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Govt partners
Rapido to roll
out road safety
awareness

campaign

Hyderabad, April 30
(UNI) : In a concerted
effort to address the
critical issue of road
safety, the Telangana
Transport Department
has partnered with
Rapido to roll out a
comprehensive
statewide awareness
campaign.

The collaboration
aims to educate citizens
on safe riding practices
and emphasise the
importance of helmet
usage.As part of the
partnership, Rapido and
the Transport
Department will
implement a multi-
faceted Road Safety and
Awareness Campaign
across Telangana.

Key components of
the campaign include
driver training programs,
public workshops, helmet
distribution drives, and
innovative outreach
activities designed to
engage and inform the
community.

At the SARATHI
event held here on
Wednesday, Rapido
distributed 250 helmets,
reinforcing its
commitment to
enhancing safety for
riders, captains, and the
broader community.
These efforts aim to
promote adherence to
traffic regulations while
fostering a culture of
responsible commuting
across the state.

India closes its
airspace to all

Pak aircraft

New Delhi, April 30
(UNI) India on
Wednesday closed its
airspace to all aircraft
leased, registered or
operated by Pakistan, in
further escalation of the
tension between the two
neighbours in the
backdrop of the April 22
Pahalgamterror strike.

The closure,
covering both
commercia airlines and
military flights of the
neighbouring nation,
would be effective from
April 30toMay 23, asper
a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) issued by
New Delhi.

"Indian airspace not
avbl for Pakistan
registered ACFT and
ACFT operated/owned
or leased by Pakistan
Airlines/operators
including  military
flights," read the
NOTAM ,Themovecame
six days after Pakistan
announced its decision
to close its airspace to
Indian aircraft.On April
22, 26 people - most of
them tourists - were
gunned down by
terrorists in Baisaran
valley of Pahalgam in
Jammu and Kashmir.

- A

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Hyderabad, April 30 :
Girls once again outshone
boys in the 10th class
examinations in Telangana,
the results of which were
declared on Wednesday.

Out of 4,96,374 regular
students who appeared in
the Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) public
examinationsheldin March-
April, 92.78 per cent cleared
theexam.

The girlssecured a2.94
higher pass percentage than
the boys. The pass
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percentage among girlswas
94.26 whileit was 91.32 per
cent among boys.

A total of 5,07,107
students had appearedinthe
exams held from March 21
to April 3 at exam centres
across the state. The
students included 10,733
private candidates.

The pass percentage
among private candidates
was 57.22 per cent. Girls
achieved a pass percentage
of 61.70, whileit was 55.14
among boys.

Director, School

Education  Narasimha
Reddy said the overall pass
percentage increased from
91.31 per cent in 2024 to
92.78 per centin 2025.

Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy released the
SSC results in the presence
of Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikarmarka,
Transport Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar and Secretary,
Education, YogitaRana.

As many as 4,629
schools scored cent per
cent results. Two schools
got zero pass percentage,

and both are private
schools.

The advanced
supplementary examswill be
held from June3to 13.

Among 33 districts,
Mahabubabad topped the
list with 99.29 pass
percentage. Sangareddy
stood second with 99.09 per
cent and Jangaon third with
98.81 per cent. Vikarabad
district was the last with
73.97 pass percentage. Like
last year, Hyderabad was at
30th place with pass
percentage of 88.53.

Among different
categories of schools,
Gurukul schools topped
with 98.79 pass
percentage. BC Welfare
schools had a pass
percentage of 97.99.
Social Welfareresidential
schools were third with
97.71 percent students
clearing the exam.

The pass percentage
of tribal welfare residential
schools was 97.63 and the
samefor minority residential
schools stood at 96.57.

New Delhi, April 30
(UNI) : In a landmark
decision, the government
on Wednesday decided to
include caste enumeration
in the forthcoming
census, marking the first
such step since
independence.

The decision was taken
by the Cabinet Committeeon
Political Affairs (CCPA)
chaired by Prime Minister
NarendraModi.“ Asper article
246 of the Condiitutionof India,
the subject Censusis liged a
69intheUnionlistin Seventh

Schedule. According to the
Constitution of India,
CensusisaUnion subject,”
Union  Minister  of
Information and
Broadcasting Ashwini
Vaishnaw said at a media
briefing.

He said, “Some states
have conducted surveys to
enumerate castes. Some
states have done this well,
while some others have
conducted such surveys
purely fromapolitical angle
in a non-transparent way.
Such surveys have created

‘Govt ready to spend
over Rs 15,000 cr for
paddy procurement’

Hyderabad, April 30
(UNI) : The Government is
prepared to spend morethan
Rs15,000 croreto ensurethe
smooth and timely
procurement of paddy
during this Rabi season, in
what is being described as
one of the largest
procurement operations in
the country’s history.

Irrigation and Civil
Supplies Minister Capt. N
Uttam Kumar Reddy along
with Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageshwar Rao,
who held ahigh-level video
conference with al District
Collectors here on
Wednesday, termed the
paddy procurement
programme, the most
important and prestigious
initiative of the government,
for the next 15 to 20 days.

With a record Rabi
cultivation spread across
54.89 lakh acres and an
estimated output of 127 lakh
metric tonnes (LMTs), the
state government has
planned to procure nearly 70
LMTs of paddy through an
extensive network of 8,381

procurement centres
established across all
districts, Uttam said.

“This is the
government’smost sensitive
and high-stakes programme
right  now. Besides
safeguarding the interest of
farmers, it is also linked to
the government’s prestige,”
he said.

“If you face any
problem, speak to the Civil
Supplies Commissioner. |If
unresolved, call medirectly.
We are ready to step in at
any moment,” the Minister
told the officials.

Heinformed officia sthat
morethan Rs 15,000 croreis
being allocated for
procurement, including M SP
and bonus payments.

“We must ensure that
once the procurement data
from PPCs is uploaded, the
payment reachesthefarmers
within 48 hours. | will speak
to the Finance Department
to ensureimmediaterelease
of the bonus amount,”
Reddy added.

As of April 29, over 23

(Contd on page 3)

doubts in society.”

Vaishnaw said,
“Considering al thesefacts,
and to ensurethat our social
fabric is not disturbed by
politics, caste enumeration
should be transparently
included in the Census
instead of surveys. Thiswill
strengthen the social and
economic structure of our
society while the nation
continues to progress’.

It may be mentioned that
the main Opposition party,
the Congress and especially
L eader of the Oppositionin

Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
had been demanding caste
census. He had raised the
issue at various platforms
including the Lower House.

The Minister added,
“Thisdemonstrates that our
government iscommitted to
the values and interests of
our society and country, like
in the past when our
government had introduced
10 percent reservation for
the economically weaker
sections of the society
without causing stress in
any section of the society.”

Security forces
hoist Tricolour

on Karegutta
Hill at

Chhattisgarh-
Telangana

horder

Jagdalpur, April 30 (UNI)
. Security forces have
hoisted the national flag on
Karegutta Hill, situated on
the Chhattisgarh-Telangana
border, marking asignificant
milestone in the fight
against the Naxalites, an
official said on Wednesday.

Operation Sankalp, the
anti-Naxal operation, which
entered its ninth day on
Wednesday, has seen major
successes, with the security
forces gaining control over
the strategic hill, the official
said.The hill, once a
gronghold of Naxalites,isnow
under thecontrol of thesecurity
forces. The Tricolour was
hoisted to send a clear
messageto thered ultrasthat
their ruleintheareahascome
to an end, the official said.
Theforcesarenow advancing
towardsthreetofour other hills
inthevidnity,where Naxalites
are suspected to be hiding.
According to intelligence
inputs, around 250 Naxalites
are hiding in these hills,
which are surrounded by
dense forests, with their
being not a single village
withina20-30 kmradius.

To counter this, the
security forces have been
deployed in large numbers,
with around 500 personnel
having been airlifted to the
hilltops in the initial stages
of the operation. The
operation is being closely
monitored by both the state
and central governments.
Despite the challenges
posed by the harshterrainand
extreme heat, security forces
have been successful in
reaching the hilltops, carrying
heavy |oadsof over 35-40kg.

KGR looted Telangana for
10 years, has no moral right
to criticise Congress: GM

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Hyderabad, April 30
Attacking BRS Chief and
former Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao (KCR)
over his criticism of the
Congress party, Telangana
Chief Miniger A RevanthReddy
on Wedneday said that KCR
had"looted” Telanganafor 10
years and has "no moral
right" to criticise the
Congress.In arecent public
meeting at Elkathurthy in
Warangal district held onthe
occasion of the party’s 25th
inception day (silver jubilee
of the party’s foundation),
KCR said: “Beit the past or
present, the Congress party
istheVillain Number Onefor
Telangana. This was a fact
that everyone knew as the
Congress government had
failed tofulfill their promises
and was working against
the interest of Telangana."

The Congress had
forcibly merged Telangana
(Hyderabad State) with
Andhrain 1956 against the
wishesand opposition of the
people, KCR alleged.
Participating at the

Mahatma Basaveshwara
birth anniversary
celebrations held at
Ravindra Bharati here,
Revanth Reddy questioned
“Has Congress become a
villainfor giving Telangana?
KCR looted Telanganafor 10
years and has no right to
criticise the Congress. It is
theKCR family thatisruined
after losing power in the
2023 Assembly elections
and not Telangana,” he said.
"KCRisthinking that he
went to Warangal to wash
away his sins, but he went
thereand told liesand made
another mistake," he said,
adding that KCR couldn't
even mention my name in
the Warangal assembly.
"Our government is
moving forward with the
policy of increasing the
state's income in the spirit
of Basaveshwara, and
distributing it to the poor,"
the CM said."Our job isto
do good for the people. We
will rulefor 10yearswiththe
appreciation of people,” he
claimed and said that “we
are ready to discuss or

debate on any development
and welfare schemesin the
state.” We are ready for
debate on Kaeshwaram, free
buses, loan waiver, Rythu
Bandhu, 60,000 jobs, SC
classficationand castecensus.
Which of these should we
discuss as KCR should tell,
hesaid."Theso called |eader
of the party (KCR) hasbeen
drawing salary and
allowances from his houses
without coming out . Which
law allowed this , he also
questioned and said that
“As the Leader of the
Opposition, he (KCR) took
Rs. 65 lakhs, vehicles and
availed police security.

People are questioning
why he (KCR) slept in a
farmhouse instead of
working asthe L eader of the
Opposition, said the CM
."Theopposition leader said
the welfare schemes have
been stopped. Which of
these has been stopped,” he
also questioned and said
that weprovided freebustravel
fedlitiestowomeninRTC, jobs
to the unemployed.. Don't
you see any of this?.

Py

Shdr&d Pawar demands special
session of Parliament over
Pahalgam attack

The Congress demand for a special parliament
session to discuss the Pahalgam terror attack has
received support from the Nationalist Congress Party (
NCP- SP). Party supremo Sharad Pawar said on
Wednesday a special session would be useful to show
that the country stands united against terrorism. Pawar
also clarified that he would support whatever decision
Prime Minister NarendraModi took in the aftermath of
thekillings of 27 tourists by terroristson April 22.

(See on page 2)
I
Rahul welcomes caste census

decision; demands clear ....

g
L eader of Oppositionin Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
on Wednesday welcomed the Central Government's
decision to include caste enumeration in the
forthcoming national census and called for a clear

implementationtimeline. ( See on page 8)

Canadian, U.S. leaders agree ...

'b \

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney and U.S.
President Donald Trump on Tuesday agreed to meet
in person inthenear future. According to areadout issued
by the primeminister'soffice, Carney spokewith Trump on
Tuesday, one day after the victory in Monday's
parliamentary elections which were dominated by
issuesliketariffsand annexation threats from Trump.

(See on page 5)

Veteran shooting coach Sunny
Thomas dies

\" S 4
India's longest-serving national shooting coach
Sunny Thomas died on Wednesday in Kottayam,
Keraa, following a cardiac arrest, the National Rifle
Assaciation of India (NRAI) confirmed.Thomas, a
former NRAI Vice-President, was84. Heissurvived by
hiswife KJJosammaand three children Manoj Sunny,
Sanil Sunny and SoniaSunny.  (See on page 7)
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IRCTC to Operate Niche
Heritage Tour on Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Circuit

IRCTC’s special tour offering to cover Raigad Fort, “Pune
(Lal Mahal, Kasha Ganapati and Shivsrushti), Shivneri
Fort, Bhimashankar Jyotirlinga, Pratapgarh Fort, and
Kolhapur (Mahalakshmi Temple and Panhala Fort)

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 30 :
IRCTC is all set to
operatethefirst of itskind
heritage tour on
‘Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharg Circuit’ that will
cover the key sites
associated with thelife of
Chhatrapati  Shivaji
Mahargj, the founder of
the Maratha kingdom.
Trueto its name, the
06 days itinerary will
commence its journey
from Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus
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(CSMT) on Day 1 for
Mangaon Railway
station on the Konkan
Railway network, the
closest railway link for
Raigad fort. The first
destination is Raigad,
known  for the
eponymous hill fort
where Chhatrapati
Shivaji  Maharaj's
coronation or
Rajyabhishek had taken
place and was later his
capital from where he
ruled. On completion of
the sightseeing, the
tourists would return
back to the train as it
proceeds for the next
destination, Pune
wherein thetouristswill
be having dinner
followed by overnight
stay at hotel at Pune.
OnDay 2 of thetour,
the prominent sites that
the tourists would be
covering at PunearelLal
Mahal, Kasha Ganapati
and Shivsrushti. Lal
Mahal as the name
suggests is a red-
colored palace
constructed by
Chhatrapati Shivaji's
father Shahaji Bhosale
for hiswife Jijabai and
son in 1630 CE. The
present-day structure
wasrebuiltin 1984 ona
part of the land where
Lal Mahal stood and
housesavast collection
of oil paintings that
depicts significant life
events of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj. The
temple of Kasba
Ganapati, the presiding
deity of Punedatesback
to the 1893 and is
believed to have been
earmarked by Jijabai,
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mahargj’smother. Since
then, the city is known
as the city of Ganesha.
Later in the day, the
touristsshall bevisiting
Shivsrushti—thelargest
historical theme park
showcasing the legend
of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mahargj. Tourists will
watch the life story of
the Maratharuler in 3D
and will enjoy other
interactive
sessions.” After a
night's rest at Pune, on
Day 3, theguestswill be
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travelling to Shivneri,
situated at a distance of
95 kms from Pune city.
The Shivneri Fort is
situated on a hilltop
overlooking the Junnar
City. Itisthebirthplace of
Chhatrapati  Shivaji
Maharg] and asymbol of
Maratha pride and
resistance against
Muslim rule. Post lunch,
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CHHATRAPATI SHIVAJI
MAHARAJ CIRCUIT
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the tourists will be visiting Bhimashankar Jyotirlinga
temple, one of the 12 Jyctirlingatemplesbeforereturning
back to Pune for night halt.

OnDay 4 of theitinerary, thetouristswill beboarding
thetrain for onward journey to Satara. Thekey siteto be
covered from this station is Pratapgarh Fort which is of
immense historical importance because of the Battle of
Pratapgad that took place in 1659 between Chatrapati

Shivaji Maharg] and Bijapur Sultanate general Afzal
Khan. Thisbattle had set the stage for the establishment
of the Maratha Empire. Post visit, the tourists will take
lunch at asuitable place and start back for thetrain asit
proceeds for the last destination of this tour,
Kolhapur.“The train will arrive at Chhatrapati Shahu
Maharaj Terminus Kolhapur Railway Station early
morning on Day 5. Post wash & change and breakfast at
ahotel, thetouristswill proceed for Mahal akshmi Temple

popularly known as Ambabai followed by the Panhala
Fort. Sitting atop the Sahyadri range, thehill fort bearsa
testament to many battlesand is closely connected with
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj who spent over 500 days
as where he was held captive and later escaped. The
PanhalaFort —also called asthe‘ Fort of Snakes' sinceit
is zigzag in shape. The Fort is associated with the life
history of Chhatrapati Shivaji Mahara] and Shambhaji
Maharaj. It isremembered for the heroic valour shown
by Baji Prabhu Deshpande, the commander of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj during thefight in capturing
the Fort. In the late evening, the train starts back on its
return journey for Mumbai and reachesearly morning in
Mumbai on Day 6. “The package has been attractively
priced at Rs. 13,155/- per person in Economy (Sleeper
Class), Rs 19,840/- per personin Comfort (3AC) & Rs.
27,365/ per personfor Superior (2AC). Theall-inclusive
price in all categories will cover train journey in
respective classes, night stay at comfortable hotels, all
meals (vegetarian only), all transfer & sight-seeing in
buses, travel insurance, services of tour escort etc. All
necessary efforts will be made by IRCTC to provide a
safe and memorable experience to the guests.

Police constables,
Customs officer among
10 arrested for

ganja smuggling
Mumbai, April 30 (UNI)
: The Navi Mumbai police
have busted an
international ganja
smuggling gang by
arresting 10 people,
including two police
constables and a Custom
officer, for their alleged
involvement in smuggling
racket.They have seized
goods worth Rs 74 lakh
from them, police said on
Wednesday. According to
police, among the arrested
accused are police
constables Sachin Bhalerao
and Sanjay Phulkhar of
Anti-Narcotics Cell as
well as Customs superint-
endent Prashant Gaur.

Sharad Pawar demands
special session of Parliament
over Pahalgam attack

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Thane, April 30 : The
Congress demand for a
special parliament session
to discuss the Pahalgam
terror attack has received
support from the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP- SP). Party supremo
Sharad Pawar said on
Wednesday a special
session would be useful to
show that the country
stands united against
terrorism.

Pawar also clarified that
hewould support whatever
decision Prime Minister
NarendraModi took in the
aftermath of the killings of

27 tourists by terrorists on
April 22.

Pawar was speaking at
an event organized by his
party MLA JitendraAwhad
who has built a temple of
Tulja  Bhavani in
Ganeshwadi in the
Pachpakhadi area of
??Thane.

The idol of Tulja
Bhavani was consecrated
by Pawar and his wife
Pratibha on Wednesday.

"The terrorist attack in
Pahalgamisan attack onthe
country. Citizensfrommany
families have been
martyred. Therefore, there
is no need to bring caste

and religioninto the attack.
We have to come together
and stay united", he added.
A special session of
Parliament, Pawar said,
would be useful to show
that the entire country was
united and all parties were
together post Pahalgam
carnage, he added.
Talking about
Thackeray cousins coming
together, Pawar said if the
two familieswereready for
a reunion, there was no
need to bring politics into
it. "Wewill be happy if the
two brothers, Raj and
Uddhav Thackeray, come
together," Pawar said.

SC stays FIR against Kerala CM’s chief principal
secy K M Abraham; issues notice to CBI

New Delhi, April 30
(UNI) : The Supreme Court
on Wednesday stayed the
registration of an FIR
against K M Abraham,
Chief Principal Secretary to
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, whichwas
ordered by the KeralaHigh
Court in connection with
allegations of amassing
disproportionate assets.

The apex court also
issued noticeto the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) onAbraham’s Specia
Leave Petition (SLP)
challenging the High
Court’sdirection for aCBI
probe.

A bench, comprising
Justices Dipankar Dutta
and Manmohan, passed
the interim order after
hearing submissions by
Senior Advocate R Basant,
appearing for Abraham,

and Senior Advocate
Jaideep Gupta, who
represented the State of
KeralaThe Court observed
that the KeralaHigh Court’s
directive for FIR (first
information report)
registration may have
violated procedural
requirementsunder Section
156(3) of the Criminal
Procedure Code,
particularly the need for
prior sanction before
initiating a probe against a
public servant.

Citing earlier judgments
such as Anil Kumar & Ors
versusM K Aiyappa(2013)
and L Narayana Swamy vs
State of Karnataka (2016),
the Supreme Court
reiterated that aMagistrate
cannot order the
registration of an FIR
against a public servant
without prior sanction from

the competent authority.

TheKeralaHigh Court,
in its order dated April 11,
2025, had directed the CBI
to investigate allegations
brought by activist Jomon
Puthenpurackal, who
claimed that Abraham had
acquired assets vastly
disproportionate to his
known sources of income
including a Rs three crore
apartmentin Mumbai, aRs
one crore flat in
Thiruvananthapuram, and
a one-third stake in an Rs
eight crore shopping
complexinKollam.

Justice K Babu of the
High Court criticized the
Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption Bureau (VACB)
for arbitrarily excluding
critical time periodsfromits
investigation. The Court
emphasi zed that the chosen
"check period" for

evaluating
disproportionate assets
must provide a complete
picture of the public
servant's financial
activities.

The High Court also
guestioned the credibility
of the Enquiry Officer’s
conclusions, observing
discrepanciesin the source
of funds and
inconsistencies in reliance
on documents like
Memoranda of
Understanding and powers
of attorney.Finding
sufficient grounds to
question theimpartiality of
the VACB inquiry, theHigh
Court had transferred the
investigation to the CBI.
However, with the Supreme
Court's stay now in place,
the FIR and consequent
probe will remain suspended
pending further hearing.

Caste census 100 pcvictory for 90 pc unity of PDA: Akhilesh

Lucknow, April 30 (UNI)
: Samajwadi Party (SP)
president Akhilesh Yadav
on Wednesday termed the
central government's
decision to conduct caste
census as 100 per cent
victory and said the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government was
compelled to take this
decision due to collective
pressure.Taking to X,
Akhilesh wrote, "The
decision for a caste census
isa 100 percent victory for

the 90 percent unity of the
PDA. Dueto our collective
pressure, the BJP
government was compelled
to take this decision. This
is an extremely significant
phase of victory for the
PDA in thefight for social
justice."

He said, "This is a
warning to the BJP
government to keep its
electoral manipulations
away from the caste
census. Only an honest
census will ensure that

Change in Terminal of
Paschim Express to
bandra Terminus from
Mumbai Central Station

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, April 30: The
infrastructural upgradation
work pertaining to
construction of additional
Pit lines at Bandra
Terminus has been
successfully completed.
Consequently, Western
Railway has decided to
shift back the terminal for
origination/ termination
of Train No. 12925/12926
Mumbai Central -
Amritsar Paschim Express
back to Bandra Terminus
from Mumbai Central
station.

According to a press
releaseissued by Mr Vineet
Abhishek, Chief Public
Relations Officer of
Western Railway, detail s of
the changes are as under:

Change in Terminal &
Timing of Train No. 12925/
12926 Mumbai Central —
Amritsar Paschim Express

Train No. 12925
Mumbai Central —Amritsar
Paschim Expresswill depart
from Bandra Terminus at
11:30 hrs w.e.f.1st July,
2025. Similarly, Train No.
12926 Amritsar — Mumbai
Central Paschim Express
will terminate at Bandra
Terminusat 14:30 hrsw.ef.
3rd July, 2025. However,
there will be no change in
timings of halts at the
intermediate stations.

For detailed information
regarding thetimings, halts
& composition of the
above trains, passengers
may please visit
www.enquiryindianral.govin.

every caste receives its
rightful share and rights
proportional to its
population, which until
now the supremacists had
arrogantly controlled.”
TheSPchief said, "This
is the first phase of a
positive democratic

movement for rights and
the final phase of the BJP's
negative politics.

The BJP's supremacist
ideology will inevitably
come to an end. The
Constitution will always
prevail over any man-made
doctrinein the long run."

Gangotri and
Yamunotri
Dham gates
open, first puja
performed in
PM Modi's name

Uttarkashi, April 30
(UNI) : The gates of the
revered Gangotri and
Yamunotri Dham temples
in Uttarakhand's
Uttarkashi district were
opened for devotees on
Wednesday, marking the
beginning of the 2025
Char Dham Yatra

The ceremony took
placeamidst Vedic
chanting and puja
ceremonies on the
auspicious occasion of
AkshayaTritiya.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami performed
thefirst pujain the name
of PrimeMinister
NarendraModi and
prayed for the successful
conduct of the Char Dham
Yatra, as also prosperity
and happiness for the
country and the state.

Notably, CM Dhami
becamethefirst Chief
Minister to attend the
gate-opening ceremony at
Yamunotri Dham. A
helicopter showered
flowers over both the
temples on the occasion.

As per tradition, the
idol of Goddess Ganga
was taken in a procession
from Bhairav Ghati to
Gangotri Dham, wherethe
temple gates were opened
at 10:30 am after special
puja and abhishek.
Similarly, theidol of
Goddess Yamunawas
taken in aprocession from
Kharsali to Yamunotri
Dham, and thetemple
gates were opened at
11:55 am.Thousands of
devotees from across the
country and abroad
witnessed the ceremony,
took aholy dipinthe
Gangaand Yamunarivers,
and sought blessings.

CM Dhami emphasized
that the state has made
comprehensive
arrangementsfor asafeand
smooth Char DhamYetra,
ensuring basicfacilitiesfor
pilgrims. He appealed for
cooperation in making the
yatra"Green and Clean."

US in touch with India, Pakistan not to

escalate situation; UK Parliament
discusses Pahalgam attack

Washington/London/  astoday or tomorrow. Heis  in London, Bob Blackman

New Delhi, April 30 (UNI) :
The US has said it isin
touch with both India and
Pakistan so as not to
escalate the situation,
following the Pahalgam
terror attack, while in the

encouraging other national
leaders, other foreign
ministers, to also reach out
to the countries on this
issue.

She said the US is
“obviously also monitoring

described the April 22
attack as a well organised
and coordinated one.
“The terrorists were
well-equipped, and they
werewell-coordinated. The
sad redlity isthis, whilst the

UK Parliament the developments across government may give
Conservative MP Bob the board in that region”, expressions of
Blackman strongly  and at multiple levelsisin  condolences and support
condemned the touch with the to the people of India, the

“systematic killing of
Hindus and Christians" in

fact remains that the
terrorist bases that exist

governments of India and
Pakistan, not just at the

the attack. foreign minister level. aongtheLineof Control in
During a US State “We, of course, are thepartof Kashmir,illegaly

Department  briefing, encouraging all parties to  occupied by

spokesperson Tammy work together for a Pakistan, still continue

Bruce confirmed that the
United States is in touch
with the leadership of both
Pakistan and India.

She said that Secretary
of State Marco Rubio is
“reaching out — regarding
the Kashmir situation to
Indiaand Pakistan”.

“Wearereaching out to
both parties and telling, of
course, themto not escalate
thesituation. The Secretary
expects to speak with the
foreign ministers of
Pakistan and Indiaas early

responsible solution. The
worldiswatchingthis,” she
added.

In the UK Parliament,
Conservative MP Bob
Blackman raised the
Pahalgam terror attack,
terming it an “lslamist”
attack and called onthe UK
government to provide full
support to Indiain itsfight
against  cross-border
terrorism.

Speaking in the UK
Parliament, and | ater also at
amemorial at IndiaHouse,

to operate across that Line
of Control,” he said, in a
statement strongly backing
India’s stand against
Pakistan and its cross-
border terrorism.“ These 26
men who were murdered
systematically by being
shot in the head, were
either Hindu or Christian,
and there was a
deliberate Islamist attack
on those tourists who
were just going about
their businessin apeaceful
manner,” he added.
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Rahul Gandhi inaugurates open heart
surgery unit at Sanjay Gandhi hospital

Amethi (Uttar Pradesh),
April 30 (UNI) : Senior
Congressleader and Leader
of theOppositioninthe Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday inaugurated
the Open Heart Surgery

Unit at Sanjay Gandhi
Hospital and also inspected
the Gun Factory at
Munshigan;.

Rahul inspected Indo
Russian Rifle Private
Limited in Amethi after

which his convoy reached
Sanjay Gandhi Hospital at
Munshiganj where he

inaugurated the Open Heart
Surgery Unit.
During this, he

inaugurated an ambulance

World's first energy transmission
garden inaugurated in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, April 30
(UNI) : Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma on Wednesday
inaugurated Babuji vanam,
the world’s first energy
transmission garden at
kanha Shanti Vanam in the
city outskirts on
Wednesday. The event was
organised by the Ministry
of Culturein collaboration
with Heartfulnessb at the
closing ceremony of the
125th birth anniversary
celebration of Babuji
Maharg).

The yearlong
commemorative activities
included Ekatm Abhiyan,
meditation and lifestyle
improvement programmes,
skill building, across
multiple statesin Indiasuch
as Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh
targeted to reach the lives
of 12 crores of people in
65,000 villages.

Dev Varma graced the
commemorative event,
which was attended by
over 50,000 participantsin
person with millions from
165 countries joining
virtually worldwide.

"Babuji Vanam," which
was inaugurated by the
Governor, has been created

in partnership with the
Ministry of Culture, as a
special commemorative
legacy project.Thethematic
gardenisthefirst of itskind
intheworld, featuring forty
species of trees that will
absorb and radiate
‘Pranahuti’, the yogic
transmission that nourishes
the soul.A central water
body in the garden depicts
the origin of creation. The
garden is meticulously
designed to ensure that
every drop of water is
harvested.

The gravel pathways
serve as acupressure
pathways. The percolation
pits and gentle slopes are
designed to guide water to
a holding pond and hence
tap surface water runoff.
The trees in the garden
have medicinal value as
well andincludeNeem, Red
Sandalwood, Tulsi, and
Tropical Almond. The
biodiversity patch attracts
avariety of faunaand birds.

A cow pen is also
integrated in the garden, not
only because they were
dear to Babuji but also to
enable childrento pet them
and get closer to nature.

The garden is eco-
friendly with consciously
chosen materials, with
stone trails, hedgerows for

acoustic calm, and signage
with quotes from Babuji
and Sahaj Marg literature.

Visitorsare encouraged
tosit and lean against these
trees to experience the
subtle energy and deepen
their inner stillness. The
mandatory practice of
silence in the garden helps
one come closer to the
Divine and guidesthe heart
to deep silence that
sustains.A special
exhibition showcased the
life of Bahuji Maharg through
a curated display of rare
artifacts, photographs, and
memorabilia. A digital
version of the exhibitionis
availablefor download and
thisexperienceisalso being
shared across 165 countries
for their viewing.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Governor
said said, "It isamoment of
deep joy celebrating the
125th birth anniversary of
Babuji Maharg ontheholy
day of Akshay Tritiya. In
this world of cacophony,
silence is a rare luxury.
Silence is meditative and
regenerative. Inaugurating
Babuji Vanam today, which
celebrates the great
heritage of silence — |
understand how to look
within, how to regenerate
through silence.

‘Govt ready to spend over .....

(Contd from page 1)

LMTsof paddy had arrived
at procurement centres,
and 19.60 LMTs were
already purchased from
around 2.55 lakh farmers.
Payments worth 22,289.81
crore have already been
credited to farmers
accounts against a total
MSP value of ?4,545.72
crore, with the remaining
under process. A bonus
amount of ?444.20 croreis
also being readied, he
informed..The Minister
reiterated that payments
must be prompt, seamless,
and error-free.

Uttam instructed
Collectors to take every
precaution to protect
harvested paddy from
rainfall and heat, ensuring
zero spoilage and zero
inconvenienceto farmers.

In addressing logistics,
Reddy said that in locations
where godowns are not
accessible, paddy must be
shifted directly tomillswith
sufficient capacity.

He directed the Civil
Supplies Commissioner to
make advanceallocations of
10 LMT worth of storage

space and intermediate
godownsin districtswhere
needed.The Minister asked
Collectors to coordinate
with SPs and RTOs to
mobiliseprivatelorriesand
ensure timely
transportation of paddy
from PPCsto mills.

Labour shortages must
be managed locally, and
harvester spacing and
technical settings must be
monitored to maintain
quality. “Ensure blowers
areactive, RPM settingsare
proper, and the gear snouts
are aligned as per
guidelines,” Uttam said.

Regarding gunny bags,
he clarified that Telangana
has already positioned
13.71 crore bags and is
mobilising another 3.79
crore.Reddy instructed that
gunny bags must only be
issued after verifying
moisturelevelsat PPCs, and
not handed over directly to
farmersinthefieldtoavoid
artificial shortages.

Uttam also appreciated
the proactive efforts of the
Karimnagar Collector in
purchasing dryers and
urged other districts to

adopt similar measures.

In addition to
procurement, the Minister
reviewed the distribution of
freefinericeto ration card
holders.He said the quality
of therice supplied through
the Public Distribution
System (PDS) must be
ensured and that specific
cooking-quality guidelines
had been issued.

“This is another
important programme of the
government. So far it has
gone well, but make sure
that everyone down the
chain is following the
guidelines,” the Minister
said.The meeting
concluded with one-on-
one reviews between the
Civil Supplies
Commissioner D S
Chauhan and each District
Collector to address
pending matters.

Uttam reaffirmed that
Telangana's objective was
not just to procure large
volumesof paddy, but to do
S0 with speed,
transparency and dignity.
“Thisdrive must becomea
model for the rest of the
country”, he added.

service and handed it over
to the general public. He
also inspected the Indira
Gandhi Institute. After this,
his convoy left for the
airport.

Objectionable posters
were put up in Amethi
before the Rae Bareli MP's
arrival. Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) workers staged
a protest when he reached
here.

It may be noted that the
former Congress President
reached his Parliamentary
constituency Rae Bareli on
Tuesday on atwo-day visit.

Party sources said he
also hasaprogrammeto go
to Kanpur where he will
meet thefamily of Shubham
Dwivedi, whowaskilledin
the Pahalgam terror attack,
to express hiscondolences.

50 Laptops
donated to
Andhra Police
to fight cyber

crimes

Hyderabad, April 30
(UNI) : In a significant
step toward
strengthening
cybersecurity
infrastructure, the
Hyderabad-based
Telangana Facility
Management Council
(TEMC), with support
from CtrlS, has donated
50 laptopsto theAndhra
Pradesh Cyber Police
under the Suraksha
Initiative.

The laptops will be
used to train staff and
support operations in
the ongoing fight
against cybercrime.

The laptops were
formally handed over to
Harish Kumar Gupta,
state Director General of
Police.

The handover event
took place at Hyderabad-
based CtrlS Datacenters
Ltd.

Satyanarayana
Mathala, President of
TFMC, Gopal Agrawal,
Company Secretary,
CtrlS, and S.V. Raja

Sekhara Babu,
Commissioner of Police,
Vijayawada, also

attended the event.

Both TFMC and
CtrlS have announced
plans to donate another
50 laptops to the
Telangana Police
working in the Cyber
Security space, in the
first week of June in
Hyderabad.

Speaking on the
occasion,
Satyanarayana stated:
“This is a small yet
meaningful step toward
cybersecurity, which is
becoming increasingly
crucial given our
growing reliance on
digital systems and the

rising threat  of
cyberattacks. Our
objective is to
empower police

stations and cyber
warriors across both
Telugu-speaking
states by
strengthening their
infrastructure.”
“Facility
Management (FM) isa
global profession
practised by over 25
million people. Today,
FM is extending its
support beyond
buildings—toward the
digital safety of our
communities” headded.

CID arrests
official for
causing Rs 27 cr

loss to bank

Hyderabad, April 30
(UNI) The Crime
Investigation Department
(CID) in Telangana on
Wednesday arrested a
senior ban official for
causing a loss of Rs 27
crore to the bank.

The 53-year-old
accused Kondu Sanjay,
working as an Assistant
General manager in the
public sector bank, and
posted as Relationship
Manager, Medium
Enterprises, at the
Balanagar branch from
June 2009 to June 2011,
sanctioned on the basis of
alleged forged documents
a cash credit loan of Rs 27
crore to M/s Adarsh
Communications Pvt. Ltd.

After availing the loan
amount, the company’s
Managing Director
M.Anjaneyuluand hiswife
Manikonda Reeta who is
director of the company
were absconding since
2013. However, they were
arrested last May in
Bangalore.

While working at
Balanagar branch, Sanjay
and his Customer Support
Officer GRavindranatawith
the  connivance of
borrowers Anjaneyulu and
Reeta, knowingly and
dishonestly accepted the
forged document of HMDA
letter, exhibited the
agricultural land as non-
agricultural land and
allowed non-approved
layout plots by violating
the bank rules,
intentionally
misrepresented and
facilitated to sanction the
loan to the accused —
Anjaneyulu and Reeta.

Govt announces over
Rs 1,500 cr green
investments

for developing
biogas plants

Hyderabad, April 30
(UNI) : Telangana on
Wednesday announced
Green Investments of more
than Rs 1,500 crore in the
state in developing biogas
plants leveraging a
revolutionary technology
being introduced in India
for thefirsttime.

Biovest Holdings
(South Africa), Spantech
Engineers (India), and
EcoMax Energy (India)
have joined forcesto usher
in a new era of biogas
innovation in India, a
releasesaid herelnagame-
changing Indo-South
African pact, Biovest
Holdings (South Africa)
and Spantech Engineers
(Indig) haveinked abilateral
technology transfer
agreement set to redefine
global green energy
frontiers.As part of this
strategic alliance, Spantech
will supply its cutting-edge
biogas purification systems
BioGenie™ to Biovest,
whileBiovest will licenseits

breakthrough containerized
modular anaerobic
digestion technology

Herba™—capable of 3X
biomethane yields—to be
manufactured locally by
Spantech in Hyderabad,
ushering in a new era for
India’'s clean energy
landscape.EcoMax Energy
Hyderabad isthe exclusive
partner for deploying this
technology through their

CBG initiatives in
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, bringing in
investments and creating
employment opportunities
for thousands across the
state.EcoMax Energy Pvt
Ltd has announced
building an initial 20
Compressed Biogas (CBG)
plants across Telangana
with eventually one in
every district, leveraging
thisrevolutionary Herba™
technol ogy.

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
thiseffect hasbeen formally
signed between EcoMax
and Spantech in the
presence of senior
ministersand officialsfrom
the Telanganagovernment.

This cross-continental
alianceisset toredefinethe
future of the biogas
industry in India, with
BioVest's Herba™
technology poised as a
game changer—bringing
efficiency, modularity, and
sustainability into focusfor
decentralized green energy
production at scale.

This collaboration
brings together Biovest's
pioneering innovation in
anaerobic microbial
digestion and Spantech’s
engineering excellence in
industrial gas and
renewable energy systems
to scale a technology
poised to disrupt the
traditional biogasindustry.

High level preparatory
meeting held for Unpcoming
'Miss World 2023’ event

Hyderabad, April 30
(UNI) : Law enforcement
and traffic management
were among the key issues
discussed on Wednesday
at ahigh-level preparatory
and security coordination
meeting here for the
upcoming MissWorld 2025
pageant.The meeting was
convened to finalise
security, logistical, and
event planning
arrangements for the
prestigious 72nd edition of
the international beauty
pageant, which will take
place in Hyderabad from
May 7 to 31. The grand
finale is scheduled at
HITEX Exhibition Centre
onMay 31.

The meeting chaired by
Cyberabad Commissioner
of Palice Avinash Mohanty,
focused on detailed
planning for law
enforcement, traffic
management, public safety
and inter-departmental
coordination.

Discussions during the
meeting covered a wide

range of topics, including
security protocols, traffic
and transport coordination,
venue readiness,
hospitality  services,
cultural event scheduling,
medical preparedness, and
women and child safety.

Inter-departmental
coordination was stressed
to ensure the seamless
execution of the 28-day
festival, whichwill include
cultural heritage tours,
talent showcases, and
social impact events.

The main objective of
Miss World 2025 is to
promote Telangana's
modern infrastructure and
global hospitality
standards, while
celebrating beauty with

purpose, international
harmony, and
empowerment.

Contestants will visit
iconic landmarks such as
Charminar, Ramappa
Temple, Buddhavanam, and
Pochampally, and
participate in competitive
segments, sports events,

CHANGE OF NAME CHANGE OF NAME

[, YogintaMeena
W/O Mahesh Meena,
R/o Flat No 502 B-Block
Vertex Panache K okapet,
Near The Akshaya Patra
Foundation, K okapet,
K.V Rangareddy,
Telangana- 500075, |
have changed the name
of my minor Son
Lavyansh aged about 6
Yearsand He shall
hereafter be known as
Lavyansh Barwal.

|, SGanapathy alias
Swami Ganapati Ramppa
S/O Swamy Ramappa
Employed as Nuclear
Fuel Complex, ECIL Post
office Hyderabad-500062
R/oH No 38-29/60/1/4,
ShivaNagar, Near Sai
BabaTemple, Sainikpuri,
Malkajgiri, Telangana
500094, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be Known as

Swamy Ganapathi.

medical awareness drives,
and other initiatives
designed to make alasting
global impact.

Nyalakonda Prakash
Reddy, Managing Director,
Telangana Tourism
Development Corporation,
emphasized theimportance
of showcasing Telangana's
cultural richness,
hospitality, and
infrastructure capabilities
totheworld.

He noted that Miss
World 2025 presents a
unique opportunity to
position Telangana as a
premier global tourism and
cultural destination.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, VinitaSinha
W/O Kailash Mandal,
D/O Mohan Nahto, R/o
Flat 101, Block A,
Nakshatra Society, Lane
Near MisammaTemple,
Siddanthi,

K.V Rangareddy,
Telangana- 501218. have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known
asVinitaMandal.

Fe¥) SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No: CAO/CN/BNC/112/2025
Dated : 24-04-2025

The undersigned, on behalf of the

President of India, invites E-Tenders

for the following work.

Name of the Work | Approx. Value
Construction of Rs. 4,60,93,121/-
Officer’s Rest House on 3rd, 4th & 5th
Floors (3 Floors) over newly
constructed ORH Building at
Bengaluru Cantonment. (Composite
Tender). (Tender Ref. No.: BNC-Stn-
Development-04)

Last date for submission of bids:

Upto 15:00 Hrs on 21-05-2025

For details log on: www.ireps.gov.in

Deputy Chief Engineer/Construction/
Works/Bengaluru Cantonment

Need to
integrate all
technologies
in food chain:

Vemuri

Hyderabad, April 30
(UNI) : Leading agri-
scientist Vemuri Chowdary
on Tuesday said that under
Agriculture 4.0 there is a
need to integrate all
technologies in the food
chain.

Chowdary, Group
Director —Agri Sciences &
Applications, National
Remote Sensing Centre
(NRSC), ISRO, while
addressing the inaugural
session of Agri Vision
2025,said precision
agriculture is
predominantly for high-
value commercial crops,
and it would help in
reducing the cost and
increasing the yields.

The third edition of the
conference with the theme
“Digital Agriculture for
Enhancing Productivity
and Sustainability” was
organised by Cll
Telangana here.

Chowdary said climate
change is impacting
agricultureinabigway, and
instead of focusing on a
policy level approach, the
country needs to adopt a
farmer focused approach.
Monitoring through
satellites will help in
understanding the harvest
progress and estimate the
yield outputs which will
reach the markets, he
added.

In his address, Amit
Vastyayan, Parter & L eader-
Socia & Skills Sector, EY,
said technol ogies should be
accessible to marginal
farmersand women farmers.

InIndia, productivity is
a big challenge as the
country was nowhere close
to global yields. he said,
adding that many startups
are working to provide
solutions for the problems
faced by the farming
community.

He dso said that 4 C's
could play a major role in
driving the future of
agriculture -- cost,
collaborations,
competitiveness, and
commercially  viable
products.

Agri Vision brought
together key stakeholders
— industry leaders,
policymakers, agri-tech
innovators, financial
institutions, and
progressive farmers — and
explored strategies for
making agriculture more
sustainable, technology-
driven, and globally

competitive.

.
ILW
Tender Notice No.

WAT-TRS-OT-02-2025-26
NAME OF WORK WITH ITS LOCATION :
PROVISION OF CONVENTIONAL
BRAKE RIGGING IN WAGHY
LOCOMOTIVES AT ELECTRIC LOCO
SHED/VISAKHAPATNAM.
\EITERC G CT8H X 19,95,00,401.56,
EMD :311,47,500/-, Completion period
of the work : Three Years (36 Months).
Tender Closing Date and Time :
At 1500 Hrs. 0f 20.05.2025.

Complete information available in website
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engi (TRS),

PR-78/Q/25-26 |

PUB/70/AAS/PRB/SWR/2025-26 _
[(F) South Western Railway - SWR (3 SWRRLY (=) SWRRLY/|

EAST COAST RAILWAY

SANDT_WAT_25_S_DEF-CABLES

WL\ =Ke] V(o] {8 REPLACEMENT OF
DEFECTIVE (SIGNAL & TELECOM)
CABLES OVER WALTAIR DIVISION. (IN
KK & KR LINE SECTIONS UNDER
SENIOR SECTION ENGINEER/SIGNAL/
KORAPUT, SENIOR SECTION
ENGINEER/SIGNAL/JAGDALPUR &
SENIOR SECTION ENGINEER/SIGNAL
/SHRUNGAVARAPUKOTA)
LA EECIREITEE < 1,35,20,027.50,
EMD : %2,17,600/-, Period of
Completion : 12 Months.
Bidding Start Date : 05.05.2025
At 1500 Hrs. of 19.05.2025.
Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored.
Complete information including e-Tender
documents and corrigendum is available
in website www.ireps. gov.in

Sr. Divl. Signal & Telecom Engineer,

PR-80/Q/25-26 Waltair
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Maharashtra
ranked India’s top

performing state,
Gujarat 2nd

Maharashtra |leads the overall composite
rankings as the top performing state across
economic and socia parameters in the country,
followed by Gujarat and Karnataka, according to
areport released .

Maharashtratopped in financia development
and performed strongly acrossthe economic, fiscal
and socia pillarswhile Gujarat’s performanceis
supported by itsleading economic rank a ong with
favourable outcomes in the fiscal and
infrastructure pillars, according to the CareEdge
Ratings 'State Ranking 2025' report.

Asper thereport, western and southern states
dominatethetop fiverankings. Fiscal, economic
and financial development pillars are the strong
pointsfor western states, while the southern states
performed well across the economic, financial
devel opment, environment and governance pillars.
Goatopped therankingsin Group B (north-east,
hilly and small states) with strong score for
financial development, infrastructure, social, fiscal
and economic pillars.

"The initiative to rank Indian states is an
attempt to capture the long-term growth potential
of states, while also focusing on the quality and
inclusiveness of the growth model. This will
facilitate informed decision-making and fine-
tuning existing policies to suit the diversity in
Indian states,” said Mehul Pandya, CareEdge
CEO.

The report presented a comprehensive
assessment based on seven key pillars —
Economic, Fiscal, Infrastructure, Financial
Development, Social, Governance and
Environment.

Gujarat topped the economic pillar aided by a
strong performance in per capita Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP), Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) as a percentage of GSDP, and
Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) for
industries.

Karnataka and Maharashtra followed with
higher share of industry and servicesin GVA and
an encouraging performance in FDI. Overall,
western and southern states dominated the
economic rankings with a healthy per capita
GSDP, higher share of industry and services and
strong FDI. Sikkim ranked highest in Category
B, aided by an upbeat performancein per capita
GSDP and higher share of industry and services
in GVA, the report stated.

Odisha led the fiscal rankings faring well in
terms of revenue deficit, interest payments, debt
management, outstanding liabilities and
guarantees. Odishawasfollowed by Gujarat and
Maharashtra. Gujarat’s performance was
supported by a better score in fiscal deficit,
government’scapital outlay, outstanding liabilities
and guarantees.In Category B, Uttarakhand
performed well due to better outcomes in fiscal
deficit, own tax revenues, outstanding liabilities
and guarantees as well as a relatively better
spending by the government on health and
education, according to the report.

Maharashtra excelled in terms of financial
development faring well in credit disbursements
by banksand NBFCs, penetration of mutual funds
and health insurance. Maharashtrawas followed
by Telangana and Haryana. Southern states like
Telanganaand Tamil Nadu performed positively
in terms of bank credit disbursements and SHG
loans.Haryana occupied the third spot supported
by better outcomes for NBFC credit, balance in
PMJDY account, penetration of lifeinsuranceand
mutual funds. In Category B, Goa'sisin leading
position with alarge margin vis-a-visother states
driven by higher scores across most indicators.

Punjab and Haryana occupied top ranks for
infrastructure on account of better scoresin per
capitapower availability, railway density and net
irrigated area (net sown areq). In terms of social
infrastructure, both Punjab and Haryana fared
well in the pupil-teacher ratio but lagged in the
availability of doctors. Goaled the Group B states
faring well in per capita power availability, road
and railway density, air passenger traffic and
doctor availability, thereport stated.K eralastood
out in the social assessment, driven by strong
scores across most indicators.Similarly, Tamil
Nadu also demonstrated a healthy performance
across most indicators. However, Keralalagged
on the unemployment front.

India's changemakers speak:
Padma awardees reflect on
recognition and responsibility

(BylANYS)

President Droupadi
Murmu on Monday
conferred the prestigious
Padma Awards to 71
distinguished individuals
at the Civil Investiture
Ceremony held at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan's
Durbar Hall. The honours
included four Padma
Vibhushan, 10 Padma
Bhushan, and 57 Padma
Shri awards, recognising
outstanding contributions
across diverse fields.

The event marked the
first phase of PadmaAward
presentationsfor theyear 2025.

In conversation with
IANS, these Padma
Awardees shared their
experiences, expressing
their commitment towards
the country.

PR Sregjesh, known for
his unique goalkeeping in
hockey, was awarded the
PadmaBhushaninthefield
of sports. Former Indian
hockey goalkeeper and
current junior Indian
hockey team coach,
Sregjesh, created history by
winning two Olympic
bronze medals and three
timesthe Goalkeeper of the
Yeartitle.

Speaking to IANS, he
said, "l am very honoured
for this award. | am very
proud. | wouldliketothank dl
theteammatesfor hepingme
achieve this feat."

Inthefield of medicine,
Prof. (Dr) Ashok Kumar
Mahapatra was awarded
the Padma Shri. He is an
eminent neurosurgeon who
has published research
papers, written books, and
led several research
projects during his tenure
atAlIMS.

Speaking to IANS, he
said, "l wouldfirst thank the
government. Thisisahuge
achievement. It is a great
thing to get aPadmaaward
in India. | worked for 22
yearsat theAlIMS, wherel
was a professor and dean.
After retirement, | went to
Odisha, where | was the
vice-chancellor at a
research institute.”

Vinod Kumar Dhamwas
awarded the Padma
Bhushan in the field of
science and engineering.
Vinod Dham, popularly
known as the ‘Father of
Pentium’, made computing
accessible acrosstheworld
with his vision in the
development of the
Pentium microprocessor.

Speaking to IANS, he
said, "This award is a
recognition of India's
progress. Under the
leadership of PrimeMinister
Modi, Indiais progressing

rapidly in technology. The
concept of Digital Indiais
so broad that it can include

everything." He
emphasised India's
progress in

semiconductors, Al, and
gquantum technology, and
also said that the right use
of technology can be a
boon for humanity.

Naren Gurung was
awarded the Padma Shri in
thefield of arts. Thisartist
from Sikkim hasregenerated
the cultural heritage of
Sikkim through his art and
literature.

Speaking to IANS, he
said, "It was great to be on
this occasion with the
President and the Prime
Minister. | work onfolk art,
literature, and traditions. |
have written books, | am a
singer, dancer, and
choreographer. This
verstility symbolises taking
theculturd richnessof Sikkim
to the new generation.”

Suresh Harilal Soni was
awarded the Padma Shri in
thefield of social work. He
is the founder of the
Sahyog Kushtha Yagna
Trust of Gujarat. He, along
with his wife, started this
trustin 1988 for 20 leprosy
patients and their children.
Today, this trust is giving
shelter and respect to more
than 1500 people.

Talking to IANS, he
said, "No government
grant is taken in our
organisation. Donations
come by the grace of God.
Wegiveloveto people, and
they loveusalot."

Dr Jaspinder Narula
Kaul was awarded the
Padma Shri in the field of
art. She is a famous
playback singer whose

songs resonate in different

languages and musical
styles.

Talking to IANS, she
said, "This award was
received after 50 years of
penance. This is sadhana,
it should bedonewith afull
heart."

In the field of art,
Adwaita Charan
Gadanayak was awarded
the Padma Shri. He is a
renowned sculptor whose
art reflects Indian culture
and spirituality.

Speaking to IANS, he
said, "Thisaward increases
responsibility. Now we
have to think about the
country. Starting from the
village, we haveto take our
art tothewholeworld."

NirmalaDevi, the patron
of Sujni craft, wasawarded
the Padma Shri in the field
of art. Her embroidery work
has been displayed from
Bihar to museums in
London. Talking to IANS,
shesaid, "l am very happy.
| makeart on sarees, for this,
| got this award.”

In the field of art, Dr
Madugula Nagaphani
Sarma was awarded the
Padma Shri. Heisa Sanskrit
and Telugu poet who gave
regeneration to the art of
Avadhanam. Talking to
IANS, hesaid, "l have been
doing thisart for 52 years. |
have answered the
guestions of more than
2000 scholars. This award
givesmeimmenseplessure.”

Inthefield of literature
and education, Tushar
Durgeshbhai Shukla was
awarded the Padma Shri.
The poet, who keeps the
Gujarati language and
culture alive through his
poems and songs, told

IANS, “With Padma Shri,
the responsibility has
increased. | want to build a
bridge between society and
administration with my
pen.”

In the field of arts,
Pandit Ronu Majumdar, a
world-renowned flautist
who made theflute popular
among the younger
generation, was awarded
the Padma Shri. Speaking to
IANS, he said, “I got this
award for 50 years of
service to the flute. |
dedicateit to my gurusand
mother.”

In the field of culinary
arts, Dr K. Damodaran, a
renowned chef who
contributed to Tamil Nadu's
mid-day meal scheme, was
awarded the Padma Shri.
Speakingto IANS, hesaid,
“In a career spanning 40
years, | employed 8,000
people. | dedicate this
award to my students and
young chefs.”

Dr Surinder Kumar Vasd
was awarded the Padma
Shri in the field of science
and engineering. Hisrolein
the development of the
Suwan-1 variety of maize
and the World Food Prize
are proof of his
achievements. Speaking to
IANS, hesaid, "Thisaward
isvery important for me. It
isarecognition of my work
for food and nutrition
security."

Professor Bharat Gupta
and Begum Batool were
also awarded the Padma
Shri in the field of arts.
Professor Gupta and
Begum Batool told IANS, "I
thank the nation. | hopethe
government and society
will invest more in the
preservation of art."

PM Modi to visit
Maharashtra, Kerala
and Andhra Pradesh
on May 1 and 2

New Delhi, April 30
(UNI) : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit
Maharashtra, Kerala and
Andhra Pradesh on
Thursday and Friday.

On Thursday, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate
WAVES 2025, India’sfirst-
of-its-kind World Audio
Visual and Entertainment
Summit at the Jio World
Centre in Mumbai. The
four-day summit with
tagline  “Connecting
Creators, Connecting
Countries” is poised to
position India as a global
hub for media,
entertainment, and digital
innovation by bringing
together creators, startups,
industry leaders, and
policymakers from across
the world, an official
statement  said on
Wednesday.

In line with Prime
Minister’'s vision of
leveraging creativity,
technology, and talent to
shape a brighter future,
WAVESwWill integratefilms,
OTT, gaming, comics,
digital media Al,AVGC-XR,
broadcasting, and emerging
tech, making it a
comprehensive showcase
of India's media and
entertainment prowess.
WAV ESamsto unlock a50
billion USdollar market by
2029, expanding India’'s
footprint in the global
entertainment economy.

At WAVES 2025, India
will also host the Global
MediaDiaogue (GMD) for
the first time, with
ministerial participation
from 25 countries, marking
amilestoneinthecountry’s
engagement with theglobal
media and entertainment
landscape.

Modi will visit the
Creatosphere and interact
with creators, selected from
the 32 Create in India
Challengeslaunched nearly
ayear ago, which garnered
over onelakh registrations.
Hewill alsovisit the Bharat
Pavilion.WAVES 2025 will
witness participation from
over 90 countries, with
morethan 10,000 delegates,
1,000 creators, 300+
companies, and 350+
startups.During his visit to
Keralaon Friday, the Prime
Minister will dedicatetothe
nation Vizhinjam
International Deepwater
Multipurpose Seaport
worth Rs8,900 crore.

Vizhinjam Port, having
strategic importance, has
been identified as a key
priority project which will
contributein strengthening
India’s position in global
trade, enhance logistics
efficiency, and reduce

relianceonforeign portsfor
cargo transshipment. Its
natural deep draft of nearly
20 metersand location near
one of the world's busiest
sea trade routes further
strengthens India’'s
position in global trade.

During his visit to
Andhra Pradesh on the
same day, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate, lay
the foundation stone and
dedicate to the nation
multiple development
projects worth over Rs
58,000 croreinAmaravati.

He will inaugurate
seven National Highway
projects in AP. These
projects include widening
of various sections of
National Highways,
construction of Road over
Bridge and subway among
others. These projects will
further enhance road
safety; create employment
opportunities; provide
seamless connectivity to
religious and tourist places
like Tirupati, Srikalahasti,
Malakonda and Udayagiri
Fort among others.

Hewill also dedicateto
the nation railway projects
aimed at enhancing
connectivity and boosting
capacity.

ThePrimeMinister will
also lay the foundation
stone of six National
Highway projects and one
Railway project.

Modi will lay the
foundation stone for
multiple infrastructure
projects that include the
LegidativeAssembly, High
Court, Secretariat other
administrative buildings
and housing buildings for
over 5,200 families, worth
over Rs11,240 crore.

Itwill dsoincludetrunk
infrastructure and flood
mitigation projects
featuring a 320 km world-
class transport network
with underground utilities
and advanced flood
management systems,
worth over Rs17,400 crore.
The Land Pooling Scheme
Infrastructure projects will
cover 1,281 km of roads
equipped with central
medians, cycle tracks, and
integrated utilities across
the capital city of
Amaravati, worth over Rs
20,400 crore.

He will also lay the
foundation stone of Missile
Test Range at Nagayalanka
in Andhra Pradesh worth
around Rs 1,460 crore. [twill
comprise a launch centre,
technical instrumentation
facilities, Indigenous
Radars, Telemetry and
Electro-Optical systems
enhancing the country's
defence preparedness.

UP to organise statewide awareness camps to promote tourism

Lucknow, April 30
(UNI) : To ensurethat
investors across the state
receive the benefits of
Uttar Pradesh Tourism
Policy 2022, the Tourism
Department islaunching a
large-scale awareness
campaign.

As part of this
initiative, campswill be
heldin every district,
aimed at informing and
engaging potential
investors. Principal
Secretary, Tourism and
Culture Mukesh Kumar
Meshram will address
participantsvirtually

through video
conferencing, highlighting
key provisions and
opportunities under the
policy.

Tourism and Culture
Minister Jaiveer Singh
said, "UPisamong the
fastest-growing states in
the tourism sector. Last
year, nearly 65 crore
pilgrims and tourists
visited destinations such
as Ayodhya, Kashi,
Mathura and Prayagra;.
Thereis aneed to expand
and enhance facilities at
these places and along
the key travel corridors."

Hesaid apart from
major religiousand
cultural sites, the
department is focusing on
building world-class
wayside amenities, such
as hotels, motels, and
dhabas, along national
highways, state
highways and other key
routes.

"Our aimisto equip
these en-route facilities
with modern, high-
quality tourism
infrastructure so that
travellers can access
premium services even
before reaching their

destination," he said.

Singh said that
under the new tourism
policy, 33 types of
tourism enterprises
have been identified
and included. "These
include capital -
intensive sectors that
will now be eligible for
incentives. Tourism
entrepreneurs can avail
of capital investment
subsidies up to 30
percent, along with
other financial benefits
and exemptions," he
said.

He said, "To make

the process transparent
and seamless, an online
portal has been
launched up-
tourismportal.in, where
investors can apply for
incentives and access
detailed information
about the policy."

The minister said
that the Tourism Policy
is being actively
promoted not just
within UP but also at
the national and
international levels.

"As part of this
campaign, awareness
campswill be organised

across al districts of the
state until May 15, with
the roll out having begun
onApril 28. These camps
will see participation from
revenue officers, GST
officials, presidents of
trade and industry
associations, as well as
hotel owners, motel
operators, dhaba owners
and other potential
investors. They will be
provided with detailed
information about the
Tourism Policy 2022 and
the benefits available to
them under its
framework," hesaid.
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17 injured in residential area
blast in north China city

Taiyuan, April 30 (UNI) : Seventeen people were
injured in a residential complex explosion on
Wednesday afternoon in Taiyuan, capital of north
China's Shanxi Province, with four in critical condition
and three discharged after trestment, according tolocal
authorities.

The blast occurred in the Beiying neighborhood
of Xiaodian District at around 1 p.m. Asof 3 p.m., the
firetriggered by the blast had been extinguished.

Rescue teams are conducting door-to-door safety
checks in the affected building, and an investigation
into the cause of the blast is underway.

Canadian, U.S. leaders agree to

meet in near future

Ottawa, April 30 (UNI) : Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney and U.S. President Donald Trump on
Tuesday agreed to meet in person in the near future.

According to a readout issued by the prime
minister'soffice, Carney spokewith Trump on Tuesday,
one day after the victory in Monday's parliamentary
elections which were dominated by issues like tariffs
and annexation threatsfrom Trump.

The leaders agreed on the importance of Canada
and the United States working together as
independent, sovereign nations, said the readout.

Carney mentioned Canada-U.S. relations several
times during hisvictory speech, reminding Canadians
of the challenges posed by ongoing hostilities with
the United States.

China issues orange alert for forest fires

Beijing, April 30 (UNI) : Chinese authorities on
Wednesday issued an orange alert, the second
highest-level warning, for forest firesin parts of China
fromMay 1to05.

The national forest and grassland fire-control
command office and the Ministry of Emergency
Management (MEM) issued thealert for forest firesin
parts of Hebei, Shanxi, Henan and Shaanxi during the
five-day May Day holiday.

The emergency management departments have
been instructed to closely monitor changes in fire
hazards, implement early warning and response
measures, continuously reinforce fire source control,
strengthen emergency preparedness, and effectively
address the ongoing severe risk of forest fires.

Forest and grassland fires are among eight major
natural disasters. "Generally speaking, Chinas forest
fireshave shown an overall downward trend in recent
years," said Yang Xudong, an official withthe MEM,
on March 21, the International Day of Forests.

Statistics show that, from 1950 to 1989, China
averaged approximately 16,000 forest fire incidents
annually. This number dropped to around 6,000
between 1990 and 2020, and since 2021, it hasfurther
decreased to less than 1,000 cases per year.

The causes of forest and grassland fires are
categorized into natural and human factors, with the
latter accounting for over 90 percent of the causes of
fire incidents, according to Yang. China has a four-
level warning system for forest fires, with red being
the highest followed by orange, yellow and blue.

IMF Executive Board to meet
with Pakistan on May 9 to

discuss $7 billion loan

Islamabad, April 30 (UNI) : The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) Executive Board will meet with
Pakistani authoritieson May 9to discussthe country’s
staff-level agreement for anew $1.3 billion arrangement
under aclimateresilienceloan programme, along with
thefirst review of Pakistan’songoing $7billion bail out
programme.

According to the global money lender, thiswill be
the first “review under the Extended Arrangement
Under the Extended Fund Facility”, along with a
request for an arrangement under the Resilience and
Sustainability Facility (RSF), asreported by Dawn.

In an affirmation of the meeting, Pakistan’sFinance
Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb during his visit to
Washington had also said that he expected the IMF
Executive Board to approve the programme sometime
in early May.A Board approval would allow for the
disbursement of a $1 billion tranche under the
programme secured by Pakistan in 2024. The IMF
programme has been instrumental in stabilising
Pakistan's fragile economy, offering vital external
financing and bolstering market confidence.

The global money lender and Islamabad had
reached an accord in July 2024, under which Pakistan
was approved for athree-year, $7billion aid package.
The new programme was set to allow the country to
“cement macroeconomic stability and create
conditions for stronger, more inclusive and resilient
growth”.The ongoing 37-month EFF programme
consistsof six reviewsover thelife of the bailout, and
the release of the next tranche of approximately
$1billion will be contingent on the success of the
performancereview.

In March, Pakistan and the IMF had concluded
the first biannual review of the three-year-loan
programme on a positive note, without imposing
additional revenue measures.

In an end-of-mission statement, mission chief
Nathan Porter said: “ Programme implementation has
been strong, and the discussions have made
considerable progress in severa areas, including the
planned fiscal consolidation to durably reduce public
debt, maintenance of sufficiently tight monetary policy
tomaintain low inflation, accel eration of cost-reducing
reformsto improve energy sector viability.”

1soldier killed in Colombia
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Bogota, April 30 (UNI)
: A Colombian Navy
helicopter crashed during
asupply missionin
northern Colombia, killing
one soldier onboard, the
navy said Tuesday.
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helicopter plunged into a
body of water shortly
after takeoff near thetown
of Malagana.

Three other crew
memberswere rescued
and arereceiving medical
treatment, it

added.Colombian Defence
Minister Pedro Sanchez
said an inspection team
has been established to
investigate the crash, with
support from the
Colombian Aerospace
Force.

Sri Lanka Navy seizes 322.860
kg Kerala cannabis, 4 held

Colombo (Sri Lanka),
April 30 (UNI) : Sri Lanka
Navy seized 322.860 kg of
smuggled Kerala cannabis
and arrested four persons
in connection with the
smuggling racket, an
official statement said on
Wednesday.

The statement issued
hereby the Sri Lankan Navy
said asearch operation was
carried out by the Northern

Naval Command by
deploying a naval craft
‘SLNS Uththara® on
receiving credible
information in the Point
Pedro seaareaon Tuesday.

The naval personnel
intercepted two dinghies
and recovered 322.860 kg of
Kerala cannabis being
smuggled to the Island
nation.Consequently, the
consignment of Kerala

cannabis, two dinghiesand
four suspects were taken
into naval custody.

The gross street value
of the narcotic substance
held in the operation is
believed to exceed Rs 129
million.The  arrested
persons, together with
Kerala cannabis and the
dinghieswere handed over
tothePoint Pedro policefor
onward legation, it said.

14 killed in
suspected
terrorist
attack in

north Nigeria

Abuja, April 30 (UNI):
At least 14 people were
killed in an attack by
suspected terrorists who
attacked a community in
Borno, one of the restive
statesin Nigeria's northern
region, local authorities
said Tuesday.

The terrorists,
suspected to be members
of the outlawed Boko
Haram group, stormed the
Chibok community during
athird-day prayer for alate
district leader Monday
evening, shooting
indiscriminately andingtantly
killing savenmourners Modu
Mustapha, head of the
Chibok local government
area of Borno, told
reporters.

Seven morebodieswere
recovered Tuesday aslocal
volunteers combed the
surroundings in search of
casualties. Many others
sustained varying degrees
of gunshot injuries during
the violence, which,
according to Mustapha,
had the trappings of Boko
Haram attacks. Several
houses were set ablaze
during the attack.

The local government
official said more casualties
might be recovered, as
volunteers continue to
search for more bodies.

Powered by China, India, BRICS share in glohal
economy reaches 36.8pc, G7's share decreases

Moscow, April 30
(UNI) : Powered mainly by
Chinaand India, the
BRICS shareintheglobal
economy has grown
substantially, reaching a
record 36.8%, with the gap
between the G7 nations
and BRICSwidening, as
per data gathered from
last year.

Accordingto RIA
Novosti calculations
based on IMF data, the
contribution of the BRICS
countriesto global GDP
increased by 0.64
percentage points,
according to Sputnik.

In comparison, the G7

Afghan ministry
launches 116
essential
development

projects

Kabul, April 30 (UNI):
The Afghan Ministry of
Rural Rehabilitation and
Development haslaunched
116 essential development
projects worth over 2.8
million U.S. dollars in
eastern Afghanistan's
Wardak province, the
ministry said in a Satement
late Tuesday.The projects,
which include building
bridges, culverts, protective
walls irrigationcandsandrurd
roads, wouldbeimplemented
inthe Jaghato district of the
province, the statement
indicated.The projects are
expected to provide job
opportunities to hundreds
of local residents and the
living conditions of
thousands of people in the
district have improved, it
said.As part of efforts to
rebuild the war-devastated
country, the ministry
commenced work on 69
development projects at a
cost of nearly 1 million
dollars in eastern Paktika
province five days ago.

lost 0.42 percentage
points - with its share
falling below 29% for the
first time (recorded to be
28.86%).

As such, the gap
between the BRICS and
the G7 haswidened to a
record 8% points, up from
6.9 ayear earlier.

The reasons for this
are attributed to the
economic growth of
BRICS nations, seven of
whom are showing greater
contributions to the
international economy.

The biggest of these
seven are Chinaand India,
whose share shows an

High alert

increaseof 0.34
percentage points to
19.45%, and 0.25
percentage points, to
8.25% respectively.
Othersinclude Russia,
recording an increase of
0.05 percentage pointsto
3.54%, Ethiopiaby 0.01
percentage points to
0.27%, and a0.01
percentage points from
Brazil (2.4%), Iran (0.9%)
and the UAE (0.4%).
Reportedly, out of all
BRICS countries, only
Egypt and South Africa
saw areduced sharein the
global economy — by
approximately 0.01

temporarily shuts
down Islamabad
airport's airfield

Islamabad, April 30
(UNI): Theairfieldat
Islamabad I nternational
Airport (IIAP) wasbriefly
closed late Tuesday night
after aviation authorities
issued a high aert due to
an unspecified reason,
official sourcessaid.

The aert began at
11:48 p.m. locd time
Tuesday (1848 GMT) on
April 29 and lasted until
12:21 a.m. Wednesday
(1921 GMT Tuesday) on
April 30, leadingtoa
temporary suspension of
outbound flight
operations for
approximately 33 minutes,
the sources told Xinhua
on condition of
anonymity.

During thisperiod,
boarding procedures for
threeinternational flights,
PK-233 bound for Dubai,
PK-287 for Doha, and PA-
210 also heading to Dubai

were not initiated, the
sources added.

Authorities have yet
to release details about
the nature of the high
alert.Despitethebrief
disruption, al inbound
flights operated according
to schedule, and normal
airfield operations
resumed shortly after the
alert waslifted.

Authorities assured
passengers that safety
protocolswerefollowed
to ensure the security of
al travelers.

|slamabad
International Airport
serves as one of
Pakistan's key aviation
hubs, handling both
domestic and international
traffic. Thetemporary
suspension raised
concerns among travelers,
though services returned
to normal shortly after
midnight.

percentage points each, to
1.14% and 0.5%,
respectively.

Atthesametime, all
the G7 countries have
seen adecrease in their
contribution to global
GDP,

The biggest declines
werein Japan and
Germany, by 0.1
percentage points each
(their shareswere 3.3%
and 3.06% percent) each
lost 0.05 percentage
points. Canada's share
was 1.3% versus 1.4% a
year earlier, and the
United States was 14.88%
versus 14.94%.

Trump administration
sacks all authors
of lead climate report

Washington, April 30 (UNI) : US President Donald
Trump'sadministration has sacked all scientistsand other
authors working on the next authoritative look at how
climate change is affecting the United States.The move
will allow the administration to either skip the
congressionally mandated report altogether, or pursue an
aternative, potentially far more sceptical takeon what is
otherwisewidely accepted climate science, CNN reported.

The last National Climate Assessment in 2023 found
that climate change is already transforming every region
of theUS, with more frequent and i ntense extreme weather
events and aslew of other costly and harmful effects.

During the first Trump administration, the Fourth
Assessment came out after being worked on mainly under
the Obama White House. Trump officials sought to deep-
six the findings by publishing it the day after
Thanksgiving.Congress mandated these reports —
conducted by amix of federal and outside scientistsunder
the US Global Change Research Program — be produced
every four years. The next isdue by 2027.

Pakistan’s stock

exchange crashes by
3,500 points

Islamabad, April 30
(UNI) : Pakistan's stock
exchange (PSX) has
crashed by 3,500 points
over its panic on potential
Indian military retaliation
following the deadly
Pahalgam terror attack in
Kashmir.The country’s
benchmark K SE-100 index
slumped by over 3.14%
today, decreasing by
1,717.35points, or 1.5%, to
stand at 113,154.83fromthe
last close of 114,872.18,
Dawnreported. By morning,
the index declined by
2,073.42 points, or 1.8%,
from thelast close.

Trading volume stood
at over 254 million shares,
with atotal market value of
PKR 24.21 hillion (USD 87
million).By afternoon, the
K SE-100index plunged by
3,255.42 points, or 2.83%,
from the last close, before
closingat 111,326.57, down
by 3,545.61 or 3.09%, from
thelast closeof 114,872.18.

Thedrop wasattributed
to the lack of investor
confidence due to the
warning issued by
Information  Minister
Attaullah Tarar regarding
heightened regional
tensions.Speaking to
Dawn, Mohammed Sohail,

chief executive of Topline
Securities, attributed the
decline to “news of likely
attack in next few days’.

Awais Ashraf, director
research at AKD Securities,
said, “Investorsareworried
about potential Indian
military action against
Pakistan, concerns that
have intensified following
the information minister’s
press briefing.” Yousuf M.
Farooq, director of research
at Chase Securities, echoed
the same sentiments.

He said that the market
was under pressure
following the information
minister’s “statement last
night suggesting that India
may tekemilitary actionwithin
the next 24-36 hours’.This
drop in PSX is bad news for
Pekistan'saready dehilitating
economy. The country has
dready witnessed littleprivate
investment, and few returns
from public sector units.
FollowingthePehalgamattack
which led to the deaths of 26
tourists, India’s retaiatory
actions against Pakistan's
state-sponsored terrorism
have created great anxiety
amongst investors, many
of whom are pulling out or
completely refusing to
invest any money.

China's Shenzhou 19 space
mission returns to Earth safely
after six months in orbit

Beijing, April 30 (UNI) :
China’'s three-person-
Shenzhou 19 spacemission
came back to Earth today
after six months in orbit.
The China Manned Space
Agency (CMSA) declared
the mission asuccess, after
the crew safely landed in
the country’s Inner
Mongoliaregion.

The Shenzhou 19
spacecraft — carrying
astronauts Cai Xuzhe, Song
Lingdong, and Wang
Haoze — undocked from
the Tiangong space station
on Tuesday (April 29) at 4
p.m.EDT (2000GMT; 4am.
onApril 30 ChinaStandard
Time), according to
Beljing'sspaceofficials.

“The three astronauts
stayed in orbit for 183 days
[and] conducted three
extravehicular activities,
completed the installation
of the space station’s space
debris protection device,
and completed multiple
cargo  extravehicular
missions,” the CM SA said.

However, the
astronautswereintended to
make their return a day
earlier, accordingto officias
from the CMSA, as strong
winds delayed the
mission’s landing at the
origina site, according to
South ChinaMorning Post.

The agency added that
the landing would be
moved to the eastern
section of the Dongfeng
landing site where the
meteorological conditions
met requirements. It marked
the first time acrew would
land inthisares, it said.

“Faced with new
situations and new
challenges, the entire
project teamworked closdly
together, linked up with the
ground and the sky, and
quickly formulated
response measures to
ensure the success of the
mission,” theCMSA saidin
a social media post before
the descent.

The crew all landed
safely and were reported to

be in good health by on-
ground medical staff.

The Shenzhou 19
astronauts had been in
space since October 29,
when they launched toward
Tiangong.

And they notched
some notable milestones
during that stretch. This
included mission
commander Cai and his
fellow crew member
Song spending more
than nine hours outside
Tiangong during a mid-
December spacewalk,
setting a new record for
the longest
extravehicular activity.

At a press conference
the day before the
Shenzhou-20 launch,
CMSA deputy director Lin
Xigiang said that the
Shenzhou-19 crew took
part in 88 research
projects—inthefields of
microgravity, life
sciences, aerospace
medicine, and materials
science —while on board.
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Aasit Shah

I don't consider any of my experiences in .
the US particularly appalling. In fact, the US
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o terms of weather since we had a good number of sunshine  pgpy ¥ Kavita Gupta

days.

Dignity of labour is extremely high in the US. Even
though there is hierarchy in terms of designations, I loved
the personal connect one can have with their seniors. You
can walk in and out of your senior's cabin any time.
Work-life balance is excellent so much so that sending
professional emails on a weekend is frowned upon.
Organisations are extremely flexible. There were days
when I could work from home.

Since the US is considered to be the melting-pot of the
world, I got the opportunity to work with people from
different migrant communities there. And that was a great
learning experience. I didn't miss India much because
there are too many Indians around in the valley. So, for
me, it was ahome away from home!

‘When I think about my working stint in the
UK I am filled with mixed feelings. First, I worked for
Nokia. The environment there was professional, yet
friendly. Flexibility was granted, when required. What 1
particularly liked was the blurring of hierarchy in terms
of accessibility. One could approach one's bosses
anytime. Being able to interact with people from
different countries was a great advantage too. Work-life
balance was perfect and working beyond clocking hours
was not appreciated. However, when I moved to another
company and got pregnant six months into the job, it
didn't go well down with my boss. My profile was
changed and I didn't find that fair.

Guatam Parekh

The first thing that really impressed me about Singapore
was the minimalistic bureaucracy. Be it taxes of work
permit or anything, government authorities are very co-
operative.

Every job or labour is treated with respect and this takes
professionalism in the country to another level.
Singapore being a first world country, infrastructure and
connectivity are highly developed; both railways and
roadways are well connected making travel hassle-free.

I was part of the event industry there and the best thing
was that clients treated me as their associate and not
merely a vendor. It was a ritual for us to take our clients
out for dinners post events. Professionally, it was a great
bonding exercise.

Technology is highly evolved in Singapore, so during
events, each department knew their job to the T and that
made our work easy. Since the country had professionals
from all over the world, I got to lcarn a lot from pcople
from varied cultures. Finally, Singapore is a welcoming
country and doesn't let you feel homesick. My stint there
was amazing.

kaj Khot

Working in the UAE had its own up51de and down31de

The biggest benefit for me was to receive a tax-free salary,
which is very rare. Companies in Dubai ensure that their
employees have a perfect work-life balance. A major benefit
of working in Dubai is that a number of international
organisations have their offices there. So apart from helping
you mingle with professionals from different cultures, it also
enables you to understand the working styles of different
countries.

The city is strategically located and has great infrastructure.
Restaurants in Dubai offer cuisines from all over the world
making the place a gastronomic delight.

On the flip side, house rents are too steep. Furthermore, if you
don't have any family or friends, it can get boring and

a unique
experience filled
with new learnings,
four professionals
from diverse fields,
who took up stints
abroad before
moving back to
India, share their
experience of
working overseas

grade, she began to feel pride in the fact that her mother
was a successful professional.

Working had other advantages too. My first boss, with
whom | worked for 15 years, was a bit of a health nut.
She'd insist that | walk to work and back. Having been a
juvenile diabetic, this helped me because otherwise,
health would not have been priority. | know that, back
then, | avoided visiting the doctor as far as possible.
Health check-ups were erratic, but the walking kept my
blood pressure and cholesterol levels in check.

Over the last two years, however, after the demise of my
mother, I'm now responsible not just for my daughter but
my father too. And with that, my fitness has taken a
beating. My blood pressure shot up over the last nine
months, and sugar levels were erratic. I've developed
hypothyroidism and my shoulders freeze up sometimes.
But | know this is temporary.With years of work
experience atluxury brands, | hope to have a job waiting
for me when I'm able to take it, and | am working on
rebuilding my immunity.

But, having worked with single mothers who tend to
develop acute depression, insomnia, even cancers
and metabolic syndrome ilinesses linked to diabetes,
high blood pressure and heart conditions, | recognised
my loneliness. | knew that | had to make a concerted
effort to stay fit. | pursued Mallakhambh, yoga and
swimming with dedication. It set the tone for the
challenges that every day would bring.

Yes, | still continue to combat insomnia and some food
intolerances. Today, I'm a step-parent too, blessed with
four children and two puppies, and have a successful
practice that boasts celebrity clientele.

'It's tough to stay fit as a sandwich generation member'
Ragashree Porecha, sales professional

| kicked off my career with a monthly pay cheque of Rs
3,500 when | got divorced in 1995. It was a huge
support to know that my family was there for my
daughter. Still, there were heartbreaking moments
when she'd complain that, unlike her, other kids always
had mommy around. But by the time she got to the third

The struggles of a single mother

Mirror writer and single mom Anjana Vaswani chats with three others of
her tribe on raising kids alone with one eye on blood pressure.

Two months ago, just days before the final round
of admissions to kindergarten and Grade 1
under the Right to Education quota, panicking
single mothers flocked to BMC help centres.
Their applications had been rejected because
the fathers' income certificates were missing.
The mothers' certificates weren't acceptable as
substitutes.

It made newspaper copy, but ask a single
mother, and she'll tell you niggles like these are a
regular part of her life. Official paperwork that
can be a nightmare in our patriarchal system is
just the garnish on a gateaux of stress, guilt,
feelings of isolation, stigma and self-doubt.

Is her health likely to be impacted negatively in
thelong run?

The answer though obvious is now confirmed by
a study published in the Journal of Epidemiology

Is loneliness making your pets depressed?

Owners of two-and-a-half-year-old Browny, whose habit of chasing her tail turned into a 24X7
obsession, panicked and took her to a veterinarian. The vet directed them to an animal
behaviourist who diagnosed Browny with boredom and separation anxiety. After months of
treatment Browny's behaviour has turned normal.

Leaving your pets alone at home to smell flowers, leaves, roads

and Community Health which assessed over
25,000 women across 15 countries. It focused
onwomen who had children before the age of 18
and also examined, "whether doing it alone is
worse in countries with relatively weak social
and safety nets."

Vital point, because our social structure may just
be our redeemer. Not only does it alleviate the
guilt when you leave your child with a
grandparent, it allows us time for a fitness
routine which, together, may render studies
such as these altogether inapposite. This means
you don'tget to write us off yet.

As | see friends, many, a lot younger than me,
negotiating around the rose garden of marriage
with aching backs and knees, and thyroid
problems (frequently also treating the
headaches of family politics), | feel confident that
we have at least as good a shot at health and
longevity as any of them.

'Suddenly, health became top priority'

Anita Khiara, stay-at-home mum

My daughters are now 14 and 11, but when |
separated, they were nine and six. Since we had
lived abroad for a while, moving to Mumbai
postdivorce made it more challenging. We were
grappling with a whole different culture, for one. |
didn't even realise my health was headed
downward. At the time, it appeared like a bout of
illness. In the first three months, | lost enough
weight to drop to an unhealthy size zero. It was
only when | ended up fracturing my arm that |

realised my health was crying out for attention.

The consistent aches and pains, | realised, arose
partly due to the stress that accompanies moving
home, and of course, separating from someone
you've been with for 12 years; 14 in my case if |
count the courtship. No matter what anyone says,
it's scary to be on your own after all those years. You
wonder, will | be able to provide for us? Will my
children be all right? Seeing my father cry, |
remember, was very hard for me - the hurt that the
divorce had caused him.

That | returned to a city where my siblings lived
meant | could blend easily into their social circle. |
found comfort in pouring my heart out to old friends.
| sought out self-help literature. Carolyn Myss' Why
People Don't Heal and How They Can helped me.
There's a comprehensive table in the book that
connects ailments to emotional issues.
Interestingly, after the split, since | was aware that |
was the only one around for my kids, | began taking
my health very seriously. | never missed an annual
check-up and exercised regularly. That's a habit
thathas stayed with me.

'I made a career out of the split'

Nivedita Rawal, behavioural psychotherapist
Twenty six and pregnant with my second child when
my husband sought divorce in 1991, | had hoped
then for a reconciliation. It wasn't until 2004 that |
finally gathered the courage to confide in extended

family and friends about my single status. Single
parenting is the toughest thing | have known, more
so in the absence of family support. It was tough
being mum and dad. The children's education,
wellbeing, happiness. These became priority.
Although | had worked in corporate jobs in
Singapore, | was uncomfortable with the idea of
leaving the kids in the care of a maid. | was petrified
of child molestation and other possibilities. So, |
decided to pursue psychology and set up a private
practice after acquiring a Master's degree and then
a Doctorate while the children were still in senior
school.

I'd be driving them back and forth from tuitions, I'd
supervise their homework, and put up with the
occasional last minute requests: 'Mommy, | need
20 buttons for art work. Now.' [ remember running to
JW Marriott at 9 pm once to ask if | could buy the
needle-and-thread home-kits they offer in
guestrooms. | got 10 packets. The rest of the
buttons the kids needed came off my shirts.

Atone point, | supplemented my income by offering
therapy to call centre employees during the
graveyard shift. Social life was naturally sacrificed.
In the last 23 years, I'd estimate that | must have
attended about 10 social events. | did get into a
relationship butended it when | realised that he was
not father material. Diwali, Christmas and Easter
holidays were spent alone since the kids holidayed
with their father.

for long periods, ignoring them or
spending insufficient time with
them can take a toll on them and
cause

serious health issues. In recent
times many pets have been facing
issues of separation anxiety,
obsessive compulsive disorders
and in extreme cases even self
destructive behaviour, say city
based pet psychologists and pet
behaviourists.

continuously, being destructive
including chewing on furniture,
soiling the house. In extreme
cases pets start hurting
themsclves by cither licking and
creating a wound, shadow
chasing ortail chasing etc."

At times pets can also suffer due
to other reasons, explained Priti.
"Ensure that the pet is well fed, is
done with his daily ablutions and

etc. That will stimulate his
brain," she said.

Housewife Aarti Pednekar's case
is an example of pets suffering
due to other reasons. Aarti, who
owns a six-year-old Labrador,
Honey, narrated, "Though we are
a family of four, Honey is most
attached to me and becomes
restless if I go out anywhere.
Recently when I had gone out of
town for a fortnight, she

Priti Chauhan, a pet behaviourist
and therapist for the last 10 years,
said, "Every week I get two to
three similar cases. Along with
treating the pets, we also counsel
the owners so that they do not
repeat the same mistakes. In
most of these cases the pets get
affected due to suffering caused

b“ﬂy

by their owners leaving them
alone at home for long durations.
Some people even tie them up,
confining them to one place and
don'tkeep sufficient drinking water
among other things."

Anagha Mali, another pet
behaviourist informed, "There are
various ways to know if a pet is
suffering from these issues.
Separation anxiety includes pets
refusing to stay indoors, barking

has continuous access to water.
Tying the petis ano-no butif you
have to, then make sure the place
doesn't get direct sunlight. Also,
it is important to stimulate the
pet physically and mentally.
Apart from regular exercises like
walks, running or playing the
ball which will drain him
physically, ensure you take your
pet to a nearby park, hill or any
place outdoors where he can get

almost injured her front paw
by licking it continuously. On
consulting a behaviourist we
realised she was suffering
from separation anxiety. The
behaviourist explained how
| important it is to engage other
members of the family in
taking care of the pet so that it
feels attached to all."

Veterinary surgeon and
behaviour counsellor Dr
Shivshankar Chikodi, said, "It is
good to train your pet if you are
going to leave him alone for long
hours. The training can ideally
start at two years of age. Initially
one should start keeping the pet
alone for a period of 15 minutes
which can gradually be increased
to two hours and longer.
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Inter - Departmental sports meet concludes
with Enthusiasm and team spirit : ECoR

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Visakhapatnam, April 30
. The one month long
Annual DRM Cup Inter-
Departmental Sports Mela
— 2025, organized by the
East Coast Railway Sports
Association (ECoRSA),
Waltair, concluded today at
Sri Srinivasa Kalyana
M andapam,
Visakhapatnam station
Road with avibrant closing

ceremony.
Railway employeesfrom
various  departments

enthusiastically took part
in 12 sporting disciplines,
with women employees
competing in 8 events. A
total of 14 departments
from across the Division
participated in this mega
sporting event, which was
organized with the core
motto of promoting
sportsmanship and team
spirit among theworkforce.

Divisional Railway

RO
LA At

7

INTER DEPARTMENTAL

Manager and President of
ECoRSA Waltair, Shri Lalit
Bohra, graced the closing
ceremony as Chief Guest.
Shri Manoj Kumar Sahoo,
ADRM (Operations), Shri
E. Santharam, ADRM
(Infrastructure), Shri M.

Haranath, Senior
Divisional Finance
Manager and Sports

Officer, Shri A. Avinash,
Joint Sports Officer and Sr.
DOM (Operations),
Treasurer Shri Jusuf Kabir
Ansari, Assistant Sports
Officers Shri ShPatil & Shri
Sahu, Smt. N. Usha,
General Secretary of
ECoRSA, aong with other
officers and sports
personnel. The
representatives  from
recognized trade Unions
were also graced the
occasion.

Inhisaddress, the DRM
emphasized theimportance
of such eventsin fostering

CSK knocked out of
IPL, Chahal, Shreyas,
Parbhsimran takes
PBKS to easy win

Chennai, April 30 (UNI) : Fivetime winners Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) were knocked out of IPL, as Punjab
Kings(PBKS), thanksto half centuriesby skipper Shreyas

lyer and opener Prabhsimran

Singh, scored a thumping win by four wickets with
two ball to spare at the Chepauk stadium here on

Wednesday night.

After bowling out CSK for 190, which waslargely due
to a four wicket haul, including a second hat-trick by
spinner Yuzuvendra Chahal inthe 19th over, PBK S crossed
the finishing line with consummate ease despite losing
three wickets in the death overs.

Openers Priyansh Arya (23, 15 balls, 5x4) and
Prabhsimran gave a solid start with a 44-run stand in 4.4
overswith some fluent power hitting.

Then Prabhsimran (54, 36 balls, 5x4, 3x6) and Shreyas
Iyer took the game away from CSK, with ablazing 72-run
stand for the second wicket in 8.2 overs, carting the home
bowlers to all parts of the ground with a flurry of
boundaries. A couple of dropped catches by CSK also
compounded their woes.The exit of Prabhsimranand No.4
Nehal Wadhera (5) in quick succession did not alter the
course of the chase as Shreyas lyer came up with a
scintillating knock (72, 41 balls, 5x4, 4x6), picking up 20
runs in the 17th over of Sri Lankan slinger Matheehsa
Pathirana which doused the hopes of the home team.

Theexit of Shreyas, with just threerunsremaining after
Shashank Singh'sbrief cameo (23, 12 balls, 1x4, 1x6) came
too late as CSK lost their eighth match and crashed out of
thislucrative league as the visitors won with two ballsto
spareoverhauling thetarget scoring 194 for six for itssixth
win.Threewicketsin three oversraised aglimmer of hope,
but the CSK's chennai fortress was breached once again,
losing its sixth home match, while hoping for some face
saving win in their remaining contests to avoid finishing

as wooden spoonists.

While PBK'S jumped to the second spot in the points
table (13 pts), CSK's fortunes continued to plummet as
they definitely fell short by 10-15 runs, with Chahal doing
the damage in the death overs.

Earlier, asked to bat first CSK werewell set for ascore
of 200, despitelosing three wicketsin the power play. Sam
Curran'sfirst half century this edition (88, 47 balls, 9x4,

4x6) and Dewald Brevis

(32, 26 balls, 2x4, 1x6), revived theinningswith afourth
wicket stand setting the stage for a big total.

camaraderieand interaction
among employees. He
highlighted the unique
character of the Sports
Mela, noting that it is one
of a kind within Indian
Railways. He also
announced that the
Electrical Engineering
(Operations) team clinched
the  Overall Team
Championship, while the
RPF team emerged as
runners-up. Trophies and
Presentationsweregivento
the winners by the DRM.
In the welcoming
speech Sports Officer Shri
M Haranath appreciated the
team management for
excellent organization of
the Inter Departmental
Sports Mela-2025 and also
mentioned that ECORSA
will release a calendar of
events of sports to be
conducted in the coming

yea.
Departments  that
Praggnanandhaa
second as
Fedoseev
extends lead
Warsaw (Poland) April
30  (UNI) GM

Praggnanandhaa
Rameshbabu has bounced
back from arocky start to
stay in contention for the
top honours at the 2025
Superbet Rapid & Blitz
Poland.

Despite suffering two
early losseson thefirst day
of blitz, the Indian chess
prodigy has shown
resilience, securing five
victories and drawing
against tournament leader
GM Vladimir Fedoseev. As
the event heads into its
final day, Praggnanandhaa
sits in sole second place,
just 3.5 points behind the
leader and with several
contenders breathing down
his neck.

Although the
tournament has been a
whirlwind for the young
GM, he remains unshaken
by the fluctuations of
speed chess.

"It's a long event and
you just have to keep
going," Praggnanandhaa
reflected, recalling his
experience at Tata Steel
ChessIndia2024, where he
turned around arough start
tofinish strong. His ability
to recover and persevere
has been on full display,
and his performance on
Day 1 of the blitz has kept
himwithin striking distance
of thetitle.

Fedoseev, who surged
ahead with an outstanding
8/9 score on Tuesday,
leads with acommanding
16.5 points, but the chase
for second place is far
from settled.

F
e

participated in the event
included:

Accounts, Medical,
Operating, Engineering,
Commercial, Electrical
(General), Mechanical

(C&W), Personnel,
Construction, Signal &
Telecom, Mechanical
(DLS), Electrical

(Operations), Electrical
(TRS), Electrical (TRD),
RPF, Safety, and Stores.

Events for men
included:

Football, Volleyball,
Athletics, Weightlifting,
Table Tennis, Shuttle
Badminton, Ball Badminton,
Chess, Carrom,
Bodybuilding, Tennis, and
Cricket.

Events for women
included:

Weightlifting, Chess,
Table Tennis, Volleyball,
Carrom, Shuttle Badminton,
Athletics, Tug of War, and
Walking.

Maxwell
ruled out, no
replacement
yet: Shreyas
lyer

Chennai, April 30 (UNI)
: Punjab Kings skipper
Shreyas lyer on
Wednesday confirmed that
Audtraianalrounder Glenn
Maxwell has sustained a
fractured finger and
remains unavailable for
selection, adding that the
team is yet to decide on a
replacement.

"It's unfortunate that
he'sgot afractured finger,"
lyer said at the toss against
Punjab Kings. "We haven't
decided on areplacement so
far," he added.

Maxwdll’sinjury comes
at atime when Punjab are
seeking stability in the
middle  order and
experience with the ball.
The Australian has
endured adifficult IPL 2025
season, managing just 48
runs in six innings.
However, with the ball, he
has been relatively
effective, claiming four
wickets.

Meanwhile, the race to
the playoffs continues to
tighten. Punjab, with 11
points from nine matches
(fivewins, threelossesand
one no result), currently
occupy thefifth positionon
the points table. A win
against CSK in their
upcoming fixture could
catapult them to second
place, further intensifying
the competition for top-

four spots.
Further updates on
Maxwell’s recovery

timeline and the team’s
decision on a potential
replacement are awaited.

Veteran shooting coach
Sunny Thomas dies

New Delhi, April 30
(UNI) : India’'s longest-
serving national shooting
coach Sunny Thomasdied on
Wednesday in Kottayam,
Kerda, following a cardiac
arrest, the National Rifle
Asodition of India(NRAL)
confirmed.

Thomeas, aformer NRAI
Vice-President, was84. He
is survived by his wife KJ
Josammaand three children
— Manoj Sunny, Sanil
Sunny and Sonia Sunny.

A pioneering figure in
Indian sports, Prof Thomas
served as India's national
shooting coach from 1993
t02012. During thisperiod,
he transformed the
landscape of Indian
shooting and laid the
foundation for the
country’s emergence as a
global powerhouse in the
sport.Under his guidance,
Indian shooters achieved
landmark success on the
Olympic stage. These
included Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore’s silver
medal at the 2004 Athens
Olympics, Abhinav
Bindra shistoric gold at the
2008 Beijing Olympics —
India’s first individual
Olympic gold — and the
twin podium finishes at
London 2012, where Vijay
Kumar won silver and
Gagan Narang bagged
bronze.Prof Thomas was
honoured with the
DronacharyaAwardin 2001
for his outstanding
contribution to Indian
shooting — becoming the
first coachinthediscipline
to receive the prestigious
recognition.In a statement,
theNRAI said, "Prof Sunny

Thomas' contribution to
the promotion and
development of shooting in
Indiaisunparalleled. Helaid
the foundation for India’s
success in the sport and
mentored some of the
nation’s finest shooters.”
Tributespouredinfrom
across the shooting
fraternity, many of whom
credited him asthearchitect

of their careers.
Bindra said, "Deeply
saddened to hear about the

passing of Prof. Sunny
Thomas. Hewasmorethan
acoach— hewasamentor,
guide, and father figure to
generations of Indian
shooters."Narang, bronze
medallist at the 2012
London Olympics,
described Thomas as the
"lighthouse of Indian
shooting.” He held the
sport together in its initial
days when it was
growing... alot of shooters,
including me, owe their
success to him,” Narang
said.NRAI  President
Kalikesh Narayan Singh
Deo called his demise an
irreplaceableloss: "Thisis
a void which Indian
shooting will find very
difficult to fill. Professor
Thomas was an institution
in shooting, and India
would not have becomethe
shooting power that it is
today without his selfless
contribution to our sport.”
Known  for  his
discipline, scientific
training methods, and deep
commitment, Prof Thomas
introduced a structured
approach to coaching at a
time when the sport was
till developingin India.

India U19 men's team arrives
inArunachal Pradesh
for SAFF U19 Championship

Itanagar, April 30 (UNI)
: ThelndiaU19 men'steam
arrived in Itanagar,
Arunachal Pradesh, on
Wednesday, ahead of the
SAFF U19 Championship
2025, scheduled to take
place from May 9 to 18 at
the Golden Jubilee Stadium
inYupia

Kipa Ajay, Treasurer,
AIFF and Honorary
Secretary, Arunachal
Pradesh Football
Association, welcomed the
25-member Indian squad,
coached by Bibiano
Fernandes, at the Donyi Polo

AirportintheArunachal
capital. The Blue Coltshad
been training at the
Padukone-Dravid

Centre for Sports
Excellence in Bengaluru
beforearriving in the Land
of theDawn-Lit Mountains.

It will mark a historic

occasion in the sporting
history of Arunachal
Pradesh as the state will
host an international
football tournament for the
firsttime.

HostsIndiawill face Sri
Lanka (May 9) and Nepal
(May 13) in Group B.
Maldives, Bhutan, and
Bangladesharein GroupA.
The top two teams from
each group will qualify for
the semi-finals that will be
played on May 16. Thefina
will take placeon May 18.

India's 25-member
squad for the SAFF U19
Championship  2025:
Goalkeepers: Aarush Hari,
Aheibam Suraj Singh,
Rohit. Defenders: Ashik
Adhikari, Takhellambam
Bungson Singh, Jodric
Abranches, Malemngamba
Singh Thokchom,
Mohammed Kaif, Mukul

Panwar, Sumit Sharma
Brahmacharimayum,
Sohum Utreja, Roshan
Singh Thangjam.
Midfielders: Danny
Meitei Laishram, Gurnaj
Singh Grewal, Md Arbash,
Ningthoukhongjam Rishi
Singh, Daniyal
Makakmayum,
Singamayum Shami.
Forwards:
Ahongshangbam Samson,
Bharat Lairenjam,
Chaphamayum Rohen
Singh, Omang Dodum,
Prashan Jgjo, Hemneichung
Lunkim, Yohaan Benjamin.
Head coach: Bibiano

Fernandes
Assistant coach:
Remus Gomes
Goalkeeper coach:
Dipankar Choudhury
Strength and
conditioning coach:

Chelston Pinto

Bangladesh beat Zimbahwe
by an innings and 106 runs

Chattogram, April 30 (UNI) : Spinners
reigned supreme as Bangladesh thumped
Zimbabwe by an innings and 106 runsin
the second Test of the two-match series
against Zimbabwe here on Wednesday.

Mehedi Hasan Miraz picked up afive-
wicket haul, Taijul Islam scalped three,
while Nayeem Hasan chipped in with a
solitary wicket as spinners accounted for
nine wickets to bundle out Zimbabwe for
111 in the final session on Day 3. after
Bangladesh posted 444 in response to the

visitor's227.

The Tigers amassed 444, thanks to
Miraz's 104 and a 41-run knock from
tailender Tanzim Hasan Sakib after
Shadman Islam's 120, giving the Tigersa

227-runlead.

Zimbabwe'sreply got off to an abysmal
start asthey lost half their side for just 69
runs on the board. Opener Ben Curran
scored 46 and tried to hold one end but
the spin challenge proved too steep for

the visitors.

Taijul Islam, who took five wicketsin
the first innings, removed Brian Bennett
(6) and Nick Welch (2) before the Tea
interval.Nayeem Hasan then joined the

party with thedismissal of Sean Williams.

There was a 47-run partnership
between Ben Curranand Craig Ervine, but
then Miraz returned to strike atriple blow.
From 69 for three, Zimbabwe suddenly
became 73 for six with Curran holding up
one end, the Daily Star reported.

Thisisthefirst timein 16 innings at
home that Bangladesh have managed to
get past 400.

Miraz was the last man out, for 104
runs, as Bangladesh bossed the third

day's play thus far.

Taijul Islam (20) wasthe only wicket
to fall on the morning, becoming the
fourth victim of leg-spinner Vincent
Masekesa, who ison debut. Tanzim Sakib

(41) was the next to fal in the second

session before Miraz's dismissal wrapped
up the innings.

Vincent Masekesafinished with afive-
wicket haul on debut.

Zimbabwe, who lead the two-match

series 1-0, had scored 227 in their first

innings after having won the toss.
Brief score:
Zimbabwe; 227 & 111
Bangladesh: 444

Athletic Bilbao gearing up for Manchester
United in Europa League semifinal

Madrid, April 30 (UNI) :
Athletic Bilbao and
Manchester United go
head-to-head inthefirst leg
of their UEFA Europa
Leaguesemifina inthe San
Mames Stadium on
Thursday night.Athletic
goes into the match with a
100 percent record in its
home ground, while
Manchester United is
unbegten in the tournament,
meaning that something
has to give.

Therearehigh hopesin
Bilbao that Athletic can
reach the third European
final in the club's history,
with the added incentive
that thefinal will be played
at its San Mames stadium
on May 21.United,
meanwhile, hasthe Europa
League as the only way to
save amiserable campaign
and qualify for Europe next
season, although coach
Ruben Amorim did not rest
anyone for the 1-1 draw
away to Bournemouth at
the weekend, fielding a
strong side including
Bruno Fernandes, who is
the heart of his side's
creativeplay.

After a rare weekend
without a game, Athletic
coach Ernesto Valverde has
virtually a full squad to
choosefrom, with attacking

midfielder Oihan Sancet the
only absentee as he
struggles with yet another
muscleinjury.

Sancet is the top scorer
and penalty taker and will
be missed, although
Valverde can decide
between Unal Garciaor Alex
Berenguer asreplacements.
Veterans Oscar de Marcos
and Yuri Berchichewill play
as full-backs for Athletic,
with Spain international
Dani Vivian and Yeray
Alvarezin central defense.

Vivian's duels with
Harry Maguireat set pieces
promises to be one of the
key tactica battles of the
game. Mikel Jauregizar and
Inigo Ruiz de Galarretawill
play in central midfield,
where they face an
important battle against
Manuel Ugarte and

Casemiro, while in attack
Maruan Sannabi will lead
the line, partnered by the
Williamsbrothersinaki and
Nico on the flanks.

Nobody in Bilbao has
forgotten the Europa
L eague meeting between
thetwo clubsin the last-16
in2012, which saw Athletic
outplay United to win 3-2
at Old Trafford and follow
that upwitha2-1winin San
Mamesfor a’5-3 aggregate
win that did not really
reflect itsdominanceonthe
pitch. Few citiesintheworld
get behind their football
teamintheway Bilbaodoes,
and gtreets, barsand ba conies
will be festooned with
Athletic'sredandwhitecolors
for what promisestobeatense
andemotional day in one of
the biggest games in the
club's history.

Printed, Published and Owned by
Mohammed Shafi

Printed at KR Graphics,
# 2-3-703/8, Tirumala Nagar Colony, Amberpet,
Hyderabad - 500 013 and
Published from # 2-3-645/8/1,
Back Side of CPL Church, Prem Nagar,
Amberpet, Hyderabad-500 013

Editor: Mohammed Shafi
R.N.l.No. : TELENG/2011/39668

Cell :9849881368, Tel : 040 - 23232705
Email : standardposthyd@gmail.com




STANDARD POST, Hyderabad

Thursday, May 1, 2025

General Manager along with Central Railway Officials Two and a half lakh

meet Members of Purllument of Mumbul DIVISIOII

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, April 30 : Mr
Dharam Veer Meena,
General Manager, Central
Railway along with
Principal Head of the
Departments & Divisional
Railway Manager, Mumbai
met Hon’ble Members of
Parliament at  “Chintan”
Conference Hall, Central
Railway Headquarters
Building on 30.04.2025.

Mr Dharam Veer
Meena, General Manager,
Central Railway alongwith
Principal Head of the
Departments & Divisional
Railway Manager, Mumbai
met Membersof Parliament
a “Chintan” Conference
Hall, Central Railway
Headquarters Building on
30.04.2025.

“Earlier, the General
Manager welcomed the
Membersof Parliament with
shawl and Shrifal. In his
welcome address, Mr
Meena commended their
cooperation and motivation
in completing the projects
and further said under their
guidance will serve the
esteemed passengers with

better amenities.”

Mr  Hiresh Mina,
Divisional Railway
Manager, Mumbai Division
gave a presentation on
Achievements of Mumbai
Division.”

Mr  Shyam Sunder
Gupta, Principal Chief
Operations Manager, Mr
Arvind Makhede, Principal
Chief Commercid Manager,
Mr Anup Kumar Agrawal,
Principal Chief Electrical
Engineer, Mr Rajnish

Mathur, Principal Chief
Engineer, Mr Maninder
Uppal, Principal Chief
Signal & Telecom Enginesr,
Mr Subodh Kumar Sagar,
Principal Chief Mechanical
Engineer, Mr Surendra
Nath Chaudhari, Principal
Chief Security
Commissioner, Smt Shobha
Jagganath, Principal Chief
Medical Director, Mr
Hiresh Mina, Divisional
Railway Manager, Mumbai
Division, Central Railway,

Shri D Chandrakar, Chief
Engineer (Const), Mr
Piyush Chaturvedi,
Secretary, Central Railway
and Dr. Swapnil Nila, Chief
Public Relations Officer,
Central Railway were also
present in the meeting. “
Mr K. K. Mishra,
Deputy General Manager
Centrd Railway conductedthe
proceedings of the meeting.
Revised composition of
Trainno 17614/17613 Hazur
Sahib Nanded-Panvel-

Services should be provided to electricity consumers
as per the nght to Serwce Act : Dilip Jagdale

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Kalyan, April 30 : he
state government has
implemented the Right to
Service Act to provide
variouscivil servicestothe
people of the state within
the prescribed period. Dilip
Jagdale, Joint Managing
Director of Konkan
Regional Division of
Mahavitaran, gave orders

to the officers and
employees to implement
thiseffectively.

He gavethese ordersin
a video conference
organized on Wednesday
(30th April) with the Chief
Engineers and
Superintending Engineers
under the Konkan Regional
Division. On the occasion
of the Right to Service
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Fortnlght the state
government has launched
the Mahavitaran portal. In
this, various services have
been made available to
electricity consumers.
These services should be
provided to the consumers
within the prescribed
period. Hewarned of action
against officers and
employees who neglect

thiswork. Themeetingwas
attended by  Chief
Engineers of Kalyan and
Bhandup Circles
Chandramani Mishra, Chief
Engineer of Konkan Circle
Anil  Doye, Chief
Engineer of Nashik Circle
Sundar Latpate, Chief
Engineer of Jalgaon
Circle Ibrahim Mulani
and Superintending
Engineers of all the
divisional offices. “
Earlier, Joint Managing
Director Mr. Jagdale
administered the oathto the
officers and employees
present at the regional
officein Godrgj Hill areaon
the occasion of Seva
Fortnight. Superintending
Engineers Nilkamal
Chaudhary, Kailash
Dudhbarve, Mohan
Kaloge, Deputy General
Manager Yogesh Khairnar,
Assistant General Manager
Havisha Jagtap were
present on this occasion.

WR state Bhrat scouts and guides
organised ath District rally

(Sandard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 30 :
Western Railway State
Bharat Scouts & Guides
successfully held its 5th
Digtrict Rally from 25th April
to 28th April, 2025 at the
State Training Centre,
Gholvad. With the central
theme of "Peace and Trug,"
this year's rally brought
together 104 Scouts and
GuidesfromacrossMumbai
District to promotevauesof
harmony, mutual
undergtanding, and service.
According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Westen Railway, Mr Vineet
Abhishek, the objective of
the rally was to foster a
culture of peace and
dialogue, encourage
community service, and
strengthen intercultural
understanding among
young participants.
Activitiesweredesigned to
highlight these goals and
provide a meaningful,
collaborative experiencefor
all  attendees. 104
participants from all Units
of Mumbai District such as

Gllmpseﬁ of various actlvmes and group photo of the 5th D|str|ct Rally held at State
Training Centre, Gholvad by Western Railway State Bharat Scouts & Guide.

Mumbd, Vasad, Suret/Udhng,
Nandurber and Sndkhedawere
pat of thiscamp.

The rally featured a
wide range of inter-patrol
competitionsincluding face
painting, mehendi, rangoli,
and poster-making. In line
with environmental
awareness efforts,
participants engaged in a

recycling project by
creatively reusing plastic
bottles to construct
boundaries around trees at
the camp site. Team-
building events such astug
of war, box cricket, quiz
contests, and dance
competitions added to the
enthusiasm and
camaraderie. Every evening

concluded with a themed
campfire session,
reinforcing the message of
unity and shared purpose.
Mr Vineet further added
that senior Scout leaders
mentored new members
through hands-on training in
pioneeringskills includingthe
congruction of gadgets and
athree-poletower.

Hazur Sahib Nanded
Expressand Trainno 17630/
17629 Hazur Sahib Nanded-
Pune-Hazur Sahib Nanded
Expressaregiven below:-

OneAC-2Tier, FiveAC-
3Tier, 05 Sleeper Class, 4
General Second Class, 1
General Second Classcum
Guard’'s Brake Van and 1
Generator Van.

Train no 17641/17613
Hazur Sahib Nanded-
Panvel-Hazur Sahib
Nanded Express will run
with revised composition
Ex. Hazur Sahib Nanded
Hazur Sahib Nanded from
1st May 2025 and from Ex.
Panvel from 2nd May 2025.

Train no 17630/17629
Hazur Sahib Nanded-Pune-
Hazur Sahib Nanded
Express will run with
revised composition EX.
Hazur Sahib Nanded from
3rd May 2025 and Ex. Pune
from 4th May 2025.

For detailed timingsand
halts of thesetrains, please
v i S i t
www.enquiry.indianral.govin
or download NTESApp.

Passengers to please
note the above changes.

Rahul welcomes
caste census
decision;
demands clear
implementation

timeline

New Delhi, April 30
(UNI) Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday welcomed the
Central Government's
decision to include caste
enumeration in the
forthcoming national
censusand called for aclear
implementationtimeline.

Addressing a press
conference at the party
office here, Gandhi
reiterated the party's
longstanding demand for a
caste  census and
emphasised the need to
break the 50 percent cap on
reservation.

"We also advocate
eliminating the 50 percent
cap on reservations asit is
increasingly becoming an
impediment to
development, progressand
the advancement of the
backward castes, Dalits,
and Adivasis," Gandhi
said.Highlighting
"Telanganaasamodel state
that successfully
conducted a
comprehensive  caste
census’, Gandhi urged the
Central Government to
"incorporate some of its
effective approachesin the
national census ".

The former Congress
president also demanded
the swift implementation of
Article 15(5), which
pertains to reservations in
private educational
institutions — a law that
already exists."Weurgethe
government to implement it
without any delay,” he
added.

The Raebareli MP also
praised all the Congress
members, workers, and
every single person,
activistsfrom the backward
communities, Dalits, and
Adivasis who fought for
the caste census.

While replying to a
guestion on the Pahalgam
terror attack, Gandhi said,
"l would not like to
comment as to how this
happened, | just want to
say that those who have
doneit will haveto pay the
pricefor this".

customers in Kalyan circle
have TOD [Smartl IIIBIBI'S

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Kalyan/Vasai/Pal ghar,
April 30 : Mahavitaran is
installing such
sophisticated TOD (Timeof
Day) meters among low-
voltage electricity
consumers. So far, TOD
meters have been installed
among two lakh 26
thousand customers in
Kalyan circle. These meters
are not prepaid. The
customers to whom these
meters are being installed
are being given monthly
bills after the electricity
consumption as before.
Through this meter, the
concerned customer and
Mahavitaran will get
accurate information about
how much electricity is
being used at what time.
Along with this, no
financial burden will be
borne by the customers.
These meters are for the
benefit of electricity
consumers and
Mahavitaran has appealed
not to believe the
misconceptionsand rumors
being spread about these
meters.

The TOD meter has a
communication port and
the meter is connected to
the server of Mahavitaran.
Due to this, rea-time data
of the meter isavailable to
Mahavitaran. Therefore,
information about the meter
being faulty can be
obtained immediately. The
meter reading will be
automatic. There is no
scope  for human
intervention in this. Dueto
automatic meter reading,

beableto seetheelectricity
consumption of every hour
and day on their mobile.
There will be no financial
burden on the customers
for installing the meter, and
the discount is being
provided from the central
government funds.
Currently, Mahavitaran
has installed TOD meters
for dl industrial customers.
Accordingly, Mahavitaran
provides discounts to
industrial customers for
electricity consumption
during aspecific period. On
the same lines, it is
proposed to provide
discounts to domestic
customers in the future if
they use electricity during
a specific time. This will
benefit only the customers.

TOD meters have been
installed at all government
offices and residences,
including Mahavitaran,
M ahapareshan, and mobile
tower customers. The
customers are receiving
positive response for
installing these meters. As
aresult, TOD meters have
been installed in Kalyan
Circletill now for 2 lakh 25
thousand 984 customers of
various categories. This
includes 48 thousand 669
TOD metersingdledfor new
eectricity connections.

TOD metersinstalledin
Kayan Circle--“ OfficeNew
electricity connections
Changed meters
Total“Kalyan Circle One
9,07342,55751,630"Kdyan
Circle Two 13,712 53,935

the customers will get
accurate and timely bills.
Sincethisis a state-of-the-
art meter, the customer will

any

Also, the installation of
these meters will not have
impact
prevailing electricity rates.

67,647 Palghar 8,412 33,659
42,071"Vasai 17,472 47,164
64,636"Kdyan Circle48,669
1,77,3152,25,984

on the

WR to run three summer special
trains to various destinations

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, April 30 :For the convenience
of passengers and with aview to meet the
travel demand especially during the
summer season, Western Railway has
decided to run three Special Trains on
Special Fare to various destinations.
Besidesthis, WR has has decided to extend
thetripsof Train No. 09189/09190 Mumbai
Central - Katihar Weekly Special train on
Special fare on existing composition,
timings, and stoppages, etc.

According to apress release issued by
Chief Public Relations Officer of Western
Railway, Mr Vineet Abhishek the details of
the special train is as under:

1. Train No. 09067/09068 Udhna—
Jaynagar Weekly Unreserved Special
[8Trips]

Train No. 09067 Udhna — Jaynagar
Special will depart from Udhna every
Sunday at 12.20 hrs and reach Jaynagar
at 20.50 hrs, the next day. Thistrain will
run from 4th May to 25th May, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09068 Jaynagar —
Udhna Specia will depart from Jaynagar
every Monday at 23.50 hrs and reach
Udhna at 12.15 hrs, on Wednesday. This
train will run from 5th May to 26th May,
2005

Enroute this train will halt at
Chalthan, Nandurbar, Bhusaval,
Khandwa, Itarsi Jn, Jabalpur, Katni,
Satna, Manikpur Jn, Prayagraj Cheoki,
Pt. Deen Dayd Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara,
Danapur, Patliputra, Hgjipur Jn, Muzaffarpur
Jn, Samastipur Jn, Darbhanga Jn and
Madhubani stations in both directions.

Thistrain comprisesof General Second
Class coaches.

2. Train No. 09069/09070 Udhna -
Samastipur Weekly Special [10 Trips]

Train No. 09069 Udhna - Samastipur
Special will depart from Udhna every
Saturday at 20.35 hrs and will reach
Samastipur at 02.35 hrs, on Monday. This
train will run from 3rd May to 31st May,
2025. Similarly, TrainNo. 09070 Samastipur
- Udhna Specid will depart from Samasti pur

every Monday at 05.00 hrs. & will arrive
Udhnaat 14.00 hrs, the next day. Thistrain
will runfrom 5th May to 2nd June, 2025.

Enroutethistrain will halt at Chalthan,
Nandurbar, Bhusaval, Khandwa, Itarsi Jn,
Jabalpur, Katni, Satna, Manikpur Jn,
Prayagraj Cheoki, Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra,
Hajipur Jn and Muzaffarpur Jn stationsin
both directions.

This train comprises of Sleeper Class
and General Second Class coaches.

3. Train N0.09407/09408 Ahmedabad
- Danapur Weekly Special [14 Trips]:

Train No. 09407 Ahmedabad - Danapur
Special will depart Ahmedabad every
Tuesday at 09.20 hrs & will reach Danapur
at 19.00 hrs, the next day. Thistrainwill run
from 6th May to 17th June, 2025. Similarly,
Train No. 09408 Danapur - Ahmedabad
Special will depart from Danapur every
Wednesday at 22.30 hrs & will reach
Ahmedabad at 06.00 hrs, on Friday. This
train will run from 7th May to 18th June,
2025.

Enroute this train will halt at Nadiad,
Chhayapuri, Ratlam, Ujjain, Sant Hirdaram
Nagar, Bina, Saugor, Damoh, Katni
Murwara, Satha, Manikpur Jn, Prayagraj
Cheoki, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar
and Ara station in both directions.

Thistrain comprises of AC 2-Tier, AC
3-Tier, Slegper Classand General Second-
Class Coaches.

4. Extensionof TrainNo.09189/09190
Mumbai Central - Katihar Weekly Special:

Train No. 09189 Mumbai Central -
Katihar Weekly Special has been extended
up to 31st May, 2025. Similarly, Train No.
09190 Katihar — Mumbai Central Weekly
Special has been extended up to 3rd June,
2025.

The Booking for Train Nos. 09069,
09407 and extended tripsof Train No. 09189
will open from 2nd May, 2025 at all PRS
Counters and on IRCTC website. For
detailed information regarding timings of
halts and composition, passengers may
pleasevisit www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in
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