)
3AC-Ecomany Coachfrom
07.05.20251t0 28.05.2025.

5. Thetrainno. 08579
Visakhapatnam -
Charlapalli Special Express
trainwill beaugmented with
one (01) 3AC-Ecomany
Coach from 02.05.2025 to
30.05.2025.

6. Thetrain no.08580
Charlgpdli - Visakhapatnam
Specia Expresstrainwill be
augmented with one (01)
3AC-Ecomany Coachfrom
03.05.2025t0 31.05.2025.

Anti-Naxal
operation aims
to free area
from Maoist
control: 1G
Bastar

Sundarraj

Jagdalpur, May 1 (UNI)
: The Inspector General of
Police(1G) for Bastar region
in Chhattisgarh, Sundarraj
P, has said that the ongoing
anti-Naxal operationinthe
Karenguttahillsfor the past
nine days aims to liberate
the areafrom the control of
the banned Maoist
organisation and make the
land safe for its original
inhabitants.

He revealed that the
outcome  of these
operationsisnot limited to
the number of Maoists
killed or arms recovered.
The objective of the
operationisto freethearea
from the Maoi st
organisation’s control and
restore safety for the native
residents.The Maoists
have planted several IEDs
along the hills, rivers, and
valleys in the sacred land
of Bastar, warning thelocal
tribal population not to
enter their own land.
Sundarraj questioned who
gave the Maoists the right
to indulge in such heinous
acts and harm innocent
civilians, animals, and other
living beings.The
martyrdom of innocent
tribal woman Sushila Sodi,
whowaskilled in aMaoist
|ED explosionwhilegrazing
cattle in the Usur area of
Bijapur district on March
30, 2025, and the sacrifices
of many children, women,
men, and security personnel
who have fallen victim to
Maoist violence, have
drenghened our redlve hesad.

Design a Digital Clock for Indian
Railways - Win Rs 5 Lakh!

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, May 1:
Indian Railways has
announced a nationwide
competition to design new
digital clocks, whichareto
beinstalled across all
railway stationsin the
country. Railway has
invited entriesfrom the
creative people. This
competitionaimsto
standardize the digital
clocks used on platforms
and stations and will be
open to three categories
of participants:
professionals, college/
university students, and
school students.
Onegrand winner,

whose design gets
selected for use across
Indian Railways, will
receiveafirst prizeof 75
lakh. Additionally, each of
the three categorieswill
have five consolation
prizes of Rs50,000 each.
Participants must
submit their designs
online between May 1 and
May 31.According to Mr.
Dilip Kumar, Executive
Director (Information &
Publicity), Railway Board,
entries must be submitted
in high resolution without
any watermark or logo,
along with acertificate of
originality. Participantsare
allowed to submit multiple

designs, and each entry
must be accompanied by a
brief concept note
explaining thetheme and
idea behind the design. It
isessential that all
submitted designs are
original and do not violate
any intellectua property
rights or copyrights.

In the school category,
students up to class 12
areeligibleand must
upload avalid school ID
card. The college category
includesindividuas
currently enrolled in any
recognized university or
college. All otherswill fall
under the professional
category.

Grand Cartoon Festival in Mumbai

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, May 1 :
Cartoonists Combineis an
organization of all-India
Marathi cartoonists
founded by Shiv Senachief
Balasaheb Thackeray at
Shiv SenaBhavanin 1983.
The organization organizes
grand cartoonist
conventions in various
citiesevery year. Thisyear,
on the occasion of World
Cartoonist Day, this
cartoon convention will be
held at Ola Vakola Hall,
Santacruz East on 5th and
6th May 2025. Shiv Sena
leader Subhash Desai will
be the specia guest at the
convention. Theprogramis
organized by Cartoonists
Combine President Sanjay
Mistry, Shiv Sena MLA
Sanjay Potnis, and Sandesh
Chavan of OlaVakola.
Thiscartoon exhibition
isopentothe public free of
chargefrom 10 amto 8 pm
every day. The specialty of
this convention is the
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cartoon exhibition, cartoon
competition, lectures and
seminars along with
demonstrations by
renowned
providing training on

cartooning. Fans will also

SCR registers record
12.363 million

tonnes freight loading
in April 2025

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Hyderabad, May 1:
The South Central
Railway (SCR) Zonehas
recorded 12.363 million
tonnes (MTs) of freight
loadinginApril 2025
which is the highest ever
for the last month in any
year.Theincremental
loading wasmainly
possible due to the robust
increasein loading of Iron
Oreand Cement
commodities, SCRsaidin
arelease here on
Thursday.

Thefreight loading
has witnessed 6 percent
growth when compared to
thelast year (11.640 MT).

The Cement loading
registered at 3.243MTs
whichis 18 percent more
when compared to 2.740
MTsregistered last year.

Similarly, Ironore
loading registered at 0.765
MTswhich is 39 percent
more when compared to
0.550 MTsregistered last
year. Coal, the major
loading commodity of
the Zone contributed its
best with 6.100 M Ts
loading during the
month (Last year 6.150
MTs).

Other significant
commoditieswhich have
contributed towards
overall freight loading of
SCRinclude: Food grains
(0.502MTsvs0.420 M Ts),
Fertilizers(0.507 MTsvs

0.560 M Ts), Raw materials
for steel plants (0.430 M Ts
vs0.410 MTs), Containers
(0.185MTsvs0.210 M Ts)
and Other Goods (0.631
MTsvs0.600 MTs).

The Zone has been
giving special thrust
towards strengthening its
freight traffic by
implementing awide
variety of initiatives and
special measures.

The Zone has been
moving in aproactive
manner to streamlinethe
supply of wagons and
monitoring the movement
of freight trains.

Lauding the efforts of
all the departmentsfor
excellent coordination for
thisremarkable
achievement, SCR General
Manager Arun Kumar
Jain, stated that inspite of
the Zone carrying out
major infrastructureworks
and operating special
trains, meticulous
planning of both
Passenger and freight
operations has led to this
stupendous achievement.

He commended the
effortsof al team
memberswho have
contributed to this
significant achievement
and advised to maintain
the same tempo to achieve
record annual
performanceinthefreight
segment during the
current financial year.

cartoonists

get the opportunity to draw
their own cartoons in this
convention.

Fans will get the
opportunity to see rare
cartoonsfromahundredyears
agointhecartoon exhibition.

Punjab Govt
overhauls

legal team

New Delhi, May 1
(UNI): Inasignificant
administrative move, the
Punjab Government on
Wednesday announced
the continuation and
appointment of multiple
law officersinthe office of
the Advocate General
(AG), tasked with
handling the State's
litigation before Punjab
and Haryana High Court
and the Supreme Court of
India

The comprehensive
reshuffle and extension
order includes111 law
officers across various
designations, Additional
Advocate Generals
(AAGS), Senior Deputy
AGs, Deputy AGs,
Assistant AGs, and
Advocates-on-Record, in
both Chandigarh and
Delhi.

Among those granted
an extension is Senior
Advocate Shadan Farasat,
who has been serving as
anAAG for Punjabinthe
Supreme Court.

Advocates Gaurav
Dhama, Rgjat Bhardwaj,
and Rajesh Mahajan will
also continue asAAGsin
Delhi, whileAdvocate
Vivek Jain has been newly
appointed to the same
rank.Other key extensions
in Delhi include Talha
Abdul Rehman, Rishikesh
Kumar, and Bhakti Pasrija,
who will continue as
Deputy Advocate
Generas(DAGS). Prateek
Krishan Chadaand
Tushar Sannu Dahiya
havejoined thelegal team
asnew DAGs.
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