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AIADMK stages
walk out from

TN Assembly

Chennai, April 4
(UNI) : The principal
Opposition AIADMK
staged a walk out from
the Tamil  Nadu
Assembly on Friday
after Speaker M Appavu
refused permission to
raise issues concerning
the law and order
situation in the state.

When Leader of the
Opposition and
AIADMK  General
Secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswmi sought to
raise the issue, the
Speaker refused
permission. However, all
the AIADMK rose from
their seats and insisted
that Mr Palaniswami
should be allowed to
speak on the issue.

After heated
arguments and the
Speaker denying
permission, the
AIADMK members
staged a noisy walk out
amid shouting slogans
against the government.

Later, talking to
reporters outside the
Assembly premises, Mr
Palaniswami had adig at
the Speaker for not
allowing himtoraisethe
issue and said the law
and order had
deteriorated in the state.

He also wondered
whether a democratic
government or autocratic
regime was functioning
inthe State.

Jeppiaar Icon
awards

presented

Chennai, April 4
(UNI) : The 8th edition
of the Jeppiaar Icon
awards presentation
event was held in
Chennai on Friday to
honour extraordinary
individuals who
revolutionized their
respective domains.

Hosted by Jeppiaar
University, this event
brought together
[uminariesfrom cinema,
education, technology,
sports, and the culinary
arts, recognizing their
unparalleled
contributionsto society.

Dr. RegeenaJMurdli,
Chancellor of the
University, and Mr.
Murali Subramanian,
President of the
University, presented
the awards.

Those presented
withtheawardswereMs.
Jeyasree Ravi—Architect
of Modern Heritage
Fashion; popular
fimmaker  Karthik
Subbaraj, Madan Gowri
on Digita Education and
Engagement; Dr. Ashok
G. Verghese—Beacon of
Transformative
Education; Mano-The
Maestro of Melodies;
cricketer Vijay Shankar,
K.T. Srinivasa Raja —
Globa Ambassador of
South Indian Cuisine
and Vijay Karunakaran
of ImmersiveHesalthTech
Innovation.
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Inthisimage by PM O on Friday, Prime Minister NarendraM odi being wel comed upon hisarrival in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Colombo/New Delhi, welcomed meat theairport.

music, Indian stories and received by FM

April 4(UNI) : PimeMinister
Narendra Modi arrived in
Colombo on atwo-day state
visit on Friday evening, and
was enthusiastically
greeted by the Indian
community.

The PM witnessed
glimpses of a puppet show
highlighting parts of the
Sundar Kand.

In postson X, he said:

“I have arrived in
Colombo. | would like to
thank all the ministers and
other dignitaries who

| look forward to the events
I will be participating inin
SriLanka.”

“The rains were no
deterrent for a spectacular
welcome by the Indian
community in Colombo. |
was deeply moved by their
warmth and enthusiasm.
Grateful tothem!”

“During the community
welcome, also saw
translations of the thoughts
of Mahapurush Srimanta
Sankardev,  Sri Sri
Madhabdev, books on

parts of the GitaGovindain
Pali. May these cultural
bonds thrive forever!

“Witnessed glimpses of
a puppet show highlighting
parts of the Sundar Kand.
My compliments to Nalin
Gamwari and theteam of Sri
Anura Puppetry Society for
their passion and vigour.”

The MEA spokesperson
said:

“PM @narendramodi
landsin Colombo for a2-day
StateVisit to Sri Lanka.

@HMVijithaHerath,
Minister of Health & Mass
Media  @NalindaJay,
Minister of Labour Dr. Anil
Jayantha, Minister of
Fisheries Mr. Ramalingam
Chandrasekar, Minister of
Women & ChildAffairsMs.
Saroja Savithri Paulrg) &
Minister of S&T Dr.
Chrishantha Abeysena.”
“PM is the first foreign
Head of Government to be
invited by President
@anuradisanayake since he
took officein September 2024.”

“PM was warmly

Stalin says North population surge not to be
used as political weapon to silence south

Chennai, Apr 4 (UNI) Reiterating hisdemand for atruly
fair delimitation, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and DMK
President M K Stalin on Friday said the population surge
in North should not be used asapolitical weaponto silence
South.He said delimitation based on current population
was acrude metric that punishesthe great efforts of states
towards National demographic goals and undermines
federal fairness.In a post on X, Mr Stalin wrote "The
North’s population surge cannot be used as a political
weapon to silence the South."

"Delimitation based on current population is a crude
metric that punishes our great efforts towards national
demographic goals and undermines federal fairness', he
said.He also cited an article in a newspaper and said it
exposed the scale of disruption that could reshape Indian
democracy itself.

"Wedemand atruly Fair Delimitation!", Mr Stalin said.
Mr Stalin, while speaking at the CPI-M National Congress
at Madurai last night, flayed the Centrefor trying to destroy
the federal principles, which is an integral part of the
Constitution, inthe name of delimitation and aid stateslike
TN, Kerala and Karnataka and other states are strongly
opposing it.He also recalled the resolution adopted at the

first JAC meeting demanding maintenance of status quo
and freezing of delimitation processfor the next 25 years.

The southern states and other states are strongly
objecting to the proposed delimitation exercise based on
current population on the ground they stand to lose Lok
Sabha seats."But till date Prime Minister Narendra M odi
has not answered to it...the BJP is running a regime that
snatches the rights of the State..thisis fascism", he said,
adding, only if the BJP rule ends, true federalism will
blossomin India.Only if the BJPrule, whichisfunctioning
against State autonomy, federalism, social justice an
communal harmony, isousted, Federalismwill blossomin
India", he said.Mr Stalin had said under the proposed
current popul ation-based delimitation, Tamil Nadu's total
number Lok Sabha seats would be reduced from 39 to 31
(losing sight seats).The proposed exercise was aimed at
punishing the southern states which had effectively
implemented popul ation control measures and contributed
to the Nation's growth and development.He also said it
would benefit Northern states, especially the Hindi belt
region, where the population was high. Mr Stalin recalled
that twice resolutions were adopted in the State Assembly
and sent to the Centre for Presidential assent.

Sensex down over 930 points after imposition

of tarifts; About Rs 11

Mumbai, April 4 (UNI) :
A widespread selling,
following imposition of 26
per cent “Reciprocal
Tariffs’ by theUS
President Donald Trump,
was witnessed in the stock

companieslike Reliance
Industries, Larsen &
Toubro and Infosys
contributed to the market
downturn.The day opened
on a negative note at
76,160.09, faling 135

lakh crore lost

(FIls) continueto remain
net sellersin the cash
segment. The FlIs sold
equitiesworth Rs 2,806
crorewhilethe Domestic

Gasand Commaoditiesby
3.89 per cent each. Energy
by 3.65 per cent and
Reality by 3.61 per cent.
Meanwhilethe

market on Fridayasthe BSE
Sensex suffered aloss of
over 930 pointsto end the
day at 75,364.69 and
investors losing about Rs
11lakhcroreof wedthina
single day.

The National Stock
Exchange (NSE) fell 345.65
points to settle at
22,904.45. The substantial
drop in crude prices and
significant sellingin major

points. It remained
negative throughout the
session. During the day, it
tanked 1055 points
75,240.55, during intra-day
trading, before closing at
75,364.69, down 930.67
points from its previous
close. Weak global market
also contributed to weak
sentiments in the Asian
bourses.The Foreign
Institutional investors

Institutional Investors government maintained
(Dlls) bought equities to that it was analysing the
thetuneof Rs221.47 crore  impact of Reciprocal Tariffs

in the last trading session
yesterday, according to
|atest dataavailable. The
brokersinthe market said
the situation in the market
continues to be sensitive
and asked retail investors
to be cautious before
taking any decision.
Stocks that were badly
hit were Metal by 6.34 per
cent, followed by Oil and

and isin discussion with
the US authoritiesin this
regard. The mid-cap
declined 3.08 per cent and
thesmall cap by 3.43 per
cent. Inthe 30-share BSE
Sensex, shares of 22
companies ended in red
whilethat of 8 companies
werein green astheir
prices closed higher over
previous close.

Not in race for
BJP State Unit

Chief post :
Annamalai

Chennai, April 4 (UNI):
Tamil Nadu BJP Unit
President K Annamalai on
Friday said hewasnot inthe
race for the post of new
President. Talking to
reportershere, hesaid "l am
not in the race for the post
of BJP State Unit President".

"Let's talk after a new
State President was
elected", he said, while
evading a question on
whether he was being
replaced because of
insistence from the
AIADMK, with which the
saffron party has been
making several efforts to
revive the alliance for the
2026 Assembly polls,inabid
to unsea theruling DMK.

The alliance revival
efforts gained momentum
after AIADMK General
Secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami met Union
Home Minister and BJP Poll
strategist Amit Shah at Delhi
and Mr Shah after the
meeting posed that an NDA
government would be
formed in Tamil Nadu after
the 2026 el ections, hinting of
revival of aliance with the
Dravidianmgjor, withwhich
the AIADMK had been
stating that would not revive
the ties after walking out of
NDA ahead of 2024 Lok
Sabhapolls.

Later, Annamalai, who
had of late lowered his
criticism against AIADMK
after being an acerbic critic,
toovisited Delhi and met top
BJP leaders, triggering
speculations about revival
of ties, besides change of
L eadership at the State Unit.

Reports had been doing
the rounds that the BJP
L eadership was planning to
givehimanew post withlong
termresponsibility.

China to impose
additional 34
percent tariffs on
all US

Beijing, April 4 (UNI):
Chinawill imposeadditional
34-percent tariffs on all
products imported from the
United States starting from
April 10, the Asian giant's
Customs Tariff Commission
of the State Council
announced Friday.The
announcement follows the
US decision to impose
"reciprocd tariffs' on Chinese
exportsto the United Stetes, a
movethat thecommissonsaid
does not conform to
international trade rules,
serioudy undermines Chinas
legitimate rights and interests,
and represents atypicd act of
unilateral bullying.

The US move not only
harms the interests of the
United Statesitself, but also
jeopardizesglobal economic
development and the
stability of industrial and
supply  chains, the
commission said in a
statement.China urged the
US to immediately lift its
unilateral tariff measuresand
resolve trade disputes
through consultations on
the basisof equality, respect
and mutual benefits,
according to the statement.

Cabinet approves four multi-
tracking rail projects
worth Rs 18,658 crore

The Union Cabinet has approved four multi-
tracking projects across Indian Railways, covering
15 districts in three states -- Maharashtra, Odisha,
and Chhattisgarh at a cost of Rs 18,658 crore.
Addressing apress conference here on Friday, Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the decision was
taken at the Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday. (See on page 2)

I
Lebanese PM calls for maximum
pressure on Israel to halt ....

Tl

L ebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam on Friday
called for "maximum pressure on Isragl" to halt its
ongoing attacks across variousregions of Lebanon.In
a statement issued by his media office, Salam
condemned I srael's latest strike, saying, "Once again,
Israel targets the peace of the night, this time in the

'southern capital." ( See on page 5)

BWF to test scoring system in
global badminton events

TheWorld Badminton Federation (BWF) will test
a new 3x15 scoring system across 10 international
tournaments starting May 2025, the governing body
announced Thursday. Under the trial rules, matches
will be played as best-of -three games, with each game
won by the first player to reach 15 points.
(See on page 7)

Many 'commissionerates' of land
mafias formed in UP under ....

Samajwadi Party (SP) President Akhilesh Yadav
on Friday alleged that not only in Gorakhpur, Ayodhya,
Lucknow or Kanpur, but in reality, many
‘commissionerates of land mafia have been formed
under the rule of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in

the entire Uttar Pradesh. (See on page 8)
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Quad nations commit

of $20 mn to quake-hit

New Delhi, April 4 (UNI) : The Quad countriesof India,
Japan, Australia and the US, have so far committed
humanitarian assistance estimated at acombined val ue of
over USD 20 millionto quake-hit Myanmar.

In a joint statement, the Quad countries said:
“Through our funding and bilateral efforts, we are
delivering relief supplies, deploying emergency
medical teams and supporting humanitarian partners
working in Myanmar to provide carefor those affected by

the earthquake.”

“We extend our deepest sympathies and condolences
to the peoples of Myanmar and Thailand following the
earthquake that struck central Myanmar on March 28.

“The significant loss of life, injuries, and widespread
destruction of infrastructure worsen an already-dire
humanitarian situation in Myanmar.

“We wel comerecent commitmentsto temporary, partial
ceasefiresand call on al partiesto implement, extend and
broaden these measures, to provide a safe and conducive
environment to facilitate timely delivery of life-saving
humanitarian assistance throughout Myanmar.

“We welcome the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
statements of 29 and 30 March, and the support provided
by ASEAN and countriesin theregion to the communities

affected.

“The Quad is coordinating efforts to ensure that our
response effectively and efficiently distributes assistance
and meets the needs of the communities affected.

TheQuad’'s Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief Partnership has established a coordination
group that is collaborating closely with other
partners, including the ASEAN Coordinating Centre
for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management.

Cabinet approves four multi-tracking
rail projects worth Rs 18,658 crore

New Dehi, April 4 (UNI)
: The Union Cabinet has
approved four multi-
tracking projects across
Indian Railways, covering
15 districtsin three states -
- Maharashtra, Odisha, and
Chhattisgarh at acost of Rs
18,658 crore.

Addressing a press
conference here on Friday,
Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the decision
was taken at the Cabinet
meeting chaired by Prime
Minister NarendraModi on
Wednesday.

These projects are
aimed to ensure seamless
and faster transportation of
both passengers and
goods. Theseinitiativeswill
improve travel
convenience, reduce
logistic cost, decrease oil
imports and contribute to
lower CO2 emissions,
supporting sustainable and
efficient rail operations, the

approval of these projects,
the existing network of the
Indian Railways will
increaseby 1,247 kms.
Vaishnaw said that the
projects aim to enhance
logistical efficiency by
increasing theline capacity
along the key routes for
coal, iron ore, and other
minerals. These

improvements will
streamline the supply
chains, thereby

contributing to accelerated
economic growth.

“These projectswill be
completed upto 2030-31
and will generate direct
employment for about 379
lakh human-days during
construction period,” he
said. These projectsinclude
the Sambalpur — Jarapda
3rd and 4th Line,
Jharsuguda — Sason 3rd
and 4th Line, Kharsia —
Naya Raipur — Parmalkasa
5th and 6th Line and

DRDO & Indian Army conduct four
humanitarian assistance  SUCCE@SSTUl flight-tests of Armyversion of
Medium-Range Surface-to-Air Missile

(Sandard Post Bureau)
New Delhi, April 4 :
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and the Indian
Army conducted four
successful flight-tests of
the Army version of
Medium-Range Surface-to-
AirMissle(MRSAM) from
Dr APJAbdul KalamIsland
off the coast of Odisha on
April 03& 04,2025. Thefour
operational flight-trials
were carried out against
high-speed aerial targets.
The missiles intercepted
the aerial targets and
destroyed them, registering
direct hits. The trials were
carried out to intercept four
targetsat long-range, short-
range, high altitude and low
altitude, proving the
operational capability.
The flight-tests were
carried out with theweapon
system in operational
condition. The performance
of the weapon system was
validated through the flight
data captured by range
instrumentslike radarsand

doubling.

The projects are result
of PM-Gati Shakti National
Master Plan for multi-modal
connectivity which have
been possible through
integrated planning and will
provide seamless
connectivity for movement
of people, goods and
services.With these
projects, 19 new stations
will be constructed,
enhancing connectivity to
two aspirational districts--
Gadchiroli and
Rajnandgaon. The multi-
tracking project will
enhance connectivity to
around 3,350 villages and
about 47.25 lakh
population.Kharsia— Naya
Raipur — Parmalkasa will
provide direct
connectivity to new areas
such asBalodaBazar. This
will createpossibilities for
setting up of new
industrial units including

Minister added.With Gondia— Balharshah cement plantsintheregion.
NN
Maharashtra State Electricity Transmission Co. Ltd.
MSETCL invites online bids (E-Tender) from registered contractors/agencies on
Mahatransco E-Tendering website https://srmetender.mahatransco.in for following
works under EHV O&M Division, Kalwa,
Sr. Tender No Estimated Nature of Work Download of tender
No. Amountin Rs. documents Date
1 |EE/EHVI/(O&M)/| 5,99,100.31 [Work of hiring of LMV for use of
Dn./KLW Executive Engineer, EHV (O&M) Dn.,
ITENDER/01/20 Kalwa for the year 2025-26 - (RFx. No.
25- 26 7000035331)
2 |EE/EHV/(O&M)/| 5,99,110.80 |Work of hiring of LMV i.e. Tata Sumo /
Dn./KLW Innova/ Mahindra / Bolero for 220KV
ITENDER/04/20 Temghar & 100KV Bhiwandi
25- 26 substation under EHV (O&M) Dn.,
Kalwa for the year 2025-26. (RFx no
7000035334)
3 |EE/EHV/(O&M)/| 5,99,954.73 |Work of hiring of MMV i.e. Mahindra
Dn./KLW Bolero Pickup / private tempo to attend| Tender Downloading
ITENDER/10/20 the maintenance / breakdown work of Dates & time.
25- 26 the lines of EHV Line maintenance| From Dt. 04.04.2025
S/Dn., Kalwa under EHV (O&M) Dn.,| To Dt: 14.04.2025
Kalwa. (RFx. No.7000035341) up to 10:00 Hrs.
Technical
4 |EE/EHVI/(O&M)/| 5,99,954.73 |Work of hiring of MMV i.e. Mahindra Opening: -
Dn./KLW/ Bolero Pickup to attend the Dt.14.04.2025 at
TENDER/11/202 maintenance / breakdown work of the 11:00 hrs
5-26 lines of 400kV Line maintenance| (Onwards if possible)
S/Dn., Kalwa under EHV (O&M) Dn., Commercial
Kalwa. (RFx. No.7000035345) Opening:- Dt
5 |EE/EHV/(O&M)/| 5,99,110.80 |Work of Hiring of LMV i.e. TATA Sumo/ 14,-\‘::-;"%";5\’,\, Ztr(::;f“
Dn./KLW Innova/Bolero/Mahindra for substation ibl
ITENDER/13/20 maintenance subdivision Kalwa under possible)
25-26 EHV O&M Division, Kalwa. (RFx. No.
7000035338)
6 |EE/EHV/(O&M)/| 599,954.73 |Work of hiring of Additional MMV
Dn./KLW Mahindra Bolero Camper 5-Seater/
ITENDER/15/20 Tata Yodha Ex Crew Cabin Pickup 5-
25- 26 seater/ Isuzu D-Max Pickup 5- Seater
or equivalent vehicle to attend the
maintenance/ breakdown for 400KV
Lines Sub-Division, Kalwa under EHV
(O&M) Dn., Kalwa for the year 2025-
26., (RFx.N0.7000035346)
Tender fee:- Rs. 500+GST
Contact Person : The Executive Engineer, Mob. No. 9930496231.
For further details visit our Mahatransco E-Tendering website https://srmetender.
mahatransco.in
Note :- All eligible interested contractors are mandated to get enrolled on SRM E-Tender portal
(New) - hitps://srmetender.mahatransco.in. -Sd-
EE, EHV (O&M) Dn., Kalwa
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electro-optical tracking
systems deployed by
Integrated Test Range,
Chandipur. The flight tests
were carried out in the
presence of senior officials
from DRDO and theIndian

\

Army.The trials were
carried out by the Indian
Army from Eastern and
Southern Commands under
DRDO guidance. These
trials have proven the
operational capability of

SC declines petition
seeking ban on

social media for
children below 13

New Dehi, April 4 (UNI)
: The Supreme Court on
Friday declined to entertain
aWrit Petition under Article
32 seeking immediate
judicial intervention to
regulate and restrict access
to social mediafor children
under 13 years of age.

The petition
highlighted an
unprecedented mental
health crisis due to
excessive digital exposure
and urged the Court to
enforce  strict age
verification mechanisms.

A bench comprising
Justice B.R. Gavai and
Justice A.G. Masiah
observed that the issue
falls within the realm of
policy-making and directed
the petitioners to approach
the government instead.
"We are not inclined to
entertain this petition,"
remarked Justice Gavai,
emphasizing that such
regulatory matters should
be addressed by
Parliament.

The petition was filed
through Advocate-on-
Record Mohini Priya. She
argued that unrestricted
social media access for
young children violates
their fundamental rights
under Article 21, which
includestheright to mental
well-being, dignity, and
healthy development.

The petitioners sought
a complete ban on social
mediafor childrenbelow 13,
citing alarming statisticson
rising depression, anxiety,
self-harm, and suiciderates
among minors due to
algorithm-driven addiction.
It also urged the Court to
implement mandatory
biometric-based age
verificationfor social media
platforms, Parenta controls
and red-timemonitoring for
children aged 13-18.

The Petitioner urged
strict penalties for non-
complianceby social media
companies. There should
be algorithmic safeguards
to prevent targeting minors

with addictive content.

During the hearing, the
petitioners argued that the
Digital Personal Data
ProtectionAct, 2023 (DPDP
Act) contains inadequate
parental  supervision
measures, which can be
easily bypassed.

They pointed to
international precedentsin
Australia, the UK, and US
states like Florida, where
governments have enacted
lawsto protect minorsfrom
social mediaaddiction.

However, Justice Gavai
reiterated that such matters
fall under thegovernment’s
purview, allowing the
petitionersto makeaformal
representation to the
relevant authorities.

The Court directed that
if such a representation is
made, it must be considered
by the government within
eight weeks.

The petition cited
multiple studies indicating
that Indian children are
highly vulnerableto digital
exploitation and
psychological harm:30% of
India's social media users
are between 4-18 yearsold.

A Maharashtra-based
study found that 17% of
children aged 9-17 spend
over six hours daily on
social media or gaming
platforms.

Excessive  digital
exposure hasbeen linked to
declining academic
performance, cognitive
impairments, and long-term
neurodevelopmental
issues.

Neurological research
referenced in the petition
suggested that excessive
social media consumption
overstimulates dopamine
pathways, mimicking
substance addiction and
increasing anxiety and
depression risks.

The Court said that the
petitioners have the option
to formally present their
concerns to the
government, which must
respond within eight weeks.

both Army Commandsand
paved the way for
operationalisation  of
weapon systems in two
Regiments TheMRSAM is
developed jointly by DRDO
and Israel Aerospace
Industries for use by the
IndianArmy. The MRSAM
Army weapon system
comprises multi-function
radar, command post,
mobilelauncher systemand
other vehicles.Raksha
Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh
has congratulated DRDO,
Indian Army and the
industries  for  the
successful flight-tests. Four
successful tests have re-
established the capability
of the weapon system in
intercepting targets at
critical ranges, he said.
Secretary, Department
of Defence R&D and
Chairman DRDO Dr Samir
V Kama complimented the
teams involved in the
successtul flight-trid, terming
the as mgjor milestones for
building operational
capability of thelndianArmy.

Homeopathic doctor
caught red-handed
accepting bribe

Chandigarh, April 4 (UNI) : The Punjab Vigilance
Bureau (VB) on Friday, arrested a private homeopathic
doctor Arvind Kumar of Raiya, inAmritsar district, while
he was accepting abribe of Rs3.50 lakh in Tarn Taran.

Anofficial spokesperson of thestate VB saidthe arrest
was madefollowing acomplaint filed by Ashok Kumar of
Patran town in Patialadistrict.According to the complaint,
Dr Arvind Kumar had initially demanded abribe of Rs5
lakh on behalf of Dr Sumit Singh, currently serving as
Senior Medica Officer (SMO) at Manawala, Amritsar. The
bribe was allegedly meant to influence Dr Sumit Singh's
testimony in favour of the complainant in an ongoing
court case. The amount was later negotiated down to Rs
3.50 lakh.Hefurther informed that the case pertainsto amatter
registered againgt Ashok Kumar and others under the PNDT
Act and NDPSAd a Paran pdicestation, bessd onacomplant by
RgeshKumar, SMO Sumit Snghisakey witnessinthiscase The
spokesperson added thet the after preliminary verification of
the complaint, the VB team laid atrgp a Tarn Taran where Dr.
Arvind Kumar waspresent at the officeof " Sarhadi Lok Sewa
Samiti," anational-level committeeworking for thewelfare
of border arearesidents, particularly in dowry cases and
women's empowerment.The accused was caught red-
handed while accepting the bribe of Rs 3.50 lakh from the
complainant in the presence of two official witnesses.
Audio recordings submitted as evidence corroborated the
bribe demand, leading to the arrest.In this regard a case
under the has been registered against Dr Arvind Kumar at
Flying Squad-1,V B police station Punjab at Mohali.

The accused would be produced in the competent
court tomorrow. He stated that further investigationis
ongoing, and the role of Dr Sumit Singh and any other
individualsinvolved will be thoroughly examined.

Indian Army Field Hospital in
Mandalay treats nearly 400 patients,
NDRF team recovers 50 bodies

New Dehi, April 4 (UNI)
: The Indian Army Field
Hospital in quake-hit
Mandalay has treated 394
patients so far, including
conducting surgeries, while
the NDRF team has
recovered 50 bodies so far
from under the rubble of
collapsed buildings.

According to an update
by the Ministry of External
Affairs on Operation
Brahma, a total of 154
patients were treated at the
Army Field Hospital today,
bringing thetotal number of
patients to 394. This
included two major cases of

surgeries and nine minor
ones.The National Disaster
Response Force (?NDRF)
team recovered atotal of 15
bodies today, bringing the
total number of recovered
bodies to 50. They are
currently working on two
active sites.?Frequent
tremors continue in
Mandalay with low
intensity below 5 Richter
scale quakes. The latest
tremor occurred on
Thursday evening with a
magnitude of 4.2.The
?Indian Community
members are providing
translation volunteers at

thearmy field hospital, the
MEA said.Myanmar was
rocked by a massive 7.7
Richter earthquake on
March 28, and several
major aftershockslater. The
quake, which was centered
in Mandalay, has led to
over 2,000 deathssofar and
caused widespread
devastation.Indialaunched
Operation Brahma to help
Myanmar, sending HADR
- Humanitarian and Disaster
Relief supplies like food
items, tents, medicines, and
also sent the NDRF search
and rescue team and the
Indian Army field hospital.

Himachal HC slams PWD over
unpaved road, initiates contempt

Shimla, April 4 (UNI) : The Himachal
Pradesh High Court on Thursday came

down heavily on the state

Department (PWD) for failing to fulfill its
commitment to pave a crucial road, and
ordered contempt proceedings against top

officials. Thecourt found that

assurance to complete the metalling work

on the Kelodhar-Siyanj B

March 2020, the PWD left the project
unfinished even after four years.

A bench of Justices Tarlok Singh
Chauhan and Sushil Kukrejawashearing a
petition by Hem Singh, who sought the

widening and paving of the

The PWD had earlier submitted astatus

Public Works

despitea2019

agda road by

road.

report claiming the 11-19 km stretch
(Naglog-Balidhar) would be completed by
the deadline, leading the court to close the
case. However, when no progress was
made, Singh filed a compliance petition,
exposing the department’s inaction.

Thecourt dammed the PWD for "willful
disregard" of itsorders, noting that officials
neither completed the work nor sought an
extension.The contractor was fined Rs 20
lakh for delays, but the penalty was
never recovered, and the contract was
scrapped in March 2020. Another
contractor, assigned the remaining work,
also failed, forcing the PWD to cancel the
agreementin May 2021.

MECON LIMITED

(A PSU under Ministry of Steel, Govt. of India)

H.0: Doranda, Ranchi-834002;

CIN No.: U74140]H1973G01001199

For further details please visit the link “Careers” of our website: www.meconlimited.co.in,

|

MECON Limited |‘w.|nircsist717|t;rahl_v qualified and experienced Professionals for recruitment at various
I grades i the Regular Scale of Pay S - N
_A) 02 (Two) nos. of post in the (Advt. No. 11.73.4.7/2025/Reg/01 dated: 10-03-2025).
Post No. of
Code Name of Posts Grade Pay Scale posts
1(a) | Sr.Medical Officer (General Physician) E-2 Rs. 60,000-3%-1,80,000/- y
1(b) | Consultant (General Physician) E-3 | Rs. 80,000-3%-2,20,000/-
2(a) | Sr. Medical Officer (Critical Care Specialist) E-2 Rs. 60,000-3%-1,80,000/- 3
2(b) | Consultant (Critical Care Specialist) E-3 Rs. 80,000-3%-2,20,000/-
B) 02 (Two) nos. of post in the (Advt. No. 11.73.4.3/2025/Reg/02 dated: 10-03-2025).

Post G Pav Scile No. of
Codé Name of Posts rade y posts
1 Deputy Manager (Envt. Engg.) E-2 Rs. 60,000-3%-1,80,000/- 1
2 Senior Manager (Envt. Engg.) E-4 R$. 90,000-3%-2,40,000/- 1

| Note: Further, any corrigendum({s} /amendment(s) in this advertisement will be uploaded in: "Careers”
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PM Modi meets Mohd Yunus in Bangkok, raises safety
of Hindus, growing extremism in Bangladesh

Bangkok/New Delhi,
April 4 (UNI) : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
held talks with Bangladesh
Chief Advisor Mohd Yunus
in Bangkok today, during
which he underlined the
need to ensure the safety
and security of Hindus in
Bangladesh and tackle the
growing extremismwhichis
athreat to regional stability.

PM Modi also urged
that “rhetoric that vitiates
the environment is best
avoided”, in reference to
the anti-Indiastatementsby
members of the Yunus
regime. And most recently
during Chief Advisor
Yunus' visit to Beijing
where he positioned
Bangladesh as the
“guardian of ocean access’
for India’s “landlocked”
Northeast region.The
meeting, that lasted half an
hour, marked the first
bilateral meeting between
the leadership of the two
sides since the formation of
the army-backed Interim
Government in Bangladesh
inAugust last year, after the
dismissal of the Sheikh
Hasina government. The
meeting was held on the
sidelines of the BIMSTEC
Summit in Bangkok.PM
Modi in a post on X said:
“Met Mr. Muhammad
Yunus, Chief Adviser of the
interim government of
Bangladesh.”Indiaremains
committed to aconstructive
and people-centric
relationship with
Bangladesh.”| reiterated
India’s support for peace,

democracy in Bangladesh.

“Discussed measures
to prevent illegal border
crossings and expressed
our serious concern for the
safety and well-being of
Hindus and other
minorities.” The MEA
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said in apog:“PM
@narendramodi met
@ChiefAdviserGOB  of
Bangladesh onthemarginsof
BIMSTEC Summit today in
Bangkok.

“PM underlined India's
desire for constructive
relations with Bangladesh
based on mutual respect
and sensitivity.

“PM also underlined
the need to ensure the
safety & security of Hindus
in Bangladesh and tackle
growing extremismwhichis
athreat toregional stability.

All party meet on NEET
on Mar 9 : CM, Stalin

Chennal, April 4 (UNI) : Terming the Centre'srefusal
to give assent to the Bill adopted in the State Assembly
seeking exemption from the purview of NEET examsasa
black chapter in Federal history, the Tamil Nadu
Government has called for an All party meeting to decide
on the next course of action on NEET.

Making an announcement in the State Assembly on
Friday, Chief Minister M K Stalin invited floor |eaders of
all the partiesto take part in the meeting. It would be held
at the State Secretariat on March nine evening, he said.

While promising that legal expertswould be consulted
to decide on the next course of legal battle on the issue,
Mr Stalin assured that hisgovernment would take all legal
stepsto realise the dream of young medical aspirants and
their parents by exempting TN from the purview of NEET
and ensuring admissions to UG MBBS courses based on
the marks secured in Plustwo Board exams.

However, after putting it on hold for aprolonged period,
the centre hasnixed the NEET Bill.

"I am telling this to this August House with a heavy
heart", he said, adding, the Centrerefusing nod for the Bill
has shattered the dreams of young, poor and rural students
aspiring to pursue medicine. "It is a black chapter in the
history of Federalism’, he said. The Centre's authoritarian
attitude disregarding and insulting the dignity of the
House, elected by the people, is a black chapter in the
history of federalism as enshrined in the Constitution.

Listing out the various stepstaken by the government,
including formation of aone man commission headed by
retired JusticeA K Rajan to make recommendationsto the
state government on medical admissions,Mr Stalin said
based on his report, the Assembly twice adopted
Resolutions.First on September 13, 2021 and was sent to

the Governor for his assent.

stability, inclusivity and

timetotime.

19.05.2025.

Ministry of Finance
Department of Financial Services
Sansad Marg, New Delhi -110001

Applicationsareinvited from eligibleand willing
candidates for the post of Chairperson, Debts
Recovery Appellate Tribunal, Mumbai which has
fallen vacant on 07.03.2025 under the provisions of
the Tribunal Reforms Act, 2021 and Tribunal
(Conditions of Service) Rules, 2021 asamended from

For details, candidates may visit the Department's
websiteat URL. https://financial services.gov.in/beta/
enivacancies Thelast date of receipt of applicationis

(S.D Sharma)

Under Secretary totheGovt. of India
New Delhi, dated 05th April, 2025
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“India will support
advancement of the
BIMSTEC agenda under
Bangladesh’s incoming
chairship.” A statement
said: Prime Minister Modi
reiterated India’s support
for a democratic, stable,
peaceful, progressive and
inclusive Bangladesh.

“Enunciating India’'s
peopl e-centric approach to
the relationship, Prime
Minister Modi highlighted
that cooperation between
the two countries has
brought tangible benefits
to the people of both
countries.

He underlined India’s
desire to forge a positive
and constructive
relationship with
Bangladesh based on
pragmatism.

Prime Minister Modi
“urged that rhetoric that

vitiates the environment is
best avoided”.

Referring to the border,
he said that strict
enforcement of thelaw and
prevention of illegal border
crossings, especially at
night, are necessary for
maintaining border security
and stability.

The bilateral
mechanism in this regard
could meet as appropriate
to review and take forward
our ties, he added.

Prime Minister Modi
underlined India’sconcerns
related to the safety and
security of minorities in
Bangladesh, including
Hindus, and expressed his
expectation that the
Government of Bangladesh
would ensuretheir security,
including by thoroughly
investigating the cases of
atrocities  committed

against them. This is a
concern that India has
raised time and again with
the Yunus regime, with the
latter dismissing it as an
exaggerated concern.
Prime Minister Modi
congratulated Bangladesh
on assuming the Chair of
BIMSTEC and looked
forward to theforum further
advancing regional
cooperation under its
leadership. The leaders
agreed to enhance
consultations and
cooperation to advance
regional  integration,
including under the
BIMSTEC framework.
Prime Minister Modi
expressed his conviction
that all issues of mutual
interest between the two
countries would continue
to be addressed and
resolved bilaterally through
constructive discussions,
in the interest of their long
standing and mutually
beneficial bilateral
relationship.According to
Bangladesh newssite UNB,
the Bangladesh Chief
Advisor raised several
issues with PM Modi
including the extradition of
ex-PM Sheikh Hasina, water
sharing of common rivers,
and border killings.
Briefing the
Bangladeshi media, the
Chief Adviser's Press
Secretary Shafiqul Alam
said “All issues of mutual
interests were discussed.
The meeting was very
constructive, productiveand
fruitful,” accordingto UNB.

CPI-M Congress condemns passage of
Wagt Amendment Bill in Par, appeals
to secular forces to fight against it

Madurai, April 4(UNI):
The 24th  National
Congressof the CPI(M) on
Friday adopted aresolution
condemning the passage of
Wagf (Amendment) Bi,
2025 in Parliament and
called upon all the secular
forcesto fight against this.

A resolution to this
effected was adopted at the
Congress soon after it was
passed by the Parliament
this  evening, also
demanded it complete
withdrawal. It said the Bill
will lead to increase in
clashes among divisive
forces and endanger the
secular fabric of the
country.

It said the Bill would
affect the autonomy of the
Waqf Boards and went
against the interests of the
Muslim community.

Citing various clauses
in the Bill that affects the
interests of Muslims, the
resolution appealed to all
people having democratic
mindset to raisetheir voice
demanding its complete
withdrawals to safeguard
the secularism and
democracy in the country.

Another resolution
adopted in the Congress
demanded the Union
government toimmediately
conduct the general census
and along with it a caste
census. It also appealed to
all the democratic sections
in the country to support
and press this demand.

Expressing  grave
concern that the decadal
census, which was due in
2021, has not been held so
far, it said the Centre has
also not extended the
deadline of June 2024 to
freeze administrative

boundaries which are
necessary to conduct the
census as per the
administrative boundaries
likedistricts, taluk, block or
villagelevels.

The 2021 census, which
should have begunin 2020,
isindefinitely delayed. The
government had then
stated that the census
operations can be
conducted only after
Covid, but even after four
years, there are no signs of
the census being held.

The data provided by
the census enables policy
planners and
administrators to design
policies which cater to
different sections of
people, it said. Pointing out
that fromthetime of British
rule, census has been
conducted every ten years
without fail, the resolution
said even in 1941, during
the Second World

War, census was held
on a truncated basis.
"Census provides not only
a population count, but
also comprehensive data
which includes household
data, cultivating classes
and agricultural workersin
the rural areas. It also
provides a picture of the
urban-rural population,
linguistic-speaking groups
and data about Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes", the resolution
said.

Apart  from the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes who are
enumerated in the genera
census, there is no data on
the Other Backward
Classes. Hence, it is
necessary to have an
accurate count of the

various categories of Other
Backward Classes,
supporting the demand for
a caste census.

A castecensuswill help
in understanding the link
between caste and socio-
economic, educational
development, assess the
impact of ruling class
policies and reservations
for the welfare of the
backward classes. The
reality of SC, ST and certain
OBC caste groupswho are
still denied access to
resources and
opportunitieswill come out
through the caste census.
The bankrupt policies of
the ruling classes and their
failure in realising social
justice will be exposed. By
not conducting the census,
the one-third reservation
for women in Parliament
and State Legislatures
provided for by the
Congtitutional amendment
has been pushed to a
distant future (at least not
in 2029)

Accusing the
government of not showing
any inclination to conduct
a census because of its
general contempt for
statistical surveys
conducted on a scientific
basis, it said various
surveys have either been
suppressed or the statistical
parameters for the survey
altered to distort it.

The census has become
avictim of theanti-scientific
outlook of the BJP and the
Hindutva forces. The data
collected in a caste census
will exposetheinequalities
in the caste system and
puncture the Sangh Pari-
var'sclamsof anova-aching
religiousidentity, it charged.

Coinciding
Modi's visit, TN
govt releases
two SL
fishermen in
goodwill

gesture

Chennai, April 4(UNI):
A couple of hours after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi landedin Colombo on
atwo-day officia visit, the
Tamil Nadu government late
on Friday night released
two imprisoned

Sri Lankan Fishermenas
agoodwill measure and on
humanitarian grounds and
their boats. This move by
theruling DMK will further
cement the fact that the
State government will
alwayshandle the coastal
issues between the two
nations on a humanitarian
basis, an official release
said.The two Lankan
fishermen, arrested by the
Indian Coast Guard on
March 20 this year, were
released after following all
due proceduresinitiated by
Chief Minister M K Stalin.

Apart from
strengthening the harmonic
relations between the two
Nations, the release of two
Lankanfishermen and their
boats further showed the
government's commitment
to protect the rights and
livelihood of Tamil Nadu
fishermen, who were
subjected to frequent
arrestsby the Lankan Navy.

Meanwhile, the Sri
Lankan government also
released some TN
fishermen on goodwill
measure coinciding with
the visit of Mr Modi, who
landed in Colombo this
evening, reports said.

The release of Lankan
fishermen comesaday after
Mr Stalinwroteto Mr Modi
urging him to take
immediate steps to review
the Indo-Sri  Lankan
Agreement at the earliest to
retrieve the Katchatheevu

ISRO's OCM-3 Satellite
Imagery unveils glohal
patterns in Vegetation
Dynamics in space

Chennai, April 4(UNI):
Theimageriesfrom ISRO's
Ocean Color Monotor-3
(OCM-3) satellite has
unveiled global patternsin
vegetation dynamics in
space.ln an update, ISRO
said satellites are
indispensable in capturing
global-scale vegetation
patterns, enabling
scientists to assess how
vegetation growth shifts in
responsetodimatedynamics,
environmental changes, and
humanactivities.

Instruments such as
NASA’s MODIS on Terra
and the ISROs EOS-06
OCM-3 payload measure
energy across visible and
near-infrared regions to
derive the Normalized
Difference VVegetation Index
(NDVI).This index is a
crucial tool for
understanding how
photosynthesis
contributesto sequestering
carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere into biomass
and soils, forming a key
component of studies on
the carbon cycle.

Vegetation maps
generated from these
satellite observations
depict a scale of
“greenness’ that reflects
the vegetation density,
type, and overall health.
Regions with dense,
vigorous growth are
rendered in dark green,
while areas with sparse
vegetation appear inlighter,
tan hues, with gray
representing zones lacking
sufficient data.

This colour-coded
representation illustrates
the year-round lushness
near the equator—where
conditions such as
temperature, rainfall, and

fluctuations in vegetation
as one moves toward the
poles.

Advanced processing
techniques have further
enhanced the value of
these remote sensing
observations.

For example, the EOS-
06 OCM -3 system operates
in Global Area Coverage
mode, gathering data at
regular cycles and
leveraging GPU parallel
processing to manage the
immensedatavolume.

By extracting specific
spectral bands from Level-
1C radiance products,
stacking the pixel data, and
applying the Maximum
Value Composite method,
high-resolution NDVI
mosaics are generated
efficiently, it said.

These products have
been validated against
established MODIS
composites, ensuring that
temporal variations and
spatial  patterns in
vegetation are reliably
captured.

Integrating these
sophisticated NDVI
products into visualization
portals supports various
applications—from
academic research to
practical resource
management. Farmers and
forest managers use
detailed vegetation mapsto
monitor the health of
croplands and forests.

At the same time,
environmental scientists
rely on them to analyze
broader ecological trends
and carbon cycling
dynamics. This synergy of
advanced satellite
technology, high-speed
data processing, and
detailed mapping deepens

Idandandthetraditiond fishing liah imal q )
rights of TN fishermen are Eunrl]iq thare optim —anl our ,understandmg of
permanently protected. ighlights seasonal  Earth’s ecosystems.
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PUBLICNOTICE

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies
Act, 2013 and rule 7 of the Companies (Removal of Names of Companiesfrom the
Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Public Notice: ROC/C-PACE/ST K -2/248(2)/2024-25/2126

Reference:

In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (1) companies in the state of
Puducherry under section 248 of the CompaniesAct, 2013 in respect of:

Company Name

1 AB2826186 UO01113PY20180PC008245 NOVATERRAAGRO VENTURES
(OPC) PRIVATELIMITED

(2). Noticeishereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications
from the above-mentioned companies under section 248(2) of the Companies Act,
2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the register of companies either on the
ground that they have failed to commence business within one year of their
incorporation or on the ground that the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any
business or operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and
has’have not made any application (s) within such period for obtaining the status of
adormant company under section 455 of the CompaniesAct, 2013 or the company(ies)
have obtained the status of dormant company/subscribers to the memorandum have
not paid the subscription which they had undertaken to pay at thetime of incorporation
of acompany and a declaration to this effect has not been filed within one hundred
and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1) of section 10A/ have not
been carrying on any business or operations, asreveal ed after the physical verification
carried out under sub-section (9) of section 12, but it/they do not wish to continueits/
their registration as companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off
of its/their names from the register of companies.

(3) Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the
names of the above-mentioned companies from the Register of Companies.

(4) Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the companies
from the register of companies may send his or her objection to the office address
mentioned here above within thirty days from the date of publication of this notice.

CBC 07123/11/0019/2526  Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit.

Plot P-6,7,8, Sector-5, IMT Manesar,

IICA Building, 7th Floor,

Gurgaon, Haryana - 122050.
Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Date: -25/03/2025

Irkan Tirkey
Assistant Registrar
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Direct impact of US
tariffs on Indian
sectors will largely
be neutral

The expected direct impact of USreciprocal
tariffswould vary in nature for the sectorsin
India, with noimpact on pharmaceuticalssince
they are exempt from reciprocal tariffsfor now,
areport said.

Theimpact isexpected to belargely neutral
for electronics, textiles, agricultural products,
chemicals, and automobilesand parts.

At thesametime, it would be negativefor
gemsand jewellery, according to thereport by
CareEdgeRatings.

During FY 24, India saggregate merchandise
exports to the US stood at $77.5 billion
compared to imports from the US at $42.2
billion.

Till now, theUShad been charging anaverage
tariff of 3.50 per cent onimportsof goodsfrom
India, whichisnow beingincreased uniformly
to 27 per centintheform of reciprocal tariff.

"Reciprocal tariff imposed by US on other
nationswho are India’'smajor competitorsin
most of the above sectorsis higher than us--
Vietnam at 46 per cent, Bangladesh at 37 per
cent, China at 34 per cent, Taiwan at 32 per
cent, Indonesiaat 32 per cent and Pakistan at
29 per cent, which augurswell for key export
sectorsof India," thereport said. In electronics,
higher reciprocal tariffson Chinawould meana
neutral impact for India selectronicsexports, it
sad.

Apart from India, the other magjor textile
exporters to the US are China, Vietnam,
Bangladesh, and Turkey.

Except for Turkey, which hasa 10 per cent
reciprocal tariff, other nationsfacereciprocal
tariffshigher than 26 per cent, which meansthe
impact of reciprocal tariffson India stextile
sector would belimited.

Additionaly, themgjority of India’'sexports
are cotton-based garments and home textile
products. India's self-sufficiency in cotton
production should enableit to largely passon
higher reciprocal tariffs, said thereport.

Indiahas one of the highest numbersof US
FDA-gpproved manufacturing facilities, which
primarily caters to the generic medicine
requirementsof theUS.

"Thisiscrucial for meeting the healthcare
needsof itspopul ation cogt-effectively. Although
the pharmaceutica sector iscurrently exempted
fromthepurview of reciproca tariffsby theUS,
with no immediate impact, even if tariffsare
imposed, the sector should bewell-positioned
to passthem on significantly duetoitsinherent
competitivestrengths,” said thereport.

Indiasoveral exportsof agricultureanddlied
productstothe USarenot very high.

Although, reciprocal tariff of 26 per centis
imposed vis-a-visprevailing weighted average
tariff of 5.3 per cent, thereciprocd tariff onthe
other major competing nations (Vietnam,
Indonesia, Thailand, Pakistan) on somekey agri-
exports (seafood, basmati rice) ison the higher
sidewhichisexpected to negate theimpact of
tariff imposed by USbroadly.

"However, Ecuador, being thesecond-largest
exporter of shrimptotheUS, it could resultin
competitive pricing pressurefor Indian shrimp
exporters, asthetariff imposed on Ecuador is
lower at 10 per cent,” thereport noted. Overall
exportsof auto and auto componentsto the US
are very low, and accordingly, the impact of
reciprocal tariff isexpected to be minimal for
the sector as a whole.Additionally, auto
component exports to the US are crucial for
OEMsintheUS, and it may taketimefor them
to replacethesewith other low-cost, approved
vendorsfrom other nations, thereby improving
Indiasability to mitigate theimpact of higher
tariffs in the short to medium term, said the
report. However, theimposition of highreciproca
tariffsby the USon other competingnaionsrases
theposshility of incressed dumping by thosenations
inIndia aswell asinother export markets

(By Ravi Kumar Boppana)

U.S. President Donald
Trump has announced a
major increase in import

tariffs, targeting key
industries and trading
partners, including India.
The move aims to reduce
the U.S. trade deficit and
promote domestic
manufacturing. However,
economists warn of rising
costs, supply chain
disruptions, and apotential
global tradewar.

India’s High Import
Tariffs and Trade
Imbalances

India has some of the
highest import tariff rates
globally, averaging 17%,
compared to the U.S.’s
3.3%. While India has
gradually lowered itstariffs
over theyears—down from
125%in 1990-91 to 11.66%
in 2024 and expected to
declineto 10.65%in 2025—
it still imposes high
duties on American
imports. For example,
whilethe U.S. imposes an
average 5% tariff on
agricultural products
from its “Most Favored
Nation” (MFN) partners,
India imposes 39% on
similar imports. Trump’s
“Reciprocal Tariffs’ policy
is set to match these high
duties, affecting trade
across multiple sectors.

Pharmaceutical
Industry Faces Major
Setback

India is the world’s
largest supplier of generic
medicines, exporting $12.7
billion worth of
pharmaceuticalstothe U.S.
annually. These generic
drugs, which account for
over 50% of all such
medications sold in the
U.S., help American
consumers save billionsin
healthcare costs. If new
tariffs are imposed, Indian
pharmaceutical firms may
struggleinthe U.S. market,
leading to higher drug
prices and potential
medicine shortages. While
India currently imposes a
10.91% tariff on U.S.
pharmaceuticals, the U.S.
exports only $500 million
worth of drugs to India,
making the impact on
American pharmaceutical
companies minimal. To
avoid damaging trade
relations, the Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance
(IPA) has proposed a zero-
tariff policy on U.S.
medicines.

Jewelry and
Electronics Exports to
TakeaHit

India exports $11.88
billionworth of gold, silver,
and diamond jewelry to
the U.S., but Trump
plansto impose a13.32%
tariff on these products.
This will make jewelry
more expensive in the
U.S., potentially reducing
demand and affecting
Indian goldsmiths and
jewelers. Similarly, India
exports$14.39 billionworth
of mobile phones, telecom
equipment, and el ectronics
to the U.S., and new

tariffs—set to rise by
7.24%—could increasethe
cost of smartphones like
iPhones in America. The
textile industry, which
exports $4.93 billion worth
of goods to the U.S., will
also be affected as higher
tariffs make Indian
garments more expensive
for American consumers.
Agricultural Sector
Bracesfor Disruptions
India is the world’s
eighth-largest agricultural
exporter, sending products
like rice, shrimp, honey,
black pepper, and castor oil
to the U.S,, while the U.S.
exports almonds, walnuts,
pistachios, apples, and
lentilsto India. Trump’snew
tariffs could disrupt this
$2.58 billion trade,
particularly in seafood,
where Indian shrimp
exportsmay facea27.83%
tariff hike. Thiscould make
shrimp more expensive in
the U.S. while reducing
prices in India, impacting
fishermen’s incomes.
Similarly, processed foods,
sugar, and cocoacould face
a 24.99% tariff increase,
making Indian food
productscostlier inthe U.S.
The dairy sector is also at
risk, witha38.23%tariff hike
potentially reducing India's
$181.49 million dairy
exports.
Economic
ConsequencesintheU.S.
While Trump’s tariffs
are designed to boost
domestic manufacturing
and reduce the $900 billion
U.S. trade deficit, experts
warn of severe economic
consequences. Higher
tariffs will raise costs for
American consumers and
increase manufacturing

rump’s Tariff Hikes: Impact
n India, U.S., and Glohal Trade

New Tariff Strategy to Counter Trade Deficit

expenses for U.S.
companies that rely on
imported raw materials.
Economists estimate that
these tariffs could result in
thelossof 250,000 U.S. jobs
and shrink the economy by
0.6% dueto reduced global
trade.

Additionally, retaliatory
tariffs from other nations
could make American
products less competitive
in globa markets, harming
U.S. exporters.

Will TariffsBoost U.S.
Manufacturing?

Trump argues that
tariffs will force foreign
companies to shift
production to the U.S.,
creating jobs. He cited

Hyundai’s recent $21
billion investment in U.S.
manufacturing as an
example of how tariffs
encourage domestic
production.

However, critics warn
that retaliatory trade
policiescouldlead to long-
term economic damage.

Rising TradeTensions
Between Indiaand theU.S.

India is expected to
respond to Trump’s tariffs
with its own
countermeasures,
potentially escalating a
trade war between the two
nations.

If tensions continue to
rise, businesses on both
sideswill face supply chain

Dhyan Foundation Hyderabad Gaushala - Giving A Better Life to

Thousands Of Rescued Abundoned And Injured gauvansh

(Sandard Post Bureau)

In Telangana, Dhyan
Foundation gaushala was
started in 2014 with 21000
sft shed,14 km from
Yadagirigutta temple gate
at Challur village with 8
rescued cows .Today this
gaushala on a 7 acre land
whichisfenced completely
and is home for 1400
gauvansh which are saved
from slaughter .The
requirements of food,
shelter, water and
medicines are completely
taken care by thevolunteers
of Dhyan Foundation.The
major part of finances are
also contributed by the
volunteers .More than ten
labour and two para-vet are
appointed and are working
for the welfare of these
cattle.with six labour
quarters,an officeroom and
medical storage space are
built in the premises of
gaushala.

Dhyan Foundation
gaushala in challur which
has more than 12 sheds, 6
water tanks, and more than
15 fodder bays houses
Stray, injured, sick and
orphaned gauvansh
rescued from daughter, Old
and unproductive
gauvansh abandoned by
villagers and farmers and
Male calves abandoned by
dairy ownerssaid Harish, a
Dhyan Foundation
volunteer.

Wefeed nourishing diet
mix of dry fodder, greens,

wheat & rice bran, silage,

oil-cakes, mustard oil, dalia
and supplements. Medical
care is provided by our
team of in-house vets and
paravets and Love and
warmth provided under
personal care of our
volunteers. Massages and
physiotherapy for the weak
and injured are also done,
Harish added

Plastic removal
surgeries for garbage-
eating straysand Prosthetic
surgery and lifting
machines are used for
gauvansh with broken
limbs. Today it is
recognized asoneof thetop
Gaushalasin Telangana.

Dhyan Foundation
which has been working
aggressively for the cause
of rehabilitating cattle
rescued from butchers had

found kilos of plasticinthe
gut of adead cattle. We had
also conducted post-
mortem for few rescued
cows that suddenly died.
The shocking reports
revealed alarge amount of
plasticsand nailsinthe gut
of a dead cow which
choked it to death.

You would be surprised
to know that cattle are
exposed to harsh living
conditions, rough handling,
and often outright abuse
and cruelty throughout
their short lives. Cattle are
routinely castrated,
dehorned, and hot-iron
branded without
anaesthetics. Cattle
released on the open range
must fend for themselves
for several months, often
succumbing to weather
extremes and other

dangers. Animals
transported to feedlots and
slaughterhouses are often
shocked with electric
prods, beaten, kicked,
dragged and deprived of
food and water for long
periods. Overcrowded
trucks cause broken limbs;
injured and sick animalsare
routinely dragged out of
trucksand onto thekill floor
where slaughter techniques
remain primitive and brutal
. In this conditions we
receive gauvansh at
gaushala and treatment is
done under experienced
doctors and volunteer
presence said Harish.

We help villagers by
giving free govar. We also
promote organic farming
and traditional farming
practices and equip and
train rural people to
produce eco-friendly
products from gaumutra
and govar as a step
towards sustainable living.
Foundation hasalso hel ped
farmers by distributing
buffalo's to help them
become self sustainable .
Many farmers have given
letters of appreciation and
made videos thanking the
foundation and gaushala
for the help that they
received.

Ashwini  Guru Ji
believes that "It is the
Dharma of every human
being to protect & provide
for those weaker than
them". It isthisthought and

inspiration of Guru Ji that
has manifested the set up
of 45+ shelters, empowered
2000+ women, enabled
education in free schools
for underprivileged
children, encouraged
various rural development
and sustainability
practices, enabled the
rescue & care of 70,000+
voiceless beings and
ensured free food
distribution campaigns
across the world for the
hungry.

Dhyan foundation who
is an awardee of national,
state, and private awards
from multiple organisations
and isarecognised Animal
Welfare Organisation,
registered with the Animal
Welfare Board of India
Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying , is running two
gaushala in Talangana,
one at Village Chellur,
Rajpet and Peddashapur,
Goluru Road, Shamshabad
which is home for 3000+
rescued, abandoned, sick
gauvansh

According to the BSF
we are the ONLY
organization that has come
forward to transport and
rehabilitate the gauvansh
rescued from smugglerson
the borders by our jawans.
We are the ONLY
organization in the world
with 90% non-milking old
and unproductive nandis
and gaumata said Harish.
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disruptions, consumerswill
see higher prices, and the
global economy could
suffer further
instability. The world
now watches to see if
these policies will
strengthen domestic
economies or trigger a
prolonged  economic
conflict.

(The author is asenior
journalist and information
analyst consultant, who
previously served as the
Chief Public Relations
OfficertoHon'ble
governor at the Andhra
Pradesh Raj Bhavan and
medialiaison officer to
Hon'’ ble speaker at the AP
LegidativeAssembly.)

Police file
FIR in fake
appointment
letter case

Shimla, April 4(UNI) : A
case of afake appointment
letter has come forth in
Himachal Pradesh's
Agriculture Department,
with JogiramAtri, the Under
Secretary of Agriculture,
filing a complaint at the
Chhota Shimla police
station.

The police have
registered the case and
initiated an investigation.

The complainant
informed the police that a
person named Anish Kumar
forged an appointment
letter for the position of
Junior Office Assistant
(JOA) and later
presented it before Joint
Director Rahul Katoch at
the Dharmashal a office.

The letter was also
verified by a contractor
named Amit.

However, upon
scrutiny, several
irregularities were found.
The appointment letter
falsely stated that the
recruitment was regular,
whereas in Himachal
Pradesh, all Class-111
positions have been filled
on acontractual basissince
2003.

The fake appointment
letter bore the seal of the
Agriculture Directorate and
even included forged
signatures of the Under
Secretary.
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At least 12 killed, over 50 injured
in Russian ballistic missile attack
on Ukraine's Kryvyi Rih

Kiev, April 4(UNI):Atleast 12 peoplewerekilled
and more than 50 othersinjured in aRussian ballistic
missile attack on central Ukraine's city of Kryvyi Rih
on Friday, alocal official said. Oleksandr Vilkul, head
of the city's defense council, wrote on Telegram that
themissilestruck aresidential area. Among those dead
were three children, according to Dnipropetrovsk
regional governor Sergii Lysak. The attack damaged
high-rise apartment buildings and sparked fires of
garages and cars, Lysak said in a statement.

Israeli army killed major Hamas

money exchanger in Gaza

Jerusalem, April 4 (UNI) : Thelsragl Defence Forces
(IDF) said in astatement on Friday that it killed Saeed
Ahmad Abed Khudari, alegedly akey Hamas money
exchanger, in Gaza City.According to the IDF, Khudari,
struck and killed on Thursday, was "a key terror
financing facilitator within Hamas".

During his role as a money exchanger, Khudari
was the head of the Al Wefag Co. fund, which was
declared a terrorist organisation by the Israeli
government "dueto itsinvolvement in the funnelling
of money to terrorist entities," the IDF said.

According to the IDF, Khudari was "involved in
numerousfinancial transfersto Hamas military wing"
over theyears, specifically after Oct. 7, 2023.

Hisinvolvement increased following the killing of
his brother Hamed Khudari in 2019, who had also
served as a primary financial conduit for Hamas'
military operations, the IDF said.In two other
statements on Friday, the IDF said it had killed
Mohammed Hassan Mohammed Awad, a senior
military commander in the Palestinian Mujahideen
Movement, who was allegedly involved in the
kidnapping and murder of Israelis, and Mohammed
Saleh Mohammed Al-Bardawil, an alleged propaganda
and psychological operativein Hamas military wing.

111 arrested in crackdown
on online child sexual

exploitation in Japan

Tokyo, April 4 (UNI) : Japan's National Police
Agency (NPA) said Friday that a recent nationwide
crackdown targeting online child sexual exploitation
hasresulted inthearrest of 111 individualsaged 14 to
68.The law enforcement operation focusing on
offences related to online child pornography and
sexual abuse marked Japan's first participation in a
coordinated international investigation with five
partners, such as Singapore and South Korea.

Among the 111 apprehended were high school
teachers, preparatory school lecturers and company
employees and teenage students, whose alleged
offences included the public display and possession
of child pornography.

The NPA said some of the arrests in Japan were
made based on information shared through
international cooperation, highlighting the
effectiveness of cross-border collaborationintackling
online child exploitation.

The international investigation, conducted from
Feb. 24to March 28, led to the arrest of atotal of 544
people aged 13 to 68 across Japan and other nations
and regions, the NPA said.

‘Tiirkiye wants to negotiate with
US to lift additional tariffs’

Ankara, April 4 (UNI) : Turkish Trade Minister
Omer Bolat said Friday that Turkiyewantsto negotiate
with the United Statesto lift the 10-percent additional
tariffs."Giventhe 2.4-hillion-USdollar surplusinfavour
of theU.S. inbilateral tradefor 2024, wewould liketo
discuss with the US Department of Commerce and
Trade Representative the possibility of removing the
10 percent tariffson Turkish exports,” Bolat saidina
statement, adding US President Donald Trump has
already indicated an openness to negotiations on
these tariffs.

Henoted that avisit to the United Statesis planned
for May, during which Turkish officialswill meet with
their US counterparts to negotiate tariff issues.

Bolat said Turkiyewould, inthemeantime, intensify
efforts under its "Distant Countries Strategy" to
diversify export markets and attract new investment.

On Wednesday, Trump signed an executive order
on the so-called "reciprocal tariffs," imposing a 10-
percent "minimum basdinetariff" onal U.S. imports,
with higher rates applied to certain trading partners.

UN reaffirms support for Somalia

in tackling explosive threats

Mogadishu, April 4 (UNI) : The United Nations
(UN) on Friday reaffirmed its commitment to
supporting Somalia in the fight against explosive
hazards, aiming for a safe and secure future for all
citizens.

James Swan, UN secretary-general's special
representative for Somalia, said improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) continue to pose a significant threat
to peace and security across Somalia, with 597 devices
causing over 1,400 casualtiesin 2024.

In astatement issued in Mogadishu, the capital of
Somalia, to mark the International Day for Mine
Awarenessand Assistancein MineAction, Swan said
landmines and improvised explosive devices have
disproportionately affected civilian populations.

Chinese
scientists
develop
atoms-thin
chips to boost
computational

power

Shanghai, April 4 (UNI)
: Assilicon chips approach
the limits of their physical
scale, scientists are
pioneering ultra-thin
designs to boost
computational
performance.

A Chinese research
team has developed a
semiconductor
microprocessor just a few
atomic layers thick. The
chip, WUJI, is a 32-hit
RISC-V processor based on
two-dimensional
semiconductors.

RISC-V is an
architecture known for
being free and open-source,
andfor itsdesign flexibility
and low power
consumption.

The microprocessor
has 5,900 transistors and a
complete standard cell
library containing 25 types
of logic units, and can
perform addition and
subtraction operations on
upto4.2billiondatapoints,
allowing for the
programming of up to 1
billion instructions,
according to Zhou Peng at
Fudan University.

The 2D logic circuits
have been designed in
alignment with advancesin
silicon integrated circuits,
as has an optimized
process flow, according to
the study, the details of
which were published in
Naturethisweek.

The research team
leveraged innovative Al
algorithmsto enable precise
control from material-
growth to integration
processes, said Zhou, the
paper's corresponding
author. Theteam'sapproach
to manufacturing and
design has successfully
tackled the major
challenges of wafer-scale
integration for 2D circuits,
resulting in a
groundbreaking
microprocessor prototype
that demonstrates the vast
potential of 2D integrated-
circuit technology beyond
the standard silicon,
according to the researchers.

Ukraine's
membership not

part of peace
deal: NATO Chief

Brussels, April 4 (UNI)
: NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutteclarified hereon
Friday that Ukraine's
potential NATO
membership will not be
included as part of any
peace agreement.

Speaking at a press
conference following a
NATO foreign ministers
meeting, Rutte reaffirmed
that member states had
agreed at last year's
Washington summit that
Ukraine's accession to the
Allianceis"irreversible."

However, he
emphasised that there was
never apromiseto Ukraine
to include NATO
membership in any peace
deal.The two-day meeting
also saw concerns raised
over sweeping new US
tariffs announced by
President Donald Trump.
Norway's Foreign
Minister Espen Barth
Eide warned on Thursday
that such tariffs could
contradict NATO's
founding principles.

Trump extends TikTok ban
deadline for another 7o days

Washington, April 4
(UNI) : USPresident Donad
Trump said on social media
Friday that he would grant
ByteDance an additional
75-day extension to either
sell the popular video-
sharing app TikTok to a
non-Chinese company or
risk being banned in the
United States."My
Administration has been
working very hard onaDesdl
to SAVE TIKTOK, and we
have made tremendous
progress,” Trump saidin a
post on Truth Social.

"The Dedl requiresmore
work to ensure all
necessary approvals are
signed, which iswhy | am
signing an Executive Order
to keep TikTok up and
running for an additiona 75
days," Trump said.

"We hope to continue
working in Good Faith with
Ching," he continued.

In hisfirst term, Trump
signed an executive order

effectively seeking to ban
theapp inthe United States
unless ByteDance sold its
US operations to an
American company, but the
order didn't go into effect
amidlegal challenges.

In April 2024, then US
President Joe Biden signed
alaw that gave ByteDance

270 days to sell TikTok,
citing unfounded national
security concerns. If the
company failed to comply,
the law would require app
store operators such as
Apple and Google to
remove TikTok from their
platforms starting on Jan.
19, 2025.Trump, who took

office. on Jan. 20,
previously signed an
executive order to delay the
TikTok ban by 75 days "to
permit my Administration
an opportunity to determine
the appropriate course of
action with respect to
TikTok." That extension
wasset to expireonApril 5.

Lebanese PM calls for maximum pressure
on Israel to halt attacks on Lebanon

Beirut, April 4 (UNI) :
Lebanese Prime Minister
Nawaf Salam on Friday
called for "maximum
pressure on Isragl" to halt
its ongoing attacks across
various regions of
Lebanon.In a statement
issued by his mediaoffice,
Salam condemned Israel's
latest strike, saying, "Once
again, Israel targets the
peace of thenight, thistime
in the 'southern capital."

He described the attack
on Sidon, amgjor city inthe
south, asablatant violation
of Lebanese sovereignty
and a clear breach of UN
Security Council
Resolution 1701 and the
security arrangements
aimed at halting hostilities.

Salam stressed the need

for "the strongest possible
pressure on Isragl to compel
it to stopitscontinued attacks,
especially on residential
aress," emphasizing that "a
complete halt to military
operations is necessary."

The statement came
after an Israeli drone strike
at dawn on Friday killed
senior Hamas commander
Hassan Farhat and two of
his children, Hamza and
Janan, in his apartment in
central Sidon.

The Israeli military
claimed responsibility for
the assassination,
announcing in a statement
that it had "eliminated
Hassan Farhat, head of
Hamas' western sector in
Lebanon, inan airstrike on
Sidon."Farhat was accused

of involvement inlaunching
rocketstoward the northern
Israeli city of Safed, which
resulted in the death of a
female soldier and the
injury of severa otherson
Feb. 14, 2024, according to
thelsraeli statement.

This marks the second
assassination of a Hamas
leader in Sidon since a
ceasefire agreement
between Israel and
Lebanon took effect in
November last year. On
Feb. 17, near the northern
entrance of the city, an
Israeli airstrike killed
Mohammad Shaheen, who
was identified as head of
the operations department
of Hamasin Lebanon.

Thelatest airstrike also
followed another Israeli

strike days ago in Beirut's
southern suburbs, which
killed Hassan Ali Mahmoud
Bdeir, an operativeaffiliated
with Hezbollah and Iran's
Quds Force.Despite the
U.S.- and French-brokered
ceasefire effective since
Nov. 27, 2024, | sraeli forces
have periodically carried
out strikesinside L ebanon,
ranging from machine gun
fireand artillery shelling to
air raids, some of which
have resulted in casualties,
according to official
L ebanese reports.
Although the
agreement stipulated the
withdrawal of |sraeli forces
from Lebanese territory,
Israel has maintained a
presence on five hilltops
along the L ebanese border.

Baghdad, April 4 (UNI) : TheUnited NationsChildren's
Fund (UNICEF) and United NationsMineAction Service
(UNMAYS) on Friday jointly called for immediate action to
protect Iragi children from the ongoing landminethreat.

Landmines and explosive remnants of war continueto
endanger lives in lrag, with children among the most
vulnerable, according to ajoint statement released by the

two organizations.

The statement reveal ed that at |east 314 children have
been killed or injured by explosive ordnance over the past
fiveyears, citing UN official reports.

Iraq dtill faces significant dangers from explosive
ordnance, with morethan 2,700 squarekm of land remaining

contaminated, it said.

"These hidden dangers not only endanger lives but

also deprive children of their rights to play, learn, and
thrive," UNICEF Representative in Iraq Sandra Lattouf
said.Pehr Lodhammar, Chief of MineAction Program of
UNMASinlrag, ssid UNMASiscommitted to supporting
the Iraqi government in addressing the explosive
ordnance contamination, according to the statement.
UNMAS "will spare no effort to pave the way for a
safe and dignified return of Iragi displaced people and
productive use of the land," Lodhammar was quoted as

saying by the statement.

Friday marks the International Day for Mine
Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, a day
observed every year on April 4 and established in
2005 by the UN General Assembly to raise awarenessand
seek assistance for mine action.

China adds 11
US firms to
unreliable
entity list

Beijing, April 4 (UNI):
China has added 11 US
firms, including Skydio and
BRINC Drones, to its
unreliable entity list, the
country'scommerceministry
announced on Friday.These
companies, in disregard of
strong oppostionfrom Ching,
have undertaken so-called
military technology
cooperation with Taiwan,
serioudy undermining Chinels
national  sovereignty,
security and development
interests, a spokesperson
for the Ministry of
Commerce said in a
Statement.

Chinaholdsthe11 firms
accountable for their
unlawful activities, in
accordance with relevant
laws and regulations,
according to the statement.

China always handles
issues related to its
unreliable entity list
prudently, and only targets
the very few foreign
entities that undermine
China's national security,
the spokesperson said.

"There is nothing to
worry about for honest and
law-abiding foreign
entities," said the
spokesperson. The Chinese
government, as always,
welcomes companies from
all countries to invest and
operate in China, and is
committed to providing a
stable, fair and predictable
business environment for
foreign enterprises that
operate in accordance with
laws and regulations, said
the spokesperson.

10 killed after
landslides bury
2 cars in
Indonesia's

East Java

Jakarta, April 4 (UNI):
Ten people, occupants of
two cars, were killed after
landslides hit and buried
the vehicles in Indonesia's
East Java province, a top
rescuer said on Friday.

The incident occurred
when the two cars were
passing the Pacet-Cangar
route in Mojokerto
Regency on Thursday, said
Nanang Sigit, head of the
provincial search and
rescue office."Suddenly,
landdlidesoccurred at aside
of theroute, hitting thetwo
cars and pushing them into
aravine," hetold Xinhua.

"One of the cars was
found at a depth of about 75
meters and another a adepth
of about 50 meters. Both cars
were buried under three
meters of soil,” Sigit said.

Yemeni govt says 70 Houthi militants in Hodeidah killed

ADEN, Yemen, April 4
(UNI): AUSairstrikehas
killed 70 membersof the
Houthi militia, including
prominent field
commanders and experts
fromIran'sldamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps(IRGC), Yemen's
international ly-recogni sed
government announced
Friday.Thestrike, carried
out on Tuesday, targeted
aHouthi gatheringin Al-
Fazah, acoastal areain
the Red Sea port city of
Hodeidah, according to
Yemen'sMinister of
Information Moammar al-
Eryani."A preciseair strike
by USforcestargeted a
site used by the Houthis
to plan terrorist attacks
against commercial
vessels and oil tankersin

the Red Sea, Bab al-
Mandab Strait, and the
Gulf of Aden," al-Eryani
said in a statement posted
on social mediaplatform
X. The minister added that
these Houthi attacks
posed "a serious threat to
international maritime
routes and global trade.”

Al-Eryani noted that
recent weeks have seen a
series of concentrated US
airstrikestargeting Houthi
positions across several
Yemeni provinces. These
operations have
reportedly destroyed
military installations,
fortifications, weapons
depots, and defense
systems, resulting in the
deaths of hundreds of
militants, including high-
ranking leaders.

TheYemeni minister
claimed those operations
have caused "significant
confusion" within Houthi
ranks, despite the group's
attempts to "conceal their
human losses and
downplay the
repercussions of the
strikes through a media
blackout."He
characterised the recent
operations as "amajor
shift in the course of the
confrontation” with the
Houthis and "a strong
message that any threat to
regional security and
maritime corridorswill not
go unanswered."

Theminister indicated
that more details about
theUSairstrikewould be
released in the coming
days.The Houthi group

has not yet officialy
responded to the
government's claims but
has asserted that it
launched multiple attacks
ontheUSSHarry S.
Truman aircraft carrier in
the Red Seain recent
days.The latest such
attacks were reported on
Friday by Houthi military
spokesperson Yahya
Sareain atelevised
statement. Sareaclaimed
his group struck the
aircraft carrier twiceinthe
past 24 hours with "cruise
missiles and drones.”

"We are confronting
the US aggression against
our country and are
preparing to confront any
potential developmentsin
the coming period," he
said.

Meanwhile, Houthi-
runa-Masirah TV
reported two overnight
USairstrikes on Saada
province, themain
stronghold of the group in
northern Yemen. No
casualties were reported.

Tensions between the
Houthis and the US
military have escalated
since Washington
launched fresh airstrikes
on Yemen on March 15 to
deter the Houthi group
from attacking commercial
vessels and warships in
the Red Seaand Gulf of
Aden.The Houthis said
their attacks aim to press
US-backed Israel to stop
the offensive against the
GazaStripand alow
humanitarian aid into the
Palestinian enclave.
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Food&Kids

Pickle your

The ancient art of preserving food has

piqued the interest of foodies worldwide.

As Kimchis, chutneys and kombucha go

mainstream, we find out why the buzz

around fermented food -the hottest

culinary trend of 2015 -is getting

louder.

You probably have fond childhood
memories of relishing your granny's
homemade achaar and chutneys.
Remember the lengths you'd go to, to steal
a palmful of murabba? Food, as they say, is
the best nostalgia. The world over, food
enthusiasts and connoisseurs have realised
that a winning dish is one through which
people relive their memories.Thus,
fermented ingredients have gone high up
onachef's list.

Sandor Katz, fermentation revivalist and
author of The Art of Fermentation and Wild
Fermentation, whose endorsement of
fermented ingredients has played a

major role in its entry into |
gourmet restaurant menus,
describes these foods as ‘the '
flavourful space between fresh
and rotten'. "Though the
process has been around for
centuries, it is only now that it

is being tapped for its full
potential. Chefs, home cooks
and even supermarkets
shelves are looking beyond
fermented staples like wine,
cheese, bread and yogurt."

Its popularity is on the rise

also because fermenta tion
increases the shelf life of
food, its flavour, causes
minimum wastage, is cost-
effective and can be easily

done athome.

THE INDIAN PICTURE

Touted as the hottest food trend

of 2015, cultured foods such as

the hugely popular Korean
kimchi (made from vegetables),

the many varieties of Indian chutney,
the German delicacy sauerkraut
(sour cabbage), Thai fish sauce nam
pla, Jaapanese miso paste
(fermented soybeans), Russian
kombucha (a fermented drink made
with tea) and its milky counterpart kefir,
are some traditional dishes that have become
mainstream ingredients in sandwiches, rolls,

soups, salads and
beverages across the

fermented recipes like kanji (a drink
prepared from the juice of black carrots),
curries made from kachampuli (a fruit
vinegar from Kerala), jau ki ghaat (a ragi
drink from Rajasthan), iromba (a spicy
Manipuri chutney made from fresh
vegetables and fish) etc." The distinct
flavour that fermentation imparts to a
dish is also one of the major reasons why
chefs are using this technique."The
process adds layers of complexity to the
food. For example, you can see a world of
difference between milk and cheese or
grape juice and wine, the
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globe.
Even in India, where
' dosa, chaas, dhokla,
appam and chutney
are popular dishes,
chefs are
experimenting with
alternative
fermented foods in
their menus. Says
nutrition consultant
and food blogger
Sangeeta Khanna,
|  "Fine dining
establishments
across India have
opened their
kitchens to
| traditional

Restaurant review:;
Cafe Immigrants

The restaurant, which started off
last November, is located in the
heart of the city's most hustling
and bustling Connaught Place
central business district.

The moment I entered, I was
drawn towards a large collection
of photographs mounted on the
walls beside the stairs that lead
to the restaurant.

"We all are immigrants to this
world, people keep travelling
and the name of the restaurant is
inspired from the idea of
travelling," its general
manager, Pankaj Badola, told
us.

The interior presents an
incomplete rustic look with
beautiful posters and
photographs - the effect
enhanced by huge :
chandeliers, dim lighting and 4
soft music. There is also an
open area for those who
would like to dine in fresh
air."There is competition no
doubt, but we are sure that we
will be a trendsetter in CP with
our in-house fusion dishes,"
Badola asserted.

The restaurant is the brainchild
of ChefUmesh, who has been in
the industry for more than a
decade now, is known for his
out-of-the-box ideas and who
has drawn up the restaurant's
menu.

"For us, both quality and
quantity matter. The menu has
been drawn up keeping in mind

facility.

the different demands of our
customers", Badola said, adding
that the restaurant also has a Wi-Fi

I took a table beside the window
that gave a panoramic view of the
crowded Connaught Place and a
host of sky-scrapers.

The menu appeared never-ending,
with a wide range of dishes from
Ukraine to Vietnam - and crossing
all over India. Interestingly, ghee
(clarified butter) cans served as

cutlery holders to give a traditional stop eating the prawn dish to make CIaSSiC
way for the main course. The menu . .
left me bewildered about what to VI1I1 algrett

touch.As I sat, I was welcomed
with a paan (betel leaf)-flavoured
cocktail - a drink with a strong
taste of paan, mixed with dry red
chillies and gulkand (rose petal
jam) that left a sweet-tangy taste in
mouth.Next came in Laksa - a
traditional Vietnamese spicy
noodle soup accompanied by a
green mango chutney.

Next, there was grilled chicken ith
aam papad, an amalgamation of a
sticky Indian savoury with
chicken cooked in the western
style. However, it was the starters
menu that amazed me with its

® From New Orleans southern fried
chicken to mutton gulouti kebab,
from a Vietnamese fish delicacy to
Maharashtrian Koliwada fish fingers
- the spectrum will leave you spoilt
for choices.

I'was served Koliwada fish fingers as
Badola suggested. Made from
authentic Koliwada spices from
Mabharashtra, the fish was well

marinated with the dominating taste ~ |
being of the Koliwada masala.

Taking care of my craving for more
starters, | was presented with butter

pepper garlic prawn. The prawn
pieces, deeply coated with butter
with a hint of black pepper, melted in
the mouth the moment I gulped
them.With a heavy heart, I had to

The

8 choose from the main course. [ ended
up with the Cafe Immigrants
speciality - khichdi served with

Take two tablespoo
balsamic vinegar and w

stuffed with loads of butter and
garlic. The khichdi, a traditional
Indian delicacy, was cooked with a
lot of spices that left a rich flavour in
the mouth.

For dessert came the Chawanprash
smoothie - a 'hatke' preparation made
of the Chawanprash health
supplement and mint, along with a
cookie and vanilla ice-cream.
Veggies won't be disappointed as the
menu offers a long list of dishes like
matar aur khajoor ka shammi kebab,
charmoula mushrooms in white
garlic sauce and methi cottage
cheese with parantha to choose from
Timings: 12 noonto 11.30 pm

Meal for two: Rs.2,500

Location: B block, Connaught Place

your salad!

it off.

mustard:

-

two teaspoons of mustard. Add a pinch
of kosher salt and pepper to taste. Mix
half a cup of olive oil and pour all over

Garlic vinaigrette:

Peel half a bulb of garlic and drizzle it
with olive oil on a tray. Wrap it with an
aluminum foil and roast it in the oven
till it is tender. Let it cool down and
then gently crush them. Blend it with
the vinaigrette (above mentioned) you
made and add some parmesan to finish

Spicy honey-

Mix two teaspoons of honey with two
teaspoons of mustard. Add two
tablespoons of lime juice and a pinch
of lemon zest and kosher salt to taste.
Add some olive oil and finish it off

fermented.Fermented foods taste strong,
acidic, sometimes pungent and matured. The
taste profile of consumers is very evolved
today.People are acquiring a taste for it," says
Mumbai-based Chef Akhil Multani.

AGOODKICKINTHE GUT
With people focussing more on holistic well-

being, cultured food with its inherent
probiotic health benefits, has caught the
fancy of consumers. Says macrobiotic
nutritionist Tarika Ahuja, "At any time, our
gut has good and bad bacteria. Eating healthy
fermented foods increases the good bacteria
and helps digestion. It also improves
immunity and purifies the blood, as the
bacteria flushes out all the toxins." Snacking
on these foods also means you don't need to
pop probiotic pills, as the former contain
triple the amount of bacteria. And above all,

you can go back to your childhood

memories by just ‘pickling' your tongue!
FERMENTATION FESTIVALS
AROUND THE WORLD

Every year, to celebrate the benefits of
fermented foods, world-class fermenting
artisans and enthusiasts come together to
set up festivals. Boston Ferments in New
England, Santa Barbara Fermentation
Festival in California, Fermentation Fest in
Wisconsin, Ganggyeong Fermented
Seafood Festival in Korea, are among the
dozen festivals that were held in 2014.
From holding workshops on how to
master fermentation to having a
market that sells homemade
samples of cultured foods and
drinks, these festivals give
you a low-down on
everything
fermented
BOTTLE -
FERMENTED
COCKTAILS
Bartenders and
mixologists are
u s i n g
cverything
f r o m
champagne
yeast to
koji, a
used

cocktail
ingredients and
make bottle-
fermented drinks. A
tricky process, this
echnique involves adding
east to mixed cocktails, then
bottling them and letting them
sit for a spell. The resulting
cocktails carry a unique

carbonation with a bready flavour!
EAT CULTURED FOODS, BE
SMART

According to a study published in the
journal Nutrition in Clinical Practice, apart
from being good for the health, probiotic
foods actually make you smarter! If you
find yourself struggling with brain fog or
depression, the problem may lie in your gut.
If you lead a stressful life and have a diet
high in sugary and processed food, the
beneficial microbiome in your gut becomes
imbalanced - which cause unclear thinking
and excessive worrying. This can be
corrected by consuming foods like
buttermilk , unpasteurised sauerkraut,
kimchi etc.
How many portions should I eat?

at homemade fermented food thrice a
day, along with your meals. Include curd,
pickled vegetables and fermented drinks as
accompaniments. Items made of fermented
rice and pulses can also be consumed," says
health expert Neeraj Mehta.aa

Classic

Salad

. dressings recipe

Wh Pt g mayonnaise with two tablespoons of
(‘Ehoppelf balsamic vinegar. Add two
yme. ¢ tablespoons of olive oil and sour
ytout Waél cream. Add a clove of garlic (crushed),
1‘ 0 € Kosher salt and oregano to taste and
SPICICT,  ix it all in a blender. Add a spoon of

aggu cﬁiaﬁ finely chopped parsley.

flakes or Vlediterranean:

¢ hopped Make a Mediterranean salad dressing
jalapeno. with half a cup of feta cheese
(crumbled). Mix this with the classic
: C ream y vinaigrette (shown above). Add
0 Italian: chopped parsley, dried oregano and

It is a great option to
calm jittery nerves,
reduce nausea and
relieve anxiety.

Cocoa: The most
popular bedtime
drink in the world,
this is a winter
favourite because of
its delicious taste.

some spiceto it.

Mix a little less than half a cup of

Even the ancient Mayans consumed it
by roasting the cocoa beans and adding

one diced tomato (as much as you
want).

4 popular bedtime beverages

Peppermint tea: This herbal tea has
properties that will help your body de-
stress, relax and eventually sleep better.

Chamomile Tea: Like peppermint tea,
it is also another non-milk tea that has
soothing qualities. For
best results, drink this
tea around 30 minutes
before your bed time.
Hot toddy: This
traditional alcoholic
beverage involves
pouring hot boiling
water in a little whiskey
and adding a twist of
honey, lemon and
cinnamon stick for flavour. It is good to
prevent cold and flu during winter and is
very delicious.
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Openers and bowlers give LSG first home win

Lucknow, April 4
(IANS) : Half-centuries
from Aiden Markram and
Mitchell Marsh along with
Digvesh Rathi, Shardul
Thakur and Avesh Khan
holding their nerve while
taking awicket each hel ped
Lucknow Super Giants
register their first homewin
of IPL 2025 after edging
Mumbai Indiansby 12 runs
at the BRSABV Ekana
Cricket Stadium on Friday.

On a black soil pitch,
Marsh capitalised on pace-
ondéliveriesto hit 60 off 31
balls, his third fifty of the
competition. After hisfall,
Markram stepped up to
smash 53 off 38 balls, while
Miller brought out the big
hits in a 14-ball 27 and
ensure LSG posted a 200-
plus total for the second
time.For M1, who conceded
69 runs in power-play,
Hardik Pandyaled the way
with the ball by picking up
5-36, hisfirst five-forin T20
cricket. The MI skipper
used the conditions very
well by relying moreon his
slower balls to get his
scal psand becomethefirst-
ever |IPL captain to take a
fifer. In reply, Suryakumar
Yadav and Naman Dhir hit
67 and 46 respectively to
keep M1 in the hunt of an
uphill chase. But with
Suryakumar falling in the
17th over and Tilak Varma
enduring ahorror timewith
thebat, it meant that LSG’s
bowlers were able to keep

—_—

Lucknow Super Giants' captain Rishabh Pant shake hands with Mumbai Indians
counterpart Hardik Pandya, right, at the end of the Indian Premier L eague cricket match
at Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadiumin Lucknow.

things under control,
especially by stickingtothe
wide-ball plan in the death
overs, and helped the side
get their sixth win over a
formidable M1 outfitin the
IPL.Inserted into batting
first, Marsh was quick off
the blocks by punching
Trent Boult for four and got
a lucky reprieve when his
edge was found by the
pacer, but MI never
appealed. He then
hammered Deepak Chahar
for three boundaries,
before lofting Boult over
mid-off for six and inner-
edging off him for four
more.

Marsh's superb march
continued as he hammered

‘Get to play multiple
matches in Yuva
Kabaddi Series’

Haridwar (Uttarakhand), April 4 (UNI) : Lokesh
Ghodliya, from Jai pur, began playing kabaddi in 2016 after
watching hiselder brother participateinlocal tournaments.

He played the sport for afew months, but his family
did not support him and opposed his involvement in it.
They prevented him from playing for about 6-7 months.
During this time, he focused entirely on his studies.

However, he resumed playing kabaddi during summer
vacations.” | used to watch my elder brother play kabaddi
for fun. Then, | started going to the stadium regularly and
learned the sport,” Lokesh said.

“Initially, | didn’t get support frommy family, and after
playing for 3-4 months, they stopped mefrom continuing.
| began playing the sport again during school summer
vacation, and my family started supporting me after they
saw me competein district and state-level tournaments,”
he added.

The 19-year-old made hisYuvaKabaddi Seriesdebut
with Aravalli Arrowsduring the Summer Edition in 2022.
He earned 81 points from 30 matches during his maiden
seasoninthe YuvaKabaddi Series. Lokeshwasanintegra
part of the Aravalli Arrows team for four editions,
representing the club in Summer Edition 2022, Monsoon
Edition 2022, Winter Edition 2022, and Monsoon Edition
2023. Healso played for the Periyar Panthersin the Summer
Edition 2023. L okesh represented YuvaMumbainthe Yuva
All Stars Championship 2025 and finished the season with
68 points from 18 matches. Overall, he has earned 485
points from 144 matches across six editions of the Yuva
Kabaddi Series. Lokesh made hisway into the Pro Kabaddi
League after exceptional performancesin the YKS over
two years. “The Yuva Kabaddi Series has played an
instrumental role in shaping my career and guiding me
into the Pro Kabaddi League. It was an excellent
opportunity for me to participate in the early editions of
the YuvaKabaddi Seriesand find my way into the PKL,”
L okesh opened up about the role of YKSin his career.

and cut off Mitchell
Santner for two boundaries,
before lofting and pulling
Ashwani Kumar for six and
four before abrace got him
hisfifty in27 balls. Marsh's
onslaught continued as he
clubbed and punched
Ashwani for two morefours
as LSG ended power-play
at 69/0.But against the run
of play, M1 brokethe 77-run
opening stand when Marsh
looked to drive off Vignesh
Puthur, but gave a simple
catch back to the leg-
spinner and fall for 60.
Pandya struck in his first
over as Nicholas Pooran
couldn’t get on top of a
slower bouncer and top-
edge was caught by short

finelegfor 12.

He came back to fox
Rishabh Pant with an off-
cutter and leading edge on
an early flick was caught by
diving mid-off, sending the
LSG skipper back for just
two. Amidst all this,
Markram stepped up to
keep LSG afloat with his
sixes over long-on and
boundaries over the off-
side, while Ayush Badoni
got a move on by lofting,
sweeping and cutting
Santner for a hat-trick of
fours.

After hitting a four off
Ashwani through an
expansive scoop, Badoni
tried repeating the shot on
the next ball, but he

couldn’t adjust for the
slowness of the delivery
and was caught behind by
RyanRickeltonfor a19-ball
30.Markram continued to
hold the innings together
by reaching his fifty in 34
balls, before being undone
by yet another off-cutter
from Pandyaand holed out
to long-off for 53. Though
Abdul Samad pulled to
long-on off Boult, Miller hit
two fours and a six in his
late knock to take L SG past
200, before he and Akash
Deep were dismissed by
Pandya, who is now
second-highest wicket-
taker with eight scalps in
the tournament.

L SG'sdefencebeganon
a bright note as Akash
Deep struck on his fourth
ball by having Will Jacks
pulling straight to deep
backward square leg for
five. Thakur was next to
strike by dismissing Ryan
Rickleton in the same

fashionfor 10.
Dhir injected some
momentum through

ruthless counter-attack
against Akash —pulling for
his four and two sixes,
before glancing to get
another boundary in a 21-
run fourth over, as Ml
eventually ended power-
play at 64/2. The duo took
a boundary each off both
Akash and Ravi Bishnoi,
before Rathi castled
Dhir for 46 right after
the first time out ended.

ESnorts to make its debut at
Khelo India Youth Games 2029
as demonstration sport

New Dehi,April 4(UNI)
: Esportswill makeitsdebut
as ademonstration sport at
the Khelo India Youth
Games (KI'YG) 2025 to be
heldin Bihar fromMay 4to
15. Since its inception, the
K1Y G has functioned as a
launching pad for India's
budding stars. Under the
scheme, 1,000 athletes are
awarded an annual
scholarship of Rs5lakh for
eight years to help prepare
them for international
competitions.

The government has
also announced that medal
winners at Khelo India
events will be eligible for
government jobs,
providing further incentive
for youth to pursue sports
professionally. Each edition
of the Khelo India Youth
Games servesasapathway
to the Olympic podium,
providing athletes with
early exposureto multisport
environments and a
national-level platform for
talent identification.

This development
follows the inclusion of
esports for a second
consecutive time as an
official medal sport at the

Aichi-NagoyaAsian Games
in 2026. With esports set to
make its debut in the
Olympicsin 2027, during the
inaugural Olympics
Esports Games, this
inclusion further solidifies
its status in India, placing
it on par with traditional
sports, accordingtoamedia
release.

Animesh Agarwal, Co-
Founder and CEO of SBUL
said, "Esports making its
way to the Khelo India
Youth Games 2025 is a
landmark moment for the
Indian esports ecosystem.
This recognition not only
further legitimizes esports
as anew-age sport but also
places our athletes
alongsidetraditional sports
disciplines, givingthemthe
respect and platform they
deserve."

"More importantly, it
lays the foundation for a
structured  grassroots
infrastructure, where
parents can see a clear
pathway for their kids to
pursue esports
professionally. Having
esports under the Ministry
of Youth Affairsand Sports
(MYAYS) is something we

have long advocated for,
and thisisasignificant step
in the right direction,” he
said.Vishal Parekh, Chief
Operating Officer,
CyberPowerPC India said,
"The inclusion of esports
as ademonstration sport at
the Khelo India Youth
Games 2025 isasignificant
milestone for the Indian
video gaming ecosystem. It
not only legitimizes esports
within the national sporting
framework but also
provides young gamers
with an opportunity to
compete on a structured
platform and experiencethe
pressures of high-stakes
tournaments,  crucial
learning for future
competitionsliketheAsian
Games and even the
Olympics."

"To truly compete at
their best, players need
high-performance
hardwarethat matchestheir
skills, and at
CyberPowerPC India, we
arecommitted to equipping
them with cutting-edge
gaming PCsand experience
zoneswith modern gear that
fuel their competitive
gameplay," Parekh said.

(5K launches second player Documentary: The Making of' Matheesha Pathirana

Chennai, Apr 5 (UNI) :
Five time IPL winners
Chennai Super Kings(CSK)
launched its second player
documentary series titled
‘The Making of’ in March
2025.

The second episode of
the series takes fans on an
inspiring and emotional
journey with Sri Lankan
slinger Matheesha
Pathirana.

The‘Making Of " series
offers an in-depth and
personal look into thelives
of the team's star players,
tracing their journeysfrom
childhood to their current

success on the field.The
first episode was on CSK
skipper Rutura) Gaikwad.
Viewers will get a
glimpse into Pathirana’'s
childhood days, how he
developed his unique
action and his journey al
theway tothe CSK and Sri
Lanka national teams,
accordingtoaCSK release.
With exclusive behind-
the-scenes footage,
interviews with Pathirana,
his family, and childhood
coaches, ‘The Making Of
Matheesha Pathirana
offersfansanintimateview
of the man with a unique

bowling action and his

success story.
On hisrelationshipwith
iconic MS  Dhoni,

Matheesha Pathirana says
heislike my father because
of the support, the
mentorship and the
guidance he gave me in
CSK. So, it'svery similar to
what my father did in my
home. So, that's why |
consider Dhoni my
cricketing father. | think |
still havethat video when |
first met him. Thetimel met
Mahi Bhai. | met him and
shook hands with him. He
told me, Hi, Mali."

"How are you? So, that
was so good. It's very
familiar to mebecausewhen
we are in Sri Lanka, Mali
meansthe younger brother.
So, that kind of legend
caledmeMali", hesaid.

On CSK retaining
Pathirana ahead of the IPL
2025AuctionCSK MDKS
Viswanathan said
"basically, we knew that we
will not be able to get a
bowler of that quality inthe
auction. And we al so knew
that if he goes into the
auction, hewill begoing for
a very high price and we
may not be able to get him

at that price. So that wasthe
only decision which we
could take. And we were
happy that we retained
him."

On Pathirana’s unique
bowling action, his
childhood coach Sampath
de Silvasaid Thisactionis
anatura action. Thereisno
need to change the natural
action. Had we changed the
bowling action, perhapswe
may not be speaking of a
Matheesha Pathirana
today. As such even to this
day, | don’'t change the
natural action of a bowler
asitisnatural to them.

Hitesh storms
into World
Boxing Cup final

Foz do Iguacu (Brazil),
Apr 4 (UNI) : Indian boxer
Hitesh produced a clinical
performance to outclass
Paris2024 Olympian Makan
Traore of France 5-0 and
entered the final of the
men’'s 70kg category at the
World Boxing Cup Brazil
2025 here on Thursday.

Displaying  sound
tactical discipline, the
reigning national champion
became the first Indian
pugilist toreachthefinal in
theinaugural edition of this
year's World Boxing Cup
series. Hiteshwill now face
England’'s Odel Kamarain
the gold medal bout.

TheIndian boxer began
cautiously, employing a
counter-attacking strategy
that helped him dictate the
pace of the semi-final bout.
Despiteapendty inthefina
round, the judges
unanimously awarded
Hitesh a5-0victory.

Among other Indian
boxers, Jadumani Singh
Mandengbam  fought
valiantly but lost 2-3 in a
split decision to former
Asian U-22 champion
Asilbek  Jalilov  of
Uzbekistaninthe50kg semi-
final. In the 90kg and 60kg
categories, Vishal and
Sachin went down to
Uzbekistan's Turabek
Khabibullaev and Poland’s
Pawel Brach respectively.

More than 130 boxers
from 19 countries, including
several Olympians, are
taking part in the World
Boxing Cup Brazil 2025—
the first of three
international events
scheduled for the year.
While competitions are
being held in both men's
and women's categories,
India is fielding a squad
only inthe 10 men’sweight
divisions.

Thenext two legs of the
World Boxing Cup will be
held in Kazakhstan (June-
July) and India
(November). Ranking
pointsearned in each event
will determine qualification
for the season-ending
World Boxing Cup Finals.

BWF to test
scoring system
in global
badminton

events

Beijing, April 4 (UNI):
The World Badminton
Federation (BWF) will test
anew 3x15 scoring system
across 10 international
tournaments starting May
2025, the governing body
announced Thursday.

Under the trial rules,
matches will be played as
best-of-three games, with
each gamewon by thefirst
player to reach 15 points. If
tied at 14-14, aplayer must
secure a two-point lead,
with games capped at 21
points.

The trials, spanning
Grade 3 tournaments in
Mexico, Venezuela, Czech
Republic, Northern
Mariana Islands,
Malaysia, Peru, Uganda,
Australia, Vietnam and
China, aim to assess
whether the shorter
format enhances match
intensity and reduces
injury risks while
maintaining spectator
appeal.

The BWF Council will
review data and
stakeholder feedback
before voting on a
permanent change at its
2026 Annual General
Meeting.

Jamshedpur FC, FC
Goa seal National
Championship berths

Mumbai, Apr 4 (UNI) FC Goa& Jamshedpur FC became
the first two teams in the Reliance Foundation
Development League (RFDL) 2024-25 season to book their
place in the National Championship at the Reliance
Corporate Park here on Friday.FC Goastarted their National
Group Stage campaign with back-to-back losses against
Diamond Harbour FC and NorthEast United FC. However,
they made a remarkable turnaround in the third game,
defeating Jamshedpur FC 3-0 and following it up with
another convincing win over East Bengal FC. Coming into
the game against Kickstart FC, the Gaurs direly needed
three points to ensure qualification to the next stage of
the competition.

They started the game on the front foot and broke the
deadlock in the 11th minute. Masawmtluanga's corner
was improperly cleared by the Kickstart FC defence and
Prachit Gaonkar drove it inside the box first time as the
ball landedin Vellington Fernandes feet and the midfielder
made no mistake in scoring from close range.

FC Goareceived a much-required boost in the game
with the lead and showed more intent going forward. On
the other hand, Kickstart pushed for an equalizer but
couldn't quite find a proper breakthrough.

The scoreline remained as FC Goa looked all set to
pick up thethree pointsand in came Lalthanglianato seal
the deal for his side with a second goal in the dying
seconds of the game. The midfielder wasleft unmarkedin
the attacking third and he went on to dribble and score
with a clean strike to make it 2-0, marking a superb
comeback from the Gaursin the competition.

FC Goa'swin also meant Jamshedpur FC, at 9 points,
made the cut for the National Championship, regardless
of their result against Diamond Harbour, asthe two sides
now await their semi-final opponentsfrom Group B.

In the other match, NorthEast United FC ended their
RFDL 2024-25 campaign with a2-0win over East Bengdl
FC. GunleibaWangkheirakpam opened the scoring for the
Highlanderswith an acrobatic effort off the rebound, after
the East Bengal goal keeper spilled Huidrom Thoi Singh's
attempt from outside the box.

TheRed & Gold Brigade had afair share of chancesto
level the scores but lacked finishing in the final third.

In the end, Fredy Chawngthansanga put the game to
bed in the 90th minute scoring NorthEast United's second
goal. Themidfielder wasleft unmarked insidethe box and
he made the most out of a perfectly-lobbed pass from
Gunleiba, to latch the ball into the bottom right corner.

Saptak Talwar bags
maiden title at Adani
Invitational Golf

Championship 2025

Greater Noida, April 4
(UNI) : Saptak Talwar of
Greater Noidaended a
long wait for hismaiden
title after he outshined his
nearest rivals at his home
course with aflawless
final round of five-under
67 attheRs 1.5 crore
Adani Invitational Golf
Championship 2025
played at the Jaypee
GreensGolf & SpaResort
here on Friday.The 26-
year-old Saptak’s (67-72-
69-67) superb last round
effort lifted him two spots
from hisovernight third
position. Talwar, who had
previously posted two
runner-up finishes on the
PGTI sinceturning proin
2021, ended the week with
awinning total of 13-
under 275 and aone-
strokevictory margin.

Talwar, who studied at
Sacred Heart University in
Connecticut, USA, before
turning professional,
picked up the winning
chequeworth Rs22,50,000
that propelled him from
seventh to fourth position
inthe PGTI Order of

Merit.

Overnight joint leaders
Arjun Prasad (68-69-69-70)
of Delhi and Chandigarh’s
Yuvrg Sandhu (70-67-69-
71) finished second and
third at 12-under 276 and
11-under 277, respectively.

Saptak Talwar, who
was two off the lead at the
start of round four,
enjoyed a hot start on
Friday ashe capitalized
with birdies on thefirst
two par-5s, the second
and fourth holes. Saptak
then added two more
birdies on the fifth and
10th using his wedges to
great effect. He narrowly
missed afive-foot eagle
putt on the par-5 12th,
where he picked up his
fifth birdie of the day.
Talwar, who had made
three three-puitts for
bogeysearlier inthe week,
then saw it homewith pars
onthelagt 9x holes. He
madeacrucid par savefrom
eight feet on the 16th that
helped keep his card
bogey-free and gave him
the momentum towards
the end.
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WR to run three summer special
trains to various destinations

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, April 4: Forthe
convenience of passengers
and with aview to meet the
travel demand especially
during the summer season,
Western Railway has
decided torunthree Specid
Trains on Specia Fare to
various destinations.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek the details
of the special train is as
under:

1. Train No. 09183/
09184 Mumbai Central —
Varanasi Weekly AC
Specid : [24 Tripg)] :

Train No. 09183
Mumbai Central —Varanas
AC Specid will depart from
Mumbai Central every
Wednesday at 22.50 hrs
andreach Varanas at 10.30
hrson Friday. Thistrainwill
runfrom 09th April to 25th
June, 2025. Similarly, Train
No. 09184 Varanasi —
Mumbai Central AC Specia
will depart from Varanasi
every Friday at 14.30 hrs
and reach Mumbai Central
at 04.20 hrs, on Sunday.
Thistrainwill runfrom 11th
April to 27th June, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Borivali, Palghar,
Vapi, Valsad, Surat,
Vadodara, Ratlam, Kota,
Sawai Madhopur,
Gangapur City, Bharatpur,
Achhnera Jn, Agra Fort,
Tundla, Shikohabad,
Mainpuri, Bhongaon,
Farrukhabad, Kannauj,

Kanpur Central, Lucknow,
Rae Bareli Jn, Amethi,
Pratapgarh, Janghai Jn and
Bhadohi stations in both
directions.

Thistrain comprises of
FirstAC,AC 2-Tier, AC 3-
Tier, AC 3-Tier (Economy)
and General Second Class
coaches.

2. Train No. 09043/
09044 Bandra Terminus -
Barhni Weekly Specid :[24
Trips]:

TrainNo. 09043 Bandra
Terminus - Barhni Special
will depart from Bandra
Terminus every Sunday at
00.05 hrs and will reach
Barhni at 08.00 hrs, the next
day. Thistrainwill runfrom
13thApril to29th June, 2025.
Similarly, Train No. 09044
Barhni — Bandra Terminus
Special will depart from
Barhni every Monday at
13.30 hrs. & will arrive
Bandra Terminus at 23.50
hrs, the next day. Thistrain
will run from 14th April to
30th June, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Borivali, Palghar,
Dahanu Road, Vapi, Va sad,
Surat, Sayan, Bharuch,
Vadodara, Godhra, Ratlam,
Nagda, Ujjain, Sant
Hirdaram Nagar, Bina,
Virangana Lakshmibai
Jhansi, Kanpur Central,
Lucknow, Barabanki Jn. and
Gonda Jn. stations in both
directions.

Thistrain comprises of
AC 3-Tier, Slegpar Classad
Genard Seoond Classcoeches

3. Train No.09195/
09196 Vadodara - Mau

Superfast Weekly Special :
[26 Trips):

Train No. 09195
Vadodara— Mau Superfast
Special will depart
Vadodaraevery Monday at
19.00 hrs& will reach Mau
at 20.45 hrs, the next day.
Thistrainwill runfrom 7th
April, 2025 to 30th June,
2025. Similarly, Train No.
09196 Mau - Vadodara
Superfast Special will
depart from Mau every
Tuesday at 23.45hrs & will
reach Vadodaraat 00.45 hrs,
on Thursday. Thistrain will
runfrom 8th April, 2025to
1st July, 2025.

Enroute this train will
halt at Dahod, Ratlam, Kota,
Sawai Madhopur,
Gangapur City, Bayana,
Idgah Agra Jn., Tundla,
Kanpur Central, Fatehpur,
Prayagraj Jn., Gyanpur
Road, Banaras and
Aunrihar station in both
directions. Train No. 09195
will have additional halt at
Godhra station.

Thistrain comprises of
First AC, AC 2-Tier, AC 3-
Tier, Sleeper Class and
General Second-Class
Coaches.

The Booking for Train
Nos. 09183 & 09195 will
open from 06th April, 2025
andfor TrainNo. 09043 will
open from 08th April, 2025
at al PRS Countersand on
IRCTC website. For
detailed information
regarding timings of halts
and composition,
passengersmay pleasevisit
www.enquiry.indianral.govin

Western Railway at “Numero Uno” position
amongst all zones of Indian Railways in
Public Grievances redressal performance

(Sandard Post Bureau)

domain of WR encompasses passengers

Mumbal, April 4 : Western Railway has
once again proved its mettle in the pursuit
to provide the best of servicestoitsvalued
customers and has secured top position
across Indian Railways when it comes to
Public Grievances Redressal. The
passengers can lodge/register their
complaints through the following modes
availableunder Rail Madad App viz. official
Social Media handles, Helpline No. 139,
Centralized Public Grievance Redressal and
Monitoring System (CPGRAMS), Mobile
App, Web, SMS, E-Mail, etc.

According to a press release issued by
Chief Public Relations Officer of Western
Railway, Mr Vineet Abhishek, utmost
priority is always given by WR for the
disposal of grievances which are received
ondaily basisat different public grievance
platforms of Rail Madad App and are
closely monitored at various levels by
senior railway officers. Due to these
sustained efforts, Western Railway has
been able to redress the grievances at a
quicker pace and this has helped WR to
secure the top position amongst all Zonal
Railways with the Grievance Redressal
Efficiency Index (GREI) scoreof 0.96 for the
year 2023 - 24.

Mr Vineet further informed that Western
Railway is at the Numero Uno position in
IR for the past five years with regards to
Grievance Redressal Efficiency Index
(GREI). WR’s share of Rail Madad
complaints over Indian Railways (IR) was
4.97% till February 2025 as compared to
8.29% inApril 2024, which isanimmense
reduction of 40%. Although the geographic

who aremore aware and demanding, it has
one of theleast numbers of complaints per
million passengers. The grievances have
diminished from 219 per million passengers
inApril 2024to 141in February 2025, which
is areduction of 36%. WR's GREI score
during the last 5 years, i.e. in 2022 — 23,
2021-22,2020—-21,2019-20, 2018—19
was 0.95, 0.92, 0.99, 0.73 & 0.90
respectively. The average disposal/
pendency time of WR is aso one of the
least in IR and at the same time, excellent
feedback has been one of the highest in
IR

Mr Vineet stated that Western Railway
has set up a "War Room" for the Rail
Madad serviceat all thesix divisionswhich
monitors and responds to passenger
complaints or issues on realtime basis.
Western Railway handled more than 1170
million passengers with almost 47120
complaintsin the year 2023 which is just
0.0040% of total passengerscarried by WR.
Intheyear 2024, thishasreduced to 0.0033
% of total passengers by handling around
1247 million passengers and 41680
complaints. WR conducts regular checks
& inspections at stations & trains based
on thegrievances and complaintsreceived.
Variousdriveswere conducted with regard
to issues pertaining to Passenger
Amenities, Cleanliness of stations,
Cleanliness of toilets at stations / trains,
Catering & Vending services, Promptness
of grievance redressal at stations,
Unauthorised passengers entering
reserved coaches, promptness of Onboard
Housekeeping Service (OBHS) staff, etc

No day
block over
WR on

Sunday

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, April 4 : To
carry out maintenancework
of tracks, signalling &
overhead equipment, a
Jumbo Block of 04.00 hours
will be under taken on UP
Slow lineand DOWN Fast
linefrom 00.15 hrsto 04:15
hrs between Borivali and
Ram Mandir stationsinthe
intervening night of 05th /
06th April, 2025 (Saturday/
Sunday).

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr Vineet
Abhishek, during the block
period, UP Slow linetrains
will be run on the UP Fast
line between Borivali and
Andheri. Hence, these
trains will not halt at Ram
Mandir for want of platform.
Dueto the block, some UP
& DOWN trainswill remain
cancelled and some trains
will be short terminated.

Detailed informationto
thiseffectisavailable with
concerned Station Masters.
Passengersare requested to
take note of the above
arrangements.

Therefore, therewill be
NOBLOCK inDAY TIME
over Western Railway
Suburban section on
Sunday, 06th April, 2025.

PM to aiso lay the foundation stone and
dedicate to the nationvarious rail and
road projects worth over Rs 8,300 crore

PM to flag off Rameswaram-Tambaram (Chennai) new train service

(Sandard Post Bureau)

New Delhi, April 4 :
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi will visit
Tamil Nadu on 6thApril. On
the occasion of Ram
Navami, at around 12 noon,
he will inaugurate the new
Pamban Rail Bridge- India's
first vertical lift sea bridge
and flag off atrain and a
ship from the road bridge
and witness the operation
of the bridge.

Thereafter at around
12:45 PM, he will perform
darshan and pooja at
Ramanathaswamy templeat
Rameswaram. At around
1:30PM inRameswaram, he
will lay the foundation
stone and dedicate to the
nation variousrail and road
projects worth over Rs
8,300 crorein Tamil Nadu.
He will also address the
gathering on the occasion.

Prime Minister will
inauguratethe New Pamban
Rail Bridge and flag off
Rameswaram-Tambaram
(Chennai) new train
service. The bridge carries
adeep cultura significance.

According to  the
Ramayana, the
construction of Ram Setu
was initiated from

Dhanushkodi
Rameswaram.
The Bridge, linking
Rameswaram to the
mainland, stands as a
remarkable feat of Indian
engineering on the global
stage. It isbuilt at acost of
over Rsb50 crore. I1tis2.08
km in length, features 99
spans and a 72.5-metre
vertical lift span that rises
up to aheight of 17 metres,
facilitating smooth
movement of ships while
ensuring seamless train

near

operations.
Constructed with
stainless steel

reinforcement, high-grade
protective paint, and fully
welded joints, the bridge

boasts increased durability
and reduced maintenance
needs. It is designed for

dual rail tracks to
accommodate  future
demands. A special
polysiloxane coating
protects it from corrosion,
ensuring longevity in the
harsh marine environment.

Prime Minister will lay
the foundation stone and
dedicate to the nation
various rail and road
projects worth over Rs
8,300 crorein Tamil Nadu.
These projects include
foundation stone for four-
laning of 28 Km long
Walajapet — Ranipet
section of NH-40 and
dedication to the Nation of

4-laned 29 Km long
Viluppuram — Puducherry
section of NH-332; 57 Km
long Poondiyankuppam —
Sattanathapuram section of
NH-32 and 48 Km long
Cholapuram — Thanjavur
section of NH-36. These
highways will connect
many pilgrim centres and
tourist places, reduce
distance between cities
and enable faster accessto
Medical College and
Hospital, Ports besides
empowering loca farmersto
transport agricultural
products to the nearby
markets and boost
economic activity of
local leather and small
scale industries.

CR has announced 1156 Summer Special trains
including 284 unreserved trains till date

(Sandard Post Bureau)

Mumbai,April 4: Centra
Railway has announced
1156 Summer Specid trains
including 284 unreserved
trains till date, in addition
toitsregular trainsto clear
the extra rush of
passengers during the
summer season.

Central Railway had
earlier announced 1058
services of Summer Special
Trainsand will now run an
additional 98 services for
the benefit of
passengers.”“Railways
have decided to run 98
additional weekly summer
special services between
Mumbai-Madgaon /
Kanpur, Pune-Jhansi and
Kalaburagi-Bengaluru
including 6 Unreserved
specials between Mumbai-
Sankrail to clear the extra
rush of passengers during
the summer season.

The detailsasasunder:

1LTT-Madgaon-LTT
Weekly special (10
services)

01103 Weekly specia
will leave LokmanyaTilak
Terminusat 08.20 hrsevery
Monday from 07.04.2025to
05.05.2025 and will arrive
Madgaon at 21.40 hrssame
day. : (5 services)

01104 Weekly specia
will leaveMadgaon at 16.30
hrs every Sunday from
06.04.2025t004.05.2025and
will arrive LokmanyaTilak
Terminus at 06.25 hrsnext
day. : (5services)

Halts: Thane, Panvel,

Pen, Roha, Mangaon, K hed,
Chiplun, Sangameshwar
Road, Ratnagiri, Adavali,
Vilavade, Rajapur Road,
Vaibhavwadi Road,
Kankavali, Sindhudurg,
Kudal, Sawantwadi Road
and Thivim.

Composition: One AC
2-Tier, ThreeAC 3-Tier, Two
AC 3-Tier Economy, 8
Sleeper class, 4 General
Second class, 1 General
Second class cum Guard's
Brake Van and 1 Generator
Ca.

2.LTT- Kanpur-LTT
Weekly superfast special
(24 services)

04152 Weekly superfast
specia will leave Lokmanya
Tilak Terminusat 17.15 hrs
every Saturday from
12.04.2025t028.06.2025 and
will arrive Kanpur at 15.45
hrsnext day. : 12 services)

04151 Weekly superfast
specia will leave Kanpur at
15.25 hrsevery Friday from
11.04.2025t027.06.2025 and
will arrive LokmanyaTilak
Terminus at 14.55 hrsnext
day.: (12 services)

Halts: Igatpuri,
Bhusaval, Itars, Jodpur, Kan,
Stna Prayagg, Bhawai, Srathu
and Fatehpur

Composition: One AC
2-Tier, Five AC 3-Tier, 4
Sleeper class, 8 General
Second class and 2 Generd
Second class cum Guard's
BrakeVan.

3.Pune-Jhansi-Pune
Weekly superfast special
(24 services)

01921 Weekly superfast

Many ‘commissionerates' of land mafias formed in UP under BJP: Akhilesh

Lucknow, April 4 (UNI)
: Samajwadi Party (SP)
President Akhilesh Yadav
on Friday alleged that not
only in Gorakhpur,
Ayodhya, Lucknow or
Kanpur, but inreality, many
‘commissionerates of land
mafia have been formed
under the rule of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the entire Uttar

Pradesh.In a statement
issued here, Akhilesh said
that permanent land mafia
protected, sponsored, and
nurtured by the BJP are
activeon charitableland or
ponds, while temporary
land mafiaaredoingillegal
work in broad daylight in
illegal mining or
deforestation. "Records of
illegal occupation of land

are being made in the rule
of 'Bharatiya Zameen
Party'," he alleged.He said
that the BJP is the biggest
land mafia party.
"Corruptioninlandisatits
peak. BJP people are
engaged in buying, selling,
and occupying land at
variousplaces. In connivance
withtheofficials, BJPpeople
are engaged in occupying

the lands of farmers, poor
people, as well as all
government lands," hesaid.
The SP chief claimed
that in Ayodhya, the BJP
government gave the
acquired land to its close
ones. "A lot of land of
farmers and traders was
snatched away, and they
were not even given proper
compensation,” he said.

He said that the people
of the state are troubled by
the highhandedness and
anarchy of the BJP.
"Farmers and the poor are
not getting justice. The
future of theyouthisinthe
dark. Every section of
society is troubled and
miserable. The BJP
government is doing anti-
condtitutional work," he said.

special will leave Pune at
15.15 hrs every Thursday
from 10.04.2025 to
26.06.2025 and will arrive
Virangana Lakshmibai
Jhans at 10.00 hrsnext day.
: (12 services)

01922 Weekly superfast
specia will leaveVirangana
Lakshmibai Jhans at 12.50
hrs every Wednesday from
09.04.2025t025.06.2025and
will arrive Puneat 11.35 hrs
next day. : (12 services)

Halts: Daund Chord
Line, Ahmednagar,
Kopargaon, Manmad,
Bhusaval, Khandwa, Itarsi,
Narmadapuram, Rani
Kamlapati, Vidisha, Bina
and Lalitpur

Composition: One AC
2-Tier, Four AC 3-Tier, 6
Sleeper class, 4 General
Second Classand 2 General
Second class cum Guard's
BrakeVan.

4.Hadapsar-Jhansi-
Hadapsar Weekly
superfast special (26
services)

01923 Weekly superfast
specia will leave Hadapsar
at 19.10 hrs every Sunday
from 06.04.2025 to
29.06.2025 and will arrive
Virangana Lakshmibai
Jhans at 15.00 hrsnext day.
: (13 services)

01924 Weekly superfast
specia will leaveVirangana
Lakshmibai Jhans at 19.40
hrs every Saturday from
05.04.2025t028.06.2025and
will arriveHadapsar at 16.30
hrsnext day. : (13 services)

Halts: Daund Chord

Line, Ahmednagar,
Kopargaon, Manmad,
Bhusaval, Khandwa, Itarsi,
, Rani Kamlapati and Bina

Composition: One AC
2-Tier, Four AC 3-Tier, 6
Sleeper class, 4 General
Second Classand 2 General
Second class cum Guard's
BrakeVan

5. Kalaburagi- Sir M
Visvesaraya Terminal
Bengaluru Weekly special
—(8trips)

06520 Weekly special
will leave Kalaburagi at
09.35 hrs every Sunday
from 06.04.2025 to
27.04.2025 and will arrive
SMV Bengaluru at 20.00
hrs same day.

06519 Weekly special
will leave SMV Bengaluru
at 21.15 hrsevery Saturday
from 05.04.2025 to
26.04.2025 and will arrive
Kaaburagi at 07.40 hrsnext
day.

Halts: Shahabad,
Yadgir, Krishna, Raichur,
Manthralayam Road,
Adoni, Guntakal,
Anantapur, Dharmavaram
and Yelahanka

Composition:, One AC
2-Tier, One AC 3-Tier, 11
Sleeper Class, 04 Genera
Second Classand 02 Luggage
cum Guard'sBrakeVans

UNRESERVED
SPECIALS

6) Bhiwandi Road-
Sankrail / Santragachi-
Bhiwandi Road Weekly

Unreserved Specials (6
trips)
01149 Weekly

Unreserved Special will
leave Bhiwandi Road at
22.30 hrsevery Wednesday
from 09.04.2025 to
23.04.2025 and will arrive
Sankrail Goods Terminal at
13.00 hrs third day. : (3
trips)

01150 Weekly
Unreserved Special will
leave Santragachi at 21.00
hrs every Saturday from
12.04.2025t026.04.2025 and
will arrive Bhiwandi Road at
11.30hrsthird day. : (3trips)

Halts: Kalyan, Igatpuri,
Nashik Road, Manmad,
Jalgaon, Bhusaval, Akola,
Badnera, Wardha, Nagpur,
Gondia, Raipur, Bilaspur,
Jharsuguda, Rourkela,
Chakradharpur, Tatanagar
and Kharagpur

Composition:, 10
General Second Class, 2
Second Class-cum- Guard's
Brake Van and 10Parcel
Vans

Reservation:

Bookings for special
trainnos 06520 on special
chargesis open.“Bookings
for special train nos 01103,
04152, 01921 and 01923 on
gpecia charges will open on
05.04.2025a dl computerised
reservation centres and on
websitewww.irctc.co.in

Tickets for Unreserved
Specials & coaches can be
booked on normal charges
through UTS.

“For detailed timings
and halts of these Special
Trains, please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.govin
or download NTESApp.

Badal seeks central probe into attack

on Ambedkar statues, temples

Chandigarh, Apr 4 (UNI) Senior
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) leader and
Bathinda MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal on
Friday sought a central probe into recent
attemptsto destabilise peacein Punjab and
instigate communal violence by targeting
statues of Babsaheb B R Ambedkar aswell
astemples.

Talking on this subject in parliament,
Badal said it was condemnable that the

statues of Babasaheb Ambedkar had been
targeted threetimesin thelast three months
but the Aam Aadmi Party government had
failed to either protect them or ensure
exemplary punishment for the perpetrators.
Asserting that this was being done
under adesign, she said abomb was hurled
at the Thakurdwara in Amritsar indicating
that awider conspiracy wasat work to create
acommunal divideinthe State.
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