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IN BRIEF
Govt to
introduce
water taxi in
Mumbai
region shortly
: Nitesh Rane

Mumbai, April 16
(UNI) : The government
plans to introduce water
taxi services across the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) , said
state Ports Minister
Nitesh Rane.

Talking to media
persons on Wednesday,
he said a Detailed
Project Report (DPR)
has already been
prepared, with eight to
nine routes identified for
this innovative transport
system.

He further said these
vessels will not only
help decongest the
roads but also reduce
pollution in the region.

Existing wooden
boats will continue to
operate, giving
commuters the freedom
to choose their preferred
mode of water transport,
much like road-based
aggregator services.

''We have seen the
success of the Mumbai
Metro. On those lines,
we will be starting water
taxis in the MMR," he
added.

Six-year-old
boy sexually
assault near
Mumbai
railway track

Mumbai, April 16
(UNI) : A six-year-old
boy was allegedly
abducted and sexually
assaulted by a 22-year-
old man, police said here
on Wednesday.

According to police,
the victim was abducted
and was sexually
assaulted in the bushes
near BPT railway tracks
adjacent to Wadala
Railway Station in south
Central Mumbai
between 1:05 PM and
3:15 PM on April 15, and
on the same night an
offence was registered
under Sections 137(2),
115(2), and 351(3) of
BNS along with
Sections 4, 6, and 8 of
the POCSO Act.

The accused,
identified as Gulfraz Jiul
Alam (22), who worked
as a labourer alongside
the victim’s father, is a
resident of Katihar, in
Bihar, and was
immediately arrested
after the offence was
registered, police further
said.As per the
complaint, the accused
forcibly took the minor
without the consent of
the boy’s parents,
undressed him, and
sexually assaulted him.
When the child
screamed, the accused
slapped him multiple
times and threatened to
kill him if he told his
parents about the assault.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 16 : The

first commercial flight from
Mumbai to the newly
constructed Amravati
Airport successfully landed
on Wednesday.

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra

First flight from Mumbai to
Amravati takes off from Mumbai

Fadnavis, minister Grish
Mahajan, Chandershekhar
Bawankhule and others were
on board the historic flight
operated by Alliance Air
(Flight 9I633), which
received a grand water
cannon salute upon arrival.

In an X post, Fadnavis

mentioned, "Take off from
Mumbai for Amravati! A
historic day as the Amravati
Airport becomes
operational today! Regional
connectivity is now a reality,
unlocking new horizons of
growth, opportunity, and
transformation!"

Mumbai, April 16 (UNI) :
The government has
approved a hike in document
handling charges for the
sale or purchase of
properties in the state,
officials said here on
Wednesday.

Following this, citizens
will have to pay more when
registering an agreement --
from the earlier Rs 20 to now
Rs 40 per page of the
agreement.

For registering
documents, three types of
payments are required to be
paid – the stamp duty,
registration fee, and
document handling charges.

While the stamp duty
and registration fee go to
the state government, the
document handling charges
are recovered by the
software company that
handles the computerisation
of the entire process of

Govt increases
document handling
charges for sale,
purchase of property

registration.The state
revenue department, while
issuing the government
resolution (GR), has said that
the current charges of Rs 20
were fixed in 2001 when the
state government approved
a BOT (build, operate and
transfer) based project for
the registration of
documents. The charges
since 2001 have remained
unchanged, and now a
revision is necessary, given
the increasing costs of
software development, as
well as the costs for the data
centre and server
infrastructure for the web-
based system.

The hike is also
necessary due to the
support system developed
for the efficient working of
the registration system
along with the increased
costs of software, hardware,
network, and server, it said.

Implementation of various schemes
will change farmers' lives: CM

(Standard Post Bureau)
Amravati, April 16   :

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Wednesday
asserted that the
implementation of various
schemes will bring about a
change in the lives of
farmers in the state.

He was speaking at a
programme organised by the
Vidarbha Baliraja Project-
Affected Struggle
Organisation at Sant
Dnyaneshwar Cultural Hall
in Amravati on today.

Fadnavis said,the
project-affected farmers
were treated "unfairly" as
they received less
compensation for the land
acquired through direct
purchase for irrigation
projects in Vidarbha
between 2006 and 2013.

To remove this injustice,
the state government has
approved the distribution of
Rs. 831 crore 67 lakh ex-

gratia grant for 16,633
hectares of area at the rate
of Rs. 5 lakh per hectare for
the area acquired through
direct purchase during this
period and this amount will
be deposited directly into
the bank accounts of the
farmers.This has given great
relief to the project-affected
farmers and will continue to
bring about a change in the
lives of farmers through the
effective implementation of
various agricultural
schemes, he said.

The Chief Minister
distributed ex-gratia grant
cheques to the project-
affected farmers of Amravati
division in a representative
manner.

Chief Minister Fadnavis
further said that between
2006 and 2013, the then
government had given very
little compensation to the
farmers for the land acquired
through direct purchase for

irrigation projects in
Vidarbha. Whereas after
2013, four times the
compensation for the land
acquired was given to the
project victims.To remove
this huge difference, the
project victim farmers
staged many protests under
the leadership of the
President of Vidarbha
Baliraja Project Victims'
Struggle Organization,
Manoj Chavan. MLA Pratap
Adsad also followed up on
this continuously.The new
government established in
2014 sought legal advice in
this regard to provide justice
to the farmers who were
wronged. Efforts were made
in the meeting to find a way
out of this. Since the legal
channels were closed, the
important decision of
Sanugrah grant was taken
unanimously to provide
justice to the farmers who
were wronged.

Cong holds protest
against ED action in
National Herald case

New Delhi, April 16 (UNI) : The Congress on
Wednesday held a protest here against the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for filing chargesheets against Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and other Congress leaders in
connection with the alleged money laundering case related
to the National Herald.

Talking to reporters, party general secretary Sachin Pilot
said that there was no substance in the National Herald
case and called it "politically motivated".

He alleged that the Modi government does not have
any proof and merely attempting to tarnish the image of the
Opposition.

Moreover, Congress spokesperson Supriya Shrinate
labeled the entire matter a "conspiracy" orchestrated by
the BJP.

She claimed that the BJP, driven by fear, was engaging
in "vindictive and dirty politics," and asserted that the grand
old party would "challenge the BJP's propaganda in court."

Delhi Congress chief Devender Yadav said that the
Modi government cannot intimidate Rahul Gandhi or the
Congress party by filing "false chargesheets."

Nashik, April 16 (IANS)
: Shiv Sena UBT President
Uddhav Thackeray said on
Wednesday that he has
left the BJP and not
Hindutva, adding, “Even if
I die, I will not abandon
Hindutva.”

In his address at the
Nirdhar Shibir, Thackeray
slammed the BJP for its
Saugat-e-Modi initiative in
which gifts were
distributed to 32 lakh
Muslims from Bihar in the
run-up to the upcoming
Assembly elections and
asked the latter, “Where
did your Hindutva go at
that time?” “That is, BJP’s
policy of 'Batenge To
Katenge’ (will be
slaughtered if divided”) in
Maharashtra, but in Bihar
it is ‘Batenge To
Bachenge’ (if you
distribute sweets, you will
survive),” he claimed. He
further said that when he
was the Maharashtra chief

Even if I die, I will not abandon
Hindutva: Uddhav Thackeray

minister, he did not
discriminate, and because
of that, Muslims supported
him, and they (the BJP) got
scared.

“BJP is a party with a
fake narrative. In Bihar,
they went with Nitish
Kumar. In Andhra, they
went with Chandrababu.
That is why we have left
the BJP, not Hindutva,” he
claimed. Thackeray
strongly defended Shiv
Sena’s move to oppose the
Waqf Amendment Bill,
saying that it had nothing
to do with Hindus.

“The AIADMK from
Tamil Nadu opposed the
Waqf Amendment Bill. But
within two days, Amit
Shah went to Tamil Nadu
and formed an alliance with
them.

Because MK Stalin is
sitting in there with a firm
grip. The BJP people were
sitting with Chandrababu,
Nitish Kumar, and

Mehbooba Mufti. Their
Hindutva is rotten. We did
not go to Pakistan and cut
Nawaz Sharif's birthday
cake,” he said.

“Today, those who are
teaching us Hindutva have
come out. PM Modi says
that Congress should make
a Muslim president. State
Congress president
Harshvardhan Sapkal said
that the RSS should make a
leader from the Dalit
community as the
Sarsanghchalak. They
should do it. The RSS is
completing 100 years in the
coming year.

The Congress is
completing 125 years.
Make a list of the
Sarsanghchalaks and
Congress chiefs of the
Sangh so far. Find out who
was a Dalit and who was a
Muslim and put it in front
of the people," said
Thackeray while taking a
swipe at the BJP.

PM Modi, Finnish
President Stubb
discuss Ukraine
during phone call

New Delhi, April 16 (UNI) : Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today spoke with the President of Finland Alexander
Stubb, during which they discussed elevating the bilateral
ties and also exchanged views on Ukraine.

PM Modi said in a post on X:
“Had a fruitful conversation with President Alexander

Stubb. Finland is an important partner country in the EU.
We are committed to elevating our ties.

“Exchanged our perspectives on regional and global
issues, including the situation in Ukraine.”

The Finland President said in a post on X:
“Had a good phone conversation today with Prime

Minister of India @narendramodi.“We discussed, among
other things, bilateral relations, Russia’s war of aggression
against Ukraine, and the geopolitical shifts and their
implications for the multilateral system.“In these turbulent
times, the friendship between Finland and India is more
important than ever.”The discussion on Ukraine comes as
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and White House
envoy Steve Witkoff are traveling to Europe for talks about
ending the Ukraine conflict and laying the groundwork for
a nuclear deal with Iran.Rubio and Witkoff are slated to
meet with European counterparts in Paris to discuss the
Ukraine war, the State Department said in a statement.

JK Medical Council signs MoU
with Asia Pacific Division ....

The Jammu and Kashmir Medical Council (JKMC)
on Wednesday signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Asia Pacific Division and
the Department of Education, International Chair in
Bioethics (UNESCO Chair).

Team China dominates 2nd day
at ITTF World Cup

Eight out of nine Team China players secured
victories on the second-day group stage of the
International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) World
Cup Macao 2025. In men's singles matches, world No.
1 Lin Shidong of China swept Australia's Bae Hwan 4-
0 on Tuesday.

SP demands NSG security for
party president Akhilesh

Samajwadi Party (SP) on Wednesday demanded the
central government restore National Security Guard
(NSG) security for party president Akhilesh Yadav.In a
letter sent to the Union Home Minister, the party's state
spokesperson, Fakhrul Hasan Chaand, has said that
SP is the third largest party in the country,

US VP JD Vance, wife Usha
Vance, kids to visit India

US Vice President JD Vance, accompanied by
Second Lady Usha Vance and their three children, will
visit India early next week. He will meet with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Monday.The US Vice
President, who will also be accompanied by senior
members of the US administration, will be on an official
visit to India from April 21-24.The Vice President and
his delegation are also to visit Jaipur and Agra before
departing for Washington, on April 24.
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EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (TRANSPORT)
 WESTERN SUBURBS

E-Tender Notice

Tender Document No : 2025_MCGM_1171081_1

Name of Organization : Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation

Subject : Hiring of Operational staff to operate
Hearse vehicle provided to
Bhagwati Hospital in RN Ward.

Tender Fee : Rs. 3,600/- + 18% GST

Bid Security Deposit / EMD : Rs.11,000/-

Date of Issue and sale of tender : 17-04-2025 from 11:00 Hours

Last date & time for sale : 24-04-2025 upto 16:00 Hours
of tender & Receipt of Bid
Security Deposit

Submission of Packet : 24-04-2025 upto 16:00 Hours
A, B & Packet C (Online)

Opening of Packet  A & B : 25-04-2025 after 16:05 Hours

Opening of Packet C : Will inform later

Address for  communication Office of the  Executive Engineer (Tr) W.S.,
Opp. Milan Mall, Milan Subway Road.
Off S.V.Road, Santacruz (West),
 Mumbai  - 400054.

Venue for opening  of bid : Office of the Ex. Engineer (Tr.) W.S.

This tender document is not transferable.

If any Addendum and / or Corrigendum are issued for the subject e-tender,
the details of the same will be published / uploaded on the e-procurement system
of Government of Maharashtra (Mahatenders)(https://mahatenders.gov.in). under
Tenders > e-Tenders > Tenders. Prospective Bidders are requested to take the
note of the same.

The BMC reserves the rights to accept any of the application or reject any or
all the application received for above subject without assigning any reason thereof.

PRO/143/ADV/2025-26
Sd/-

Ex. Eng. (Tr.) W. S. I/C

BRIHANMUMBAI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Let’s together and make
Mumbai Malaria free.

IRCTC to Operate Uttar Bharat
Devbhoomi Yatra with Guru Kripa
(Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, April 16 : Now
on Saturday 3rd  May 2025
IRCTC To Operate
“UTTAR BHARAT
DEVBHOOMI YATRA
WITH GURU KRIPA” By
Bharat Gaurav  Tourist
Train “This tour package is
one of the prominent
spiritual tour packages
operated by Indian
Railways on Bharat Gaurav
Tourist Train. The religious
sojourn of 09 Nights and 10
Days covering a total of
Approx 5000 kms will take
tourists to once in a life time
journey on the Yatra which
covers the important
religious and historical
places connected to the life
of.  IRCTC welcomes
historical cum religious
Yatra to avail  on its
exclusive and state of
composite AC/Non AC
Tourist Train. The beautiful
LHB train has a host of
amazing features including
a modern kitchen, in
coaches.

 The train has enhanced
security features of CCTV
cameras and Security
Guards for each coach.
IRCTC is launching this
special tourist train
package in line with the
Government of India’s
initiative of “Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat” and
“Dekho Apna Desh” and to

promote domestic tourism
in the country.

. The much sought-after
train tour “UTTAR
BHARAT DEVBHOOMI
WITH GURU KRIPA

Is ready to depart on
Saturday 3rd may
2025(THU) from PUNE
Railway Station on a 09
nights/10 day’s itinerary.

Indian Railway has
taken initiative to run
Bharat Gaurav Tourist
Trains to promote the
“Dekho Apna Desh” and
“Ek Bharat Shrestha
Bharat” vision of Govt of
India.

IRCTC’s special tour
offering “UTTAR
BHARAT DEVBHOOMI
YATRA WITH GURU
KRIPA.”

• will cover
HARIDWAR,  RISHIKESH,
A M R I S A R ,
VAISHNODEVI ,KATRA,
MATHURA, VRINDAVAN

& AGRA and Back to PUNE.
• Destination and Visit

Covered :
# HARIDWAR :

HRISHIKESH,HAR KI
PAURI, GANGA AARTI

# AMRITSAR: SWARN
MANDIR, WAGHA
BORDER

# KATRA  : MATA
VAISHNODEVI DARSHA

#MATHURA    :
K R I S H N A
JANMBHUMI,VRINDAVAN

# AGRA  : TAZ
MAHAL

• State of the
Tourist Train with
ECONOMY SLEEPER,
COMFORT 3AC &
COMFORT 2AC classes
will accommodate total 750
Tourists.

 • Tourists can also
board/deboard at PUNE –
LONAWALA – KARJAT-
KALYAN- VASAI ROAD –
VAPI –
BHESTHAN(SURAT) –

VADODARA Railway
Station on this Tourist
Train.

IRCTC has attractively
priced the all inclusive
packages as

ECONOMY CLASS
(SL)    : 18230/-

COMFORT CLASS
(3AC)  : 33880/-

COMFORT CLASS
(2AC)  : 41530/-

The tour package is all
inclusive of comfortable
train journey in  AC/NON
AC classes,  nights stay in
AC/Non AC budget hotels
on double/triple/quad
share, All meals (onboard
and offboard): Morning
tea, breakfast, lunch, tea/
coffee and dinner (Veg
meals only) all transfers and
sight-seeing in AC/Non AC
Vehicles, Travel Insurance
and services of IRCTC Tour
Managers etc.

IRCTC is also taking all
necessary health
precautions measures by
providing safe and healthy
travel to the tourists during
the tour.

For more details one
can visit IRCTC website:
h t t p s : / /
www.irctctourism.com and
booking is available online,
on first come first serve
basis on the web portal. For
more information, one can
contact on Mobile no.
8287931886

Mob pelts stones at police in
Nashik during dargah
demolition; Sanjay Raut says
deliberate ploy by BJP

Nashik, April 16 (UNI) : A mob pelted stones at Nashik
police on Wednesday, injuring some policemen, during
the demolition of an unauthorised dargah in the city. The
police had to use force to bring the situation under control.
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay Raut strongly criticised the
BJP over the demolition.

The Nashik Municipal Corporation (NMC) personnel
removed the unauthorised Satpeer Baba Dargah in Kathe
Galli area of the city, following an order of the Bombay
High Court, the police said.The demolition drive comes as
the Shiv Sena (Thackeray group) is holding a day-long
Nirdhar camp in Nashik today.

MP Sanjay Raut reacting to the police action, said that
“there is an attempt to create obstacles in the holding of
the camp. The intention is to scare us. Why did they
choose today for the action on the dargah? All these are
tactics to distract attention.”

He further said, “An attempt is being made to spoil the
atmosphere in the city by driving a bulldozer on the dargah.
If you have the courage, come forward and fight. We are
ready.”Raut raised the issue that a 15-day notice had
already been given to the dargah authorities, but why was
the action taken on the day of the Shiv Sena (UBT) camp?
“The BJP always sets the right time, decides in advance
when to create riots,” he alleged.

Meanwhile, Tuesday's meeting between Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and MNS president Raj Thackeray
has become a topic of discussion.On this, Raut said, “They
must have met to eat Amaras Puri. Let’s see if an alliance is
formed. Currently, Amit Shah is running three parties.”

Kolkata, April 16 (UNI) :
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday urged INDI
Alliance constituents to
unitedly oppose the Waqf
Amendment Act passed by
the Centre's BJP-led
dispensation, alleging the
legislation "undermines" the
country's federal structure.
“They have snatched away
the fundamental rights.
This law is anti-federal.
Through you, I will appeal
to the INDI Alliance, let us
be united and let us fight
together boldly. This is not
an individual matter; it will
affect each and everybody.
Today, they are targeting
one group. Tomorrow, they
will target another. They are
talking about the Uniform
Civil Code after this…,”
said Banerjee, who is also
the Trinamool Congress
supremo.The Chief
Minister who was speaking
at a conference of the
Imams, Muazzims and
intellectuals at the Netaji
Indoor Stadium here,

New Waqf law against
federal structure, INDI
should oppose: Mamata

accused the BJP of
"destroying" the basic
fabric of India's federal
structure.“Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar drafted this
Constitution for the entire
nation. The BJP must
understand that it belongs to
India, not to any one party. You
may be forcibly taking away
my rights, but this cannot go
on forever,” she said.

The CM said according
to Article 26 of Indian
constitution every religious
institution has the right to
manage its own affairs in
matters of religion and the
state has no right to
interfere in these matters
unless it is affecting the
public order, morality and
health of the citizens.

“Now they are trying to
snatch the legitimate rights
of the Muslims. If I don’t
have the right to acquire
any other property then
you also have no right to
claim ownership over others
or religious property but they
are trying to snatch it
forcibly,” Banerjee said.

New Delhi, April 16 (UNI) : US Vice President JD Vance,
accompanied by Second Lady Usha Vance and their three
children, will visit India early next week. He will meet with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday.

The US Vice President, who will also be accompanied
by senior members of the US administration, will be on an
official visit to India from April 21-24.

The Vice President and his delegation are also to visit
Jaipur and Agra before departing for Washington, on April
24.“The visit will provide an opportunity for both sides to
review the progress in bilateral relations and the
implementation of the outcomes of the India-US Joint
Statement issued on February 13, during the visit of Prime

US VP JD Vance, wife Usha Vance, kids to visit India
Minister Modi to the US. The two sides will also exchange
views on regional and global developments of mutual
interest," an India readout said.

PM Modi had met with the US VP Vance and Usha
Vance and their three children, Ewan, Vivek, and Mirabel,
during his visit to Washington in February, and had
presented gifts to the children.

The US VP “will discuss shared economic and
geopolitical priorities with leaders in each country”, the
VP’s office said.

The visit comes amid trade discussions between the
US and India, with the two sides trying to stitch up a
Bilateral Free Trade Agreement.

Birla highlights
industry and
commerce as
key pillars in
India's 2047
devt. vision

New Delhi, April 16
(UNI) : Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Wednesday
emphasised that the pillars
of industry and commerce
occupy a pivotal place in
the Indian leadership’s
resolute commitment to
transforming India into a
fully developed nation by
2047.To realise this national
aspiration, Birla called upon
all stakeholders to embrace
a model of development
that is not only sustainable
and enduring, but also
inclusive, anchored firmly
in the spirit of research,
innovation, and forward-
thinking enterprise, Lok
Sabha Secretariat said.

Speaking at an event to
mark the 120th anniversary
of the PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry here,
Birla observed that
'development-oriented
policies' of the Government are
providing new energy to our
industries today, adding that
present era in India is an era of
economic empowerment
and innovation.

Outlining the roadmap
for ‘Vikshit Bharat 2047’,
Birla said that the nation's
trade policy today is deeply
rooted in the grand vision
of a self-reliant India and
reflects India's growing
stature on the global stage.
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SHRI HARILAL BHAGWATI MUN. GEN. HOSPITAL, BORIVALI (W), MUMBAI - 400103

No.HO/4406/  BH Date 16-04-2025

E - TENDER NOTICE
Chief Medical Officer, Shri Harilal Bhagwati Mun. Gen. Hospital, Borivali (W), Mumbai - 400103. Invites

Three Stage Bid E-Tender for following work.

Details regarding - E Tender notice will be available on website https://mahatenders.gov.in.

The Details of the e-Tender is as follows:

Sr. Description E-Tender Tender EMD State Date End Date
No. No. Fee Rs. and Time of and Time of

Online Bid Online Bid
Downloading Submission

01 Supply of Compostable 2025_MCGM_ Rs 3630/- EMD 17-04-2025 24-04-2025
Garbage bags use for 1170663_1 + 18 % Rs. till 11.00 at 15.00
various departments of GST 40,000/- Hours Hours
Shri Harilal Bhagwati
Mun. Gen. Hospital,
Borivali (W).

 Note:-Last date payment of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) online is on before due date and time prescribed.

 - Corrigendum if any will be published on BMC & Mahatender website only.

The Municipal Commissioner reserves the right to reject all or any of the E-Tender without assigning any
reason at any stage.

PRO/134/ADV/2025-26

Avoid self medication.

Sd/-
Chief Medical Officer

Shri Harilal Bhagwati Mun.Gen. Hospital .,
Borivali (W), Mumbai - 400103.

Leader of the Opposition in Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation with counselors and
residents stages a protest over drinking water supply and other issues, in Ahmedabad.

Shiv Sena (UBT)
holds Nirdhar
camp in Nashik

Nashik, April 16 (UNI) :
The daylong Shiv Sena
(UBT)'s Nirdhar camp was
held in city on Wednesday,
in which all senior party
leaders, including party
chief Uddhav Thackeray,
were present.

The highlight of this
camp was the scathing
speech of Shiv Sena
founder Bal Thackeray
presented using Artificial
Intelligence technology.

Govt to establish
Rs 191 Cr
‘CIIIT’ in Beed

Mumbai, April 16 (UNI)
: Deputy Chief Minister and
Guardian Minister of Beed,
Ajit Pawar, announced on
Wednesday establishment
of a ‘Centre for Invention,
Innovation, Incubation and
Training’ (CIIIT) to provide
employment and self-
employment opportunities
to students and youth of
Beed district through
industrial training, technical
skill development and to
make them industrially
competent.Within just two
weeks, Tata Technology
has decided to establish a
new ‘CIIIT’ in Beed district
at a cost of Rs 191 crore.

The company has sent
a letter to Deputy CM
Pawar to this effect.

It is believed that 7,000
youths will be trained every
year at this centre, which
will help create an
i n d u s t r i a l - f r i e n d l y
environment in Beed district.

DCM Shinde
arrives at his
native village

Satara, April 16 (UNI) :
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde arrived at his
native Daregaon village in
the district late on
Wednesday evening,
where he will stay for three
days.

With arrival of Shinde at
Daregaon, it gave rise to
political discussions once
again as he arrived
suddenly for a brief three-
day stay after taking time
out from his busy schedule.

However, according to
information, Shinde has
arrived with his wife on a
private visit to participate
in a family function and will
perform a 'puja' of village
deity on Apr 18.

Pune April 16 (UNI) :
Pune-based social activist
Balasaheb Agawane
demanded here on
Wednesday that the
benefit of Assured Progress
Scheme should be given to
non-teaching employees of
aided schools and colleges
in the state.

All government
employees in the state of
Maharashtra have been
given the benefit of the
Assured Progress Scheme.
But the state government is
reluctant to give the benefit
of the scheme to non-
teaching employees of
schools and colleges in the
state.

He also said that the
employees of Class D in the
fourth-grade cadres of

‘Govt should resolve issues
of non-teaching employees’

schools and colleges are
being given a washing
allowance of Rs. 250 as per
the circular. Similarly, the
employees of schools and
colleges should also be
given a washing allowance
of Rs. 250. Also, the
encashing of earned leave
at the time of retirement
should be given as per the
Seventh Pay Commission;
Instead, the earned leave
encashment is being
allowed as per the sixth
salary. The state
government should also
improve this, he said.

He said representations
have been given to the
Higher Education Minister
Chandrakant Dada Patil, by
the organisation many
times.But the Education

Minister, Higher Education
Department does not pay
serious attention to the
issues of these employees.
Therefore, the state Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, Deputy Chief
Ministers Ajit Pawar and
Eknath Shinde should
immediately pay attention
to the issues of non-
teaching employees, give
justice and remove their
dissatisfaction.Now the
state government should
take immediate steps to
resolve these issues and
issue orders to the Director
of the Education Department
and the Finance Department
regardin g  r e v i s e d
salaries and resolve the
issues of non-teaching
employees, said Agawane.

Nagpur, April 16 (UNI) : Accusing the
Cenre's Narendra Modi government of
acting against Congress leaders "boldly
standing up" to the BJP regime,
Congress' Maharashtra in-charge
Ramesh Chennithala on Wednesday
termed as "politically motivated" the
ED’s chargesheet against Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi in te National Herald
case.

Claiming that top Congress leaders
were being "harassed unnecessarily", he
said this wasn't the first time the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
interrogated them.

The Congress is not "afraid" of
actions by the ED or CBI, he said. "Every
Congress worker will stand united and
protest against this action," said
Chennithala.

In an effort to maintain social
harmony and peace in Nagpur, the
Congress organised a Sadbhavna Shanti

ED action against Sonia, Rahul
politically motivated: Chennithala

padayatra during the day.
Speaking on the occasion,

Chennithala said that the Congress has
launched this Sadbhavna Yatra to stop
the discrimination being carried out in
the name of caste and religion, and such
yatras should be held across the state.

He alleged the BJP was "creating
divisions" based on caste and religion."
While people of all castes and religions
live peacefully in Nagpur, who is
responsible for the recent violence in the
city?

The Chief Minister and Home
Minister are from Nagpur — how is it
that they did they not get information
about the incident? Did the intelligence
department inform them or not?" he
asked.

He demanded the Maharashtra
government and Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis conduct an impartial
inquiry and punish the guilty.

Mumbai, April 16 (UNI)
: The Nagpur Municipal
Corporation (NMC)
commissioner offered an
"unconditional apology"
to the Bombay High Court
on his lack of knowledge in
connection with order of the
Supreme Court regarding
demolition of alleged illegal
portions of the houses of
the accused in recent
communal violence case.

Kamlesh Chavan,
executive engineer (Slums),
NMC, on Tuesday filed the
affidavit before a division
bench, led by Justice Nitin
Sambre, stating that it was
unaware of the Supreme
Court's ruling as neither the
Maharashtra government
nor the Nagpur civic body
has issued the mandatory
guidelines as directed by
the Supreme Court.

Nagpur civic commissioner tenders
"unconditional apology" to HC

The affidavit was filed
in response to a petition
filed by Zahirunnisa
Shamim Khan, mother of
prime accused Fahim Khan
in the recent communal
violence.Khan has
challenged the demolition
of her house, stating that
the same was a violation of
apex court guideline.

"At the outset, I am
tendering an unconditional
apology to this Court to
have made this Court to
observe that the authorities
have acted against the
petitioner's unauthorised
construction in
contravention to the
judgment of the Supreme
Court," the affidavit stated.

The affidavit further
stated that neither NMC
nor its officers would ever
intentionally disobey the

orders of the HC or the
Supreme Court or even the
lower courts.

The civic body claimed
to be "unaware" of the
directions of the Supreme
Court issued on November
13, 2014, wherein a bench,
headed by Justice Bhushan
Gavai, had held that the
executive cannot demolish
the houses / properties of
persons only on the ground
that they are accused or
convicted in a crime.

Further, the affidavit
stated that the police
authorities had on March 21
sought details from the
NMC regarding the
properties of the rioters and
had asked the civic
authorities to take action
against the properties of
the rioters, if the same are
illegal.Thereafter, the civic

authorities noted that the
petitioners could not
submit the "sanctioned
plan" of their houses,
which they (NMC officials)
prima facie, found that the
petitioners did not
construct the structures as
per a sanctioned plan from
the NMC.Therefore, a
show-cause notice was
issued to them giving a
deadline of a day to
respond to the show-cause
notice."I say and submit
that in the present case, me
and my officers had not
acted with any malafide
intention against the
petitioners or their
properties but acted in
accordance with the prevailing
situation and strictly in
accordance with the statutory
provisions of the Slums Act,
1971," the affidavit stated.

Aaditya
Thackeray
criticises
Mahayuti govt

Mumbai, April 16 (UNI) : Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray on Wednesday criticised
the ruling Mahayuti government,
alleging that BJP-led Mahayuti
government has not done a single
good work in their 100 days.Talking
to reporters here, he said that 100
days have passed for this
government and the 100 days
areconsidered the honeymoon
period.Whatever the Chief Minister
does during this period, he is
generally praised, he noted.

However, not a single good plan
has been brought for anyone in
these 100 days and this is the
achievement of the Mahayuti,
Thackeray Junior taunted.

Mumbai, April 16 (UNI) :  The BJP on
Wednesday strongly opposed the Congress'
agitation over National Herald's property, terming
the agitation as 'illegal' and claimed that their
agitation was for grabbing National Herald's
property.

Talking to reporters here, senior BJP leader
and former Union minister Raosaheb Danve said
the Congress has the right to protest but it does
not have the right to loot anyone's land and
funds, he claimed.While presenting the reality
of National Herald case, he recalled that this
newspaper and the related company, which was
started by 5,000 freedom fighters in 1937 with a
noble purpose, were never owned by the Nehru
and Gandhi families.

There is no record anywhere mentioning that
the Gandhi family owned the National Herald
newspaper or its property, he claimed.

The Congress had hatched a conspiracy to
swallow huge property of the National Herald

BJP criticises Congress
and formed a company,
called ‘Young India’, and
misused the property,
alleged Danve.

In fact, it is illegal to give
party funds to any private
organisation, but the
Congress gave funds to
this entity, he added.

He pointed out that BJP
leader Subramanian Swamy
had filed a petition in the
year 2012, accusing
Congress leaders of
'financial fraud' of Rs 90.25
crore.As per the court
order, the government
machinery has investigated
this matter and further
action is now underway,
stated Danve.

Pune, April 16 (UNI) : India Against
Corruption national president and OBC leader,
Hemant Patil, on Wednesday showered praise
on the Devendra Fadnavis-led Mahayuti
government in Maharashtra over its recent
decision on prisoners.

Reacting on this, he said that the Cabinet's
recent decision regarding prisoners in the state
shows sensitivity of the government.

This government is very sensitive towards
farmers, labourers, victims and the exploited and
gives priority to policy making keeping their
interests in mind, he claimed.

He said that by fixing the compensation
policy in cases of deaths of prisoners in custody
and by deciding to take action against the police
officers found guilty in death cases, malpractices
taking place at many places will be curbed, he
noted.

As per the recommendations of the National
Human Rights Commission, the Fadnavis
government has approved a policy to provide
compensation of Rs five lakh to the heirs of
prisoners in case of unnatural death in prison
cells.

The step taken by the government to curb
corruption in the system is very positive and
important, added Patil.

Meanwhile, addressing the Nirdhar Mela in
Nashik, Aaditya Thackeray once again criticised
the Mahayuti government, alleging that the first
100 days of the Chief Minister, which are called

IAC president praises Mahayuti govt
‘honeymoon period’, have
passed but this government
has not brought out a
single good scheme for
farmers and youths.

Similarly, the monthly
installment to women
beneficiaries under Ladki
Bahin scheme was reduced
from Rs 2,100 to Rs 500, he
alleged and indicated that
the scheme will be closed
through the court.

This government is
sitting with the blessings of
the Election Commission,
he claimed.

Aaditya Thackeray
charged that the work of
creating disputes and
establishing power had
been done since 2013 in the
states of Haryana, Delhi,
Manipur, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, and now attempts
are being made to create
riots, agitations and caste
disputes in Maharashtra.

An attempt is being
made to turn the state into
Manipur, he claimed.

The riots
that took
place in
Nagpur were
also going in
the same
direction, he
alleged and
claimed that
an attempt
was being
made to create
a riot in
Nashik.

Also, the
gang war that
w a s
comple te ly
destroyed on
direction of
Shiv Sena Bal
T h a c k e r a y
has raised its
head again, he
f u r t h e r
claimed.
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Why Selective Censorship?
(By Kalpana Pandey)
Phule,” directed by

National Award–winner
Ananth Mahadevan—
renowned for films such as
“The Storyteller,” which
combine sensitivity, depth,
and artistic merit—has
become embroiled in
controversy even before
its release. Originally
scheduled to premiere on
April 11, 2025, the film was
postponed to April 25,
2025, following objections
from certain Brahmin
organizations in
Maharashtra accusing it of
promoting casteism.

At the heart of “Phule”
is the pioneering work of
Jyotirao and Savitribai
Phule—founders of the first
school for girls in India and
champions of so-called
“backward” castes—
whose efforts for education
and social justice are
chronicled against the
backdrop of nineteenth-
century India. Pratik Gandhi
portrays Jyotirao Phule,
while Patralekha plays
Savitribai Phule. The film
documents their tireless
struggle against caste and
gender discrimination,
including the
establishment of India’s
first girls’ school in 1848.
Ananth Mahadevan’s aim
is to foreground the Phules’
crusade for equality and to
bring their fight against
caste and gender injustice
into the mainstream.

In response to the
Brahmin groups’
objections, the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) has recommended
cuts and modifications:
removing or altering caste-
specific terms such as
“Mang,” “Mahar,” and
“Peshwai,” and changing
the dialogue “three
thousand years of slavery”
to “many years of slavery.”
These suggestions
effectively dilute the harsh
historical realities of caste
oppression central to the
Phules’ movement. Such
cuts undermine the
integrity of the Phules’
ideological legacy and do a
disservice to the historical
struggles of marginalized
communities. Various social
organizations have
criticized the CBFC’s
decision as hypocritical and

inconsistent.
First, are the

certification standards in
our country applied
uniformly? Controversial
films with provocative
statements—such as “The
Kerala Story” and “The
Kashmir Files”—were
granted CBFC approval
without significant cuts,
whereas a film about social
reformers Jyotirao and
Savitribai Phule, whose
work directly confronted
Brahmanical and casteist
values, is being asked to
make numerous changes.
Given that Jyotirao Phule
was born on April 11, it is
also significant that the
film’s intended release date
coincided with his birth
anniversary, suggesting
that commercial
considerations may be at
play. The delay and
suggested edits—
ostensibly to protect box-
office prospects—reveal
that the CBFC does not
enforce its guidelines
evenly. Films endorsing
certain viewpoints face
fewer obstacles, while
those addressing
challenging subjects
encounter hurdles. This
selective approach calls the
CBFC’s impartiality into
question and imposes
constraints on artistic
freedom and the truthful
depiction of history.

The second point is that
caste remains an extremely
sensitive issue in India, and
discrimination based on
caste persists even today.
Films like “Phule,” which
confront these questions
head-on, have been
obstructed in various ways.
If one examines the names
and backgrounds of the
members of the censor
board, it becomes clear—
without needing further
explanation—that the
CBFC’s actions are being
taken under political
pressure or in the name of
maintaining social stability.
Imposing stringent rules on
a film like “Phule”
demonstrates that the
CBFC wishes to control
films advocating social
reform while granting
leeway to divisive
narratives.

The third significant
point is that the denial of
timely certification for
“Phule” is largely due to
complaints from certain
Brahmin organizations.

These groups contend that
the film—based on the lives
of Jyotirao and Savitribai
Phule—depicts the
Brahmin community
unfavorably, portraying
Brahmins as villains or
subjecting them to unfair
criticism. In response to
these objections, the CBFC
has questioned the film’s
release, taken exception to
certain scenes and
dialogues, and
recommended changes,
thereby delaying its
certification. However,
filmmakers assert that the
film is historically accurate,
includes sympathetic
Brahmin characters who
support the Phules’ work,
and has no intention of
defaming any community.
Nevertheless, the CBFC
prioritized the Brahmin
organizations’ complaints,
insisting on altering caste-
related terms or episodes
while disregarding the
filmmakers’ claims of
historical fidelity. This
selective deference casts
doubt on the CBFC’s
impartiality, suggesting that
it values the sentiments of
one group over artistic
integrity and the
filmmakers’ creative vision.
Consequently, one must
ask whether the CBFC is
making independent
decisions or acting under
external pressure. If the
CBFC coerces changes to
historical truths or artistic
perspectives, the
filmmakers’ original
message is weakened and

the audience’s right to
informed understanding is
compromised. It is therefore
both natural and necessary
to question the CBFC’s
procedures and credibility.

The fourth issue
concerns artistic freedom.
Since the Phules’ mission
fundamentally involved
reforming an exploitative
social order, significant
opposition and social
conflict were inevitable.
These mandated cuts
undermine the film’s
historical accuracy and do
a disservice to the
filmmakers’ artistic vision
and the audience’s right to
unfettered access to
information. This struggle
represents a collision
between the artistic
expression of social trauma
grounded in historical fact
and the constraints
imposed by the current
political establishment.

Regardless of whether
the film is ultimately
approved or blocked, one
thing is certain: “Phule”
holds up a mirror to our
social history by bringing
its painful realities to light.
It portrays the woman who
fought for girls’ education,
the teacher who shattered
caste barriers, the Hindu
social order rooted in
Brahminical supremacy, the
horrors of social ostracism
and religious terror—
indeed, the life and work of
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule
himself.

Mahatma Phule’s work
could not have been

accomplished without the
contributions of his wife,
Savitribai Phule. He
educated a young, married
girl who had received no
formal schooling and
empowered her to become
India’s first woman teacher.
She, in turn, stood firm
against social exclusion and
kept the flame of education
burning bright. Together,
the Phules tore down the
walls of a caste-based
educational system,
establishing separate
schools for the
untouchable, Dalit, and
Shudra children. In those
schools, caste was never
asked—a revolutionary act
for its time. Through
writings such as
“Gulamgiri,” the Phules
exposed the realities of the
caste system and launched
a direct attack on
Brahminical rule, declaring,
“Until society is educated,
it will remain enslaved.”

Mahatma Phule’s social
movement was a direct
challenge to the ruling
caste hierarchy, and as a
result he faced immense
opposition from society. His
family severed ties with him,
and he was ostracized by
his community. The insults
and filth hurled at Savitribai
did not deter them. They
endured religious
intimidation as well, and
even questioned the nature
of gods, religion, and
rituals—declaring plainly,
“God is not the creator of
man; man is the creator of
God.” For these views they
were branded “atheists”
and “enemies of religion,”
yet they never abandoned
their convictions.

Mahatma Phule’s work
extended far beyond
education. By founding the
Satyashodhak Society, he
opened a new path toward
social equality. He wrote
and acted on a range of
issues—widow remarriage,
women’s right to abortion,
the necessity of girls’
education, exploitation in
agriculture, and the
dominance of the Brahmin-
priestly class. He never
ceased his struggle,
establishing the
Satyashodhak Society with
the core aim of securing
intra-caste equality and
opposing Brahminical
supremacy.

Under the
Satyashodhak banner,
religious ceremonies—

marriage, naming,
funerals—were performed
without Brahmin priests.
The Society initiated
traditions of communal
dining and public
gatherings without regard
to caste. People of all
castes came together and
identified themselves as
“Satyashodhaks.” For the
first time, Dalits, Shudras,
and women found a social
platform where they truly
belonged, and the
movement brought
education into the
community.

Though his health
declined with age,
Mahatma Phule’s energy
for social work never
waned, and the
Satyashodhak movement
continued after his death.
Leaders such as Shahu
Maharaj, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
and Periyar were later
inspired by Satyashodhak
ideas. Even today, murders
are committed in the name
of caste, blind faith grows
under the guise of religion,
and the rights of women,
Dalits, and OBCs are still
under assault.

Director Ananth
Mahadevan has defended
his film unequivocally:
“My film has no hidden
agenda. It is a sincere
cinematic tribute to the
social reformers who
changed the face of Indian
society.” He states that the
film’s purpose is not to
provoke but to educate and
inspire. Phule’s legacy is
not confined to a single film;
it is the deep-seated unrest
surrounding India’s caste
discourse. Although
Mahatma Phule’s
contributions are
academically celebrated,
attempts to portray his
social-change vision in the
media continue to face
resistance.

By challenging caste
inequality and empowering
Dalit and oppressed
communities, the Phules
engaged in an unbroken
struggle. The intellectual
battle they began remains
profoundly relevant today.
Every step toward
education, equality, and
justice is guided by
Mahatma Phule’s
inspirational legacy.

The “Satyashodhak”
path shown by Jyotirao
and  Sav i t r iba i  Phu le
s t i l l  u n d e r p i n s  t h e
beliefs of many.

Kathakki and Nrityangan Cultural Academy's
4th Annual Celebration - Vasant Manjari 2025
(Standard Post Bureau)

The 4th Annual Vasant
Manjari 2025 organized by
Kathakki Aur Nrityangan
Cultural Academy was a
spectacular celebration of
music and dance, featuring
an exquisite amalgamation
of various Kathak gharas by
renowned Kathak dancers.
The program was a lively
amalgamation of tradition,
rhythm and expression,
which left the audience
mesmerized.

The evening began with
an enthralling performance
by renowned
choreographer Aditi
Bhagwat representing
Jaipur Gharane. Aditi
performed traditional thatt,
toda and paran with grace
and precision, drawing
applause from the audience.
Particularly noteworthy
was his unique portrayal of
cricket and Diwali ki fulzadi
through Bhavang, which
left the audience

mesmerized. Her thumri
rendition of "Yehi Thaiyaan
Motiya Herayi Gayi Re"
received a standing ovation, a
testament to her emotional
depth and mastery.

The duet performance
by Sangeetcharya (Dr.)
Rupali Desai and her
daughter and senior
disciple dancer Disha Desai
reflected the grandeur of

the Banaras house.
Beginning with a soulful
Ganesha stuti, he followed
the Kathak tradition with
that, amad, toda, paran and
chalan in the zapatal. Pandit
Mukundaraja Dev and his
disciple and son Rohit Dev
accompanied the padhant and
tabla, creating a powerful
rhythmic harmony.

Disha Desai's special
paran ki rendition
composed by her mother
caught everyone's
attention, which was
appreciated by all. His
quick and energetic
witticisms on cricket were
both entertaining and
innovative. The pair
concluded their
performance with a
beautiful Thumri - "Kanha
Khelo Kahan Aisi Hori
Guinya" composed by
Pandit Bindadin Maharaj Ji,
depicting the joyous
celebration of Holi between
Radha and Krishna.

Through a poignant story
and complex emotions, he
depicted Krishna's playful
antics, in which Krishna
disguised himself as Radha
and teased him, followed by
their colorful union in the
festival. What made this
performance truly
remarkable was that this
thumri, a classic in Kathak's
repertoire, had never been
performed as a duet before,
making it a unique and
refreshing experience for
the audience. Seeing this
work presented as a couple
added new dimensions of
emotion and artistry, which
left an indelible impression.

In the closing ceremony,
Vidushi Saswati Sen ji
concluded the ceremony with
her performance. He
enthralled the audience with a
performance of Pandit Birju
Maharaj Ji's unique
composition "Panchattva",
which depicts the five
elements of life.

Study finds
common genetic
variants linked to
drug-resistant
epilepsy

Certain common genetic changes may
explain why some people with focal
epilepsy become less responsive to
seizure medications, finds a new global
study.

Focal epilepsy is a condition where
seizures start in one part of the brain. It
is the most common type of epilepsy.

Antiseizure medication is usually
prescribed for people with the condition.
However, for one in three people with
epilepsy (around 20 million individuals
worldwide), current antiseizure
medications are ineffective. This means
that people will continue to have seizures
despite taking medication -- a condition
called "drug resistance."

It is associated with additional
significant health risks in epilepsy,
including a higher risk of sudden
unexpected death in epilepsy, alongside
substantially higher healthcare costs.

Researchers at the University College
London in the UK and the University
of Texas-Health Houston in the US
found the reason in some specific
common genetic variants in two genes:
CNIH3 -- which helps control how
certain brain receptors function; and
WDR26 -- which is involved in various
cell processes.

The study, published in the journal
EBioMedicine showed that people with
genetic variants in CNIH3 and WDR26
had a higher risk of having drug
resistance in focal epilepsy. The variants
also determined a person's response to
antiseizure medications.

"The findings of our study offer new
insights about why some people have
seizures that are resistant to existing
antiseizure medications,” said Professor
Sanjay Sisodiya from UCL’s Queen
Square Institute of Neurology.

"Recognising these genetic variants,
which are frequent in the general
population yet strongly influence
treatment outcomes, underscores the
need to expand genetic testing and future
therapies to address polygenic epilepsy
(a type of epilepsy that is influenced by
multiple genes)," added Costin Leu,
Assistant Professor at UTHealth
Houston).

For the study, the researchers
examined data on 6,826 people with
epilepsy.They compared the genomes of
those who had drug-resistant epilepsy
(4,208 individuals) with those whose
seizures were successfully controlled
with antiseizure medications (2,618
individuals).

The findings are particularly
important as these genetic signatures can
be determined at the onset of epilepsy,
rather than after several antiseizure
medications have been tried without
success.This could eventually help to
predict which individuals with epilepsy
are likely to develop drug resistance and
avoid unnecessary exposure to
ineffective medications and their
associated side effects, said the team.

SP demands
NSG security for
party president
Akhilesh

Lucknow, April 16
(UNI) : Samajwadi Party
(SP) on Wednesday
demanded the central
government restore
National Security Guard
(NSG) security for party
president Akhilesh Yadav.

In a letter sent to the
Union Home Minister, the
party's state
spokesperson, Fakhrul
Hasan Chaand, has said
that SP is the third largest
party in the country,
whose president has been
openly threatened with
deadly attacks in the past
few days, on which the
state government has not
taken any action.

"Since the party
president keeps visiting
other states besides UP, it
is necessary to provide
him with Z-plus category
security along with NSG
cover," he said.
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Stree Summit 2.0 ends with call to accelerate
action for women empowerment : Deputy CM
(Standard Post Bureau)

Hyderabad, April 16
:The day-long Stree Summit
2.0, successfully concluded
here on Tuesday , drawing
leading voices in
government officials, law
enforcement, and industry
experts.

With a theme of
Accelerate Action for
Women Empowerment,"
the eminent speakers
deliberated for the common
good of every citizen.

The sessions were well
planned with the panellists,
who are not only subject
matter experts but also
citizens who are
continuously working for
the betterment of the
communities; they are also
influencers of good life and
the betterment of
individuals.

The summit began with
an impactful inaugural
ceremony, where C. Shekar
Reddy, General Secretary of
the Hyderabad City
Security Council (HCSC),
welcomed the chief guest,
Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka
Mallu, Hon’ble Deputy
Chief Minister, Gov. of
Telangana and gave an

overview of the six HCSC
verticals and their
respective activities.

He invited the
corporates to become
HCSC members.

In his theme address, C.
V. Anand, IPS,
Commissioner of Police,
Hyderabad, and Chairman
of HCSC, highlighted that
the girl child ratio of 942-
1000 is alarming and will
adversely impact the
nation’s growth. The
discrimination against

women should end at home
as well as in workplaces.

He mentioned that the
Free Bus Ride scheme for
women has increased
women's participation in
various events across the
state.

He informed that more
women are joining the
police force and there are 7
women police stations in 7
zones and out of 19 DCP’s
8 are Women. Women
officers are part of patrol,
blue colt, traffic police, and

3 SHO’s are women officers.
In his address, Bhatti

Vikramarka stated that a
safe, equal and empowered
society is not a dream but a
destination we all should
walk towards together. The
Telangana government is
empowering the SHG by
providing them financial aid
of Rs. 21000 crores apart
from creating a market for
their products and services.

The government has
encouraged the women to
get into solar power

generation with a buyback
guarantee. He stated the
state government has a
target of making more than
one crore women
crorepatis.The State of
Telangana is fully
committed to the
empowerment of women, he
claimed.In her keynote
address, Dr Banusri
Velpandian, Senior
Specialist, Governance &
Research, Law Division –
NITI Aayog, spoke about
the initiatives of NITI

Aayog towards Women
Empowerment in various
sectors on its own or with
other ministries.

To cover a larger section
of the population and also
ensure that every enterprise
and community is covered,
HCSC is collaborating with
the Department of Women
Development and Child
Welfare, Telangana
Government, and signed an
MoU on creating
awareness of the women
and children-related laws
and implementation of such
laws.The summit featured
four in-depth panel
discussions addressing
pivotal topics on women’s
safety and health.

The summit concluded
with a closing ceremony
recognising the significant
contributions of partners,
speakers, and participants.

Certificates were
awarded to key
contributors, and Ms Geeta
Goti, Joint Secretary,
Women’s Forum, HCSC,
delivered final remarks,
calling for continued
collaboration for Rights,
Equality and Empowerment
for all Girls and Women in
building a secure future.

MLAs should visit
every village in
their Assembly
segments to
explain decisions
taken by Govt: CM

Hyderabad, April 16 (UNI) :Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday asked his party MLAs to
reach out to the people and explain to them the
important decision of the government.

It is the responsibility of everyone to reach out to
people and explain to them important decisions taken
by the government, the CM said.

He said all MLAs should visit every village in their
respective Assembly Constituencies from tomorrow
to June 2, the CM said.

Addressing the party CLP meeting, the CM said
he would also allocate time to meet people from May 1
to June 2.

The meeting was attended by TPCC President
Bomma Mahesh Kumar Goud, Deputy Chief Minster
Batti Vikramarka, MLAs, MLCs, and MPs.

The benefits of all welfare schemes implemented
by the state Government should reach people, he said,
and asked his party MLAs to prepare a report required
for the development of the Assembly Constituency.
The government will take the responsibility of
completing those works, he assured.

The government has found permanent solutions
to some problems pending for many years. He said the
Sanna Biyyam ( Fine Rice ) distribution scheme is a
wonderful scheme which will be remembered forever
like the Rs 2 per Kg Rice scheme launched in the past.

The benefits of the newly launched Bhu Bharati
Portal should reach the farmers, he said.The flagship
Indiramma housing scheme is a role model for the country.
The CM said the real beneficiaries at the field level should
be identified and alloted Indiramma houses . The
scheme should be taken to the people at the field level.

Hyderabad, April 16
(UNI) : EThames Business
School (EBS) a Hyderabad
based futuristic Business
Management School, on
Tuesday announced that it
is teaming up with KPMG
in India to offer a suite of
forward-thinking, industry-
relevant academic
programmes that bridge the
gap between education and
professional practice.

As part of this
collaboration, KPMG in
India, as academic partner
will help in delivery of the
programmes offered by
EThames Business School
(EBS), include B.Com
(Taxation), B.Com
(Financial Accounting),
BBA (Business Analytics),
BBA (Financial Markets
and Investment Banking),
BCA (Data Science and AI)
and BCA (Cyber Security).

These programs
combine EBS’s academic
excellence with KPMG in
India's industry expertise,

EThames Business School teams up
with KPMG in India to offer industry
relevant academic programmes

thereby providing students
with practical, real-world
insights and a good blend
of academic rigor and
practical applications.

Additionally, students
enrolling for these
programmes will also have
access to hands-on
learning experiences,
valuable insights and skills,
mentorship from experts,
directly relevant to their
future careers.Speaking on
the occasion, Narayanan
Ramaswamy, Partner and
Head of Education and Skill
Development, KPMG in
India, said the job market
today is constantly
evolving, and young
professionals need to stay
up to date with the latest
trends and skills to stay
relevant.“Our future-ready
programmes, developed in
collaboration with
EThames Business School,
are designed to prepare
students for the jobs of
tomorrow and propel their

career forward. With a
curriculum that covers
emerging industry trends,
practical skills, and real-
world applications, we
believe, this dynamic
approach can equip
students with the critical
thinking and technical
abilities needed for long-
term success in a
competitive global
workforce," said
RamaswamyOne third of the
global workforce will be from
India in future, he said. The
Job requirements will change.
Ethames is sensitive to
marketing requirements.
This is the first time in this
region , we have entered
into a partnership with an
institution. We have always
been associated with
universities, he stated.

We not only define
teaching, curate content,
and provide 360-degree
expertise. We bring the best
of KPMG to this
partnership, he added.

K Reddy, Bandi
Sanjay express
shock over
brutal killing of
two Telangana
youths in Dubai

Hyderabad, April 16
(UNI) :Union Minister for
Coal G Kishan Reddy and
Union Minister of State for
Home Bandi Sanjay Kumar
on Tuesday said that they
have been deeply shocked
by the brutal killing of two
Telugu youth from
Telangana in Dubai.

The youths are
Ashtapu Premsagar from
Nirmal district and Srinivas
from Nizamabad district.

On the ‘X’ platform,
Reddy said, “ Spoke to
External Affairs Minister
Shri @DrSJaishankar ji on
the matter, and he has
assured full support to the
bereaved families and the
urgent repatriation of the
mortal remains.”

The MEA will also work
towards ensuring the
delivery of speedy justice
in the matter, he expressed.

“I thank Shri Jaishankar
ji for his support and
assistance in this matter,”
he added.In a separate ‘X’
platform , Bandi Sanjay
said, “ Deeply saddened by
the tragic killing of Ashtapu
Prem Sagar and Srinivas,
both workers from
Telangana, who were
brutally attacked by a
Pakistani national at
Modern Bakery LLC in
Dubai during working
hours on April 11, 2025.

Spoke to Ministry of
External Affairs officials
today, and our MHA office
remains in constant touch
with them, he said.

Also spoke to Ashtapu
Sandeep, brother of Prem
Sagar, and assured full
support as the family awaits
the return of his mortal
remains, he said.Through
the Indian Consulate,
Dubai Police have been
urged to expedite the
process, he said and added
that he was grateful to the
Ministry of External Affairs
for their swift response and
for pursuing the matter
with urgency.

Hyderabad, April 16
(UNI) :Declaring Sunstroke
as “state-specific disaster’
the Telangana government
on Tuesday issued orders
to provide Rs 4 lakh ex
gratia to the families of
deceased persons.

The state government,
having taken into
consideration all the facts,
has decided to declare
heatwave/sunstroke as a
“State Specific Disaster”
henceforth for the purpose
of providing relief to the
families of the victims…”
according to a GO issued
by Special Chief Secretary
to Government Arvind
Kumar.Heatwaves remain a
“hidden hazard” whose
impacts are under-
recognised due to
measurement and valuation
challenges. There is under-
reporting of deaths and
severe impact of heat
waves, especially in the
vulnerable sections of the
population, including
women, children and the
old aged, it said.

According to GO, in
Telangana, during the year
2024, it was observed in
Telangana that except for
five districts, all the
remaining 28 districts had
at least 15 days of

Govt to provide Rs 4
lakh ex-gratia to kin of
deceased in sunstroke

heatwave, with Nalgonda,
Mancherial, Peddapalli and
Jagtial having more than 30
days of heatwave.

People, especially the
construction workers and
daily wagers in Hyderabad,
Warangal, all the Municipal
Corporations, Hyderabad
Urban Agglomeration and
all the Urban Local Bodies
are vulnerable to heat
waves and sun strokes, it
said.While all the districts
have prepared a district-
specific heat wave action
plan and have equipped
vulnerable points with ORS
packets and drinking water
kiosks, they are issuing
required advisories on dos
and don’ts.In the absence
of a specific ex gratia, the
state until now was providing
assistance of Rs.50,000 under
the Apathbandhu scheme
to the family of the
deceased who died due to
heat wave/sunstroke.

The District Collector
will ensure that the
appropriate authority/
authorities shall diagnose
the heat-related death
based on the history of
exposure to high ambient
temperature and the
reasonable exclusion of
other causes of hyperth-
ermia, the GO added.

Set your house in order
or resign: Badal to Mann

Chandigarh, April 16 (UNI) : Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
President Sukhbir Singh Badal on Tuesday said either
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann should set
his house in order or he should resign immediately.

Badal, in a social media post, alleged that instead of
controlling the law and order situation, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government and Mann were "threatening"
opposition.Even leader of opposition Partap Singh Bajwa
was "intimidated" with "false" cases.

"We condemn attempts to suppress the opposition's
voice by registering false cases against them or subjecting
them to repeated police questioning," he wrote.

Badal also cited attack on SAD's Ajnala in- charge
Jodh Singh Samra, where one of his petrol pump employees
was shot dead and another was injured.

He alleged that these incidents made it clear that the
democracy was in danger in Punjab and the

Srinagar, April 16 (UNI)
: Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) leader Iltija Mufti on
Tuesday accused National
Conference (NC) of having
an "understanding" with
the BJP to remain silent on
the controversial Waqf
(Amendment) Act.

She questioned why
the NC did not bring a
resolution against the Waqf
(Amendment) Act despite
the party having 50
legislators in the Assembly.

“Farooq (Abdullah)
sahib should tell us about
today. His son is the Chief
Minister with 50 MLAs.
Karnataka, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu decided to bring
a resolution against Waqf.
Tamil Nadu has already
brought it. What was our
Chief Minister doing? Why

NC has "understanding"
with BJP to stay silent on
Waqf: Iltija Mufti NC has

did they not bring a
resolution against Waqf,”
Iltija said while talking to
reporters on Tuesday.

She said the ruling
government was busy
taking photo-ops with
Union minister Kiren Rijiju,
at Tulip Garden while
critical issues like Waqf
were ignored.

“They (NC) already
have an understanding with
BJP that we will not talk
about Waqf and will not
bring any resolution
against it,” the PDP leader
alleged.

Iltija also questioned
NC for not bringing a
resolution against Waqf
despi te  the  fact  that
Jammu and Kashmir is
the only Muslim majority
state in India.

Wa s h i n g t o n / N e w
Delhi, April 16 (UNI) : A US
federal judge has barred the
Trump administration from
deporting an Indian
undergraduate student
whose student visa was
cancelled on April 4, just
weeks before he was set to
graduate.

In a ruling on Tuesday
in the Madison court, US
District Judge William
Conley ruled that Krish Lal
Isserdasani, 21, a UW-
Madison international
student, could not have his
student visa terminated
and that the Trump
administration could not
take any legal action
against him as a result,
including deportation.

The request for a
temporary restraining order
on the Trump
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s
deportation move was
brought by Madison

US judge blocks Trump administration from deporting Indian student
attorney Shabnam Lotfi
after Isserdasani's record
was terminated in the
government's Student and
Exchange Visitor Program
(SEVIS) database.

In his 12-page order,
Judge Conley wrote the
Trump administration had
wrongly terminated
Isserdasani’s visa one
month before he was set to
complete his bachelor’s
degree in computer
engineering and had
robbed him of any form of
due process to contest the
visa cancelation, wiscnews
reported.

“Given the amount of
Isserdasani’s educational
expenses and potential
losses from having to leave
the United States without
obtaining his degree, the
court concludes that
Isserdasani credibly
demonstrates that he faces
irreparable harm for which

he has no adequate remedy
at law in the absence of
injunctive relief,” Conley
wrote.Isserdasani is one of
at least 26 international
students and recent alumni
at UW-Madison, and 40
across all Universities of
Wisconsin campuses,
whose visas have been
abruptly cancelled.

UW-Madison has not
been informed of the visa
cancelations by the Trump
administration; instead,
staff have been finding the
visa cancelations as they
search databases every few
hours, every day, to learn
which of their students
have been impacted.

The Trump
administration has
cancelled the visas of more
than 1,000 international
students nationally since
January.

When entry visas are
cancelled, students are

subject to deportation and
are recommended to leave
the US immediately.

Isserdasani’s visa
would only be authorised
till May 2, forcing him to
leave eight days before
UW-Madison’s spring
commencement.

The ruling doesn’t say
when the visa would have
expired naturally but notes
that, with it cancelled,
Isserdasani could not file
for an extension so he can
search for work.

In recent weeks, the
Trump administration has
attempted to force out
international students
across the country over
myriad reasons, such as for
participating in pro-
Palestinian protests and for
traffic infractions.

In his order, Conley
wrote that Isserdasani’s
visa seems to have been
canceled over an arrest on

a misdemeanor disorderly
conduct charge, which he
admitted to in court
documents.

The incident, which
took place on November 22,
2024, occurred when
Isserdasani and a group of
friends got in an argument
with another group of
people while walking home
from a bar.

While police had
referred a charge of
disorderly conduct, Dane
County District Attorney
Ismael Ozanne never
brought charges against
Isserdasani. He never
appeared in court for it and
believed the matter
wouldn’t affect his student
visa, Conley wrote.

Isserdasani had no
contact with law
enforcement or
Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement since, Conley
wrote.
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Jhansi, April 16 (UNI) :
Hockey Punjab lifted the
coveted 15th Hockey India
Senior Men National
Championship 2025 title as
they defeated Hockey
Madhya Pradesh 4-1 in the
final here in Uttar Pradesh.

Hockey Punjab won the
tournament in 2023,
however, in the last edition,
they were knocked out in
the Quarter-Finals by
Hockey Maharashtra. This
time, led by Captain Hardik
Singh and Coach Rajinder
Singh, Hockey Punjab have
claimed the championship
again.

Hockey Punjab finished

Both Coach and Captain reflect on Hockey Punjab’s
National Championship 2025 title win

their Division 1, Pool A
second in the standings,
three points behind Hockey
Madhya Pradesh, who
dealt them their only defeat
in the tournament.

In the Quarter-Final,
Hockey Punjab earned a 3-
2 win over Hockey Haryana,
followed by a 4-3 victory
against Uttar Pradesh
Hockey in the Semi-Final.
Despite their earlier loss,
Hockey Punjab ensured
they learnt from their
mistakes and defeated
Hockey Madhya Pradesh
comfortably in the final.

Jugraj Singh was in top
form for Hockey Punjab

having finished the
tournament as the second-
highest goalscorer with
five goals and even
recorded a crucial brace in
the final. Young sensation
Araijeet Singh Hundal also
played a crucial role in the
attack and claimed three
goals to his name.

Reflecting on the
tournament, Hockey
Punjab coach Rajinder
Singh stated, “It was a very
good tournament for us,
and we gave a solid
performance overall. The
loss against Hockey
Madhya Pradesh was truly
a turning point for us. We

knew we were a strong side
but after that loss, we
regrouped and ensured we
didn’t take the rest of the
matches lightly.”

Talking about the team’s
strategy, Rajinder said,
“Since we didn’t have a lot
of time to train together
before the tournament, so I
left it upon the players to
naturally settle and play
since we have a few
national players in the
squad. After the loss in the
Pool stage, we changed our
strategy a little and shifted
from zonal-marking to man-
marking which worked out
better for us.”

In the final, Hockey
Punjab conceded a goal
first but made a brilliant
comeback in the second
half to seal the match.

After the final, Captain
Hardik Singh said, “The
plan was to attack from the
start and the boys executed
well. Though I still feel we
missed a couple of chances,
we are extremely happy
with the win. It’s always great
to perform in the domestic
circuit, overall the competition
was good and it feels good
to win the gold medal.”

Alexander-
Arnold returns
to Liverpool
training

London, April 16 (UNI)
: Liverpool defender Trent
Alexander-Arnold has
returned to training before
their Premier League fixture
with Leicester City on
Sunday.

The 26-year-old
England international has
been absent since he
sustained an ankle injury in
Liverpool's Champions
League last-16 defeat by
Paris St-Germain in March.

Reds boss Arne Slot
previously said he expected
Alexander-Arnold to be
back before the end of

the season, but did not
put a specific timeframe on
when he might be available,
the BBC reported.

Alexander-Arnold's
return from injury comes as
uncertainty over his future
at Anfield continues.

Sources have
previously told BBC Sport
that Alexander-Arnold, who
is out of contract at the end
of the season, is in
advanced talks with Real
Madrid over a free transfer
to the Bernabeu.

Premier League leaders
Liverpool are currently 13
points clear of second-
placed Arsenal with six
matches of the season
remaining.

They could win their
20th top-flight title with a
win at Leicester, but would
need Arsenal to lose to
Ipswich earlier on Sunday.

Manchester
United's
Andre Onana
to start
against Lyon:
Amorim

London, April 16 (UNI)
: Manchester United
goalkeeper Andre Onana
will be recalled for the
side's Europa League
quarter-final second leg
against Lyon, manager
Ruben Amorim has said.

The Cameroon
international was left out
of United's squad for the
4-1 defeat by Newcastle in
the Premier League on
Sunday, with Turkey
international Altay
Bayindir deputising.

The 29-year-old was
labelled "one of the worst
goalkeepers in
Manchester United's
history" by former player
Nemanja Matic before the
first leg as the Lyon
midfielder reacted
furiously to the stopper
saying the Premier League
team were "way better"
than the French club, the
BBC reported.Onana was
then to blame for the two
goals that United
conceded in their 2-2 draw
in France.But Amorim
says the former Inter
Milan goalkeeper will be
recalled for the tie at Old
Trafford on Thursday
(20:00 BST)."As a coach
and former player first of
all I try to do things that
can help a player in this
situation," said Amorim.

"We speak about
managing players
physically but we also
have to manage them also
mentally."We had one
weekend where I felt it
was better for Andre
Onana not to play and a
good thing for Altay
[Bayindir] to play.

"He (Onana) will play
tomorrow."

Macao, April 16 (UNI) :
Eight out of nine Team
China players secured
victories on the second-
day group stage of the
International Table Tennis
Federation (ITTF) World
Cup Macao 2025.

In men's singles
matches, world No. 1 Lin
Shidong of China swept
Australia's Bae Hwan 4-0 on
Tuesday.Wang Chuqin
defeated Australia's Aditya
Sareen with the same
scoreline. Tomislav Pucar of
Croatia earlier beat Sareen
4-0, meaning Wang and
Pucar will face off for a
knockout stage place.

Wang said after the
match that there will be a
tough battle on
Wednesday. In women's
singles, defending
champion and world No. 1

Team China
dominates 2nd day
at ITTF World Cup

Sun Yingsha smashed
Canada's Zhang Mo 4-0.
Wang Manyu faced a
tougher challenge against
Sweden's Linda Bergstrom,
holding her ground to win
3-1."Today's match was
quite difficult," Wang said
afterward. "My opponent
had a unique playing style
and a powerful forehand,
which made things even
more challenging. I'm
relieved to come through
with the win."Other Team
China players who notched
victories included Chen
Xingtong, Lin Gaoyuan,
Kuai Man, and Liang
Jingkun.

Wang Yidi was upset 3-
1 by France's Yuan Jia Nan.
This year's World Cup
features 48 male and 48
female players and runs
Monday through Sunday.

Rahane calls on KKR
to learn from defeat

Chandigarh, April 16 (UNI) : Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) captain Ajinkya Rahane has called on his team to
learn from their narrow 16-run defeat to Punjab Kings in a
thrilling low-scoring encounter at the Maharaja Yadavindra
Singh International Cricket Stadium here on Tuesday
night.Despite a valiant bowling effort that saw Harshit
Rana pick up three wickets, and Sunil Narine and Varun
Chakaravarthy each take two, KKR faltered in their chase
of a modest 112. Rahane reflected on the loss, admitting
that the team's batting performance lacked the necessary
game awareness to adapt to the challenging conditions.

"We didn’t bat well and didn't have the awareness to
play according to what the situation demanded, but we
learn from it," Rahane said after the match. "T20 cricket is
not only about hitting sixes... it’s about reading the
situation and having the game awareness as a batsman
and then taking the game forward. That's what we lacked
today," he added.KKR's bowlers had done their job,
restricting Punjab Kings to a total of just 111 runs, but the
batting side failed to capitalise on the manageable target.
Rahane admitted that the conditions were not conducive
to aggressive batting, saying, "It wasn't a belter or a flat
wicket, there was something for the bowlers. So, we had
to grind it out. It is not about hitting sixes every time and
getting that net run rate up."Rahane emphasised that in
T20 cricket, sometimes it is necessary to play a more
measured innings, with lower strike rates, to successfully
chase down targets in challenging conditions."We need
to learn how to grind out results in certain situations.
Even though sometimes you have to play a maiden over
in T20 cricket or play at a strike rate of 70-80, it’s okay. But
you have to grind it out," Rahane said.Looking ahead to
the rest of the league stage, Rahane stressed that there is no
room for complacency as KKR have seven more matches to
play. "We are halfway through the tournament and there are
seven matches to go in the league stage. It’s always about
coming back with good intent, while still looking to learn
and improve as a batsman and take it on in the next game,"
he concluded.With KKR sitting on three wins in the
tournament so far, Rahane remains confident that his
experienced squad will bounce back and learn from this
setback to push for a strong finish in the ongoing IPL season.

Bengaluru, April 16
(UNI) : The Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) on Wednesday
announced the opening of
two prestigious positions
at the Centre of Excellence
(COE) in Bengaluru: Head
Physiotherapist and
Strength and
Conditioning (S&C)
Coach for Team India
(Senior Women).

These roles are crucial
to the Sports Science ad
Medicine (SSM) team,
dedicated to enhancing
player performance and
implementing cutting-
edge injury management
and prevention strategies.

Both positions will be
based at the state-of-the-
art COE, with the
successful candidates
also required to travel
with the Senior Women's
team for matches and
tournaments. The BCCI is
seeking highly skilled

BCCI seeks head physiotherapist,
S&C coach for Women's Team

professionals with
significant experience in
sports science and injury
management, particularly
those with a background
in working with elite
athletes.

The Head
Physiotherapist will be
responsible for providing
physiotherapy services
on match days,
diagnosing injuries, and
creating tailored treatment
plans.

Additionally, they will
collaborate with medical
teams, monitor athletes'
training loads, and devise
injury prevention
strategies.

Applicants must hold
a postgraduate
qualification in Sports or
Musculoskeletal
Physiotherapy, with at
least 10 years of
experience, preferably
with high-performance
athletes.

The S&C Coach will
manage fitness services
on match days, including
warmups and fitness
testing, and will design
personalised fitness
programs. They will also
monitor training
workloads, develop injury
prevention strategies, and
implement recovery
programs. Candidates
should possess a
qualification in Strength
and Conditioning or
Sports Science, with a
minimum of seven years
of experience in the field.

Both roles report to
the Head of Sports
Science and Medicine at
the COE and the Head
Coach of Team India
(Senior Women). The term
for both positions is two
years. Interested
candidates are invited to
submit their applications
by 5:00 PM on April 30,
2025.

Beijing's Water
Cube to host
World Aquatics
Diving World
Cup Super Final

Beijing, April 16 (UNI) :
The World Aquatics 2025
Diving World Cup Super
Final will be held at the
National Aquatics Center,
known as "Water Cube" in
Beijing, from May 2 to 4.

The diving event will
see a participation of some
70 divers from 16 countries
and regions, the organizing
committee told a press
conference on Wednesday.

"The Super Final
represents the highest level
of diving competitions in
the world. Top Chinese
divers will try to perform
their best for home
audience," said Li Jun,
deputy director of the
Swimming Management
Center of the General
Administration of Sport of
China.

The 2025 Diving World
Cup consists of three legs.
Before the Super Final to be
staged in Beijing, Chinese
divers pocketed a total of
15 gold medals in the first
two World Cup events in
Guadalajara, Mexico and
Windsor, Canada.

There will be 9 golds on
offer in the Super Final,
including the men's 3m
springboard, women's 3m
springboard, men's
synchronized 3m
springboard, women's
synchronized 3m
springboard, men's 10m
platform, women's 10m
platform, men's
synchronized 10m platform,
women's synchronized

10m platform, and the
mixed team.

According to the
organizers, the tickets of
the Super Final will be on
sales since Thursday, and
more than 20 licensed
products will provide a
better experience for the
audience to enjoy the event
during the five-day Labor
Day holiday starting from
May 1.

Zhang Yun, deputy
director of Beijing Sports
C o m p e t i t i o n s
Administration and
International Exchange
Center, said, "The 'Water
Cube' is a symbolic 'dual
Olympic' venue in Beijing
with excellent facilities. The
organizing committee will
strive to present a grand
diving event with
integrated development of
sports, culture and tourism."

Kaul sets
Qutab Golf
Course on fire

New Delhi, April 16
(UNI) : Delhi’s Kshitij
Naveed Kaul fired a
sensational course record
of 10-under 60 to move into
a one-shot lead at a total of
12-under 128 at the halfway
stage at the Calance Open
being played at the Qutab
Golf Course here.

Twenty-four-year-old
Kshitij (68-60), a winner of
four titles, who was four
shots off the lead in tied
23rd place after round one,
put together an eagle and
eight birdies on
Wednesday, to rise 22 spots
and claim the second-
round lead.

The legendary Mukesh
Kumar of Mhow had
registered an 11-under 59 at
the DDA Open staged on
Wednesday.

Kshitij’s extraordinary
effort of 10-under 60 will
thus count as the new
course record.

C h a n d i g a r h ’ s
Karandeep Kochhar
followed up his first round
of 65 with an even better 64
in round two to move up
two spots to second
position at a total of 11-
under 129.Yuvraj Sandhu,
another Chandigarh-based
professional, shot a second
straight 65 to gain one spot
and end the day in third
place at 10-under 130.

Gurugram’s Tapendra
Ghai (67) and Ludhiana’s
Pukhraj Singh Gill (67), both
overnight joint leaders,
slipped to tied fourth place
as their total stood at nine-
under 131.The halfway cut
went at even-par 140. Sixty
professionals made the cut.

Kaul collected four
birdies on the front-nine as
he landed it within a foot of
the flag on two occasions.
Kaul’s top-notch driving,
pitching, chipping and
putting from long range
helped him accumulate an
eagle on the 16th and four
more birdies on the back-
nine.Twenty-five-year-old
Karandeep Kochhar, a
multiple winner on the PGTI
and a regular on the Asian
Tour, made four birdies
against a lone bogey on the
back-nine. Kocchar then
pushed ahead with three
more birdies on the front-nine.

Mumbai, April 16 (UNI)
: India skipper Rohit Sharma
has labelled facing Scott
Boland in the Border-
Gavaskar series as his
'toughest challenge in
Australia'.

Boland played a key role
in Australia's comeback win
Down Under, taking 21
wickets in just 3 matches as
they overturned a 1-0 deficit
to win the series 3-1.

“Boland was the
toughest to face in those
condi t ions .  When we
checked his pitch map,
90% of his deliveries
were just on the spot - no
width ,  no ful l  bal ls ,
maybe a few, but  not
many,”  Rohi t  to ld
Michael Clarke on the
Beyond23 Cricket Podcast,

The right-hand batter
had a a forgetful series
against Pat Cummins-led
Australia, managing just 31
runs in five innings. His
struggles with the bat
culminated in the skipper
dropping himself for the
final test in Sydney and

Rohit reveals toughest Australia
bowler he faced Down Under

handing the reins to Jasprit
Bumrah, who had led India
to a thumping 295-run win
in the series opener in
Perth.

“I had to be honest with
myself - I wasn’t hitting the
ball well, and I didn’t want
to play just for the sake of
it. A few others were
struggling too, and we
really wanted Gill to play.
He’s such a good player
and had missed the
previous Test, so we felt he
deserved a chance.” Rohit
said.

"I mean, I was like, okay,
if I'm not hitting the ball well,
there's no point forcing it. I
spoke to the coach and the
selector—who was on the
tour as well - and they kind
of agreed, kind of didn’t,"
he said.

"You try to put the team
first, look at what the team
needs, and make the
decision accordingly.
Sometimes it works,
sometimes it doesn’t, that’s
just how it goes. Every
decision you make, there’s

no guarantee of success or
that it’s the right one. You
just do what feels best for
the team," Rohit said.

Having recently
captained India to ICC
Champions Trophy 2025
success, Rohit also opened
up on the upcoming
assignment with the
national team - a five-match
Test series against England
away from home, where the
visitors will be aiming to
reign over the Three Lions
once again. The series will
also mark the beginning of
the new World Test
Championship 2025-27
cycle.

"Absolutely, last time
we played these guys, it
was 2-2 in the series," he
said.

"Yeah, we need some of
these guys to be 100% fit.
We’ll have a great series,
and I know the kind of
cricket these guys are
playing these days. It’ll
definitely be a good
challenge for us," Rohit
added.

Shimla, April 16 (UNI) :
Two young athletes from
Chirgaon, Shimla—
Dikshita Shilal and Sanika
Laltwan—have brought
immense pride to their
district, state, and the
country by winning medals
at the First Thailand
Kickboxing World Cup held
in Bangkok from April 7 to
12, 2025.Dikshita won a
silver medal, while Sanika
secured a bronze in the -56
kg Full Contact category.

Deputy Commissioner
Anupam Kashyap
congratulated and
felicitated both players,
praising them for their
outstanding achievements.
He emphasized that their
success not only uplifts the
region but also sets an
example for other young
people to pursue sports
and stay away from
negative influences like
drugs. The administration
plans to involve both
athletes in its anti-drug
campaign to inspire youth

Chirgaon Champs strike gold in Thailand
through their journey.

Sanika Laltwan,
daughter of Shamsher
Singh from Sandhadi
village, began her martial
arts journey with Wushu in
2016, later transitioning to
Taekwondo and
Kickboxing. She has earned
several medals, including
gold at the 2023 Khelo India
Games and the 2025
International Kickboxing
Championship in Delhi. A
graduate of Sanjauli
College, Sanika credits her

family’s support for her
success.Dikshita Shilal,
daughter of the late Keshav
Ram Chauhan of Diswani
village, started kickboxing
in 2019. She has won
medals at district, state, and
national levels, including
gold at Khelo India 2023 and a
historic gold and Gala Fight
Belt at an international event
in 2025. Despite personal
challenges, she continues
her education at Seema
College, Rohru, and remains
committed to her sport.
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Bharat’s longest transport tunnel  of Rishikesh
- Karnaprayag  project tunnel braking
ceromany by Minister Ashwini Viashnav
(Standard Post Bureau)

Mumbai, April 16 :
Today’s Bharat’s longest
transport tunnel  Tunnel no
8 of Rishikesh -
Karnaprayag  project
tunnel braking ceromany
witnessed by Mr Ashwini
Vaishnav, Minister of
railways ,IT & Meity , CM
Uttarakhand and Local MP
Shri Anil Balono ji“Tunnel
No. 8 having length 14.58
km in Rishikesh-
Karanprayag Railway
Project is going to be the
longest transport tunnel in
India.

Presently Rail Tunnel –
12.75 Km between Khari
and Sumber Stations on
Katra-Banihal Section of
Udhampur Srinagar
Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL)“Road Tunnel-
9.02 Km- Atal tunnel
regarded as longest road
tunnel in Manali-Leh
Highway.

Salient features
12 stations, 19 major

bridges , 38 minor bridges
Total length of project :

125.20
83 %  of this is tunnel (

104 km)
14.72 % is open cutting

embankments ( 18.4 km)
2.21 % is important

bridges ( 3.07 Km )
Total length of main

tunnel 104 km and no of
tunnel  is 16

 “Total tunnel length of
the project is 213.57 km ( 16
Main tunnel of 104 km , 12
escape tunnel of 97.72km
and 7.05km cross passage)

Longest
Tunnel : 14.58
Bridge length :  half a

Km Srinagar Bridge no 09
Bridge height 46.9 m

Gauchar Bridge 15
Longest span bridge :

125 m Devparyag bridge 06
Tunnel:
Beyond km 6.00, the

alignment is in tunnels. 16

tunnels have been divided
in 10 packages. DD&PMC
contracts completed the
design work in all the
packages.“Tunnel l ing
works of all tunnels started
simultaneously.

Present Tunnelling
progress (including Main
Tunnel, Escape Tunnel,
Adits & Cross passage) is
195 km against a total scope
of 213 km.

Eight Adits in various
tunnels were identified for
creating additional work faces
of tunnel excavation for
facilitating early completion of
long tunnels and were
completed before the start of
Main Tunneling work.

Tunneling and T-08 tunnel
IR has total tunnel  length

till 2014 was 125 km and since
2014 tunneling done is 468.08
km ie 3.7 times

This is first successful
TBM use in tunneling in
Himalayan geological
terrain and first in IR

TBM single shield 9.11
meter excavation dia has
tunneled  10.4 km NATM
has  tunneled  4.11 km.

First 600 mt from portal
o1 was done by NATM to
launch TBM . From portal 2

Janasu end NATM worked
continuously .

Geological Setting:
Formation: The tunnel

predominantly traverses
the Chandpur Formation of
the Jaunsar Group.

Rock Type: The
principal rock unit is
Chandpur Phyllite, which
includes:“Quarzitic and
Schistose Phyllite with
Intercalations of Quartzite
Rocks“Presence of Quartz Veins

Rock Mass
Characteristics:

Structure: Closely to
very closely jointed and
Foliated

Weathering & Strength:
Slightly to moderately
weathered and Moderately
weak to moderately strong
rock mass

Geological Variability:
High variability in rock
mass conditions along the
tunnel alignment.

I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Constraints:

Access Difficulty:
Challenging access due to
rugged Himalayan terrain,
leading to limited geological
data.

G e o l o g i c a l
Investigations: Initial

Boreholes: 7 nos., total
length 1196 m. Additional
Boreholes: 2 nos., total
length 1077 m.

4. Overburden:
Maximum Overburden: 800
m ( Approx 1 KM ),
Minimum Overburden: 70 m

5. Tunnel Behaviour:
Squeezing, very high
Squeezing behaviour
anticipated, especially
under average to high
overburden conditions due
to weak rock mass
conditions and depth.

Key Challenges in TBM
Tunnel Construction

1. Geological
Complexity:

Presence of
heterogeneous rock
conditions—ranging from
poor to medium and hard
rock—poses significant
challenges for excavation
and support.“Squeezing
ground conditions in
approximately 20% of the
tunnel route, requiring
uninterrupted TBM
operation except at
designated stops.“Medium
to high overburden and
deep seated landslides
could involve large
deformations/movements.

2. TBM Operation &
Constraints:

Need for non-stop TBM
progress along with
ongoing geological and
geophysical investigations
during construction.

Risk of TBM
entrapment in squeezing
zones.

TBM must navigate
through difficult terrain and
varying ground conditions
without unscheduled
stoppages, demanding high
system reliability and
responsive support.

3. Water Ingress:
Significant water inflow

identified in two major
zones, with a maximum
inflow rate of 2000 lpm,
posing risks to equipment,
safety, and progress rates.
Probable water in Nallas
locations.

4. Other Challenges:
Logistics &

Transportation:
Continuous transport of

materials and segments
along a 30 km national
highway, complicated by
Monsoon season impacts
(e.g., landslides, road
closures) and Yatra
(pilgrimage) season traffic
congestion

Material and segment
delivery must remain
uninterrupted, placing
pressure on logistics and
supply chain reliability.

 Backfill Grouting System:
Grout pipeline system

spans over 11 km, requiring
frequent cleaning and
maintenance; Adaptation to
different mix designs
across tunnel segments
due to varied geological
and structural conditions

 Parallel Construction
Activities:

Simultaneous execution
of multiple construction
activities: Cross passages,
Tunnel excavation and
TBM operation logistics

Efficiency and Excellence shine
at Western Railway’s 70th
Railway Week celebrations
GM conferred 26 Efficiency Shields to
Divisions/Units in various categories

In the 1st photo, Mr Ashok Kumar Misra - General Manager, Western Railway & Smt.
Kshama Misra – President of Western Railway Women Welfare Organization is seen
lighting the ceremonial lamp. In the 2nd photo, Shri Ashok Kumar Misra is addressing
the gathering.

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 16 :

Western Railway's 70th
Railway Week Award
function was held on
Wednesday, 16th April,
2025 at Yashwantrao
Chavan Auditorium,
Nariman Point. This award
function is held every year
to acknowledge the hard
work and dedication of
WR’s team of officers and
employees who are always
ready to face challenges.
During the Railway Week,
Efficiency Shields are
presented to Divisions/
Units in various categories.
On this momentous
occasion, General Manager,
Shri Ashok Kumar Misra
conferred 26 Efficiency
Shields to the Divisions &
the Units which have been
adjudged the most efficient
in various fields, including

Mr  Ashok Kumar Misra - General Manager, Western Railway presenting the GM’s Overall
Efficiency Shield for 2024 - 25 to Ahmedabad Division for its outstanding overall performance.

the prestigious & coveted
General Manager’s Overall
Efficiency Shield for the
year   2024 - 25. Ahmedabad
Division bagged GM’s
Overall Efficiency Shield for
2024 - 25 for best overall
performance. The Best
Improvement Shield was
awarded to Rajkot Division.

 According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Mr Vineet
Abhishek, Mumbai Central
Division bagged the
Traction, Environment and
H o u s e k e e p i n g
Management (EnHM),
Medical and Safety Shields.
The Rolling Stock Shield
has been jointly bagged by

Vadodara & Mumbai
Central Divisions, while the
Operating Shield has been
bagged jointly by Mumbai
Central & Ahmedabad
Divisions. Mumbai Central
Depot won the Shield for
Best Maintained Mail/
Express Train, for Train No.
12953/54 August Kranti
Rajdhani Express. Lower
Parel Workshop of Mumbai
Central Division and
Dahod Workshop of Ratlam
Division are the joint
winners of the Best
Workshop Shield
(Mechanical).

Mr Vineet further
informed that Vadodara
Division bagged the Best
Loading Efforts & the Scrap
Mobilization Shields. The
Civil Engineering Shield has
been won jointly by
Vadodara & Ahmedabad
Divisions. Ahmedabad

Division bagged the
Commercial, Security
Shields as well as Inter
Division Shield for Best
Road Safety Works
Performance towards
Elimination of Level
Crossing (Civil
Engineering). The Survey &
Construction Shield has
been jointly bagged by
Ahmedabad & Ratlam
Divisions

The Running Room at
Ujjain (Ratlam Division) has
been adjudged as the Best
Maintained Running Room.
Ratlam Division bagged the
Stores Shield (Dahod
District), Accounts,
Rajbhasha, Signal &
Telecom Shields as well as

Inter Divisional Shield for
Track Machines (Civil
Engineering).

The Personnel Shield
has been jointly bagged by
Bhavnagar & Rajkot
Divisions, while the Energy
Efficiency Shield and the
Rail Madad Shield has been
bagged by Rajkot Division.
The Shields were awarded
by Shri Ashok Kumar Misra
to respective Divisional
Railway Managers, Chief
Works Managers and
Depot Incharges.

On this occasion, Smt.
Kshama Misra – President
of Western Railway Women
Welfare Organization
(WRWWO), Addl. General
Manager of W.Rly along
with Principal Heads of
Departments, and senior
officers were present. In his
address, Shri Misra
extended his greetings on

the occasion of 70th
Railway Week. He
mentioned that, WR has
achieved several
milestones, inspite of many
challenges. He also
enumerated the various
accomplishments over
Western Railway in the year
2024-25 and encouraged
the workforce to give their
optimum to achieve the
organizational goals.

 On this occasion, an
entertaining cultural
programme was also held.
At the outset, Principal
Chief Personnel Officer of
WR welcomed the guests
and the Vote of Thanks was
proposed by Deputy
General Manager (General).

(Standard Post Bureau)
Ratlam,, April 16 : Train No. 19037

Bandra Terminus - Barauni Express running
through Western Railway Ratlam Division
was decided to run on diverted route on
journey start date 19.04.2025 and 20.04.2025
due to block in North Eastern Railway
Varanasi Division. Keeping in mind the

CR Glorious 172 Years of Pioneering Journey

(Standard Post Bureau)
Mumbai, April 16

:Indian Railways completed
172 glorious years. The
first train in Asian
subcontinent (and India)
which ran between Mumbai
and Thane on April 16, 1853
was flagged off from
Boribunder (the place
where CSMT presently
stands). As the years
passed, the Great Indian
Peninsula Railway which
ran the first train merged
with the Indian Midland
Railway Company in 1900
and extended its frontiers
from Delhi in the North,
Kanpur and Allahabad in
the North-east and Nagpur
in the East to Raichur in the
South-east.

On 5 November 1951,
Central Railway was formed
by integrating Nizam State,
Scindia State and Dholpur
State Railways. Presently
Central Railway with its 5

divisions i.e. Mumbai,
Bhusaval, Nagpur, Solapur
and Pune has a network
over 4322.55 route km in the
states of Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka. CR serves these
states through 492 stations.

From the first train in
April 1853 to the most
modern train of India,
Vande Bharat Express,
Railways have successfully
expanded its network in last
172 years. Presently Central
Railway runs 10 Vande
Bharat Express trains, viz.
CSMT-Sainagar Shirdi,
CSMT-Solapur, CSMT-
Madgaon, CSMT-Jalna,
Nagpur-Bilaspur, Nagpur-
Indore, Nagpur –
Secunderabad, Kalaburgi –
Benguluru, Pune – Hubli
and Pune - Kolhapur Vande
Bharat.

Central Railway is also
at the forefront with
achievement of many firsts.

Some notable achievements
among them are: first
Shatabdi Express, first Jan
Shatabdi Express, first
Tejas Express to name a
few. It has definitely come a
long way with some of the
oldest trains like Punjab Mail
still running and popular
among its passengers even
after 100 years.

Running the first electric
train service in India
between Bombay VT and
Kurla Harbour on 3rd Feb
1925 laid the foundation of
Electrification of Railways.

Today, Central Railway
has achieved 100%
electrification and the
suburban network has also
steadily increased.
Presently Central Railway
has five suburban
corridors. The suburban
services which started from
3 coaches have gradually
increased to 9 coaches, 12
coaches even services with

15 coaches. AC suburban
services have also been
introduced to make travel
more convenient and
comfortable. From today
onwards 14 more AC
services have been
introduced taking the total
number of AC Services to
80 on Mumbai suburban.

The originating loading
which was 16.58 million
tonnes at the time of
formation, has now
increased to 82.52 million
tonnes in the year 2024-25.
Apart from this,
infrastructure works like
construction of new railway
lines, doubling, construction
of bridges, and 80 stations
being upgraded under the
Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme (ABSS).

The Neral-Matheran
Light Railway has also
completed its glorious 118
years. The Neral-Matheran
railway construction
started in 1904 and the two
feet gauge line finally
opened to traffic in 1907. As
a precautionary measure,
the line used to be closed
during the monsoons,
however, shuttle services
between Aman Lodge and
Matheran were introduced
from 29.9.2012, to run even
in monsoon. Central
Railway has undertaken
several infrastructural
works on this section to
ensure a safe and
comfortable ride to its
passengers and services on
Neral – Matheran NG line.

Bandra Terminus - Barauni Express  diverted
convenience of the passengers, the said
route change has been canceled and now
the trains of the said dates will run on their
regular route. There is no change in the
arrival departure time, stoppage etc. of this
train. For updated information about the arrival
/ departure time of trains, passengers can please
visit www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in.

JK Medical Council
signs MoU with
Asia Pacific Division
and UNESCO Chair

Srinagar, April 16 (UNI)
: The Jammu and Kashmir
Medical Council (JKMC)
on Wednesday signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the Asia Pacific Division and
the Department of Education,
International Chair in
Bioethics (UNESCO Chair).

The MoU aims to foster
collaboration in bioethics
and medical ethics training
across medical institutions
in the region.The MoU
establishes a framework for
joint initiatives, including
curriculum development,
research, faculty
development, and the
integration of ethical
training into undergraduate
and postgraduate medical
programs.A statement by
JKMC said the MoU also
outlines the use of innovative
teaching and assessment
methods, encouraging
academic exchange, and the
organization of joint conferences,
seminars, and workshops.Further,
JK Medical Council in
collaboration with the global
network for medical, health
professions and bioethics
education, Melbourne,
Australia conducted one-day
J&K Medical Council -
Medical Faculty Training
program in Ethics and
Medical Education a t
Government Medical
College, Srinagar today.
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