
Vol.12. No.191 MUMBAI Thursday, May 22, 2025 Pages : 8   Rs.1

STANDARD POST
ENGLISH DAILYwww.standardpost.in

Simultaneously Published from MUMBAI, DELHI, HYDERABAD, GUNTUR, PUDUCHERRY & VISAKHAPATNAM

(See on page 8)

( See on page 4)

(See on page 7)

(See on page 2)

IN BRIEF
Sex racket in
Mumbai
Busted, one
struggling
female model
rescued

Mumbai, May 21
(UNI) The Mumbai
police on Wednesday
busted a prostitution
racket and rescued a
struggling female model
from a hotel in Andheri
area of the city, officials
said.The Amboli police
took the action based on
a tip-off, they said.

"Following specific
information, the police
laid a trap at the hotel on
Veera Desai Road in
Andheri. and
apprehended a man,
identified as Sarfaraz
alias Mohammad Gulab
Phoolbabu Sheikh, a
resident of Versova in
Andheri. , for pushing
women into flesh trade.
one female model was
rescued," an official
said.A case under
sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) and the
Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act was
registered against the
accused man and his
aide at the Amboli Police
Station, he said, adding
that a probe into the case
was on.

Youth Cong
files FIR
against Amit
Malviya,
Arnab
Goswami

New Delhi, May 21
(UNI) : The Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) on
Wednesday said it has
lodged an FIR against
BJP leader Amit Malviya
and journalist Arnab
Goswami under non-
bailable sections for
allegedly defaming
leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi and
"conspiring" to link the
Congress to Turkiye.

Youth Congress
national spokesperson
Varun Pandey said that
the FIR was lodged on
the instructions of the
organisation's in-charge
Krishna Allavaru, Youth
Congress president
Uday Bhanu Chib and
legal department
national chairman
Rupesh Bhadoria.After
the registration of the
FIR, Chib and Bhadauria
alleged malicious
attempt to defame the
Congress."This FIR
sends a clear message
that any attempt to
spread fake news
against the party or its
leadership will be met
with a strong legal and
political response," he
said.The FIR charges
the two with spreading
fake news, inciting
hatred and endangering
national security.

26 Naxalites killed in
Chhattisgarh's
ongoing operation

Raipur, May 21 (UNI) :
At least 26 Naxalites have
been killed and many
others injured in an
ongoing operation
involving security forces
and left-wing extremists at
hilly areas of Abujhmad in
Narayanpur district of
Chhattisgarh, security
sources said on
Wednesday.Sources said
forces have surrounded
many senior commanders
of the extremists, adding
these top Naxalites include

Rupesh and Vikalp who
have been under the
security scanner for
sometime.Forces which are
a part of the ongoing
encounter include teams
drawn from District
Reserve Guard (DRG) from
Narayanpur, Dantewara,
Bijapur, Kodangaon and
North Bastar's Kanker
district. CoBRA
commandos and STF
jawans are also a part of
the operation.The
objective of the security

forces' action is to get the
areas known to be the
hotbeds of Naxalites
vacated and establish
permanent patrols of the
forces, according to
Chhattisgarh Home
Minister Vijay Sharma. He
said the ongoing operation
is based on intelligence
inputs. "The operation has
been successful," he said.

One jawan has been
martyred while another has
received injuries, sources
added.

Mumbai is the hub of
the country's most
funded startups:
Dy. CM Shinde

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, May 21 :

Maharashtra is the first state
to formulate a fintech policy
to provide financial support
to startups and industries
and Mumbai has become the
hub of the country's most
funded startups, said
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on
Wednesday.

Shinde said 24 per cent
of the country's total
startups are in Maharashtra.

The Deputy CM was
speaking at the Startup
Conclave 2025 jointly

organized by CSIR and three
major scientific institutions
at NESCO Center in
Goregaon.

Shinde said
Maharashtra is number one
in the country in terms of
startups and according to
the Economic Survey 2025,
there are 26,686 startups in
Maharashtra, which is 24 per
cent of the total startups in
the country.He also said that
Mumbai is becoming the
most suitable place for
startups due to the
availability of investors and
venture capital funds.

CM, Fadnavis
announces names
of farmers for DBT

(Standard Post Bureau)
Pune, May 21 : Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis on

Wednesday announced the list of names of eligible farmers
under the MahaDBT Shetkari Yojana during the 'State-Level
Kharif Season Planning Meeting.

The objective of this scheme is to facilitate distribution
of subsidies, assistance and other benefits to farmers and
for this, the Agriculture Department has implemented a
new method of 'first come, first served' for the application
selection process.Under this, 1,51,352 farmers have been
initially selected for the year 2025-26 and the estimated
subsidy amount to be given to them is Rs 839.55 crore.

Pune, May 21 (UNI)
W o r l d - r e n o w n e d
astronomer, Dr Jayant
Narlikar, was cremated with
state honours at the
Vaikunth crematorium here
on Wednesday.

On behalf of the
government, divisional
commissioner Dr
Chandrakant Pulkundwar
paid tribute by offering a
wreath on his mortal
remains. Deputy collector
Ramhari Bhosale, Sub-
Divisional officer Poonam
Ahire, Tehsildar Suryakant

Astronomer Dr Jayant Narlikar
cremated with state honours

Yewle, Dr Narlikar's family,
relatives and dignitaries
from various fields were
present.Earlier, the body of
Dr Narlikar was brought
from "Ayuka" to the
Vaikunth crematorium. The
national flag placed on his
mortal remains was handed
over to his family. The
policemen fired gun salute.

Earlier, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar paid last
respects to the mortal
remains of world-renowned

astronomer Dr Jayant
Narlikar and offered floral
tributes.Pune divisional
commissioner Dr
Chandrakant Pulkundwar,
city police commissioner
Amitesh Kumar, Pimpri-
Chinchwad police
commissioner Vinay Kumar
Choubey, Pune Municipal
Corporation commissioner
Dr Rajendra Bhosale, former
Union minister Prakash
Javadekar, Vice Chancellor
of Savitribai Phule Pune
University Dr Suresh
Gosavi, Pune city joint
commissioner of police
Ranjan Kumar Sharma and
others were present on the
occasion at the Inter-
University Astronomy and
Astrophysics Centre
(IUCA).Other dignitaries also
paid their respects by offering
floral tributes.The Chief
Minister and Deputy Chief
Minister met Dr Narlikar's
family and consoled them.

Come together to
destroy terrorists:
Aaditya Thackeray to
world community

Mumbai, May 21 (UNI) :Shiv Sena (UBT) leader and
former Maharashtra minister, Aaditya Thackeray, expressed
on Wednesday that it is important for the world to come
together to destroy terrorists.

Speaking about the all-party delegations visiting
countries friendly with India to inform them about India's
continuous efforts against terrorism, he said, "We are ready
to give our lives for the country.

We want to tell the world that the attacks were carried
out by Pakistan-based terrorists and it is very important
for the world to come together to destroy them."

'This is time to show
unity not to criticize:
MP Supriya Sule

Baramati, May 21 (UNI) :NCP (SP) MP Supriya Sule on
Wednesday called on all the opposition parties to show
unity and not to criticise the government over Operation
Sindoor.

"The current time is not to criticise the government.
This is the fight against terrorism. This is the time to show
unity of the country," she said.

"Even, NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar had said that we
will not criticise the government.

This is what we are saying. We will not criticise anyone.
This is not that time," Ms Sule added.

New Delhi, May 21 (UNI)
: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday lauded
the security forces for
eliminating 27 Naxals in an
encounter in Chhattisgarh
and reaffirmed the
government's commitment
to eradicate the menace of
Naxalism and ensure a life of
peace and progress for the
people.Reacting to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah's

Govt committed to end
Naxalism: PM Modi

post on X, Modi said, "We
are proud of our forces for
this momentous success.
Our government is
committed to eradicating the
menace of Maoism and
ensuring a life of peace and
progress for the people.

Describing the killing of
27 dreaded insurgents in
Chhattisgarh's Narayanpur
as a "historic achievement"
in the fight to eliminate

Naxalism, Shah had said the
government was determined
to eliminate Naxalism before
March 31 next year.

At least 27 Naxals were
killed and several others
injured in an encounter with
security forces in four
different districts of Chhatt-
isgarh on Wednesday,
police said. A soldier was
also killed and another
injured during the encounter.

New Delhi, May 21 (UNI) Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge and leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday paid tributes to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death
anniversary.

Calling Rajiv Gandhi, “a great son of
India,” Kharge on his social media handle X
said, “He inspired hope among millions of
Indians. His visionary and courageous
interventions were instrumental in preparing
India for the challenges and opportunities
of the 21st Century.“These include lowering
the voting age to 18, strengthening
panchayati raj, spearheading the telecom and
IT revolution, implementing a

Kharge, Rahul pay tributes to Rajiv
Gandhi on his death anniversary

computerisation programme, securing
sustained peace accords, launching a
universal immunisation programme, and
introducing a new education policy focused
on inclusive learning,” the Rajya Sabha
leader of Opposition said.

“Our deepest respects to the Former PM,
Bharat Ratna, Rajiv Gandhi on his
martyrdom day,” he added.Meanwhile,
Rahul Gandhi in an emotional post on X,
remembered his father and resolved to make
all his "unfulfiled dreams come true".

"Papa, your memories guide me at every
step. My resolution is to make your
unfulfilled dreams come true - and I will
definitely fulfil them," he said.

Supreme Court grants interim
bail to Ashoka University ....

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday granted interim
bail to Ali Khan Mahmudabad, an Associate Professor
at Ashoka University, in a case related to his Facebook
post on Operation Sindoor, India’s military response
to the Pahalgam terror attack.

Gwalior to host Madhya
Pradesh League from June 12

 The Madhya Pradesh League (MPL) is set to
return for its latest season, commencing June 12 with
matches being held in Shrimant Madhavrao Scindia
Cricket Stadium in Shankarpur, here. The Madhya
Pradesh League has been relocated from Indore to
Gwalior in view of the advancing monsoon in Indore
and delay in the conclusion of the Indian Premier
League (IPL).

India rejects Pakistan's
allegations over Balochistan ...

New Delhi on Wednesday rejected Pakistan's
allegations regarding Indian involvement in the terror
attack on a school bus in the restive Balochistan
province and said it was intended to divert attention
from Islamabad's reputation as the "global epicentre of
terrorism".

Sanjay Jha-led delegation
leaves for 5-nation tour

As part of India’s global outreach, a parliamentary
delegation headed by JDU’s Sanjay Jha left for a five-
nation tour to convey India’s resolve for zero tolerance
against terrorism and contours of Operation Sindoor
in which nine terrorist camps were destroyed in Pakistan
and Pakistan-Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. Before leaving,
the delegation was briefed by foreign secretary Vikram
Misri on government’s position on terrorism and
commitment to eliminate not only terrorists but also
their sponsors.
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In this image posted by @RailMinIndia via X, view of part of 300 kms of viaducts for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train project, near Surat, Gujarat.

Lucknow, May 21 (UNI)
: Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav
has said that the healthcare
"mistakes" of the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party's
(BJP) proved fatal in the
past for the people and the
government should ensure
that the negligence in
controlling Corona is not
repeated.Taking to X,
Akhilesh wrote, "Before
the alarm bells ring, the
government must act in time
to control and prevent
Corona, ensuring that the

Ensure fear of Corona does
not spread: Akhilesh Yadav

negligence and
mismanagement of the past
are not repeated. The BJP's
mistakes often prove fatal
for the people.""Even the
corona vaccine, whose
certificates were distributed
with much fanfare, has now
proven ineffective.
Therefore, this time, there
is an even greater need for
vigilance. We all must
explain to the public that,
although the corona
situation is not extremely
serious yet, it should not be
ignored, as such diseases

can change form and
return," said the SP leader.

He said the government
should make proper use of
its healthcare and
information system and
ensure that fear of Corona
does not spread among the
people.

Sanjay Jha-led
delegation
leaves for
5-nation tour

New Delhi, Mar 21
(UNI) : As part of India’s
global outreach, a
parliamentary delegation
headed by JDU’s Sanjay
Jha left for a five-nation
tour to convey India’s
resolve for zero
tolerance against
terrorism and contours
of Operation Sindoor in
which nine terrorist
camps were destroyed
in Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

Before leaving, the
delegation was briefed by
foreign secretary Vikram
Misri on government’s
position on terrorism and
commitment to eliminate
not only terrorists but
also their sponsors.

The delegation will be
visiting Indonesia,
Malaysia, Korea, Japan
and Singapore.

New Delhi, May 21
(UNI) The Indian Navy on
Wednesday formally
inducted and named the
ancient, stitched ship as
Indian Naval Sailing Vessel
(INSV) Kaundinya at a
ceremonial event held at
Naval Base, Karwar.

The event was presided
over by Minister of Culture
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
marking the culmination of
an extraordinary project
that celebrates India’s rich
shipbuilding heritage, an
Indian Navy statement
said.

INSV Kaundinya is a
stitched sail ship, based on
a 5th century CE ship
depicted in the paintings of
Ajanta caves.

The project was
initiated through a tripartite
agreement signed in Jul
2023 between the Ministry

Traditionally built ancient,
stitched ship inducted into
Indian Navy as INSV Kaundinya

of Culture, the Indian Navy,
and M/s Hodi Innovations,
with funding from the
Ministry of Culture.

Following the keel
laying in September 2023,
the vessel’s construction
was undertaken using a
traditional method of
stitching by a team of
skilled artisans from Kerala,
led by master shipwright
Babu Sankaran. Over
several months, the team
painstakingly stitched
wooden planks on the
ship’s hull using coir rope,
coconut fibre and natural
resin. The ship was
launched in February 2025
at Goa.

The Indian Navy played
a central role in the project,
overseeing the design,
technical validation, and
construction process. With
no surviving blueprints of

such vessels, the design
had to be inferred from
iconographic sources. The
Navy collaborated with the
shipbuilder to recreate the
hull form and traditional
rigging, and ensured that
the design was validated
through hydrodynamic
model testing at the
Department of Ocean
Engineering, IIT Madras,
and internal technical
assessment.

The newly inducted
vessel incorporates several
culturally significant
features. Her sails display
motifs of the
Gandabherunda and the
sun, her bow bears a
sculpted Simha Yali , and a
symbolic Harappan style
stone anchor adorns her
deck, each element evoking
the rich maritime traditions
of ancient India.

Rajiv Gandhi
promoted
justice,
equality: Yadav

New Delhi, May 21
(UNI) : Delhi Congress
chief Devendra Yadav on
Wednesday said that
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's visionary
leadership had laid the
foundation of a nation
based on justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity, as a
result of which the country
is setting new records of
development.

Yadav further said that
the former Prime Minister
had an unforgettable
contribution to the making
of modern India. "His
vision, science, technology
and youth empowerment
drive us today and his
enduring legacy continues
to guide us," he said.

He said it was because
of Rajiv Gandhi's visionary
vision for
telecommunications that
India is today the leading
provider of AI globally.

New Delhi, May
21(UNI) : The Supreme
Court on Wednesday
issued contempt notices to
the Chief Secretaries of six
states for failing to comply
with its earlier directions
regarding post-retirement
entitlements of High Court
Judges.The notices have been
served to Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Telangana, West Bengal, and
the National Capital Territory
of Delhi.A Bench
comprising Justice Abhay
S. Oka and Justice Ujjal
Bhuyan noted that these
states had not adhered to
the court's six-point
directive, which includes
ensuring parity of facilities
between retired and sitting
Judges.The directives
included medical expense
reimbursement without
prior state approval,
recognising Registrar
Generals as sanctioning
authorities, allowing
reimbursement for
treatment in other states,
providing cashless medical
facilities, granting benefits
for domestic help and
telephone allowances.

“As far as the states of
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Telangana,
West Bengal, and Delhi are
concerned, they have not
complied with all the
directions issued by this
Court. Issue notice to Chief
Secretaries of the aforesaid
states, calling upon them to
show cause as to why
action under the Contempt
of Courts Act should not be
initiated,” the Court
ordered.The contempt
notices are returnable on
July 25. The Bench,
however, dispensed with
the personal presence of
the Chief Secretaries,
provided a responsible IAS
officer is present before the
Court on the next hearing
date, either in person or via
video conference.
Expressing dissatisfaction
over bureaucratic delays,
Justice Oka remarked, “A
simple thing, you have to

Supreme Court
issues contempt
notice to 6 states

issue a notice granting
benefits on par with Andhra
Pradesh, even that takes so
many months.”

On February 18, the
Supreme Court clarified
that all reimbursements
concerning post-retirement
benefits are the
responsibility of the state
government where the seat
of the High Court from
which the Judge retired is
located.Later, on April 15,
the court warned states
that failure to implement
these directives, especially
concerning medical
entitlements for retired
Judges, their spouses, and
dependents, could invite
contempt proceedings.

The court also allowed
that either the State of first
appointment or the
Retirement State could be
deemed responsible for the
Judge's entitlements. It took
particular note of Madhya
Pradesh’s delay in rolling
out cashless medical
treatment and ordered the
immediate amendment of its
Government Order, which
had limited reimbursements
to emergency cases only.

On April 29, 2025, the
court reviewed the
compliance status and
noted that Andhra Pradesh
had fully complied with all
six directions and the
Andhra Pradesh High
Court Judges (Medical
Facilities) Rules, 2021.

Other states, Goa,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Manipur,
Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil
Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh
were directed to implement
or align their benefits,
including cashless medical
treatment and domestic
help, with the Andhra
Pradesh model.Bihar, which
claimed its 2019 Rules were
superior, was ordered to
offer retired Judges the
choice between its scheme
and the Andhra Pradesh
Rules. In the absence of
such a choice, Bihar must
comply with the 2021 Rules.
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odd articles/junk/scrap.

Sd/-
B.Y. L. Nair Ch. Hospital.

Congress leaders and workers take part in a 'Tiranga Yatra' organised in solidarity with the Indian armed forces, in
Sangli  on Wednesday

Mumbai, May 21 (UNI)
: The green light for
construction of two new
dams aimed at alleviating
water shortages in key
urban centres including
Mumbai, Thane, Navi
Mumbai, Kalyan-Dombivli,
Panvel, Ulhasnagar,
Ambernath and Badlapur
marks a significant step
toward resolving the
region’s chronic water
scarcity.This approval
represents a crucial move
toward resolving the
persistent water supply
challenges faced by these
rapidly expanding cities.

The first project is the
Poshir Dam on the Poshir
river in Karjat taluka, with a
total capacity of 12.344
TMC (thousand million
cubic feet).

The Maharashtra
Cabinet granted
administrative approval of

Two new dams to address
water shortage in Mumbai
Metropolitan Region

Rs 6,394.13 crore for this
project. The dam will have
a usable water capacity of
9.721 TMC, of which 7.933
TMC is allocated for
drinking water and 1.859
TMC for industrial use.

Water from this dam will
be supplied to the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
(MMR), including Navi
Mumbai, Ulhasnagar,
Ambernath and Badlapur.

The second project
involves constructing a
6.61 TMC capacity dam on
the Shilar river at Moje
Kekave under the Moje
Shilar project and Rs
4,869.72 crore has been
approved for this project,
which will supply drinking
water to the municipal
corporations of Panvel and
Navi Mumbai.

In addition to these, the
Cabinet also approved
revised costs for the

Sulwade Jamphal Kanoli
Upsa irrigation scheme and
the Poshir and Shilar
irrigation dam projects.

Some ministers
expressed concerns over
the rising costs of irrigation
projects, especially those
delayed for years.

The Water Resources
Department plans to
complete the Poshir Dam
within seven years.
However, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has
instructed officials to aim
for completion within four
to five years, emphasising
timely execution.

These projects are
expected to significantly
improve water availability
in the rapidly growing
Mumbai

Metropolitan Region
and its surrounding areas,
addressing both drinking
water and industrial needs.

Kalyan, May 21 (UNI) :
Following the tragic
collapse of a slab in a
four-story building in
Kalyan town of
neighbouring Thane
district which resulted in
six deaths and several
injuries, the owner of a flat
in the building was
arrested on Wednesday
for carrying out illegal
construction activities.

According to police,
Krishna Lal Chand
Chaurasiya (40), the
owner of flat number 401
on the fourth floor of the
Saptashrungi building

Flat owner of collapsed building
in Kalyan arrested

the accused was
booked under Sections
105 (culpable homicide
not amounting to
murder) and 125 (acts
endangering life or
personal safety of
others) of the Indian
Penal Code.

Sub-Divisional
officer Vishwas Gujar of
Kalyan stated that the
remaining building will
be demolished as it has
been declared unsafe
for habitation. The 30-
year-old structure, located
in the densely populated
Kalyan East area, was not

previously listed among
buildings deemed
dangerous to live in.

Investigations into the
incident are ongoing.

The collapse has
raised serious concerns
about the structural
integrity of aging
buildings and
unauthorised renovations
in the area.

Authorities have
urged residents to
conduct structural audits
of their buildings as a
precautionary measure
ahead of the monsoon
season.

carried out
unauthorised
flooring work
without
permission.

On Tuesday
afternoon, the
slab suddenly
gave way and
crashed onto
the floors below,
causing the fatal
accident.

Among the
six deceased
was a two-year-
old child. Six
others
sustained
injuries in the
incident.

Senior
inspector
Ganesh from N
K Kwadi police
station
confirmed that

Mumbai, May 21 (UNI)
: Senior BJP leader and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is scheduled to visit
Nanded on May 26,
coinciding with the
birthday of local MLA
Srijaya Chavan. On this
occasion, it is expected that
two former Congress
MLAs and several key
officials may formally join
the BJP.

Srijaya Chavan, who
belongs to an influential
political family, was elected
an MLA from Bhokar
(Nanded district) in her first
attempt last year.

The representation of
the Bhokar constituency
began with Digambar Rao,

Amit Shah to visit Nanded; ex-MLAs may join BJP
the first home minister of
the Hyderabad State.
However, it was Shankar
Rao Chavan who gave the
constituency its distinct
identity. Later, his son
Ashok and Sanusha Amita
Chavan also represented
the constituency before
passing the traditional seat
to a close relative.

After the delimitation of
the Bhokar constituency in
2009, the Chavan family’s
influence has remained
strong. In once a Congress-
dominated constituency,
the BJP flag was raised for
the first time through
Srijaya Chavan. The
constituency had
consistently voted for

Congress candidates since
1962.

From the nearby
Parbhani district, Meghna
Bordikar secured a cabinet
position, but Srijaya
Chavan has yet to receive
such an opportunity.
Following the linguistic
reorganization of states,
Shankar  Rao Chavan
became Deputy Minister
directly in the cabinet,
and Ashok Chavan was
also appointed Minister
of State during his first term
in 1993.

Although Srijaya has
not yet been inducted,
Ashok Chavan is actively
working within the BJP to
bring her into the cabinet.

Whether Amit Shah’s
visit to Nanded on May 26
coinciding with Srijaya
Chavan’s birthday is a mere
coincidence or a political
strategy remains unclear.
However, the Home
Minister’s planned visit to
Shankar Rao Chavan’s
memorial and the BJP
meeting to be held at the
Kasm Auditorium
underscore the significance
of the event.

Ashok Chavan had
inaugurated this venue in
the presence of Sonia
Gandhi and Dr Manmohan
Singh. Now, for the first
time, a national BJP leader
will enter Chavan family’s
educational institution.

IMD forecasts
yellow alert for
Mumbai

Mumbai, May 21 (UNI)
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) issued
'yellow alert' for Mumbai in
its forecasts that predicted
increased rainfall,
thunderstorms, and gusty
winds in Maharashtra until
May 24 due to a cyclonic
circulation near the
Karnataka coast.

Mumbai's neighbouring
areas -- Palghar, Thane, and
Raigad -- also face yellow
alerts, and a red alert is
issued for Sindhudurg.

Heavy rains caused
disruptions, including a
building collapse in Kalyan
with six fatalities, and
flooding in Mumbai. An
orange alert is in place for
other affected areas.

According to IMD
reports, this week
temperatures are
anticipated to vary from 26
degrees Celsius to 34
degrees Celsius, along with
cloudy skies and
precipitation for several
days.Reports indicate that
only a few areas in the city
have seen moderate rainfall.

Congress
organises
Tiranga rally
in Pune

Pune, May 21 (UNI) :
The city district unity of the
Congress party, led by
Pune City District Congress
Committee president
Arvind Shinde and in the
presence of Maharashtra
State co-in-charge B M
Sandeep, took out a
‘Tiranga Yatra’ here on
Wednesday in honour of
the Indian armed forces
after the success of
Operation Sindoor against
Pakistan.Senior party
leaders, office-bearers and
activists as well as citizens
participated in this rally in
large numbers.

The Tiranga Yatra was
started by offering prayers
of all religions. The
participants in the yatra
raised slogans like ‘Yaad
Karo Qurbani’, ‘Jai Hind’,
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’.

The yatra concluded
with a meeting at Lokmanya
Tilak Statue in Mandai area
of city.Before the start of the
yatra, the Congress workers
paid tributes to former
prime minister late Rajiv
Gandhi on occasion of his
death anniversary at the
Congress Bhavan.

Sandeep said,
‘‘Through this campaign,
India has shown its military
power to the entire world.
It is noteworthy that after
Operation Sindoor,
Pakistan has suffered
economic and strategic
losses. Meanwhile, all three
forces of India showed
their bravery while carrying
out Operation Sindoor.

Nagpur, May 21 (UNI) : Nearly 100 police officers, right
from head constables up to assistant commissioner of
police from all police stations in city, on Wednesday
participated in a four-hour long workshop conducted by
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) India
on ways to combat cruelty to animals.

The workshop, conducted by PETA India Legal

PETA India conducts workshop for 100
police officers to combat cruelty to animals

advisor and director of Cruelty Response Meet Ashar,
covered the provisions of the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (PCA) Act, 1960; the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 (as amended in 2022); Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
2023 and other animal-relevant central and state laws.

City police commissioner Dr Ravinder Kumar Singal,
IPS, personally attended and supported the training.

A similar workshop was held for Nagpur's animal rights
activists on May 19 at the Chitnavis Centre, where activists
were trained on the laws and legal procedures to enable a
smooth working relationship with the city's law
enforcement authorities, said a release here.

FIR against transgender
for extorting money
from businessman

Mumbai, May 21 (UNI) The city police have registered
an FIR against a transgender for allegedly extorting Rs
51,000 under the garb of ‘shagun’ (Good Luck) from a
businessman who has opened a new mobile showroom in
Andheri area of city, police said on Wednesday.

According to police, when the businessman refused
to give such a big amount, the accused, identified as
Kaynaat, allegedly threatened to file false cases of
molestation and of gold chain theft against him.Later, the
businessman approached the local Amboli police station
and lodged a complaint against accused.The Amboli police
are probing the matter based on the complaint and are
trying to locate the accused.Kaynaat has been booked
for extortion and criminal intimidation under Sections
308(2) and 351(2) of the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
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(Standard Post Bureau)
If either parent is a

carrier of Thalassemia
Minor, there is a high
chance that their children
may inherit Thalassemia
Major. This is a serious
condition that can become
life threatening if neglected.
However, if diagnosed in
time, children can be
managed effectively
through regular blood
transfusions and
medications.

To raise awareness
among parents and conduct
Thalassemia-related tests
for children, Kamineni
Hospitals, Hyderabad, is

Study shows ageing
can reduce
effectiveness of
CAR-T cell
cancer therapy

Age-related decline in the immune
system can have a measurable impact
on CAR-T cell therapy -- one of the
most advanced forms of cancer
immunotherapy, according to a study.

CAR-T therapy works by
engineering a patient's T cells to
recognise and destroy cancer cells.

The study led by Swiss
researchers found that CAR-T cells
from aged mice had poor
mitochondrial function, lower
"stemness," and reduced antitumour
activity.

It was due to a drop in levels of
nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide
(NAD) -- a molecule essential for
cellular energy and metabolism of
mitochondria, said the team from the
University of Lausanne (UNIL), the
Lausanne University Hospital
(CHUV), the Geneva University
Hospitals (HUG) and the Ecole
Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne
(EPFL).

"CAR-T cells from older
individuals are metabolically
impaired and significantly less
effective. What's exciting is that we
were able to rejuvenate these aged
cells by restoring their NAD levels
-- reviving their antitumour function
in preclinical models," said Dr.
Helen Carrasco Hope.

"Our findings strengthen the
growing recognition that ageing
fundamentally reshapes immune cell
function and metabolism.

"They highlight the urgent need to
model age more accurately in
preclinical studies so that therapies
are developed with the real-world
cancer population in mind -- where
most patients are older adults," Hope
said.For the study, published in the
journal Nature Cancer, the team used
NAD-boosting compounds currently
under clinical investigation for other
conditions, demonstrating that this
approach is translatable and
potentially applicable in humans.

"This is a major step toward
personalised and age-conscious
immunotherapy," said senior author
Dr. Nicola Vannini."By correcting
age-related metabolic defects, we
could improve outcomes for a large
segment of cancer patients."

The study adds to a growing body
of work showing that age is not just
a chronological number, but a
biological factor that can shape
therapy response.The researchers
called for age to be systematically
considered in the development and
evaluation of cell-based immunotherapies.

Free Medical Services for Thalassemia
Patients at Kamineni Hospitals

organizing a free
hematology camp. The
camp will be held daily from
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, where
p e d i a t r i c i a n s ,
hematologists, and genetic
specialists will conduct
various diagnostic tests for
children.  Those interested
in availing the free tests can
contact 8985450534 for
more details and
registration.

On this occasion, Dr. S.
Narasimha Rao, Head of
Pediatrics and Senior
Consultant Pediatrician,
stated as “If children often
appear tired or weak, have
pale or yellowish skin, show

delayed growth, an
unusually large abdomen,
abnormal facial bone
structure, frequent fevers or
infections, or dark-colored
urine — these could be
signs of Thalassemia.
Parents should immediately
seek medical advice and get
their children tested. Early
detection and timely
treatment can help save
lives.”

Also present at the
event were Consultant
Pediatrician Dr. Kanchan S.
Channawar, Consultant
Medical Oncologist Dr. S.
Jayanti, Consultant
Medical Oncologist and

Hematologist Dr. M.
Srinivas, Head of Genetics
and Molecular Medicine
and Senior Consultant Dr.
Annie Q. Hasan, Genetics
Counsellor Dr. Sreelatha
Komandur, Head of
Immunohematology and
Transfusion Medicine and
Senior Consultant Dr. N.
Vivekananda, and
Consultant in
Immunohematology and
Transfusion Medicine Dr.
Anne Puneet Babu, who
participated in the camp and are
conducting free Hemoglobin and
Hemog l o b i n o p a t h y
Screening (HPLC tests)
for children.

UNIX Launches the Drake Tower
Speaker for Home Entertainment
(Standard Post Bureau)

UNIX, a leading
homegrown tech brand in
India, has unveiled its latest
audio innovation – the
Drake Tower Speaker. With
an emphasis on immersive
sound, bold design, and
unbeatable value, this new
speaker is set to transform
home entertainment for
music enthusiasts across
the country. The product is
now available on the UNIX
India website and at leading
retail stores across India.

The Drake Tower
Speaker stands out both in
performance and
aesthetics. With a powerful
60W RMS output, driven
by a 5.25-inch subwoofer,
this speaker is engineered
to deliver rich, room-filling
sound, whether you're
hosting a lively party,
enjoying a movie night, or

simply listening to your
favourite tracks. The
speaker promises a
dynamic listening
experience with deep bass,
crisp highs, and balanced
mids, catering to all musical
genres.Measuring 24 x 10 x
5 inches, the speaker’s

sleek, floor-standing
design is enhanced by
vibrant, dynamic LED
lighting that creates an
immersive atmosphere. Its
True Wireless Stereo (TWS)
functionality allows users to
wirelessly pair two Drake units,
creating a powerful stereo
soundstage ideal for larger
spaces or gatherings.

The Drake Tower
Speaker offers versatile
connectivity options,
including Bluetooth 5.0,
USB, AUX, and a Mic
Socket, making it easy to
connect with various
devices. Additionally, the
included wireless
microphone makes it
perfect for karaoke
sessions. For those who
prefer to customise their
sound, the speaker features
built-in bass and treble
controls, allowing users to

fine-tune their listening
experience.

Speaking on the launch,
Sandeep Bafna, Co-
Founder of UNIX, said,
“The Drake Tower Speaker
is designed to make a
statement, whether it's in
the sound, the design, or
the experience. We wanted
to bring the power of
professional-grade audio
into everyday homes,
making high-quality sound
accessible without the
premium price tag.”

UNIX proudly supports
the ‘Made in India’
initiative, further
strengthening its presence
in the Indian market. With
millions of products sold
across the country, UNIX
continues to be a trusted
name in consumer electronics,
offering reliable and
affordable tech solutions.

(Standard Post Bureau)
In a groundbreaking

achievement, the Asian
Institute of Nephrology
and Urology (AINU),
Visakhapatnam, has
successfully performed
Andhra Pradesh’s first
UroLift® procedure,
offering new hope to elderly
patients with complex
medical conditions.

The patient, a 72-year-
old gentleman with a
history of heart issues,
chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD)
and long-term catheter
dependence due to benign
prostatic hyperplasia
(BPH), had undergone
multiple unsuccessful
attempts at catheter
removal.Considering the
patient’s high cardiac and
anesthetic risk, Dr. G.
Ravindra Varma, Managing
Director and Senior
Consultant Urologist,
opted for the UroLift®
System— a minimally

invasive procedure that he
safely performed under
local anesthesia.

He was joined by Dr.
Amit Saple, Executive
Director and Senior
Consultant Urologist, and

Dr. P. Sridhar, Consultant
Urologist, in executing this
successful intervention.

The UroLift® System
uses tiny implants to lift and
hold the enlarged prostate
tissue away from the

urethra, thereby restoring
normal urine flow without
cutting or removing tissue.

Following the
procedure, the patient was
able to void spontaneously
and is now catheter-free,

significantly improving his
comfort and quality of life.

"This was a technically
challenging case in a high-
risk patient. The success of
achieving a catheter-free
outcome using the
UroLift® system under
local anesthesia marks a
significant advancement in
managing BPH in elderly
patients," said Dr. G.
Ravindra Varma, Managing
Director, Senior Consultant
who performed the
procedure.

Dr. Amit Saple added,
“The UroLift® System is a
game-changer for high-risk
BPH patients. It provides
rapid symptom relief with
minimal downtime, which is
a key concern for many
elderly men.”This
successful case not only
sets a state-wide precedent
but also reinforces AINU
V i s a k h a p a t n a m ’ s
commitment to pioneering
advanced and personalized
urological care.

AINU Visakhapatnam Performs AP First UroLift Procedure
Revolutionizing Urological Care for High-Risk Elderly Patients

India rejects Pakistan's
allegations over
Balochistan bus attack

New Delhi, May 21 (UNI) New Delhi on Wednesday
rejected Pakistan's allegations regarding Indian
involvement in the terror attack on a school bus in the
restive Balochistan province and said it was intended to
divert attention from Islamabad's reputation as the "global
epicentre of terrorism".

Responding to media queries, the official
spokesperson of India's Ministry of External Affairs,
Randhir Jaiswal, said it has become "second nature for
Pakistan to blame India for all its internal issues," but this
attempt to "hoodwink the world is doomed to fail"'.

Five people, including three students, were killed and
several others injured when terrorists attacked a school
bus in Khuzdar district of southwestern Pakistan's
Balochistan province earlier in the day.Jaiswal said India
consoles the loss of lives in all such incidents."India
rejects the baseless allegations made by Pakistan
regarding Indian involvement with the incident in Khuzdar
earlier today. India condoles the loss of lives in all such
incidents."However, in order to divert attention from its
reputation as the global epicenter of terrorism and to hide its
own gross failings, it has become second nature for
Pakistan to blame India for all its internal issues. This attempt
to hoodwink the world is doomed to fail," Jaiswal added.

New Delhi, May 21
(UNI) The Congress on
Wednesday announced
that the party will
organise Jai Hind
meetings across the
country from May 24 to
31, to salute the valour of
the Armed Forces during
Operation Sindoor.

Addressing a press
conference here,
Congress leaders Col
Rohit Chaudhry along
with Wing Commander
Anuma Acharya (Retd)
asked the government to
tell the people of the
country as to how the
Pahalgam terror attack
happened and how India
launched Operation
Sindoor.

Giving information
about the Jai Hind
meeting, Col Rohit said,
"In the first phase, 16
cities have been selected
where 'Jai Hind' meetings
will be held. In these
meetings, we will salute
the bravery of our
soldiers".

“The country has been
going through a very
difficult phase for almost a

Cong to hold Jai
Hind meetings
nationwide from
May 24-31

month. From April 22
itself, the Congress party
has given full support to
the government and we
have told the government
that we will stand firmly
with you in every strong
action taken against
Pakistan,” he said.

He emphasised that
the grand old party fully
supported Operation
Sindoor launched by the
government.

He praised the armed
forces for destroying
several terror hubs in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

Raising question on
the announcement of
ceasefire, the Army
veteran said, “We were
winning, our army was
foiling Pakistan's drones,
missiles and all other
types of attacks...It was
the fourth day of the
battle, but suddenly in the
evening a ceasefire was
announced”.

Alleging that the
ceasefire was announced
from American soil, which
was a matter of shame for
all, Col Rohit said, “The
country was united in this
entire situation, but the
government imposed a
ceasefire on us”.

He said, "In my career,
I have never seen
terrorists kill people one
by one, find a safe route
to escape and then
escape".

He alleged that it was
"a huge failure of security,
a failure of the Home
Ministry".

Moreover, Anuma
Acharya slammed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for calling a meeting of
NDA Chief Ministers on
May 25.

“Regarding PM Modi's
meeting with NDA Chief
Ministers on 25th, we
want to ask what crimes
did the Opposition Chief
Ministers commit, why
were they not called in
this meeting? Our demand
is that all the Chief
Ministers of the country
should be included in this
meeting,” she said.

She also questioned
the absence of the Prime
Minister in both the All-
party meeting.
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Bengaluru, May 21
(UNI) The Indian Junior
Women’s Hockey Team
left from Kempegowda
International Airport, here,
in the early hours of
Wednesday for the Four
Nations Tournament in
Rosario, Argentina.

The friendly
tournament, part of the
team’s preparation for the

Indian Junior Women’s Hockey Team Leaves
for Four Nations Tournament in Argentina

FIH Hockey Junior
Women’s World Cup in
December, will feature
Argentina, Uruguay, and
Chile alongside India, as
the teams battle it out for
top honours.

Scheduled from May
25 to June 2 (IST), the
Four Nations Tournament
will see the Indian team
play two matches against

each of the participating
nations. The tournament
aims to help the team
evaluate their
performance, test
combinations, and refine
strategies ahead of the
World Cup.

The Indian squad,
coached by Tushar
Khandker, will be led by
goalkeeper Nidhi as

Captain, while forward
Hina Bano will serve as
Vice-Captain.

India will open their
campaign against Chile on
May 25, followed by a
match against Uruguay on
May 26. On May 28, India
will face hosts Argentina,
completing the first round
of fixtures.

Speaking before the
team’s departure, Captain
Nidhi said, “The Indian
Junior Women’s Hockey
Team is excited about
the upcoming Four
Nations Tournament in
Argentina. We have
been working hard in
training, and we hope
our efforts reflect in the
matches. Playing
against stronger
opponents will only
help us improve. We are
confident in our abilities
and look forward to the
upcoming games.”

Mumbai, May 21 (UNI)
Riding on a Suryakumar
Yadav masterclass and a
clinical bowling
performance led by
Mitchell Santner and
Jasprit Bumrah, Mumbai
Indians stormed into the
IPL 2025 playoffs with a
comprehensive 59-run
victory over Delhi Capitals
at the Wankhede Stadium
on Wednesday, .

Chasing 181 for victory,
Delhi never really got going
and were bundled out for
121 in 18.2 overs. The final
blow came from Bumrah,
whose inch-perfect yorker
uprooted Mustafizur
Rahman's middle stump to
seal the game and MI’s
place in the playoffs. It was
a fitting end to a ruthless
bowling display.

Earlier, Suryakumar's
sublime unbeaten 73 off 43
balls and a blistering late
cameo by Naman Dhir (24*
off 8) powered Mumbai to
180 for 5 after being sent in
to bat. MI recovered from
early setbacks — Rohit
Sharma fell cheaply, and
after promising starts from
Ryan Rickelton (25) and
Will Jacks (21), the innings
was anchored by
Suryakumar’s class and
innovation. His knock was
studded with 7 fours and 4
sixes, highlighted by a
lofted six over extra cover
to bring up his fifty.

Dhir provided the late
fireworks in the 19th over,

Mumbai Indians crush
DC to seal playoff spot

slapping Mukesh Kumar
over extra cover and
launching a towering six
over midwicket, pushing
MI to a defendable total.

In reply, Delhi's innings
never gained traction. They
lost wickets in a heap, with
both openers KL Rahul and
Faf du Plessis dismissed
inside three overs — Rahul
caught behind off Trent
Boult for 11 and du Plessis
mistiming a lofted shot off
Deepak Chahar for 6.
Abishek Porel was
bamboozled by Will Jacks'
drift and turn, stumped for
6.Vipraj Nigam (20 off 11)
briefly lifted hopes with a
flurry of boundaries,
including a six over cover
and a deft third-man touch,
but was undone by
Santner’s variations,
caught and bowled
attempting a backfoot
punch. Santner, who
bowled beautifully
throughout, also dismissed
Sameer Rizvi (39),
Ashutosh Sharma (18) and
stifled DC’s middle order
with remarkable control.

Rizvi’s dismissal marked
the beginning of the end —
a tossed-up delivery that
dipped and turned, bowling
him through the sweep
shot. Ashutosh was next,
lured out by flight and
stumped. Madhav Tiwari
and Kuldeep Yadav
followed quickly, both
bowled — one by a Jasprit
Bumrah special that dipped

sharply, and the other
caught trying to hit Karn
Sharma out of trouble.

Tristan Stubbs fell lbw
to Bumrah, wasting a
review, and with wickets
tumbling regularly, the
result was inevitable.

Boult (4-0-29-1), Santner
(4-0-11-3), and Bumrah (3.2-
0-12-3) were exceptional,
while Karn Sharma chipped
in with one wicket. The
fielding was equally sharp,
with substitute Raj Bawa
taking a fine catch at long-
on.For Delhi, the loss
ended their playoff hopes.
Only Sameer Rizvi showed
resistance, but lacked
support from the rest of the
batting order. Mukesh
Kumar (2/48) and Kuldeep
Yadav (1/22) were the only
bowlers who made some
impact.

Mumbai Indians’
emphatic victory not only
propelled them into the
final four but sent a strong
warning to their rivals. With
form and momentum on
their side, the five-time
champions appear to have
peaked at the right time.

Brief scores:
MI 180/5 in 20 overs

(Suryakumar Yadav 73*,
Naman Dhir 24*; Mukesh
Kumar 2/48, Kuldeep Yadav
1/22)

DC 121 all out in 18.2
overs (Sameer Rizvi 39;
Santner 3/11, Bumrah 3/12)

Result: Mumbai Indians
won by 59 runs

Kathmandu, May 21 (UNI) Nepal
captain Indu Barma is excited about what
lies ahead after her side won through to the
ICC Women's T20 World Cup Global
Qualifier for the first time.

Nepal finished second at the recent ICC
Women's T20 World Cup Asia Qualifier and
are now just one step away from featuring
at next year's ICC Women's T20 World Cup
in England.The Asian side will now take part
in the Global Qualifier tournament later this
year or in early 2026, with the top four teams
from that event winning a spot at the 20-
over showcase in England in the middle of
next year.

Nepal will have their work cut out to
progress from the Global Qualifier, with
higher-ranked teams Bangladesh, Scotland
and Thailand and up-and-coming nation
USA their opponents that are already
confirmed and a further five countries still
yet to join them in a 10-team event that will
finalise the makeup of the next edition of
the Women's T20 World Cup.

But Nepal have already upset the odds
by defeating a higher-ranked team in the
UAE at the Asian Qualifier to ensure they
progressed to the Global Qualifier and Barma
believes the recent showing in Thailand
displays what her side are capable of, an

Path now clear for Nepal to
chase T20 World Cup dream

ICC report said.“Global Qualifier is a
historic achievement that has also opened
doors for other opportunities,” Barma said
in a video published by
Hamrokhelkud.com.

“We are in a happy mood. The win has
inspired us. It has shown that women’s
cricket in Nepal deserves more investment
and support from the agencies
concerned,” she said.

Nepal's efforts in Thailand at the Asian
Qualifier won praise from a host of sources,
with Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli passing
on his congratulations shortly after the
achievement.

“A historic achievement for Nepal in
women’s cricket… This is a moment of
pride for Nepal,” Oli wrote on social media.

“Congratulations and best wishes.”
Former Nepal men's skipper Paras

Khadka also showed his appreciation of
the side's efforts and in particular those of
Barma following her Player of the Match
performance in the decisive Super Three
fixture against the UAE.

"Wow. Skipper leading from the front,"
Khadka wrote."Amazing commitment from
our women's cricket team to make to the
World Cup qualifiers."Congratulations
girls. You have made Nepal proud."

Srinagar, May 21 (
UNI) : Baramulla Police on
Wednesday destroyed
huge quantity of seized
contraband substance
worth crores and drugs in
presence of magistrate.

Police said the district
level Drug Disposal
Committee Baramulla
destroyed huge quantity
of

seized drugs and
psychotropic substances
under section 52A of
NDPS Act.

The seized contraband
substances of 33 cases of
Police Station Uri, Kreeri,
Sheeri, Baramulla, Boniyar
and Pattan were
destroyed, police said.

Baramulla Police destroys huge
quantity of seized contraband

The substances
destroyed included 1.270
Kgs of Heroin, 1.703 kg of
Charas,13 Kgs of Poppy
Straw, 20.121, Kgs of
Ganja, Alprazolam 0.5 mg

340 tabs, Spasmoproxyon
plus 68 caps, , Corex 54
Bottles, Corn Cob 112
gms, Tuskil-T Codine five
bottles, Spasmed 10 Strip
240 Cap. worth crores.

Djokovic
couldn't get
more out of
Murray
partnership

Geneva, May 21 (UNI)
Novak Djokovic said he
"couldn't get more" out of
his partnership with Andy
Murray but is in no rush to
find a new coach.

The Serb, who turns 38
on Thursday, parted
company with former rival
Murray earlier in May after
six months working
together.

Djokovic has taken a
wildcard into the Geneva
Open - one of the final
tournaments before the
French Open - as he looks
to find more rhythm on the
court, the BBC reported.

The French Open starts
on Sunday, with Djokovic
seeking a standalone
record 25th Grand Slam title.

On his time working
with Murray, Djokovic said,
"We felt like we couldn't
get more out of that
partnership on the court,
and that's all there is to it.

"My respect towards
Andy remains the same,
even more actually, I got to
know him as a person.

"I think he has a brilliant
tennis IQ, he has a very rare
mind of a champion that
obviously has achieved
what he has achieved, and
he sees the game incredibly
well."Djokovic has yet to
win a match on clay this
year, having suffered early
exits in Monte Carlo and
Madrid before skipping the
Italian Open.Lifting the title
in Geneva would make
Djokovic just the third man
in the Open era to win 100
ATP singles titles - as well
as be a welcome boost
before Roland Garros.

Djokovic is joined in
Geneva by Dusan Vemic,
who was previously part of
his team, and assistant
coach and analyst Boris
Bosnjakovic.

"At the moment, I'm not
in need of a coach,"
Djokovic said."I don't need
to rush in any context. I feel
comfortable with the
people around me.

Gwalior, May 21 (UNI)
: The Madhya Pradesh
League (MPL) is set to
return for its latest
season, commencing June
12 with matches being
held in Shrimant
Madhavrao Scindia
Cricket Stadium in
Shankarpur, here.

The Madhya Pradesh
League has been
relocated from Indore to
Gwalior in view of the
advancing monsoon in
Indore and delay in the
conclusion of the Indian
Premier League (IPL).

Interestingly, Gwalior
also hosted the inaugural
edition of MPL last year,
making it a familiar venue
for players and organizers
alike. Originally, the
league was set to
commence on May 27 in
Indore, aligning with the
IPL’s earlier scheduled
conclusion on May 25.

Organised by Gwalior
Division Cricket

Gwalior to host Madhya
Pradesh League from June 12

Association (GDCA)
under the aegis of MP
Cricket Association, the
men’s competition, which
featured five teams last
season, has been
expanded to seven, with
the inclusion of teams
from the Bundelkhand and
Chambal regions.

Speaking about the
Madhya Pradesh League,
Chairman Mahanaaryaman
Scindia said, "Gwalior holds
a special place in the hearts
of our players and fans, and
we are thrilled to return here.
With two new men’s teams
and the introduction of our
inaugural Women’s League,
we’re proud to expand
opportunities for talent
across Madhya
Pradesh.Speaking about the
date and tournament,
Madhya Pradesh League
(MPL) CEO Ravi Patankar
said, "We are pleased to
confirm that all logistical
preparations for the venue
shift have been

successfully completed.
With the new start date
firmly in place, we look
forward to delivering an
exciting and seamless
tournament for players
and fans alike.”

The jersey unveiling
ceremony will also take
place in Gwalior on May
27. This season will
witness the launch of a
Women’s Cricket League,
which will be held
alongside the men’s
matches. The women’s
competition will feature
three teams, including one
representing the capital
city of Bhopal.

Men’s teams: Gwalior
Cheetahs, Bhopal
Leopards, Jabalpur Royal
Lions, Rewa Jaguars,
Indore Pink Panthers,
Chambal Ghariyals,
Bundelkhand Bulls

Women’s teams:
Chambal Ghariyals,
Bhopal Wolves,
Bundelkhand Bulls.

Dubai, May 21 (UNI) :
The ICC Men’s Champions
Trophy 2025 was the most
viewed Champions Trophy
ever, recording a growth
over the 2017 edition.

The 2025 edition, played
in Pakistan and the United
Arab Emirates, saw 368
billion global viewing
minutes, a remarkable 19
percent increase from the
previous tournament held in
England and Wales in 2017.

The premium event that
saw participation from eight
international teams drew
308 million global viewing
minutes per over, the most
ever for an ICC event.

Under the captaincy of
Rohit Sharma, India won
the trophy on the back of
an unbeaten run

Champions Trophy 2025 sets new broadcast records
throughout the tournament.

They beat the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup
champions Australia in the
semi-final before defeating
New Zealand in the grand
finale.

The final against the
Black Caps on March 9 was
the most-watched
Champions Trophy fixture
ever, with 65.3 billion live
viewing minutes globally,
overtaking the record set
during the 2017 final by a
whopping 52.1 percent, an
ICC report said.

It was also the third-
most watched game in any
ICC event globally by live
watch time. In India too, it
was the third-most watched
ICC game ever, sitting
behind the 2023 Cricket

World Cup semi-final and
final, both of which featured
India.ICC Chair Jay Shah
regarded the Champions
Trophy’s success as a
marker of the game’s global
growth.

“We are delighted to
share that the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025
has achieved record-
breaking global
viewership,” Shah said.

“Making it the most-
watched edition of the
tournament to date," he
said.“These remarkable
numbers reflect the growing
global appeal of the game
and the strength of our
partnerships,” Shah added.

The tournament also
broke broadcast records in
prominent cricketing

territories, including
Australia, India and
Pakistan, and also made
waves in up-and-coming
markets.“We are especially
grateful for the continued
innovation and investment
by the JioStar network in
India which delivered live
coverage across 29 unique
broadcast feeds in nine
languages, an effort that
played a significant role in
reaching new audiences
and deepening fan
engagement,” Shah said
regarding the coverage in
India.

With the return of the
award-winning Indian Sign
Language feed and Audio
Descriptive Commentary,
coverage in India across the
JioStar network featured a

range of inclusive
innovations designed to
ensure all fans could enjoy
the unrivalled drama of the
Champions Trophy,
culminating in it becoming
the most watched
Champions Trophy ever in
the country.

The tournament
became the most watched
Champions Trophy in
Australia too, with the
overall viewing hours
going up by 65 percent
compared to the previous
edition.With enhanced
coverage featuring the
introduction of a Hindi
language feed, Amazon
Prime Video witnessed the
highest viewership of any
ICC event shown
exclusively on the platform.

Bukit Jalil (Malaysia),
May 21 (UNI) : India's star
shuttler and two-time
Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu suffered an early exit
from the Malaysia Masters
2025 badminton tournament
after a first-round defeat to
Vietnam’s Nguy?n Thùy
Linh at the Axiata Arena, KL
Sports City, here on
Wednesday.

Sindhu, currently
ranked world No. 16, went
down 11-21, 21-14, 15-21 in

PV Sindhu crashes out of Malaysia Masters
a match lasting 63 minutes.
Despite a fighting
comeback in the second
game, the Indian ace failed
to maintain momentum in
the decider. This was
Nguy?n Thùy Linh’s
second victory over Sindhu
in four meetings.

Sindhu’s early
elimination adds to a string
of disappointing
performances this season,
with her best result being a
quarterfinal finish at the

India Open in January.
In contrast, Indian

men’s singles players
enjoyed a successful day.

World No. 35 HS
Prannoy came from behind
to stun fifth seed Kenta
Nishimoto of Japan 19-21,
21-17, 21-16, while former
world No. 1 Kidambi
Srikanth (WR 65) defeated
sixth seed Lu Guangzu of
China 23-21, 13-21, 21-11 to
book his place in the second
round.

The biggest upset of the
day came courtesy of
Sathish Karunakaran,
who beat third seed and
world  championships
bronze medallist Chou
Tien-chen of Chinese
Taipei 21-13, 21-14 in a
commanding display.

Youngster Ayush
Shetty added to India’s
success with a 20-22, 21-10,
21-8 win over Canada’s
Brian Yang. Shetty had
recently made headlines by

reaching the semi-finals of
the Taipei Open earlier this
month.

However, it was a
disappointing outing in
mixed doubles for Indian
pairs. Ashith Surya-
Amrutha Pramuthesh were
ousted by top seeds Jiang
Zhenbang-Wei Yaxin of
China 12-21, 10-21, while
Rohan Kapoor-Ruthvika
Gadde lost 10-21, 14-21 to
fourth seeds Guo Xinwa-
Chen Fanghui.

Man City's Rodri
returns after 8
months out

London, May 21 (UNI) :
Manchester City midfielder
Rodri made his return after
eight months out with a
knee injury.

Rodri received a
standing ovation as he
came on to replace Erling
Haaland in the 83rd minute
of City's 3-1 win against
Bournemouth at Etihad
Stadium on Tuesday.

It is the first time the 28-
year-old has played since
rupturing his anterior
cruciate ligament (ACL) in
a 2-2 draw with Arsenal in
September.

When Rodri sustained
the injury, City were top of
the Premier league but their
season unravelled and they
were forced to surrender
their title to Liverpool, who
won the league with four
games to spare, the BBC
reported.

Pep Guardiola's side
currently sit third heading
into their final game of the
season against Fulham.
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PM to inaugurate 103 redeveloped
Amrit Stations in 86 districts across
18 States and Union Territories

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, May 21 : Prime

Minister Mr Narendra Modi
will visit Rajasthan on 22nd
May. He will travel to
Bikaner and at around 10:30
AM, he will undertake
darshan at Karni Mata
temple in Deshnoke.

Further at around 11:00
AM, Prime Minister will
inaugurate the redeveloped
Deshnoke Station under
the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme and flag-off
Bikaner-Mumbai express
train. Thereafter, he will lay
the foundation stone,
inaugurate and dedicate to
the nation multiple
development projects
worth over Rs 26,000 crore
and also address a public
function in Palana.

In line with his
commitment to constantly
improve and enhance the
rail infrastructure in the
country, Prime Minister will
inaugurate 103 redeveloped
Amrit Stations in 86 districts
across 18 States and Union
Territories of India
developed at a cost of over
Rs 1,100 crore. Over 1,300
stations are being
redeveloped with modern
facilities, designed to
reflect regional architecture
and enhance passenger
amenities under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme.
Deshnoke railway station,
serving pilgrims and
tourists visiting the Karni
Mata Temple among others,
is inspired with temple

architecture and arch and
column theme. Begumpet
railway station in
Telangana is inspired by
the architecture of the
Kakatiya empire. Thawe
station in Bihar
incorporates various
murals and art works
representing Maa
Thawewali, one of the 52
Shakti Peethas and
depicting Madhubani
paintings. Dakor station in
Gujarat is inspired by
Ranchhodrai Ji Maharaj.
The redeveloped Amrit
stations across India
integrate modern
infrastructure with cultural
heritage, passenger-centric
amenities including those
for Divyangjan and
sustainable practices to
enhance the travel
experience.

Indian Railway is
marching towards 100%
electrification of its
network, making railway

operations more efficient
and environment friendly.
In line with this, Prime
Minister will lay the
foundation stone of Churu-
Sadulpur rail line (58 km)
and dedicate to the Nation
Suratgarh-Phalodi (336 km);
Phulera-Degana (109 km);
Udaipur-Himmatnagar (210
km); Phalodi-Jaisalmer (157
km) and Samdari-Barmer
(129 km) rail line
electrification.

In a major boost to road
infrastructure in the state,
Prime Minister will lay the
foundation stone for
construction of 3 Vehicle
Underpasses, widening
and strengthening of
National highways. He will
also dedicate 7 roadways
projects in Rajasthan. The
roadways projects, worth
over Rs 4850 crore, will
facilitate smoother
movement of goods and
people. The highways
extend up to the Indo-Pak

border, enhancing
accessibility for security
forces and strengthening
India's defence
infrastructure.

Furthering the vision of
electricity for all and green
and clean energy, Prime
Minister will lay the
foundation stone of power
projects including Solar
projects at Bikaner and
Nawa in Didwana
Kuchaman, and
Transmission Systems for
Evacuation of Power Part B
PowerGrid Sirohi
Transmission Ltd and Part
E PowerGrid Mewar
Transmission Ltd. He will
also inaugurate power
projects including Solar
project at Bikaner,
Transmission system for
Evacuation of PowerGrid
Neemuch and from Bikaner
Complex, Augmentation of
transformation capacity at
Fatehgarh-II Power Station
which will provide clean

energy and reduce carbon
emission.

Prime Minister will also
lay the foundation stone,
inaugurate and dedicate 25
important state
government projects across
Rajasthan to enhance
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,
connectivity, power supply,
health services, and water
availability in the state.
These include laying of
foundation stone and
dedication to the nation of
projects for upgrading and
maintaining 12 State
Highways covering a total
length of over 750 km worth
over Rs 3,240 crore; further
expansion under the
program includes an
additional 900 km of new
highways. Prime Minister
will inaugurate power
projects at Bikaner and
Udaipur.  He will also
inaugurate Nursing
Colleges in Rajsamand,
Pratapgarh, Bhilwara,
Dholpur which will play a
key role in enhancing
health infrastructure in the
state.

He will also lay the
foundation stone and
dedicate to the nation
various water infrastructure
projects in the region
including Rural Water
Supply and Fluorosis
Mitigation Project in
Jhunjhunu District,
Restructuring of Urban
Water Supply Schemes in 7
Towns of Pali District under
AMRUT 2.0, among others.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, May 21 : A

Block of 2 hrs will be
undertaken on Monday &
Tuesday i.e. on 26th &
27th May, 2025 for
launching of composite
girder for construction of
Road Over Bridge (ROB)
between Atul – Valsad
stations and de launching
of old Foot Over Bridge
(FOB) at North end at
Navsari station of
Mumbai Central Division.
The blocks will be
undertaken on UP &
down Main Lines, due to
which a few Western
Railway trains will be
affected.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr
Vineet Abhishek, the
details of the trains which
will be affected due to the
block are as under:-

Trains Cancelled on
26th & 27th May, 2025:

1.    Train No 69153
Umbergam Road - Valsad
MEMU will remain
cancelled.

2.    Train No 69154
Valsad – Umbergam
Road MEMU will remain
cancelled.

Regulation of Trains

Few WR trains affected due to
block at Valsad and Navsari
over Virar - Surat Section

on 26th May, 2025:
1.    Train No. 19015

Dadar – Porbandar
Express journey
commencing on 26th
May, 2025 will be
regulated by 20
minutes.

2.    Train No. 12926
Amritsar – Mumbai
Central Paschim Express
journey commencing on
25th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 50
minutes.

3.    Train No. 22954
Ahmedabad – Mumbai
Central Gujarat
Superfast Express
journey commencing on
26th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 30
minutes.

4.    Train No.22195
Virangana Laxmibai
Jhansi – Bandra
Terminus Superfast
Express journey
commencing on 25th
May, 2025 will be
regulated by 25 minutes

Regulation of Trains
on 27th May, 2025:

1.    Train No. 19015
Dadar – Porbandar
Saurashtra Express
journey commencing on
27th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 25 minutes.2.
Train No. 09003 Mumbai

Central – Delhi AC
Superfast Special journey
commencing on 27th May,
2025 will be regulated by
30 minutes.

3.    Train No. 19567
Tuticorin – Okha
Express journey
commencing on 25th
May,2025  will be
regulated by 01 hour 50
minutes

4.    Train No. 12926
Amritsar—Mumbai
Central Paschim Express
journey commencing on
26th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 50
minutes.

5.    Train No. 19028
Jammu Tavi – Bandra
Terminus Express
journey commencing on
26th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hour 30
minutes.

6.    Train No. 22954
Ahmedabad – Mumbai
Central Gujarat
Superfast Express
journey commencing on
27th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 01 hours
30 minutes.

7.     Train No. 22195
Virangana Lakshmibai
Jhansi – Bandra Terminus
Superfast Express journey
commencing on 26th May, 2025 will be
regulated by 30 minutes.

WR to run one way superfast
special train between
Bandra Terminus and Jaipur

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, May 21 : For the convenience

of passengers and to clear the extra rush
of passengers, Western Railway has
decided to run one way Superfast Special
Train on Special Fare between Bandra
Terminus and Jaipur.

According to a press release issued by
Chief Public Relations Officer of Western
Railway, Shri Vineet Abhishek, the details
of this special train is as under:

Train No. 04708 Bandra Terminus -
Jaipur Superfast Special

Train No. 04708 Bandra Terminus –
Jaipur Superfast Special will depart from
Bandra Terminus on Friday, 23rd May, 2025

at 15:00 hrs and will reach Jaipur at 10.40
hrs, the next day.

Enroute this train will halt at Borivali,
Palghar, Vapi, Valsad, Navsari, Surat,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand, Nadiad,
Sabarmati, Mahesana, Palanpur, Abu Road,
Falna, Marwar, Ajmer and Kishangarh
stations.

This train comprises of AC 3 Tier
(Economy) Coaches.

The Booking for Train No. 04708 will
open from 22.05.2025 at all PRS Counters
and on IRCTC website. For detailed
information regarding timings of halts and
composition, passengers may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

(Standard Post Bureau)
Visakhapatnam, May

21 : Mr Lalit Bohra,
Divisional Railway
Manager of Waltair
Division, accompanied by
Dr. Sarat Babu, Chief
Medical Superintendent,
conducted a detailed
inspection of the
Divisional Railway
Hospital, Waltair Division,
Visakhapatnam today.

During the inspection,
DRM Shri Lalit Bohra
reviewed various facilities
including the Dialysis
Unit, Outpatient
Departments (OPDs),

ECoR, DRM inspects Divisional
Railway Hospital, Waltair

Operation Theatres (OTs),
Medical and Surgical
Stores, and patient wards.
He interacted with the
patients and on-duty staff
to obtain firsthand
feedback on the quality of
healthcare services being
provided.

Expressing
appreciation for the
hospital's performance
and the dedication of the
medical staff, the DRM
offered constructive
suggestions for further
enhancing patient care.
He commended the efforts
of the staff and healthcare

workers, advised them to
continue providing
seamless, patient-friendly
services and to ensure
timely response to medical
needs.The inspection was
also attended by Dr.
Charumathi, ACMS and
Dr. Laxman Rao ACMS  ;
Shri Jusuf Kabir Ansari,
Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer; Shri
Jagadish, Senior
Divisional Engineer
(Headquarters); along
with other senior officials
of the hospital and
representatives from the
railway unions.

MANUU to host
UNICEF Media
Consultation on
Road Safety

(Standard Post Bureau)
Hyderabad, May 21 :

The Department of Mass
Communication and
Journalism (MCJ), Maulana
Azad National Urdu
University (MANUU) in
collaboration with UNICEF
India is hosting the
UNICEF National Media
Consultation on Road
Safety and Systems
Strengthening on 22 May
2025.

According to Prof.
Mohammad Fariyad, Dean
and Head, Department of
MCJ, Padma Shri awardee,
Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan will
preside over the program
and will deliver the
Keynote Address. The
notable speakers and
dignitaries including Ms
Zafrin Chowdhury, Chief of
Communication, Advocacy
and Partnerships, UNICEF
India; Mr Roman Chesa,
Chief Executive Officer,
ISADAK (An Aber t is
Company); Dr Zelalem
Taffesse, Chief, UNICEF
Hyderabad Field Office;
Mr P Shiv Shankar,
Regional Officer, NHAI
Hyderabad;  and Shr i
Surendra Mohan, IAS,
Commissioner, Transport
Department, Government of
Telangana, will be the
Guests of Honour.

Dr Syed Hubbe Ali,
Health Specialist from
UNICEF India Country
Office,  wil l  deliver a
detailed presentation on
chi ld  and adolescent
road safe ty
interventions. A panel
discussion and Ideation
session will also be held
during the program.

New Delhi, May
21(UNI) : The Supreme
Court on Wednesday
granted interim bail to Ali
Khan Mahmudabad, an
Associate Professor at
Ashoka University, in a
case related to his
Facebook post on
Operation Sindoor, India’s
military response to the
Pahalgam terror attack.

A Bench comprising
Justice Surya Kant and
Justice N. Kotiswar Singh
passed the order while
hearing Mahmudabad’s
plea challenging his arrest
and custody.

Although the Court
refused to stay the
ongoing investigations or
the two FIRs filed by
Haryana Police, it directed
his release on interim bail.

“We direct that the
petitioner be released on
interim bail subject to
furnishing of bail bonds
to the satisfaction of the
Chief Judicial Magistrate
(CJM), Sonepat. There
shall be only one set of
bail bonds for both FIRs,”
the Bench ordered.

The Court, however,
imposed strict restrictions
on Mahmudabad during
the bail period directing
that he must not publish
any online articles, posts,
or deliver speeches on the
issues related to this case.

He is restrained from
making any comment on
India’s recent security
crisis or the counter-terror
operations and he is
required to surrender his
passport.

Significantly, the Court
also replaced the Haryana
Police with a Special

Supreme Court grants interim bail to Ashoka
University Prof Ali Khan Mahmudabad

Investigation Team (SIT)
to conduct the probe. The
SIT will be headed by an
Inspector General of
Police and must include
three IPS officers, none of
whom shall be from
Haryana or Delhi. One
member of the SIT must
be a woman officer.

“Having regard to the
contents of the two
alleged online posts, we
are not inclined to stay
the investigation at this
stage. However, to ensure
an impartial probe, we
direct the DGP, Haryana to
constitute a SIT of
officers outside Haryana
and Delhi,” the Court
stated.

During the hearing, the
Bench took serious note
of the language used in
Mahmudabad’s Facebook
post, observing that it
could carry dual meanings
and potentially be
interpreted as insensitive
during a national crisis.

“It is unfortunate
when free speech is used
in a manner that may
humiliate or cause
discomfort to others.
Choice of words matters,”
Justice Kant observed.

The Court questioned
whether the post
sought cheap
popularity at a time of
national distress, even
as Senior Advocate
Kapil Sibal,
representing
Mahmudabad, defended
it as a patriotic and
anti-war message,
concluding with “Jai
Hind.”“Everyone has
the right to free speech,
but also a duty to use it

responsibly. Rights
cannot exist in a
vacuum devoid of
duties,” Justice Kant
remarked, characterizing
some portions of the
post as “dog-
whistling.”

Mahmudabad was
arrested by Haryana
Police on May 18 in
Delhi and remanded to
two days of police
custody. The action
stemmed from two FIRs
filed over his Facebook
remarks on Operation
Sindoor, in which he
criticized Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism,
denounced war, and
urged right-wing
supporters to also
speak out against mob
lynching and property
demolitions in India.

One of the FIRs was
based on a complaint by
Yogesh Jatheri, and
includes charges under
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), including,
Section 196 (promoting
hatred), Section 197
(assertions prejudicial to
national integration),
Section 152 (endangering
the sovereignty and
integrity of India), and
Section 299 (culpable
homicide).

The second FIR
followed a complaint by
Haryana Women’s
Commission Chairperson
Renu Bhatia, alleging the
post was insulting to
women officers in the
Armed Forces. Charges
include, Section 353
(public mischief), Section
79 (insult to modesty),
Section 152 (again).

The Commission had
also issued a show-cause
notice, accusing
Mahmudabad of
promoting communal
disharmony and
disrespecting women
officers like Colonel
Sofiya Qureshi, who led
India’s media briefing on
Operation Sindoor.

Mahmudabad, in
response, stated that the
Women’s Commission had
misconstrued his remarks,
which, in his view, praised
the officers but also
demanded that the
empowerment of women
reflect in ground realities
and institutional practices.

The Court pressed the
Additional Solicitor
General S.V. Raju,
representing the State of
Haryana, to identify
specific content where
Mahmudabad allegedly
insulted women officers.

“The FIR claims insult
to women army officers.
Where is the line that
crosses the threshold?
Show us,” the Bench
insisted.

Raju acknowledged
that the content needed to
be examined more closely
and agreed to place
relevant material before
the Court.With the SIT
now in charge of the
probe and Mahmudabad
out on interim bail, the
matter will continue before
the Supreme Court, which
will assess whether the
charges merit further legal
action, or whether
Mahmudabad’s
statements fall within the
ambit of protected free
speech.
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