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Govt commitied 10 Madras High Court stays TN laws on VCs
end Naxalism: PM  appointment by govt to State-run varsities

New Delhi, May 21 (UNI) : Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday lauded the security forces for
eliminating 27 Naxalsin an encounter in Chhattisgarh and
reaffirmed the government's commitment to eradicatethe
menace of Naxalism and ensurealife of peaceand progress
for the people.Reacting to Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's post on X, Modi said, "We are proud of our forces
for thismomentous success. Our government iscommitted
to eradicating the menace of Maoism and ensuring alife of
peace and progress for the people.Describing the killing
of 27 dreaded insurgentsin Chhattisgarh's Narayanpur as
a"historic achievement” inthefight to eliminate Naxalism,
Shah had said the government was determined to eliminate
Naxalism before March 31 next year.

Atleast 27 Naxa swerekilled and severa othersinjured
in an encounter with security forces in four different
districts of Chhatt-isgarh on Wednesday, police said.
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Chennai, May 21 (UNI) :
The Madras High Court on
Wednesday evening
ordered interim stay on the
laws vesting the powers to
the Tamil Nadu Government
on appointment of Vice-
Chancellors(VCs) for state-
run Universities.

On a petition filed by a
BJPmember from Tiruneveli
contending that state
government appointing VCs
contradicts UGC guidelines,
a Division Bench
comprising Mr JusticesG R
Swaminathan and

V Lakshmi Narayanan
granted the interim stay
while rejecting the Tamil
Nadu government's
submission on hearing the
matter without givingtimeto
fileitsreply. Appearing for
the State government,
senior counsel and DMK
Rajya Sabha MP P Wilson
sought to know the need for
taking up the matter
urgently by the vacation
Bench that too at 1800 hrs
in the evening.

He also argued that
hearing the matter without
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giving enough time for the
government to file its reply
was unfair. However, the
Bench rejected it and
granted the interim stay.

It may be noted that
Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi did not give his assent
to the Bills passed in the
State Assembly, that
included removing himfrom
the post of de-facto
Chancellor of State-run
varsities and making the
Chief Minister as Chancellor
with powersto appoint V Cs.

Since they was long

delay on the part of Raj
Bhavan in giving its assent
to the Bills, the Tamil Nadu
government moved the
Supreme Court against it.
The Apex court had on
April 8, using the powers
vested with it under Article
142 of the Constitution,
delivered a landmark and
historic verdict ruling that all
the Bills pending with the
Governor were deemed to
have got his assent.
Apart fromindicting the
Governor for withholding
(Contd on page 6)

From ’Look East’ we have moved a
step ahead to ‘Act East’. Northeast
is the Ashtalakshmi that has the

potential to drive India’s progress

b3

Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

EVENT HIGHLIGHT

2000+ high level delegates - policymakers,
industry leaders, investors, multilaterals

and start-ups

20+ hours of dialogue across 9+ priority

sectors

A DECADE OF TRANSFORMATION THROUGH VARIOUS GOVERNMENT OF INDIA INITIATIVES

Fast-tracking projects

e Completion of Bogibeel & Dhola-Sadiya bridges

erase long Brahmaputra detours.

Expanding connectivity and Infrastructure

® 5,000 km of new / upgraded highways have

transformed surface connectivity.

17 airports including 8 new airports now links

opportunities

Networking Opportunties

Mission-Mode Schemes

5

Live

Northeast to rest of India and international locations.
20 waterways in NER-declared as National waterways.

Increase of 1,909 km in railway tracks since 2014-15.

Program to be live
telecasted by DD News

TO REGISTER

® Various schemes like PM-DevINE, UNNATI, NESIDS being

leveraged in developing key infrastructure

Health
® Establishment Of Cancer Care Facilities At Dr. B. Borooah Cancer

Investment exhibition & start-up showcasing

® Around 1500 PMKVY centers & over 100 ITls established in NER
® Around 13 lakhs youths have been trained under PMKVY

Institute (BBCIl) Guwahati At An Estimated Cost Of Rs 129 Crore

Under PM-DevINE Scheme

visit risingnortheast.in
or scan the QR code

Sanjay Jha-led delegation
leaves for 5-nation tour

Aspart of India sglobal outreach, aparliamentary
delegation headed by JDU’s Sanjay Jhaleft for afive-
nation tour to convey India sresolvefor zerotolerance
against terrorism and contours of Operation Sindoor
inwhich nineterrorist campsweredestroyedin Pakistan
and Pakistan-Occupied Jammuand Kashmir. Beforeleaving,
theddegation wasbriefed by foreign secretary Vikram
Misri on government’s position on terrorism and
commitment to eliminate not only terrorists but also
their sponsors. (See on page 2)

India rejects Pakistan's
allegations over Balochistan ...

New Delhi on Wednesday rejected Pakistan's
alegations regarding Indian involvement in the terror
attack on a school bus in the restive Balochistan
province and said it was intended to divert attention
from Islamabad's reputation asthe "global epicentre of

terrorism”. ( See on page 4)

Gwalior to host Madhya
Pradesh League from June 12

l u.— e

The Madhya Pradesh League (MPL) is set to
return for itslatest season, commencing June 12 with
matches being held in Shrimant Madhavrao Scindia
Cricket Stadium in Shankarpur, here. The Madhya
Pradesh League has been relocated from Indore to
Gwalior in view of the advancing monsoon in Indore
and delay in the conclusion of the Indian Premier
League(IPL). (See on page 7)

I —
Supreme Court grants interim
bail to Ashoka University ....

R
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bail toAli Khan Mahmudabad, an Associate Professor
at AshokaUniversity, in acaserelated to his Facebook
post on Operation Sindoor, India’'s military response
to the Pahalgam terror attack.  (See on page 8)
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KTR accuses
Congress Govt of
corruption and
governance failures

Hyderabad, May 21
(UNI) : BRS Working
President K T Rama Rao
launched a scathing attack
on the Congress
government, accusing it of
turning governance into a
"commission-driven
circus' and using notices
toformer Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao as a
diversionary tactic.

Speaking to the media
in Nalgonda, KTR alleged
that the Congressregimeis
steeped in corruption, with
commissions of 20-30 per
cent becoming routine.

“Eventheir own MLAS
and ministersadmit that no
work happens without
commissions,” he said,
pointing to arecent protest
by contractors at the
Deputy CM’s office as
evidence of widespread
graft.

KTR claimed that the
Congress-BJP alliance is
conspiring to tarnish the
Kaleshwaram Project and

that noticesto KCR are part
of thispolitical agenda.
Heasserted, “ Truth and
justice will prevail—we
have full faith in the
judiciary.”
Highlighting
governance lapses, KTR
cited failures such as the
collapse of the Sunkishala
retaining wall, the
submergence of the Vattem
pump house, repeated
damage to the Pedda Vagu
project, and the
government's inaction in
the SLBC tunnel tragedy,
where bodies remain
unrecovered months | ater.
He further accused the
Congressof usinginquiries
and committees to avoid
deliveringonitssix electora
guarantees.“We will not
stop until every promiseis
fulfilled—from Rs2,500 for
women to pensions and
gold for brides,” KTR
declared, warning that
continued failures could
provoke public revolt.

Seethakka praises
academic excellence
of Tribal students

Hyderabad, May 21 (UNI) : The Academic Success
Meet 2025 was held at Komaram Bheem Adivasi Bhavan
in Banjara Hills under the aegis of the Tribal Welfare

Department on Wednesday.

The event celebrated the academic achievements of
tribal students from various educational institutionswho
excelled inthe 10th standard, Intermediate, EAMCET, and

JEE Mainsexaminations.

Panchayat Raj, Rural Devel opment, Women and Child
Welfare Minister Dr Dhanasari Anasuya Seethakka was
the chief guest at the ceremony. She felicitated the high-
performing students and congratulated the dedicated
teaching staff for their unwavering support in helping
tribal students outperform even their peers from private
institutions.In her address, Minister Seethakka
emphasised the transformative power of education. “For
along time, tribal communities were held back due to a
lack of access to quality education. We were unfairly
branded and pushed to the margins. But today, tribal
students are standing shoulder to shoulder with others,
proving their excellence,” she said.

She lauded the efforts of teachers who went the extra
mile to ensure students achieved top marks, calling their
dedication pivotal to this success. As a token of
appreciation, studentsfromtheTribal GurukulaFineArts
College presented the Minister with a saree featuring

traditional tribal artwork.

The event concluded with Minister Seethakka and
other dignitaries sharing a festive lunch with the state
rankers, marking amoment of pride and unity.
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Jammu on Wednesday.

Security personnel display the preparedness near the International Border, during a media tour, on the outskirts of

KTR facilitates release of six
youth from Malaysian jail

Hyderabad, May 21
(UNI) : BRSWorking
President K T RamaRao
(KTR) facilitated the
release of six menfrom
Telanganawho werejailed
inMalaysiaunder arms-
related charges.

Themen, from
Lingapur and Munyal
villagesin Nizamabad
district, had travelled
abroad in search of
employment but were
arrested due to alack of
awareness of local laws.

ActingonKTR’s
directive, Khanapur in-
charge Bhukya Johnson
Naik personally visited
Malaysiatwice, arranged
legal aid, paid court fines,
and ensured the safe

return of the men to India.
The rescued individuals
— Rachakonda Naresh,
Talari Bhaskar, Gurujala
Shankar, Gurijala
Rajeshwar, Gunda
Srinivas, and Yamunaoori
Ravinder —met KTRin
Hyderabad today and
expressed their heartfelt
gratitude.

KTR expressed
concern over the lack of
support from the Indian
Embassy and Telangana
government officials,
calingitafailureto
provide even basic legal
assistance. He praised
Johnson Naik for his
dedication and selfless
service, a statement said
on Wednesday.

saraswati Pushkaram enters 7th day amid devotion
and spiritual fervour in Kaleshwaram

Hyderabad, May 21
(UNI) : Thesacred
Saraswati Pushkaram has
entered its seventh day in
Kaleshwaram, arevered
TrilingaKshetraknown
for itsspiritual, historical,
and natural significance.

Thousands of
devotees are continuing
to throng the Triveni
Sangam—the confluence
of the Godavari, Pranahita,
and Saraswati rivers—to
take holy dips and offer
prayers, with the
Saraswati Aarti emerging
as akey attraction.

The government has
also made thedivineritual
accessible through live-
streaming.Kaleshwaram
holds aunique placein

Indian spiritual
geography. Here, the
Saraswéti River—revered
as Brahmapatni—joinsthe
Godavari and Pranahita
rivers.According to
mythology, this site
witnessed the
simultaneous
manifestation of Yamaand
Shivaintheform of
lingamson asingle
panavatta. The temple
town thus symbolises
both salvation and
judgment, making it one of
the most spiritually potent
locations in the country.
The presence of
Saraswati hereis
particularly significant.
Although theriver is
believed to have

disappeared due to
geological shifts centuries
ago, legends state that it
till flows underground in
Kaleshwaram. Thishas
made the town the only
location in southern India
where Saraswati
Pushkaramsareofficialy
observed.It is also one of
the few placesin the
country where Saraswati
isworshippedin her form
asMaha Saraswati, while
her other forms, Gyana
Saraswati and Bala
Saraswati, are worshipped
in Basaraand Kashmir
respectively.

Devotees, young and
old, have been seen
bathing in the sacred
confluence with chants of

BJP slams CM Revanth Reddy’s
remarks on national security

Hyderabad, May 21
(UNI) : BJP Legislative
Party leader  Eleti
Maheshwar Reddy
strongly  condemned
Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy’s remarks,
alleging that the Modi-led
central government yielded
to pressurefrom former US
President Donald Trumpin
its response to Pakistan.

In a media statement
issued on Wednesday,
Maheshwar Reddy
described the comments as
“ignorant, irresponsible,

DGP Jitender felicitates 52 police personnel

for outstanding performance

Hyderabad, May 21
(UNI) :Director General of
Police (DGP) Dr Jitender
felicitated 52 police
personnel for their
exceptional performance
incrimeinvestigation,
detection, and other
critical areasof policing.

The ceremony was
held at the DGP Officeon
Wednesday, where the
officers were presented
with certificates of
appreciation and cash
rewards.

Speaking at the event,
Dr Jitender noted that the
Telangana Police has
emerged as the top-
performing police
department in the country,
as per the India Justice
Report 2025.He also
highlighted the
Department’s|eadership
in mobile phonerecovery,
attributing these
achievements to the

dedication and consistent
efforts of police personnel
across the state. He urged
officersto continue
striving for excellence,
uphold integrity, and
strengthen public trust
through sincere service.

Director General of
CID, ShikhaGosl,
elaborated that the 52
officers were chosen after
adetailed review of their
performancein2024. The
evauation covered key aress
such asgrave crime
detection, securing
convictions, liquidation of
undetected cases,
execution of non-bailable
warrants, timely disposal
of POCSO cases, high
performancein National
Lok Adalats, recovery of
fundsin cybercrime
cases, and detection of
property offences.

In addition to
individual recognitions,

the top-performing
units — Hyderabad,
Medak, and
Ramagundam — as well
as the top 10 police
stations, identified
based on citizen
feedback mechanisms,
including QR code
responses, were also
honoured for their
service excellence.
The ceremony was
attended by several
senior officials,
including Director
General (Intelligence) B
Shivdhar Reddy,
Additional DGPs
Mahesh M. Bhagwat
and Anil Kumar, |GPs
M. Ramesh,
Chandrasekhar Reddy,
Ramesh Naidu, and
Srinivas, CID DIG Sri
NarayanaNayak, CID SP
Srinivas, and other
dignitaries, a statement
from DGP officesaid.

and bordering on treason.”

He said that the Indian
Army’s retaliatory strikes
on terrorist camps in
Pakistan following the
Pulwama and Pahalgam
attacks gand as evidence of
the Modi government’s firm
stance against Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism.He
accused CM Revanth Reddy
of parroting ascript written
by Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, aimed at appeasing
party leadership while
undermining national
security.Maheshwar Reddy

alleged that Congress
leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge, have repeatedly
made statementsin a*“ pro-
Pakistan tone,” which he
said reflects the party’s
“bankrupt politics.”

He also criticised
Congress's historical
handling of Kashmir,
blaming leaderslike Nehru
and Indira Gandhi for past
policy failures, and credited
the Modi government for
decisive actions like the
abrogation of Article 370.

Panchayat Secretary
caught red-handed while
accepting a bribe

Hyderabad, May 21 (UNI) : In another case, the Anti-

Corruption Bureau (ACB) on Wednesday caught a

Panchayat Secretary from Gottumukkala Village in
Nizamabad district red-handed while allegedly accepting

abribeof Rs18,000.

The accused officer, Katkam Ganga Mohan, was
apprehended around 12 pm when he allegedly demanded
and accepted the bribe from a complainant in return for
improperly allotting a house number and assessment
number to an open plot, bypassing due procedures
necessary for further registration.

Initially, the officer had demanded Rs 20,000, which
was later negotiated down to Rs 18,000. The tainted
amount was recovered from his possession during the
trap operation, based on information provided by the

complainant.

A chemical test confirmed the presence of the bribe
traces on both of the officer’s hands and the left pocket
flap of histrousers, which had comeinto contact with the
money. The ACB stated that the officer had acted
dishonestly andin violation of hisofficial dutiesto secure

an undue advantage.

The complainant’s identity has been withheld for
security reasons.The accused officer was being arrested
and produced before the 11 Additional Special Judge for
SPE & ACB Cases, Nampally, Hyderabad.

"Hara Hara Mahadeva'
echoing across the ghats.
The atmosphere has been
filled with devotional
fervour, as conch shells
are blown and prayers are
offered to theriver
goddess and Lord Shiva.
On the seventh day of
thefestival, tradition
holds that charity and
good deeds carry special
merit. Eldershavelong
maintained that bathing
alone does not bring
spiritual benefits unless
coupled with acts of
kindness and giving.
History and local
beliefs suggest that
donating food, clothing,
bedding, or even symbolic
homes on this day brings

immense blessings. While
the ritual has evolved into
acommunity sentiment
over time, itsoriginal
purpose—cultivating
compassion and
humanity—remains
relevant. The natural
landscape of
Kaleshwaram enhances
the spiritual experience.
Unlike the upper reaches
of the Godavari, which
receivelimitedinflows, the
region sees a significant
volume of water dueto
the confluence with the
PranahitaRiver.

This ensures a
consistent water supply
for the Pushkaram
festivities and reduces the
risk of waterborne

diseases. Though the
river appears narrow due
to wide sandbanks
stretching over two to
threekilometres, the
volume and purity of
water make Kaleshwaram
anideal location for such
a holy event.With the
Telangana state
government’sofficial
organisation of the
Pushkarams,
Kaeshwaram’s spiritual
legacy isnow receiving
broader recognition. As
pilgrims continueto flock
to the site, Saraswati
Pushkaramin
Kaleshwaramremainsa
profound expression of
faith, tradition, and
community spirit.

Modi Govt committed to total
eradication of terrorism:
Union Minister Bandi Sanjay

Karimnagar, May 21
(UNI) : Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs
Bandi Sanjay Kumar on
Wednesday said that the
Narendra Modi-led central
government is firmly
committed to eradicating
terrorisminall itsforms.

He was speaking at an
Anti-Terrorism Day rally
organised by the
Karimnagar Didtrict Cricket
Association.

Launching the rally by
waving the national flag,
theUnion Minister said the
mindset of the people
across the country has
changed significantly after
thePahalgamincident, with
citizens now expressing
readiness to support the
fight against terrorism
alongsidethearmed forces.

He lauded the Indian
Army’s swift and precise

action in crossing into
Pakistani territory to
destroy terrorist camps
without harming civilians.
"The credit for these
successful operations goes
entirely to our brave
soldiers. Their use of
advanced technology and
strategic precision has
ensured the safety of our
borders,” he stated.
Highlighting Pakistan’s
continued support for
terrorism, Kumar said,
“That country has become
a safe haven for terrorists,
providing both shelter and
finencid assstance. TheModi
government recognised this
threat and took decisve steps
to dismantle terrorist
infrastructure across the
border.” Referring to
previous terror attacks
such asthe Mumbai blasts,
Lumbini Park, Gokul Chat,

and Mecca Masjid
incidents, he noted that
these tragic events had
awakened astrong sense of
unity and patriotism among
citizens."It isheartening to
seethat people, NGOs, and
state governments are
standing firmly behind our
armed forces,” he added.
Kumar emphasised the
need for collective action
against terrorism, urging
every citizen—regardless
of age or background, to
participate in the fight.
“There should be no
ambiguity in our resolve.
Terrorisminany form must
be completely eradicated.”
He & so commended the
Karimnagar Digtrict Cricket
Association for organising
the rally and raising
awareness about national
security on the occasion of
Anti-Terrorism Day.

Rainbow Children’s Hospital
completes eighth gene therapy
for Spinal Muscular Atrophy

Hyderabad, May 21 (UNI) : Rainbow
Children’sHospital (RCH( on Wednesday
said it has successfully administered ‘ gene
therapy’ to achild diagnosed with Spinal
Muscular Atrophy (SMA), marking the
eighth such treatment carried out at the
hospital, a significant milestone in
paediatric healthcare.The therapy was
administered under the supervision of Dr.
Ramesh Konanki, Consultant Pediatric
Neurologist, Rainbow Children’sHospital,
Secunderabad, the hospital said in a
release here.As part of the treatment

protocol, the child received Zolgensma, a
one-time gene therapy specifically
developed to treat Spinal Muscular
Atrophy (SMA) by replacing the defective
SMN1 gene responsible for the condition.
Administered through an adeno-
associated viral vector, thetherapy enables
the production of the SMN protein, which
is essential for survival of motor neurons
and thus the muscle function.With a cost
of around Rs 14 crore per dose, Zolgensma
is considered one of the most expensive
therapies currently available worldwide.
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Stations are developed as City Centres with provision of amenities like roof plaza, retiring room, spacious circulating area etc.
* Virasat bhi Vikas bhi - designs of station buildings inspired by local architecture

* Provision of segregated entry & exit gates, better parking, lift, escalator, executive lounge, waiting area, travelator and
Divyangjan friendly facilities

* With the integration of multi-modal connectivity these stations will become the centre of socio-economic activities of the region
\- Energy efficiency and green measures used to mitigate environmental impact /

Narendb;‘a Modi

Prime Minister
(Through Video Conferencing)

Thursday 22™ May, 2025 at 10:30 hrs
5 In the August presence of ¢

K. Kailashnathan | N.Rangasamy Ashwini Vaishnaw Arjun Ram Meghwal
Lt. Governor, Puducherry Chief Minister, Puducherry | Union Minister of Railways, Information & Broadcasting Union Minister of State for Law & Justice
and Electronics and Information Technology (Independent Charge) and Parliamentary Affairs

INDIAN RAILWAYS

DD watch the Event Live at DD News www.indianrailways.gov.in Follow us on @ @ @ /RailMinIndia
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Study shows ageing
can reduce

effectiveness of
CAR-T cell
cancer therapy

Age-related declineintheimmune
system can have ameasurableimpact
on CAR-T cell therapy -- one of the
most advanced forms of cancer
Immunotherapy, according to astudy.

CAR-T therapy works by
engineering a patient's T cells to
recognise and destroy cancer cells.

The study led by Swiss
researchers found that CAR-T cells
from aged mice had poor
mitochondrial function, lower
"stemness," and reduced antitumour
activity.

It was due to a drop in levels of
nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide
(NAD) -- a molecule essential for
cellular energy and metabolism of
mitochondria, said theteam from the
University of Lausanne (UNIL), the
Lausanne University Hospital
(CHUV), the Geneva University
Hospitals (HUG) and the Ecole
Polytechnique Fédérale de L ausanne
(EPFL).

"CAR-T cells from older
individuals are metabolically
impaired and significantly less
effective. What's exciting isthat we
were able to rejuvenate these aged
cells by restoring their NAD levels
-- reviving their antitumour function
in preclinical models," said Dr.
Helen Carrasco Hope.

"Our findings strengthen the
growing recognition that ageing
fundamentally reshapesimmunecell
function and metabolism.

“They highlight the urgent need to
model age more accurately in
preclinical studies so that therapies
are developed with the real-world
cancer population in mind -- where
most patientsare older adults,” Hope
said.For the study, published in the
journal Nature Cancer, theteam used
NA D-boosting compounds currently
under clinical investigation for other
conditions, demonstrating that this
approach is translatable and
potentially applicablein humans,

"This is a major step toward
personalised and age-conscious
Immunotherapy," said senior author
Dr. Nicola Vannini."By correcting
age-related metabolic defects, we
could improve outcomes for alarge
segment of cancer patients."”

The study addsto agrowing body
of work showing that ageis not just
a chronological number, but a
biological factor that can shape
therapy response.The researchers
called for age to be systematically
considered in the development and
evauationaf adl-bessdimmuncthergpies.

Free Medical Services for Thalassemia India rejects Pakistan's
Patients at Kamineni Hospitals
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(Sandard Post Bureau)

If either parent is a
carrier of Thalassemia
Minor, there is a high
chance that their children
may inherit Thalassemia
Major. This is a serious
condition that can become
lifethreatening if neglected.
However, if diagnosed in
time, children can be
managed  effectively
through regular blood
transfusions and
medications.

To raise awareness
among parentsand conduct
Thalassemia-related tests
for children, Kamineni
Hospitals, Hyderabad, is
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organizing a free
hematology camp. The
campwill beheld daily from
9:00AM to4:00 PM, where
pediatricians,
hematol ogists, and genetic
specialists will conduct
various diagnostic testsfor
children. Those interested
inavailingthefreetestscan
contact 8985450534 for
more details and
registration.
Onthisoccasion, Dr. S.
Narasimha Rao, Head of
Pediatrics and Senior
Consultant Pediatrician,
stated as “If children often
appear tired or weak, have
paleor yellowish skin, show
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delayed growth, an
unusually large abdomen,
abnormal facial bone
structure, frequent feversor
infections, or dark-colored
urine — these could be
signs of Thalassemia.
Parents should immediately
seek medical adviceand get
their children tested. Early
detection and timely
treatment can help save
lives”

Also present at the
event were Consultant
Pediatrician Dr. Kanchan S.
Channawar, Consultant
Medical Oncologist Dr. S.
Jayanti, Consultant
Medical Oncologist and

Hematologist Dr. M.
Srinivas, Head of Genetics
and Molecular Medicine
and Senior Consultant Dr.
Annie Q. Hasan, Genetics
Counsellor Dr. Sreelatha

Komandur, Head of
Immunohematology and
Transfusion Medicine and
Senior Consultant Dr. N.
Vivekananda, and
Consultant in
Immunohematology and
Transfusion Medicine Dr.
Anne Puneet Babu, who
participatedinthecampandare
condudtingfreeHemoglohinand
Hemoglobinopathy
Screening (HPLC tests)
for children.

UNIX Launches the Drake Tower
speaker for Home Entertainment

(Sandard Post Bureau)
UNIX, a leading
homegrown tech brand in
India, hasunvelleditslatest
audio innovation — the
Drake Tower Speaker. With
an emphasis on immersive
sound, bold design, and
unbeatable value, this new
speaker is set to transform
home entertainment for
music enthusiasts across
the country. The product is
now availableonthe UNIX
Indiawebsiteand at leading
retail stores across India
The Drake Tower
Speaker stands out both in
performance and
aesthetics. With apowerful
60W RMS output, driven
by a 5.25-inch subwoofer,
this speaker is engineered
todeliver rich, room-filling
sound, whether you're
hosting a lively party,
enjoying a movie night, or
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simply listening to your
favourite tracks. The
speaker promises a
dynamic listening
experience with deep bass,
crisp highs, and balanced
mids, cateringto all musical
genres.Measuring 24 x 10x
5 inches, the speaker’s

sleek, floor-standing
design is enhanced by
vibrant, dynamic LED
lighting that creates an
immersive atmosphere. Its
True Wirdess Stereo (TWS)
functiondity alows users to
wirdedy partwoDrakeunits,
creating a powerful stereo
soundstage ideal for larger
spaces or gatherings.

The Drake Tower
Speaker offers versatile
connectivity  options,
including Bluetooth 5.0,
USB, AUX, and a Mic
Socket, making it easy to
connect with various
devices. Additionally, the

included wireless
microphone makes it
perfect for karaoke

sessions. For those who
prefer to customise their
sound, the speaker features
built-in bass and treble
controls, allowing users to

fine-tune their listening
experience.

Speaking on thelaunch,
Sandeep Bafna, Co-
Founder of UNIX, said,
“The Drake Tower Speaker
is designed to make a
statement, whether it's in
the sound, the design, or
the experience. We wanted
to bring the power of
professional-grade audio
into everyday homes,
making high-quality sound
accessible without the
premium pricetag.”

UNIX proudly supports
the ‘Made in India
initiative, further
strengthening its presence
in the Indian market. With
millions of products sold
across the country, UNIX
continues to be a trusted
nameinconsumer dectronics,
offering reliable and
affordable tech solutions.

allegations over
Balochistan bus attack

New Delhi, May 21 (UNI) New Delhi on Wednesday
rejected Pakistan's allegations regarding Indian
involvement in the terror attack on a school bus in the
restive Balochistan province and said it was intended to
divert attention from | slamabad's reputation asthe " global

epicentre of terrorism".

Responding to media queries, the official
spokesperson of India's Ministry of External Affairs,
Randhir Jaiswal, said it has become "second nature for
Pakistanto blame Indiafor al itsinternal issues," but this
attempt to "hoodwink the world is doomed to fail™'.

Five people, including three students, werekilled and
several others injured when terrorists attacked a school
bus in Khuzdar district of southwestern Pakistan's
Balochistan province earlier inthe day.Jaiswal said India
consoles the loss of lives in al such incidents."India
rejects the baseless allegations made by Pakistan
regarding Indian involvement with theincident in Khuzdar
earlier today. India condoles the loss of livesin al such
incidents."However, in order to divert attention from its
reputation as the globa epicenter of terrorismand to hideits
own gross failings, it has become second nature for
Pakistan to blame Indiafor al itsinternd issues. Thisatempt

tohoodwink the world is doomed to fail ,"

Jaiswal added.

Gong to hold Jai
Hind meetings
nationwide from
May 24-31

New Delhi, May 21
(UNI) The Congresson
Wednesday announced
that the party will
organise Jai Hind
meetings across the
country from May 24 to
31, to salute the valour of
the Armed Forces during
Operation Sindoor.

Addressing a press
conference here,
Congress leaders Col
Rohit Chaudhry along
with Wing Commander
AnumaA charya (Retd)
asked the government to
tell the people of the
country as to how the
Pahalgam terror attack
happened and how India
launched Operation
Sindoor.

Givinginformation
about the Jai Hind
meeting, Col Rohit said,
"Inthefirst phase, 16
cities have been selected
where'Jai Hind' meetings
will beheld. Inthese
meetings, wewill salute
the bravery of our
soldiers'.

“The country has been
going through a very
difficult phase for almost a

AINU Visakhapatnam Performs AP First UroLift Procedure
Revolutionizing Urologlcul Care for High- Rlsk Elderly Patients

(Sandard Post Bureau)

In a groundbreaking
achievement, the Asian
Institute of Nephrology
and Urology (AINU),
Visakhapatnam, has
successfully performed
Andhra Pradesh’s first
UroLift®  procedure,
offering new hopeto elderly
patients with complex
medical conditions.

The patient, a 72-year-
old gentleman with a
history of heart issues,
chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD)
and long-term catheter
dependence due to benign
prostatic hyperplasia
(BPH), had undergone
multiple unsuccessful
attempts at catheter
removal.Considering the
patient’s high cardiac and
anesthetic risk, Dr. G
RavindraVarma, Managing
Director and Senior
Consultant Urologist,
opted for the UroLift®
System— a minimally

|
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invasive procedure that he
safely performed under
local anesthesia.

He was joined by Dr.
Amit Saple, Executive

Director and Senior
Consultant Urologist, and

Dr. P. Sridhar, Consultant
Urologist, in executing this
successful intervention.
The UroLift® System
usestiny implantstoliftand
hold the enlarged prostate
tissue away from the

urethra, thereby restoring
normal urine flow without
cutting or removing tissue.

Following the
procedure, the patient was
ableto void spontaneously
and is now catheter-free,

significantly improving his
comfort and quality of life.

"Thiswasatechnically
challenging casein a high-
risk patient. The success of
achieving a catheter-free
outcome using the
UroLift® system under
local anesthesia marks a
significant advancement in
managing BPH in elderly
patients,” said Dr. G.
RavindraVarma, Managing
Director, Senior Consultant
who performed the
procedure.

Dr. Amit Saple added,
“TheUroLift® Systemisa
game-changer for high-risk
BPH patients. It provides
rapid symptom relief with
minimal downtime, whichis
a key concern for many
elderly men.” This
successful case not only
sets a state-wide precedent
but also reinforces AINU
Visakhapatnam’s
commitment to pioneering
advanced and personalized
urological care.

month. From April 22
itself, the Congress party
has given full support to
the government and we
have told the government
that wewill stand firmly
with you in every strong
action taken against
Pakistan,” he said.

He emphasised that
the grand old party fully
supported Operation
Sindoor launched by the
government.

He praised the armed
forces for destroying
several terror hubsin
Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

Raising question on
the announcement of
ceasefire, theArmy
veteran said, “We were
winning, our army was
foiling Pakistan's drones,
missilesand al other
types of attacks...It was
the fourth day of the
battle, but suddenly in the
evening a ceasefire was
announced”.

Alleging that the
ceasefire was announced
from American soil, which
was amatter of shamefor
all, Col Rohit said, “The
country was united in this
entire situation, but the
government imposed a
ceasefireon us’.

Hesaid, "Inmy career,
| have never seen
terroristskill peopleone
by one, find a safe route
to escape and then
escape".

Healleged that it was
"ahuge failure of security,
afailureof theHome
Ministry".

Moreover, Anuma
Acharyadammed Prime
Minister NarendraM odi
for calling ameeting of
NDA Chief Ministerson
May 25.

“Regarding PM Modi's
meeting with NDA Chief
Ministers on 25th, we
want to ask what crimes
did the Opposition Chief
Ministers commit, why
werethey not called in
this meeting? Our demand
isthat al the Chief
Ministers of the country
should be included in this
meeting,” she said.

She also questioned
the absence of the Prime
Minister in both theAll-
party meeting.
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Chennai, May 21 (UNI)
. After boycotting the last
meeting citing neglect of
the State by the Centre,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
will bevisiting Delhi to take
part in the Niti Aayog
meeting on May 24, even
as he slammed Opposition
AIADMK leader Edappadi
K Palaniswami attributing
motives to the visit.

In a statement here on
Wendesday, Mr Stalin said
he was going to Delhi to
secure the state's rights.

Stating that he stood
firm in his principles, Mr
Stalin asserted that he
would fight and secure the
duefundsfor the statefrom
the Centre.

He said the State
government has filed a
petition in the Supreme
Court to secure the state's
rights and against the
Centre's refusal to release
Rs 2,152 crore duefundsto
TN under the SSA scheme
for the school education
sector as the state rejected
the NEP-2020, which
envisaged implementation
of the three-language
formula and imposition of
Hindi, as against the long
followed two-language
policy inthe State.

Taking a dig at Mr

Palaniswami for attributing
motives to his Delhi visit,
Mr Stalin said he would
remain ideologically firm
and fight for the rights of
the state.

Seeking to know why
his visit to Delhi pains Mr
Palaniswami, who is aso
the AIADMK General
Secretary and the Leader of
the Opposition in the State
Assembly, the Chief
Minister said "from
Sasikalato Amit Shah, the
person may change, but his
(Palaniswami) habit of
crawling and prostrating
under the table has never
changed.”

"Even beforethe saliva
on thetongue that declared
that there was no alliance
with the BJP, could dry, Mr
Palaniswami, who had
transformed into 'Pulikesi'
(a comic Tamil movie
character) after asingleraid
and rushed to wave the
whiteflag, hasno shamein
accusing me of
surrendering”, Mr Stalin,
said, strongly reacting to
hiscriticisms.

"This hand of Stalinis
one that holds the red-
black flag of the DMK. The
hand lifted by Perarignar
(DMK Stawart andlate CM
C N Annadurai). The hand

that walked holding
Kalaignar's (DMK Leader
and late CM Karunanidhi’s)
hand. | will awayshold the
flag for rights. | will never
crawl,” hesaid.

"Eventoday, | havefiled
acaseinthe Supreme Court
for the rights of Tamil
Nadu,” Stalin said and
asserted that “I will stand
firminmy principles. | will
fight and secure Tamil
Nadu's rightful share of
funds".

Mr Palaniswami has
criticised Mr Stalin’s
decision to attend the NI TI
Aayog meeting in Delhi
and alleged that it was
intended for personal gain
rather than for the larger
welfare of Tamil Nadu.

He questioned the
sudden change in his
stance and recalled that Mr
Stalin had earlier boycotted
the NITI Aayog meetings
in protest against the Union
Government’s alleged
neglect of Tamil Nadu.

Hinting at the recent
Enforcement Directorate
raids which had unearthed
Rs1,000 croreirregularities
in the state-owned
TASMAC, the Opposition
leader questioned the
timing of the CM’svisit to
the National Capital.

Three children drowns in river,
TN CM announces solatium

Chennai, May 21 (UNI) : Threechildren
weredrowned inariver whilehaving abath
at Arasur villagein Villupuram district of
Tamil Nadu on Wednesday evening.

Police said the deceased were
identified as Sivasankari (18), her younger
sister Abhinaya(14) and Rgjesh (13).

While Sivasankar and Abhinayawere

Rajendran.

daughters of Palani, Rajesh was the son of

All the three hailed from Arasur
village. Chief Minister M K Stalin
expressed deep anguish and grief over
their deaths and announced a solatium
of Rs three each to their parents from
the Chief Minister's Public Relief Fund.

Madras High Court stays TN .....

(Contd from page 1)

the Bills terming it as
illegal’, theApex Court also
fixed time frame for the
President and the
Governors to give their
assent to the Bills.

Armed with the Apex
Court order, the Tamil Nadu
government notified al the
10Actsinthegazette. It was
for the first time in the
history the Bills have
become Laws without the
assent of either the
President or the Governor.

The Apex Court order
waswelcomed by almost all
partiesin the State, barring
the BJP.

Making a Statement in
the Tamil Nadu Assembly
soon after the verdict was
pronounced, Chief Minister
and DMK President M K
Stalin termed the order
against the Governor
withholding assent to the
Bills passed in the House
as a historic verdict for al
statesand avictory for state
autonomy and federalism.

Hesaid thisverdict was
not only amgjor victory for
Tamil Nadu but avictory for
all stategovernmentsinthe
country.The Tamil Nadu
government fought for
upholding DMK 'slifelineof
State autonomy and federal
principles." Tamil Nadu will
fight...Tamil Naduwill win",
he said.

Observing that Tamil
Nadu has got a historic
verdict from the Supreme
Court, he said the Governor
has returned several Bills
passed in the State
Assembly without giving
his assent."When they are

passed again in the House
for the second time and
forwarded to him for his
assent, the Governor ought
to have given his assent as
mandated by the
Constitution. But Mr Ravi
did not give his assent,
delayed it and also said he
has powers".

When the Tamil Nadu
government moved the
Supreme Court against this,
the Apex Court accepted
the genuine arguments of
Tamil Nadu and declared
that the Governor's action
in not giving assent to the
Bills as illegal and
erroneous in law and that
the Bills are ought have
been received the assent.

"It'sahistoric verdict"”,
he said, and also thanked
the members of various
parties who spoke in the
House hailing the Apex
Court verdict and the
efforts taken by the DMK
government in upholding
autonomy and federalism.

Inalandmark ruling, the
Supreme Court held that
Tamil Nadu Governor Ravi’s
decision to withhold assent
from ten re-enacted bills
and reserve them for the
President was “illegal,
erroneousin law, andliable
to be set aside.”

A Bench comprising
Justices J.B. Pardiwalaand
R. Mahadevan ruled that
the Governor failed to act
in good faith, especially
since the bills had been
pending with him--the
oldest since January 2020--
and were reserved for
Presidential consideration
only after theAssembly re-

enacted them following the
Court’s verdict in the
Punjab Governor's case.

Theverdict had clarified
that Governors cannot
indefinitely sit on
legislation passed by the
State Assemblies.

The Court declared that
the ten bills are deemed
assented by Governor after
their second passage by
the State Assembly.

Any action taken by the
President on these billswas
also declared non-estinlaw
(was set aside), the Apex
Court ruled.

Following the Supreme
Court order, Leaders of all
the aliance parties of the
DMK, including the
Congress, VCK, MDMK,
the Left Parties and other
partners hailed the verdict
condoning the Governor's
action and stepped up their
demand for hisrecall.

They said the Governor
should no longer continue
in Office after being
indicted by the Supreme
Court, which had ruled that
all the Billspending before
him deemed to have
received his assent.

They demanded that the
Governor should either be
recalled, ousted or resign
from the post.It may be
recalled as the Governor
and the Governor has been
having differences of
opinion of several issues,
political partiesleadershad
earlier also demanded his
recall and the DMK also
adopted a resolution
demanding abolishing the
post of Governor at its
Legal Wing meet.

Youth Cong files
FIR against Amit
Malviya, Arab

Goswami

New Delhi, May 21
(UNI) : The Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) on
Wednesday said it has
lodged an FIR against BJP
leader Amit Malviya and
journalist Arnab Goswami
under non-bailable
sections for allegedly
defaming leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul  Gandhi and
"conspiring" to link the
Congressto Turkiye.

Youth Congress
national spokesperson
Varun Pandey said that the
FIR was lodged on the
instructions of the
organisation's in-charge
Krishna Allavaru, Youth
Congress president Uday
Bhanu Chib and legal
department national
chairman Rupesh Bhadoria.

After theregistration of
the FIR, Chib and
Bhadauria alleged
maliciousattempt to defame
the Congress."This FIR
sends a clear message that
any attempt to spread fake
news against the party or
its leadership will be met
with a strong legal and
political response,” he
said.The FIR charges the
two with spreading fake
news, inciting hatred and
endangering national securrity.

Five killed, six
hurt in bus-

tempo van smash

Chennai, May 21 (UNI)
: Fivepeoplewerekilled and
six others were injured
when the tempo van in
which they were travelling
collided with aTamil Nadu
State Express Transport
Corporation (TNSETC) bus
at Chengipatti village in
Thanjavur district of Tamil
Nadu on Wednesday night.

Police said the accident
occurred at an overbridge
on the Thanjavur- Trichy
National Highway.While
four people were killed on
the spot, another person
died onway to the hospital,
where the injured were
admitted for trestment.The
tempo, whichwascompletely
damagedintheaccident, was
coming from Karnataka and
was heading towards
Thanjavur, whiletheTNSETC
buswasproceedingto Trichy
when the mishap occurred.
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Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Guptaand state Minister Ashish Sood flag off '‘KhalsaTirangaYatra, in New Delhi.

Apollo Spectra Hosp launches advanced
Rafaelo procedure for treating haemorrhoids

Chennai May 21 (UNI):
The Chennai-based Apollo
Spectra Hospital on
Wednsday announced the
launch of revolutionary
Rafaelo Procedure
(Radiofrequency Ablation
of Haemorrhoids under
Local Anaesthesia) for
treating piles.

It is a cutting-edge,
minimally invasive
radiofrequency therapy for
haemorrhoids that offers
precise delivery and quick
recovery.

Hospital Senior
Consultant GI - Minimally
Invasive& Robotic Surgery
Dr. Vani Vijay isone of the
few experts in the country
pioneering this advanced
minimally invasivesurgical
technique, performed as a
daycare procedure, offering

patients faster recovery,
reduced pain, significantly
fewer risks, and best-in-
class outcomes.

Apollo Spectra
Hospitals, part of the
Apollo Hospitals Group,
specialises in planned
daycare surgeries across
key specialities, with a
strong focus on Proctol ogy
care, especially
haemorrhoids, or
commonly known aspiles.

The condition affects
around 40 million peoplein
India, with a million new
casesyearly, most common
between the ages of 45 and
65. Many avoid treatment
due to stigma or fear of
surgery, according to a
press release.

The Rafael o Procedure
offersaminimally invasive,

daycare solution using
radiofrequency ablation.
Performed under regional
anaesthesia, it causes
minimal discomfort and
enables a quicker return to
normal activities.

The Rafael o Procedure
iscarried out by utilising a
specialised probeto deliver
controlled radiofrequency
energy to haemorrhoidal
tissue. This causes
coagulation, dehydration,
and contraction of the
haemorrhoidal cushions,
symptomatically treating
without  annihilating
intervening healthy tissue.

Thetreatment isaround
30 minutes and is suited to
same-day  discharge.
Compared to conventional
hemorrhoidectomy, wherein
asurgical excision is done

with spinal or general
anaesthesia involving
overnight stay with a 2—-3-
week recovery time, the
Rafaelo Procedure is
simpler and lessinvasive.

Since this procedure
does not involve tissue
incision, it preserves the
surrounding anatomy,
minimising trauma, and
greatly accelerates healing.
Dr. Vani Vijay said, "The
Rafael o Procedure marksa
significant advancement in
the treatment of
haemorrhoids.

With its minimally
invasive radiofrequency

technology, patients
experience faster
recovery, minimal

discomfort, and excellent
recovery with minimal or
no chances of relapse.

or officialsin India misuse their privileges and statusin

New Delhi, May 21 (UNI) Indiaon Wednesday declared
aPakistani High Commission official hereas"personanon

grata’ for indulging in activities not in keeping with his

official status.In amediarelease, the Ministry of External

Affairs said the official has been asked to leave India

within 24 hours.

"The Government of India has declared a Pakistani
official, working at the Pakistan High Commissionin New
Delhi, personanon gratafor indulging in activitiesnot in

keeping with his official statusin India. The official has
been asked to leave India within 24 hours,” the media
release said.India also issued a demarche to the Charge

d’ Affaires of the Pakistan High Commission here asking

himto "strictly ensurethat none of the Pakistani diplomats

Advertisement No. 45/2025

SCsteps in to ensure
protection for domestic
violence victims

New Delhi, May 21
(UNI) Inalandmark move
aimed at strengthening the
enforcement of the
Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act,
2005, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday (May 20) issued a
slew of directions to the
Central Government, States
and Union Territories to
ensure full and effective
implementation of the law.

A bench, comprising
Justices B V Nagarathna
and Satish Chandra
Sharma, passed the order
whilehearing apleafiled by
the NGO, We the Women
of India.

The Court expressed
serious concern over the
continued gaps in
implementing the DV Act
and said that it wastimethe
law betrandated into “real
and accessible support”
for aggrieved women.

Among the Kkey
directives the court said,

mandatory appointment of
Protection Officers across
all districts and talukas, as
required under Section 9 of
the Act.Officers from
Women and Child
Development department
are to be identified and
designated for this role
within six weeks.These
officerswill beresponsible
for assisting women in
distress from filing
domesticincident reportsto
coordinating shelter and
support services.

The Court madeit clear
that Chief Secretaries and
departmental Secretaries of
all States and Union
Territories would be held
directly accountable for
implementing the
directions.Justice
Nagarathna stressed the
importance of public
awareness, directing wide
publicity for theAct andits
provisions through print,
electronic and social media

any manner".The latest development in the already
embittered relations between the two neighbouring
countries comes around a week after they declared one
official of each other "personanon grata'.

On May 13 night, an officia in the Pakistani High
CommissioninNew Delhi wasdeclared " personanon grata
by India after being found involved in spying activities.

Theofficial wasordered to leave Indiawithin 24 hours.

Alittlelater, Pakistan, in atit-for-tat move, did the same
withregardto an official of thelndian High Commissionin
Islamabad, accusing him of engaging in activities
incompatible with his privileged status. The official was
directed to leave Pakistan within 24 hours.

Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board

invites applications for the post of
Member (HR)

in

Airports Authority of India

Last date of submission of application by
the applicant is by 15:00 hours on

09.06.2025.

Last date of forwarding of applications by
the Nodal officers to PESB is
by 17:00 hours on

18.06.2025.

For details login to website

https://pesb.gov.in
CBC 03111/12/0003/2526
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| follow cleansing, toning
and moisturising regime’ «

Says Radhika Mandan as she talks about her beauty routine and personal style choices

adhika Mandan is popu-

larly known as Ishani for

her role in the successful

television series called

Meri Aashiqui Tum Se
Hi, and is currently busy shooting
for Jhalak Dikhlaja. In a candid
chat with Likhita Udyawar,
Radhika shares about her fashion
choices, style icons and favourite
brands.

What is your personal style
statement?

I am a very simple person and
you will find me in casuals most of
the time as I believe style comes
from being comfortable in what

BETTER LUCK
NEXT TIME!

you wear.

What kind of fabrics and
colours do you opt for
and why?

I prefer wearing soft fabrics and
feminine colours like aqua blue,
pink, white, red, fucshia pink etc.

When you are out for
shopping what do you look
out for?

I am a complete shopaholic, I end
up buying lots of stuff like shorts, t-
shirts,  ganjis, bandanas,
summer dresses, hats, flip-flops,
sling bags, cool eye shades in aqua
blue, green or pink.

Favourite fashion label?

I like the collection at Forever 21
for casual wear and Louis Vuitton,
Gucci, Cartier Christion, Dior for
my dresses and evening wear.

How do you prefer to dress
usually?

Funky & cool clothing which lets
me be myself.

What will you wear if you go
on a date?
My Attitude

Who's your style icon?

I adore Victoria Beckham’s
dressing style for formals and
casuals I am best being myself.

Who do you think is the best

dressed in Bollywood
and why?

In Bollywood I like Kareena
Kapoor Khan’s sense of style and I
am a huge Kareena fan.

One item of clothing you are
currently wearing most?

Currently I am rehearsing for
Jhalak. So most of the time I am in
my ganji, shorts and a cap. I feel
comfortable in these clothes and its
best while rehearsing.

What do your beauty
essentials include?

I follow cleansing, toning and
moisturising regime. My lip balm
and sunscreen by bobby brown are
a part of my essentials.

What is the best style advice
you ever got?

That I should be more experi-
mental with my dressing as a girl
because I am a tom boy by heart.

What is the most treasured
item in your closet?

My first Louis Vuitton handbag
gifted by my mom for scoring great
marks in my 10th boards.

In Bollywood | like Kareena
Kapoor Khan’s sense of
style and | am a huge
Kareena fan.

Radhika Mandan

Jacqueline Fernandez
was spotted at a product
launch event recently

in the city.
The Sri lankan
beauty was seen wearing

a floral printed crop top
and high waisted pants
combo by Sailex.
She usually manages to
steal the show but this
was not one of her best
looks. The golden
earrings she wore
were a  complete
mismatch; even her
make-up looked kind of

Kriti Sanon with Suml Agrawal; (mset) mod
latest jewellery colllection

e beauriful Kriti Sanon
rocked the stunning show-

stopper piece for Jaipur-

els showcasmg the

Week 2015.
The collection boasts traditional
styles and bold craftsmanship.

based Sunil Jeweller's Collection

Sunil Jewellers are experts at

Jaipur based Jeweller’s Collection

belongs to Jaipur since centuries.
Polki referred here is a natural
uncut flat Diamond which gives a
unique look & feel.

Kriti Sanon feels “The stunning
jewellery pieces have so much of
originality and finesse, mesmeris-
ing and charming. Sunil Jewellers
design line is so elegant and
suave... [ especially loved the piece
designed for me - it's spectacular,
unlike anything I have ever seen."”

Sunil Agrawal owner of the
brand mentions, “The philosophy
that we have adopted in this col-

compliment any Indian and west-
ern attires. It has been designed
with the aspiration to make one
feel empowered of possessions
handmade with love.”

The ensembles for the show
were designed by Mumbai design-
er OHM by Neena & Astha.

The collection is a stunner as it
flaunts antique gold work “chi-
trai”, the technique of gold
engraving  with  traditional
Rajasthani motif & designs. It just
does not get any better!

The collection gave -clear

patchy and uneven.

We

o matter where you are or what

| \ | you're eating, there's nothing quite

like a refreshing pitcher of iced tea.

Homemade green iced tea is quick and

instantly refreshing, and you can easily

customise it by adding fresh mint or juicy
fruit to taste.

to see her in a better
avatar next time!

A MATTER OF TASTEM

Green tea can help you lose fat, especially the
harmful abdominal fat. Here are a few refreshing
green tea recipes that will taste good and also
help you lose extra calories

hope ‘Ethnica -Fusion of Jaipur Jadau
and Polki’ at the India
International Jewellery

Jadau”. This work is a heritage old
art using enamel and polki's and

Kundan meena and “Jaipur

lection is very unique; yet on par
with the current trends with the
contemporary models that will

picture as to how the designer
admires and visualize today's
women.

An ethnic fusion

Kriti Sanon looked gorgeous as she walked the ramp for

a zero calorie beverage and can be used
daily in a weight loss meal plan.”

Arina Suchde - Chef, Mixologist,
Consultant & Trainer discover new ways
to enjoy your favorite beverage as she-
whips up a storm in her kitchen! Here are
some of the best iced (and the traditional

FLAVOUR 1: LIPTON PURE
& LIGHT GREEN TEA

LIPTON TEA BERRY
SMOOTHIE

PREPARATION TIME: 5-7 minutes

NUMBER OF SERVINGS: 2 servings
INGREDIENTS:

D 1 cup of Lipton Pure & Light Green Tea (pre-
pared as per instructions on pack & cooled)
D V2 cup Low fat Yogurt

D 2 cup Mixed frozen berries(raspberries,
blueberries, mulberry, blackberry)

METHOD:

Blend all ingredients in a blender till smooth.
Serve in a short glass with a straw and a few

FLAVOUR 2:
LIPTON HONEY

Sheela Krish , Diet, Nutriti hot) t ti t chopped berries.
& Wellness Consultant says “Green tea s right away. J #ELV\ION GREEN
LIPTON HOT
( FLAVOUR : LIFTON (C//‘/ -\ {'FLAVOUR 6: LIPTON TULSI ) TEA CIDER: |
‘ 5
PURE GREEN TEA - % NATURA GREEN TEA minutes
LIPTON FRUITEA : LIPTON POMEGRANATE NUMBER OF SERVINGS:
POPSICLES MARTEA'N 2 servings
PREPARATION TIME: 10 minutes plus PREPARATION TIME. 5 minutes INGREDIENTS:

NUMBER OF SERVINGS: 2 servings
INGREDIENTS:

D 2 tablespoons fresh pomegranate seeds
D 10 ml lemon juice

D 5-6 ginger juliennes
D Ice cubes ;i&
D 1 cup of Lipton g
TulsiNatura Green Tea (pre-
pared as per instructions
on pack & cooled)
) 60 ml pome-

freezing time

NUMBER OF SERVINGS: 1 serving

INGREDIENTS:

D 1 cup of Lipton Pure Green Tea (pre-

pared as per instructions on pack &

cooled)

D 30 ml Orange juice

D 30 ml Pineapple juice

D 10 ml Lemon juice

D '/ cup of chopped assorted seasonal
fruits (grapes, plum,

D 1 cup Water

D 1 cup Apple juice

D 1 Cinnamon stick

) 2 Star anise

D 2 Cloves

) 2 Lipton Honey Lemon
Green Tea Bags

D 2 Lemon slices
METHOD:

Add water, apple juice,
cinnamon stick, star

orange, mango, kiwi, \ granate juice 4 aniseand cloves to a
strawberry) ents and pour into popsicle moulds and b1 sprig of tulsi \ sauce pan and bring to a
METHOD freeze for a few hours. (Depends on the for gar- boil. Steep the Lipton
M'X allingredi-  gj7g of the mould available). Alternatively nish. ; green tea bags in the mix-
—— it can just be served in a tall glass Y ture for 2 minutes. Serve

B —— warm in tea cups and gar-

nish with lemon slices.

with ice as a drink.

AN

FLAVOUR 3: LIPTON MINT BURST

FLAVOUR 4: LIPTON LEMON ZEST

GREEN TEA

LIPTON LEMON AND RAW MANGO GRANITA:
PREPARATION TIME: 15 minutes

NUMBER OF SERVINGS: 2 servings

INGREDIENTS:

D 1 large or 2 medium raw mangoes

D 2 cups of Lipton Lemon Zest Green Tea (prepared as per instructions on
pack & cooled)

D 2 tsp roasted cumin powder

D A few drops of Tabasco

GREEN TEA

LIPTON TEA MOJITO:
PREPARATION TIME: 5 minutes
NUMBER OF SERVINGS: 1 serving
INGREDIENTS:

) /2 teaspoon honey

D /2 Cucumber (small dice)

D 1 lemon (cut into 4 wedges)

D 4-5 Fresh Mint leaves

D Crushed Ice

D 1 cup of Lipton Mint Burst Green Tea (prepared as per

instructions on pack & cooled) 4 D 1 Cup Crushed ice
. Soda to top METHOD:
METHOD: Boil the raw mango in water till soft (about 10 minutes); remove skin and

keep aside to cool. Once cooled, the mango is de-seeded, cut into
chunks and the pit is discarded. Add all ingredients to blender and blend
till smooth. Serve in a margarita glass and garnish with a slice of raw

In a tall glass, add honey, cucumber, lemon and mint. Fill
the glass half way with crushed ice and pour the cooled
Lipton green tea over it. Top with chilled soda. Serve with

Qstraw. /

mango on the rim.
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Indian Junior Women's Hockey Team Leaves
for Four Nuhons Tournument in Argenimu

Bengaluru, May 21
(UNI) Thelndian Junior
Women’'sHockey Team
left from Kempegowda
International Airport, here,
in the early hours of
Wednesday for the Four
Nations Tournament in
Rosario, Argentina.

Thefriendly
tournament, part of the
team'’s preparation for the

Man City's Rodri
returns after 8

months out

London, May 21 (UNI):
Manchester City midfielder
Rodri made hisreturn after
eight months out with a
kneeinjury.

Rodri received a
standing ovation as he
came on to replace Erling
Haaland in the 83rd minute
of City's 3-1 win against
Bournemouth at Etihad
Stadium on Tuesday.

Itisthefirst timethe 28-
year-old has played since
rupturing his anterior
cruciateligament (ACL) in
a2-2 draw with Arsenal in
September.

When Rodri sustained
theinjury, City weretop of
the Premier league but their
season unravelled and they
were forced to surrender
their titleto Liverpool, who
won the league with four
games to spare, the BBC
reported.

Pep Guardiola's side
currently sit third heading
into their final game of the
season against Fulham.

FIH Hockey Junior
Women'sWorld Cup in
December, will festure
Argentina, Uruguay, and
Chileaongsidendia, as
the teams battle it out for
top honours.

Scheduled from May
25toJune2 (IST), the
Four Nations Tournament
will seethe Indianteam
play two matches against

each of the participating
nations. The tournament
aimsto help theteam
evaluatetheir
performance, test
combinations, and refine
strategies ahead of the
World Cup.

The Indian squad,
coached by Tushar
Khandker, will beled by
goalkeeper Nidhi as

Captain, whileforward
HinaBano will serveas
Vice-Captan.

Indiawill opentheir
campaign against Chileon
May 25, followed by a
match against Uruguay on
May 26. On May 28, India
will face hosts Argentina,
completing the first round
of fixtures.

Speaking before the
team’sdeparture, Captain
Nidhi said, “The Indian
Junior Women’s Hockey
Team is excited about
the upcoming Four
Nations Tournament in
Argentina. We have
been working hard in
training, and we hope
our effortsreflect in the
matches. Playing
against stronger
opponents will only
help usimprove. We are
confident in our abilities
and look forward to the
upcoming games.”

Gwalior to host Madhya
Pradesh League from June 12

Gwalior, May 21 (UNI)
: The Madhya Pradesh
League (MPL) isset to
return for its latest
season, commencing June
12 with matchesbeing
heldin Shrimant
Madhavrao Scindia
Cricket Stadiumin
Shankarpur, here.

The Madhya Pradesh
L eague has been
relocated from Indoreto
Gwalior inview of the
advancing monsoon in
Indore and delay in the
conclusion of the Indian
Premier League(IPL).

Interestingly, Gwalior
also hosted the inaugural
edition of MPL last year,
making it afamiliar venue
for players and organizers
alike. Origindly, the
league was set to
commenceon May 27in
Indore, aligning with the
IPL’searlier scheduled
conclusion on May 25.

Organised by Gwalior
Division Cricket

Association (GDCA)
under the aegis of MP
Cricket Association, the
men’'s competition, which
featured five teamslast
season, has been
expanded to seven, with
theinclusion of teams
from the Bundelkhand and
Chambal regions.

Speaking about the
Madhya Pradesh League,
Chairman Mahanaaryaman
Scindiasaid,"Gwalior holds
agpecid placeinthe hearts
of our playersand fans, and
wearethrilledtoreturn here.
With two new men'steams
and the introduction of our
inaugurd Women's League,
we re proud to expand
opportunities for talent
across Madhya
Pradesh.Speaking about the
date and tournament,
Madhya Pradesh League
(MPL) CEO Ravi Patankar
said, "We are pleased to
confirmthat all logistical
preparations for the venue
shift have been

successfully completed.
With the new start date
firmly in place, welook
forward to delivering an
exciting and seamless
tournament for players
andfansalike.”
Thejersey unveiling
ceremony will alsotake
placein Gwalior on May
27. Thisseason will
witness the launch of a
Women's Cricket League,
whichwill beheld
alongside the men’s
matches. Thewomen’s
competition will feature
three teams, including one
representing the capital
city of Bhopal.
Men’steams. Gwalior
Cheetahs, Bhopal
L eopards, Jabal pur Royal
Lions, RewaJaguars,
Indore Pink Panthers,
Chambal Ghariyals,
Bundelkhand Bulls
Women'steams:
Chambal Ghariyals,
Bhopal Wolves,
Bundelkhand Bulls.

Djokovic
couldn't get
more out of
Murray

partnership

Geneva, May 21 (UNI)
Novak Djokovic said he
"couldn't get more" out of
his partnership with Andy
Murray but isin no rush to
find anew coach.

The Serb, who turns 38
on Thursday, parted
company with former rival
Murray earlier in May after
six months working
together.

Djokovic has taken a
wildcard into the Geneva
Open - one of the final
tournaments before the
French Open - as he looks
to find more rhythm on the
court, the BBC reported.

The French Open starts
on Sunday, with Djokovic
seeking a standalone
record 25th Grand Slamtitle.

On his time working
with Murray, Djokovic said,
"We felt like we couldn't
get more out of that
partnership on the court,
and that'sall thereistoit.

"My respect towards
Andy remains the same,
even moreactually, | got to
know him as a person.

"| think hehasabrilliant
tennis|Q, hehasavery rare
mind of a champion that
obviously has achieved
what he has achieved, and
he seesthegameincredibly
well."Djokovic has yet to
win a match on clay this
year, having suffered early
exits in Monte Carlo and
Madrid before skipping the
[talian Open.Lifting thetitle
in Geneva would make
Djokovicjust thethird man
in the Open erato win 100
ATPsinglestitles - as well
as be a welcome boost
before Roland Garros.

Djokovic is joined in
Geneva by Dusan Vemic,
who was previously part of
his team, and assistant
coach and analyst Boris
Bosnjakovic.

" At themoment, I'm not
in need of a coach,"
Djokovicsaid."l don't need
torushinany context. | feel
comfortable with the
people around me.

Ghampions Trophy 2023 sets new broatcastrecords

Dubai, May 21 (UNI) :
ThelCC Men’sChampions
Trophy 2025 was the most
viewed Champions Trophy
ever, recording a growth
over the 2017 edition.

The 2025 edition, played
in Pakistan and the United
Arab Emirates, saw 368
billion global viewing
minutes, a remarkable 19
percent increase from the
previoustournament heldin
England and Walesin 2017.

The premium event that
saw participation from eight
international teams drew
308 million global viewing
minutes per over, the most
ever for an ICC event.

Under the captaincy of
Rohit Sharma, India won
the trophy on the back of

unbeaten ru

throughout the tournament.

They beat the ICC
Men's Cricket World Cup
championsAustraliain the
semi-final before defeating
New Zealand in the grand
finde.

The final against the
Black Capson March9was
the most-watched
Champions Trophy fixture
ever, with 65.3 billion live
viewing minutes globally,
overtaking the record set
during the 2017 fina by a
whopping 52.1 percent, an
ICC report said.

It was also the third-
most watched gamein any
ICC event globally by live
watch time. In Indiatoo, it
wasthethird-most watched
ICC game ever, sitting
behind the 2023 Cricket

World Cup semi-final and
final, both of which featured
IndialCC Chair Jay Shah
regarded the Champions
Trophy’s success as a
marker of the game’'sglobal

growth.
“We are delighted to
share that the ICC

Champions Trophy 2025
has achieved record-
breaking global
viewership,” Shah said.
“Making it the most-
watched edition of the
tournament to date,” he
said.”“ These remarkable
numbersreflect the growing
global appeal of the game
and the strength of our
partnerships,” Shah added.
The tournament also
broke broadcast records in
prominent cricketing

territories, including
Australia, India and
Pakistan, and also made
waves in up-and-coming
markets.“We are especialy
grateful for the continued
innovation and investment
by the JioStar network in
India which delivered live
coverage across 29 unique
broadcast feeds in nine
languages, an effort that
played asignificant rolein
reaching new audiences
and deepening fan
engagement,” Shah said
regarding the coverage in
India

With the return of the
award-winning Indian Sign
Language feed and Audio
Descriptive Commentary,
coveragein Indiaacrossthe
JioStar network featured a

range of inclusive
innovations designed to
ensure al fans could enjoy
theunrivalled dramaof the

Champions Trophy,
culminating init becoming
the most watched

Champions Trophy ever in
the country.

The tournament
became the most watched
Champions Trophy in
Australia too, with the
overall viewing hours
going up by 65 percent
compared to the previous
edition.With enhanced
coverage featuring the
introduction of a Hindi
language feed, Amazon
Prime Video witnessed the
highest viewership of any
ICC event shown
exclusively onthe platform.

Bukit Jalil (Malaysia),
May 21 (UNI) : Indids star
shuttler and two-time
Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu suffered an early exit
fromthe MaaysiaMasters
2025 badminton tournament
after afirst-round defeat to
Vietnam’s Nguy?n Thuy
LinhattheAxiataArena, KL

Sports City, here on
Wednesday.
Sindhu, currently

ranked world No. 16, went
down11-21,21-14,15-21in

amatch lasting 63 minutes.
Despite a fighting
comeback in the second
game, the Indian acefailed
to maintain momentum in
the decider. This was
Nguy?n Thuy Linh's
second victory over Sindhu
infour meetings.
Sindhu’s early
elimination addsto astring
of disappointing
performances this season,
with her best result being a
quarterfinal finish at the

IndiaOpen in January.

In contrast, Indian
men’'s singles players
enjoyed a successful day.

World No. 35 HS
Prannoy came from behind
to stun fifth seed Kenta
Nishimoto of Japan 19-21,
21-17, 21-16, whileformer
world No. 1 Kidambi
Srikanth (WR 65) defeated
sixth seed Lu Guangzu of
China23-21,13-21,21-11to
book hisplacein the second
round.

Thebiggest upset of the
day came courtesy of
Sathish Karunakaran,
who beat third seed and
world championships
bronze medallist Chou
Tien-chen of Chinese
Taipei 21-13, 21-14ina
commanding display.

Youngster Ayush
Shetty added to India's
successwitha20-22, 21-10,
21-8 win over Canada's
Brian Yang. Shetty had
recently made headlinesby

reaching the semi-finals of
the Taipei Open earlier this
month.

However, it was a
disappointing outing in
mixed doubles for Indian
pairs. Ashith Surya-
Amrutha Pramuthesh were
ousted by top seeds Jiang
Zhenbang-Wei Yaxin of
China 12-21, 10-21, while
Rohan Kapoor-Ruthvika
Gaddelost 10-21, 14-21 to
fourth seeds Guo Xinwa-
Chen Fanghui.

Mumbai, May 21 (UNI)
Riding on a Suryakumar
Yadav masterclass and a

clinical bowling
performance led by
Mitchell Santner and

Jasprit Bumrah, Mumbai
Indians stormed into the
IPL 2025 playoffs with a
comprehensive 59-run
victory over Delhi Capitals
at the Wankhede Stadium
on Wednesday, .

Chasing 181 for victory,
Delhi never really got going
and were bundled out for
121in18.2 overs. Thefinal
blow came from Bumrah,
whose inch-perfect yorker
uprooted  Mustafizur
Rahman's middle stump to
seal the game and MI’s
placeintheplayoffs. It was
a fitting end to a ruthless
bowling display.

Earlier, Suryakumar's
sublime unbeaten 73 off 43
balls and a blistering late
cameo by Naman Dhir (24*
off 8) powered Mumbai to
180for 5 after being sentin
to bat. M1 recovered from
early setbacks — Rohit
Sharma fell cheaply, and
after promising starts from
Ryan Rickelton (25) and
Will Jacks (21), theinnings
was  anchored by
Suryakumar’s class and
innovation. His knock was
studded with 7 foursand 4
sixes, highlighted by a
lofted six over extra cover
to bring up hisfifty.

Dhir provided the late
fireworks in the 19th over,

slapping Mukesh Kumar
over extra cover and
launching a towering six
over midwicket, pushing
M1 to a defendable total.
Inreply, Delhi'sinnings
never gained traction. They
lost wicketsin aheap, with
both openersKL Rahul and
Faf du Plessis dismissed
inside three overs— Rahul
caught behind off Trent
Boult for 11 and du Plessis
mistiming alofted shot off
Deepak Chahar for 6.
Abishek Porel was
bamboozled by Will Jacks
drift and turn, stumped for
6.Vipra] Nigam (20 off 11)
briefly lifted hopes with a
flurry of boundaries,
including a six over cover
and a deft third-man touch,
but was undone by
Santner’s  variations,
caught and bowled
attempting a backfoot
punch. Santner, who
bowled beautifully
throughout, also dismissed
Sameer Rizvi (39),
Ashutosh Sharma (18) and
stifled DC’'s middle order
with remarkable control.
Rizvi’sdismissa marked
the beginning of theend —
a tossed-up delivery that
dipped and turned, bowling
him through the sweep
shot. Ashutosh was next,
lured out by flight and
stumped. Madhav Tiwari
and Kuldeep Yadav
followed quickly, both
bowled — one by a Jasprit
Bumrah special that dipped

sharply, and the other
caught trying to hit Karn
Sharmaout of trouble.

Tristan Stubbs fell lbw
to Bumrah, wasting a
review, and with wickets
tumbling regularly, the
result wasinevitable.

Boult (4-0-29-1), Santner
(4-0-11-3), and Bumrah (3.2
0-12-3) were exceptional,
while Karn Sharmachipped
in with one wicket. The
fielding was equally sharp,
with substitute Raj Bawa
taking afine catch at long-
on.For Delhi, the loss
ended their playoff hopes.
Only Sameer Rizvi showed
resistance, but lacked
support from therest of the
batting order. Mukesh
Kumar (2/48) and Kuldeep
Yadav (1/22) werethe only
bowlers who made some
impact.

Mumbai Indians’
emphatic victory not only
propelled them into the
final four but sent a strong
warning totheir rivals. With
form and momentum on
their side, the five-time
champions appear to have
peaked at theright time.

Brief scores:

M1 180/5 in 20 overs
(Suryakumar Yadav 73*,
Naman Dhir 24*; Mukesh
Kumar 2/48, Kuldeep Yadav
122)

DC 121 dl out in 18.2
overs (Sameer Rizvi 39;
Santner 3/11, Bumrah 3/12)

Result: Mumbal Indians
won by 59 runs

Path now clear for Nepal to
chase T20 World Cup dream

Kathmandu, May 21 (UNI) Nepal
captain Indu Barma is excited about what
liesahead after her sidewon through to the

ICC Women's T20 World Cup Global in a
Hamrokhelkud.com.

Quadlifier for thefirst time.

Nepal finished second at therecent ICC
Women'sT20World CupAsiaQualifier and
are now just one step away from featuring
at next year's| CC Women's T20 World Cup
in England. TheAsian sidewill now take part
inthe Global Qualifier tournament later this
year or in early 2026, with thetop four teams
from that event winning a spot at the 20-
over showcasein England in the middle of

next year.

Nepal will have their work cut out to
progress from the Global Qualifier, with
higher-ranked teams Bangladesh, Scotland
and Thailand and up-and-coming nation
USA their opponents that are already
confirmed and afurther five countries still
yet tojointhemin a10-team event that will
finalise the makeup of the next edition of
the Women's T20 World Cup.

But Nepal have already upset the odds
by defeating a higher-ranked team in the
UAE at the Asian Qualifier to ensure they
progressed to the Globa Qualifier and Barma
believes the recent showing in Thailand
displays what her side are capable of, an

ICC report said.“Global Qualifier is a
historic achievement that has al so opened
doorsfor other opportunities,” Barmasaid
video

published by

“Wearein ahappy mood. Thewin has
inspired us. It has shown that women’'s
cricket in Nepal deserves moreinvestment
and support
concerned,” she said.

Nepa'seffortsin Thailand at theAsian
Qualifier won praisefromahost of sources,
with PrimeMinister KP SharmaOli passing
on his congratulations shortly after the
achievement.

“A historic achievement for Nepal in
women'’s cricket... This is a moment of
pridefor Nepal,” Oli wroteon social media.

“Congratulations and best wishes.”

Former Nepal men's skipper Paras
Khadka also showed his appreciation of
the side's efforts and in particular those of
Barma following her Player of the Match

from the agencies

performance in the decisive Super Three

fixture against the UAE.

"Wow. Skipper leading fromthefront,"
Khadkawrote." Amazing commitment from
our women's cricket team to make to the
World Cup qualifiers."Congratulations
girls. You have made Nepal proud.”

Baramulla Police destroys huge
quantity of seized contraband

Srinagar, May 21 (
UNI) : BaramullaPoliceon
Wednesday destroyed
huge quantity of seized
contraband substance
worth crores and drugsin
presence of magistrate.

Police said the district
level Drug Disposal
CommitteeBaramulla
destroyed huge quantity
of

seized drugs and
psychotropic substances
under section 52A of
NDPSAct.

The seized contraband
substances of 33 cases of
Police Station Uri, Kreeri,
Sheeri, Baramulla, Boniyar
and Pattan were
destroyed, police said.

The substances
destroyed included 1.270
Kgsof Heroin, 1.703 kg of
Charas,13 Kgs of Poppy
Straw, 20.121, Kgsof
Ganja, Alprazolam 0.5mg

340 tabs, Spasmoproxyon
plus 68 caps, , Corex 54
Bottles, Corn Cob 112
gms, Tuskil-T Codinefive
bottles, Spasmed 10 Strip
240 Cap. worth crores.
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PM to inaugurate 103 redeveloped
Amrit Stations in 86 districts across
18 States and Union Territories

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, May 21: Prime
Minister Mr NarendraM odi
will visit Rgjasthan on 22nd
May. He will travel to
Bikaner and at around 10:30
AM, he will undertake
darshan at Karni Mata
templein Deshnoke.

Further at around 11:00
AM, Prime Minister will
inaugurate the redevel oped
Deshnoke Station under
the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme and flag-off
Bikaner-Mumbai express
train. Thereafter, hewill lay
the foundation stone,
inaugurate and dedicate to
the nation multiple
development projects
worth over Rs 26,000 crore
and also address a public
functionin Palana.

In line with his
commitment to constantly
improve and enhance the
rail infrastructure in the
country, PrimeMinister will
inaugurate 103 redevel oped
Amrit Stationsin 86 didtricts
across 18 Statesand Union
Territories of India
developed at acost of over
Rs 1,100 crore. Over 1,300
stations are being
redeveloped with modern
facilities, designed to
reflect regional architecture
and enhance passenger
amenities under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme.
Deshnoke railway station,
serving pilgrims and
tourists visiting the Karni
MataTempleamong others,
is inspired with temple

architecture and arch and
column theme. Begumpet

railway station in
Telangana is inspired by
the architecture of the
Kakatiya empire. Thawe
station in Bihar
incorporates  various
murals and art works
representing Maa
Thawewali, one of the 52
Shakti  Peethas and
depicting Madhubani
paintings. Dakor stationin
Gujarat is inspired by
Ranchhodrai Ji Maharg].
The redeveloped Amrit
stations across India
integrate modern
infrastructure with cultural
heritage, passenger-centric
amenities including those
for Divyangjan and
sustainable practices to
enhance the travel
experience.

Indian Railway is
marching towards 100%
electrification of its
network, making railway

operations more efficient
and environment friendly.
In line with this, Prime
Minister will lay the
foundation stone of Churu-
Sadulpur rail line (58 km)
and dedicate to the Nation
Suratgarh-Phal odi (336 km);
Phulera-Degana (109 km);
Udaipur-Himmatnagar (210
km); Phd odi-Jaisamer (157
km) and Samdari-Barmer

(129 km) rail line
electrification.
Inamajor boost to road

infrastructure in the state,
Prime Minister will lay the
foundation stone for
construction of 3 Vehicle
Underpasses, widening
and strengthening of
National highways. Hewill
also dedicate 7 roadways
projects in Rajasthan. The
roadways projects, worth
over Rs 4850 crore, will
facilitate smoother
movement of goods and
people. The highways
extend up to the Indo-Pak

border, enhancing
accessihility for security
forces and strengthening
India's defence
infrastructure.

Furthering thevision of
electricity for all and green
and clean energy, Prime
Minister will lay the
foundation stone of power
projects including Solar
projects at Bikaner and
Nawa in Didwana
Kuchaman, and
Transmission Systems for
Evacuation of Power Part B
PowerGrid Sirohi
Transmission Ltd and Part
E PowerGrid Mewar
Transmission Ltd. He will
also inaugurate power
projects including Solar
project at Bikaner,
Transmission system for
Evacuation of PowerGrid
Neemuch and from Bikaner
Complex, Augmentation of
transformation capacity at
Fatehgarh-11 Power Station
which will provide clean

Supreme Court grants interim bail to Ashoka
University Prof Ali Khan Mahmudabad

New Delhi, May
21(UNI) : The Supreme
Court on Wednesday
granted interim bail toAli
Khan Mahmudabad, an
Associate Professor at
Ashoka University, ina
caserelated to his
Facebook post on
Operation Sindoor, India's
military response to the
Pahalgam terror attack.

A Bench comprising
Justice Surya Kant and
Justice N. Kotiswar Singh
passed the order while
hearing Mahmudabad's
pleachallenging his arrest
and custody.

Although the Court
refused to stay the
ongoing investigations or
thetwo FIRsfiled by
HaryanaPolice, it directed
hisrelease oninterim bail.

“We direct that the
petitioner be released on
interim bail subject to
furnishing of bail bonds
to the satisfaction of the
Chief Judicial Magistrate
(CIM), Sonepat. There
shall be only one set of
bail bondsfor both FIRs,”
the Bench ordered.

The Court, however,
imposed strict restrictions
on Mahmudabad during
the bail period directing
that he must not publish
any online articles, posts,
or deliver speeches on the
issues related to this case.

Heisrestrained from
making any comment on
India's recent security
crisis or the counter-terror
operations and he is
required to surrender his
passport.

Significantly, the Court
also replaced the Haryana
Policewith a Special

Investigation Team (SIT)
to conduct the probe. The
SIT will be headed by an
Inspector General of
Police and must include
three I PS officers, none of
whom shall befrom
Haryanaor Delhi. One
member of the SIT must
be awoman officer.

“Having regard to the
contents of the two
alleged online posts, we
are not inclined to stay
the investigation at this
stage. However, to ensure
animpartial probe, we
direct the DGP, Haryanato
constitute a SIT of
officers outside Haryana
and Delhi,” the Court
stated.

During the hearing, the
Bench took serious note
of the language used in
Mahmudabad's Facebook
post, observing that it
could carry dual meanings
and potentially be
interpreted as insensitive
during anational crisis.

“It is unfortunate
when free speech is used
inamanner that may
humiliate or cause
discomfort to others.
Choice of words matters,”
Justice Kant observed.

The Court questioned
whether the post
sought cheap
popularity at atime of
national distress, even
as Senior Advocate
Kapil Sibal,
representing
Mahmudabad, defended
it as apatriotic and
anti-war message,
concluding with “ Jai
Hind.”“Everyone has
the right to free speech,
but also a duty to use it

responsibly. Rights
cannot exist in a
vacuum devoid of
duties,” Justice Kant
remarked, characterizing
some portions of the
post as “dog-
whistling.”

Mahmudabad was
arrested by Haryana
Policeon May 18in
Delhi and remanded to
two days of police
custody. The action
stemmed from two FIRs
filed over his Facebook
remarks on Operation
Sindoor, in which he
criticized Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism,
denounced war, and
urged right-wing
supporters to also
speak out against mob
lynching and property
demolitionsin India.

One of the FIRs was
based on a complaint by
Yogesh Jatheri, and
includes charges under
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita(BNS), including,
Section 196 (promoting
hatred), Section 197
(assertions prejudicial to
national integration),
Section 152 (endangering
the sovereignty and
integrity of India), and
Section 299 (culpeble
homicide).

The second FIR
followed acomplaint by
Haryana Women’'s
Commission Chairperson
Renu Bhatia, alleging the
post was insulting to
women officersinthe
Armed Forces. Charges
include, Section 353
(public mischief), Section
79 (insult to modesty),
Section 152 (again).

The Commission had
also issued a show-cause
notice, accusing
Mahmudabad of
promoting communal
disharmony and
disrespecting women
officerslike Colonel
SofiyaQureshi, who led
India'smediabriefing on
Operation Sindoor.

Mahmudabad, in
response, stated that the
Women’s Commission had
misconstrued hisremarks,
which, in hisview, praised
the officers but also
demanded that the
empowerment of women
reflectin ground realities
and institutional practices.

The Court pressed the
Additional Solicitor
Genera SV.Rau,
representing the State of
Haryana, to identify
specific content where
Mahmudabad allegedly
insulted women officers.

“TheFIR claimsinsult
towomen army officers.
Whereisthe line that
crosses the threshold?
Show us,” the Bench
insisted.

Raju acknowledged
that the content needed to
be examined moreclosely
and agreed to place
relevant material before
the Court.Withthe SIT
now in charge of the
probe and Mahmudabad
out oninterim bail, the
matter will continue before
the Supreme Court, which
will assess whether the
chargesmerit further legal
action, or whether
Mahmudabad's
statementsfall withinthe
ambit of protected free
speech.

energy and reduce carbon
emission.

PrimeMinister will also
lay the foundation stone,
inaugurate and dedicate 25
important state
government projects across
Rajasthan to enhance
infrastructure,
connectivity, power supply,
health services, and water
availability in the state.
These include laying of
foundation stone and
dedication to the nation of
projects for upgrading and
maintaining 12 State
Highways covering a total
length of over 750 kmworth
over Rs 3,240 crore; further
expansion under the
program includes an
additional 900 km of new
highways. Prime Minister
will inaugurate power
projects at Bikaner and
Udaipur. He will also
inaugurate Nursing
Colleges in Rajsamand,
Pratapgarh, Bhilwara,
Dholpur which will play a
key role in enhancing
health infrastructure in the
state.

He will also lay the
foundation stone and
dedicate to the nation
variouswater infrastructure
projects in the region
including Rural Water
Supply and Fluorosis
Mitigation Project in
Jhunjhunu District,
Restructuring of Urban
Water Supply Schemesin7
Townsof Pali District under
AMRUT 2.0, among others.

MANUU to host
UNICEF Media
Consultation on

Road Safety

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Hyderabad, May 21 :
The Department of Mass
Communication and
Journalism (MCJ), Maulana
Azad National Urdu
University (MANUU) in
collaborationwith UNICEF
India is hosting the
UNICEF National Media
Consultation on Road
Safety and Systems
Strengthening on 22 May
2025.

According to Prof.
Mohammad Fariyad, Dean
and Head, Department of
MCJ, Padma Shri awardee,
Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan will
preside over the program
and will deliver the
Keynote Address. The
notable speakers and
dignitaries including Ms
Zafrin Chowdhury, Chief of
Communication, Advocacy
and Partnerships, UNICEF
India; Mr Roman Chesa,
Chief Executive Officer,
ISADAK (An Abertis
Company); Dr Zelalem
Taffesse, Chief, UNICEF
Hyderabad Field Office;
Mr P Shiv Shankar,
Regional Officer, NHAI
Hyderabad; and Shri
Surendra Mohan, |IAS,
Commissioner, Transport
Department, Government of
Telangana, will be the
Guests of Honour.

Dr Syed Hubbe Ali,
Health Specialist from
UNICEF India Country
Office, will deliver a
detailed presentation on
child and adolescent
road safety
interventions. A panel
discussion and |deation
session will also be held
during the program.

Few WR trains affected due to
block at Valsad and Navsari
over Virar - Surat Section

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, May 21: A
Block of 2 hrswill be
undertaken on Monday &
Tuesday i.e. on 26th &
27thMay, 2025 for
launching of composite
girder for construction of
Road Over Bridge (ROB)
between Atul — Valsad
stations and de launching
of old Foot Over Bridge
(FOB) at North end at
Navsari station of
Mumbai Central Division.
Theblockswill be
undertaken on UP &
down Main Lines, dueto
which afew Western
Railway trainswill be
affected.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr
Vineet Abhishek, the
details of the trainswhich
will be affected due to the
block are asunder:-

Trains Cancelled on
26th & 27thMay, 2025:

1. TranNo69153
Umbergam Road - Valsad
MEMU will remain
cancelled.

2. TrainNo 69154
Valsad — Umbergam
Road MEMU will remain
cancelled.

Regulation of Trains

on 26th May, 2025:

1. TrainNo. 19015
Dadar — Porbandar
Expressjourney
commencing on 26th
May, 2025 will be
regulated by 20
minutes.

2. TrainNo. 12926
Amritsar — Mumbai
Central Paschim Express
journey commencing on
25th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 50
minutes.

3. TrainNo. 22954
Ahmedabad — Mumbai
Central Gujarat
Superfast Express
journey commencing on
26th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 30
minutes.

4. TrainNo0.22195
Virangana L axmibai
Jhansi — Bandra
Terminus Superfast
Expressjourney
commencing on 25th
May, 2025 will be
regulated by 25 minutes

Regulation of Trains
on 27th May, 2025:

1. TrainNo. 19015
Dadar — Porbandar
Saurashtra Express
journey commencing on
27thMay, 2025 will be
regulated by 25 minutes.2.
Train No. 09003 Mumbai

Central —Delhi AC
Superfast Special journey
commencing on 27th May,
2025 will beregulated by
30 minutes.

3. TrainNo. 19567
Tuticorin—Okha
Expressjourney
commencing on 25th
May,2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 50
minutes

4. TrainNo. 12926
Amritsar—Mumbai
Central Paschim Express
journey commencing on
26th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 50
minutes.

5. TrainNo. 19028
Jammu Tavi — Bandra
Terminus Express
journey commencing on
26th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 30
minutes.

6. Train No. 22954
Ahmedabad — M umbai
Central Gujarat
Superfast Express
journey commencing on
27th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hours
30 minutes.

7. TrainNo. 22195
Virangana L akshmibai
Jhand —BandraTeminus
S pafat Bqresjoumey e
cammatrgaBhVig/ 205w
regulated by 30 minutes

WR to run one way superfast
special train between
Bandra Terminus and Jaipur

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, May 21 : For the convenience
of passengers and to clear the extra rush
of passengers, Western Railway has
decided to run one way Superfast Special
Train on Special Fare between Bandra

Terminusand Jaipur.

According to apressrelease issued by
Chief Public Relations Officer of Western
Railway, Shri Vineet Abhishek, the details
of this specia trainisas under:

Train No. 04708 Bandra Terminus -

Jaipur Superfast Special

Train No. 04708 Bandra Terminus —
Jaipur Superfast Specia will depart from
BandraTerminuson Friday, 23rd May, 2025

at 15:00 hrs and will reach Jaipur at 10.40
hrs, the next day.

Enroute thistrain will halt at Borivali,
Palghar, Vapi, Valsad, Navsari, Surat,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand, Nadiad,
Sabarmati, Mahesana, Palanpur, Abu Road,

Falna, Marwar, Ajmer and Kishangarh

stations.

This train comprises of AC 3 Tier
(Economy) Coaches.

The Booking for Train No. 04708 will
open from 22.05.2025 at all PRS Counters

and on IRCTC website. For detailed

information regarding timings of haltsand
composition, passengers may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

ECoR, DRM inspects Divisional
Railway Hospital, Waltair

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Visakhapatnam, May
21:MrLalitBohra,
Divisional Railway
Manager of Waltair
Division, accompanied by
Dr. Sarat Babu, Chief
Medical Superintendent,
conducted a detailed
inspection of the
Divisional Railway
Hospital, Waltair Division,
Visakhapatnam today.
During the inspection,
DRM Shri Ldit Bohra
reviewed variousfacilities
including the Dialysis
Unit, Outpatient
Departments (OPDs),

Operation Theatres (OTs),
Medical and Surgical
Stores, and patient wards.
Heinteracted with the
patients and on-duty staff
to obtain firsthand
feedback on the quality of
healthcare services being
provided.

Expressing
appreciation for the
hospital's performance
and the dedication of the
medical staff, the DRM
offered constructive
suggestions for further
enhancing patient care.
He commended the efforts
of the staff and healthcare

workers, advised them to
continue providing
seamless, patient-friendly
services and to ensure
timely responseto medical
needs.The inspection was
also attended by Dr.
Charumathi, ACMSand
Dr.Laxman RaoACMS ;
Shri Jusuf Kabir Ansari,
Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer; Shri
Jagadish, Senior
Divisiona Engineer
(Headquarters); along
with other senior officials
of the hospital and
representatives from the
railway unions.
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