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IN BRIEF

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 18 : The

language controversy has
come to the forefront in
Maharashtra politics though
the state has decided to
implement the National
Education Policy making
Hindi a compulsory third
language from standard I-V
in Marathi and English
medium schools in the state.

Currently, only Marathi
and English are being taught
as mandatory languages
from Classes 1 to 4 in these
s c h o o l s . P r o m i n e n t
politicians have spoken out
against “foisting” of Hindi
in the state with Raj
Thackeray of MNS being
the latest one to threaten a
statewide agitation.

The state’s curriculum
planning steering committee
had earlier recommended

Raj Thackeray hardens
stance against Hindi
in school curriculum

options other than Hindi
from the first grade.
However, many politicians
have alleged that the
Education Department has
ignored the recommendation
and has forced Hindi on the
state.Raj Thackeray has
voiced his strong opposition
to the education
department’s decision in a
podcast anchored by actor,
producer-director Mahesh
Manjrekar.

“We need our people
who are in government
…and look at the Marathi
language issue. Merely
celebrating the language day
or getting the status of a
classical language will not
lead to the promotion of
Marathi language,” said the
MNS chief.“If development
means turning a blind eye to
the existence of Marathi

people, we do not want it.
The flyovers being built
today look great, but if this
is ending the existence of
Marathi people, we do not
want such development,”
he added.The Centre’s
National Education Policy
envisages a three-language
formula. According to it,
Hindi is introduced as a
subject from class 1 in the
state. “The government is
trying to create a Marathi-
Marathi conflict in the
upcoming municipal
elections, which the MNS
will never tolerate,” said Raj
Thackeray. The MNS chief
has  warned the
government that Hindi
books from the school
curriculum will not be sold
in shops and that schools
will not be allowed to distribute
those books to students.

(Standard Post Bureau)
C h h a t r a p a t i

Sambhajinagar, April 18  :
The country is becoming
self-reliant by reducing the
import of products required
for defence material, and
currently, more than 500
products are being
manufactured in India,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Friday.

Iterating that there are
unlimited opportunities in
the field of defence
equipment manufacturing.
he said the Central
government was committed
to making the country self-
reliant.

"And the country is
succeeding in that. We have
now started exporting
defense materials produced
in the country and we have
increased this export from
Rs 600 crore to Rs 2400
crore."Our policy is to
manufacture more than 500
products required in the

Country moving
towards self-reliance
in defence material
products: Rajnath

defense sector in the
country. There is a plan to
reduce imports and increase
defense products to Rs 3
lakh crore", he said,
speaking at a seminar
organised by the Chamber
of Marathwada Industries
and Agriculture (CMIA) on
the topic 'Marathwada: Self-
reliant India'.

In order to accommodate
the entrepreneurs of
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
a delegation of
entrepreneurs led by
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis should
come to Delhi for further
discussions, said Rajnath.

Chief Minister Fadnavis
said that Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar is now
becoming the industrial
magnet of Maharashtra. 10
thousand acres acquired
for industrial estate have
been dis t r ibuted to
industries and there is still
demand from entrepreneurs.

Shah appeals to
Naxalites to lay
down arms and
join mainstream

New Delhi, April 8 (UNI) : Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday appealed to the Naxalites to lay down their
arms as soon as possible and join the mainstream by
adopting the surrender policy of the Modi government.

In his post on X, Shah said that Cobra Commandos
and Chhattisgarh Police have arrested 22 notorious
Naxalites with modern weapons and explosive materials in
various operations in Bijapur district of Chhattisgarh.

He said 11 Naxalites have also surrendered in Badesetti
Panchayat of Sukma, due to which this Panchayat has
become completely Naxal-free.

The Home Minister appealed to the hiding Naxalites to
lay down their arms as soon as possible and join the
mainstream by adopting the surrender policy of the Modi
government.

"We are determined to free the country from the scourge
of Naxalism before 31 March 2026," he said.

Shah said that 22 other Naxalites also surrendered in
Sukma, taking the total number of surrendered Naxalites to
33."I congratulate the security force personnel and
Chhattisgarh Police for this success towards the Naxal-
Mukt Bharat campaign," he added.

Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, April 18
(UNI) : Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray (UBT) Shiv
Sena on Friday launched a
month-long agitation on
shortage of water supply
to the city at the city
entrance.

Prominent UBT leaders,
including Opposition
leader Ambhadas Danve,
former MP Chandrakant
Khaire, Balasaheb Thorat,
Traymbak Tupe and
Santosh Jejurkar led the
agitation in which

Sena-UBT launches stir on water woes
hundreds of party activists
and office bearers
participated.UBT leader
and opposition leader of
state assembly council
Ambadas Danve led the
agitation at Mukundwadi
Chowk on Jalna
road.Danve told media that,
when 140 MLD water was
available to the city daily, it
should have been provided
for at least 4 days.When
Uddhav Thackeray was the
chief minister, the water
supply was available for 3-
4 days. “After the Eknath

Shinde govermment came
to power, the supply
comes after a week. Since
Devendra Fadnavis has
become the Chief Minister,
becoming the administrator
of the municipal
corporation, the people are
getting water in 10-12
days, Sena leaders alleged.

The shortage of supply
is due to slow work of
laying new water supply
pipelines and frequent
leakages in the existing
pipeline from the
Jayakwadi dam.

Mumbai, April 18 ( UNI)
: Maharashtra Public Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Prakash Abitkar on Friday
directed that the Public
Health Department should
take action to provide
cashless treatment up to Rs
1 lakh for accident victims
from approved and other
emergency hospitals.

He also said that
hospitals, society officials
and implementing agencies
should be strictly vigilant to
ensure that patients get
timely, quality and cashless
treatment. He warned of
strict action against those
who do wrong.He was

Minister Abitkar says cashless
treatment up to Rs 1 lakh will
be provided for accident victims

speaking during a review
meeting of the functioning
of the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana and Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule Jan Arogya
Yojana at the headquarters
of the State Health
Guarantee Society in Worli,
Mumbai.On this occasion,
Chairman of Ayushman
Bharat Mission
Maharashtra Committee,
Omprakash Shete, Chief
Executive Officer of the State
Health Guarantee Society
Annasaheb Chavan,
Deputy Chief Executive
Officer Dayanand Jagtap,
Joint Secretary of the Public

Health Department Ashok
Atram, Assistant Director
Ravindra Shete were
present.

During the meeting,
Minister Abitkar took many
important decisions for the
effective implementation of
this scheme. It was decided
to increase the number of
hospitals adopted under the
scheme from 1,792 to 4,180.

He ordered that the
selection process be
implemented in a
transparent manner through
a committee headed by the
District Collector.

A study committee has

Man held for molesting
woman in bus days after
she filed complaint

Mumbai April 18 (UNI) : A man was arrested on Friday
for allegedly molesting a 26-year-old woman in a moving
Bombay Municipal Corporation-run BEST bus after she
filed a complaint days after the incident, police said.

The incident took place on April 10 around 10 am when
the woman was travelling from Prabhadevi to Kurne Chowk
in Worli by a BEST bus. She alleged in a complaint filed
with the police on April 16 that an unknown man standing
behind her in the bus molested her in the moving bus.

The police formed a special team to investigate the
incident. The team analysed CCTV footage from various
locations where the accused boarded and exited the bus.

Crucial evidence came from the CCTV camera installed
inside the BEST bus, which showed a man standing behind
the woman. Upon reviewing the footage, the victim
identified the man as the one who had molested her.Further
investigation led the police to examine footage from around
25 locations in the Worli area. They eventually traced the
accused and arrested him.The accused was identified as
Irfan Hussein Shaikh (31), a resident of Kherwadi in Bandra.

Haryana govt
to provide
interest-free
advance to
Class-IV
employees to
purchase
wheat

Chandigarh, April 8
(UNI) : The Haryana
government has
decided to grant an
interest-free advance of
Rs 25,000 to all its
Class-IV employees for
the purchase of wheat.

The advance will be
recoverable in equal
monthly installments,
with the entire
amount to be
recovered before the
close of the current
financial year 2025-26.

According to a letter
issued by the Finance
Department today, the
advance will be
admissible only to
permanent and
temporary regular
employees.

In cases where both
husband and wife are
employed in
government service, the
advance will be
sanctioned to only one
of them, it said.

BSF, Punjab
Police
recover arms
cache in field
on Amritsar
border

Chandigarh, April 8
(UNI) : In a major
success against the
Pakistan-based cross-
border smuggling
syndicate, BSF troops
and Punjab Police
recovered a cache of
arms in a field on the
Amritsar border on
Thursday night.

BSF spokesman said
today that acting on
specific intelligence, a
joint search operation
was launched in the
border area, which led
to the discovery of
six pistols and 14
magazines concealed
inside a large packet
wrapped in yellow
adhesive tape.

The packet, with a
metal ring attached,
was found in a
harvested field near
village Mahawa of
Amritsar district.

He said that the
operation, marked by
seamless
coordination and
swift execution,
stands as a testament
to the alertness and
professionalism of
the security forces,
and significantly
dents the agenda of
anti-national
elements, thereby
ensuring safety in the
sensitive border
regions of Punjab.

Alcaraz beats Djere to reach
Barcelona Open quarters

Top seed Carlos Alcaraz eased into the quarter-
finals of the Barcelona Open with a straight-set win
over Laslo Djere.Spanish world number two Alcaraz,
who triumphed at the Monte Carlo Masters last week, won
6-2 6-4 against Serbia's unseeded Djere on ThursdayAlcaraz
won the first five games and produced eight unanswered
winners in a dominant first set.

Mohd Yunus pledges to
strengthen Dhaka-Islamabad ...

As Bangladesh and Pakistan held their first Foreign
Office Consultations in more than 15 years, Chief
Advisor Mohammed Yunus pledged to strengthen
Dhaka's ties with Islamabad during his meeting with
Pakistan’s Foreign Secretary Amna Baloch.

Police, Army & CAPF determined
to crush terrorism in Jammu ...

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Friday said
J&K Police, Army and Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) are determined to crush terrorism in Jammu
and Kashmir.He said the terrorist incidents have increased
in Jammu division, which is a matter of concern.

Nitish Kumar initiates
dialogue with Women

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, popular for his
steps towards women empowerment, initiated dialogue
with women to apprise them of the government schemes
and the activities taken for the welfare of the women
folk of the society. While flagging the women's dialogue
programme through video conferencing here on Friday,
Kumar said that in addition to apprise the women about
various activities initiated for their empowerment, their
problems and aspirations would be identified at
grassroot level including villages and tolas.
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Indian Youth Congress (IYC) activists hold placards during ‘Rail Roko’ protest over the Enforcement Directorate's (ED)
chargesheet against Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in the National Herald case, in Patna on Friday.

Lucknow, April 8 (UNI)
: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Friday directed the
officials of the districts
concerned to conduct
relief work with full
promptness in view of
storm, rain and hailstorm,
an official spokesman said
here.In a message to the
people of the state, the
CM said, "Information of
storm, rain, hailstorm has
been received from many
districts in the state. "But
there is no need to worry.
The safety of every
resident of the state is the
priority of your
government," he said.

He has said that the
officials should visit the

Carry out relief work with promptness
in districts hit by rain, hailstorm: Yogi

area and conduct a survey
and keep an eye on the
relief work. "In case of
loss of life and animal loss
due to disasters like
lightning, storms and rain,
immediately distribute
relief amounts to the
affected. The injured
should be given proper
treatment," he said.Yogi
has directed that the
officials should conduct a
survey and assess the
crop loss and send a
report to the government
so that further action can
be taken in this regard. He
directed that in case of
waterlogging,
arrangements for drainage
should be made as a
priority.He said that

directives have been
given to the officials of
the districts affected by
storm, rain, hailstorm and
lightning to conduct relief
work with full promptness
by surveying the area.

The CM said, "In case
of loss of life and animal
loss, the officials have
been directed to
immediately distribute
relief amounts to the
affected and provide
proper treatment to the
injured. Also, in view of
the government purchase
of wheat currently going
on, the officials have been
directed to take full care of
safe storage of wheat at
all purchase centres,
including mandis, and

assess the damage to the
crops and provide a report
to the government so that
further action can be
taken in this regard."He
said that directives have
also been given to the
officials to make
arrangements for drainage
on priority.It may be noted
that around a dozen
individuals were killed and
several others were
injured after sudden rain
and hailstorms
accompanied with dust
storms hit different
districts of the state on
Thursday.Police sources
said that five persons
were killed and four others
were injured in separate
incidents in Ayodhya
district. "Similarly, a
woman and her nephew
were killed, and her son was
injured when the tin shed of
a school collapsed due to
rain and storm in the
Zaidpur area of Barabanki
district," they said.

New Delhi, April 18
(UNI) : Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday reopened the
episode involving the
alleged seizure of burnt
cash from the residence of
then Delhi High Court judge
Justice Yashwant Varma
about a month back and
demanded answers from
the Supreme Court-
appointed 3-judge panel
investigating charges of
corruption.

“The episode should be
thoroughly exposed.
Independence of judiciary
is not an impregnable
shield against
investigation, or an inquiry
by a judicial officer,”
Dhankhar said.

Addressing the 6th
batch of Rajya Sabha
trainees at the Vice
President's residence here,
Dhankhar said that a month
has passed since the Verma
case, but nothing has been
made public.

No FIR has been
registered in this case, while
citing the Constitution's
immunity for the President
and Governors, Dhankhar
said. “A disclosure should
be made now”, he said.

“I refer to recent events.
They are on our minds. An
incident took place at the
residence of a judge in New
Delhi on the night of March
14 and 15.

“For seven days, no one
knew about it. We have to
ask ourselves questions.
Information is needed
regarding the reason for the
delay in this regard. This
delay is not excusable,”
said the Vice President.

He said the entire nation
is shocked by the episode.
The people are worried and
disturbed at the shocking
revelation. It needs to be
investigated, he said.

“Now the nation is

Disclose facts in
judge in cash case:
VP, Dhankhar

waiting with bated breath.
The nation is restless
because one of our
institutions, which people
have always looked up to
with the highest respect
and reverence, has been
put in the dock,” said the
VP.

Emphasising the
importance of the rule of law,
Dhankhar said that in a
democratic nation, the
purity of its criminal justice
system defines its
direction. At this point, no
investigation is in progress
(in the episode) under the
law. Because a criminal
investigation should start
with an FIR.

He said it is the law of
the country that every
cognisable crime must be
reported to the police, and
failure to do so is a crime in
itself. “An FIR can be filed
against anyone in the
country. Just activate the
rule of law. No permission
is required,” he said.

“However, if an FIR
cannot be lodged directly
in the category of judge, it
should be approved by the
judiciary. But this is not
given in the Constitution.
The Constitution of India
has provided immunity
from prosecution only to
the President and
Governors. Every person is
thinking that if this incident
had happened at his house,
the speed of action would
have been that of a rocket.
Now here it is not even a
bullock cart,” said
Dhankhar.

The Vice President said
that a committee of three
judges is investigating the
matter, but investigation is
the area of the executive. “It
is not the area of the
judiciary. This committee is
not under the Constitution
of India. This committee of
three judges is not under

any law of
Parliament,” said
the VP, adding that
this committee can
make a
recommendation at
most. “Action
against judges can
be taken only by
Parliament,” he
added.

Nitish initiates
dialogue
with Women

Patna, April 8 (UNI) :
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, popular for his
steps towards women
empowerment, initiated
dialogue with women to
apprise them of the
government schemes and
the activities taken for the
welfare of the women folk
of the society.

While flagging the
women's dialogue
programme through video
conferencing here on
Friday, Kumar said that in
addition to apprise the
women about various
activities initiated for their
empowerment, their
problems and aspirations
would be identified at
grassroot level including
villages and tolas.

He said that the
priorities of the women folk
would be set after
identifying their aspirations
and problems.

He said that the
problems of women would
be solved at an accelerated
pace and the information
collected during women
dialogue would be used at
the time of framing of the
policies for them.

The Chief Minister said
that the women dialogue
vehicles would sensitise
the women folk living in
villages towards the
initiative taken up for their
welfare.

As it is the Chief
Minister during his Pragati
Yatra had directed the
authorities to visit spots for
taking first hand
information about the
problems and the progress
of the ongoing schemes
and the women dialogue
was a part of the programme
taken up to discuss the
problems of the women folk
in the presence of the
senior officers.

BJP launches
digital
campaign to
promote ‘One
Nation, One
Election’
initiative

Jaipur, April 8 (UNI) :
The ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has taken its
awareness campaign on the
‘One Nation, One Election’
initiative online, launching
the digital version to garner
support from netizens for
holding simultaneous polls
across the country.

The digital campaign
was inaugurated with the
release of a QR code by the
party’s state president,
Madan Rathore, and the
state convenor of the
campaign, Sunil Bhargava,
at a brief ceremony held at
the party’s state
headquarters here on
Friday.

Speaking on the
occasion, Rathore said,
“Greater people’s
participation and support
are key factors in the
success of such a public-
centric programme. The
party launched a nation-
wide mass awareness
campaign in favour of ‘One
Nation, One Election’.
Today, we are dedicating its
digital version to the
people.”

Campaign convenor
Sunil Bhargava added that
the digital version would
significantly boost the
popularity and success of
the awareness drive for the
“One Nation, One Election”
agenda.

Internet users,
particularly the youth, only
need to scan the QR code
to open the server (app) of
the programme and join the
campaign by extending
their support.

“It is a matter of
satisfaction that youths are
joining this campaign in
large numbers,” Bhargava
noted.

He further emphasized
that holding simultaneous
elections would be
beneficial socially,
economically, and
administratively, and could
herald an era of reformative
governance and policy
continuity.

Kolkata, April 8 (UNI) :
BJP leader and former RSS
Karyakarta Dilip Ghosh on
Friday tied the nuptial
knot with his party
colleague Rinku
Majumdar at a simple and
brief ceremony in his New
Town home here..

The ceremony saw
traditional rituals of
chanting of Vedic mantras
after the official
registration, where only
close relatives of the bride
and groom were invited.

BJP women's wing
leader Rinku Majumdar
wore a red Benarasi saree,
candidly acknowledging
that it was she who had
approached Ghosh with
the marriage proposal and
his mother consented to
the same.

No party leader or any
follower was invited to the
wedding ceremony.

Ghosh, now 60, wore
cream-coloured Punjabi

Former Bengal BJP Chief Dilip
Ghosh weds party colleague

and pyjamas, and said he took a day off from
political work for the marriage.

The former MP said he would resume party
activity from Saturday onwards. Ghosh said
since his mother relocated from Medinipur last
July and started living at his New Town home,
"Someone needed to look afterher as she is
aged. And this was communicated to Rinku
Majumdar before I consented to the marriage."

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee congratulated the couple and wished
them a happy married life.

Ghosh, as the state BJP President, had led
the party to its strongest showing in Bengal in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls when the saffron outfit
bagged18 seats out of a total 42.

Ghosh had been elected as a state legislator
in 2016 when he defeated popular Congress
leader Gyan Singh Sohanpal from the Kharagpur
Town constituency. He became in MP in 2019
from the Medinipur Lok Sabha seat, but lost the
general election from Bardhaman-Durgapur
constituency last year.

On Friday morning, current state BJP
President Sukanta Majumdar, on behalf of the
party, congratulated him and sent his best
wishes for his new life.Majumdar, a Union
minister and MP from Balurghat, also called on
Ghosh, along with a host of other party leaders
and followers at his residence.

Four nabbed, arms
recovered in Manipur

Imphal, April 18 (UNI) : Manipur Police and
security forces arrested four persons in two
separate incidents and seized a large numbers of
arms and ammunition in operations launched in
four districts in the last 24 hours.

Police said on Friday that two active cadres of
Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup (KYKL) were nabbed
from Wangjing Khabakhong along NH-102 under
Thoubal-PS, Thoubal District. Two hand grenades
were recovered from him.

Manipur Police arrested two persons in
connection with a viral video in which unknown
miscreants brandished sophisticated firearms at an
unidentified location under Churachandpur PS,
Churachandpur district .

In an operation at the Wabagai Buffalo Farm
area under Kakching-PS, Kakching district, by
police and security personnel, one .303 rifle with a
magazine, one bolt action single barrel gun with
sling, a 9 mm pistol with a maazine, and large number
of ammunitions were recovered.
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been formed to increase the
number of treatments under
this scheme, improve the
rates, include expensive
treatments like organ
transplants, as well as
include primary health care
in the scheme.

Abitkar ordered that the
report be submitted within
a month. It was decided to
develop a separate mobile
app for the public to
provide information about
the hospitals in the
scheme, bed availability
and register complaints.

Minister Abitkar also

said that every approved
hospital should organise
one health camp every
month and provide
cashless treatment to at
least five patients, and
public representatives
should be involved in such
camps and publicise it in
advance.

For implementation of
the scheme, committees
should be formed at the
district level under the
c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  t h e
Guardian Minister and
their meetings should
be organised immediately,
he added.

(Contd from page 1)

Minister Abitkar says
cashless treatment ...

Debris of the Jain temple that was demolished by BMC at Vile Parle East, in Mumbai on Friday.

Mumbai, April 18 (UNI)
: The Sharad Pawar-
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP-SP) today attacked
the Mahayuti-ruled
Maharashtra government
for making Hindi language
mandatory in Marathi
schools from Class 1,
terming it as a "direct
attack" on the linguistic,
cultural and educational
autonomy of the state.

Spokesperson and
Mumbai President youth
NCP-SP, Adv Amol Matele,
in a media statement, said
that, the central
government has recently
honored Marathi, the mother
tongue of Maharashtra, as an
"elite language". At such a
time, instead of formulating a
policy for the promotion of
Marathi, the state
government is
unnecessarily promoting
another language.
Expressing strong
opposition to this decision,
Adv. Matele has sent a clear
warning to the Minister of

NCP-Sharad Pawar group attacks
government over making Hindi
mandatory in Marathi schools

School Education through
an e-mail, demanding that
this decision should be
withdrawn immediately,
otherwise a unique
agitation will be launched.

The Maharashtra
government had earlier
decided to make Marathi
subject compulsory for
students in all branches till
Class 12. But till date it has
not been implemented
properly. The government
was expected to take action
in that direction. But on the
contrary, there is an attempt
to give Marathi a secondary
position by making Hindi
compulsory in Marathi
schools, he pointed out.

"Marathi is not just a
language, but the soul of
our culture, history and
social life. This language
has been carrying forward
the tradition of our values
??from generation to
generation. Its preservation
and promotion is the duty
of any responsible
government. But the

current state government is
seen running away from this
responsibility," he charged.

The NCP-SP demands
that the decision to make
Hindi compulsory in
Marathi schools should be
withdrawn immediately.
Marathi subject should be
made compulsory for all
students till Class 12. Policy
programmes should be
implemented in accordance
with the elite status of
Marathi language, he said.

Marathi libraries,
literary festivals, and
language movements
should be started in all
government and semi-
government schools. An
expert committee should be
established to maintain the
core of Marathi language in
the school curriculum.The
government should take a
proactive role in the use,
development, and
awareness of Marathi.
Otherwise, the Youth
Nationalist Congress will
launch a protest, he threatened.

Court rejects
bail plea of
man
accused
of forging
CM
signature

Mumbai, April 18
(UNI) : A local court
here rejected the bail
application filed by a
Sangli-based man,
Mohammed Ilyas
Yakub Momin, who
was arrested in October
2023 for allegedly
forging the signature of
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
who was then deputy
chief minister of
Maharashtra.

While rejecting the
plea a second time, the
Additional Chief
Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) of
Esplanade Court in his
order observed, “The
accused has been
arrested for a very
serious offence—
committing forgery of
the signature of the
deputy chief minister of
the Government of
Maharashtra.”

According to the
prosecution, the
accused had created a
fake e-mail ID of the
private secretary to
Fadnavis and had sent
transfer orders to six
engineers with
Maharashtra State
Electricity Distribution
Company Limited
(MSEDCL).

He was arrested the
cyber cell of the state
police.

The accused
completed his BE in
electronics and was
working as a private
contractor in his
hometown at Sangli’s
Miraj.

He used the wi-fi at
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus to
send the fake letters
from his mobile phone
and demanded money
from the MSEDCL
employees for their
transfers and postings,
the officials said.

Mumbai, April 18 ( UNI) : Bombay High
Court directed the Maharashtra director
general of police (DGP) to frame a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) for Investigating
Officers to give evidence through video
conferencing to ensure maintenance of
decorum in the court, a lawyer said here on
Friday.

A bench of Justices Revati Mohite-Dere
and Neela K Gokhale gave direction during
the hearing of a plea field by Bramhanand
Naikwadi, Senior Police Inspector, attached
with the Nerul Police station since July 2024,
challenging the January 22 letter of the Beed
trial court highlighting improper conduct of a
senior police officer attached to Nerul Police
station in Navi Mumbai while giving
evidence through virtual mode.

The bench upheld the letter of a trial
court and held that petitioner’s conduct was

HC asks Maha DGP to frame
SOP for IO to give evidence
through video conference

“sure to cause some obstruction in
the administration of justice and
affect the proceedings in the trial.”
Dismissing the plea, the bench said
there was “no infirmity or illegality”
in the trial court’s letter.The officer
claimed he could not depose
physically as he was stressed after
supervision duty for the Coldplay
concert in January this year.

Mumbai, April 18 ( UNI)
: Dr Mathew Samuel
Kalarickal, eminent
cardiologist, the ‘Father of
Angioplasty’ passed away
on Friday, after a brief
illness.He was 77.

Dr. Kalarickal performed
the country’s first
angioplasty in 1986, forever
changing the landscape of
cardiac care.

Born on January 6, 1948,
in Kerala, Dr. Kalarickal
graduated from Kottayam
Medical College before
specializing in cardiology in
Chennai. He trained in the
U.S. under Dr. Andreas
Gruentzig—the global
pioneer of angioplasty—
and returned to India in
1985 to introduce this life-

Dr Mathew Samuel passes away
saving technique.

In an interview, he
remarked: “The enormous
satisfaction I derive from
the achievement of
establishing angioplasty in
the country is beyond what
money can buy.”

I have been Dr Mathew
Samuels mentee since 1990,
that’s 35 years. He not only
taught us the art of
Interventional Cardiology
but more importantly,
ethics, etiquette, empathy
and a sense of service to
patients. For him patients
always came first, how so
ever compelling other
situations would have
been. It’s true that there can
never be another Dr Samuel
Mathew Kalarickal in our

lifetime! We will all miss his
presence, his smile and his
energy in the cath lab.” said
Dr. Ajit Menon Director
Cardiac Sciences at HN
Reliance Foundation
Hospital and Sr Consultant
at Lilavati Hospital

Dr. Kalarickal served as
President of the Asian-
Pacific Society of
Interventional Cardiology
(1995–1997) and received
numerous honors,
including the Padma Shri
(2000), the Dr. B.C. Roy
Award (1996), and a Doctor
of Science (Honoris Causa)
from Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R.
Medical University in 2003.

He continued his
contributions at leading
institutions such as Apollo

Hospitals, Chennai, Lilavati
Hospital, and Sir HN
Reliance Foundation
Hospital, Mumbai, where
his colleagues remember
him as a mentor, visionary,
and compassionate healer.

Dr. Kalarickal is
survived by his wife Bina,
and his cherished children
and grandchildren: Sam,
Merin, Anna, Tajar,
Mathew, George, Benjamin,
Neil, and Susan.

A memorial service will
be held at the Chetpet Mar
Thoma Syrian Christian
Church, Chennai, on
Saturday and the funeral
will be held at St. Peter’s
Mar Thoma Church,
Kottayam, Kerala, on
Monday at 3:00 pm.

Central Railway's
Pune Division
celebrates World
Heritage Day

(Standard Post Bureau)
Pune, April 18 : Pune

Division, Central Railway,
celebrated World Heritage
Day on Friday with multiple
activities aimed at
spreading awareness about
India’s rich rail heritage
among staff and the general
public.On this occasion,
the Mechanical (C&W)
Department organised a
heritage awareness rally
from the Station Manager’s
Office at Pune Railway
Station to the historic
narrow gauge steam
locomotive "Anuradha"
situated at the DRM Office,
Pune.The rally was flagged
off by the Station
Superintendent, Pune, in
the presence of officers and
staff including Divisional
Commercial Manager,
Assistant Commercial
Manager, ADEME
(DEMU), Station Manager,
CHI, CCI, SSE (EnHM),
cleaning staff, technicians, and
porters, said a media release.

Nashik, April 18 ( UNI) :
A tanker and a truck
collided, killing their
drivers, on the Samruddhi
Expressway near Maldon
Shivar in the wee hours of
Thursday.

According to Vavi
polices Milind Sarvade, the
traffic control officer of the
Samruddhi Highway,
received information about
the horrific accident that
took place after midnight in
Maldon Shivar on the
Samruddhi Highway. He
contacted the traffic
control rooms at Shirdi,
Sinnar, Gonde and Vavi

Truck, tanker driver killed
police stations and
informed them about the
incident. .The driver of the
cargo truck, which was
carrying beer bottles from
Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Nagar, stopped the truck on
the Maldon Shivar road to
change a punctured tire.
While they were removing
the punctured tyre, an
empty petrol tanker hit the
stationary truck. Both the
truck and the tanker driver
were killed.The deceased
were identified as Vijendra
Mani Tiwardi (42) and
Sohail Nawab Ali (46). Both
the bodies have been

admitted to Sinnar Rural
Hospital in an ambulance of
the Transport Branch in
Shirdi.The Vavi police
contacted the relatives of
both the drivers and the
owners using the
registration numbers of
both the vehicles.

The Vavi police has
informed the Nashik Excise
Department about the truck
loaded with beer and
further investigation is
being carried out by Sub-
Inspector Vijay Kothawale,
Constable Lagad under the
guidance of Assistant Police
Inspector Ganesh Shinde.

Pune, April 18 ( UNI) :
Controversial police officer
Ranjit Kasle from Beed
district of Maharashtra was
arrested from Pune here on
Friday. Kasle, who claimed
he had been offered a
contract to eliminate
Walmik Karad, has been
suspended.The Inspector

Police officer, who claimed about contract to
encounter Walmik Karad, arrested from Pune

General of Police of
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
has suspended Kasle from
the police service. The
suspension order was
issued on Friday.

Kasle had come into the
news by making a
statement about being
offered a contract to
encounter former NCP
corporator Walmik Karad,
the main accused in the
murder of Massajog
Sarpanch Santosh

Deshmukh.Kasle had also
said that he was offered Rs
10 lakh to tamper with EVMs
during the elections.

After making such
statements, he was
absconding from Beed
district.

He signed into a hotel
in the Swargate area of
? ? P u n e  l a s t  n i g h t .
F o l l o w i n g  a  t i p  o f f ,
Kasle was arrested this
morning from the hotel by
a police team.
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South Western Railway – A Journey
Through Time and Heritage

(Standard Post Bureau)
Every year on April 18th,

the world celebrates World
Heritage Day, also known
as the International Day for
Monuments and Sites. This
day is dedicated to raising
awareness about the
importance of cultural
heritage and the efforts
required to preserve it.
Among India’s many
cultural treasures, Indian
Railways stands out not
just as a lifeline of the
nation but as a living
heritage that continues to
echo the stories of India’s
industrial and colonial past.

Indian Railways, one of
the largest and oldest
railway networks in the
world, is more than just a
mode of transport. It is a
vibrant cultural institution,
representing over 170 years
of history. From the first
passenger train in 1853 to
today’s high-speed
innovations, Indian
Railways has played a
pivotal role in shaping
India’s economic, social,
and cultural landscape.

Its grand architecture,
vintage locomotives,
colonial-era stations, and
age-old practices continue
to attract historians,
enthusiasts, and travellers
from across the globe.

Among the many zones
of Indian Railways, the
South Western Railway
(SWR), headquartered in
Hubballi, Karnataka, has
taken significant strides in
preserving and showcasing
the glorious heritage of
Indian Railways.

As we celebrate World
Heritage Day, let’s not
forget that heritage isn’t
only in grand monuments
and ancient temples. It also
lives in stations, engines,
waiting rooms, whistles,
and journeys—all carefully
preserved and presented
by institutions like these.
The Rail Museums of
Hubballi, Mysuru, and
Malgudi offer a unique
chance to ride through
history, relive childhood,
and rediscover India’s
heartbeat.

Rail Museum Mysuru –
India’s First Regional Rail
Museum:

Established in 1979, the
Rail Museum in Mysuru
holds the distinction of
being the first regional rail
museum in India, and the
second in the country after
the National Rail Museum
in New Delhi. It stands
today not just as a
repository of artifacts, but

as a tribute to local
imagination and initiative,
as praised by renowned
transport museum advisor
Mr. M.G. Satow.

From vintage steam
locomotives, metre gauge
inspection cars, and the rare
Austin Rail Car, to the royal
saloon once used by the
rulers of the erstwhile
princely state of Mysore —
the museum showcases a
deeply personal chapter of
India’s rail history. Among
its gems is a 1932 steam-
powered fire engine, and a
coach cafeteria where
visitors can relax and
reflect.

In 2019–20, the museum
underwent a thoughtful
transformation that
combined modern
aesthetics, eco-conscious
design, and interactive
storytelling. Pathways now
connect each section of the
museum, guiding visitors
through the evolution of
Indian Railways in an
immersive and scenic
environment. The Signal
and Track Gallery, vintage
station setup, and the toy
train ride through tunnels
and greenery add a playful
and educational dimension
to the visit.

Visitors can sip coffee
amid antique teak and
rosewood furniture, explore
the library, or take in the
panoramic views of
Mysuru city from the view
tower. With its use of art,
multimedia, and
landscaping, the museum
offers a holistic experience
— not just of railways, but
of India’s legacy and
cultural richness.

The souvenir shop near

the entrance is a perfect
final stop, where guests can
take home memorabilia that
capture the charm and
nostalgia of the Mysuru
Rail Museum.

Rail Museum Hubballi
– A Tribute to the Region’s
Railway Legacy:

Inaugurated in 2020, the
Hubballi Rail Museum,
located beside the South
Western Railway
headquarters, celebrates
the rich heritage of the
railways in Karnataka and
the broader Deccan region.

Though modern in its
layout, the museum exudes
a deep sense of history and
nostalgia.

Its exhibits include
meticulously preserved
steam and diesel
locomotives, vintage
coaches, and mechanical
signaling instruments that
once played vital roles in
ensuring safe and efficient
railway operations. The
museum also houses an
array of tools, relics, and
operational equipment
used by railway workers,

capturing the essence of
life behind the scenes of
Indian Railways.

A miniature train ride
inside the museum offers a
fun, family-friendly
experience, while
interactive displays and
galleries provide both
historical context and
technological insight. The
outdoor display area with
landscaped paths and
preserved rolling stock is
visually striking, bringing a

touch of grandeur to the
preserved machinery of the past.

What sets the Hubballi
Rail Museum apart is its
effort to make railway
heritage accessible,
educational, and engaging.
It brings alive the stories of
the railwaymen, the
machines they operated,
and the culture they helped
shape in southern India. For
students, rail enthusiasts,
and the public at large, the
museum offers a gateway
into the past and a deeper
appreciation for the
evolving world of rail
transport.

Malgudi Museum,
Arasalu – Where Fiction
Meets Railway Heritage:

Perhaps the most
unique museum in South
Western Railway’s heritage
landscape is the Malgudi
Museum, located at the
quaint Arasalu Railway
Station near Shivamogga.
This station served as the
filming location for the
iconic Indian TV series
Malgudi Days, based on
R.K. Narayan’s fictional
town of Malgudi. In a
remarkable initiative, the
abandoned station was
transformed into a
charming literary and
railway museum, blending
nostalgia with heritage
preservation.

The museum captures
the spirit of Malgudi Days
through photographs,
props, and recreated scenes
from the beloved television
series. Old furniture, ticket
counters, and wall murals
evoke the small-town
railway charm that was
central to the show’s
storytelling.But beyond

the fiction lies history —
the museum also features
exhibits on rural railway
operations, showcasing the
essential role such stations
played in connecting
remote towns and villages.
Through this dual lens of
literature and heritage, the
Malgudi Museum offers a
unique cultural experience
that is both emotionally
resonant and historically
significant.

While museums
provide curated spaces to
celebrate railway heritage,
South Western Railway
(SWR) has taken a
remarkable step further by
preserving history where it
originally lived — the railway
stations themselves.

South Western Railway
is undertaking a focused
effort to revamp several of
its railway stations while
preserving their original
architectural charm and
heritage value. These
upgrades are not just about
improving facilities — they
are about respecting the
history these stations carry.

Century-old railway
stations along the KSR
Bengaluru –
Chikkaballapur – Kolar line
like Doddajala, Devanahalli,
Avatihalli, and Nandi Halt
are being renovated to
reflect their original
architectural charm and
cultural importance.

These stations, with
their vintage architecture
and colonial-era
construction, are silent
witnesses to a bygone era
of rail travel. Their
restoration is being carried
out in collaboration with
INTACH (Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage) — ensuring that
both the historical accuracy
and aesthetic essence of
each structure is preserved.

On this World Heritage
Day, South Western
Railway offers a powerful
message: Preserving our
heritage isn’t just about
conserving the past—it’s
about passing the legacy
forward, enriching our
cultural identity, and
building bridges between
generations. From
beautifully curated
museums in Mysuru,
Hubballi, and Arasalu, to
the thoughtful restoration
of working stations like
Devanahalli and Nandi
Halt, SWR’s initiatives are
shining examples of how
infrastructure and heritage
can co-exist — not in
conflict, but in harmony.

Srinagar, April 8 (UNI) :
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Friday said J&K
Police, Army and Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) are determined to
crush terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir.He said the terrorist
incidents have increased in
Jammu division, which is a
matter of concern.

Speaking at the passing
out parade (POP) at Police
Training School, Manigam,
in central Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district, Sinha
said in the last few years,
J&K Police Force, Army and
CAPFs have succeeded in
crushing terrorism in the
Kashmir Valley. However,
terrorist incidents have

Police, Army & CAPF determined to crush
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir: LG

increased in Jammu
division, which is a matter
of concern.“Our resolve is
to make both Jammu and
Kashmir divisions
terrorism-free,” the
Lieutenant Governor
said.He emphasised on
emerging technologies
reshaping policing and
directed J&K Police to
adapt to cutting-edge
technology and advanced
tools and deploy them to
enhance their operational
effectiveness.

“We need a future-
ready police force to
effectively combat
evolving terror and
organised crime threats. In
view of the rapid changes

taking place due to
technology, our approach
should be on data-centric
policing to effectively
tackle challenges, analyse
crime trends and predict the
crime patterns and make
necessary changes in the
investigation,” Sinha said.

Paying tributes to the
valour of J&K Police, the
Lieutenant Governor
exhorted the young recruits
to work with diligence and
high professionalism to
protect the motherland.

“The nation is grateful
to J&K Police for the
invaluable sacrifices they
have made. Citizens can live
peacefully and work freely
because they know that our

police force is standing firm
in protecting the lives and
combating terrorism and
crime.The exemplary
courage of J&K Police and
their supreme heroism
reassures the people that
UT is in safe hands. Today
J&K Police force is admired
across the country for its
professionalism, sustained
grit and determination,” he
said.Extending his best
wishes to the passing out
Trainees, Sinha said, the
skills, knowledge, and
values they have gained
during their training will
provide a solid foundation and
enhance their capabilities to
discharge their duty with
utmost sensitivity.

Youth, girl die, 1 injured in
road accident in Barabanki

Barabanki (UP), April 8 (UNI) : A youth and a girl were
killed and another person sustained injuries after being
crushed by a truck in Bahraich district here in Uttar Pradesh
on Friday, police sources said here.

Police sources said that Alok Kumar (28), a resident
of Bhogawa in Mainpuri, was to get married with Sandhya
(25), a resident of Ambedkar Nagar. "On Friday Alok was
going to Ambedkar Nagar via Purvanchal Expressway
with his fiancée Sandhya and her younger sister Kajal
from Kanpur on a motorcycle," they said.

Police sources said that as they reached near Nera
Kabulpur village n the Loni Katra area, Alok attempted to
overtake the truck but the motorcycle went out of control,
overturned and all the three people came under the truck.
"On receiving the information, the relief and rescue team
of the expressway rushed the three injured to the
community health centre Haidergarh where the doctor
declared Alok and Sandhya dead," they said.

Police sources said that Kajal, who sustained serious
injuries, was referred to the trauma centre in Lucknow.
"The police informed the family members about the
incident and sent the bodies for post-mortem," they said

India's IT hiring
industry to
generate up to 4.5
lakh new
jobs in 2025

The IT hiring sector in India is projected to grow

by 7-10 per cent in the first half of
2025, while generating around 4-4.5
lakh new jobs for the entire year,
industry experts said .

India’s IT sector ended the fourth
quarter of FY25 on a stable note by
reporting a revenue growth of 1-3 per
cent year-on-year, which indicates a
cycle of measured expansion and
changing global priorities.

"While this reflects that companies
are showcasing a more targeted
approach to global technology
investments, the demand for digital
transformation still continues to
thrive," said Sunil Nehra, CEO-IT
Staffing, FirstMeridian Business
Services.

Investments towards AI/ML, cloud
computing, data engineering and
automation, etc. have been steady,
which s ignals  a  long-term
confidence in  emerging
technologies. This steady demand
for  new age technologies  has
influenced hiring trends.

"Hiring in multiple regions of
India will experience a gradual
upward momentum," said Nehra,
adding that  the  sent iment  on
fresher hiring in FY26 remains
positive, which indicates strong
demand for entry-level roles.

Despi te  ongoing global
uncertainties, FY25 has marked a
recovery phase for major Indian IT
fi rms,  fol lowing the  his tor ic
headcount decline of FY24.

However,  h i r ing remained
measured in Q4 FY25, reflecting
cont inued caut ion in  c l ient
spending and pers is tent
macroeconomic headwinds.

According to Sachin Alug, CEO
of NLB Services, attrition rates
have stabilised across the industry
at an average of 13–15 per cent,
indicating a more balanced yet
evolving talent landscape.

“Several  f i rms have a lso
announced plans to onboard over
10,000 freshers in FY26 - signalling
long-term confidence despi te
short - term chal lenges ,”  he
mentioned.Key investments are
being directed towards AI and
Generative AI, supported by large-
scale upskilling across service
l ines .  Cloud modernisat ion,
cybersecurity, and data engineering
continue to be core capabilities,
wi th  a  s t rong push toward
consulting-led, outcome-driven
engagements."Roles such as AI/
ML Engineers, Data Scientists,
Cloud Archi tects ,  DevOps
Engineers ,  and ESG Analysts
remain in high demand, often
commanding 8-10 per  cent
premium in compensation," said Alug.
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Kathmandu, April 18
(UNI) : Forty-one people
have lost their lives and
257 others sustained
injuries in pre-monsoon
disasters in Nepal, the
National Disaster Risk
Reduction and
Management Authority
said on Friday.Properties
worth hundreds of

41 dead in pre-monsoon
disasters in Nepal

millions of rupees have
been destroyed in the
disasters."Lightning
strikes took most of the
lives and caused injuries,
followed by fire
incidents," Ram Bahadur
KC, spokesperson for the
authority, told Xinhua.

The authority issued a
statement urging the

public to remain alert and
take precautions.The pre-
monsoon season in Nepal
starts in March and runs
through May.As many as
747 people died in 8,915
disasters in the South
Asian country from mid-
April 2024 to mid-April
2025, according to the
authority.

Remains of more genocide
victims continue to be accorded
decent burial in Rwanda

Kigati, April 18 (UNI) : The remains of at least 117
victims of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi were
given a decent burial on Friday in a village in western
Rwanda as part of the ongoing commemoration of the
31st anniversary of the genocide.

The remains retrieved from mass graves in different
parts of Karongi District were reburied during a
commemorative event at Gatwaro stadium in the
Bwishyura sector.

Benjamin Byiringiro, the only survivor in a family
of eight children, recalled the cruelty with which the
Tutsi populations were killed in the area until the
Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA) soldiers arrived to stop
the genocide. Byiringiro, also a university lecturer, said
he managed to overcome despair.

Bosco Muhayimana, another survivor, decried the
fact that 31 years later, some families are yet to discover
where the remains of their loved ones were dumped,
which hinders reconciliation efforts.Gerald Muzungu,
mayor of the district, criticized those trivializing the
genocide against the Tutsi and appealed to deniers to
visit memorial sites to see evidence of how the
genocide was well planned and implemented.

About 1 million people, mostly of the Tutsi
community and moderate Hutus, were killed by Hutu
extremists within 100 days during the genocide in 1994.

Moscow int'l film festival kicks
off in Russian capital

Moscow, April 18 (UNI) : The 47th Moscow
International Film Festival (MIFF) opened Thursday
in the Russian capital, with a dedicated BRICS film
program featured among its lineup.

Running through April 24, the festival will
showcase 200 films from 50 countries and regions,
according to the organizing committee.

A BRICS film festival, held within the framework of
the MIFF, will highlight cinematic works from BRICS
member states, including China, Russia, India, Iran,
Egypt, and others. This year marks the 90th anniversary
of the MIFF, which was first held in Moscow in 1935
and became regular since 1959. The main prize of the
festival, Golden Saint George, is awarded for the best
film of the competition program.

‘Death toll from US airstrikes on
Yemeni oil port reaches 33’

Doha, April 18 (UNI) : The death toll from US
airstrikes on the Ras Isa oil port in Yemen's western
province of Al Hudaydah has reached 33, and 80 people
have been injured, the Houthi Health Ministry’s
directorate for Al Hudaydah said on Friday.

"According to preliminary data, the death toll as a
result of US aggression at the Ras Isa oil facility has
risen to 33, with 80 injured," the ministry was quoted
as saying by the Almasirah broadcaster.

Most of the dead and injured are port workers and
employees of port organisations, the report said.
According to Al Hudaydah authorities, the United
States carried out at least 14 strikes on the port.

On Thursday, the US Central Command
(CENTCOM) said that the US military destroyed
Houthi-controlled fuel port Ras Isa.

Iran condemns US actions in
Yemen : Foreign Minister

Tehran, April 18 (UNI) : Iran condemns the military
activities conducted by the United States in Yemen,
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said on Friday.

Araghchi is currently visiting Moscow, where he
met with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
earlier in the day.

"We also had a conversation on the topic of Yemen.
Those events that are taking place in Yemen that have
relation to the United States, we condemn these actions
of the Americans. We hope that the crimes against the
Yemeni people will be stopped," Araghchi told a joint
press conference.Since March 15, the US has
conducted over 900 airstrikes on northern and central
Yemeni regions, including the capital of Sanaa,
controlled by the rebel Ansar Allah movement, also
known as the Houthis. US President Donald Trump
ordered the military action against the Houthis after
they renewed attacks on Israel-linked ships in the Red
Sea in response to the blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Russian President Putin meets
Iranian FM Abbas Araghchi in
Kremlin, discusses US-Iran deal

Moscow/Tehran, April 18 (UNI) : Russian President
Vladimir Putin met with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi in the Kremlin, and discussed various issues
such as further cooperation and Moscow's help in
mediating Tehran’s nuclear deal with Washington.

Calling the talks between Putin and Araghchi on
Thursday as intense, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said "Yesterday, Russian President Vladimir
Putin had a long and rich conversation, and he was
very pleased with the conversation", according to
Sputnik.The Russian FM added that the talks between
Putin and Araghchi highlighted the unprecedented
dynamics of the political dialogue between Moscow
and Tehran.

Regarding the US-Iran nuclear deal, Moscow on
April 16 said that it is prepared to do “everything”
within its power to help diplomatically resolve the
standoff between the United States and Iran over
Tehran’s nuclear programme, as per the Moscow Times.

United Nations, April 18
(UNI) : The United Nations
views the second round of
negotiations between the
United States and Iran this
weekend as "a good sign,"
and hopes it will yield
positive results, a UN
spokesman said on
Thursday.

The second round of
U.S.-Iran indirect
negotiations will be held in
Rome on Saturday,
according to the Iranian
Foreign Ministry. The two
sides will discuss Tehran's
nuclear issues and
Washington's sanctions.

UN sees U.S.-Iran nuclear talks
as "good sign": Spokesman

"We very much hope
that the dialogue between
the United States and the
Islamic Republic of Iran
yields a positive outcome,
which we're seeing the
lowering of tensions in the
Gulf region, in the Middle
East, and between the two
countries," Stephane
Dujarric, spokesman for the
UN secretary-general, said
at a daily briefing.

"We understand that
there will be a second round
from what I've seen, I think
this weekend, which in itself
is a good sign," he said.
"We will obviously be

following it very closely."
In early March, U.S.

President Donald Trump
sent a letter to Iranian
leaders, proposing
negotiations on Iran's
nuclear program, while Iran
later agreed on indirect
talks.The first round of
U.S.-Iran indirect talks was
held in the Omani capital of
Muscat last week.

The White House said
in a statement that the
discussions were "very
positive and constructive."
Iranian Foreign Ministry
described their talks as
"constructive."

Dhaka/Islamabad, April
18 (UNI) : As Bangladesh
and Pakistan held their first
Foreign Office
Consultations in more than
15 years, Chief Advisor
Mohammed Yunus pledged
to strengthen Dhaka's ties
with Islamabad during his
meeting with Pakistan’s
Foreign Secretary Amna
Baloch.

Yunus said the two
countries should boost
trade ties and explore new
avenues for business, and
also emphasised on
promoting mutual
cooperation in other areas
between the two nations,
Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha reported.

During the courtesy call
by Amna Baloch, at the
State Guest House Jamuna
on Thursday evening, the

Mohd Yunus pledges to strengthen Dhaka-Islamabad ties
others present included
Senior Secretary on
Sustainable Development
Goals Affairs Lamiya
Morshed and Pakistan
High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Syed Ahmed
Maroof.Referring to the
historical wrongs
committed by Pakistan in
the pre-independence
years, the CA said "There
are certain hurdles. We
have to find ways to
overcome those and move
forward," adding that both
Dhaka and Islamabad must
find ways to "harness the
potential between the two
countries".

"We have a huge intra-
market potential on our
own rights, and we should
use it," Baloch said
according to BSS. "We
can't miss the bus every

time." The Pakistan Foreign
Secretary stated that there
is need for regular
b u s i n e s s - t o - b u s i n e s s
(B2B) interactions between
the private sectors of the
two countries and
exchanging visits at all
levels.Since the army
backed interim government
came to power in August
2024 after the ouster of PM
Sheikh Hasina and her
Awami League-led regime,
Bangladesh has become
increasingly closer to
Pakistan, with bilateral
relations between the two
improving significantly.

In contrast, Dhaka's ties
with India - its age-old ally
and benefactor - have
deteriorated, due to
Bangladesh's increasing
anti-India rhetoric,
harassment of Hindus and

other minorities, and the rise
of Islamic extremism.

Amna Baloch hoped
that the upcoming visit of
Pakistan Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar on April
27 would further boost
relations between the two
countries.

The CA said that he
preferred closer ties with
neighbouring countries,
including Pakistan, in the
framework of SAARC
(South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation).

He added that the
countries should partake in
more youth and cultural
exchange programs to
boost their people-to-
people ties.

"We kept missing each
other for a long time as our
relationship was frozen. We

have to overcome the
barriers," he said.

Recalling his meeting
with Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif in
New York on the sidelines
of the 79th UNGA in
September 2024 and in
Cairo on the sidelines of the
D-8 Summit in December
2024, CA Yunus said that
they were key in making
progress in bilateral
relations.

He added that
Bangladesh and Pakistan
will continue to work
together closely at various
levels, cooperating on both
bilateral and multilateral
levels alike, through
regional forums like
SAARC, or multilateral
forums like the OIC
(Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation), and D-8.

‘Sri Lanka turns down
land connectivity
project with India’

Colombo/New Delhi, April 18 (UNI) : Sri Lanka has
turned down India’s proposal for the construction of a
land connectivity project linking the two countries via
road and rail-bridge, stating that it was not yet ready for
land connectivity, a media report said.The proposal was
raised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his meeting
with Sri Lankan President Anura Kumar Dissanayake, when
the two met in Colombo earlier this month, the Daily Mirror
reported.The proposal which was mentioned by New Delhi
last year in December too during President Dissanayake's
visit was turned down, deeming it unfeasible. During their
latest meeting in April, the issue was not part of the
discussions, the daily said.Still, on one occasion during
the recent bilateral talks, Prime Minister Modi, referred to
the importance of land connectivity between the two
countries and the many advantages it could bring.

A land bridge connecting the two countries was
mooted first during the 2002/2004 government led by Ranil
Wickremesinghe as the then Prime Minister. The land
connectivity project was also mentioned in a joint
statement by PM Wickremesinghe’s visit to New Delhi as
the President in 2023.

When he flew out of Sri Lanka on board an Indian Air
Force helicopter after the visit, PM Modi observed Ram
Setu which connected Sri Lanka and India in ancient times.

The ancient land bridge, said to have been constructed
by Lord Ram’s army during their march to Lanka, is
celebrated in both India and Sri Lanka for its geological,
historical, and mythological significance.

Over 5k Afghan refugees
expelled from Pakistan

Kabul, April 18 (UNI) : Pakistan expelled over 5,000
Afghan refugees on Thursday, the local media Tolonews
reported on Friday.The refugees returned from Pakistan
via Torkham and Spin Boldak crossing points to
Afghanistan on Thursday, the report said, adding that
the returnees have received necessary assistance.

Reportedly, nearly 600,000 Afghan refugees, most of
whom are undocumented migrants, have been expelled
from Pakistan over the past two weeks.

Meanwhile, Afghan authorities are building shelters
at a cost of 800,000 U.S. dollars for recently returned
refugees in east Afghanistan's Paktia province.

The Afghan interim government has been repeatedly
calling upon Afghan refugees to end living abroad as
refugees and return home to contribute to the rebuilding
of their war-torn homeland.

11 killed, 9
injured in
armed attack at
cockfighting
venue in
Ecuador

Quito, April 18 (UNI) :
At least 11 people were
killed and nine others
injured in a mass shooting
Thursday night at a
cockfighting arena in
Ecuador's coastal province
of Manabi, local media
reported Friday.

The attack occurred
around 11:30 pm local time
in the town of Valencia in El
Carmen canton, when a
group of armed men
dressed in military uniforms
arrived in three vehicles
and opened fire on
attendees, according to
broadcaster Ecuavisa.
Survivors said the
assailants also stole about
20,000 US dollars in prize
money.Authorities believe
the massacre was linked to
organised crime groups.
Victims were transported to
nearby hospitals in the
province of Santo
Domingo, where most of
the deaths were confirmed.

Police have launched an
investigation and are offering
a reward for information about
those responsible.The
massacre is considered the
deadliest armed attack in
Manabi's history. The
province was placed under a
60-day state of emergency
on April 12 amid a surge in
violence tied to criminal
gangs.Ecuador has been
under a state of internal
armed conflict since
January 2024, declared by
President Daniel Noboa in
response to escalating
violence. The government
has designated 22 gangs as
terrorist organisations

Istanbul, April 18 (UNI)
: Istanbul Airport has
reached a "milestone" with
the launch of simultaneous
operations on three fully
independent runways,
significantly enhancing
aviation efficiency in the
region, according to
authorities.

The system, which
enables simultaneous
takeoffs and landings, was
put into operation at 10:00
a.m. local time (0700 GMT)
on Thursday. With this
system, Istanbul Airport
became the first in Europe
and the second in the world
after the United States to
operate with three runways,
the semi-official Anadolu

Istanbul Airport launches simultaneous
triple runway operations

Agency reported.Speaking
at the launch ceremony,
Transport and
Infrastructure Minister
Abdulkadir Uraloglu
highlighted the advanced
technology behind the new
system, which involves
"cutting-edge radar
systems, precision
navigation aids, and robust
air traffic control
protocols."The system also
includes automated
structures designed to
predict flight paths and
manage traffic flow, playing
a crucial role in preventing
runway incursions and
ensuring safe, efficient
operations, he added.

A commercial pilot, who

requested anonymity,
emphasized that the new
system is expected to help
reduce carbon emissions.
"This will improve
operational efficiency,
make aviation more
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
sustainable, and enhance
customer satisfaction," the
pilot told Xinhua.

As a major regional
aviation hub, Istanbul
Airport handled 517,284
flights and over 80 million
passengers in the past year,
the airport's press office
told Xinhua, adding it
served 110 airlines and
added 27 new routes in 2024,
bringing the total number of
destinations to 321.

Ahmadi man
lynched in
Karachi

Karachi, April 18 (UNI)
: A man belonging to the
Ahmadiya community was
lynched allegedly by
Tehreek-i-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP) supporters
who stormed into a
religious place to prevent
them from practicing their
faith in Karachi's Saddar
area on Friday.

The slain man closed
his shop and rushed to
the place of worship as
soon as he learned about
the incident, DIG Syed
Asad Raza told Dawn.

“We have decided to
lodge a murder case
against the TLP leaders
and workers. We are
waiting for relatives to
lodge the first information
report (FIR). If they do not
register the case, then the
FIR will be registered on
behalf of the state against
the TLP workers,” the DIG
said.

Due to rising incidents
of similar attacks in the
city, police were already
deployed at the site,
providing safety to the
Ahmadi community
members, when around
400 TLP workers gathered
outside the community
hall, he added.

DIG Raza said that the
lynching incident
happened at a market near
the community hall. The
man was taken to the
hospital where he
succumbed to injuries.

The police have
retrieved the CCTV
footage of the incident,
and further investigation
is on.

Mine blast kills 3
children, injures 3
in Afghanistan

Kabul, April 18 (UNI) :
Three children lost their
lives and three others
sustained injuries as a
landmine left over from
past wars went off in
northern Afghanistan's
Badakhshan province on
Friday, provincial police
spokesman Ehsanullah
Kamgar said.

The deadly incident
took place at 11:00 a.m.
local time in the Zebak
district, killing the three
children aged from nine to
14 on the spot and
injuring the other three
kids aged between 10 and

14. All the trio in critical
condition, the official
confirmed.

Without providing
more details, the official
said that an investigation
had been initiated into the
incident.The war-torn
Afghanistan reportedly is
one of the most landmine-
contaminated countries in
the world with dozens of
people, mostly children,
killed or maimed every
month due to the blasts of
explosive devices left over
from the past four
decades of war and civil
unrest.
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RCB slump to another home defeat
Bengaluru, April 18

(UNI) : Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s (RCB)
campaign took another hit
on Friday night as they
slumped to their third
successive home defeat,
this time at the hands of
Punjab Kings (PBKS), who
galloped to a five-wicket
win in a rain-curtailed 14-
over clash at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium.

Set a modest target of
96, Punjab completed the
chase with 11 balls to spare,
thanks to a composed
unbeaten 33 off 19 balls
from Nehal Wadhera and a
finishing six by Marcus
Stoinis that sealed the
game in 12.1 overs.

RCB’s total of 95/9,
rescued almost single-
handedly by Tim David’s
explosive 50 not out off 26
balls, was never going to be
enough — even on a sticky
surface. David’s late
fireworks, including three
sixes in the final over off
Harpreet Brar, gave the
home fans some hope after
a calamitous top-order
collapse had left them
floundering at 42 for 7.

Arshdeep Singh (2/23),
Marco Jansen (2/10), and
Brar (2/25) wreaked havoc
early on, dismantling RCB’s

batting with discipline and
variation. None of RCB’s
top six managed to cross
double figures, and were it
not for David’s
counterpunch, the total
might have been
embarrassing.

In response, PBKS
began briskly. Openers
Priyansh Arya (16) and
Prabhsimran Singh (13)
played positively, with the
latter lacing three crisp
boundaries off
Bhuvneshwar Kumar in one
over. But RCB hit back,
dismissing both openers in
quick succession — David
taking a sharp catch at mid-
off to remove Prabhsimran,
while Arya miscued a pull
off Josh Hazlewood.

Hazlewood (3-0-14-3)
bowled with heart and
precision, removing
Shreyas Iyer (7) and Josh
Inglis (14) in successive
overs to reduce Punjab to
53/4 and momentarily shift
momentum back in RCB’s
favour.

But Wadhera had other
ideas. Calm under pressure,
the young left-hander
paced his innings smartly.
He dismantled Suyash
Sharma’s third over with a
flurry of attacking strokes
— two sixes and two fours,
including a reverse sweep
and a flat pull that soared
into the stands — to swing
the pendulum back in
PBKS's favour.

Even the late dismissal

of Shashank Singh (1)
didn’t deter him. Wadhera
took on Bhuvneshwar
again in the 12th over,
clubbing a six over fine leg
and following it with a
cracking cover drive. That
left just two to win.

Stoinis didn’t wait
around. Yash Dayal’s first
delivery in the 13th over
was dispatched over deep
mid-wicket with brutal
authority, confirming
Punjab’s dominance and
extending RCB’s woes.

The result lifts PBKS up
the table with renewed
momentum, while RCB are
left to search for answers
— particularly around a
misfiring top order and
continued failures on home turf.

Thomas
equals course
record to lead
RBC Heritage

South Carolina, April 18
(UNI) : Justin Thomas
equalled the course record
to take a three-shot lead
after the opening round at
the RBC Heritage. Thomas
made 11 birdies in a 10-
under-par 61 at Harbour
Town Golf Links here, the
BBC reported on Friday.
The 31-year-old American,
who is seeking his first
victory since winning his
second major at the 2022 US
PGA Championship, leads
compatriots Russell Henley
and world number one
Scottie Scheffler.Former US
Open champion Wyndham
Clark is one shot further
back, while England's Matt
Fitzpatrick is among a
group on five under after an
opening 66.

Justin Rose is in a tie for
10th after hitting 67 in his
first round since losing to
Rory McIlroy in a play-off
at the Masters.

Thomas set the pace
with six birdies on the front
nine, before he recovered
from a bogey on the 10th
by hitting five birdies in six
holes on the back nine.

Verstappen very
relaxed about
Red Bull future

Riyadh, April 18 (UNI) : Max Verstappen says he is
"very relaxed" about his future despite Red Bull's difficult
start to the 2025 Formula 1 season.

Following his sixth place at the Bahrain Grand Prix last
weekend, Red Bull motorsport adviser Helmut Marko told
Sky Germany he has "great concern" about Verstappen
potentially leaving the team.

The Dutchman, who is aiming to win a record-equalling
fifth consecutive drivers' title this year, is third in the
championship, eight points behind leader Lando Norris of
McLaren, the BBC reported.

Round five takes place in Saudi Arabia this weekend,
with Sunday's race starting at 18:00 BST.

"A lot of people are talking about it except me," said
Verstappen on Thursday.

"Like I said before, I just want to focus on my car, work
with the people in the team - that's the only thing I'm
thinking about in Formula 1 at the moment," he said.

"I'm very relaxed," Verstappen said.
Verstappen has a contract with Red Bull until 2028. But

Marko told BBC Sport this month that it contains a
performance clause that could allow him to depart the team.

The 27-year-old has been linked with moves to
Mercedes and Aston Martin for 2026 when new
regulations are being introduced. He held talks with
Mercedes last year but their team boss Toto

Wolff said at the season-opener in Australia last month
that a pitch to sign Verstappen for next season is "not on
any radar".Asked in the drivers' news conference whether
he would like Verstappen as a team-mate at Aston Martin,
Fernando Alonso said: "Yes, but that's unlikely to happen,
very unlikely."Alonso's current team-mate is Lance Stroll,
the son of Aston Martin team owner Lawrence Stroll.

Verstappen moved to within one point of Norris in the
standings with a brilliant win at the Japanese Grand Prix
from pole position two weeks ago.

His weekend in Sakhir was a stark contrast to the highs
of Suzuka as he qualified in seventh and finished the race
three places lower than Briton Norris, who ended his day
on the podium in third.Verstappen continued: "I just go
race by race. I think [Saudi Arabia] will be better than
Bahrain. The rest is out of my hands.

"At the moment, we are not the quickest so it is tough
to fight for a championship, but it is a long road. Last year
here it all looked great and we know how the season ended
up."Red Bull were untouchable in Jeddah last year with
Verstappen first and then team-mate Sergio Perez second.
But while the Dutchman went on to seal his fourth title in
a row, Red Bull lost out to McLaren in the constructors'
championship, eventually dropping behind Ferrari and
finishing third.

"I enjoyed last year and the year before when we were
dominant," said Verstappen."Now it is enjoyable in a way
of the challenges that are out there and trying to improve
the situation I would say."I am happy, I am not very happy
with my car. But we all want to be better, there is no secret
in that. We all want to improve," Verstappen added.

SAI take
headstart in
Group G of
Swami
Vivekananda
U20 NFC

N a r a i n p u r
(Chhattisgarh), April 18
(UNI) : Sports Authority of
India (SAI) beat Assam 4-0
on the opening day of
Group G in the Swami
Vivekananda U20 Men's
National Football
Championship at the
Ramakrishna Mission
Ashrama Ground here on
Friday.

Rajkumar Lanchenba
Singh opened the scoring
for SAI with a sliding finish
from point-blank range in
the 36th minute. Oinam
Romio Singh doubled the
advantage in the 68th
minute after a melee in the
box following Bless
Vashum's corner.

Vashum turned scorer in
the 81st minute, finishing
off a cross from Vikram A to
make it three. Captain
Robert Thokchom wrapped
up the scoring in the 85th
minute with a good left-
footed finish into the
bottom corner.

In the other match,
Odisha and Goa played out
a goalless draw. As a result,
Sports Authority of India
are now at the top in Group
G with three points,
followed by Odisha and
Goa with one each, and
Assam with none. Only the
group winner will book their
place in the quarter-final.

There was no winner in
the evening kick-off at the
Ramakrishna Mission
Ashrama Ground. Odisha,
reduced to 10 after Nirmal
Oram's second yellow card,
held Goa to a 0-0 draw.

Both sides finished
second in their respective
groups in the 2024 edition
and are looking for their
maiden knockout phase
appearance.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Pune,  April 18 : Punit

Balan Group's 'Kolhapur
Tusker' team is ready for the
third season of the
Maharashtra Premier
League (MPL), which has
become popular in a short
time. In the player auction
held for this league, 'Punit
Balan Group' has given a
chance to new talented
faces along with the old
players of the team.

Maharashtra Cricket
Association' has started
the 'Maharashtra Premier
League' (MPL) on the lines
of the Indian Premier
League (IPL). This league,
which started in 2023,
includes six teams namely
Pune, Kolhapur, Ratnagiri,
Sambhajinagar, Nashik and
Solapur.

It also includes the team
of Pune-based young
entrepreneur and Puneet
Balan, chairman of Puneet
Balan Group, ‘Kolhapur
Tusker’.Meanwhile, the
player auction process for
the third season of the
league was held in Pune. In
it, the ‘Kolhapur Tusker’
team has retained 11 old
players and has also
included 18 new players in
its team by bidding for
them, said Balan in a press
statement on Friday.

The ‘Kolhapur Tusker’
team will now have 29
players and this has
become the super team in
MPL. The highest bid for

Punit Balan Group's Kolhapur Tusker
team ready for third season of MPL

this team’s player, Rajneesh
Gurbani, was 5 lakh 20
thousand. In it, the ‘Puneet
Balan Group’ paid the
highest bid and took this
player into the team.

Tuskar team:
Old players- Rahul

Tripathi (captain), Ankit
Bavane, Atharva Dakve,
Atman Pore, Siddharth
Mhatre, Shrikant Mundhe
(vice-captain), Shreyas
Chavan, Sachin Dhas, Nihal
Tusmad, Sumit Markali

New players- Rajneesh
Gurbani, Atharva Vanve,
Digvijay Jadhav, Anand
Thenge, Deepak Dangi,
Bhargav Pathak, Hardik
Kurangle, Vedant Patil,
Arya Shah, Vishant More,
Sumit Dhengre, Ayush
Ubhe, Rituraj Virkar,
Shubham Mane, Nilay
Newaskar, Rajveer Jagtap,
Dhanraj Shinde, Dilip
Malviya and Sunil Yadav.

"Our ‘Kolhapur Tuskar’
team performed well in both

the seasons of
‘Maharashtra Premier
League’ (MPL). We reached
the finals in last year’s
competition, but nature did
not support us.

Now the ‘Kolhapur
Tusker’ team is ready for
the third season. We have
given new opportunities to
talented and promising
players in our team. It is
expected that these players
will not only bring great
success to the Kolhapur
team, but also make the
country’s name shine by
joining the Indian team,"
said Balan.

"The ‘‘Maharashtra
Premier League’’ (MPL) will
be concluded with great
vigor this year as well. This
is an honest effort to
provide opportunities to
promising players from all
corners of the state.
Moreover, we will try to
connect more and more
viewers with this league.

Macao, April 18 (UNI) :
Olympic gold medalist and
China's star paddler Wang
Chuqin narrowly survived
a major upset by Germany's
Benedikt Duda on Friday to
secure his spot in the
semifinals of the ITTF
Men's and Women's World
Cup Macao 2025.

In an epic clash of left-
handed players, Wang
overcame Duda to win 4-3.
After trading the first six

Wang fends off fierce challenge from Duda at ITTF WC
games, Duda claimed match
point in the decider, but
Wang held his nerve and
reeled off three straight
points to seal a 12-10
victory.

"Starting from the third
game, I was at a clear
disadvantage. My
opponent's consistency
and shot quality during
rallies exceeded what I
expected. Even my high-
quality shots were blocked

and shut down by his
placement," said Wang
after the match."I had to
fight for every point, just
trying to hang in there."

Another clash featured
China's Lin Shidong
against Sweden's star Truls
Moregard. Lin swept the
Olympic singles silver
medalist 4-0 (11-7, 11-9, 20-
18, 11-6) to face teammate
Liang Jingkun in the
semifinals.Liang defeated

Slovenia's Darko Jorgic 4-2
earlier. In the women's
singles, China's Chen
Xingtong beat Bruna
Takahashi of Brazil 4-1,
while defending champion
Sun Yingsha of China
eased past Cheng I-Ching
of Chinese Taipei by the
same score.

The two will face off in
the semifinals on Saturday.
China's young talent Kuai
Man came from two games

down to win four straight
and defeat her teammate
Wang Manyu.The fourth
game was especially
thrilling, with the two
battling to a gripping 18-16
finish."It was my first time
facing Manyu in a major
international tournament,
and I was really happy to
have the chance to play
against her," Kuai said,
adding that she had a more
relaxed mindset.

New Delhi, April 18
(UNI) : Gurugram’s
Tapendra Ghai hung on to
his lead with a tenacious
even-par 70 on the final day
to end his long wait for a
second title at the Rs 1 crore
Calance Open 2025 played
at the Qutab Golf Course
here on Friday.

The 29-year-old Ghai
(64-67-62-70), the overnight
leader by four shots, who
won his only previous title
on the PGTI in 2018, signed
off for the week with a total
of 17-under 263 to prevail
by one shot. His steady
last round featured three
birdies and three bogeys.

Ghai’s win saw him pick
up the winning cheque
worth INR 15,00,000 that
lifted him from 53rd to 15th
position in the PGTI Order
of Merit.

Delhi-based Arjun
Prasad (67-68-67-62) shot
the lowest score of day
four, an eight-under 62, to
rise 10 places and finish as
the joint runner-up at 16-
under 264. Arjun picked up
a cheque worth INR
7,99,900 that pushed him up
from sixth to second
position in the PGTI Order
of Merit.

Prasad’s season
earnings now stand at INR
46,57,749. Arjun, who has
posted five top-10s so far
this season, trails the PGTI
Ranking leader Joshua
Berry of England by over
INR 7.5 lakh.

Honey Baisoya (64-68-
65-67) of Delhi returned a

Ghai ends long wait for second
title with tenacious 70
on final day of Calance Open

67 in round four to also end
the week as the joint
runner-up at 16-under 264.

Kshitij Naveed Kaul,
another Delhi-based
professional who set the
course record of 60 earlier
in the week, brought in a
card of 64 on Friday to
secure fourth place at 15-
under 265.

Dubai-based Yash
Majmudar fired a second
straight 63 to claim tied fifth
position at 14-under 266
along with Chandigarh’s
Yuvraj Sandhu (69) and
Ludhiana’s Pukhraj Singh
Gill (69).

Tapendra Ghai had a
slow start on Friday as he
bogeyed the second hole.
Ghai then bounced back
with birdies on the fourth
and seventh, sinking a 12-
footer on the former. A par-
save from 15 feet on the
ninth and a chip-in for
birdie on the 11th kept
Tapendra ahead of the
chasing pack led by Arjun
Prasad.

With the birdies drying
up for him and Tapendra
also conceding a bogey
on the 14th, he continued
to keep his  calm and
knocked in  another
crucial par putt from 15
feet on the 15th.

Ghai, also known as
‘Tapy’, dropped a bogey on
the closing 18th but still
managed to close out the
match with a one-shot
margin as his nearest rivals
Arjun Prasad and Honey
Baisoya couldn’t catch on

the last two holes.
Tapendra said, “It was

a day when birdies were not
easy to come by for me so
the par-saves kept me in the
game and kept my
momentum going. I sank a
couple of 15-footers for
pars that gave me the
confidence to finish well
and get the job done.

“Once on the back-nine,
I told myself if I can play
two-under for the day, it
would be good enough.
The chip-in for birdie on the
11th was a key moment in
the day for me.

“I had not been putting
well coming into this week
but I was extremely
consistent with the putter
through this tournament
and was feeling good about
my game. I just kept on
repeating the same routine
and tried to make sure I was
following the same pattern
from start to finish.

“It feels great to win
after six years. I would like
to thank my coach Ricky
Jaswal for all his support
and guidance.”

While Arjun Prasad
made a charge with a
bogey-free 62 in round four,
Honey Baisoya’s last round
featured an eagle, three
birdies and two bogeys.

Honey emerged as a
threat to the leader towards
the final stages after he
made an eagle on the 16th.
Baisoya missed his birdie
putt narrowly on the 18th
that could’ve taken him into
the playoff with Ghai.

Alcaraz beats
Djere to reach
Barcelona Open
quarters

Madrid, April 18 (UNI) :
Top seed Carlos Alcaraz
eased into the quarter-finals
of the Barcelona Open with
a straight-set win over
Laslo Djere.Spanish world
number two Alcaraz, who
triumphed at the Monte Carlo
Masters last week, won 6-2 6-
4 against Serbia's unseeded
Djere on ThursdayAlcaraz
won the first five games and
produced eight unanswered
winners in a dominant first
set. The four-time Grand
Slam winner suffered a blip
in the second, falling 4-2
behind, before securing the
final four games to triumph,
the BBC reported.

"After going 4-2 down
in the second, I played a bit
more like what my level is,"
said Alcaraz.

"I am very happy that I
could step up my level, and
seem more like my best and
I want to continue."

The 21-year-old will
play fifth seed Alex de
Minaur in the last eight on
Friday after the Australian
thrashed Britain's Jacob
Fearnley.

Unseeded Fearnley beat
Spain's Roberto Carballes
on Monday for his first
ATP Tour win on clay, but
was defeated 6-1 6-2 by De
Minaur.

Elsewhere, Russian
fourth seed Andrey Rublev
lost 7-5 6-4 to unseeded
Spaniard Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina.

Fokina will face
unseeded Russian Karen
Khachanov in the quarter-
finals after he defeated Spain's
Jaume Munar 7-5 6-4.

Athletic Bilbao
keeps Europa
League dream
alive with
Rangers win

Bilbao (Spain), April 18
(UNI) : Athletic Bilbao kept
alive its hopes of playing
the UEFA Europa League
final at its home San Mames
Stadium with a 2-0 (2-0
aggregate) win over
Rangers in the second leg
of their quarterfinal.

A penalty from Oihan
Sancet on the stroke of
halftime and a powerful
header from Nico Williams
led to a fully deserved win
by Athetic on Thursday.

Athletic was without
Inaki Williams, but
controlled nearly all of the
play in the first half, with
Sancet seeing a shot
blocked and firing over
when he looked set to
score, while powerful
forward Maroan Sannadi
was proving to be a handful
for the Rangers defense.

The striker was playing
in Spain's third tier just
three months ago, but had
arguably his best game
since making the step up,
and won the penalty when
he was caught from behind
in first-half injury time.

Winger Alex Berenguer
had missed a penalty last
week in Glasgow, but this
time Sancet stepped up and
made no mistake.

 Athletic continued to
control matters after the
break until Rangers took
a step forward midway
through the second half.
However, the visitor's
football was limited to
looking for high balls into
the box.
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Central Railway Observes World Heritage Day 2025
on the theme “Disaster and Conflict Resilient
Heritage Actions in Relation to Safeguarding Heritage”

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 18 :

Central Railway celebrated
World Heritage Day 2025
with great enthusiasm and
pride, coinciding with its
172 years of distinguished
service to the nation.
Observed annually on 18th
April, World Heritage Day
was instituted by the
International Council on
Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) to raise
awareness about the
importance of cultural
heritage and the need for its
preservation. The theme for
2025, as proposed by
ICOMOS, is “Disaster and
Conflict Resilient Heritage
Actions in Relation to
Safeguarding Heritage.”

To mark the occasion, a
special Heritage Exhibition
was organized at the
Heritage Alley, located
between Platforms 14 and
15 at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus (CSMT),
Mumbai. The exhibition
drew the attention of
passengers and history
enthusiasts, showcasing rare
artefacts and captivating
glimpses into the glorious
past of Indian Railways.

The UNESCO World
Heritage Site – Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
was beautifully illuminated
with multicolour lights. The
138-year-old architectural
marvel, designed by British
engineer Frederic William
Stevens, is a stunning
example of Indo-Gothic
architecture. Its
Construction began in 1878
and was completed in 1888
at a cost of  Rs 16,13,863.
The building blends
Victorian Gothic Revival
style with Mughal and
traditional Indian
architectural elements,
symbolizing India’s rich and
diverse heritage.

Today's program began
with paying homage to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
by garlanding his statue
located at CSMT Mumbai.

A ‘Heritage Walk’ was
conducted as part of the
celebrations, led by Shri
Prateek Goswami,
Additional General
Manager, and Shri Subodh
Kumar Sagar, Principal
Chief Mechanical Engineer,
along with Principal Heads
of Departments. The walk
highlighted the
architectural grandeur of
CSMT and celebrated the
rich legacy of Indian
Railways, people from
various walks of life,
members of Civil Defence,
Scouts & Guides,
sanitation workers, and a
large number of Railway

staff also actively
participated in the walk.

In addition, a Fire
Brigade Exhibition was held
at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus, by
Mumbai Fire Department,
aimed at creating awareness
about fire safety, especially
concerning the protection
of heritage structures and
artefacts.“Central Railway
has undertaken significant
efforts to conserve and
promote its heritage across
various locations:

• Byculla Station,
one of the oldest surviving
railway stations in India,
was part of the first historic
train journey from Bori
Bunder to Thane on 16th
April 1853. Now 172 years
old, the station has been
meticulously restored to its

original Gothic architectural
glory and continues to be
preserved with great care.

• The Neral–
Matheran Light Railway, a
118-year-old heritage line,
commenced operations in
1907. This scenic narrow-
gauge railway remains a
delightful experience for
adults, children and senior
citizens alike. It offers
passengers a unique
journey through lush
forests and hilly terrain,
preserving the charm of
vintage rail travel.

Central Railway remains
deeply committed to
preserving the timeless
legacy of Indian Railways
while embracing
modernization and
innovation for a
progressive future.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 18 : Loco

pilots are key members of
indian railway family. Many
steps have been taken to
improve their working
conditions. In last ten years
all running rooms have
been upgraded to air
conditioned and are well
furnished.Before 2014, not
a single running room was
air conditioned.

Further more than half
the loco cabs have been
upgraded with ergonomic
seats, air conditioning and
other improvements.Before
2014, not a single loco cab
was air conditioned.

Toilets are being fitted
in all new locos
manufactured. This was not
even part of the production
plan before 2014.

Older locomotives are
being retrofitted with
toilets. Design
modifications are being
done in older locomotives
for this purpose.

Many steps taken to improve
working conditions of loco pilots

New running rooms are
being added on the routes
with heavy congestion.
These steps have already
brought down the working
hours significantly.

New safety features like
fog safety devices, kavach,
driver alert systems and
better technology for
braking systems are further
improving safety.

Onboard facilities,
better technologies, and
better rest timings are
improving the working
conditions.

Railway takes care for
necessary requirements of

all type of loco pilots.
Goods Trains stop at many
stations and yards for
significant time.

Timing at these stations
is sufficient for using
toilets. Crew also use this
time for light snacks.

In Suburban Trains,
loco pilots work on  short
distance trains and crew of
these trains use toilets at
terminal stations. Crew of
passenger trains use toilet
of train when train is
standing at station and also
use this time for snacks. All
above steps are contin-
uously being implemented.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 18 :  On

April 18th, Western
Railway marked World
Heritage Day in a way that
was both meaningful and
memorable — by celebrating
the stories hidden in plain
sight. A heritage walk was
organised at the Churchgate
Headquarters, for female staff
members. The group was
guided through the rich
legacy of Western Railway
and its over a century-old
headquarters building.

A total of 32 women
participated in the walk,
being told stories, soaking
in the architecture, and
discovering how deeply the
history of the railways is
tied to the city of Mumbai.
This was more than just a
walk down corridors of an
office building — it was a
walk down memory lane.
Other divisions of Western
Railway also celebrated the
World Heritage Day by
organising various events
thus inculcating a sense of
pride and responsibility in
preserving our rich
heritage.The iconic
Western Railway HQ is a
piece of living history. It’s
construction started way
back in 1894 and finished
in 1899. The building was
designed by the well-
known Frederick William
Stevens, the same man
behind Victoria Terminus
(now CSMT), Municipal
Corporation Building and
several other iconic
buildings dotting south
Mumbai. It originally
housed the headquarters of
the Bombay, Baroda and
Central India Railway

WR Celebrates World Heritage
Day With a Walk Through History

(BB&CI) and still serves as
the beating heart of
Western Railway today.

Built at a cost of Rs. 7.5
lakhs, the building is a blend
of Venetian Gothic, Indo-
Saracenic, and Italian
styles. With blue basalt
stone, intricate domes, and
a central tower that rises
from square to octagonal to
dome, it’s sight to behold.

The interiors are equally
captivating, with marble
flooring, teak-panelled
ceilings and corridors that
stretch across three floors.

The building has lived
through it all — from a fire
during the 1905 royal visit,
to the addition of an
Annexe in 1926 and a new
floor during World War II.
Yet, even with all the
change, it’s held on to its
character. The building
recently completed 125 years
and various celebrations were
held to mark the occasion.

The Queen of the
Suburbs

While the WR HQ
impresses with grandeur,
Bandra Station charms with
its old-world vibe.

First opened in 1864,
Bandra station was built
with cheap materials and
temporary ticket windows
and station. It was 24 years
later, in 1888, that the
station building we know
and love today was
constructed. It is mix of
Victorian Gothic and
vernacular architecture.
Bandra Station is a Grade I
Heritage Structure, as
designated by the
Government of
Maharashtra, and one of
the few suburban stations

in the country with that
honour.

The station’s design is
both beautiful and clever —
honeycomb basalt
masonry, teakwood eaves,
and a façade that’s
perfectly symmetrical. But
it’s not just pretty.l, It’s
functional too. The wide
verandahs, high ceilings, and
deep overhangs are meant to
keep the station cool and
breezy, even during
Mumbai’s humid summers.

Perhaps the most
unique feature lies in its
platforms — steel columns
made from railway “I” track
sections, joined to create
elegant hexagonal shapes,
topped with ornate iron
brackets and coats of arms.
It’s part engineering, part
art, and probably unlike
anything else you’ll see on
a train platform.

Bandra Station has
stood quietly through the
century — a silent witness to
the city’s growing suburbs,
daily commutes, and
generations of memories.

More Than Just Stone
and Steel

Western Railway HQ
and Bandra stations aren’t
just buildings. They’re
stories in stone. They’ve
seen empires fade, wars
come and go, cities evolve,
and millions of people pass
through their halls and
platforms.

Western Railway’s
celebration of World
Heritage Day is a reminder
that heritage isn’t just about
preserving old walls — it’s
about celebrating the
people, the places, and the
purpose behind them.

CR, Solapur Division Achieves Remarkable Goods
Revenue of Rs 421.56 Crore in FY 2024-25

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 18 :   The

Solapur Division of Central
Railway has recorded an
impressive performance in
freight operations for the
financial year 2024-25,
achieving a substantial
goods revenue of Rs 421.56
crore. This outstanding
result reflects the Division’s
strategic initiatives,
infrastructural upgrades,
and effective customer
outreach.“

Key Performance
Overview:

“Total Revenue
Generated: ? 421.56 crore

“Total Rakes Loaded:

1,783
“Total Freight Volume:

5.34 million metric tons
Key Commodities

Handled: Cement, Clinker,
Sugar, Jaggery, DOC (De-
oiled Cake), POL
(Petroleum, Oil &
Lubricants), Molasses,
Fertilisers, Limestone, Food
Grains, Coal, Ash, Gypsum,
Bauxite and others.

Infrastructure &
Operational Spread: The
Solapur Division operates
with

“-Goods Sheds: Latur,
Solapur, Tajsultanpur,
Pandharpur, Arag, Bhigvan,
Kurduvadi, Usmanabad,

Bale, Wadi and Tilati.
“-Sidings: ACC Cement/

Wadi, Ultratech/Hotgi,
Chettinad/Tilati, Zuari/
Tilati, NTPC/Hotgi, and
IOCL locations at
Hirenanduru and Pakni

“-Gati Shakti Multi-
Modal Cargo Terminal:
BPCL GCT at Hirenanduru

Highlights of FY 2024-
25:

 POL traffic commenced
at IOCL Pakni (IOCL’s 1st
rake loading facility in
Maharashtra) on 28th
January 2025. 24 rakes were
loaded with a revenue
generation of Rs 3.01 crore.

“* Molasses traffic
successfully revived at
Pandharpur and Bale after
two years. 5 rakes loaded
Revenue Generated: Rs 2.70
crore

“* Jaggery traffic grew
to 11 rakes loaded with a
revenue generation of ?
5.16 crore

“* New Fertiliser
Loading Initiatives resulted

in first-ever loading from
Kurduvadi and Pandharpur
to Verna in Konkan Railway.
2 mini rakes were loaded
generating a revenue of ?
30 lakh.

“* First Combined
Commodity of Sugar-
Jaggery traffic was
successfully done with 2
rakes loaded from Latur
generating a revenue of ?
1.59 crore.

“* Coal Handling at
Bhigvan with coal
unloading under BDU
(Business Development
Unit) initiative in May 2024
where 4 rakes from Umred
Colliery Siding (Nagpur
Division) were unloaded.

“* New Freight
Destinations Added -
Clinker: PPCP (Penna
Cement), OCPC (Orient
Cement Ltd., Chittapur);
Sugar: Roorkee (Uttarakhand),
Salem (Tamil Nadu); Jaggery:
New Tinsukia and Lanka in
Assam

“* Short Lead Traffic

Captured (26 km) Clinker
traffic from ACC Wadi to
OCPC (Chittapur) where 4
rakes were successfully
loaded.“

This performance is the
result of continuous efforts
from former Assistant
Commercial Manager
(Goods) Shri Lakhanji Jha,
current Assistant
Commercial Manager
(Goods) Shri A K Yadav,
Chief Commercial Inspector
(Goods) Shri Deepak
Mishra, Commercial
Inspector (Goods) Shri
Nihal Singh and other
dedicated team members of
Solapur Division" said
Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager Shri
Yogesh Patil.“

The Solapur Division
continues to strive toward
operational excellence and
customer satisfaction in line
with Indian Railways’
vision of efficient,
sustainable and growth-
oriented freight services.

WR to run
superfast Teja
special trains
between
Mumbai Central
- Rajkot

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 18 :  For

the convenience of
passengers and with a view
to meet the travel demand
especially during the
summer season, Western
Railway has decided to run
Superfast Tejas Special Train
on Special Fare between
Mumbai Central - Rajkot.
According to a press release
issued by Chief Public
Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr Vineet
Abhishek, the details of the
special train is as under:

Train No. 09005/09006
Mumbai Central - Rajkot
Superfast Special [34 Trips]

Train No. 09005
Mumbai Central - Rajkot
Special will depart from
Mumbai Central  every
Monday, Wednesday &
Friday at 23.20 hrs and will
reach Rajkot at 11.45 hrs,
the next day. This train will
run from 21st April to 28th
May, 2025. Similarly, Train
No. 09006 Rajkot – Mumbai
Central Special will depart
from Rajkot  every Tuesday,
Thursday & Saturday  at
18.30 hrs and will arrive
Mumbai Central at 07.30
hrs, the next day. This train
will run from 22nd April to
29th May, 2025.Enroute this
train will halt at Borivali,
Vapi, Surat, Vadodara,
Anand, Ahmedabad,
Viramgam, Surendranagar, &
Wankaner station in both
directions. This train
comprises of First AC, AC 2-
Tier and AC 3-Tier Coaches.

The booking for Train
No. 09005 & 09006 will open
from 19.04.2025 at all PRS
Counters and on IRCTC
website. For detailed
information regarding timings
of halts and composition,
passengers may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 18 :  For the convenience

of passengers, Western Railway will
provide additional stoppage at Vyara station
to Train No. 09025/09026 Valsad – Danapur
Weekly Special and Train No. 09059/09060
Udhna – Khurda Road Weekly Special.
According to a press release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of Western Railway,
Shri Vineet Abhishek, the details are as under:-

1. Train No. 09025 Valsad – Danapur
Weekly Special has been provided with
additional halt at Vyara station w.e.f journey
commencing Ex Valsad on 21st April, 2025.
The train will arrive Vyara station at 10.08
hrs and depart at 10.10 hrs. Similarly, Train
No. 09026 Danapur – Valsad Weekly

WR to provide additional stoppage to two
pairs of special trains at Vyara Station

Special has been provided with additional
halt at Vyara station w.e.f journey
commencing Ex Danapur on 22nd April,
2025. The train will arrive Vyara station at
10.06 hrs and depart at 10.08 hrs.

3. Train No. 09059 Udhna – Khurda
Road Weekly Special has been provided
with additional halt at Vyara station w.e.f
journey commencing Ex Udhna on 23rd
April, 2025. The train will arrive Vyara
station at 12.50 hrs and depart at 12.52 hrs.
Similarly, Train No. 09060 Khurda Road –
Udhna Weekly Special has been provided
with additional halt at Vyara station w.e.f
journey commencing Ex Khurda Road on
25th April, 2025. The train will arrive Vyara
station at 11.48 hrs and depart at 11.50 hrs.
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